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The Catholic Education Foundation invites
bishops, priests and seminarians

to participate in an intensive and comprehensive three-day seminar

The Role of the Priest in Today’s Catholic School

For whom? Clergy who are pastors, parochial vicars, or those directly involved in the elementary or
secondary school apostolate (or who wish to be) — as well as seminarians.

When? From 4:00 p.m., July 16 to 4:00 p.m., July 18, 2024

Where? Athenaeum of Ohio (Seminary of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati)
(a twenty-minute ride from Cincinnati Airport)

The Team? Rev. Peter M. J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D. (President, CEF)

Michael Acquilano (Chief Operating Officer, Diocese of Charleston)

Rev. Patrick Armano (Chaplain & Teacher, Austin Prep, Archdiocese of Boston)

Rev. John Belmonte, SJ (Superintendent of Schools, Diocese of Venice)

Most Rev. Thomas Daly (Bishop of Spokane; Chairman, USCCB Committee on Education)
Rev. Michael Davis (Pastor & Former School Administrator, Archdiocese of Miami)

Mary Pat Donoghue (Executive Director, Secretariat of Catholic Education, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

Brian Dorrian (Founding Chairman, Philosophy Department, Charlotte Catholic High School)
Mother Chiara Thérése Jacobson, AFL (Montessori Specialist)

Kevin Kijewski, JD (Former Superintendent of Schools, Archdiocese of Detroit)

Rev. James Kuroly, EdD. (President/Rector, Cathedral Prep, Brooklyn)

Dr. Gregory Monroe (Superintendent of Schools, Diocese of Charlotte)

Rev. Christopher Peschel (Pastor & Central School Board, Diocese of Fall River)

Rev. Msgr. Sal Pilato (Pastor/Former Superintendent of High Schools, Archdiocese of Los Angeles)
Kathleen Pluth (Artist-in-Residence, Corpus Christi Monastery, Bronx, NY)
Brother Owen Sadlier, OSF (Professor of Philosophy, St. Joseph Seminary, Archdiocese of New York)

Rev. Msgr. Joseph Schaedel (Pastor & Former School Administrator, Archdiocese of Indianapolis)

Rev. Robert Sirico (Co-founder/President Emeritus, Acton Institute)



Lincoln Synder (President, National Catholic Educational Association)
How much? $700 (all-inclusive); $650 for registrations before May 31

CEF — convinced by history and the present reality — believes that the viability of our Catholic
schools is largely dependent on the support and involvement of our priests. Our seminar will
include workshops dealing with the following topics:

e Conciliar and Papal Teaching on Catholic Education

e The History of Catholic Education in the United States

e The Priest’s Presence in the School Community (Students, Faculty,
Administration, Parents)

e The Priest as the Public Relations Man of the School

* Financial Concerns

e Models of Governance and Best Practices

For further information: call 732-903-5213 or email fstravinskas@hotmail.com.

REGISTRATION FORM

Name

Address

Phone

Email address

Participation limited to 35

Checks in the amount of 5700 should be made payable to:
Catholic Education Foundation e 601 Buhler Court ¢ Pine Beach, New Jersey 08741

“This is a most needed initiative, and | hope you obtain a healthy response from the
dioceses.”
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, CEF board member, Archbishop of Boston

“The role of the priest in shaping the identity and mission of our Catholic schools is indispensable.
This summer’s CEF conference is sure to give excellent guidance to our priests in carrying out this role
with renewed dedication and wisdom.”

Most Rev. James Massa

Rector, St. Joseph Seminary, New York
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A Word From Our Editor

Fr. Stravinskas recently spoke with The Catholic World Report about the 10" Anniversary of the
Catholic Education Foundation seminar, the role of clergy in Catholic schools, and the
challenges facing priests in their work with parochial schools

CWR: Who is the intended audience for this conference, and why this particular topic?

Stravinskas: Over the years, our Catholic Education Foundation has received consistent input
from teachers, administrators, parents and bishops that most priests either do not know or fail to
comprehend the critical importance of Catholic schools in the life of the Church, particularly as a
vehicle of the new evangelization, as well as the primary source of vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life. It is also the case that the most active laity in any parish are the graduates of
our Catholic schools, as any pastor can attest.

| recall the presentations of Archbishop George Lucas and Bishop Daniel Flores at the fall
meeting of the United States Catholic Conference (USCCB) a decade ago. After noting that “the
Bishop and the Pastor have an important role” in Catholic school maintenance and development,
Bishop Flores remarked that to many, this may sound like a “throw-away” line. Unfortunately,
that is not the case as all too many clerics over the past four decades have grown weary with the
struggle to keep our schools viable, appealing and accessible. If it is true that “personnel is
policy,” then the next statement of Bishop Flores is key: “As Bishops, we must make every effort
to assign pastors to parishes with schools who are champions of Catholic schools.”

