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A Word From Our Editor
______________________________________________________________________________
Homily preached by the Reverend Peter M. J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D.,
at Cathedral Preparatory School and Seminary in Elmhurst, New York,
on Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Easter (12 May 2021).
Fellow teachers, I am going to ask you to exercise that well-known teenage practice of “tuning
out” during this homily because I want to address the students directly. No eavesdropping.
You’ll hear enough from me this afternoon.Young Catholic gentlemen, it’s a real pleasure to be
with you this morning. As a priest of many years now, I have worn many hats: I’ve been a
pastor, an editor, a fund-raiser, a vocation director, a bishop’s secretary – and I have thoroughly
enjoyed each one of those roles, but the time I cherish the most were my years as a high school
teacher and administrator. So, to be with you today brings back many happy memories. Thank
you for allowing me to share your youthful lives, even for this short bit.
I am most grateful to your Father Rector for the invitation. I should tell you that Father Kuroly
was a student of mine when he was pursuing one of his graduate degrees at Fordham. You
would probably enjoy some juicy stories about him, however, in all likelihood, I shall disappoint
you by telling you simply that he was the best student in the class! You do need to be grateful to
me for one big reason: You’re having a half-day because when you leave, I am going to spend
the afternoon with your teachers, plumbing the depths of their vocation as Catholic educators.
I must confess that I feel somewhat like Our Lord in today’s Gospel as He tells His disciples: “I
have many things to say to you” (Jn 16:`12), but our time is short. If I don’t blow it, I may be
invited back to talk about some of these matters in greater detail. So, I am just going to fashion a
kind of laundry list of items I think important for you.
1. You are the recipients of the incredibly great grace of a Catholic high school education.
Don’t take it for granted. Fewer than 25% of your peers have that inestimable experience.
Everything I am – as a human being, as a man, as a priest – has come to me because of my
Catholic education. You have the additional grace of attending an all-boys school – an
experience I have never had either as a student or teacher. An all-male environment eliminates a
lot of distractions and, hopefully, the only drama here comes with the spring play! You have a
third gift here at Cathedral Prep, in that you are given the opportunity to consider in a serious
way the possibility of a priestly vocation. I don’t think there are even a dozen high school
seminaries left in the country. Cherish these four years.
2. Tomorrow we celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven – a holyday of obligation; be
sure you make it to Mass. Jesus leaves us but does not abandon us. In fact, He remains with us
in ways even more personal and intimate than when He walked among us during His earthly life
and ministry. He is with us through His Church, that Church which teaches us what He taught,
that Church which makes Him present through the sacraments – those channels of grace by
which He touches our lives at every significant moment. That presence of His is most real, most
palpable in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, as He shares His very life with us, giving us the
power to become like Him, to be His very brothers.
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There is still another aspect of Christ’s Ascension we need to consider, and it is this: The Risen
and Ascended Lord is not a ghostly spirit. He lives in His glorified Body, which He manifested
to His disciples over forty days: He ate with them; He walked with them; He talked with them;
He showed them His sacred wounds, which He bears for all eternity as the most convincing signs
of His undying love for us. As He prepared His faithful followers for His departure, He consoled
them by assuring them that He was returning to the Father to prepare a place for them – and for
us.
When we rise on the Last Day, like Our Lord, we shall have a body, a body which St. Paul tells
us is a temple of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Cor 6:19-20), made so on the day of our baptism. And so,
how we must respect and reverence our bodies, never subjecting them to the abuse of drugs or
sex or alcohol. Our gracious Lord awaits us at the finish line. Heaven has a zip code; use your
life here below to be worthy of learning that postal code.
3. We are in the midst of the month of May, the month of Our Lady; in fact, if tomorrow were
not the Solemnity of the Ascension, we would be celebrating the feast of Our Lady of Fatima. It
is interesting that so many of the Marian apparitions were given to children and youngsters. The
Blessed Virgin seems to have a preferential love for the innocent, those not yet corrupted by the
world, the flesh and the Devil; never let anyone rob you of your innocence. As Jesus hung in
agony, dying on the Cross, His last will and testament, we could say, was to commit the Beloved
Disciple and His holy Mother to one another (see Jn 19). That Beloved Disciple stood at the foot
of the Cross representing you and me. Get to know and love Mary as your Mother, which she is
because we are the brothers of her Son.
4. This year is dedicated in a special way to St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus. Joseph was
the strong, silent type; indeed, not a single word of his is recorded in Sacred Scripture But his
actions spoke volumes. It couldn’t have been easy living with the Son of God and an
Immaculate Virgin!
What examples does he offer through his actions?
Joseph points us all toward an intimacy beyond the sexual, even though that is good and holy
within the covenant of marriage. He demonstrates the value of work, which makes us “cocreators” with God, giving his trade to Jesus, so that He is rightly called “the carpenter's Son.”
Joseph is a witness to the sanctification of daily life, like St. Thérèse of Lisieux centuries later,
doing the ordinary things of life extraordinarily well. His spirituality, rooted in his relationship
with Jesus and Mary, and his strength of character enabled him to make great decisions with
equally great confidence. He exemplified the classical quality of pietas so admired by the
ancient Romans and summed up for the Jews in being “a just man” (Mt 1:19). That is the virtue
of religion (how one is and ought to be bound to God), shown forth in devotion, readiness of
will, and submission to God. St. Joseph is the preeminent model of manhood and fatherhood, so
desperately needed in our world, in the throes of a veritable crisis of masculinity. There is much
value and need for an essentially fatherless society like ours to turn to St. Joseph, who succeeded
so well at being a man's man (but not in any silly, superficial machismo-like fashion) and, on that
very score, one who succeeded in serving as an ideal father. He offers an especially powerful
witness for men today as no lust; no unbridled passion; no turning of persons into objects for
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personal gratification ever clouded his relationship to his holy Spouse. A tradition informs us
that Joseph died in the company of Jesus and Mary; would that each of us would have that same
divine favor.
As you gentlemen grow into manhood, take Joseph as a model and guide.
5. In our First Reading today, we see St. Paul preaching the Gospel in the very heart of Athens,
the cultural capital of the world of his day (see Acts 17:16-33). In tomorrow’s First Reading,
you will hear the angel telling the Apostles not to look up into the heavens for Jesus but to get
busy with the work of evangelization (see Acts 1:11). Through our reception of the Sacraments
of Baptism and Confirmation, we were anointed to be evangelizers, messengers of the Good
News of Jesus Christ, witnesses of His in the circumstances of our daily lives. So, don’t wait
around for some ideal time and place to share the meaning and beauty of your life in Christ and
His Church: after you graduate from high school or college, or after you begin a career, or after
your ordination or wedding. No, the Risen and Ascended Lord has given you the commission to
be His witnesses, right now – here at school, in your neighborhood, in your family. George
Bernard Shaw once wrote that “Youth is the most precious thing in life; it is too bad it has to be
wasted on young folks.” Prove Shaw’s sarcastic quip wrong!
6. Last but not least, I want to say a few words about the joys of the Sacred Priesthood. Being a
priest has not been a cake-walk; there have been many bad days and even bad weeks – but isn’t
that the case in any walk of life? I can say this, however, that after more than four decades, I
have no regrets – and would do it all over again (probably with many foolish mistakes included).
But let me tell you how the whole saga began. I was an only child, born on Christmas; some
people say that explains the “Messiah complex.” At any rate, my parents were not practicing
Catholics but were determined that their little boy would go to a Catholic school (I never got a
clear reason for that determination; of course, the real reason is Divine Providence). As an only
child, I truly looked forward to school. Coming home on my first day of kindergarten, my
mother asked, “How was the first day of school?” “Great.” “How was Sister?” “Great.” “How
were the other kids?” “Great.” “Did you learn anything today?” “Yup. I learned what I want to
be when I grow up.” “And what’s that?” asked Mommy. “I want to be a monsignor!” “Huh?”
came my mother’s befuddled query. “Monsignor Gormley came into class this morning to
welcome us to the school –and I think that’s the sharpest outfit I’ve ever seen!” Well, many
decades later, that still hasn’t happened, but it’s all good, anyway.
The point of the story is simple: From that very silly, juvenile, superficial attraction, I never
wavered from my desire to be a priest of Jesus Christ. It always irritated me that when guests or
relatives came to our home and would ask me as a grammar-school-age boy what I wanted to be
when I grew up and I would respond that I wanted to be a priest, almost invariably, they would
say, “Don’t worry. You’ll get over that.’ I was puzzled by the fact that if I had said I wanted to
be a doctor or lawyer or fireman, I would have gotten encouragement. Their negativity only
deepened my commitment. Although my parents were supportive of my priestly vocation, they
would not permit me to enter a high school seminary. I did embark on the great adventure of
priestly formation at Seton Hall University, however, eight weeks after my high school
graduation. And, as they say, the rest is history.
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Where am I going with all this? If you are presently hearing the first whispers of the Lord
calling you to follow him unreservedly in the priesthood, reflect on these few points. First, I
want to remind you of that charming story of the old priest Eli and the young boy Samuel
(probably eight or ten years old), as the old man had to learn from the young boy that he had
been called to God’s service as a child (see 1 Sm 3:1-10). Secondly, let me echo St. Paul’s
words to his son in the priesthood, Timothy: “Let no one despise your youth” (1 Tm 4:12).
Thirdly, permit to offer you the example of a great saint, John Henry Cardinal Newman, the most
important convert to the Catholic Faith in English history. Newman, as a boy of fifteen and a
Protestant (an Anglican, whom we call Episcopalian in the States), intuited a divine call to be
both a minister and a celibate (highly unusual in that era of Anglicanism). He lived a very full
life, eventually becoming a cardinal. However, his youthful apprehension of a sacred calling led
him to utter these words to Almighty God many years later: “Blessed are they who give the
flower of their days, and their strength of soul and body to Him; blessed are they who in their
youth turn to Him who gave His life for them, and would fain give it to them and implant it in
them, that they may live for ever.”1
My young friends, if you are hearing those enchanting divine whispers, respond with alacrity,
with faith, with joy, using the words of the young Samuel, “Here I am. Send me” (1 Sm 3:4).
Even more, make your own the words of the young maiden of Nazareth, “I am the handmaid of
the Lord. Let it be done to me according to thy word” (Lk 1:38). Never allow the noise of the
world to drown out God’s holy invitation. Today we are celebrating a Votive Mass in honor of
Our Lady as “Queen of Apostles”; she was a treasured companion of those first priests as they
awaited the Pentecost visit of the Holy Spirit. Make her a treasured companion of your own as
you seek the Spirit’s guidance, asking “Am I being called to be one of her Son’s priests?”
Gentlemen – I call you that because I believe you are and hope so you will always remain –
thank you for allowing me to share these precious moments with you. Finally, no matter where
you think the good God is leading you, I want to invite you to make this prayer of Cardinal
Newman part of your daily round of prayers:
God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me
which He has not committed to another. I have my mission—I never may know it in this
life, but I shall be told it in the next. Somehow I am necessary for His purposes, as
necessary in my place as an Archangel in his—if, indeed, I fail, He can raise another, as
He could make the stones children of Abraham. Yet I have a part in this great work; I am
a link in a chain, a bond of connexion between persons. He has not created me for naught.
I shall do good, I shall do His work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my
own place, while not intending it, if I do but keep His commandments and serve Him in
my calling.
Therefore I will trust Him. Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am
in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him; if I
am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. My sickness, or perplexity, or sorrow may be
necessary causes of some great end, which is quite beyond us. He does nothing in vain;
He may prolong my life, He may shorten it; He knows what He is about. He may take
1

Parochial and Plain Sermons, Vol. VIII, 16.
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away my friends, He may throw me among strangers, He may make me feel desolate,
make my spirits sink, hide the future from me—still He knows what He is about.
O Adonai, O Ruler of Israel, Thou that guidest Joseph like a flock, O Emmanuel, O
Sapientia, I give myself to Thee. I trust Thee wholly. Thou art wiser than I—more loving
to me than I myself. Deign to fulfil Thy high purposes in me whatever they be—work in
and through me. I am born to serve Thee, to be Thine, to be Thy instrument. Let me be
Thy blind instrument. I ask not to see—I ask not to know—I ask simply to be used.
Amen.
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Catholic Schools Take Home 40 National Blue Ribbon Awards
Kelly Branaman, secretary for Catholic
schools and superintendent of schools for
the Archdiocese of Washington, said that
she was “appreciative” that non-public
schools were recognized as well as public
schools.
Catholic schools received 80% of the 2020
National Blue Ribbon awards issued to
private schools this year by the Department
of Education. Of 50 private schools to win
the award, 40 are Catholic.
This year, the Department of Education
designated 367 schools — 317 public and 50
non-public — as National Blue Ribbon
Schools. The 40 Catholic schools honored
were from 17 states and 21 dioceses.
The awards were announced on September
24.
“The National Blue Ribbon Schools award
affirms the hard work of students, educators,
families, and communities in creating safe
and welcoming schools where students
master challenging content,” says the
Department of Education’s website for the
award.
“The National Blue Ribbon Schools flag
gracing a school's building is a widely
recognized symbol of exemplary teaching
and learning. National Blue Ribbon Schools
are an inspiration and a model for schools
still striving for excellence,” says the site.

Schools can be designated as National Blue
Ribbon winner once every five years.
For non-public schools to be recognized,
their students must score in the top 15%
nationally on standardized English and math
tests.
Kelly Branaman, secretary for Catholic
schools and superintendent of schools for
the Archdiocese of Washington, told CNA
that she was “appreciative” that non-public
schools were recognized as well as public
schools.
“This allows Catholic schools across the
country to demonstrate their excellence on a
national level,” she said to CNA on
September 28.
Two schools in the Archdiocese of
Washington were recognized as Blue
Ribbon schools for this year.
“It is gratifying that the U.S. Department of
Education recognizes what so many parents
and teachers already know: that our Catholic
schools provide a great education where
academic excellence and our Catholic faith
thrive,” said Branaman.
“We're grateful for this honor, and it will
serve to inspire us as we will continue to
offer our students an outstanding education.”

Catholic News Agency
https://www.ncregister.com/news/catholic-schools-take-home-40-national-blue-ribbon-awards
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The Role of Art in Helping Our Children Resist the Worst of the Internet
If we love the good and appreciate it, it's
much easier to resist being affected by the
bad.
“The rabbit-hole went straight on like a
tunnel for some way, and then dipped
suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had
not a moment to think about stopping herself
before she found herself falling down a very
deep well.” This is how Alice ends up in
Wonderland. Down a rabbit hole.
Today, the internet is our Wonderland and
rabbit holes are everywhere, pulling us
deeper and deeper into a strange and
dangerous new world. Before we even have
time to think about where we’ve ended up,
everything is turned upside down. A
hyperlink takes you to a new page with new
information, and a hyperlink there takes you
to another, and another. One video after
another auto-plays on YouTube or TikTok,
with a whole selection of enticing alternative
videos carefully selected by an algorithm to
catch your eye and keep you watching.
These rabbit holes are addictive timewasters. Even worse, they often lead to
videos, imagery, and websites that are less
than innocent. It’s a common problem to use
the internet with the noblest, purest of
intentions but end up lured down a rabbit
hole of vice. It’s hard enough for adults to
avoid it. We know it’s wrong and fight
against it. Even so, we often fail.
As a parent, I’m even more concerned about
it in regards to to my children. Young,
impressionable minds are unintentionally
exposed to disturbing content that they don’t
quite understand, leaving them confused and
upset. This type of content is particularly
dangerous to developing minds and can
form the basis for a lifetime of struggle
against addictive vices.

Parents would be well advised to not trust
the internet, which is littered with rabbit
holes that seem to inevitably lead to the
darkest corners of the human psyche. I
recently read an article at New Liturgical
Movement that referenced, “the addictive
allure of subversive imagery.” The
author, David Clayton, had a unique
suggestion to help children resist the
temptations of the internet:
Teach them to love beautiful art.
His suggestion reminds me of how, several
years ago, I was looking for an illustrated
booklet to help my children follow along
during Mass. The vast majority of books
created for this purpose use cartoon art, but
we found one that used high-quality
illustrations of beautiful works of art. They
loved to look at the pictures and it helped
them understand the awe and majesty of the
Mass.
I’ve written before about how our house is
full of art and how much our children love
it. This is why I think David Clayton’s
suggestion makes a lot of sense. It seems to
me that, if the internet – or billboards, or
advertisements, or the example of other
children at school – floods our environment
with dangerously inappropriate images and
content, it would be a great help for our
children to be formed not only to resist it
because it’s unhealthy for their souls, but
also to reject it because they already love
something better. If we love the good and
appreciate it, it’s much easier to resist being
affected by the bad. On the other hand, if we
never learn to appreciate beautiful art, then
it’s all the easier to succumb to dangerous
imagery. For both adults and children,
elevating our imaginations changes what we
think about and what we’re attracted to.
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As parents, we can help our children resist
the dark rabbit holes of the internet not only
by attentiveness to how they use their screen
time, but also by helping them to appreciate
great art. This can easily be done in the
home by putting art on the walls,
incorporating drawing and painting classes
into their education, and seeking out Masses
that are in beautiful buildings and offer
beautiful music and appealing worship.

Great art is full of goodness, beauty, and
truth. These are virtues that elevate every
other part of our lives. Our children don’t
have it easy growing up with the constant
temptations of the internet. It would be a
great gift to show them a better way so their
lives aren’t consumed by the negativity of
the constant battle against temptation, but
rather, each day will be a joyful and happy
pilgrimage towards beauty and goodness.

Fr. Michael Rennier
https://aleteia.org/2021/01/31/the-role-of-art-in-helping-our-children-resist-the-worst-of-theinternet
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What Is Trump’s Record on Education?
The outgoing president backed federal aid
for Catholic schools hammered by the
pandemic and reversed Obama’s school
bathroom rules, but the long-term impact of
his school-choice campaign is unclear.
Catholic schools closed for the Christmas
holidays, offering teachers, administrators
and pastors a reprieve from their heroic
struggle to keep students in class and safe
during the pandemic.
But the yuletide season didn’t slow the
Trump and GOP lawmakers’ campaign of
support for private and religious schools
battered by restrictions to curb the spread of
COVID-19.
After Congress voted on Dec. 22 to approve
$82 billion for public and private K-12
schools, including reimbursements for
pandemic-related expenditures at Catholic
institutions, Trump followed up with a Dec.
28 executive order that directed states to
“provide certain disadvantaged children with
emergency K-12 scholarships to access inperson learning opportunities” at
nongovernmental schools.
With President-elect Joe Biden’s Jan. 20
inauguration days away, the executive order
marks the White House’s final push to free
up federal dollars for private-school tuition,
and Tom Carroll, superintendent of schools
for the Boston Archdiocese, welcomed the
news.
“Thousands of students would seek entrance
to Catholic schools if the funds were made
available,” Carroll told the Register, noting
that the archdiocese had experienced a net
loss of more than 1,000 students withdrawn
by families that could no longer cover
tuition.

But Carroll also expressed caution regarding
the practical impact of the order.
“There are questions about how you do this
in the timeframe available,” he said,
referring to the challenge of tapping federal
block grants during the final weeks of the
Trump administration.
Carroll did not address Biden’s educational
priorities. But Democratic lawmakers on
Capitol Hill have long opposed school
vouchers, and they withheld help for
religious schools in their own proposed
legislation for a COVID-19 relief package.
Public-school districts could “ignore the
executive order,” since “Trump won’t be
around to fight about it,” said Frederick
Hess, director of Education Policy Studies at
the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), a
Washington, D.C-based think tank. “It’s a
safe bet that Biden will either ignore it or
tear it up. If he just ignores it, some choicefriendly states will undoubtedly choose to go
forward.”
Now, as experts weigh Trump’s legacy on
education policy, the administration’s vocal
support for religious schools struggling for
survival has emerged as a key
accomplishment for a president who
campaigned on a school-reform platform.
The question, say supporters and critics
alike, is whether the White House not only
provided rhetorical and departmental
backing for school-reform initiatives and
arguments, but also secured legislation that
can survive the next administration.
The administration’s campaign for school
choice “was more a matter of the bully
pulpit than anything else,” Hess
acknowledged. “But there was the
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commitment to enabling private schools to
receive CARES Act funds, a supportive
hand on the regulatory apparatus, and
backing for charter school funding.”
Social conservatives are also worried about
the longevity of the White House’s efforts to
reverse controversial Obama-era policies,
including one that increased transgender
students’ access to bathrooms and sports
teams and another that established tribunals
for campus sexual-assault claims.
Biden has vowed to reverse Trump’s
education policies, and last month he
announced that Miguel Cardona, education
commissioner in Connecticut, would be his
nominee for secretary of education. Experts
contacted by the Register said they were
unfamiliar with Cardona’s record. Biden
has described the nominee as “a strong
defender of public schools,” with a “proven
track record as an innovative leader who
will fight for all students and for a better,
fairer, more successful education system.”
Back in 2016, Trump’s nomination of Betsy
DeVos as secretary of education sparked
furious pushback, as teachers’ unions,
Democratic lawmakers and media outlets
piled on, framing her as a rich, right-wing
ideologue who endorsed for-profit colleges
and charter schools. They also attacked her
plan to sharply reduce the size of her
department, viewed by many conservatives
as a bloated, ineffective agency that has
failed to lift student achievement.

transition team for education policy from
September 2016 to January 2017.
Izumi told the Register that federal funds
account for $1 out of every $10 spent on
education at the state and local level, one
reason why Washington does not play a
more dominant role in the nation’s public
system. At the same time, he was proud that
Trump’s 2017 tax-cut bill introduced
educational savings accounts for K-12
tuition, allowing families to “use up to
$10,000 dollars a year for private K-12
tuition expenses.”
DeVos’ lack of experience in the publicschool system, and her strong preference for
alternatives to that system, led teachers’
unions to join with their allies on Capitol
Hill in an attempt to block her Senate
confirmation. The resulting 50-50 tie
required Vice President Mike Pence to cast
the deciding vote, but DeVos remained
undeterred, constantly raising uncomfortable
questions about the status quo.
“Half of lower-income fourth graders are
below basic readers, according to the most
recent Nation’s Report Card,” she said in
a Dec. 17 National Review interview that
reflected back on her stormy tenure as
education secretary. And “worse yet, for the
past quarter century, there has been no
meaningful change in test scores, yet as
taxpayers, we spend more and more for
education each year.”
Boosting School Choice

Betsy DeVos’ Role
“We wanted to streamline the Department of
Education, reduce funding for programs that
weren’t working, and school choice was in
the mix,” said Lance Izumi, director of the
Center for Education at the Pacific Research
Institute, who served on the Trump

In Trump’s first bid for the presidency, he
promised to increase federal funding
of school-choice programs to $20 billion.
But his administration only modestly
boosted spending on these provisions, while
failing to secure any substantive legislation.
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In February 2019, DeVos announced plans
for Education Freedom Scholarships,
offering $5 billion in annual tax credits for
those who donated to state-based
scholarship programs. GOP lawmakers
added the provision to a spending bill that
was voted down, and subsequent schoolchoice programs were bumped from budget
bills, as well.
Some critics have argued that DeVos’ lack
of experience and unfiltered hostility for the
public system turned off the moderate
Democrats she needed to secure bipartisan
support. But experts say she dramatically
increased support for these programs,
particularly during the pandemic.
Last spring she issued departmental
guidance that directed local public-school
districts to share pandemic-related federal
aid with private schools, amid claims that
she was using the crisis to advance stealth
“voucher-like” policies.
In fact, state governments had a fair amount
of discretion for where they directed the
funds allocated for education, and four states
— Oklahoma, New Hampshire, Florida and
South Carolina — used a portion of those
dollars for private-school scholarships.
The second round of pandemic relief
provides far less discretion for state
educational spending, and only preexisting
emergency voucher programs will be able to
continue, an expert on federal education
policy told the Register, while noting the
funds that are available for home schooling
and special-needs instruction.
Meanwhile, an entirely new cohort of
parents entered private religious schools that
were opened to in-person education this fall,
while their public counterparts remained
closed. That unexpected and unprecedented
shift could strengthen public support for

school choice, building on DeVos’ legacy,
though experts say it is too soon to say how
the pandemic will alter the U.S. education
system.
DeVos, for her part, sees promising signs of
change.
“The concept of school choice is more
popular across racial, ethnic and political
lines than ever before,” she said in
the National Review interview. “Consider
the bold expansions in North Carolina,
Florida, West Virginia, Tennessee and even
in Illinois. Right here in D.C., participation
in the school-choice program is now 50%
higher than it was four years ago, and there
is still massive unmet demand.”
Persisting Issues
The education secretary, who resigned Jan.
7, also waded directly into the culture wars.
In February 2017 she pulled the Obama
administration’s Title IX “Dear Colleague”
letter, which directed public schools and
universities to provide students who
identified as transgender with access to the
bathrooms that corresponded with their
gender identity, threatening to withhold
federal funds if schools did not comply.
DeVos rescinded that interpretation of Title
IX, lifting the threat of financial penalties
and giving states leeway to set their own
policy on such matters.
In subsequent guidance to field offices, she
made clear that transgender students, like
the rest of their classmates, could still file
claims alleging discrimination, but it would
not be under the framework of Obama’s
“Dear Colleague” letter.
Biden is expected to quickly return to the
Obama guidance. And following the
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Supreme Court’s 2020 decision in Bostock
v. Clayton County, which found that Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act barring
discrimination based on sex also applied to
gender identity and sexual orientation, he
will cite the landmark ruling to defend that
shift.

with due-process protections, for resolving
those complaints,” said Hasson.

But as DeVos completes her tenure, some
Catholic analysts who supported her
withdrawal of the “Dear Colleague” letter
expressed frustration.

“The outgoing administration deserves
credit for dealing with this,” John Garvey,
president of The Catholic University of
America, told the Register in a Jan. 4
interview.

“Withdrawing the Title IX ‘Dear Colleague’
letter on gender identity was significant, but
not enough,” Mary Hasson, a fellow in
Catholic studies at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C., told the
Register.
“One of the problems has been that the left
is controlling or generating all the
information, explanations, definitions and
studies related to sexual orientation and
gender identity in the school setting. It was a
missed opportunity not to engage more fully
on those issues and bring forward factual
evidence that disputes the gender
identity/transgender narrative that currently
dominates public education.”
However, Hasson is pleased with how
DeVos handled another sensitive matter:
Obama-era campus tribunals designed to
adjudicate claims of sexual misconduct.
Critics had argued that the guidance for the
tribunals gave too much weight to the
accuser and violated the right of the accused
to due process.
Abuse Claims’ Handling
DeVos “took strong action to change the
guidance on universities handling sexualassault claims to create a more just forum,

DeVos reversed an Obama rule that barred
cross-examination of the accuser, while both
parties would now have access to all
evidence collected in the investigation.

“Women have always been afraid to raise [a
claim of sexual misconduct] for fear their
reputations would be tarnished or they
would not be believed, so I can understand
the impulse behind” the Obama tribunal
guidelines, said Garvey. But elements of this
approach “run contrary to our criminal
[justice] system, where the accused is given
the benefit of the doubt. And the standard of
proof has been an issue.”
The new guidelines for handling sexualmisconduct claims, he said, also provided
more flexibility for universities that faced a
flood of such cases.
Indeed, Garvey suggested that DeVos’
approach to this sensitive matter and others
under her jurisdiction reflected a flexible
approach and a respect for local
responsibility, in keeping with her party’s
own preferences for education policy.
Turning to the administration’s enthusiastic
promotion of school choice, the CUA
president told the Register that as a product
of Catholic schools, he “applauded the
efforts of the outgoing secretary to promote
vouchers and charter schools.”
“They take a different view of the world
than ordinary public schools do. They
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provide an alternative,” Garvey said. “It is a
really good thing to have competition.”
Joan Frawley Desmond
https://www.ncregister.com/news/what-is-trump-s-record-on-education
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From Seneca to Therese:
Why I’m Looking at Those Around Me with New Eyes
Of course we have Christ as our Model, and the saints to encourage us.
But is there something close at hand that we're missing?
Recently I became interested in
familiarizing myself with the works of the
Greco-Roman Stoic philosophers. What, you
might be wondering, could those ancient
pagan thinkers possibly have to say that
would be relevant to our bustling, harried
lives as 21st-century Christians? Quite a bit,
as it turns out.
Here’s just one example I came across while
reading the Letters of Seneca.
Seneca liked to cap off each of his epistles
with a nugget of wisdom, usually an
aphorism from another philosopher. At the
conclusion of “Letter XI” he cites a saying
from Epicurus: “We need to set our
affections on some good man and keep him
constantly before our eyes, so that we may
live as if he were watching us and do
everything as if he saw what we were
doing.”
This passage immediately struck me as
somehow familiar, and it didn’t take me
long to realize that a similar mindset has
been repeatedly expounded down the
centuries by wise Christians. Imitatio
Christi (the imitation of Christ) can be found
as a recurring theme, especially among the
mystics.
Setting Jesus Christ (or the saints) before us
as examples by which to model our lives is,
of course, of inestimable value. But is it
possible that, in our desire to imitate Our
Lord, we might be missing other
opportunities that God has provided us to
grow in holiness?

As Christians, we are called to see Christ in
everyone, but too often we only perceive the
negative or annoying qualities of others. We
must remember that God has placed these
people in our lives in order that we may love
them and, by doing so, grow in virtue.
Perhaps we should take a closer look at the
lives of the people around us; those we
interact with on a daily basis, as well as
strangers. What can we learn from them? As
Seneca comments: “The personality should
be provided with someone it can revere,
someone whose influence can make even its
private, inner life more pure.”
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, a Doctor of the
Church and the famous proponent of the
“Little Way” of sanctity, offers a Christian
perspective on this same idea.
In her celebrated memoir The Story of a
Soul, she writes,“I understand now that
charity consists in bearing with the faults of
others, in not being surprised at their
weakness, in being edified by the smallest
acts of virtue we see them practice.”
Perhaps it would be a beneficial exercise for
each of us to pick someone in our life (it can
be a grandparent, a sibling, a neighbor, a
coworker or boss, anyone really) and
observe their habits closely, paying special
attention to those good qualities, those
virtues, that we ourselves may wish to
cultivate.
By imitating these role models that God has
provided us, we can improve and flourish as
friends, as citizens, and as Christians.
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Thomas Salerno
https://aleteia.org/2021/01/30/from-seneca-to-therese-why-im-looking-at-those-around-me-withnew-eyes
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Are You a Strong Parent?
As kids grow older, parents need a different kind of inner strength.
Do our children need us to be strong? Where
is our strength as parents? Where are we
allowed to falter? How do we lose
strength? Are you a strong parent? What if
your kids don’t see you that way?
When you know someone loves you, you
don’t want to cause them pain with bad
news. It’s often easier to unburden yourself
to someone who won’t be hurt as much,
whom you don’t have to reassure, comfort,
care for, or encourage in the face of your
problems.
This same idea is true with children. When
they’re small, they hide sometimes facts
from you to avoid punishment or to avoid
facing your anger. But when they get older,
they don’t share things with you to avoid
upsetting you. This is more concerning,
because it’s a clear symptom that you’re no
longer their invincible “superhero.” Instead,
you’ve become someone they want to
protect.
Your children want to keep you as far away
from their worries as possible. To achieve
this, they hide or simplify painful events and
difficult or complicated situations. This goes
hand in hand with a sad reality: They’ve
renounced your help in return for not
upsetting you.
Strong parents, secure children
If you’re like me, you think that your
children have started to protect you sooner
than they should. I like to think I still fit into
the superhero costume, and that my cape and
mask are in perfect condition. If you’re in
the same situation, stick with me to review

my old “course notes” from my “degree” on
strong parents and safe children.
The first lesson in Class 101 is that our
children don’t need a delicate, fragile, rosycheeked mother like Snow White. They
need a stalwart character like Lara Croft,
who isn’t surprised by anything, who listens
without complaining to descriptions of Call
of Duty features, and who doesn’t roll her
eyes when asked about complicated issues.
Our kids need someone they can unburden
themselves to when they suffer a breakup or
misfortune, without fear of their mother
crying even more than they do. We mothers
are here to hand out Kleenex, not to use
them all up ourselves.
In the same way, our children don’t want
Peter Pan for a father. They don’t want to sit
in the corner of Kensington Garden waiting
for their parent to return from Neverland. If
they have to keep waiting for him to stop
flying off in his daydreams and frustrated
fancies, far from reality, they don’t feel like
they have any guarantees.
Our kids need a father who’s accustomed to
fulfilling his duty, whether he feels like it or
not. That willpower and reliability makes his
hugs much more effective, and makes his
advice much more reliable. That kind of
father will be a rock they know they can
lean on.
Our children need us to:
•
•

Be calm, without magnifying or
dramatizing problems;
Have two ears and one mouth: We
have to know how to listen—even to
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•

•

things we don’t like—more than we
talk;
Be able to distance ourselves from
our own feelings and turn on our
reason so that, when they open their
hearts to us and share their troubles,
they can do the same—see the
damage left by the hurricane of their
feelings with the objectivity of
reason, and fix the situation as far as
possible;
Be like goldsmiths or jewelers who
can teach them to transform pain into

authentic pearls, thus achieving, as
St. Josemaría used to say, the “omnia
in bonum”: From everything bad we
can take away at least one lesson.
I do want to continue playing the role of
“superhero” for my children for a little while
longer, however. I’ll admit that being the
kind of person who cries easily has detracted
from my image on a couple of occasions!
But I remind myself to start anew, buy more
Kleenex, and, with divine help, I hope to get
back into costume, cape and all.

Mar Dorrio
https://aleteia.org/2021/01/30/are-you-a-strong-parent/
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Saving Catholic Schools
The plight of American Catholic schools
over the last half-century is well known. The
nuns fled, tuitions rose, Catholicity
retreated. A precipitous decline in
enrollment followed. In 1960, there were 5.2
million students in 13,000 Catholic schools;
these numbers have tumbled to 1.7 million
students in 6,200 schools in 2020. Over
these decades, declining school enrollment
and closures ominously preceded declining
church attendance and church closures.

Catholic schools’ primary purpose is to lead
their students to Heaven, not to Harvard. But
so long as a vast majority of Catholics prefer
the latter for their children, Catholic school
marketing should meet that reality. That is,
Catholic schools must unabashedly offer an
academic education that is more rigorous in
content than in public schools, and one that
is free of the bogus pedagogical theories and
secular dogmas that have destroyed
American schooling.

Multiple efforts have been made to save
Catholic education, including the
establishment of “Catholic Schools Week,”
which begins tomorrow, to celebrate
Catholic education and market it to
prospective students. For years, the
marketing angle typically proclaimed the
benefits of including faith as part of the
educational enterprise. This year’s theme,
for example, is “Faith. Excellence. Service.”
This is why, the sales pitch says, parents
should choose Catholic education over the
free public education available down the
block.

Once students are enrolled, Catholic schools
can begin to catechize the children – and,
through them, their parents – through a
robust religion curriculum and a pervasive
Catholic identity. If schools do their job
well, students and their parents will graduate
with their hearts set on Heaven, and with the
goal of converting Harvard.

Judgment about this marketing campaign
lies in the numbers: enrollment has still been
dropping, schools have still been closing.
Selling a faith-centered education to
Catholics whose faith is nominal has not
worked. Let’s face it: parents will not be
attracted to – or pay for – what they only
marginally believe in themselves.
We know, however, that parents will pay
enormous sums to help their children
advance in the secular world – athletic and
music lessons, SAT prep tutors, and, yes,
private schools – so long as these schools
promise an edge in college admissions and
getting ahead in the rat race.

Catholic school curricula, then, have to
differ from public schools in content and in
delivery. Catholic school’s widespread
adoption of the Common Core education
standards removed the last vestiges of
Catholicism’s distinctive academic program
that flourished for centuries: a deep
grounding in traditional mathematics and
language arts study. As a result,
academically speaking, there is nothing that
distinguishes tuition-charging Catholic
schools from their free, state-sponsored
counterparts. Given this fact, it is no
mystery why Catholic schools are closing.
The liberal arts of grammar, logic, and
rhetoric, taught with time-tested pedagogy,
were once the foundation of Catholic
schools everywhere, and still provide the
optimal foundation for future learning and
living. This is the knowledge that a growing
number of parents want their children to
have, the very knowledge that public
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schools have discarded as boring, irrelevant,
and stifling. The Catholic schools that have
reintroduced the traditional liberal arts, now
marketed as “classical education,” have seen
enrollment numbers multiply rapidly.
(Witness, as just two pieces of evidence,
the Institute for Catholic Liberal
Education and the Chesterton Schools
Network.)
Breaking with public academic standards
will require courage on the part of Catholic
schools, which too often fear crossing
swords with their public-school counterparts
lest they lose the paltry government money,
meted through local public school districts,
that they receive annually.
But it should be painfully obvious by now
that begging for a few crumbs from Caesar
is not enough to keep schools open. Only a
rising enrollment will do that. Enrollment
will rise only when solid academic curricula,
from diagraming sentences to traditional
computation, make the pursuit of truth their
goal – and all truth points to God. Which
returns us to the deeper purpose of Catholic
education: leading all souls to Heaven.
Our secular world’s dreary nihilism, with its
attendant denial of truth, has permeated

public school curricula, even at the youngest
grades. This fact alone should convince
bishops and Catholic school administrators
that our difference from public schools is
our strength. The difference cannot be
merely external – just uniforms and
crucifixes, as important as those are. The
difference has to be religious and curricular,
with one reinforcing the other. The
traditional liberal arts lead to God. They also
form well-educated citizens capable of
succeeding in all types of careers and of
meeting the world’s challenges.
Successful evangelization meets people
where they are, and then lifts them to God.
By proudly offering a superior academic
program, we can entice more unchurched
Catholics into our schools, which may well
be the final means to communicate the
Catholic faith and Catholic culture in a
world that has abandoned both.
So let’s return to the liberal arts and
traditional pedagogy that once made
Catholic schools enviable, and let’s surround
them with a renewed faith in Jesus Christ
and His Church. Then we can consider a
new slogan for next year’s Catholic Schools
Week: “Get into Harvard. Get into Heaven.”

David G. Bonagura
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/01/30/saving-catholic-schools-2/
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Families Are Fleeing NYC’s Public Schools — Of Course
Parents have noticed the utter failure of the
city Department of Education and are
pulling their kids out at a record clip.
Preliminary DOE figures show the nation’s
largest school district losing 43,000 kids this
year — or 4 percent of enrollment.
Of course, enrollment’s been dropping for
years: More than 10 percent of city public
students now attend independent charter
schools, which don’t have to answer to the
DOE bureaucracy or, in most cases, the
United Federation of Teachers.
But charters aren’t a great refuge right now,
since the state cap on their growth leaves
few open slots. Plus, they’re at the mercy of
DOE rules on the use of most of their
buildings, which has forced most to go all-

virtual. That’s why Catholic schools, by all
accounts, are seeing booming enrollment.
Naturally enough, the flight is fastest for
younger kids: City kindergartens shrank by
9 percent this year, while elementary
enrollment sank 6 percent. (Pre-K fell 13
percent.)
And many still “enrolled” aren’t actually
attending, per a recent report on online
truancy; 134 schools had no contact with at
least a quarter of their online learners, while
another 69 schools just straight up had no
data on remote attendance.
When the schools can’t even keep track of
their students, no wonder the students make
tracks.

Post Editorial Board
https://nypost.com/2021/01/28/families-are-fleeing-nycs-public-schools-of-course/
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Legal Challenge to Blaine Amendment
A coalition of religious schools and
independent colleges have filed a federal
lawsuit to strike the notorious post-Civil
War "Blaine Amendment" from South
Carolina's state constitution. The provision
has long perpetuated discrimination against
African Americans and Catholics by
unfairly withholding education funding for
independent schools in the state.
The lawsuit was filed by Bishop of
Charleston, a Corporation Sole, dba Roman
Catholic Diocese of Charleston, on behalf of
its 33 K-12 schools throughout the State of
South Carolina. South Carolina Independent
Colleges and Universities, a nonprofit
organization that represents 20 of the state's
independent universities and colleges, is also
a plaintiff in the lawsuit. The lawsuit was
brought by attorneys at the Liberty Justice
Center, a national public interest law firm
that fights for constitutional rights and
educational opportunity.
"This lawsuit seeks to achieve something
that every American can stand behind:
We're fighting to strike down a century-old
law that was enacted with the purpose of
discriminating against our fellow citizens,"
said Daniel Suhr, senior attorney for the
Liberty Justice Center. "The U.S.
Constitution promises all of us equal
treatment and protection under the law regardless of our race, religion or creed.
More than 100 years ago, when the South
Carolina Constitution was enacted, a
provision was enacted that is still being used
to foster discrimination against religious and
independent schools in the state. It is time
for us to stand up and eradicate this bigotry
so it cannot be used to deny educational
resources to students in South Carolina."

The Blaine Amendment blocks independent
and religious students, families and schools
from receiving any public funding. It has
been used by the South Carolina Education
Association and its allies to deny these
students and schools access to federal
COVID relief funds. The lawsuit filed today
seeks to end this discrimination against nonpublic schools and students. Attorneys have
asked the court for a prompt order that
would bar state officials from using the
Blaine Amendment to block COVID funds
from going to non-public schools.
Added the Most Rev. Robert E.
Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston: "This
appeal to our state's courts is not only to, at
long last, expunge the anti-Catholic and
racist sentiment that still haunts our past. It
is about creating a more inclusive, uplifting
future for parents and children who seek an
education that best fits their values and
needs of their students. Many families have
been significantly hurt by the COVID
pandemic and they should not be denied
financial assistance based on where they
desire to send their children to school."
The South Carolina Independent Colleges
and Universities' membership includes five
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. "This lawsuit seeks educational
equality for all," said Dr. Jeff Perez,
president and CEO of SCICU. "Our students
are committed to completing their degrees in
a significantly challenging time. We should
be doing all we can to support them, not
relying on outdated, divisive language
evoking a dark period in our history to deny
those seeking educational opportunity."
The Blaine Amendment is named after its
national champion, James G. Blaine, a U.S.
congressman from Maine. Though it never
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achieved enough votes to be adopted into
the U.S. Constitution, South Carolina added
the provision to its 1895 constitution in
order to suppress the education of newly
freed slaves and to enable discrimination
against Catholic immigrants. The Blaine
Amendment is, according to the lawsuit,
"born of bigotry and prejudice, based on
race and religion."

Bishop of Charleston, a Corporation Sole,
dba Diocese of Charleston v. Adams was
filed April 14, 2021, in the U.S. District
Court for the District of South Carolina,
Columbia Division. Case filings are
available
here: https://libertyjusticecenter.org/media/s
c-school-discrimination

Michael F. Acquilano, Secretary
Secretariat of Communications and Public Affairs
South Carolina Catholic Conference
A TCE Original Publication
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New Catholic Classical Education Schools Advance as Pandemic Recedes
New in-person, hybrid and online schools in
the Church’s tradition of the liberal arts and
sciences are set to launch.
When the COVID-19 pandemic struck,
Catholic parents at Corpus Christi Catholic
Church became more determined than ever
to launch a new Catholic high school.
Now, Corpus Christi Academy is one of
many new Catholic schools in the classical
liberal arts tradition that are getting ready to
launch this fall, with in-person, hybrid or
even online education models.
“Classical education prepares students for
their careers, through things like problem
solving, creative expression and deep
thinking. And it also provides them the sort
of emotional tools to get through life as
well,” Nicole Koopman, Corpus Christi
Academy’s head of school told the Register.
She said the new school is built on four
principles of Catholic “sacred wisdom,
sacred worship, sacred art and sacred
music.”
“Corpus Christi Academy is going to offer
this integrated experience,” she said. Instead
of high-school education being seen as
immersion in discrete subjects, Corpus
Christi’s high-school students would see
how the subjects of study relate to each
other. “As Christians, we believe that all
knowledge is ultimately connected and
unified through our faith.”
All students will learn how to sing and read
sacred music, and they will belong to the
choir and learn how to chant.
The beauty of Catholic classical education,
Koopman added, is that teachers can meet

students where they are at and serve as
mentors.
“We're training the students to take part in
intelligent conversations, reading and
discussing primary source texts with
faculty,” she said.
Koopman said Catholic parents started
intensifying years of discussions on how to
give their children a Catholic classical
education back in 2019, and over the course
of the pandemic, they made plans in earnest
to open a new high school through Corpus
Christi Catholic Church, a parish of the
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, in the
fall of 2021. Koopman came on board as
head of school in 2020, having both personal
experience of a Catholic classical education
for high school and observing firsthand the
need for it in college-age students she has
taught.
“Classical high schools provide tools which
are ultimately useful in any field,” she said,
adding that this Catholic liberal arts
formation affords students a solid
foundation as they specialize at the
university level.
The school’s first year will launch with a
ninth-grade class as a homeschool hybrid.
The following year will be completely in
person and see a new grade added each year
afterward until it is a full high school.
Koopman explained that the school will
emphasize “the rhythm of the Church,” from
homeroom teachers leading students in
praying Morning Prayer from the Church’s
Liturgy of the Hours to celebrating special
feasts with Mass.
Charleston Bishop Robert Guglielmone has
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promoted the new school — the only
Catholic classical high school in Charleston
— to diocesan Catholics, inviting them to
“assist and welcome this new venture to the
educational landscape of our Church, city,
and region,” according to a letter shared by
Koopman. And Corpus Christi Academy is
working with the diocese to lease a building.
“It has been wonderful to hear from
Catholics in parishes throughout our
community, who are excited about what
we’re doing and are eager to help and
volunteer and make this vision come true,”
Koopman said.
A ‘High School of Our Dreams’
Chesterton Academy of St. Mary’s is one of
14 new Chesterton Academy “classical
education” high schools opening for the
2021-2022 academic year, heavily adding to
the 28 Chesterton Academies in operation,
according to organizers.
The new high school is opening in
Maryland’s St. Mary’s County, the ancestral
home of English-speaking Catholicism in
the U.S., and is giving Catholic parents
access to an affordable Catholic high-school
liberal arts education.
“As I researched it, I thought this is the high
school of my dreams; this is the high school
of our dreams,” founding parent and
Chesterton Academy of St. Mary’s board
member K.C. Schnitker, a Catholic mother
of seven, told the Register. Schnitker said
she learned about the Chesterton Academy
model after her 19-year-old son told her that
despite her best efforts at home schooling,
“he needed more community [with other
Catholics living their faith] than what we
were able to do.”

Other children felt that way, too. But up to
that point, Schnitker had no other option
between the local public high school and the
local Catholic high school whose $20,000per-year tuition they could not afford.
“The purpose of the academy is to provide
an affordable education based on a classical
education heavily influenced by the
magisterium of the Church with an emphasis
on the progression of history, philosophy
and literature from ancient time to the
present,” explained Peter LaPorte, president
of Chesterton Academy St. Mary’s board.
The nonprofit Chesterton Schools Network
provides a tested model and experiencedriven guidance for the Chesterton
Academies and their focus on building
Catholic intellect, character and spirituality.
“It’s a full accredited high-school
curriculum,” LaPorte said, noting that
students will be reading original texts over
their four years.
“Students are motivated to speak up, do the
work, and discuss it intelligently succinctly
and clearly,” he said. Besides reading the
works of Plato and Aristotle, “They also get
to read some wonderful books by G.K.
Chesterton, as well, from Orthodoxy to The
Everlasting Man, through the four-year
curriculum.”
The school embraces the unique Oxfordstyle “House” system, in which students of
different grade levels are sorted into
different houses, which compete with each
other and create a sense of community
between students of different ages and
grades.
Schnitker said she was also deeply
impressed that the Chesterton Academy puts
a priority in helping students live joyfully
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and enter into a lifelong personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.
She said, “To encounter Jesus Christ as a
person is a major goal of the school.”
A New Hybrid Approach
The Archdiocese of Boston is pioneering a
new form of Catholic classical liberal arts
education with a sixth- to 12th- grade hybrid
model that combines online instruction with
real-world activities held at multiple sites
within the archdiocese.
The new Lumen Verum Academy will start
with sixth through eighth grades and aims to
add grades each year until it is a full sixthto 12th-grade school. The school plans to
have up to three hours of virtual classroom
instruction on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays, with in-person
student activities (such as field trips, hikes,
socials, clubs and liturgies) on Wednesdays
and Saturdays held at facilities made
available by the archdiocese in five different
regions.
Craig Dyke, co-principal for faith formation
and student life, told the Register that
Lumen Verum is meeting a need for parents
who want a classical education for their
children that is faithful to the Church’s
magisterium and provides their children
community to really grow in their faith.
“Everybody who’s involved [in Lumen
Verum Academy] has to take an ‘oath of
fidelity’ to the magisterium,” Dyke said.
Dyke said Lumen Verum Academy is taking
best practices for virtual instruction learned
through the pandemic, which is different
from in-person instruction, to make the
educational experience “something that’s a
lot more interactive.” Dyke said the model
also engages educational and faith-formation
insights from the lived experience of St.

John Paul II, who would often go on hikes
and other outdoor activities with young
adults.
“Your philosophy and theology comes out,
and your spirituality comes out, by taking
hikes, by kayaking, by sitting around a fire
pit and talking,” he said. “That’s part of the
aim for the in-person experience: just to
have that human connection where we live
life together.”
Karen Celano, co-principal for academics,
told the Register that Lumen Verum
Academy has an “integrated humanities
program” following the classical liberal arts
tradition, which covers history, literature,
philosophy, math, science and theology. The
classes will emphasize personal study of the
material, followed by Socratic discussions
with end-of-class assessments.
“We want [students] to see how faith and
reason work together,” she said. And,
particularly, Lumen Verum wants students
to realize “education is a joyful thing,
fulfilling and rewarding for its own sake.”
“We want them to go deep and think about
the topics in a deep, well-rounded way,”
Celano added.
Celano said one of Lumen Verum
Academy’s unique features is
the connection to “some of the greatest
living scholars of Catholicism around the
world,” such as Robert George, George
Weigel, Mary Rice Hasson and Dr. Grazie
Pozo Christie, through video conferencing
and video recordings.
“We want our kids to connect with these
[scholars] so they can connect with these
questions early on,” she said.
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Newman's Vision of Education as
Mentorship
Catholics across the U.S. without access to a
Catholic high school in the classical liberal
arts tradition now have a tutorial-based
option with the New Oxford Collegiate
Academy launching this fall. The school
blends online technology and guided athome work to deliver what it calls a
“STEM-rigorous classical liberal arts and
science curriculum” following Oxford
University’s tutorial model.
“The heart of the Oxford educational
method is the tutorial,” John Saladino, a
Catholic philosophy professor at
Georgetown University and co-founder of
the New Oxford Collegiate Academy, told
the Register. In the tutorial model, the
professor (or tutor) of each subject meets
with two to three students at a time, each
day, to discuss individually assigned
projects, essays and experiments every
week. Tutors also host larger, weekly
Socratic discussions with their students.
College professors and industry experts in
STEM fields also will routinely deliver
lectures for the academy.
Saladino explained the goal is not simply to
provide students facts, but with the
advantages of tutorial-based mentorship, “to
coach students to see the truth or import of
the subject matter themselves.”
The eventual goal of New Oxford Collegiate
Academy is to also establish physical
schools built on this Oxford tutorial model,
which Saladino said was heavily influenced
by St. John Henry Newman.
New Oxford Collegiate Academy, he said,
will allow tutors to work closely with
students and give them a “vision of the
whole” of both life and faith.