My own experience offers yet another dimension, namely, that the majority of the “junior
clergy” are most supportive of Catholic schools, however, they do not know exactly what they
can or should be doing to advance the cause, either because they did not attend Catholic schools
themselves or went in an era when clerical involvement was low or even non-existent.

In fact, a very interesting study surfaced in 2019 on the attitudes of seminarians toward our
schools; it was both encouraging and disturbing. Encouraging, in that—unlike an older
generation of priests—they are quite supportive of Catholic schools. Disturbing, in that they say
they have been given no tools in the seminary to prepare them for any role in the schools.

Hence, the point of this seminar, which will be in its tenth go-round. The intended audience is
priests (pastors or parochial vicars) with schools; priests assigned to full-time work in a school;
seminarians desirous of becoming comfortable with assuming a role in Catholic education.

CWR: Can you tell readers a bit about the content of the conference?

Stravinskas: We are changing venue this year—to the beautiful seminary of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, The Athenacum of Ohio/Mt. St. Mary’s of the West. It’s a 20-minute ride from the
Cincinnati Airport, a lovely facility. This conference for bishops, priests and seminarians will
take place from Tuesday, July 16 through Thursday, July 18.




“The Role of the Priest in Today’s Catholic School” is the title of the conference and includes
workshops dealing with topics like: Conciliar and Papal Teaching on Catholic Education; The
History of Catholic Education in the United States; The Priest’s Presence in the School
Community (Students, Faculty, Administration, Parents); The Priest as the Public Relations Man
of the School; Financial Concerns; Models of Governance and Best Practices; Developing a
Liturgical Music Program; Classical Education and Catholic Identity as Important Niches. We
shall also have a special track for priests engaged full-time in the high school apostolate.

CWR: How important is the role of the clergy in the vitality and success of parochial schools?
How and why has that changed over the past few decades?

Stravinskas: In one of Cardinal Newman’s lectures which became his famous Idea of a
University, he makes the point that without the presence of the “institutional” Church in the life
of a Catholic university, the project is bound to lose its moorings. That is equally true of Catholic
education at the elementary and secondary levels. In the 1970s, it was not uncommon for
“liberated” nuns to tell priests they were not welcome in the schools and that their only role was
to pay the bills. Many priests of that generation became quite embittered and harbor those
resentments to this day.

With the absence of priests, orthodoxy and Catholic identity waned in many places, leading to a
further crisis in the schools. The mass exodus of women religious from the schools is yet another
reason why the presence of priests is even more important than ever.

The involvement of a priest, however, is not simply or even primarily that of a watchdog; his
involvement is needed to provide pastoral support for faculty and administration (and parents), to
teach religion or other subjects according to his abilities, to be part of the lives of the students on
the playground, in the cafeteria, at social and athletic events and, of course, for
sacramental/liturgical services.

Not a few bishops—precipitously and very foolishly, in my opinion—withdrew priests from high
school work, yet the presence of priests there provided one of the most effective “recruitment”
devices we ever had for priestly vocations. Dioceses that have kept priests there—or which are
putting them back—know that.

CWR: What are some of the more common challenges facing a priest in dealing with Catholic
schools?

Stravinskas: The first is that of regularly reminding his people that the Catholic school is an
essential element of Catholic life—whether or not there is a parish school, whether or not
individuals have children of school age—and, therefore, deserving wholehearted support of the
entire Catholic community, as the Code of Canon Law reminds us.

Secondly, he must say some very potentially unpopular things, for instance, that attendance at
the government schools (the so-called “public” schools) places the souls of children in
jeopardy—a point highlighted in a study six years ago, which documented that Catholic children
in the state schools most often lose their faith in God and the Church as early as fourth grade, due




to the type of science classes they experience. And when we begin to consider topics related to
marriage, family, and sexuality, the need for Catholic schools becomes more obvious than ever
before. The aggressive promotion of “gender theory,” “reproductive rights,” and “critical race
theory” in government schools across our nation should give any intelligent parent reason to
make the local Catholic school the educational home for one’s children.

Thirdly, the priest must ensure that no child is ever denied a Catholic education for want of
financial resources.

Fourthly, and this is often a very neuralgic piece of the whole project, he must help parents

establish clear priorities: Is a winter vacation more important than a Catholic education for one’s
children?

And so, we can see why CEF board member, Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston would say:
“This is a most needed initiative, and I hope you obtain a healthy response from the dioceses.” I
am happy to say that we have been obtaining a strong response from dioceses; more than forty
dioceses (and several religious orders) have sent men to our previous seminars, from such
diverse environs as New York, Boston, Los Angeles, San Antonio, Colorado Springs, Fort
Wayne-South Bend.