An important goal of the academy is to form
the intellect first and then the imagination,
so truth can guide a young person’s
appreciation of art and literary works.
“Newman played an important role in
shaping the tutorial at Oxford,” he said. “So
to have an Oxford education these days is
actually very Newman.”
Open to All
Elisabeth Sullivan, executive director of
the Institute for Catholic Liberal Education,
which provides consultation for opening
new Catholic schools (or transforming
existing ones) in the classic liberal arts
tradition, told the Register that the institute
has seen a surge of interest over the past two
to three years, “but even more so in the
pandemic.”
“We can’t keep up with demand from
people who want to renew their schools in
this way, or from people who are starting
schools,” she said, adding their consultation
services are now booked through the fall.
The educators launching these new schools
in the Catholic classical liberal arts tradition,
however, stressed that this way of educating
children is for all students and not just for
children who have exceptional intellectual
gifts.
Saladino, who is Oxford educated and has
taught 15 years at the university level, said
that high-school students are very capable of
this kind of education.
“This education prepares you for anything
you use your mind for, and it makes you a
good human,” Saladino said. “It’s a
formation that allows a student to be a leader
in any field.”
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Corpus Christi Academy’s Koopman
agreed.

results,” she said. “And we’re doing this by
using proven methods that are time-tested
and have been tested for centuries.”

“What we’re doing is we’re helping ordinary
children, and we’re delivering extraordinary
Peter Jesserer Smith
https://www.ncregister.com/news/new-catholic-classical-education-schools-advance-aspandemic-recedes
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Planned Parenthood Exploits Kids,
Sells Them Sex-Change Hormones to Make Big Bucks
Pro-life advocates long have fought against
Planned Parenthood’s exploitation of unborn
children for profit.
Now, the billion-dollar abortion chain is
being accused of exploiting children in
another way: cross-sex hormones.
The Christian Post reports a whistle-blower
inside Planned Parenthood recently came
forward after feeling troubled by the group’s
growing practice of prescribing hormones to
teenagers who say they are transgender.
Speaking to author Abigail Shrier, the
unnamed employee said the teens receive
very little counseling even though many
exhibit signs of mental health problems,
including self-harm. Rather than provide
adequate mental health care, she said
Planned Parenthood “rubber stamps” the
teens’ requests and treats them like “cash
cows.”
On average, she said her facility sees one to
two teenage girls requesting testosterone for
sex-change treatment every day.
The employee expressed concerns that the
girls do not understand the risks and the
counseling that they received is not
adequate. She said there is not even a doctor
working at her Planned Parenthood facility;
instead, an off-site licensed medical
professional is forwarded the patient’s
record and then “rubber stamps” each
request.
She told Shrier that the gender counselor
who actually sees the teens had “no actual
professional credentials or formal training.”
Here’s more from the report:

The young clients were prescribed hormones
with almost no examination of their
underlying problems, and medical oversight
was practically nonexistent, the staffer
alleged.
The Planned Parenthood employee, who
said she’s fully supportive of abortion rights,
noted that abortions were the “bread and
butter” for clinics. But now, she said, “transidentifying kids are cash cows, and they are
kept on the hook for the foreseeable future
in terms of follow-up appointments,
bloodwork, meetings, etc., whereas
abortions are (hopefully) a one-and-done
situation.”
Additionally, the employee said it troubles
her that young girls tend to go to Planned
Parenthood in groups for the transgender
hormone treatments, almost as if it is a trend
rather than a risky, life-altering decision.
She said she only witnessed one case when
Planned Parenthood refused a hormone
prescription to a young person.
“But other than that, we never turned away
anybody,” she told Shrier.
The employee said she is not the only one
with concerns. She said Planned Parenthood
staffers where she works talk about it “every
day,” but “we cannot bring it up in
discussion with management or the clinic
directors or anything because they have
these directives from administrators
upstate.”
The employee’s story echoes numerous
other allegations of unethical, dangerous and
illegal actions by Planned Parenthood. The
abortion chain, which reports billion-dollar
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revenues while calling itself a nonprofit
and paying its CEO a seven-figure salary,
has been accused of selling aborted baby
body parts, botching abortions that killed
women, covering up the sexual abuse of
minors, discriminating against
pregnant and racial minority employees and
more.
Yet, Planned Parenthood continues to
receive more than a half a billion taxpayer
dollars each year while maintaining close
relationships with some of the top
Democrats in government.

Its latest annual report, which is publicly
available online, lists 345,672 abortions, an
increase of nearly 4 percent from the
previous year. The number represents more
than one third of all abortions in the U.S.
Meanwhile, the same report showed that
many of Planned Parenthood’s actual health
services continue to decline. It provided less
contraception, sterilizations, cancer
screenings, adoption referrals and other
women’s health services than the previous
year, mirroring a continued downward trend.
Its patient numbers also have been dropping
steadily over the past decade.

Micaiah Bilger
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/02/12/planned-parenthood-exploits-kids-sells-them-sex-changehormones-to-make-big-bucks/

33

Cameroon Cardinal Says Schools Boycott
Turning People Against Anglophone Separatists
Cameroon’s Cardinal Christian Tumi says a
violently enforced schools boycott is tuning
the population against separatists in the
country’s Anglophone regions.
On Feb. 6, gunmen struck in a school in
Elak Oku in Cameroon’s North West region,
taking four children away. The children
have since been released, but the attack once
more demonstrates just how difficult it is for
children in Cameroon’s English-speaking
North West and South West regions to
pursue education.
Separatists had made a school boycott
the cornerstone of their fight for
independence from the French-speaking
majority nation. For the past four years, the
rebels have been attacking schools,
kidnapping students and teachers, and even
committing murder as a way of enforcing
the school ban.
The most gruesome act was on Oct. 24,
2020, when gunmen stormed the Mother
Francisca International Bilingual Academy
in Kumba in the country’s South West
region, killing seven children and wounding
thirteen others, although separatists denied
responsibility for the bloodshed.
“It’s a mystery for me,” Tumi said about the
incident. “Why kill children in school?”
Tumi, 90, is the Archbishop Emeritus of
Douala and Cameroon’s only cardinal.
“The suspicion is that it’s the separatists
who killed the children, but they say it’s the
army. How can the army enter a classroom,
and kill innocent children? And to date,
people have not been arrested in connection
with this heinous act,” he told Crux.

The Cardinal said he could understand that
separatists who had been campaigning
against the reopening schools could carry
out such an attack, but was at a loss as to
why the military would be involved.
“There was a case when the hand of a girl
was cut off in Bamenda. She had gone to
write the GCE [an academic qualification in
Commonwealth countries],” Tumi said. That
act was committed by separatist fighters.
“Because schools are not functioning, many
people are turning against the separatists,’
Tumi added.
To illustrate this point, the prelate cited a
case “when the boys went and kidnapped a
priest and the parents who went to register
their children in school. The entire village
came out in protest to demand for their
immediate release. They (the separatists)
took fright and freed them.”
Tumi himself was kidnapped and held for a
day on Nov. 5, 2020. Tumi was driving from
Douala to his home town of Kumbo with ten
other people when they were abducted.
“They forced us on their motorbikes, and we
did not know where we were going. They
took us through the bush until we got to one
abandoned house, with neither chairs nor
beds. We stayed the night there, not
knowing what would happen next,” Tumi
told Crux.
He said his driver wanted to revolt stage a
revolt against their captors.
“I told him to calm down. You (the driver)
have a wife and child, so if they kill you,
you have so much to lose. As for me, I have
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nothing to lose, given my advanced age,”
Tumi told Crux.

you aren’t ready for dialogue,” he
remembered.

“I slept on the floor. No matter the
conditions, when sleep comes, I sleep,” he
added.

“I also spoke to them about the school
boycott. I told them you are fighting against
your brothers and sisters and for that, I shall
never be in accordance with you,” the
cardinal said.

“When day broke, the kidnappers said they
were going to free me, but that we couldn’t
go the same way we came because the army
was already tracing the hideout. So they
asked me to call the governor of the North
West region. I didn’t even have a telephone,
but they gave me the governor’s number and
a phone and told me what to tell the
governor. I had to tell the governor that the
army shouldn’t try to free us by force,
because if they got into a confrontation with
the army, a bullet could hit one of us. I told
the governor and the governor said he had
instructed the army not to react. So they
took me on a motorbike over several
kilometers to one village, left me there, and
disappeared into the forest using yet another
route,” the cardinal explained.
But the kidnapping, despite its discomforts,
offered Tumi an opportunity to talk to the
rebels.
“I told them: you can have your political
stance in Cameroon, but you have to
understand that you could also have other
Cameroonians who hold opinions that
contradict yours. Looking at you, I don’t
agree with you on just two points: The first,
you are intolerant. When you say yes, and
the other person says no, you condemn
him/her to death, because his opinion is
different from yours. If you say yes and
another person says no, you have to ask him
why he is saying no.
That way, you would be ready for dialogue.
If you don’t ask the other person to explain
why their opinions differ from yours, then

He said some of the separatist had remained
in the bush simply because they don’t know
where else to go.
“There are some of them who don’t know
why they are fighting,” Tumi told Crux.
He cited the case of one separatist
commander who came and met him and said
he would leave Cameroon for good, because
he had lost trust in the military, and worse,
didn’t have faith in the struggle anymore.
“He said they thought it was going to be a
one-year fight, but that now, they don’t
know where the fight is leading. Many are
there because they are afraid that if they
come out, they could be killed,” he said.
Tumi called on the fighters to not be afraid,
and they could either travel or meet him in
Douala, or meet the archbishop of Bamenda
and their security would be guaranteed.
“I give them my word: come out and come
to me. Nobody will touch you,” Tumi said.
“Since the archbishop of Bamenda was
installed and it’s not long, he has already
welcomed 400 fighters. Some of them who
came here have been given some money to
establish themselves wherever they wish
within the country,” the cardinal said.
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican
Secretary of State and the chief advisor of
Pope Francis, visited Cameroon two weeks
ago to bestow the pallium – the sign of
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office for a metropolitan archbishop – on
Archbishop Andrew Nkea Fuanya of
Bamenda.

The Vatican ambassador to a country
usually performs the function, and Parolin’s
visit was seen as a move by the Holy See to
pressure both parties to find a just and
peaceful resolution to the crisis.

Crux Staff
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2021/02/cameroon-cardinal-says-schools-boycott-turningpeople-against-anglophone-separatists/
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Philly’s Beloved Catholic Schools Are Slowly Dying.
It Doesn’t Have to Be This Way.
Minimal financial aid from the state would help.
In the midst of the pandemic, we are
reminded of the difficulties of providing
quality education, as schools across the
country struggle with adequate funding to
remain afloat and give students the resources
they need. I know this pain firsthand. As
chairman of the board of Independence
Mission Schools (IMS), last week we
announced that St. Gabriel, one of our 15
grade schools in Philadelphia, would
consolidate its students into St. Thomas
Aquinas at the beginning of the next
academic year.

students from a variety of faiths and
backgrounds. IMS currently educates about
4,000 students at 14 schools across many
diverse neighborhoods and communities in
Philadelphia, and 80% of our enrollment is
non-Catholic.

It doesn’t have to be this way — yet recently
that’s been the trend. In November, the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia shared it will be
shutting the doors of two high schools at the
end of the school year. St. Basil Academy in
Jenkintown is also closing in 2021. The slow
but steady decline of enrollment at private
schools is not a new trend, but it has been
dramatically accelerated by the pandemic.
Since 1970, there has been a nearly 40%
reduction in private school enrollment.
Nobody ever wants to make the difficult
decision to close a school, but there comes a
point when it is no longer financially
feasible.
Closing St. Gabriel was a difficult decision
that came after much deliberation and only
after every other option was exhausted.

Like everything, it comes down to funding.
Schools like those operated by IMS would
not have to close with $2,500 per child of
increased scholarship support and state aid
— a pittance by public education standards,
as the Philadelphia School District spends
more than $16,000 per student, according to
the latest data from the Pennsylvania
Department of Education. When leaders do
not adequately fund all of Pennsylvania’s
education alternatives, they shift the onus of
educating our children back to local
taxpayers, depriving parents the ability to
make a choice and straining their districts’
budgets.

So what happens to these students?
Although there are nearby public and charter
school options, my hope is that families will
stay within our system. Some parents choose
Catholic schools specifically because they
want their children to be educated in the
Catholic faith, but Catholic schools enroll

When you look at school closures, elite
private schools that enjoy high tuitions
rarely shut down. Closures more frequently
affect cost-effective Catholic schools
benefiting underserved communities and
middle-class families.

Our leaders need to put their money where
their mouth is — they owe it to the parents,
the taxpayers, but most of all, the students.
Supporting school choice is noble, but only
if we set schools up to succeed. If that
$2,500 of increased funding was made
available for scholarships through programs
like the Education Improvement Tax Credit,
there could be a vibrant values-based
education alternative for the approximately
1,000 children affected by recent closures.
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The alternative for policymakers is to allow
these students to consolidate into an already
strained public sector and educate them at as
much as six times the cost.
With proper funding, the IMS network could
enroll another 1,500 students, providing
them access to a high-quality Catholic
education in a safe, nurturing, and inspiring
learning environment. With adequate
scholarship support, the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia could take nearly 15,000 more
students in its high schools. Similarly,
hundreds of other schools around the
commonwealth could serve students if they
just had enough scholarship funding.
For decades, Pennsylvania’s private primary
and secondary schools have educated
millions of children at low cost to the
education establishment and taxpayer.
Although private, they do a tremendous

public service and should be treasured as the
resource that they are. Without deliberate
policy to see that these schools survive, we
could bleed dry this goose that has laid the
golden egg and put more strain on public
schools, potentially increasing the state’s
budget by about $4 billion to cover the over
230,000 current private school students.
That would be a true loss for the state, the
districts, and most of all, the students.
Unless Pennsylvania leaders allocate
sufficient funding or tax credit support,
school closures will continue, school taxes
will increase, and parents will have fewer
and fewer choices as to where they can send
their children to succeed.
It was Benjamin Franklin, the quintessential
Pennsylvanian, who once said, “An
investment in knowledge pays the best
interest.” It’s time we heed his advice.

Brian McElwee
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/st-gabriel-closing-south-philly-catholic-schoolsindependence-mission-network-20210125.html
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All Our Children Deserve the Best, Healthiest Schools
I needed that!
Last week, I visited the Father Vincent
Capodanno Academy, an excellent Catholic
elementary school on Staten Island.
While I often happily visit one of our grade
or high schools, the Covid has lately limited
my chances, so this one was especially
uplifting.
The two hundred or so beaming students—
including our wonderful special needs
children—in company with their renowned
principal, Diane Hesterhagen, their pastor,
Father Michael Martine, their devoted
faculty, staff, our superintendent, Mike
Deegan, parents, grandparents, neighbors,
and—because the school is dedicated to a
Marine Chaplain, Father Vincent
Capodanno, born and raised on Staten
Island, who gave his life tending to a
wounded soldier in Vietnam—many
veterans, gathered outside on that crisp day
to pray, reflect on Father Capodanno, and
recommit themselves to love of God and
country that is at the heart of faithful
citizenship and Catholic education. That we
did so on Inauguration Day was even more
meaningful.
Then I had the honor of blessing the statue
of Father Capodanno, with his family at my
side, and to tour the first-class school.
All of us hope that this radiant school will
one day be called St. Vincent Capodanno
School!
I write about this refreshing visit as we
celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week.
Support for our schools seems stronger than
ever from our parents, people, and the wider
community. They point to our superior test

scores, the exceptionally high graduation
and college admission rates, and the climate
of duty, virtue, faith, safety, and discipline
that is tangible in our schools.
This community affirmation went even
higher because our schools are open! While
scrupulously heeding all safety
requirements, the kids are there, as are our
brave teachers who are truly heroes and
essential workers. The professionals tell us
that our children and teachers are very safe
in open schools.
Sadly, while the wider community is on the
side of our schools, the government is not.
Our city has resisted two court rulings
that all children (in government and in our
independent schools) must be tested.
According to them, education tax money
(which the parents of our Catholic school
kids pay, in addition to the tuition!) is to be
used only for the students in public schools.
Why are we surprised? Last spring, after the
first stimulus bill, which, thanks to hard
work by both parties, including our own
Senator Schumer, all students in all schools
would be eligible for the sustenance
legislated, our city chancellor for education
sued to halt any funds going to the 10% of
students not in government schools. How’s
that for bias? Since those funds were to be
distributed by—guess who?—the public
school bureaucracy, when the aid finally did
get to us, we got pennies on the dollar.
When it comes to our tax money distributed
to our school kids, it’s the government
schools that are the elites, with the kids in
our gritty Catholic, many below poverty
level, and other independent schools
ignored, or, at best, picking up the crumbs
from the public schools.
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As one Albany legislator remarked, “And
here the Catholic schools do twice-as-good
at half-the cost,” and we’re overlooked.
Don’t get me wrong; we support all our kids
in all our schools. We want the public
schools—where most of our Catholic kids
go—strong and improved. We want all our
schools supported.
It’s about the children, not about the address
of their school.
As our superintendent of schools, Michael
Deegan, comments often, “We are not
asking for favors. We are insisting on what
is ours by law. We’re not asking for special

treatment; we’re calling for fairness and
equity.”
Our mayor has eloquently pointed out the
injustice of “two cities.” Sadly, we now
have “two sets of school kids,” one favored,
one ignored.
It’s about our children, folks. They all
deserve the best, healthiest schools. None
should be left behind. The tax money all our
people pay should follow the children to
their school, with none excluded.
This is a fight worthy of a Father Vincent
Capodanno!

Cardinal Timothy Dolan
https://www.cny.org/stories/all-our-children-deserve-the-best-healthiest-schools,21889
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Bishops Welcome Catholic School Legislation
As 1.65M Students Enrolled This Year
Catholic schools have been hard-hit by COVID pandemic.
Bishop Michael Barber of Oakland,
chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Catholic Education, applauded the
introduction of legislation called
“Supporting the Contributions of
Catholic Schools.”
Here is the statement from the bishops:
Bishop Barber stated:
“Catholic schools are a unique gift to the
nation. We honor the dignity of every child
through an integral formation that includes
academic excellence, but with an equal
focus on heart, mind, and soul. This is a
preparation not only for college and career,
but for heaven itself. This commitment was
on full display in the past year as Catholic
schools excelled during the COVID
pandemic. Amidst this national crisis,
Catholic schools rapidly transitioned to
online learning in the spring of 2020, and
our Catholic school leaders worked all
summer to prepare buildings for in-person
learning. In the fall of 2020, eighty percent
of Catholic schools offered some degree of
in-person learning.”
Catholic social teaching instills a love of
community and country with graduates
contributing to civil society at all levels,
most notably among our nation’s leaders,

including at the highest levels of
government and public service.
The bipartisan resolution in the House and
Senate highlights the following:
Whereas the theme for National Catholic
Schools Week 2021 is “Catholic Schools:
Learn. Faith. Excellence. Service.” and
reflects Catholic schools’ purpose to form
students to be good citizens of the world,
love God and neighbor, and enrich society
with the leaven of the gospel and by
example of faith: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—
… supports the dedication of Catholic
schools, students, parents, and teachers
across the United States toward academic
excellence, and supports the key role they
play in promoting and ensuring a brighter,
stronger future for the Nation.
According to the National Catholic
Educational Association (NCEA), Catholic
school student enrollment for the school
year 2020-21 is almost 1,650,000 in over
6,000 schools, of which 22% are from racial
minority backgrounds, 18.1% from Hispanic
heritage, and 24.5% from non-Catholic
families. The COVID pandemic has had a
devastating impact on Catholic schools, with
over 200 schools permanently closing in
2020.

Aleteia
https://aleteia.org/2021/02/09/bishops-welcome-catholic-school-legislation-as-1-65m-studentsenrolled-this-year

41

Why and How to Read Augustine’s Confessions
Many people are understandably intimidated by reading Augustine’s Confessions,
but most who make the effort find they are amply rewarded.
Here are some aids for those who take up this classic book.
In the comments to my recent CWR
article on different translations of
the Confessions, a reader related the
common experience of trying to read
Augustine and giving up. “The time to read
and digest the Confessions is a monumental
task.” He wonders whether it is worth it for
the average Catholic to slog through
Augustine. Especially, I might add, when
there are so many other good spiritual
writers out there with more accessible texts.
The gentleman then suggests a follow up
article covering “the spiritual value of
reading the Confessions” and some
“approaches to reading it.” While I do not
think the Confessions is required reading for
every faithful person, I do want to take up
this reader’s suggestion and offer some
guidance for those who do want to read and
digest it.
The spiritual value of reading
Augustine’s Confessions
The Confessions changes lives. I know this
is true because it changed mine. I read
the Confessions as a freshman in college
when I was a very lapsed Catholic in search
of a way. I admired Augustine’s questioning
God, his profound introspection, and his
honest struggles with sin. In
the Confessions, Augustine is everyman; he
is you and me, a sinner who struggles with
lust, ambition, and distraction. I have read
the Confessions more than a dozen times
over the past twenty years and each time it is
fresh. It is the kind of book that grows as
you grow. Each time I read it, I am

beckoned to go deeper, further up and
further in.
Augustine teaches us how to
pray. Currently, I am re-reading
the Confessions for an undergraduate course
I am teaching at Hope College. My prayers
were already formed deeply by this work
when I wrote my dissertation on it, but I
have found even now that I am praying more
throughout the day and that my prayers are
shaped by what I am reading. I find I want
to confess more, to praise God more, and to
see everything in the light of God.
Augustine shows us how to turn every
moment, every memory—good and bad—
into a prayer of praise and thanksgiving.
Augustine teaches us to do now what we
will be doing forever, that is, if we in fact do
now what he teaches us to do.
Augustine teaches us who God is and who
we are. The Confessions begins with a
distinction between the greatness of God,
who is eminently worthy of praise, and us
humans, a portion (or “particle,” in one
lovely translation) of God’s creation, who
are encumbered by our mortality, by
weakness and sin. Yet, we are made for
God. We are made with a dynamic
orientation toward him and we are restless
until we rest in him.
The Confessions explores the nature of God
and the nature of human beings in light of
God. So, in addition to learning how to
speak to God properly, we also learn how to
think about him, and ourselves, properly.
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Tips for getting through the Confessions
Get past the first five pages. The first five
pages of the Confessions contain
Augustine’s most famous line about our
restless heart, but they also contain some of
the densest and most rhetorical writing about
God, including dozens of questions he does
not answer! Some people just give up at this
point (though others truly love all the
questioning and searching). Just keep
reading. The narrative picks up and soon
you will be thinking about infant sin, bad
educations, adolescent pranks, sexual
escapades, heretical sects, overbearing
mothers, the nature of sin, as well as saints
and friends and God’s goodness and
providence and a story worthy of
the Coming Home Network.
Choose the right translation. Make sure to
choose the translation that is right for you
(see my essay here). If you are really
intimidated by the prospect of reading
the Confessions, then get the translation by
Fr. Benignus O’Rourke (a beautiful
rendering of the first nine books) or
the study edition by Ignatius Press (very
readable with helpful commentary and
essays from a Catholic point of view).
Or, seriously, listen to an audio
version. Augustine’s culture was an oral
culture and the Confessions was meant to be
heard. I have listened to the beautiful old
Outler translation on Librivox (free!) with a
solid reader with a charming accent. Audible
has more contemporary translations,
like Boulding or Chadwick, as well as the
wonderful 19th-century Pusey version read
by a great British actor. Again, choose the
version that is right for you!
Read it with someone. Can you get a friend
or group of friends to read it with you? Is
there someone at the parish who could help

lead you through it? Can you read a chapter
at a time aloud together and then discuss it?
Do something to keep yourself accountable!
Some insights for approaching
the Confessions
The Confessions is a prayer. Most people
think the Confessions is an autobiography.
But this is not quite right. There are
certainly autobiographical elements in
the Confessions, but the work is first and
foremost a prayer. It is a prayer of praise for
who God is and a prayer of thanksgiving for
what God has done in Augustine’s life.
Augustine invites us to pray with him, so
that, together as the body of Christ, we
might lift up our heart to God and find rest.
If you approach the work as an
autobiography (or any traditional genre),
you will likely get frustrated. But, if you
allow Augustine to stir up your mind and
heart to God without worrying about
understanding every idea or digression, then
you will find yourself being slowly
transformed.
The Confessions is meant to exercise our
souls. The Confessions is an exercitatio
animi, an “exercising of the soul.”
Augustine writes it in such a way to stretch
our minds and hearts so that we might come
to know God better and to love him more.
Augustine asks more than 700 hundred
questions in this book. Not every question
will be your question and sometimes
Augustine will teach you to ask questions
you didn’t know you wanted to ask! Either
way, Augustine is a fellow seeker who takes
us by the hand and drags us up to God with
him. Again, do not worry if you do not
understand all the twists and turns in the
story. Ask and seek and knock along with
Augustine and he will guide you from lower
things to higher things, from lower loves to
the highest One.
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The Confessions is meant to exorcise our
souls. The Confessions is not grace itself,
but many have found it to be a vehicle for
God’s grace. The Confessions is what we
might call a “general examination of
conscience” in which Augustine looks back
over his whole life, including his present
life, and (re)reads it in the light of God’s
mercy. He invites us to do the same. He
shows, tells, and models for us how
disordered loves can become ordered, how
we can learn to love the Creator over his
creations, and how to love his creations by
referring them back to the one who made
them.
Conclusion
At the end of Book 9 of the Confessions,
Augustine relates an experience he shared
with his mother, Monica, toward the end of
her life. As they both ponder her imminent
death, they turn their thoughts to the life of
the saints in heaven. But as they talk, their
souls are lifted up so that they come into the
presence of God until they both, together,
see, hear, smell, taste, and touch God.
Augustine, one of the most brilliant minds
the world has ever seen, shares this mystical
experience with his holy mother, an

uneducated middle class woman of Punic
descent.
I relate this story to drive home the point
that I do not think everyone needs to read
the Confessions. Some will read other
beautiful books and some will need no
particular books to get them to the same
destination. The important thing is to learn
to dwell in the presence of God and be
transformed. This is not a task for the elite
or the educated only, but for everyone.
Indeed, education often enough gets in the
way of advancing toward such a goal. And
this is one reason Augustine wrote
the Confessions: to show those read (or
hear) it a path up to God.
Many people are understandably intimidated
by reading Augustine’s Confessions, but
most who make the effort find that they are
amply rewarded. Whether you read only the
first nine books (which cover his aversion
from and conversion to God) or also brave
the final four books (which are profound
explorations of memory, exegesis, time,
space, and the Church), Augustine will
stretch your mind, for sure, and your heart,
if you let him. I think most of you will be
glad you tried. Whether you get a lot from it
or a little, you will get something beautiful.

Dr. Jared Ortiz
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/02/06/why-and-how-to-read-augustines-confessions/
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Modernity As Apocalypse Outlines and Offers a Tonic to Idolatry
Thaddeus Kozinski’s provocative book on “sacred nihilism”
provides analysis of the spiritual problem at the heart of modernity
while suggesting the logos-centered life of virtue as the answer.
Christian writers have become adept at
passing judgment on modernity and tracing
its historical development through the
development of liberalism. They typically
note how late medieval nominalists,
Protestant reformers, philosophers such as
Descartes, the Enlightenment thinkers, and
then nineteenth-century idealists each
further corroded Christendom and bestowed
on us today’s modern world. Modernity as
Apocalypse doesn’t challenge any of this,
but makes an insightful contribution by
focusing on the spiritual and psychological
aspects of the modern age. Author Thaddeus
Kozinski deems liberalism-based modernity
as not merely a historical period, but a
certain frame of mind, a “social imaginary”.
The author identifies idolatry as modernity’s
core sin because it has removed God from
the center of culture.
The book’s first of five parts focuses on the
history and nature of modernity. Kozinski
borrows much from Charles Taylor, who
defines modernity by its “immanent frame,”
that is, a worldview that excludes the
transcendent. Kozinski also cites Michael
Gillespie, who sees modernity as trying to
aggressively establish a new metaphysics
and theology. Throughout the book,
Kozinski shows how modernity clearly
achieves this unique metaphysical and
religious orientation through recognizing
and bowing down before a satanic sacred. It
is notable that the author associates “sacred”
with “satanic”: Christians must understand
that modernity, despite its own claims to
religious neutrality, has simply turned in on
itself by establishing its own ideals as
sacred.

Part two, “Logos,” provides the counter to
modernity. Though the concept of logos will
be familiar to most, readers would have
benefited from a clear and concise
definition. The author does show how logos
can give us the hope that we can escape
modernity’s ethical and spiritual straitjacket.
We must put logos at the center of culture
and education because the limits to our Godgiven nature prevent the freedom to create
our own telos. We are obliged to be the
“purpose-fulfilling creatures” of God’s
making. A logos-centered vision leads to
authentic happiness which differs from the
shallow happiness peddled by secular
society. Authentic happiness is infused with
meaning and comes from a religiouslyoriented life: “In short, we are obliged to be
happy because we have a duty to love the
gift of a divinely-bestowed, happy-making
existence, and we are encouraged
to desire happiness for its own sake” as a
way of expressing gratitude for the eternal
happiness that is a gift to us.
Kozinski argues for the integration of
Plato’s good and Aristotle’s ethics-based
happiness with Christianity. In other words,
he seeks a synthesis of Augustine and
Thomas. The pre-Christian doctors of the
soul, Plato and Aristotle, provided a solid
foundation for human behavior and
anthropology. Kozinski’s describes the
beauty of Plato’s vision and highlights the
Athenian philosopher’s fusion of the
spiritual with the psychological:
Before grace can divinize the soul, the soul
must yearn for divinization. What makes us
so yearn? A sense of the inadequacy and
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shadow-like nature of this world, an intense
feeling of alienation and homesickness, a
profound intuition that there is much more
to reality than what ordinarily appears to us.
Kozinski discusses the real value and vital
role of the humanities for the Church. The
humanities reach far beyond developing
reasoning. They help to order human
behavior. Kozinski refers to the famous
French philosopher, Pierre Hadot, who
argued compellingly that ancient Greek
philosophy was spiritual direction. Readers
might have benefited more from a longer
analysis of Hadot, particularly why he
judged the ancient Greek cure of the soul as
superior to Christianity’s cura animarum.
Kozinski’s argument shows that modernity
has not only rejected Christendom and the
Church. It has also rejected the
understanding of the humanities as the
search for the truth which pertains both to
this world and to metaphysics and the
human soul. The humanities’ ordered
perspective on the material world grounds us
in reality while opening us to transcendence.
While this argument is already rich and
convincing, references to Christian spiritual
writers with roots in both ancient philosophy
and Christianity, such as Clement of
Alexandria or Bonaventure, would have
rounded out the argument.
Part three, “Metanoia,” provides the basics
of tradition for Catholic educators. Much of
education should be useless, which is to say,
its own end. This leads to the argument that
happiness doesn’t come from the
instrumental or the utilitarian: “happiness is
the most useless thing since it is never a
means, but always an end.” The practical
training that we need as embodied creatures
should not come at the expense of the heart
of education, which universities should still
maintain.

Chapter 9, titled “Catholic Education and
the Cult of Theistic Evolution,” argues for
Thomism as a treatment for “nominalist,
scientistic, materialist, and fideist
rationalities” despite the unwelcoming
atmosphere such a philosophy would receive
nowadays. Kozinski admits as much,
observing that today’s philosopher needs
“metaphysical courage”. This hits close to
home for any reader who has attended
university or knows the struggles of
Anthony Esolen or Roger Scruton against
the liberal academy.
Though Modernity as Apocalypse sketches
out some very demanding philosophical
issues, the author is not guilty of abstracting
from the present. We get a very clear view
of modernity’s spiritual battle with
Christianity and the humanities as they have
been traditionally passed on. Plato, Aristotle,
Thomas Aquinas, and the keen
understanding of “The Satanic Sacred”, the
title of one of the later chapters, provides
practical wisdom.
Chapter nine’s robust rejection of Darwinian
evolution, specifically macro-evolution
(while accepting the concept of microevolution), alerts us to the idolatries that
Christians fall into when we go along with
the zeitgeist. Following chapters clarify how
idolatry is inherent to modernity’s
antichristian tradition. Unsurprisingly, this
has ramifications for education. The author
ably depicts modernity’s educational
failures, which stem from the lack of
traditional Christian metaphysics rooted in
ancient Greek philosophy. The author refers
to Alistair MacIntyre’s convincing
observation of liberalism’s dissolving nature
and the ensuing effects on education. This
dissolution, according to Kozinski, leads to
both deep confusion and dishonest liberal
ideologies. As at many other points in the
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book, such observations echo the
observations and frustrations of many of us.
Part four (“Keep Yourself from Idols”)
argues that since modernity has made its
own sacred space, Christians risk
worshiping false gods by adopting its
values. This includes the current notion of
freedom. This notion shares nothing with the
traditional view of freedom. Post-traditional
society has been misrepresenting values and
virtues by cultivating its own theology and
sacred practices. Kozinski cites James
Kalb’s observation of the roots to this
ideological dishonesty: “To refuse to talk
about the transcendent, and view it as
wholly out of our reach, seems very cautious
and humble. In practice, however, it puts our
own thoughts and desires at the center of
things, and so puts man in the place of
God.” In other words, all is not what it
seems with modernity’s claims about
religion. Perhaps disturbing for some
readers, Kozinski criticizes contemporary
conservative Christianity in America for
absorbing too many secular idols,
particularly the worship of state power,
which is often military in nature.
Part five, “Apocalypse,” doesn’t promise
readers a happy ending in this world, though
Kozinski explains how we as Christians are
called to understand and relate to an
antichristian society. It is here that the
author most fully develops his insightful
observations about the new sacred, satanic
order. He links modernity back to the first
rebel: “The essence of the Luciferian
program is to seduce human beings into
believing that their salvation lies in
experiencing and acting upon the ‘freedom
of absolute autonomy’ that Lucifer
inaugurated when he rebelled against God.”
While Kozinski argues throughout the book
that the Church must be allowed its proper
sphere in any society, and that Christians

cannot compromise with modernity, these
ending chapters most forcefully link
modernity to evil. Modernity fails to build a
society of love because it fails to value love.
This leads to the “worship of nothingness”,
to spiritual and metaphysical nihilism. We
flee God, love, and metaphysical reality
through our abstract creations.
Modernity has built a unique and powerful
version of Plato’s cave in which modern
humans take shadows for reality. The cure is
the Church, as only she can show us the true
nature of these shadows — literally nothing.
The author’s assertive ecclesiology, the
robust position that he calls the Church to
take in society, is refreshing and hopeful.
Yet readers may be unsettled by what the
author declares to be shadows, which
include the belief in freedom, empty desire,
empty belief, or “belief in belief”. Such
logic leaves readers with little choice but
either to reject modernity, however terrible
this choice may seem, or to reject Kozinski’s
argument.
The book ends by turning to Rene Girard’s
prophetic vision. His groundbreaking
scapegoating theory led to prescient
observations, including the following cited
by Kozinski: “You can foresee the shape of
what the Antichrist is going to be in the
future: a super victimary machine that will
keep on sacrificing in the name of the
victim.” The striking relevance of Girard’s
words reflects the striking relevance
of Modernity as Apocalypse, especially the
final chapters ,which argue successfully that
politics is not downwind of culture. It is
downwind of the culture that is produced by
religion. This religion, at present, promotes
the satanic sacred. Kozinski weaves into his
own argument Girard’s assertion that only
Christianity breaks the scapegoating cycle,
which we see in Peter’s ability to snap out of
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his betrayal against Jesus when the cock
crowed the third time.
Overall, Modernity as Apocalypse offers a
considerable analysis of the spiritual
problem at the heart of modernity while
suggesting the logos-centered life of virtue
as the answer. Later chapters may be painful
reading to conservative Christians who, the
author contends, have often been guilty of

their own form of modernity-induced
political correctness. Yet Modernity as
Apocalypse provides a tonic to idolatry and
the ensuing frustration that many Christians
feel. This leaves readers with the hope that
we can start by changing ourselves and our
own perceptions which seem to be unduly
influenced by modernity’s sick idols and
values.

Brian Welter
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/02/06/modernity-as-apocalypse-outlines-and-offersa-tonic-to-idolatry/
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Marian Sisters Move to New Santa Rosa Convent
A conversation with Reverend Mother Teresa Christe as the Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa
approach significant milestones in their young history.
Catholicism first came to northern coastal
California, in what today makes up the
Diocese of Santa Rosa, both from
missionary priests and the Ursuline Sisters
of Ohio, who came to establish an all-girls
school in the 1880s. Upon arrival, the sisters
recognized that a more immediate need was
to catechize the children of the pioneers who
inhabited the region. After they began, the
bishop of San Francisco, who oversaw the
area at the time, recognized the crucial work
of the sisters and began sending his priests
to establish parishes where the sisters had
been. The Diocese of Santa Rosa would
eventually be established in 1962, and today
numbers 140,000 Catholics.
The Ursulines were the dominant women’s
religious community in the diocese for
decades, but today, other than a few retirees
living independently in the area, have
withdrawn from the region. Filling the void
has been a new, rapidly growing community
of nuns, the Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa,
who view the first Santa Rosa Ursulines as
their forebears and see their role as
continuing the work of the Ursulines, related
the Marian Sisters’ superior, Reverend
Mother Teresa Christe. In fact, the Marian
Sisters regularly go to the Santa Rosa
gravesites of those first Usulines to pray the
Rosary and connect with them.
CWR featured the Marian Sisters in 2014;
click here to read the story of their
establishment. Since their founding, the
Marian Sisters have gone from four
members to 18, with several more slated to
enter the community in August.

In the upcoming months the Marian Sisters
will celebrate two milestones in the
establishment of their community: 1) in
March, their relocation to a larger convent
built in 1957 which they purchased and
which once housed the Ursuline Sisters, and
2) in January 2022, the 10-year anniversary
of their founding. Reverend Mother Teresa
Christe recently spoke to CWR about the
Marian Sisters’ work.
CWR: What is the work of your nuns?
Reverend Mother Teresa Christe: Our
charism is to communicate the beauty,
goodness and truth of the Catholic faith. The
way that is played out is that the Lord has
called many of our sisters to teach in one
form or another. One of our sisters, for
example, is the religion coordinator for a
parish school, preparing students for the
reception of First Confession and
Communion, and Confirmation. Another
teaches religion in a parish, providing
instruction to children who attend nonCatholic schools who might otherwise not
receive such instruction. She is assisted by
our other sisters and laypeople. One of our
sisters is a religion and music teacher at the
cathedral elementary school; we have
another who teaches kindergarten and a fifth
who teaches at a diocesan high school where
I used to teach.
Additionally, pre-COVID our sisters went
regularly in teams of two to our Catholic
schools, presenting a devotion or a virtue of
the month to students.
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We have a high visibility at our chancery
office. One of our sisters works there in faith
formation in the Catholic Schools
department. She is involved with education
in the faith of our Catholic school teachers
and promotes Catholic culture in our
schools. She might organize, for example,
an online Rosary with our bishop in
conjunction with the different school sites.
Another has an administrative role with the
marriage tribunal and a third works in the
Office of Stewardship and is involved in
many meetings with the bishop’s council.
Our sisters love it, as it gives them the
opportunity to know our priests well. Part of
our spirituality is a spiritual motherhood for
priests, praying and making sacrifices for
them, and helping them in any way we can.
CWR: One comment you have made
previously is that both you and Santa Rosa
Bishop Robert Vasa have a zeal for
evangelization and that you wanted your
sisters to make a contribution to the spiritual
revival of the diocese. Do you think your
community has made such a contribution?
Mother Teresa Christe: I do. Our Lord has
called us forth to integrate into our diocese
and live out our charism. For nearly a
decade now we have been establishing
relationships with people who weren’t too
sure about us when we arrived. When they
first saw us, they wondered, “Who are these
sisters in full habit?” Over the years a
mutual appreciation and respect has
developed between us that has allowed us to
achieve success in our apostolates.
CWR: Part of your spirit is also to live out
the fullness of the liturgical life.
Mother Teresa Christe: Yes. Our sisters
participate in both the extraordinary and the
ordinary forms, helping priests with the

linens, as I mentioned, or caring for the
sacred vessels. One of our sisters is the
sacristan at the Cathedral parish. Several of
our sisters are also very gifted musically and
are engaged in music ministry. They
promote the traditional musical treasury of
the Church, including Gregorian chant or
polyphony. You’ll find us singing at
liturgies in the dioceses, and at ordinations
or Confirmation ceremonies.
CWR: How is it that your community came
to purchase the Ursuline convent?
Mother Teresa Christe: We first lived in the
bishop’s former residence, and then moved
into a single-level apartment convent where
we have been for the past four years. This
site has been a blessing. It is within walking
distance of the cathedral parish, is private
and gated, and has a grassy courtyard. But it
can only accommodate 20, so we can see
that we will soon run out of space.
To support the Marian Sisters, we have a
Marian Sisters Lay Council, a group of
about 12 individuals who love the sisters
and support consecrated life. Our members
include an architect, a real estate agent, a
construction manager, a deacon and a priest.
They are professionals, some former CEOs,
who meet monthly to advise me on the
business aspects of running a convent and to
introduce me to potential donors. I’ve been
very grateful for their advice; it has enabled
me to focus less on business matters and
more on the spiritual growth of the sisters.
The council has been helpful in providing
for our temporal needs, and helping us
acquire what we need for growth.
For the past year and a half, the council and
I have recognized that we needed a larger
space. We looked at different areas of the
diocese, but it was the bishop’s preference
that we stay within the City of Santa Rosa,
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because of its population density and it’s
where the Catholic schools we serve are.
After a lot of looking, I was resigned that we
were going to have to buy land and build. I
had contacted the Ursuline Sisters about
acquiring their former convent, which is
located at 400 Angela Drive in Santa Rosa,
but they were not interested. In prayer, I told
Our Lord that if we build, I will have to
occupy my time getting permits and
overseeing construction, which would
distract me from the spiritual. I wrote the
Ursuline Sisters one last letter last August
reminding them of our interest in the
facility, but they responded that they were
still not interested. But, a few weeks later,
they changed their minds, and approached
Bishop Vasa giving him first right of refusal
to acquire the property.
What a miraculous change in
circumstances! The site has 37 cells, a large
chapel, offices and a refectory [dining
room], and is located on 45 acres. It is in
Santa Rosa, 10 minutes from the cathedral,
close to the chancery and close to the
elementary schools and high school we
serve. The Ursuline Sisters were using it as a
retreat center until the October 2017 Tubbs
fire, which burned down some of its
buildings.
CWR: What is the Marian Sisters’
relationship with Bishop Vasa?
Mother Teresa Christe: He is our canonical
founder. He has been very supportive of all
we do. He lets the Holy Spirit work through
our charism. I go to him for advice, and
while he never tells me what to do, he will
strongly advise me. I would be a fool not to
follow his leadership.
CWR: What is the typical day like for your
sisters?

Mother Teresa Christe: We gather in our
chapel at 5:45 a.m. We have an hour of
adoration with mental prayer, and have the
chanting of Lauds. We have Mass at 7 a.m.,
celebrated by our wonderful chaplain, Fr.
Jeffrey Keyes.
We have breakfast, and our sisters in
formation at home begin their duties, such as
cooking and laundry, and take classes. Our
sisters in apostolates leave for their work;
before they go I give them a special
blessing, and pray to Our Lady to protect
them.
Our sisters at home have mid-day prayer, the
Angelus at 11:45 a.m. and lunch. Our sisters
in apostolate pray the Rosary with their
students or in pairs, or on a Rosary walk.
Our sisters at home have an hour of personal
time from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. They can rest,
study or develop their talents. Some sew,
play musical instruments or exercise. At 2
p.m., we resume household duties and
studies. At 4:15 p.m. we have community
recreation time. Most communities have this
later in the day, but we like to have it when
the sun is still out. Our sisters might play
volleyball or whiffle ball, or ultimate
Frisbee. When it rains, we do handcrafts. It
is a time of fun, joy and mutual good will.
At 5:15 p.m., we chant Vespers and have
spiritual reading. We have dinner, Compline
and there is time for evening study.
CWR: Where are your vocations coming
from?
Mother Teresa Christe: They come from all
over. We have a postulant class of four now.
One is from Connecticut, another from
Boise, Idaho, one from Southern California
and the fourth from New York. We have an
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incoming class forming which will begin
August 6. Three of five have been approved;
one is from Spokane, Washington, and two
are from Texas.
They find out about us by word of mouth;
several came at the recommendation of their
spiritual directors. We have a Facebook
page, too, and have been featured in the
New Liturgical Movement. Many women
are attracted by our charism, and have a love
for the liturgy and reverent worship. About
half of the Masses we attend are the
traditional Latin Mass, and several of our
women were attracted to that, along with a
reverent Mass in the ordinary form.
CWR: What kind of woman do you think
would be a good fit for your community?
Mother Teresa Christe: One who has a love
for the liturgy and reverent worship. One
who has a great love for Our Blessed
Mother, and who practices the total
consecration to Jesus through Mary. The
Marian spirit permeates our lives.
One who has a great love for priests, and
who wants to participate in intercessory
prayer and sacrifice for them. One who has a
love for truth, teaching and communicating
the Faith, although she doesn’t need to be a
teacher.
CWR: Why do you think your community
has attracted vocations?
Mother Teresa Christe: I believe firmly that
in the first 10 years of a religious
community, God calls those vocations who
will be the living stones and foundational
members who will live the charism and hand
it on to the next group. It is not so much my
doing, but the sisters embracing the charism,
and offering the gift of themselves to the
community and God’s work. These

contributions lead to the blossoming of a
beautiful community spirit which many find
appealing.
CWR: The past year has been a hard one on
the Church. Catholic schools have closed,
and Mass attendance has dropped
dramatically in some places. How can we
return to a more vibrant and widespread
practice of the faith?
Mother Teresa Christe: California was hit
hard by the virus and its related restrictions.
It has been very strict. We cannot enter our
churches, but must have Mass outside. We
don’t have snow here in Santa Rosa, but it
gets cold in the winter. We’re also told that
we have to wear masks and practice social
distancing.
Some have given up going to church, but
among others I have observed a real drive to
continue to live the sacramental life. They
are willing to sacrifice and put up with
uncomfortable circumstances to receive the
sacraments. I think this willingness to
sacrifice is the way back.
I’ve also been pleased with the adjustments
people have made under our circumstances.
Groups such as the Knights of Columbus,
for example, have put up outdoor tents for
Mass to alleviate the effects of the cold
weather. In my community, the sisters have
been ingenious in using the Internet to
continue teaching their religion classes, and
have arranged for outdoor Masses and
confessions for their students.
CWR: Santa Rosa has been hit by some
harsh wildfires in recent years. How have
the Marian Sisters fared?
Mother Teresa Christe: The 2020 fires
affected many, but not us directly. Our
sisters did not have to evacuate. We were
ready to leave, and had an exit plan, but we
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did not have to. In fact, we were one of the
few pockets in Santa Rosa that did not have
their electricity turned off.

your relationship with the CMRI
community? Are you still in
communication?

I went to the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
and asked him, “Why are you sparing us?” It
came to my heart that the daily living of our
vows, including our daily prayer and
sacrifice, is precious to the Lord and he was
preserving us so that we could continue to
live for his glory and for the people
suffering from the fires. Our daily routine
was hardly interrupted by the fires, and, in
fact, we added hours of adoration to pray for
the victims of the fires.

Mother Teresa Christe: Our communication
with that community has been very
minimal. They continue their life, and we
ours. We pray for one another.

CWR: Have any of your sisters been sick
during the pandemic?
Mother Teresa Christe: No. Our sisters in
the apostolate have regularly been tested for
COVID-19, but no one has tested positive.
CWR: Do recent national developments lead
you to fear that the Catholic Church will be
persecuted in the United States?
Mother Teresa Christe: We are aware that
that may be in our future. While not
focusing too much on what the future might
hold, we have to prepare for possible
persecution.
CWR: Your original members came from a
group not in union with Rome, the CMRI
(Congregation of Mary Immaculate Queen).
Have there been any new developments in

CWR: What are your plans for moving into
your new home?
Mother Teresa Christe: With all our prayers
to St. Joseph to help us find a new home, it
is appropriate that our target date for moving
in is St. Joseph’s feast day, March 19. We
will spend our first night in all-night
adoration, followed by Mass with the
bishop.
CWR: Is the convent ready for you to move
in?
Mother Teresa Christe: The buildings are
ready for us, but are in need of
beautification, as are the grounds. We want
to make the site a beautiful place for prayer.
CWR: What help do you need?
Mother Teresa Christe: We always need
help fundraising. People can connect with us
through our website or Facebook page. We
also invite the people to join with our sisters
in praying for a smooth transition, and that
this new convent will be a place where Our
Lord is loved and served above all things.

Jim Graves
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/02/05/marian-sisters-move-to-new-santa-rosaconvent/
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How One Diocese’s Schools Remain Open For In-Person Learning
Catholic schools around the United States
adjusted to the coronavirus pandemic in
2020.

two-thirds of the diocesan elementary
schools are meeting in person every day and
the remaining third use a hybrid model.

Halfway through the school year, one
diocese explained to CNA how it has
remained open for in-person learning while
local public schools maintain distance
learning.

And while the hybrid model is not ideal–
Vorbach noted that “half the freshmen class
hasn’t met the other half of the freshman
class, which is strange”–it serves a purpose
of “getting them [students] back in the
building.”

“Our schools have not been sources of
community transmission,” Dr. Joseph
Vorbach, Superintendent of Catholic
Schools for the Diocese of Arlington, told
CNA on Tuesday. Vorbach said that of the
nearly 17,000 students enrolled in the
diocese’s 41 schools, fewer than 200
students have been diagnosed with COVID19.
More importantly, Vorbach told CNA that to
his knowledge, no student or teacher for the
Diocese of Arlington has been hospitalized
from the virus.
Vorbach credited the precautions taken by
the diocese’s 37 elementary schools and four
high schools for keeping their students and
staff largely safe from the spread of the
virus.
These measures include requiring students
and staff to wear masks, instituting hallway
traffic patterns, repurposing large rooms like
the gym and cafeteria as classrooms to
facilitate social distancing, and keeping
groups of students separate from other
groups.
All four of the high schools have
implemented some sort of hybrid model of
learning, where different cohorts of students
alternate between in-person and virtual
education each week. Meanwhile, around

“And, it facilitates in-person instruction,
which makes the home (learning) time
stronger,” he said.
Vorbach spoke with CNA ahead of Catholic
Schools Week, an annual week-long
celebration of Catholic education in the
United States. The 2021 celebration will be
held from Jan. 31 through Feb. 6.
As CNA reported last summer, Catholic
dioceses scrambled to plan for the 2020-21
academic year during the pandemic. Some
dioceses required parents to sign a waiver of
liability for their child to return to in-person
learning at schools; others offered remote
learning options, or petitioned local
authorities to reopen for in-person learning.
On Jan. 26, three members of the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) were
published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA), claiming that
schools could safely reopen for in-person
learning during COVID-19 provided that
they took certain precautions.
In addition to masks and social distancing,
Vorbach said that diocesan schools took
proactive steps to stop the spread of the
virus ahead of the traditional flu season.
After Thanksgiving and Christmas, many
schools opted to go entirely virtual for one
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week “out of an abundance of caution,” in
case any students or staff contracted the
virus over the holidays.
“Things have gone really well,” Vorbach
told CNA. “It has to be said that it’s going
well because of the great planning that went
into these mitigation plans, and the
following of the mitigation plans.”
One school did temporarily stop in-person
learning before Christmas, due to a virus
outbreak.
“Out of an abundance of caution coming out
of the holiday, they remained in e-learning,”
Vorbach said. “But they’re back in business
again with their in-person models.”
Over time, schools have improved at
handling cases of the virus, he said.
“Each time a school went through its first
instance of having a teacher or a student test
positive, there was that nervousness and
anxiety about exactly how to handle it,” he
said. But as the months went on, Vorbach
said the schools “started to develop a lot of
great collaborative sharing going on among
those who had gone through it.”
“And honestly, the public health folks in all
the counties have been really great,” he said.
“The nurses in our schools have been great.”
Meanwhile, in Arlington Public Schools,
Alexandria City Public Schools and Fairfax
County Public Schools–all of which are in
the territory of the Arlington Diocese–inperson learning of any form is not occurring
for the vast majority of students. Many
kindergarteners have yet to go to a
classroom.