Bishop James Massa, rector of St. Joseph Seminary in New York, wrote: “The role of the priest
in shaping the identity and mission of our Catholic schools is indispensable. This summer’s CEF
conference is sure to give excellent guidance to our priests in carrying out this role with renewed
dedication and wisdom.”

CWR: Since this will be the tenth “go-round,” as you put it, will topics and presenters be the
same?

Stravinskas: Of course, some of the basics will be in place and, thus, some of the presenters
(including Yours Truly) will be the same.

It is a very positive sign to me that many of our presenters are themselves priests, with vast
experience in the Catholic school apostolate. The priest-to-priest shared vision and experience
adds a particular dimension to the presentations. We are delighted to have back for the third time
Bishop Thomas Daly of Spokane, chairman of the bishops’ committee on Catholic education and
a seasoned veteran of secondary school administration. Beyond the clergy-presenters, we are
truly blessed to have an exceptionally varied and talented group of speakers as always.

We have been able to keep the cost of the seminar stable over the years—a very reasonable $700.

CWR: What can readers do and how can they learn more about the conference and register?

Stravinskas: It would be wonderful if readers would promote this program with priests and even
underwrite its costs, so that we can offer scholarships to priests and seminarians in need of
assistance. Further information can be found on our website: Catholiceducation.Foundation or
by calling: 732-903-5213.
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Animals Can Show Us God’s Love

From St. Francis of Assisi’s wolf to St.
Dominic’s dog, many saints loved animals.
There are even numerous children’s books
about saints and their animals.

No doubt these saints knew something that
many pet owners know as well: Animals,
with their gentle patience and unconditional
love, can be a way of experiencing the
unconditional love of God.

A friend’s special animal story

| never quite realized just how much pets
can help people feel loved and supported
until a fascinating conversation with a good
friend.

My friend is a busy mom of five young
children, and when her husband asked if
they could get a dog, her answer was a
resounding “No.” She felt she had enough
on her plate already (understandably!). On
top of that, she had struggled with an
unusually challenging pet situation in the
past, leaving her unwilling to try again.

But one comment her husband made
changed her mind and heart. “A dog loves
you totally and unconditionally,” he said.
“When I have a dog in the home, it helps me
to experience God’s love for me. Dogs help
me feel closer to God.”

When he said this, she was deeply moved,
and realized how important it was for her

Theresa Civantos Barber

husband’s spiritual and emotional life to
have a dog in their home. She began praying
hard, asking God to send just the right dog
to their family.

They ended up finding the ideal dog for their
home and family situation at a local animal
shelter. The dog has proved to be a treasure,
bringing great happiness to the whole
family. My friend felt that finding and
adopting their dog was a true case of God’s
providence and generosity.

Dogs help us out

It makes a lot of sense that having an animal
in the home would boost a person’s
emotional wellbeing. After all, there are
options for animal therapy, programs for
animals visiting people in hospitals, and
other therapeutic uses of our furry friends.
But until I heard about my friend’s
experience, it had never occurred to me that
animals could boost our spiritual well-being,
too.

If you have experienced God’s love through
spending time with an animal in your life,
let us know in the comments! We’d love to
hear all about it. It truly is amazing how
God’s creatures can help us feel connected
to him.

https://aleteia.org/2024/03/17/animals-can-show-us-gods-love/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-

Newsletter-Daily-

&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240318
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‘The Religion Of The Incarnation’: Catholic Artists
Reflect On The Necessity of Beauty

St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City is easily
the most recognizable church in the world.
Visitors to the basilica are often left staring
up in awe, taking in the grandeur and beauty
of the world’s largest church.

Likewise with Michelangelo’s Sistine
Chapel paintings, Johann Christian Bach’s
“Requiem Mass,” and even Jean-Francois
Millet’s “Angelus” — some more of the
world’s most influential and beloved works
of art created throughout the millennia.

What do all of these great works of art have
in common? They were created by
Catholics.

For millennia, Catholic artists have drawn
millions to God through the power of truth,
goodness, and beauty. But today, the Church
is no longer widely known for producing
beautiful art. What happened?

Daniel Mitsui, a contemporary Catholic
artist based in Hobart, Indiana, who creates
art in the medieval style, told CNA that
Catholic art today suffers from the wounds
of a double-edged sword: rejection of
tradition and complacency.

“I believe that Catholic religious artists have
two tasks,” he said. “First, they should be
faithful to tradition, attempting to hand
down in their turn the things that have been
remembered since the time of the New
Testament and that are reflected also in the
sacred liturgy and the writings of the Church
Fathers. And second, they should make their
work as beautiful as possible, because they
are attempting to depict things the way that
God sees them.”

“The experience of beauty,” he said, “is like
a dim memory of life in paradise, an
experience that no fallen human artist will
be able to recreate. But we should strive to
do the best we can!”

The ‘religion of the incarnation’

Despite the artistic lack in recent decades,
there appears now to be a growing
resurgence in the Catholic artistic world.

Gwyneth Thompson Briggs is one of the
most prolific artists creating in the
traditional Catholic style. A New England-
based artist, Briggs told CNA that she has
seen “stirrings of a restoration in the art
world” and a “growing desire for a return to
the grand tradition of sacred art.”

She started a website called the Catholic
Avrtists Directory, which features many of
the artists leading the Church’s artistic
revival. This revival, Thompson believes, is
vitally important.

“It is the enemy who wishes to make the
world ugly, and he has had a lot of help in
that direction these last 200 years. Our task
is to make the world more beautiful,” she
explained, adding that because “Christianity
is the religion of the Incarnation,” Christian
art “should be incarnational too.”

Rebuilding the Church

The Catholic artistic revival is not just
limited to painting. Emerging from a
relatively dark age of Catholic art, there are
now many talented Catholic artists working
in the mediums of painting, sculpting,
music, architecture, and more.



https://www.danielmitsui.com/
https://gwyneththompsonbriggs.com/
https://catholicartistsdirectory.com/
https://catholicartistsdirectory.com/

Indeed, a large percentage of the Catholic
churches built in the last two decades have
been constructed in traditional styles in
which beauty and form are emphasized.

St. Mary’s Catholic Center in College
Station, Texas, is just one example of a
beautiful Catholic church built in the last
decade.

Serving a vibrant student community at
Texas A&M University, St. Mary’s long
struggled to fit the multitudes of students
coming to Mass in its old church building.
Finally, St. Mary’s decided it was time to
build a new church.ass of Consecration in
St. Mary’s Catholic Center in College
Station, Texas. Credit: Courtesy of St.
Mary’s Catholic Center

Father Will Straten, St. Mary’s pastor, told
CNA that when they were considering the
new church, they wanted something “that
did not look like other buildings™ that
“students could identify as a church.”

“We wanted the building to be a beacon, to
be a light that guided students to God,” he
said.

The church was designed by a team of
faithful Catholics from Studio io and
completed in 2023. Anna Olinger, a student
at A&M and an intern at St. Mary’s, told
CNA that the new church has already had a
big impact on students, Catholic and non-
Catholic alike.

“The new church has been such a blessing
because it has allowed students to enter into
the liturgy and prayer in a way that uses all
of our senses,” she explained. “From his
birth, cross, and resurrection to his eternal
reign, the church makes heaven seem a little
closer. The church better helps students

understand salvation history and the plan
that God has for their personal salvation.”

“Art and architecture have been important
tools of evangelization for centuries, and
that is still true with the younger
generation,” she said.

‘Surprised by the Gospel’

Martin Earle, a U.K.-based sacred artist

who specializes in works for churches and
the liturgy, told CNA that one should not

mistake an artistic revival for a simple re-
creation of the past.

According to Earle, the job of a Catholic
artist today is to get “under the skin” of the
old masterpieces of the faith and instead of
copying them, “create new works that
manifest a living tradition.”

“We artists have a role to play in preaching
the Gospel to each generation: to present it
in all its freshness, beauty, and liveliness in
a language that is attractive to our peers.
This can only happen if we firstly allow
ourselves to be surprised by the Gospel.
Then we need to find the tools to
communicate our wonder,” he explained.

Yet, according to Mitsui, if any Catholic
artistic revival is to occur, ordinary, lay
faithful will need to play a crucial part in it.
Without Catholics supporting artists and
fostering an environment where new art can
be made, nothing will change.

“We live in a time when it is easy to obtain
reproductions of many historic masterpieces.
Maybe collecting those and only those
seems satisfactory and less risky than
supporting any living artist. But if everyone
does that, the next great religious artist will
never get a chance to exist, because he or



https://www.aggiecatholic.org/
https://www.studioiodesign.com/
https://martinearle.com/

she had to get a job in advertising or Only with the help of the faithful, Mitsui
something like that,” he explained. said, can Catholic artists help the Church
reach a new age of beauty and wonder in art.

Peter Pinedo

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/03/17/the-religion-of-the-incarnation-catholic-artists-
reflect-on-the-necessity-of-beauty/
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‘Miracles’: Rhode Island Catholic School Thrives
After Last-Ditch Purchase From Diocese

A newly launched Catholic school in Rhode
Island is on a fast track to growth after what
its leader described as a series of “miracles”
that led to its acquisition of a disused
Catholic property.