Dr. Francisco Duran, superintendent of
Arlington Public Schools, declined to give a
date as to when classrooms and schools
would re-open and said “no decisions have
been made.”
“My commitment to the health and safety of
students and staff remains and I will not
announce dates until we are ready and
confident in mitigation and operational
readiness for larger groups of our staff and
students,” said Duran in a statement released
Jan. 23.
Vorbach admitted that, as the local public
schools were not re-opening back in
September and August, there was a “level of
uncertainty” associated with the diocesan
schools opening for in-person learning.
“I think you’d have to say [things
went] better than expected,” he said.
Enrollment has remained stable, with
waiting lists at some schools, and while
there has been learning loss associated with
the pandemic, overall “the loss is less in
Catholic schools than the larger dataset,”
said Vorbach.
Students at Diocese of Arlington schools
recently took standardized tests, he noted,
which will help schools strategize how best
to respond to students falling behind in
learning.
But most of all, Vorbach is quick to credit
the “effort of the principals and teachers,”
plus other school staff, “who worked so hard
to make this possible.”
“It’s taken a lot,” he said. “I salute the
teachers and the principals who have done
so much to make it work, because they
believe in the value of having them there.”
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Christine Rousselle
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/01/27/how-one-dioceses-schools-remain-open-forin-person-learning/
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Lansing Diocese Adopts Gender Identity Policy
Consistent With Biological Sex
The Diocese of Lansing launched Friday a
policy on gender identity requiring that its
schools, parishes, and charities recognize
persons by the biological sex with which
they were born.
The Jan. 15 policy aims to ensure “the
highest standards of pastoral care for those
with gender dysphoria while also ensuring
that Catholic entities, such as parishes and
schools, have the capability and confidence
to safeguard those in their care from
contemporary gender ideologies,” according
to the diocese’s statement.
It was developed in response to the
Congregation for Catholic Education’s 2019
document Male and Female He Created
Them, which “rejected any ‘gender theory’
that denies the difference and reciprocity in
nature of a man and a woman.”
The policy makes explicit what is already
implicity contained in the diocese’s code of
conduct and employee handbook.
“Informed by faith and reason, the Church
teaches that our differences as male and
female are part of God’s good design in
creation, that our bodies – including our
sexual identity – are gifts from God, and that
we should accept and care for our bodies as
they were created,” says Richard Budd,
Director of the Office of Marriage and
Family Life for the Diocese of Lansing and
co-author of the new guidelines.
“Gender dysphoria is a real psychological
condition which causes real human suffering
that has to be met with genuine compassion,
rooted in truth and love, and accompanied
by the highest standards of pastoral care,”
Budd also says.

“Gender dysphoria” is defined by the
American Psychiatric Association as
“clinically significant distress or impairment
related to a strong desire to be of another
gender, which may include desire to change
primary and/or secondary sex
characteristics.” This desire to change sex
and its accompanying distress may be so
intense it can lead to depression and anxiety
and have a harmful impact on daily life.
The diocesan policy means that students and
parents will be addressed with pronouns in
accord with their biological sex; students
will participate in sports and use bathrooms
and locker rooms in accord with their
biological sex; and Catholic schools will not
cooperate in the administration of pubertyblocking or cross-sex hormones.
The diocese encourages counseling for those
distressed or confused by their sexual
identity, and it expects that its counselors
“hold a correct Christian anthropology of the
human person and understand and adhere to
Catholic teaching.”
According to Budd, “both science and
Sacred Scripture concur that the human
person is a body-soul union, and the body —
created male or female — is a constitutive
and integral aspect of the human person and,
as such, everyone, man and woman, should
acknowledge and accept his or her Godgiven biological sex and the sexuality that
corresponds with that gift – only in this way
lies a path towards an integral, sustainable
and happy life.”
“Invasive treatments, especially for children,
can inflict irreversible physiological damage
coupled with long-term psychological,
emotional and spiritual damage upon an
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already vulnerable person,” says Jenny
Ingles, Director of Fertility and Life
Ministries in the Diocese of Lansing and coauthor of the new guidelines.
The diocese’s statement notes that the
launching of its policy coincides with the
emergence of legal actions brought by adults
alleging malpractice by health authorities
who, it is claimed, recklessly encouraged
them to “transition” as children.
“Our wonderful Catholic teachers are
overwhelmingly motivated in all they do by
the love of Jesus Christ and they seek to
bring that love to the care of their students,”

said Tom Maloney, Superintendent of
Schools for the Diocese of Lansing.
“Applying that compassion to new ethical
dilemmas such as gender dysphoria can be
challenging – that’s why this new diocesan
policy on gender identity will help our
teachers form our students in truth and love
in order to promote authentic happiness and
uphold the common good,” he concluded.
With the new policies, the diocese also
issued a theological guide, “The Human
Person and Gender Dysphoria“, which
explains the teachings of the Catholic
Church regarding human anthropology, the
human person, and the pastoral challenges
posed by transgender ideology.

CNA Daily News
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/01/15/lansing-diocese-adopts-gender-identity-policyconsistent-with-biological-sex/
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Are We Educating For Freedom?
Education needs to move beyond slogans.
What if you saw this sign on the lawn of
your local school?
Together We Are Empowering All Students
to Pursue Their Passion and Succeed in a
Changing World
Sounds nice, doesn’t it? After all, who could
be against empowerment, right? They’re
going to empower all students, and “all” is
the apex of the recently-discovered virtue of
“inclusivity,” so that’s a plus, isn’t it?
Students are going to pursue their respective
passions—well, what’s the
alternative? Not pursuing passion? That
can’t be good, can it? What did the poet say
about passion and dreams? “What happens
to a dream deferred? Does it dry up like a
raisin in the sun?” Their gratification will
not be delayed! And they want the students
to succeed! If the only alternative to success
is failure, then succeeding is clearly
superior, isn’t it? And it’s certainly a
changing world we’re living in—that’s
undeniable. So the message of this sign is
unassailable!
Or is it? The sign is resting upon a dubious
view of freedom that I talked about in my
last column (find that HERE).
In brief, this view of freedom focuses on
being unconstrained, and does not talk about
what one ought to use one’s freedom for. “I
can do whatever I want!” is a declaration
that needs to be followed immediately by
the question, “What should I want?,” or
trouble will surely follow.
The appeal of the sign is that it gives one a
momentary rush of emotional tingles
(“We’re empowering the kids!”); the danger

of the sign is that if one empowers but
doesn’t guide or train, then the school
is failing while smiling; the opportunity of
the sign is that it gives us a chance to ask
some good questions and do some sound
thinking.
In other words, on its own, the sign is a
mess, but it can be redeemed.
What does it mean to empower
students? Does it mean giving them an iPad?
Does it mean giving them a slogan? Does it
mean cheering them on, regardless of their
direction or consequences of their actions?
Real education doesn’t mean simply
handing over technology and chanting
happy hymns of self-esteem. Real education
does include giving students information, of
course. It also
includes formation and transformation.
Formation is the process of taking the
student’s good potentials and possibilities
and actualizing them, making them real. It’s
the work that enables the students to go from
“I can’t do it” to “I can prove that I’m able
to do it.”
In addition, real education
includes transformation, that is, taking what
was incomplete, imperfect, or incorrect and
reshaping it and growing it rightly. It’s the
work that enables the students to go from “I
don’t do that well” to “I have done it well
consistently.”
That brings us to the question of
passion. I’ve suffered walking into a
classroom of listless and indifferent students
many times. It takes a lot of work to help
them to catch fire. They can do more when
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they are passionate; they also have to learn
to do their duty even when they don’t feel
like it—especially when they don’t feel like
it. They also have to be taught what to do
when they passionately desire what isn’t
good for them.
That brings us to the question of
“success.” What does it mean to succeed? Is
it graduation? A career? Wealth? Fame?
St. Ignatius of Loyola spoke of the First
Principle and Foundation: “Man is created
for the praise, reverence, and service of
God.” Achieving that end is the only real
success; failing to achieve that end is the
most complete failure. In other words, the
education that students need most is to learn
how to orient themselves towards what the
Creator created them for, namely, Himself.
The sign above is correct. We do live in a
changing world. I’m typing this on a
machine that would have been unintelligible

to me 40 years ago when my parents gave
me a portable typewriter as a high school
graduation present. A sound education will
help the students to learn how to be a
learner. A sound education will also help the
students to hold onto what is
unchangeable: Do good and avoid evil; love
God and neighbor as yourself; only God can
fully satisfy the human soul.
It seems to me that the school that posted the
sign on its front lawn offers the students
neither map nor compass, but promises to
help them get to wherever they choose to
go—whether it’s good for them to go there
or not. I think that schools can and should do
better than that. And our students certainly
need better.
When I write next, I will speak of time,
history and hope. Until then, let’s keep each
other in prayer.

Fr. Robert McTeigue, SJ
https://aleteia.org/2021/01/12/are-we-educating-for-freedom/
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This High School’s Culture Leads Many To Catholic Faith
Jesuit High School in Tampa, Florida, sees 22 students received into the Church.
In 2018, the Barna Group, a national
research organization, found a significant
increase in atheism among the so-called
Generation Z — young people born between
1997 and 2012.
The percentage of “Gen Z” that identifies as
atheist is double that of the U.S. adult
population, Barna found, leading the
researchers to call Gen Z the first truly
“post-Christian” generation.
Other surveys over the past few years have
painted similarly bleak outlooks regarding
faith among younger people.
But one high school in Tampa, Florida, is
bucking the trend. This month, 22 students
at Jesuit High School, including boys from
every grade level, received the sacraments
of initiation into the Catholic Church.
These days, many Catholic schools accept
non-Catholic students, and many nonCatholic families send their kids to Catholic
schools, believing they will get a better
education than at public schools.
At Jesuit Tampa this year, there were 14
students who were baptized Catholic after
growing up with no religion. There were
also eight who were already baptized in
other Christian denominations who went to
confession, were confirmed and received
Communion for the first time.
These sacraments of initiation took place
during two Masses at the school, on May 13
and 14, reported Jesuit Fr. Sean Salai
in America magazine.

“All about the culture”
Though this year’s “new class of Catholics”
at the all-male high school is quite
numerous, the number of students entering
the Church has averaged between five and
seven a year over the past decade.
According to school spokesman Pete Young,
it’s all about the culture.
“Jesuit Tampa has gradually built a culture
of actively inviting students to share the
Catholic faith,” America reported, quoting
Young. The spokesman “also credits the
school’s new campus minister, Jimmy
Mitchell, with helping to energize this year’s
process. Mr. Mitchell, hired last summer,
came from a decade-long career of traveling
as a Catholic youth conference speaker and
organizer based in Tennessee.”
Mitchell said an important part of the
success of the school’s R.C.I.A. program is
its “discipleship groups.” A dozen such
groups, consisting of eight to 12 students,
meet every week during their lunch period
“to explore in depth about their struggles
with various vices and personal issues,
challenging each other in their prayerful
conversations to go deeper,” America
explained.
Even in a year when the COVID-19
pandemic imposed so many restrictions,
Jesuit Tampa was able to maintain its
culture of discipleship. In fact, the limits
may have played a role in the increased
number of converts, inspiring “a lot of
creativity and generosity among our
students,” Mitchell told America. “Given
that we were still reeling from COVID-19,
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we didn’t want to wait for retreats and
international pilgrimages to come back
before we started helping students encounter
the love of God for them. We wanted to
bring the spirit of those retreats and
pilgrimages to campus in a new way: the
spirit of brotherhood, vulnerability and
conversion.”
Mitchell said that Jesuit Tampa has a “peer
ministry culture of identifying and
encouraging students who are respected by
their peers to take on leadership roles in
religious programming, thus empowering
natural leaders,” America explained. “This
framework proved useful for meeting the
needs of students seeking deeper
connections with God, others and
themselves during the anxieties of the
present time,” the magazine said.
“We have a ton of upperclassmen who take
their faith seriously and are very zealous,”
Mitchell said. “They’ve been pretty

profound witnesses as peer ministers for
these underclassmen.”
“I’m excited to see what comes as I get to
know Christ better, to be a happier and
healthier person in the coming football
season,” said freshman Luke Knight, who
considered himself a “none,” someone who
had no religious affiliation, prior to his
conversion. Knight also became the new
starting quarterback of the Jesuit Tigers
football team the day after his reception into
the Church.
Knight said developing a prayer routine has
been the most valuable part of the R.C.I.A.
process for him.
“I would say Jesuit [Tampa] has put
Catholicism in front of us in an easy-access
manner, to the point where it makes you say,
‘Why not?’” he said. “Meeting so many
great people of faith at Jesuit has really
made a difference for me.”

John Burger
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/22/this-high-schools-culture-leads-many-to-catholic-faith
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Learning In . . . And From the Past
Organized Western education arose most
directly from the studia generalia of
European monastic communities.
The studia were open to monks and laymen
alike and were a response to two forces at
work in Europe during the Middle Ages.
The first was the expanding interest in
classical authors and ideas caused by
interaction with Islam. Arab scholars are
said to have been centuries ahead of their
northern neighbors, and not just in the
translation of Greek and Latin texts (aided
by Syriac Christians), but in the important
work of developing and applying scientific
theories of Aristotle, Galen, and others.
The second force was the expanding
enterprises of monasteries, which integrated
science, the arts, and commerce. Whatever
the monks did – farming, winemaking,
brewing, translating – they employed the
latest available knowledge.
What happened to enlightened, forwardlooking, and scientific Islam in later
centuries is a matter explained in detail by
Robert R. Reilly in The Closing of the
Muslim Mind: How Intellectual Suicide
Created the Modern Islamist Crisis, and it’s
a cautionary tale, given our present “cancel
culture” – a reminder that any culture can
decline as it becomes more ideological and
iconoclastic.
Higher education had been an emerging
Western ideal as far back as the 7th century
and Charlemagne. Not only did that great
king’s love of learning influence the
development of writing, in the innovation of
Carolingian script, and literature – in
everything from the encouragement of
troubadours to the opening of libraries – it
also affected the structure and institutions of

higher learning. It was with Charlemagne’s
encouragement that the English monk
Alcuin introduced into the king’s palace
school a rudimentary program of liberal arts.
But education came to be valued, above all,
not so much for what it could do to make
man a more effective professional as for its
capacity to make him a better human being.
We see this in the work of clerical authors
such as Chrétien de Troyes. “The earliest
romances, the romances of antiquity,”
historian Stephen Jaeger has written, “name
two themes: love and chivalric combat. But
a quite different theme enters the romance in
the works of Chrétien: the education or the
moral formation of the knight. Mere
chivalric activity without some higher
motive brings a knight to ruin.”
We are living through an era now very like
the medieval period. The Internet is the
new scriptorium, where civilization is both
preserved and created – for better or worse.
The original scriptorium was the room in a
monastery (usually next to the library)
where scribes copied manuscripts. It was
essential since every volume in a library had
to be handwritten until Gutenberg invented
moveable type and began printing books,
after 1450.
A “book” – each one rare and precious –
would come on loan to the scriptorium, and
a scribe would copy it – usually and vividly
“illuminating” initial letters – for inclusion
in the monastery’s own collection.
We should hasten the rediscovery of the
virtue of education in the liberal arts,
instruction about enjoying life, and not just
about career advancement. I do not demean
vocational education, but to be a cultured
person is to have been liberally educated (in
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the intellectual, not the political sense). No
other kind of learning truly edifies.
Whether or not one gets that education in
school is irrelevant. And that’s a good thing,
given that most colleges and universities
have abandoned integrated instruction in the
traditional trivium (grammar, rhetoric, and
logic) and the quadrivium (arithmetic,
geometry, music, and astronomy).
The first true university was established in
Bologna late in the eleventh century,
followed by foundations at Paris and
Oxford. In each case, the universities were
extensions of cathedral schools or
the studia of monasteries, and their curricula
were focused primarily on theology and law.
But as they began to attract scholars from
around the world, men who brought with
them expertise in a wide variety of
disciplines, the universities developed
programs of study in what became known as
the liberal arts, i.e., education befitting a free
man (Latin, liber).
Today, some students flee public schools for
traditional private and parochial schools, for
non-traditional experimental schools, and
even, in increasing numbers, for
homeschooling. Even as we begin
experimenting with such reforms as
vouchers and charter schools, we must
remain cognizant of the important role that
“free” public education has played in
making American democracy work. (I
put free in quotes because nothing – and
certainly not schooling – is actually gratis.)
We may agree to one or another degree

about the failure of public education, but, in
such discussions, we may fail to recall how
successful it has been, and how clearly it has
been a major reason for American
ascendancy.
As Thomas Sowell has recently made clear
(in his book Charter Schools and Their
Enemies), charter schools in New York City,
which operate in the same buildings as
public schools, cost taxpayers nothing extra,
and whose students come from the local
catchment via lottery, have astonishingly
better outcomes by every academic criterion
than do the kids receiving instruction from
unionized teachers following state-regulated
curricula.
What is at risk in education at all levels
today is learning for learning’s sake. St.
John Henry Newman, writing in The Idea of
the University, makes clear his conviction
that the embrace of diverse curricula must
never degrade a university’s goal: an
educated whole person. Newman believed
that what was wrong with much thinking
about higher education, as about the idea of
the gentleman too (and which he discussed
in the same book), was the absence of
truly higher learning and higher living,
which absence meant too much
specialization and too little religion.
Newman knew that education – without a
vision of its proper end – is mere
dilettantism, just as he was right that a
gentleman without chivalry is merely a
dandy.

Brad Miner
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/05/22/learning-in-and-from-the-past
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The New State Church Comes For You
Children as young as six are being taught
“sex is assigned at birth.” They are being
taught that boys and girls can be born into
the wrong body, that boys can turn into girls
and girls into boys. Children are being
forced to use the “proper pronouns.” This is
happening in the public school, where
secularists believe religion was banned in
1962-63.
But none of these claims are based in
science. There are no objective scientific
criteria for being a new “gender,” for being
non-binary, two-spirit, or even “feeling” you
are the wrong sex. All of these propositions
are based on faith, a new heretic-hunting
faith that requires the imposition of its
beliefs on younger and younger ages.
Consider forcing a boy to call another boy
“she.” This is not only a monstrous lie; it is
also forcing a boy to recite a religious
dogma in direct violation of his own beliefs
that God created them male and female.
Secularists insist that religion was banned in
public schools with the school prayer
decision of 1962. Secularists insist we live
in a secular age. Nothing could be further
from the truth. In my last column, I argued
that we live in a deeply religious age, that
those who claim “none” status are still
profoundly religious. Even a certain
percentage of atheists believe God is
important to their lives. It is impossible to
get away from some vision of the sacred.
In this column, I will argue not only that we
live in a profoundly religious age, but that
there is a new religion, perhaps a newly
revived old religion, but more importantly, a
newly established Church. This official state
Church has been established through a series
of Supreme Court decisions, beginning with

the school prayer decision in 1962 and
banning school-based Bible reading in 1963.
Understand, the banned school prayer was
relatively anodyne:
Almighty God, we acknowledge our
dependence upon Thee, and we beg Thy
blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers
and our country. Amen.
It was written by a committee of Protestant
pastors, Catholic priests, and Jewish rabbis.
Thirteen New York judges upheld the
constitutionality of this prayer. Thirteen. It
was banned only when it reached the
Supreme Court. This began the process to
effectively remove Christianity from the
public schools, and it also cast a
disapproving pall over Christianity.
Somehow, Christianity was henceforth
suspect, if not dangerous for schoolchildren
to hear.
A year later, the Supreme Court banned
Bible reading in public schools and said that
the Constitution demands government must
remain “neutral” in matters of religion and
that this neutrality is achieved only if the
government limits itself to “secular”
purposes having primarily “secular” effects.
This decision was the Supreme Court
putting its thumb on the scale in the culture
wars. Before this moment, there was a
healthy debate in this country from the
founding onward about who we are as a
people. On one side are those we may call
the “providentialists” who see the hand of
God in history and believe this must play a
role in our public life and even be taught to
our schoolchildren. On the other side are the
seculars who believe religion can have no
part in our public lives. Both sides were
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represented at the founding, and the debate
between the two parties continued until 1963
with this court decision.

ourselves because it has been banned by the
high priests of the Supreme Court and
replaced with a new story.

These decisions were the beginning of an
established church. “Secular” may have had
many meanings over time. Most people
reading this are “secular” since they are not
“religious,” that is, not in religious
congregations or ordained. But in the
modern age, “secular” has come to mean
without God, without religion. Therefore, a
purely secular government must also be
without God. But we also know no man can
be without the sacred of some kind. And
into this supposedly bare secularity came a
new faith and a new established church that
was spelled out in subsequent decisions of
the Supreme Court; on contraception,
abortion, sodomy, and same-sex marriage.
This new established Church has been
communicated down through the federal
government, through the Justice
Department, and the Department of
Education, to the state and local
governments, and down to the schoolhouse
down the road.

Gender theory is not the only denomination
in the new established Church. There is also
pantheism, seeing the sacred in the
environment. It is interesting to note that no
less than Alexis de Tocqueville wrote
in Democracy in America that Americans
would have to choose between pantheism
and Catholicism one day.

Who are the priests in this new
Church? Anyone who wears a robe; judges,
academics, scientists, those who hand down
the new encyclicals that the faithful accept
without question. They say boys may be
girls. This fanciful idea has no basis in
science or even reason. It is a matter of pure
faith. And the faithful accept it and then
force it on others, including schoolchildren.
The Supreme Court decisions on school
prayer and Bible reading were crucial
because prayer and the Bible were part of
the story that we told about ourselves, about
who we were. In that way, there is no more
important place to tell the story of who we
are than what we tell little children. But we
no longer tell little children that story about

Yet another denomination in the new
established Church is the sex-obsessed who
see the sacred in the orgasm and their sexual
pleasure. Those involved in things like
bondage and domination speak openly about
how their proclivities are deeply religious
experiences.
All of these are one way or another being
taught to little school children, and this has
become the story we tell about ourselves in
the 21st century.
At heart, it is a debate between what
Professor Steven Smith calls the
“Immanentists” and the “transcendents;”
between those who place the sacred
exclusively on the temporal plane and those
who know the sacred may be present to us
here and now but exists beyond our vision.
This was the essential debate between the
pagans in ancient Rome and the Christians.
And now, the Immanentists have the whip
hand, and they are using it.
Catholics and other Christians must
understand that we are not merely up against
a new faith but a new faith that is an
established Church backed by the power of
the federal, state, and local governments.
But I do not despair, and neither should you.
On the contrary, as I write in my book—
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Under Siege: No Finer Time to be a Faithful
Catholic—this is a time of rejoicing because
God knows what He is about. He knew this
degradation of society would be upon us.
And what did He do? He sent the likes of us
here, right now, to defend His creation.

Things may seem very dark for us, but we
must rest assured that future generations will
look back with envy that they could not be
here with us, when things look so very
desperate, fighting against the new
established Church.