Dioceses across the U.S. regularly announce
the sale of old parish properties that are no
longer actively in use. The Diocese of Fall
River in Massachusetts, for instance,

is moving to sell a disused “seasonal
church” in Dennis Port — the Our Lady of
the Annunciation Chapel — so that the town
can raze it to make way for a public park.

The Diocese of Springfield, also in
Massachusetts, is likewise seeking
buyers for several properties in its territory.

Several years ago the diocese sold a
shuttered Catholic high school that was
then converted into apartments.

‘God and Our Lady are at the helm’

In Warwick, Rhode Island, meanwhile, the
newly launched Chesterton Academy of Our
Lady of Hope recently acquired the property
of St. Francis School and Church from the
Diocese of Providence in what the school’s
head described as several miraculous
occurrences that played out in rapid
succession.

Michael Casey, the president and executive
director of the institution, said the school —
part of the Minneapolis-based Chesterton
Schools Network — was first launched in
early 2022 with the goal of opening for
students at the start of the 2023 school year.

Casey said the school’s leaders chose
Warwick for its central location in the state.

“We first went to the diocese to look for
properties we could rent, and every property
was either in terrible shape or was not for
rent by the local pastor,” Casey said.

The school’s board of directors discovered
the St. Francis property and sought to obtain
it, but it was not for sale or lease at the time.
The school settled instead on a 3,000-
square-foot property, which Casey said was
“tight.”

“As we tried to make this rental our
temporary home, | felt it was too small and
kept waiting for a shot at St. Francis,” Casey
said, admitting that “every day, I drove by
St. Francis Church and School, waiting for
the for-sale sign to go up.”

After writing one last-ditch letter to the
diocese, Casey learned that the property had
just come up for sale and that closing bids
on the parcel were in a matter of days. After
a flurry of walkthroughs, consultations with
a lawyer and real estate agent, a last-minute
benefactor’s letter of collateral, and an
extension from the realtor — all while the
school community was praying a novena —
they delivered the proposal “with two hours
to spare.”

“I aged about 10 years from Tuesday night
to the following Monday morning,” Casey
admitted.

The school’s bid was ultimately accepted.

“There are so many miracles that happened
in those three days and over the three
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months while the decision was made,”
Casey said, “but we became owners of three
acres with a church that seats 400 people, a
school that can accommodate 160 students
and a rectory [at which] we are housing our
teachers.”

“It has been a crazy ride, but we believe God
and Our Lady are at the helm,” Casey said.

Following the school’s acquisition of the
property, volunteers and engineers both
pitched in to help prepare it for opening.
Workers “did quite a bit in a short time to
get the buildings to code to move in,” Casey
said. “We spent about $55,000 to open it and
during the first year we needed about
$20,000 in repairs that showed up as we
started using the property again.”

He admitted that those investments were
financially “draining” but that the school is
engaging in fundraising as it grows into a

four-year institution, after which “the
financials look pretty good.” The school
currently hosts about 20 students; the St.
Francis property can accommodate a total of
160.

Casey said the school is well supported as it
launches. Benefactors “are starting to get
behind the mission and vision to help the
school get to the next level,” he said, while
volunteers “have been incredible, sharing
their gifts in areas such as painting,
construction, and much sweat equity.”

Daniel Payne

Casey said the experience with the school
shows that lay Catholics looking to help the
Church need to “step up and help instead of
hoping someone else does it.”

“Catholic laypeople must become part of the
solution for the Church’s future,” he said.
“We need to support our diocese and
priests.” The diocese, Casey added, has been
“so supportive” of the school, with a
different priest visiting the school “every
day” to celebrate its daily Mass.

“Priests visit us from all over Rhode Island
and southern Massachusetts, and the
students have an opportunity to see how
each priest has a different journey in faith,”
he said. “They sometimes share lunch with
the students. Priests or deacons help us
every month for our First Friday Holy
Hours. Both bishops and a few monsignors
have celebrated Mass with us.”

Casey said the school aspires to “bring
spiritual life back to the Warwick and
greater Rhode Island community and help
families committed to raising their children
to be the next generation of saints.”

“Many Chesterton schools do not start this
way with buying at the start,” he said, “but
we believe with Our Lady of Hope guiding
us, that we will be able to fill the school and
help bring more souls to Christ.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/03/18/miracles-rhode-island-catholic-school-thrives-

after-last-ditch-purchase-from-diocese/
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Maine Continues To Discriminate Against Faith-Based Schools

More about the ongoing legal drama between the state of Maine and a Baptist school
defending its constitutional rights to freedom of religion and speech.

Effective October 18, 2021, Maine
amended its Human Rights Act (MHRA)
by “add[ing] gender identity, religion,
ancestry, and color” as protected classes
under the statute and narrowed the religious
exception to state that ‘[n]othing in this
section’...requires a religious corporation,
association or society that does not receive
public funding to comply with this section
as it relates to sexual orientation or gender
identity.” Unlike federal law, the

MHRA grants no “exemptions from the
prohibition against discrimination on the
basis of religion in education and further
requires that ‘to the extent that an
educational institution permits religious
expression, it cannot discriminate between
religions in so doing.””

About nine months later, on June 21, 2022,
the Supreme Court invalidated a different
Maine statute excluding “sectarian,” or
faith-based, schools from its “tuitioning”
program in Carson v. Makin (Carson). The
program provided tuition payments to
parents living in rural districts lacking their
own high schools so they could send their
children to the schools of their choice. The
Supreme Court invalidated the
“nonsectarian” requirement as violating the
Free Exercise Clause because it was not
neutral toward religion and it did not afford
parents the opportunity to send their children
to the schools of their choice.

On remand, the federal trial court in

Maine decided that because the parents
suffered an irreparable injury on having their
child excluded from the program, they were
entitled to a permanent injunction against its
enforcement. In light of recent
developments, this column examines a

related case before reflecting on its meaning
for religious freedom in education.

Following Carson, Bangor Christian
Schools, established in 1970, a ministry of
the Bangor Baptist Church, sued Maine’s
commissioner of education, seeking to
enjoin the MHRA’s enforcement.

In Crosspoint Church v. Makin (Makin)
officials raised four points in challenging the
revised MHRA as effectively excluding the
school from the tuitioning program in
violation of the Free Exercise,
Establishment, and Free Speech

Clauses of the U.S. Constitution.

First, officials believed the change was not
neutral because “[a]lthough the poison pill
has ramifications for many religious schools,
its timing and structure show that its purpose
was to preemptively exclude Plaintiff from
the tuitioning program in order to

moot Carson...[t]his result is intentional and
specifically targets Plaintiff’s religious
beliefs.” In other words, officials viewed
this change as designed to

circumvent Carson.

Second, officials charged that assuming the
change is neither neutral toward religion nor
generally applicable because it exempts
single-sex schools from its provisions, the
trial court should have applied strict
scrutiny analysis. Under this more stringent
standard governmental restrictions on
fundamental rights, such as religious
freedom, must be as narrowly tailored as
possible to achieve compelling
governmental interests and are usually
struck down.
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Third, Crosspoint contended that the law
“prohibit[ing] it from hiring only co-
religionists violates the Establishment and
Exercise Clauses.”

Fourth, Crosspoint challenged the MHRA
as violating its right to free speech insofar as
it is impermissibly “based on content and
viewpoint, because it is designed to force
Plaintiff to stop educating its students from
its religious perspective as a condition of
participating in the tuition program.”

In sum, Crosspoint alleged that because the
statutory modifications relating to religion,
sexual orientation, and gender identity
would have caused it irreparable harm, the
balance of equities and public interest
favored its being granted an injunction.

On February 27, 2024, a federal trial court
judge in Maine rejected Crosspoint’s

suit because he did not agree it would have
succeeded on the merits or suffered
irreparable harm. The judge began by
denying the Free Exercise Clause claims,
describing the changes as neutral, generally
applicable, and rationally related to the
legitimate government interests.

Second, the judge denied Crosspoint’s
contention that the MHRA violated its
speech rights because the law regulates
conduct, not speech.

Third, the judge decreed that the
employment provisions restricting
Crosspoint from hiring members of their
own religion did not limit any
constitutionally protected conduct.

The judge concluded by acknowledging
that Makin would probably be appealed to
the First Circuit, perhaps the Supreme Court
even as Crosspoint’s

attorneys announced they would seek

further review. One of Crosspoint’s

lawyers stated that “the gender identity and
sexual orientation provisions, and those that
would prevent the school from turning away
anyone of a different religion, seem
‘designed to keep religious schools from
participating’ in the state’s tuition
program.....prohibit[ing] the school from
teaching from its religious perspective.”

It is unclear how the judge, in his order

in Makin, concluded that Crosspoint did not
experience irreparable harm. In one tangible
example (let alone the constitutional
injuries) he ignored Crosspoint’s possible
loss of attendance because “parents and
students will still have to bear a financial
burden that other similarly situated students
are not required to bear” due to being
excluded from the program.

As to the judge’s three points, it is
astounding that he upheld the MHRA as
neutral even though it essentially singled out
faith-based schools. Second, in rejecting the
speech claim because Crosspoint “was free
to say whatever it wishes; it just cannot
exclude willing listeners for discriminatory
reasons,” he offered a meaningless
distinction without a difference.