Austin Ruse
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2021/the-new-state-church-comes-foryou?mc_cid=0791983590&mc_eid=ef21518f2c
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The Remedy For “Canceling” And Division: Catholic Education
In the present moment, much of the popular
culture is taken up with concerns about race,
gender, and equity. But these questions are
unfortunately complicated by radical
ideologies and an intolerant “cancel
culture,” a type of religion that separates the
woke from the un-woke, the privileged from
the oppressed.
The cancel culture surrounds us and now
threatens to infect Catholic schools,
colleges, and homeschooling. But we should
not yield to it.
Authentic Catholic education does not
cancel culture; it elevates, redeems, and
transmits culture. It seeks out and celebrates
truth, beauty, and goodness, wherever they
are found – and if they are missing, Catholic
education points that out as well. The
transcendentals are not bound by culture,
time, race, or gender. They do not flourish
equally at all times, among all members of
all cultures, but can always be celebrated in
God’s Creation and the best human works.
The Catholic pursuit of truth, beauty, and
goodness and the Catholic understanding of
human dignity and the common good
provide a framework for dealing with
perennial challenges facing humanity,
including the current cultural crises
concerning race and gender.
Catholic education serves the common good.
Unjust discrimination based on race or
gender is an affront to the common good,
and therefore Catholic education should
respond to these evils with the fullness of a
Catholic worldview and morality. Catholic
educators should bring the joy of the Gospel
and the wisdom of the Church to bear on
social justice issues, instead of duplicating

or amplifying already loud and divisive
secular voices.
The Catholic worldview is based in the
dignity of all people and their universal call
to holiness and salvation in Christ, in whom
we are all are one. (Gal. 3:28). In Catholic
education, “there is no longer any distinction
between Gentiles and Jews, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarians, savages, slaves
and free, but Christ is all, Christ is in all.”
(Col. 3:7)
This worldview has no room for unjust
discrimination. In Catholic education, all
men and women and people of all
nationalities, races, and creeds are treated
with their inherent dignity as children of
God. Catholic education seeks to overcome
division, not to create it. The answer to the
division caused by the sins of racism and
discrimination is the unity brought about by
fundamental human fraternity and
forgiveness.
There are key things that Catholic educators
should – and should not – do to address hotbutton topics like race, gender, and equity.
The following is a partial list of some central
things that can help Catholic educators avoid
the pitfalls of ideology and division:
•

•

•

Embrace a Catholic worldview
throughout the institution, where
faith and culture enrich and speak to
each other.
Bring to the table the Catholic values
of faith, forgiveness, mercy, and
justice, and shun sins of calumny,
detraction, rash judgment, and pride.
Relate discussions to a Catholic
understanding of the human person
through a clear and convincing
Christian anthropology, which
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•

•

•

•

•
•

•

affirms our creation by God as male
or female and the union of our
bodies and spirits, as well as our
common humanity and destiny.
Teach students to analyze the
morality of human acts (including
separating the sin and the sinner),
properly attribute degrees of
culpability based on individual
awareness and freedom, ascribe sin
(in the proper sense) to individuals
not groups, and affirm the possibly
of repentance and forgiveness.
Help students discover the religious
dimension in human history and
compare the actions of peoples
according to Catholic morality and
virtues, but also according to the
level of development of a person or
culture and the impact of
surrounding conditions, knowledge,
and understanding of the time.\
Relate discussions to Catholic social
teaching, including its emphasis on
the dignity of all persons, the
sacredness of human life, the sanctity
of marriage, and its importance as
the central social institution – and
human fraternity amid national,
racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences.
Avoid compounding racial tension,
promoting tribalism, and “if you’re
not for us you’re against us”
thinking.
Teach the use of logic and reason to
uncover objective truth, especially
when emotion and relativism run hot.
Promote dialogue not for its own
sake, but as a means of pursuing
truth and a means for promoting
unity, which can only be found in the
truth of things.
Use faithfully Catholic materials on
racism, gender, sexuality, etc., – and
be very wary of speakers, materials,

•

•

•

•

•

and programs that promote division,
blame one particular group or culture
for all the ills of humanity, seek
vengeance, or stifle free speech and
religious freedom.
Avoid politically charged terms and
symbols that lack nuance and seem
to promote an “all in” approach to
complex social flashpoints – e.g.,
“ally,” which speaks the language of
conflict, utility, and political power;
or the “rainbow” flag, which
promotes allegiance to a cause that
does not clearly and fully embrace
Catholic teaching.
Avoid replacing academic pursuits
with activism, or allowing curricula
to be driven by the current news
cycle. Do not force students into
specific activities or protests, compel
them to identify themselves in
certain categories, and then attach
moral values or rank to those
categories, or engage them in
simulation activities that purport to
“feel what it’s like” to be
discriminated against.
Carefully selected music, art, poetry,
literature, movies, and personal
testimonies are better suited to
driving empathy, which is the ability
to enter into another’s suffering
without directly experiencing it,
allowing suffering to fulfill its
unifying capacity.
Always lead with Jesus, who is “both
model and means” for students and
in whom they will find “the
inexhaustible source of personal and
communal perfection.”
Catholic educators have a unique and
powerful message to bring to a fallen
world – a message of honesty,
compassion, unity, and forgiveness.
But we must beware of race and
gender ideologies that do not lend
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themselves to the higher and inspired
ends of Catholic education.
Daniel Guernsey
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/05/19/the-remedy-for-canceling-and-division-catholiceducation
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Benedict XVI To Minor Seminary:
What Has Withered In Germany Still Blossoms In Poland
Pope emeritus Benedict XVI has written a letter
to the Minor Seminary of the Archdiocese of Częstochowa.
Pope emeritus Benedict XVI has written to a
minor seminary in Poland, saying that he is
delighted to see “how in Poland still
blossoms what in Germany has withered.”

At the foot of the illustration, it says: “In
fact, there are! Come and see. The Minor
Seminary of the Archdiocese of
Częstochowa invites you.”

The retired German pope sent the letter,
dated May 7, to the Minor Seminary of the
Archdiocese of Częstochowa, located in the
southern Polish city that is home to the
venerated icon of the Black Madonna.

The minor seminary, for high school-age
students, dates back to 1951.

The 94-year-old pope emeritus wrote: “The
letter from your seminary, signed by the two
prefects and the dean, brought great joy to
my house. It is wonderful to see how in
Poland still blossoms what in Germany has
withered.”
He continued: “I particularly liked the
illustration which shows my brother and me
talking about the seminary and the invitation
to me to visit the Minor Seminary of the
Archdiocese of Częstochowa.”
“Even if, given my age and state of health, it
is no longer possible for me to visit you in
person, I am your guest with my heart.”
The illustration, shown on the minor
seminary’s website, features a photograph of
Benedict XVI as pope, walking beside
his late older brother, Msgr. Georg
Ratzinger.
In a speech balloon, Benedict reminisces
about the brothers’ time at a minor seminary
in Bavaria, southern Germany. Msgr.
Ratzinger, in reply, wonders if there are any
such places these days.

CNA Deutsch, CNA’s German-language
news partner, noted that this was not the first
time that Benedict, who served as pope from
2005 to 2013, has highlighted the decline in
priestly vocations.
In a 2019 essay on the crisis in the Church,
the pope emeritus wrote: “On the problem of
preparation for priestly ministry in
seminaries, there is indeed a widespread
breakdown of the previous form of this
preparation.”
The theologian said that after the Second
Vatican Council, “in not a few seminaries,
students who were caught reading my books
were viewed as unsuitable for the
priesthood.”
He added: “My books were hidden like bad
literature and only read under the desk, as it
were.”
CNA Deutsch reported that the number of
priestly ordinations has fallen by 60% in
Germany in the past 20 years.
In 2019, the country saw a record low of 55
ordinations across Germany. When the
future Pope Benedict XVI received the
sacrament of Holy Orders in 1951, there

71

were 45 ordinations within his Archdiocese
of Munich and Freising alone.
Catholic News Agency
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/05/20/benedict-xvi-to-minor-seminary-what-haswithered-in-germany-still-blossoms-in-poland-2/
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Parents Ask Francis To Urge Argentine President To Reopen Schools
Thousands of children in Argentina haven’t
attended school for over 18 months due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, and parents are
asking Pope Francis to lobby on their behalf
during a meeting with President Alberto
Fernandez on Thursday.
Through a letter sent to the Vatican,
members of a movement called “Organized
Parents of Buenos Aires Province” asked
Francis to push the importance of respecting
the right children and adolescents have to an
education.
Francis served as archbishop of the
Argentine capital from 1998 until his
election as pope in 2013.
“In a context of health, social and economic
crisis, more than 60 percent of children [in
Buenos Aires] live in poverty,” the parents
write. “In the vast majority of
municipalities, children have gone through
the last 18 months without attending classes
and more than one million children during
2020 lost touch with their school. Closed
schools only deepen this disaster.”
The parents also warn that as long as the
right to literacy is forgotten, the vindication
of all other rights will be delayed or
minimized.
Furthermore, they wrote, in most of the
cities or towns where in-person education
was interrupted in March 2020 – and in
many cases never resumed – children who
live in extreme poverty face even more
obstacles now, with a rapidly deteriorating
physical and emotional health. Many of
these children depend on their schools to get
at least one meal a day.

The parents’ plea to Pope Francis comes
after the Fernandez government sent
Congress a bill to regulate restrictions and
empower the president to suspend classes in
those districts that are struggling to contain
the spread of COVID-19. The decision by
the president to suspend in-person education
was poorly received by many mayors and
governors who openly challenged him on
the issue, including the mayor of the
autonomous city of Buenos Aires, led by a
member of the opposition.
With the help of a court order, classes have
resumed in Buenos Aires city, which
contains 7 percent of the country’s
population, but in the greater Buenos Aires
region, home close to 32 percent of
Argentina’s population, the situation
depends on the whims of the political
leadership and the teachers’ unions. The
unions, particularly those belonging to
public schools, have argued that it’s not safe
for them to go back to their classrooms until
they are all vaccinated.
However, several non-essential services
have already resumed their activities in
many parts of Buenos Aires, including
clothing stores and even cinemas.
“We know that school is irreplaceable, it
fulfills various roles, it educates but also
provides support, especially in adverse
social contexts,” the parents wrote. “Closed
schools have an enormous social cost that
we have not yet been able to quantify.”
Although the parents admit that they are not
unaware of the logistical difficulties
involved in keeping schools open, they
recalled that “recent research has shown that
schools are not the main source of contagion
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while, on the other hand,” the damage of
keeping them closed is apparent.
Organized Parents are convinced that
“schools should be the last to close and the
first to open in the face of the restrictions of
the pandemic that is sweeping the world,
since it has been proven that the classroom
is not contagious.” Moreover, the parents
argue schools have the possibility of
becoming places of prevention and detection
of the virus.
The grassroot movement also says that
“without education, our country has no
future because it is a fundamental right and
children cannot continue to be a variable of
adjustment.”
“We beg you to intercede with the
authorities so that they dedicate their
greatest efforts to guarantee the opening of
schools throughout the national territory,”
they wrote to Francis.
Though the nitty-gritty details of the
conversation between the pope and the
president will remain confidential, more
than once since the beginning of the
pandemic Francis has spoken about the
importance of children attending school
during this time.
“The pandemic, which forced us to endure
long months of isolation and often
loneliness, has brought out the need of every
individual for human relationships,” Francis

told the diplomatic corps accredited to the
Holy See in February. “I think before all
else of those students who were unable to
attend school or university regularly.”
“Furthermore, the increase in distance
learning has also led to a greater dependence
of children and adolescents on the internet
and on virtual forms of communication in
general, making them all the more
vulnerable and overexposed to online
criminal activities,” he added. “We are
witnessing a sort of educational
catastrophe.”
The pope will welcome Fernandez on
Thursday, on the first day of the president’s
stay in Rome, after visits to Portugal, Spain
and France. This will be their second inperson meeting since Fernandez took office
in 2019, and the first since the president
legalized abortion in Argentina.
The president is currently on a European
tour together with his Minister of Economy,
Martín Guzmán. The purpose of the
president’s trip is to gather “European
support” for the negotiations towards
refinancing the debt with the International
Monetary Fund.
The last known conversation between the
two leaders took place in August 2020,
before the Government announced the
restructuring of its debt for more than $60
billion.

Inés San Martín
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-middle-east/2021/05/parents-ask-francis-to-urge-argentinepresident-to-reopen-schools/
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Dublin Archbishop Defends Religious Education In Irish Schools
Dublin’s archbishop has called a proposal
that religious education could be “separated
out” of Ireland’s schools a “backward step.”
Archbishop Dermot Farrell was speaking on
May 13 at the Catholic Primary Schools
Management Association. Nearly 88 percent
of primary schools in the Republic of
Ireland are affiliated with the Catholic
Church but are state-funded.
As Ireland becomes more secular, the Draft
Primary Curriculum Framework has
suggested that religious instruction could be
separated out of the rest of lessons in
schools, or even left out entirely.
“The place of Religious Education in
Catholic schools is central, and the
curriculum should facilitate it generously
and with ease, not simply as a possible addon,” Farrell said.
“In all schools Religious Education, in one
form or another, has a contribution to make
to the holistic development of young people.
In the plural reality of society today we need
to build up respect for others rather than
diminish it by mistakenly downplaying
significant questions – such as the
fundamental importance of Religious
Education in schools provided in ways that
are wholesome and open to difference,” the
archbishop continued.
He said the Catholic school “adds
value,” helping young people to appreciate
the spiritual, the religious, the moral, as well
as the intellectual, creative, physical and
social aspects of life.
“The Catholic school speaks from its
deepest values to all, opening its doors not
only to young Catholics, but to those of

other denominations, other religions and
other worldviews, in a hospitable, respectful,
inclusive manner – inviting them to
participate in appropriate ways in what it
offers them,” Farrell said.
The archbishop also defended
the Flourish resources on human sexuality
developed by the Catholic Church for use in
government-mandated Relationship and
Sexuality Education (RSE) courses in
Catholic schools.
Flourish has come under fire from many in
Ireland – which has in the past decade has
legalized same-sex marriage and abortion –
for its promotion of traditional Catholic
sexual morality in state-funded schools.
Non-Catholics note that they often have no
choice but to send their children to Catholic
schools, and the program is “indoctrination.”
“Why on earth would non-religious parents
want their children taught moral and social
values based on the supposed teachings of a
god? There is no balancing of rights here,
but the tightening of control to ensure that
the Catholic Church can continue to
evangelize and indoctrinate,” Atheist Ireland
said in a statement.
Farrell said that “respect for all people, for
human life at all its stages, and for the
deepest understanding of sacredness of
human life,” is a fundamental teaching of
the Catholic Church, and
welcomed Flourish as “being respectful of
our Catholic ethos.”
“Catholic schools seek to create reflective
learning spaces where all of life is dealt with
in an appropriate, integrated, life-enhancing
manner, and where the spiritual is given its
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rightful essential role in the establishment
and maintaining of wellbeing,” the
archbishop said.
He also noted that even if sacramental
marriage between a man and woman in
Church is not for everyone, “our faith asks
that we put before our young people and
their families, such an understanding of
marriage as part of their formation for life,
and in the faith.”
“Flourish affirms the core of the JudeoChristian tradition: Every human being is
made in the image and likeness of God and
is loved by God as they are. The resource
material clearly states that any young person
grappling with questions around their own
gender identity or sexual orientation is be

treated with the utmost care and respect,” he
said.
Speaking in the Dail – the Irish parliament –
on Wednesday, Irish education minister
Norma Foley was questioned about
the Flourish resources, and said schools are
required to teach all aspects of the RSE
program, including family planning,
sexually transmitted infections and sexual
orientation.
“It is important to note that the ethos of the
school should never preclude learners from
acquiring the knowledge about the issues,
but ethos may influence how that content is
treated,” she said.
However, she said the government “will
make appropriate legislative changes, if
necessary,” to ensure that RSE education is
“inclusive.”

Charles Collins
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2021/05/dublin-archbishop-defends-religiouseducation-in-irish-schools/
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Bishop Barron: Stretching Out To Great Things
Commencement address for the University of St. Thomas in Houston.
I have the very happy responsibility today of
congratulating the University of St. Thomas
class of 2021! And also to express my pride
in becoming today a member of your class.
I’m delighted to be in your company. I
would also, of course, like to thank and
congratulate your parents, your siblings,
your friends, and your professors, who have
done so much to bring you to this day and
who feel a very justifiable pride in your
accomplishments.
My fellow graduates, I would like to reflect
with you, very briefly, on the meaning of the
formation in the Catholic intellectual
tradition that you have received here at
UST. A standard view today, on display in
practically every nook and cranny of our
cultural life, is that the individual person has
the prerogative of creating his or her own
values. Freedom, especially the freedom of
self-determination, is practically
unassailable. Frankly, I cannot think of
anything more boring!
If we define our own values, our own truth,
our own purpose, we effectively lock
ourselves into the tiny space of what we can
imagine or control. When we follow these
prompts of our culture today, we become
cramped souls, what the medieval
philosophers called pusillae animae. The
entire point of a Catholic intellectual
formation is to produce magnae
animae (great souls). A great soul doesn’t
invent her own values; rather, she intuits the
marvelous intellectual, moral, and aesthetic
values that are found in the objective
order—and then she responds to them with
her whole heart. She thereby expands in a
manner commensurate with the goods that
have captivated her.

The basic purpose of the initiation rituals
found among primal peoples around the
world was to convince a young person that
his life is not about him. Typically, he would
be wrested away from his comfortable
domestic environment, scarified in some
way, instructed in the lore of his tribe, and
then, equipped with only a few provisions,
cast out into jungle or forest or tundra and
told to make it on his own. This was not
arbitrary cruelty; it was an invitation to
move out of his own space and to discover
the objective values in his people’s history,
in nature, and finally in the spiritual order.
Your time here at the University of St.
Thomas has been a kind of ritual of
initiation. The point of these last four years
has been to break you out of your self-regard
and to invite you to an adventurous
exploration of new worlds of thought and
experience. I am concerned that “safe” and
“safety” have become, for the present
generation, such conspicuous words. No one
would deny, of course, that a modicum of
safety is required for any sort of peace of
mind or achievement; nevertheless, one
would be hard pressed to say that a religion
that places at the very center of our attention
a man nailed to a cross is concerned
primarily with safety. According to the
cliché, ships are safe in harbors, but ships
are not meant for harbors; rather, they are
meant for the open sea. In a similar way,
you are safe within the confines of your own
desires and expectations, but you are not
meant to live in that small world, but rather
in the infinitely wider and more fascinating
world of objective value.
Your generation, I would submit, is
especially oriented to the realm of value in
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regard to two areas: the natural sciences and
social justice. In the course of my
evangelical work, I find that there is, among
many young people, a great reverence for
the sciences and the technology that they
have produced. Even as they demonstrate a
certain impatience with other disciplines,
they tend to accept physics, chemistry,
medicine, and engineering as
authoritative. In doing so, they are
acknowledging an extraordinarily significant
realm of value—namely, objective
intelligibility. No scientist—physicist,
chemist, astronomer, psychologist, etc.—
could get her work off the ground unless she
believed that the world she investigated was
marked by form, pattern, understandability.
The responsible researcher is not inventing
intelligibility; she’s finding it, following it,
rejoicing in it.
And you and your peers are passionate about
issues of social justice. You are eager to
fight corruption, discrimination, race
prejudice, and inequality; you advocate for
inclusivity, the acceptance of diversity, and
care for those on the margins of society. In
so doing, you are acknowledging the
existence of certain moral values that you
have not invented and that apply in all
circumstances. None of you, I wager, would
say that racism or sexism or human
trafficking are acceptable in some contexts
or that opposing these is simply a matter of
personal opinion. No, in point of fact, you
feel so strongly about these matters precisely
because you know that they are moral
absolutes that summon your attention and
demand your acquiescence. Like the
intelligibility of the world, these objective
moral truths draw you out of yourself and
toward spiritual adventure.
Now let us take one more step. If the
patterned structure of nature and moral
values are not projections of our

subjectivity, or the products of mere social
consensus, but rather objective features of
reality, we readily ask, “Where did they
come from?” The answer of the great
Catholic intellectual tradition is that they
came from the Creator God, who is
intelligibility itself and moral goodness
itself, from the God who is supremely wise,
supremely good, supremely beautiful—and
who therefore ought to engage our attention
most completely. The great command found
in the sixth chapter of the book of
Deuteronomy and reiterated centuries later
by Jesus himself gives expression to this
conviction: “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, all your mind, and
all your strength.” We can now see the point
of a Catholic education: to beguile you with
the objective values—epistemic, aesthetic,
and moral—that exist in the world and that
direct you finally to the divine source of
those values. Once you understand this,
you’re ready for spiritual adventure; you’re
ready to move the ship out of the safe
harbor; you’re ready to become a great soul.
How can I address this assembly and not
make reference to your patron, St. Thomas
Aquinas? In the second part of his
magnificent summary of Christian doctrine,
the Summa theologiae, Thomas discusses
the virtue of magnanimitas (magnanimity),
the quality of having a great soul. He writes,
“Magnanimity by its very name denotes the
stretching forth of the soul to great
things.” That pithy definition expresses
everything I’ve been trying to say in this
address. What are these “great things” that
Thomas references but the objective values
that summon the soul? So the key to a
spiritually successful life is to go for them,
to stretch out toward them. To stay within
the musty confines of the self, or to see the
values in question but never to reach out
toward them, to settle thereby for a kind of
spiritual mediocrity—that’s the tragedy of
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being a small soul. Here is St. Thomas
again: “For just as the magnanimous person
tends to great things out of greatness of soul,
so the pusillanimous person shrinks from
great things out of littleness of soul.”
So my young friends, fellow graduates of
the class of 2021, identify a value that you
have learned here at UST, some goodness or
truth or beauty that has sung to your soul,
and then give yourself to it with reckless
abandon. Stretch out toward it, and it will
give you satisfaction and finally lead you to
God. The literature of the world is filled
with stories of people who have spent their
lives satisfying their egos, building up
wealth, pleasure, power, and honor, but
neglecting the development of their souls.
Perhaps you have met such people: glittering
on the outside but atrophied on the inside.
And perhaps you have encountered the
opposite case: those who have very little in
the eyes of the world but who are vibrantly
alive, spiritually on fire, for they have
cultivated their souls.
There is a story told of Thomas Aquinas that
I particularly savor. Toward the end of his

life, Thomas was laboring over the section
of the Summa theologiae dealing with the
Eucharist. Though it is commonly taken
now for a masterpiece, Thomas himself was
uneasy with his treatise, convinced that it
did not do justice to the mystery he was
attempting to describe. And so he placed the
text at the foot of the crucifix and asked for
God’s help. According to the legend, a voice
came from the figure of the crucified
Christ: “Thomas, you have written well of
me. What would you have as a reward?”
The great man could have asked for
anything—for fame, for wealth, for a
powerful office. But instead he said, “Non
nisi te, Domine” (Nothing except you,
Lord). The patron of this university spent his
life discerning and seeking objective values,
and he knew that all of those goods find
their source in the supreme value of God.
His soul stretched out to great things and
finally to the Creator of those great things.
The purpose of this university is to make
you like Thomas Aquinas. So put the ship
out to the perils and possibilities of the open
sea. Be great souls!

Bishop Robert Barron
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/14/bishop-barron-stretching-out-to-great-things/
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Pope Francis Promotes Better Family Policies To Fight Demographic Winter
Pope Francis went after companies that
discourage maternity at a Rome conference
addressing
Italy’s demographic winter.
“For the future to be good, it is therefore
necessary to take care of families, especially
young families, assailed by worries that risk
paralyzing their life plans,” Francis said
Friday, addressing the General States of
Birth, an online event organized in Rome,
bringing together politicians, CEO’s of some
of Italy’s most important companies,
activists, and sports and entertainment
figures.
Among those attending the event organized
by the Forum of Family Associations, were
Italy’s Prime Minister, Mario Draghi, and
Rome’s Mayor, Virginia Raggi. When the
pope entered the Auditorium of Rome, in
Via della Conciliazione, the avenue that
leads to St. Peter’s Basilica, Francis greeted
them both, calling the first “courageous,”
and praising the second for her “creativity.”
Giorgio di Paolo, president of the forum,
was tasked with officially welcoming the
pope, and during his remarks painted a grim
image of what’s happening with Italy’s
birthrates, the lowest one in Europe. He said
that when he took office six years ago, he
was “punched in the face” by the statistics
that showed the birth rate and death rates in
the country meant that a town of 2,000
people was disappearing each day, and since
then, “it got worse and worse.”
“Demographic decline is an emergency not
only in Italy but in Europe,” he said. “We
talk a lot about sustainable development.
But we must be clear: There will be no
sustainable development, in Italy or in
Europe, without intergenerational balance.

Therefore, we must understand that
demographic policies are not costs but
investments.”
Francis wholeheartedly agreed with di
Paolo, saying that sustainability, “a key
word for building a better world,” cannot be
used only to talk “about economic,
technological and environmental
sustainability.”
“We also need to talk about generational
sustainability,” the pope said. “We will not
be able to feed production and preserve the
environment if we do not pay attention to
families and children. Sustainable growth
comes from here.”
The pope went on to note that the
reconstruction after the wars that devastated
Europe and the world would not have been
possible had it not been for the “explosion of
births” and the “ability to instill confidence
and hope in the younger generations.”
“Today, too, we find ourselves in a situation
of restart, as difficult as it is full of
expectations: We cannot follow shortsighted models of growth, as if preparing for
tomorrow required only a few hasty
adjustments,” Francis said. “No, the
dramatic birth rate figures and the
frightening pandemic figures call for change
and responsibility.”
In order for the future to be good, the pope
argued, it’s necessary for families to be
taken care of, not only with a welfare system
that gives a “unique and universal” income
to parents for each child, but also combating
work uncertainty and the increasingly
unaffordable costs of raising kids.
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“These are fears that can swallow up the
future, they are quicksand that can sink a
society,” Francis said.
The pope then reflected “with sadness” on
the women who are discouraged from
having children by their employers, or who
feel forced to hide their pregnancies from
their superiors.
“How is it possible that a woman should feel
ashamed for the most beautiful gift that life
can offer?” Francis said, noting that it’s not
the woman who should be ashamed in this
situation, but society, because when it fails
to welcome life, it stops living.
Francis also argued that even those who
don’t believe in God can be inspired by the
quote from the Gospel: “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
“Where is our treasure, the treasure of our
society? In the children or in the finances?
What attracts us, family or turnover?” he
asked.
Francis then spoke about the youth, saying
that they want to be inspired in their schools,
but also by the world of entertainment and
sports, and it’s sad when the “models” only
care about is appearances, and being
beautiful, young and fit.

“Young people do not grow thanks to the
fireworks of appearance, they mature if
attracted by those who have the courage to
pursue big dreams, to sacrifice themselves
for others, to do good to the world in which
we live,” he said. “And staying young
doesn’t come from taking selfies and
retouching, but from being able to look into
the eyes of your children one day.”
“Sometimes, however, the message goes out
that being fulfilled means making money
and having success, while children seem
almost like a distraction that should not
hinder one’s personal aspirations,” the pope
said. “This mentality is gangrene for society
and makes the future unsustainable.”
During his remarks, the pope called for “far
reaching, forward-looking” family policies,
that are rooted in the long-term common
good, saying that it’s urgent to offer young
people guarantees of stable employment,
safety and incentives not to leave their
country. This, he said, is a task not only for
politicians but also entrepreneurs and
companies, called to not only produce profit
but actually promote life by not exploiting
people with unsustainable conditions and
working hours, and distributing some of
their revenues with their workers.
“What is needed is a culture that cultivates
the chemistry of the whole, the beauty of
giving, the value of sacrifice,” Francis said.