Third, and perhaps most egregiously, the
judge disregarded clear language in

the ministerial exception of Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the most
comprehensive federal anti-discrimination
statute on employment. Under

this exception, “it shall not be an unlawful
employment practice for a school...or other
educational institution or institution of
learning to hire and employ employees of a
particular religion if such school...is, in
whole or in substantial part, owned,
supported, controlled, or managed by a
particular religion or by a particular
religious corporation, association, or society,

17
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or if the curriculum...is directed toward the
propagation of a particular religion.” This
should have been an easy win for the school.

The media’s response to Makin and its
potential impact on religious freedom in
education was, unfortunately, not surprising.
Rather than focus on Crosspoint’s efforts to
defend its constitutional rights to freedom of
religion and speech, a local news

story depicted officials as trying to “ignore
anti-discrimination law” despite unequivocal
Supreme Court precedent supporting their
position. In Trinity Lutheran Church of
Columbia v. Comer the Court explained that
excluding a faith-based institution or
individual “from a public benefit for which
it is otherwise qualified, solely because it is
a church, is odious to our Constitution all
the same, and cannot stand.” Even though
the Court buttressed this rationale in Carson,
state officials and the trial judge overlooked
these clear precedents.

People, of course, have right to live the
lifestyles of their choices freely in line with
their own beliefs and to be treated
respectfully in doing so. But why is this so
often a one-way street? What do those who
oppose the rights of faith-based schools,
institutions, and believers to live and operate

Charles J. Russo

as they wish consistent with their sincerely
held religious beliefs have to gain by
denying them of their rights to do so?

Further, as I’ve asked in prior pieces, why
would potential employees want to work in
institutions or parents send their children to
schools where they refuse to comply with
the basic religious missions and rules under
which they operate? What can possibly be
gained by being involved in institutions with
which individuals do not agree?

In light of Carson and Trinity

Lutheran’s emphasizing that people of faith
and their institutions cannot be denied
generally available benefits, it is frustrating
and alarming that public officials would
enact such a change designed to thwart a
precedent with which they disagree. While
there is a reasonable chance that
Crosspoint’s appeal in Makin will prevail
based on Supreme Court precedent, it is

troubling that so much anti-Christian
sentiment remains in education. Although
differences of opinion will always be
present, let us hope that all can respect the
First Amendment’s guarantee of the right to
the free exercise of religion in education and
beyond.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/03/15/maine-continues-to-discriminate-against-faith-

based-schools/
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10 Beautiful Books For Your Child’s Easter Basket

If you'd like to celebrate Easter with new books for your child's Easter basket,
check out these beautiful faith-building storybooks.

Easter is kind of a tricky holiday for gifts, if
you have kids. It’s not a gift-giving day on
the order of Christmas, but we want to do
something to make it really special for our
little ones.

My usual solution is to fill the Easter basket
with a few outdoor toys for the warm-
weather season — things like a jump rope,
sidewalk chalk, pail and shovel, water
blasters — plus a new religious book or two.
And of course, the requisite chocolate
bunny.

If you also like to celebrate Easter with new
books for your kids, check out these
beautiful options below.

For the child who can’t get enough of
princesses: Princesses of Heaven

Written and illustrated by Disney artist
Fabiola Garza, this breathtaking book shares
the stories of St. Joan of Arc, St. Josephine
Bakhita, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, St. Narcisa
de Jesus, St. Lucy Yi Zhenmei, and St.
Thérése of Lisieux, presenting them each as
a princess in heaven with a shining crown.
Their stories of faith, hope, and love will
inspire every girl to become a saint!

I don’t know about you, but my social media
is flooded with images of this stunningly
lovely book, and many friends tell me it’s at
the top of their lists for a daughter’s or
granddaughter’s Easter gift. Anything from
Word on Fire Votive is always a
masterpiece, so this book is sure to be your
little one’s new beloved favorite.

For the child who can’t get enough of
superheroes: God’s Superheroes

These books tell the stories of “real-life
superheroes” who started out as ordinary
people, then used the talents God gave them
and sacrificed to change the world for the
better. Each book highlights three dozen
amazing Catholic men and women.

Kids can learn how these amazing Catholic
men and women want to stand by their side
throughout their adventures and help with
any obstacles in their path. Young readers
will be inspired to become one of God’s
superheroes, too!

For the young child who is just learning
the Easter story: Riding on a Donkey

Riding on a Donkey shares with children the
truth of Christ’s Passion, Death and
Resurrection. Beautiful pictures on every
page engage children in the story of Our
Lord’s love for them.