Inés San Martín
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2021/05/pope-francis-promotes-better-family-policies-to-fightdemographic-winter/
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Governor DeSantis Signs Education Bill,
Heads To Jacksonville Catholic School
Governor Ron DeSantis will hold a live
news conference at a Jacksonville Catholic
school Tuesday afternoon.
The Governor’s 2 p.m. stop at Christ the
King Catholic school follows his morning
news conference in South Florida where he
signed education bill 7045 into law.
The legislation aims to maximize parental
choice by expanding school eligibility and
streamlining the state’s school choice
scholarship programs, specifically for
students with unique abilities and from
lower income backgrounds.
The legislation, which will go into effect
July 1, allows a family of four earning less
than $100,000 to receive full funding for K12 education costs at a school of their choice
under an expansion of the Family
Empowerment Scholarship Program.

Eligibility is expanded to students who are
not enrolled in a public school, students of
parents serving in the military, and students
who are in foster care or adopted.
According to the official website, parents
who meet the new eligibility requirements
and are interested in applying for the FES
should first contact one of Florida’s two
approved scholarship funding organizations
(SFOs) to complete the income verification
process.
Last month, Christ the King Catholic School
announced it was one of only 27 schools in
the country, and the only in the state of
Florida, that the U.S. Department of
Education named a Green Ribbon School.
A report with highlights on the 40 honorees
can be found here.

Samantha Mathers
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/governor-desantis-speak-jacksonville-catholicschool/
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Catholic School District In Canada Mandates
LGBT Pride Month Awareness, Staff Training
While a Catholic school district in Ontario
failed to pass a proposal to fly the rainbowcolored LGBT Pride Flag outside schools in
June, the school board changed the proposal
to say that staff should “raise awareness
around Pride Month.” The board mandated
staff training on the issue to encourage
“shared understanding” and requested a
review from the Ontario education minister.
Patrick Murphy, chair of the Halton Catholic
District School Board, told CTV News
Toronto that many people spoke out against
the proposal to fly the LGBT rainbow flag at
all schools in celebration of Pride Month
and to put safe space posters in every class.
“The reality is, we received probably a
thousand emails. There is polarization on
this subject,” he said.
At an April 26 meeting, the school board
debated the proposed motion. They amended
the motion to remove the request to fly the
flag and instead decided to put one poster in
each school.
“We received a great deal of feedback on the
proposed motion to recognize Pride Month
from members of our community, and we
know that some will be disappointed with
the outcome of our deliberation,” Murphy
said in an April 27 statement. “The actions
prescribed in the motion adopted by the
Board of Trustees outline the first steps in an
ongoing commitment to supporting the
2SLGBTQ+ members in our HCDSB
community.”
The expanded LGBT acronym used by
Murphy includes “queer/questioning,” “twospirited” and other professions of sexuality.

and three continuing education schools. On
its website, the district describes itself as
“distinctively Catholic, providing
exceptional education, while nurturing the
call to love and to serve as a people of faith,
living out God’s plan.”
Its values statement includes support for
“conditions that support the spiritual,
intellectual, physical and emotional wellbeing of all students so that they may fulfill
their God-given potential.”
The board’s amended April 26 motion, titled
“Supporting Our Diverse School
Community,” resolved that the school
district staff “raise awareness around Pride
Month” starting June 2021, following the
guidelines of a May 19, 2020
communication from the Institute for
Catholic Education, the support organization
for English-language Catholic schools in
Ontario. It required that each school post
signs “to ensure that students in the
2SLBGTQ+ community are supported
throughout the entire school year.”
It mandated training for senior school board
staff so that the school board can “create a
shared understanding” on “the Catholic
Social Teaching on loving and
accompanying students who identify as
2SLGBTQ+, denominational rights and
rights of students and staff under the Ontario
Human Rights Code.” This training is to
start with the school year.
It also mandated such training for principals,
vice principals, teachers, chaplains, early
childhood education staff, and special
education staff, to be started in September.

The school district has 37,000 students in 45
elementary schools, nine secondary schools,
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Ontario is one of three Canadian
provinces— the others being Alberta and
Saskatchewan— that fully fund Catholic
school systems with taxpayer money. While
provincial governments set basic rules for
the operation of those schools, local
decisions are made by trustee boards elected
by Catholics at the time of municipal
elections. Schools are not owned by the
dioceses in which they operate. While
bishops set catechetical curricula and ensure
sacramental ministry in school contexts,
they do not exercise control over elected
boards.
CNA sought comment from the Diocese of
Hamilton, the Halton Catholic school board,
and the Institute for Catholic Education, but
did not receive a response by deadline.
Murphy’s statement said that mandatory
staff training, raising community awareness,
and making sure that resources and supports
are in place for students are part of “a longterm strategy to creating and maintaining
safe and inclusive learning environments in
each of our schools where all students and
staff can feel welcomed and accepted.”
Days before the board meeting, in an April
19 letter, Murphy wrote on behalf of the
board to Ontario’s Minister of Education
Stephen Lecce. He cited the Ontario
Education Action Plan’s action item on the
need to strengthen the “inclusive culturally
responsive and relevant curriculum,
assessment and resources… available to
educators.”
That action item includes providing
resources and professional development
support to teachers and school leaders to
“combat Islamophobia, anti-Semitism,
racism, homophobia and transphobia.”

The school board made a formal request to
the education minister for “a review and
revision of the Ontario curriculum to better
incorporate the culture and history of
racialized and marginalized students and
staff, including: women, people with
disabilities, Black and Indigenous People,
People of Color, and 2SLGBTQ+
individuals.”
The Halton Catholic District School Board
policy on equity and inclusive education,
last updated in 2019, stresses both
commitment to the Church and commitment
to a learning environment that treats
individuals with respect regardless of
various categories, including “sexual
orientation, gender identity, (and) gender
expression,” in accord with Ontario’s
Human Rights Code.
Its commitments to religious freedom and
freedom from discrimination or harassment
are to be interpreted in accordance with this
code, said the policy. At the same time, the
policy notes the denominational rights of
Catholic schools.
Nicole Hotchkiss, a twelfth grade student at
St. Ignatius of Loyola in Oakville, had
backed the measure to fly the Pride Flag
“The entire point of my motion and my
original delegation was that people would
know that Catholic schools support
LGBTQ2+ students and they denied us once
again today,” said Hotchkiss.
She told CTV News Toronto that it was
unfair to see the controversy as a debate
between equal sides and “basically have
your rights debated in front of you.”
“You’re told that it’s through a Catholic lens
so you have to sort of view both sides, but
one side is telling you that you’re not
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welcome, you’re not accepted, you
shouldn’t have the right to marry who you
want, that your identity doesn’t exist.”
She said, “the message that I got is that
they’re afraid.”
The Halton chapter of the Ontario English
Catholic Teachers Association, which has
3,000 members, wrote a letter in support of
flying the Pride flag. After the school
board’s decision, all Catholic high schools
in the district made some show of support of
the Pride flag, including changing their
logos.
Kirsten Kelly, the Burlington student trustee
on the board, said the decision against the
flag was “frustrating” and shows “ that a lot
of people don’t want to move forward and
they are very set back in their ways in trying
to defend the fact the 2SLGBTQ+
community shouldn’t be supported by the
Catholic community,” adding, “it is just full
of bigotry and hatred.”
Kelly is also public affairs coordinator with
the Ontario Student Trustees’ Association,
CBC News reports.

At times, school board leaders have
censored or rejected critics who cite
Catholic teaching.
In November, Thomas Cardinal Collins of
Toronto rebuked members of the Toronto
Catholic District school board for refusing to
allow a passage of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church pertaining to ministry to
people with same-sex attraction to be read
during a recent meeting.
“The Catholic faith must guide all who are
engaged in Catholic education— including
students, teachers, administrators, and
trustees— or that education ceases to be
Catholic,” Collins said.
The Canadian Community Health Survey
for 2015–2016 reported that 1.4% of
Canadians over age 15 identified as
homosexual and 1.5% identify as bisexual.
Trans Care BC, a transgender-affirming
group run by the Province of British
Columbia, has claimed that between 1% and
3% of Canadians identify as transgender.
Statistics Canada has not previously
collected information on such selfidentification and is testing responses for the
2021 census, according to a June 2019
report from the Standing Committee on
Health of the Canadian House of Commons.

Kevin J. Jones
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/05/09/catholic-school-district-in-canada-mandateslgbt-pride-month-awareness-staff-training/
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Will This Priest Killed In The Year 2000 Be the Next Filipino Saint?
He died a martyr, but he lived in simplicity and service:
“I knew a lot of priests, but nobody ever washed my hands except Father Rhoel.”
Rhoel Gallardo was born on November 25,
1965, in Olongapo City, located in the
Luzon area of the Philippines. He was the
second child of five. He was not only a good
student; he was a happy boy and made his
parents proud. He seemed a bit shy, but once
people got to know him, he would always be
joking and laughing. In high school, his
classmates said that he was quiet and funny,
and always ready to give advice. Everyone
liked him.
In 1988 he answered the call to the
priesthood, and joined the Claretian Order.
Founded by Anthony Mary Claret in 1849,
today they are active as missionaries
worldwide, with more than 3,000 priests and
brothers serving with them.
The Claretians are also known for their deep
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Rhoel took his first vows in 1989. He was
given the nickname “Little Claret,” after the
saintly founder, because of his small size
and saintly manner and his simple and
fervent way of praying. He was ordained to
the priesthood in 1994.
Father Rhoel had completed his pastoral
year in Maluso, Basilan. During that year, he
experienced working with the poor and with
his Muslim brothers and sisters. These
experiences aided him in developing into a
committed missionary ready to witness to
God’s love for all people.
He especially had an inner desire to help the
helpless. A blind woman remembered how
Father Rhoel would come to her and help
her wash her hands. She said, “I knew a lot

of priests, but nobody ever washed my
hands except Father Rhoel.”
A few years after he was ordained, Father
Rhoel volunteered to go to the most
dangerous Claretian mission in the
Philippines, a place called Tumahubong. He
was assigned as a parish priest serving San
Vincent Ferrer Parish and as Director of the
Claret School. This is where he reached the
high point of his short time as a missionary.
Ironically, he had volunteered because the
assigned priest had taken ill, and a
replacement was needed.
Terrorism strikes
Father Rhoel faced a hard time in his new
environment. An Islamist terrorist
organization was active on the island, and
there was always cause for worry. Father
came to appreciate the seriousness and
importance of his role in the area. He also
developed a deep understanding of what the
people had to live with every day. The
severity of the ever-present hostile
environment led Father Rhoel to vow to
never leave his flock, no matter what. He
readied himself for the possibility of
violence.
On March 20, 2000, the Claret School of
Tumahubong was attacked by the Abu
Sayyaf terrorist organization. They burned
the school to the ground. Father Gallardo
and 52 others, including teachers and
schoolchildren, were captured and held
hostage. The days that followed would be
almost unbearable for Father Rhoel and the
others. But the kindly priest was treated
worse than the others. He endured a severe
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lack of food, sleepless nights, and frequent
beatings by his captors. The priest would ask
about his fellow captives, though he was
beaten for the questions. They tried to force
him to renounce his Faith. He would not do
it. They even pulled his nails from his
fingers and feet to make him deny Jesus. He
refused.
Negotiations between the bishop and the
rebels had gone on for weeks but to no avail.
During that time, some of the hostages were
released. Father Rhoel was not among them.
But when the bishop and rebels could not
reach a final agreement, the Philippine army
stormed the camp to save the hostages. They
found the body of Father Rhoel Gallardo. He
had been assassinated with three bullets
fired into his head, his shoulder, and his
back. Three teachers and five children had
also been killed.

Father Elias Ayuban, the Claretian
Missionaries’ provincial superior, spoke on
the Cause for the Beatification of Father
Rhoel.
“Martyrdom is a gift given to those who are
worthy in the eyes of God. It could have
occurred to any of us who were the young
missionaries then, but it was given to Fr.
Rhoel because, in hindsight, he was the most
prepared to receive the crown,” Ayuban
said.
He also emphasized “the four exemplary
acts or series of acts of Fr. Rhoel that have
made him a martyr of our times … He
sacrificed, he suffered, he searched, and he
surrendered.”
The cause for the Beatification of Father
Rhoel Gallardo was officially opened on
May 3, 2021.

Larry Peterson
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/07/will-this-priest-killed-in-the-year-2000-be-the-next-filipino-saint/
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Relic Belonging To Blessed Carlo Acutis,
First Millennial To Be Considered For Sainthood, Arrives In Brooklyn
A modern day miracle attributed to a
Millennial makes him the first of his
generation to be considered for sainthood by
the Roman Catholic church, and a relic that
belonged to him just arrived in Brooklyn.
Tiny trimmings of hair sit at the center of a
gold-and-white flower. They belong to the
Blessed Carlo Acutis of Italy. From the age
of 7, he went to mass every dinhlr day.
“His focus was faith. His focus was Jesus,”
said Monsignor David Cassato, vicar for
Catholic schools for the Diocese of
Brooklyn.
Sadly, he passed away in 2006 at just 15
years old from Acute Myeloid Leukemia.
The young man displayed such holiness that
relics belonging to him started circulating
around the globe.
Seven years after his death, a shirt belonging
to Acutis made it to Brazil, where 4-year-old
Matteus hoped for a miracle.
“He had a malformed pancreas, which was
inoperable,” said the Most
Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop of
Brooklyn.
According to the Catholic News Agency,
Mattheus touched the relic and prayed, “I
wish I could stop vomiting so much.”
“It became whole again,” DiMarzio said.
Pope Francis attributed the miracle to Carlo
Acutis, and he now stands one step away
from sainthood.

“They want to dub him the Millennial
Saint,” Cassato told CBS2’s Vanessa
Murdock
A requested relic just arrived at the Chapel
at the Diocese of Brooklyn Chancery from
Rome.
“He had a special grace that I would like to
share with other people,” DiMarzio said.
Starting in September, the relic will travel to
Catholic schools and religious education
programs in Brooklyn and Queens in hopes
of inspiring youth.
“Holiness is even possible for a young
person, and to be a saint is even possible for
a young person,” said Monsignor Thomas
Machalski, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Bayside.
“He was just like them. He wore Nike
sneakers. He wore a jogging suit,” Cassato
said.
Acutis played soccer, loved gaming and
created websites, including one identifying
all saints.
“To communicate the message of Jesus,
communicate the message of love,” Cassato
said.
“This kid showed he wanted to be closer to
God. Maybe other children will be inspired
in the same way,” DiMarzio said.
The relic is a reminder of him.

Vanessa Murdoch
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https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/07/14/blessed-carlo-acutis-millennial-saint-relic-brooklyn/
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What Carlo Acutis Teaches Us About Friendship
May 3 is the young blessed's birthday. His lessons continue to guide us.
Each year May 3 marks the birthday of
Blessed Carlo Acutis, the millennial
“computer geek” saint who is quickly
becoming an example of holiness revered
around the world. In 2021, Blessed Acutis
would have celebrated his 30th birthday.
In June 2021, Sophia Press was set to
release a book on Carlo by Father Will
Conquer.
Father Conquer was ordained as a Catholic
priest for the Archdiocese of Monaco and
sent by the Paris Foreign Missions Society
to the mission of Cambodia, where less than
1% of the population is Catholic.
But during his studies in Rome at San Luigi
dei Francesi, he was blessed to meet the
family of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who became
for him a model of virtue and a spiritual
friend.
Father Conquer’s book, A Millennial in
Paradise, will give some inside looks at
Carlo’s brief life, and how he navigated the
challenges faced by youth of our day.
For example, Father Conquer notes how
Carlo had to struggle with loneliness: “Of
course Carlo struggled with loneliness.
Only child, busy parents, city lifestyle. Who
could be his friend? Who could he relate to?
Carlo had only one option, and he chose that
option to become one of the greatest
friendships in modern times: Rajesh.”
Rajesh was hired by Carlo’s parents to care
for the boy, but the two formed a friendship
more than a functional, professional
relationship.

“This requires a certain simplicity of the
heart, which not only Carlo had, but which
Rajesh discovered once again with him.
Though Carlo experienced loneliness, the
presence of his best friend was a great
support for him throughout his life,”
explains the priest.
In fact, Rajesh, who was Hindu, became a
Christian, aided by Carlo’s example.
Friendship with girls
Carlo’s great capacity for friendship is also
notable in the relationships he had with the
teen girls that he knew. Those friendships
were characterized, according to Fr.
Conquer, by long, deep conversations.
Long phone calls. Which means deep
conversations. Carlo, in the footsteps of
Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, truly
believed in the possibility of a genuine
friendship between men and women. The
best witness to this is probably his cousin
Flavia, but other of his classmates confirm
that as well.
This friendship was time-consuming,
especially in hour-long conversations on the
phone. Before Facetime came out, Carlo’s
mother remembers hearing the old rotary
dial telephone ring, and running to the living
room to pick up the call only to shout
“Carlo, it’s for you,” time and time again.
These conversations showed Carlo would
listen and build trust with his friends, who
miss him to this day.
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Carlo was also intent on doing what he
could so that young women would be
respected.
Fr. Conquer reports that “it is quite obvious
that he was as uncompromising with lust
and promiscuity. For instance, Carlo was a
great fan of swimming pools. He did front
crawl, breaststroke, backstroke and
butterfly, as much as he played around with
his friends.”

harassment against girls that took place
there. And Carlo did not simply disapprove.
… he publicly chastised those who thought
wolf-whistling and cat-calling could be
funny. It is not.
What did Carlo tell them? Did he yell at
them? Did he threaten them? None of the
above. He told them plainly something
much more daunting: “Our body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit.”

But there is one type of attitude he did not
play around with: the various forms of
Kathleen N. Hattrup
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/03/what-carlo-acutis-teaches-us-about-friendship/
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Church of England Schools Encouraged To Avoid Singing Hymns
With Strong Confessional Lyrics
The Church of England has told its schools
to avoid singing hymns that include explicit
Christian rhetoric to ensure collective
worship is “inclusive, invitational and
inspiring.”

“being reimagined” in churches, it should
also change and be dynamic in church
schools and reflect the local context, pupils'
cultural background and the faiths of the
school communities it serves.

In a new statement addressing its more than
4,000 schools in England and 200 in Wales,
The Church of England is encouraging all its
school staff to make sure parents, pupils and
teachers feel included, regardless of their
faith, when taking part in collective worship.

“There should be no compulsion to ‘do
anything'. Rather, worship should provide
the opportunity to engage whilst allowing
the freedom of those of different faiths and
those who profess no religious faith to be
present and to engage with integrity. The
metaphor of ‘warm fires and open doors ’
captures this idea,”

“Music and liturgies used in worship should
reflect the best of traditional and modern
Anglican worship, it should connect with the
theme and explore the sacred to educate and
engage. Music used should reflect the
diverse worship experience of the wider
Christian community.
“Care should be taken to ensure that pupils
and adults do not feel compelled to sing
strongly confessional lyrics. There should be
no assumption of Christian faith in those
present,” the statement reads.
The Church of England argues that in the
same way that worship is evolving and

The guidance continues by saying that
collective worship should inspire pupils to
“become courageous advocates of causes”
and “encourage them to think searchingly
about their faith, beliefs and/or philosophical
convictions.”
It adds that both pupils and parents should
feel they have the space to disagree as well
as always having the right to stop
participating in the activity if they wish to
do so.
About one million children attend Church of
England schools in England.

Premier Christian News
https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/church-of-england-schools-encouraged-to-avoidsinging-hymns-with-strong-confessional-lyrics
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Planned Parenthood Is Indoctrinating Public School Children
With Pro-Abortion Propaganda
Did you know that Planned Parenthood, the
country’s largest abortion provider, has
infiltrated the public school system? In their
own sneaky and conniving way, the abortion
giant has convinced school administrations
through veiled language that they can
provide important assistance to their
students.
For years, we’ve been telling you how
Planned Parenthood is targeting children in
an attempt to normalize abortion and
perhaps, it hopes, create future customers to
feed its unholy empire. We told you how a
Planned Parenthood representative
suggested the need for a “Disney princess
who’s had an abortion” to plant the rotten
seeds of abortion. Now the abortion giant
has its sights set directly on your schools.
This year in New York, The Clarence
Central School District’s Director of Health
invited Planned Parenthood to give a
presentation on their “services offered” to
impressionable students in high school
health class.
A parent contacted us after receiving a
permission slip to allow her child to attend
Planned Parenthood’s presentation because
she was concerned that it would cover the
topic of abortion. In its description of the
presentation, the permission slip stated that
the presentation covers “[s]ervices offered
(Information about STI’s, getting STI tests,
and birth control and many other services
are mentioned).” It conveniently left off that
abortion would in fact be addressed, leaving
the parent to question the school’s apparent
deception tactic.
The parent immediately reached out to the
school district’s health director requesting

permission to view the presentation before
she signed the permission slip, which was
her right as a parent. However, she was
groundlessly denied any access to the
presentation by the director, the
superintendent, and the principal. According
to the school, they had been giving this
presentation for years, and it was never
deemed a problem.
This is when the ACLJ stepped in to
intervene. We provided the parent with
our memorandum on parental rights in
education, including her right to know and
be informed about her child’s education
under the Protection of Pupil Rights
Amendment (“PPRA”), 20 U.S.C. § 1232h,
which gives parents the authority to inspect
all instructional material.
Being equipped with our letter and
knowledge that the school was violating
federal law, the parent again insisted that the
health director allow her to review the
presentation. She also requested that the
school add the verbiage “many other
services are mentioned, including abortion”
onto future permission slips so that parents
are no longer being deceived as to the true
intentions of this vile presentation.
Not backing down, the parent made a
compelling argument that there should be
alternative resources for students, like a
crisis-pregnancy center presentation, that
explain how other options are available for
young pregnant mothers.
We are proud to say that this parent was
finally granted access to the materials, and
the health director even agreed to include
abortion as a topic on the permission slip for
future classes. This is what advocating for
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your child can do. The parent has informed
us that her work is still not done—she is
planning on bringing this issue before the
school board and insisting on alternative
curriculums.
Normalizing abortion at a young age seems
to be the name of the game for Planned
Parenthood’s agenda, and it’s up to
informed parents like you to advocate on
behalf of your children. Don’t forget that
these are YOUR tax dollars at work funding
these reprehensible presentations and
indoctrinating unsuspecting school children.
This is why the ACLJ has redoubled our
efforts to defund Planned Parenthood.
You can join the fight and be vigilant for
your child and your community:
1. Start with understanding your right to
inspect all curricula using the ACLJ’s
parental rights memo. Ask to view all guest

presentations, and know what your child is
learning.
2. Once your information is compiled, use a
grassroots strategy and inform other
parents—start a petition, hold a parents
conference, and bring your concerns before
the school board!
3. Call on your local pro-life community to
get more involved—find a local crisis
pregnancy center willing to present at a
school. Help them build a curriculum that
could be presented as an alternative to
Planned Parenthood’s presentation and
provide it to the school board. Let them
know that there are other options!
It’s time for the pro-life community to come
alive and protect our innocent children.
You can effect change in your cities’ and
counties’ public schools, and the ACLJ is
here to support you.

Christina Stierhoff
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/04/22/planned-parenthood-is-indoctrinating-public-schoolchildren-with-pro-abortion-propaganda/
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Fr. Rob Galea Pens Hymn
For Bicentennial Of Catholic Education In Australia
Fr. Rob sings "Faith in the Future" with Melbourne's youth, the future of the faith.
The Archdiocese of Melbourne is
celebrating 200 years of Catholic education
in 2021. To mark the occasion, the
Archdiocese tapped Fr. Rob Galea to write
their anthem, “Faith in the Future.”
The tune is everything one could want for a
modern Catholic hymn. The melody is easy
to pick up and the chorus is lyricless,
making it easy for school-aged children to
learn. He is fittingly joined by a small choir
of Melbourne students who do an excellent
job of backing Fr. Rob’s pop vocals.
Catholic Education In Australia

Unfortunately the world pandemic forced
them to move the festivities to 2021. The
first Catholic school in Australia was
founded in 1820 by Irish Catholic priest Fr.
John Therry. Over the next two centuries the
Catholic Church would become one of the
largest providers of schooling in Australia.
The celebration was officially launched on
February 22 and will last throughout the
school year. “Faith in the Future” will be
released at every Catholic school in
Australia in 2021. A National Mass will also
be celebrated in every state, territory and
diocese on the Feast of Our Lady Help of
Christians on May 24, 2021.

According to the bicentennial website, the
celebration should have taken place in 2020.
J-P Mauro
https://aleteia.org/2021/04/11/fr-rob-galea-pens-hymn-for-bicentennial-of-catholic-education-inaustralia/
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Catholic Nun Faces Conversion Charges In Central India
The high school principal faces up to 10
years in jail for allegedly trying to convert a
former female staff member at her school.
A nun in India was arrested after she was
charged under provisions of a new law that
criminalizes religious conversion. Sister
Bhagya (who uses only her first name) of
the Sisters of the Destitute congregation and
principal of Sacred Heart Convent High
School in Khajuraho in the Chhatarpur
district, Madhya Pradesh state, was charged
Feb. 22 with trying to convert a former
female staff member in her school.
The complainant, Ruby Singh, in her
statement to police said that the nun had
promised to double her salary if she would
become a Christian. The nun had allegedly
also assured her that her husband, who is
unwell, would be cured if he too became a
Christian and prayed to Jesus.
The new Freedom of Religion Act 2021 was
enacted in Madhya Pradesh state last
January—after repealing a more than fivedecades-old, less stringent anti-conversion
law—and has provisions of jail terms of up
to 10 years if the charges are upheld.

could be arrested for a crime that I never
even thought of.”
She continued: “I was interrogated by senior
police officials and four teams from the
education department after the news that I
tried to convert her was spread on social
media February 19. That was two days after
the school wrote to a district official seeking
protection for the staff and the institution
after the complainant threatened to immolate
herself and commit suicide in front of the
school.”
Extremist Hindu groups protested in front of
the police station, demanding registration of
a First Information Report against her and
her arrest. Under pressure, the police
formally charged her, paving way for her
arrest Feb. 22.
The nun initially was scared: “I never had
such an experience.” But soon she recovered
from the shock, “thinking about the
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ for no
fault of his.” She soon began to spend more
time in prayer, Bible reading and meditation,
which helped her realize that “nothing will
happen to me without the knowledge of our
Lord,” Sister Bhagya added.

Sister Bhagya, however, was granted bail
March 16 by the principal bench of Madhya
Pradesh High Court, top court in the state,
two weeks after a lower court turned down
her bail request. She got out on bail on a
personal bond of 10,000 rupees ($140), plus
a guarantee of the same amount. She was
also directed to cooperate with the police
investigation.

“I only tried to help the complainant and her
family, including offering free education to
her two children,” the nun
recalled. “However, I had removed her from
the school as she was not qualified for a
teaching job and was not willing to do other
jobs assigned to her from time to time,” the
nun explained.

Speaking with Aid to Church in Need
(ACN), Sister Bhagya said: “This was the
first time in my close to two decades of
teaching thatI faced a situation where I

“When the news of my possible arrest
reached the school, teachers with me began
to sob and I had to console them rather than
worrying for myself,” she added. “This
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incident has given me an exposure of
another side of missionary life where you
are persecuted for no fault of yours and
treated as a criminal,” she said.
“I am well aware that the case is not yet over
as I got only a temporary stay from my
arrest,” she said.The court has posted her
case on April 7 for further hearing. “Now I
am prepared to face any situation as God is
with me and I believe no harm can come to
me.”

The police in Madhya Pradesh, according to
official figures, have invoked provisions of
the new anti-conversion law against 22
Christians and 21 Muslims. Six cases are
registered against Christians and 15 against
Muslims.
This article was first published by Aid to the
Church in Need and is republished here with
kind permission. To learn more about
ACN’s mission to help the suffering Church,
visit www.churchinneed.org

Saji Thomas-ACN
https://aleteia.org/2021/04/09/catholic-nun-faces-conversion-charges-in-central-india
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Prince Charles Reads Poem By Jesuit
For Catholic School’s Easter Meditation
Prince Charles reads "God's Grandeur" by
Jesuit Father Gerard Manley Hopkins for the
Easter Meditation of Stonyhurst College in
England.
Prince Charles has read a poem by a
Catholic convert priest during the Easter
meditation for England’s leading Catholic
school.
Stonyhurst College is Jesuit institution
founded in 1593 in France, since the
Catholic Church was illegal in England at
the time. It was moved to Stonyhurst in
Lancashire in 1794.
Its annual Easter Meditation is made up of
three sections, or nocturns, with poetry and
scripture, prayer, reflection and music. This
year’s edition is available on YouTube, and
includes images of artefacts housed in
Stonyhurst’s museum, including a thorn
from the Crown of Thorns which once
belonged to Mary Queen of Scots.
According to the office of the Prince of
Wales, Charles made his contribution to the

Easter Meditation in “support for Christians
around the world.”
The prince read a poem by Jesuit Father
Gerard Manley Hopkins, an English poet
who converted to Catholicism in 1866. He
studied for the priesthood at Stonyhurst and
later taught at the college.
Prince Charles read from the 1877 poem
“God’s Grandeur.”
John Browne, the head of Stonyhurst, said
the school was “honored” the Prince of
Wales participated in the Easter Meditation
by reciting “God’s Grandeur.”
“The poem is offered as a reflection on the
journey from the darkness of Lent to the joy
of Easter. We are delighted that through
Stonyhurst, His Royal Highness will be able
to reach Catholics and the wider Christian
community around the world at Eastertide,”
he said.
Browne said the Easter Meditation
highlights the importance of the younger
generation, “whose stewardship of the planet
provides our hope for the future.”

Charles Collins
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2021/04/prince-charles-reads-poem-by-jesuit-forcatholic-schools-easter-meditation/
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How To Choose the Right Books For Your Children
To Encourage Their Reading
Some keys to finding your way around the shelves of libraries and bookstores.
All teachers say it: if parents read stories to
their children regularly, many difficulties
could be avoided in elementary school. You
don’t enter language and reading with a
wave of a magic wand, but by soaking in
what some experts have conceptualized as a
“language bath.”
But beware: the “language bath” should not
be limited to a trickle of lukewarm water.
There is a widespread cliché that says as
long as your child reads — whatever the
content, regardless of the quality — that’s
all that matters. Not so. Later on, the child
may technically know how to read, but not
enjoy reading. This is the situation of many
teenagers who, as early as middle school,
are expected to read classic literature.
Why does this happen? Because you can’t
go straight from stories with three lines per
page and subject-verb sentences to
Shakespeare, whose style will have the same
effect as reading a foreign language.
So here are three things to think about to
give your child a taste for reading.

2. DON'T SPEND TOO MUCH TIME
ON EARLY BOOKS
Many parents complain that finding books
that really tell a story, with an appropriate
amount and level of text and appropriate
illustrations, takes hours of searching in the
bookstore, especially due to the lack of
reliable editorial guidelines. Many books
labeled “5+ years” have a level of language
that is well within the reach of 3-year-olds.
Toddler books are perfect when little ones
are learning to speak (their great passion is
just to name things, to expand their
vocabulary). But if you spend too much time
on them, you risk missing the mark.
By gradually building up their abilities, we
can interest children very early on in the
great stories of our heritage. First, you start
by telling the stories more or less faithfully
by simply embroidering on the images. Then
the text is read (making sure you set the
right intonation), an essential step in getting
the child into the music of written language,
the importance of which is often
underestimated.
3. THINK ABOUT VARYING STYLES

1. TAKE CARE OF THE CHILD'S
NEEDS WHILE HAVING FUN AT THE
SAME TIME
Early childhood is the age when we can take
the imagination quite far, because it is the
age when we are most receptive. Pleasure
comes from being close to the one who
reads, as publishing professionals constantly
remind us. A pitfall: when the one having
fun buying the book and reading it is the
adult, losing sight of what the little ones
need. Be sure to include them!

It is also necessary to give in to the requests
to hear the same story 20 times — because
the pleasure of repetition is essential and
useful, imprinting sentence structure, verb
tenses, and the whole logic oflanguage in the
child’s memory. It is also necessary to think
of varying genres to avoid getting overly
habituated to one style (there is life beyond
Disney!), mixing classic tales and
contemporary stories.
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Clotilde Hamon
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2021/03/31/how-to-choose-the-right-books-for-your-children-toencourage-their-reading/
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Adoration Chapel Brings Spiritual Graces To Iona Prep Community
When Libby Giordano was approached to
become involved as weekly Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament began at Iona Prep in
New Rochelle on the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dec. 12, 2019, she didn’t want
to let the opportunity pass, but also wasn’t
sure how she could find time in her busy
schedule as a mother of seven.
At that time, son Vito, her oldest child, had
just entered Iona Prep as a freshman. Father
Justin Cinnante, O. Carm., the school
chaplain, asked Prep’s Mothers’ Auxiliary,
which Mrs. Giordano had joined, to playing
a leading role in coordinating the hours of
the Adoration schedule and to encourage its
members to sign up to pray before the
Blessed Sacrament.
Not certain about her answer, Mrs. Giordano
prayed about the opportunity. “I said,
‘Listen, God. If you want this to happen, it’s
got to be easy because I have a lot to do,’”
she said in a phone interview last week.
She ended up signing up to pray, and to
coordinate the scheduling of moms, as well
as a few dads and grandmothers, who have
formed the nucleus of the prayer team.
About 50 people occasionally sign up for an
hour of prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, with a dozen or so regulars
filling most of the prayer hours each
Thursday, the day for Adoration.
The Adoration schedule, as Father Cinnante
explained it, runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. with a break for Mass, which he
celebrates at 11 a.m. The day concludes with
the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 p.m. followed
by Benediction led by Father Cinnante.
Father Cinnante’s original idea was to have
a weekly day of prayer before the Blessed

Sacrament with the intention of praying for
students and families, faculty, staff and
administrators of Iona Prep.
At least one or two mothers, or other adults,
are assigned to pray each hour, with
staggered schedules to ensure someone is
always present in the chapel. The group,
which follows the inspiration of St. Monica,
prays for the safety of students and that they
maintain an upstanding lifestyle.
Father Cinnante said many of the mothers
have told him that while they initially got
involved for the benefit of their boys, they
have received “tremendous peace and graces
for themselves.”
Mrs. Giordano and her husband, Stephen,
who also participates in the Adoration
ministry when his schedule permits, are the
parents of five boys and two girls, ranging
from an 18-month-old to Vito, who is 15.
She said she has found the quiet, prayerful
time she spends before the Blessed
Sacrament to be “very grounding.”
“I have found it to be a time that I look
forward to…I have started to grasp an
understanding of really how powerful the
Real Presence is,” she said.
Mrs. Giordano also praised the Iona Prep
administration for standing behind the
initiative. From time to time, especially
when she is having problems registering
sufficient numbers of volunteers for the
prayer slots, the school cooperates by
sending out email blasts to alleviate the
shortfall.
“I love that I’m sending my son to an
institution that gets it. They understand that
this is one of the central pieces of our faith,
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that we have this True Presence. That is
going to do the converting and the
protecting, keeping our boys on the right
path.”
In just her son’s time at Prep, she has seen
the good work that the Mothers’ Auxiliary
accomplishes on fund-raising and
programmatic initiatives.
“It’s nice that they are putting time into
praying for the protection of these boys
spiritually,” she said. “They are all taken
care of in many other ways in this
community; it’s good we’re focusing on
their spiritual well-being as well.”
At certain times of the year, such as when
college applications are due, more boys
come by to spend some time in Adoration.
Because her son is a little younger, Mrs.
Giordano didn’t realize at first what was
prompting the increased attendance by
students.

“They know it’s there when they need it,”
she said.
Sometimes, students or faculty members
drop by for five or 10 minutes, during a
lunch period. The chapel is in a central
location that is easy for all to access.
In case volunteers who come to pray are
unsure of how to proceed, Father Cinnante
has prepared a packet with “a great set of
prayers,” explaining the Mysteries of the
Rosary and giving good background
material about St. Monica and intercessory
prayer, Mrs. Giordano said.
Father Cinnante, who is in his third year at
Iona Prep, said holding Adoration at the
chapel has borne fruit for the students’
personal spiritual journeys, and also benefits
the entire school community.
“The whole school community is invited to
come and pray,” Father Cinnante said. “It’s
a beautiful spirit of prayer and peace in the
building, especially on Thursdays, because
of the Adoration for an extended period of
time.”

John Woods
https://cny.org/stories/adoration-chapel-brings-spiritual-graces-to-iona-prep-community,22140
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Catholic Politicians, Canon 1375, And Impeding Catholic Ministry
There has been much discussion in recent
years regarding what the Catholic Church
can do about self-identified Catholic
politicians who support policies considered
gravely immoral by the Church. Most of the
conversation has centered around Canon
915, which states that those who are
“obstinately persevering in manifest grave
sin are not to be admitted to Holy
Communion.”
Debate in the Catholic Church has focused
on whether Catholic politicians who vote in
favor of expanding grave evils are guilty of
manifest (public) grave sin. But it is another
canon—Canon 1375—that might become
more applicable for disciplining Catholic
politicians.
The argument for applying Canon 915 is
most commonly applied to Catholic
politicians supporting legalized abortion. In
his 2002 Doctrinal Note on Some Questions
Regarding the Participation of Catholics in
Political Life, then-Cardinal Ratzinger
argued in paragraph 4: “When political
activity comes up against moral principles
that do not admit of exception, compromise
or derogation, the Catholic commitment
becomes more evident and laden with
responsibility. In the face of fundamental
and inalienable ethical demands, Christians
must recognize that what is at stake is the
essence of the moral law, which concerns
the integral good of the human person. This
is the case with laws concerning abortion.”
Yet in spite of this view, Catholic politicians
have regularly turned to the rationale first
employed by then-Presidential Candidate
John F. Kennedy, who would go on to
become the first Catholic to be elected
president. On September 12th, 1960, in a
speech to “The Greater Houston Ministerial

Association,” Kennedy famously assured a
skeptical nation: “Whatever issue may come
before me as president—on birth control,
divorce, censorship, gambling or any other
subject—I will make my decision in
accordance…with what my conscience tells
me to be the national interest, and without
regard to outside religious pressures or
dictates. And no power or threat of
punishment could cause me to decide
otherwise.”
Unfortunately for President Kennedy and all
other Catholic politicians that have come
after him, Pope Leo XIII anticipated his
opinion 75 years prior when he definitively
taught in his encyclical Immortale Dei: “It is
unlawful to follow one line of conduct in
private life and another in public, respecting
privately the authority of the Church but
publicly rejecting it, for this would amount
to joining together good and evil.”
Yet even given Pope Leo’s rebuff of
President Kennedy and the long line of
Catholic Politicians for the last 61 years that
have made the same argument, President
Kennedy never passed a law
that impeded the Catholic Church’s
ministry. That is no longer true, however, as
an even more ominous development has
come to pass in recent years: Catholic
politicians voting for and passing
laws directly impeding the ministry of the
Catholic Church. And that is where Canon
1375 comes in. Canon 1375 states: “Those
who impede the freedom of ecclesial
ministry…can be punished with a just
penalty.”
The implication of Canon 1375 is that it is
a grave offense for a Catholic politician to
vote for or pass any law that in any way
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interferes with the Catholic Church’s
freedom to minister.
Canon 1375 also applies at the state and
local level. Any bishop who feels that
ecclesial ministry has been impeded by a
state law that was voted on by any Catholic
politician or signed into law by a Catholic
governor (assuming the failure of prior
attempts to warn the politician, either in
writing or via a face-to-face meeting), could
apply a just penalty to that Catholic
politician, or politicians, including
excommunication. It is important to
emphasize that excommunication is
considered a medicinal and pastoral remedy
for the good of the offending person;
excommunication has as its express goal the
reconciliation of the politician back into the
Catholic Church.
The Equality Act would fall into the
category of “impeding the freedom of
ecclesial ministry” in many ways. In the
crosshairs of the Equality Act would be
Catholic hospitals, Catholic nurses and
doctors, Catholic schools, Catholic adoption

agencies, and many Catholic ministry nonprofits. Further, the Equality Act specifically
forbids entities from appealing to
the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act signed in 1993 by then-President Bill
Clinton. Anne Hendershott has done a great
service by detailing all the implications of
the Equality Act here.
There has never been a piece of legislation
in the United States that seeks to limit and
punish the ministries of the Catholic Church
more clearly than the Equality Act, yet
eighty Catholic U.S. Representatives have
already voted in favor of the Equality Act.
The Equality Act currently sits in the Senate,
but 13 Catholic Senators have voiced their
willingness to vote in favor, and a Catholic
President has also signaled his support if the
legislation makes it to his desk.
It is, and always has been, a serious ecclesial
crime for a Catholic politician to vote in
favor of any law that impedes the Catholic
Church’s ministry. Canon 1375 is another
arrow in the quiver of bishops seeking to
protect the Catholic Church’s many ongoing
ministries.

Fr. John Hollowell
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2021/catholic-politicians-canon-1375-and-impeding-catholicministry?mc_cid=0976ecaa47&mc_eid=ef21518f2c
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Cardinal Ravasi: Dante’s Breviary And Comedy, Always With Me
In an interview with Vatican News, the President of the Pontifical Council for Culture reflects on
some passages of the Pope's Apostolic Letter "Candor Lucis Aeternae", explaining the traits of
Dante's genius and the relevance of his work. A virtual exhibition, with materials from the
Vatican Library, and an interpretation of passages from the Divine Comedy with the voices of
well-known actors in the Capitoline catacombs, is one of the initiatives organized by the Dante
Commission, established by the Vatican and headed by the Cardinal.
Throughout Italy and in many cities across the world, organizations, institutions, universities,
schools and associations have been preparing for at least a year for the celebration of the
seventh centenary of the death of the great poet Dante Alighieri.
March 25 is the day set aside by scholars to recognize the beginning of Dante's literary journey
to the afterlife. The Dantedì ("Day of Dante") is promoted by the Academia della Crusca, and
offers a host of scientific meetings, exhibitions, and readings, thanks to the support of the web
and social media.
Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, President of the Pontifical Council for Culture and of the Dante
Commission which was established by the Vatican to celebrate the anniversary of Alighieri,
spoke to Vatican News about the Apostolic Letter Candor Lucis Aeternae:
Q: How does Dante still speak to us today?
We have his figure in mind especially in the
representations that we find inside the
Vatican spaces, in the Apostolic Palace
where Raphael represented him twice with a
rather stern and austere profile. He depicted
him first among the theologians, in the socalled Stanza della Segnatura, and then
again in a scene in that room, in Parnassus
among the poets. Dante was able to interlace
these two dimensions, so that he crossed the
entire history of the West: above all as a
great poet, but also as a great believer. And
so he always remained on the edge of faith
and art, on the edge of history and
transcendence, of mystery, of the eternal.
And this has been his greatness, which still
today can in some way influence our
present-day events through a testimony that
is above all a testimony of hope in a
"beyond" starting from the mud of Hell.

Q: So, re-reading the Divine Comedy is an
injection of hope of some sort?
Yes, in fact, the ideal definition of Dante's
character is an expression that is dear to
tradition and also present in the Letter of
Pope Francis: he was a prophet of hope. We
know that he had a dialectical, tense
relationship with the Church and the world,
with its culture and society. Without
hesitation, he puts a still-living Pope,
Boniface VIII, in a hellhole with a rather
severe polemic; and on the other hand, we
see that he calls the Florentines
"scoundrels". It indicates that he had a
tormented relationship with the reality in
which he was inserted, but at the same time
he uninterruptedly points his gaze towards a
beyond and towards an Other, the beyond of
Paradise, for example, that is, of our extreme
goal, and also an Other that has a human but
transfigured face. This is a truly suggestive
thing: within the Divine Comedy, in canto
XXXII, when he represents the Trinity - in
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the famous three circles of different colors,
the three persons who, however, have a
single "content", as he says, that is, a single
space - we have, in the center, the surprise
of finding "our effigy" he says, because the
face of Christ is a face of man with the
characteristics of humanity and that is why
we find ourselves within the divine, after
having gone through the bitterness of
history, which can also be history like the
one in which we are now inserted.
Q: What does Alighieri's life as an exile say
to today's men and women?
His experience is obviously quite dramatic.
Almost all of his existence will be outside of
that horizon that he loves, even though
Florence is in his heart, so much so that he
will remember "my beautiful San Giovanni".
Let us not forget that Paul VI had a laurel
wreath presented to the Baptistery of
Florence, San Giovanni, in memory of the
poet, and he also gave - this is not often
emphasized - to all the Council Fathers an
edition of the Divine Comedy. So the
Florentine Dante is still the figure that we
have in mind and that he himself, I believe,
loved to represent, despite the indignation
for what he had suffered. But in the end he
was also a kind of pilgrim who later died
abroad. He lived the paradigm of an
authentic journey in which all humanity is
involved. It is the pilgrimage through "the
flowerbed that makes us so fierce" - that is,
our world, as he says in Canto XXII of
Paradise - to reach a hoped-for condition
that for him will not be realized. Even if
when he died in Ravenna he was quite
serene and protected, in the end, inside of
him was that harmony, that peace and that
happiness that he had yet to achieve and that
is why will sing them in Paradise. This is
why he was a pilgrim in history, an exile
like so many today who seek a landing place
on a different shore, on a different beach,

always holding high "the torch of high
desire".
Q: Dante uses the "language of all." Pope
Francis compares him to the Saint of Assisi.
Does this aspect of universality also mean
working today to promote ever greater
accessibility to cultural content?
It is a great lesson that I believe Dante offers
to all of us: to know how to unite, and this is
evidently the fruit of his genius. On the one
hand, he has the extreme ability to precisely
express the vernacular in common language,
the desire to make everyone succeed in
some way no longer through the nobility of
Latin, the language of the intellectual
aristocracy. On the other, there is the
sequence of images. Dante is in many ways
truly a multimedia figure because he is
already capable: in all the 14,223
hendecasyllables of the 100 cantos, one can
say that there is a shining image. He does
not speak only through words or
sophisticated theoretical reflection. He
speaks uninterruptedly by showing you
scenes and making the one who reads the
text accurately see those images, as if he
were looking at a computer or television
screen. In addition to his extreme ability to
be "popular", there is the greatness of his
reflection. Dante is a great poet, but he is
also a great theologian and a great scientist
for his cosmological vision. He is a great
philosopher. Few know how to stand on a
ridge whereby on the one hand we have a
view of light, transparent, immediate, a
horizon that everyone can perceive and
pursue, and on the other hand a dark side,
into which we must enter with difficulty. It
is really a sort of admirable harmony
between pure poetry and refined speculation.
Q: In writing the Comedy, Dante uses a style
that is often very sanguine, at times
perfidious, in the description of certain of
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his contemporaries. Is this also a reason for
his greatness?
Certainly, I believe that this is also one of
the fundamental reasons for his involvement
in our history because his feet are always
planted in the dust of history. Let's not
forget that he lived in a period in which the
sweet Stil Novo dominated, the courtly
poetry, the desire to transfigure, but at the
same time, we see that he, precisely in an
era that made reality take off towards an
almost mythical, mystical sky, he instead
still returns to bring back the weight of
history, he still invites us to look at carnality
with realism; he invites us to see tragedy,
even the chronicle; he invites us to look into
the face of that evil that is also sin. It is a
very high moral lesson. That said, having
reiterated this characteristic of his that
makes him so close to us and that allows us
to feel those characters of his as characters
of our time, let us not forget that all three
canticles end with the word "star." In Hell,
after having gone through all the evil of the
world, the vices, the humiliations, the
hypocrisies, the dark entanglement of vipers
that is human misery and also human
freedom, there is this "riveder le stelle"
(seeing the stars again); and then Purgatory
and the great catharsis that finally allows us
to see the ultimate meaning of being, of
existing, which is not emptiness,
nothingness, destruction, evil, but is
precisely that infinity, that mystery that was
evoked before.
Q: Your Eminence, when did you first come
into contact with the Comedy, and what
were you most struck by?
In high school. I had the good fortune to
have a professor who had created all the
philological tools for me, but also the ability
to enter into the poetry, the harmony, the
music of the Divine Comedy, the spirituality.

In this regard, I make an appeal to schools as the Pope does at the end of his Apostolic
Letter - to know how to not only explain the
footnotes but to convey the beauty, the
passion... After having studied many other
things in my life and after having dedicated
much space to the Bible - which is
fundamental also in Dante: it has been
calculated that there are 588 quotations from
the Bible in the Divine Comedy - I also had
the good fortune to be Prefect of the
Ambrosian Library and Art Gallery in
Milan, and a predecessor of mine, next to
the apartment that I was using at the time,
had built a tower in the 1930s. This tower
had a wonderful view of the Duomo of
Milan. Every day he went up to read a song
from the Divine Comedy as he recited the
breviary. Here, I wanted to repeat this
action, not always, but often. When I wasn't
busy somewhere else, I would go up. And
this was a way for me to be accompanied by
Dante and also to say what a writer dear to
Pope Francis, Jorge Luis Borges, author of
nine essays on Dante, said: no one has the
right to deprive himself of this happiness
that is the Divine Comedy. For those who
have read it so much, there is always
something that fascinates you in a different
way. Sometimes it is simply an expression,
for example, I think "to the eternal from
time": there is the whole Divine Comedy
(Paradiso, XXXI). Or "how can makes
himself eternal" (Inferno, XV) to show how
the carnal, fragile, weak and sinful man can
eternalize himself. But I would like to recall
the scene of Ulysses' mad flight because it
represents a component of my own life: the
search for a higher horizon which, however,
can certainly also be risky. There can in fact
be, as we know, hubris, the challenge to
divinity when we are no longer aware of
being limited. Perhaps we can exercise
ourselves in rediscovering those pages that
we have read and studied at school and that
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have in some way, left a trace in our
existence.
Q: How can the celebrations of Dante
planned for this year really contribute to
relaunching the study and knowledge of the
poet outside the school curriculum,
especially in times of distance-learning?
I would like to recall the many events that
we, as the Vatican Dante Commission, have
organized and that will accompany the entire
Dante year, starting on March 25, when we
will open a virtual exhibition to travel with
Dante, curated with materials from the
Vatican Library. You can imagine the

richness of the collection: manuscripts,
codices, ancient books, engravings.... Then
there will be one in which we have involved
the Vatican Museums, another virtual
exhibition. We would also like to have an
experience, unfortunately limited by
invitation only, but we hope to be able to do
it on television: Dante in the Catacombs.
There will be four actors: Carlo Verdone,
Margherita Buy, Alessandro Haber and
Nancy Brilli who will reread and interpret
some passages chosen by them. And again, a
scientific meeting at the University Roma
Tre on the figure of Dante and the great
questions of the afterlife that he poses.

Antonella Palermo
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-03/ravasi-dante-alighieri-divine-comedyculture.html
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