For the kid who’s always getting into
mischief: Peter and Jesus by a Charcoal
Fire

This book reveals to kids the relationship
between Jesus and Peter — from Jesus’
calling of Peter, to their close friendship
throughout Jesus’ ministry, to Peter’s denial
and later profession of faith in Jesus. As the
Scripture story unfolds, readers will discover
the great love that Our Lord has, not just for
Peter but for each of us.
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This kid’s-eye view of the Gospel message
is especially important for kiddos who get
into trouble a lot: What a gift to know that
Jesus is always ready to forgive anything
they’ll ever do!

For the curious art lover: Simon of
Cyrene and the Legend of the Easter Egg

Has your kid ever asked why we dye eggs
on Easter? This sweet story offers one
possible (though historically implausible)
explanation for this artsy tradition.

Legend has it that Simon of Cyrene, the man
who helped Jesus carry his cross up to
Calvary, was an egg merchant. Passing by
on his way to market, Simon is stopped by
Roman soldiers and ordered to help Jesus
carry his cross to Calvary. Three days later,
Simon rejoices when he sees that not only

has Jesus risen from the dead, but his eggs
have been transformed into a colorful new
gift from Jesus — the first Easter eggs!

For the child who’s learning to be
brave: St. Paul’s Nephew to the Rescue

Being a kid can be really scary, even in a
loving and safe environment. They are small
in a big world, and there are so many
unfamiliar situations and people around
them. It’s no wonder so many children get
anxious from time to time.

If your child is working on being brave,
check out this exciting illustrated story,
based on true events from St. Paul’s life as
recounted in the Acts of the Apostles. The
young protagonist finds himself suddenly
called to show heroism in the face of danger
and witness to his Christian faith at a time
when it’s hard and scary to do so.

For a classic Easter story: The Legend of
the Easter Egg

This book gently introduces young readers
to the true meaning of Easter. With positive
messages of sibling love, prayer, hope, and
Christ’s resurrection, this story is one that
children will pick to read again and again.

For the child who loves tools and
building: Joseph’s Workshop

Journey with Joseph in this book as he
spends the day in his carpentry shop,
creating a surprise for the Child Jesus with
his many impressive tools! Children will get
an inside look at St. Joseph’s skills and
virtues as he carefully uses tools and does
carpentry work, helping them learn how to
imitate his patience, strength, and love.
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For the child who loves a good whodunnit
mystery story: Sisters of the Last Straw

Meet the Sisters of the Last Straw, a
community of sisters working hard to
overcome their bad habits. Join these
lovable misfit nuns as they learn to love God
and forgive one another in this complete set
of eight books!

Theresa Civantos Barber

For any child to enjoy a story that reveals
the Easter message: The Tale of Three
Trees

My kids asked me to include this book,
saying, “All the kids will like it!” It’s our
family’s favorite Easter book. This sweet
story helps children understand Jesus’
mission on earth and see how the Gospel
brings an amazing upside-down victory to
every believing heart.
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Vatican Observatory Priests Advance Theory of Relativity

Fr. Gabriele Gionti, S.J., and Fr. Matteo Galaverni have developed a
mathematical tool to analyze physics in the Big Bang.

In 1931, a Catholic priest by the name of Fr.
Georges Lemaitre put forward the Big Bang
theory, a theory of the universe’s origins that
guides scientists and is generally accepted to
this day. Now, a pair of Catholic priests
from the Vatican Observatory

are expanding our understanding of the
Big Bang by developing a mathematical
method that could help explain exactly
what occurred at the very beginning of
the cosmos.

Fr. Gabriele Gionti, S.J., and Fr. Matteo
Galaverni published their preliminary
findings on a promising mathematical tool in
the prestigious journal Physical Review D in
2022. According to a press release from the
Vatican Observatory, the pair have refined
their work for a second paper on the topic to
be published in the European Physical
Journal C.

Titled “On the canonical equivalence
between Jordan and Einstein frames,” the
paper is concerned with the behavior of
gravity on a cosmic scale. The concept of
gravity has existed since at least the time of
Aristotle, who theorized that the reason
objects fall to the ground when dropped is
that they possess “gravity” or “heaviness”
that draws them to the center of the
universe, which Aristotle considered to be
the Earth.

This theory was expanded by Isaac Newton,
who thought that an object’s fall is driven by
a “gravitational” force present between all
mass-having objects — for example, an
apple and the Earth. Newton’s work was
similarly expanded upon by Einstein, whose

theory of relativity suggests that the motion
of an object’s fall is due to a warping of
space and time produced by the Earth’s
mass. This is currently the most accepted
theory in the scientific community, which
is said to “explain observed phenomena
that Newton’s theory cannot.”

Still, there are many questions about how
the laws of physics played out during the
Big Bang, as well as the physics of gravity
at the smallest scales. This is where Frs.
Gionti and Galaverni enter the conversation.
In their paper, they show that solutions to a
physical problem from an alternative theory
of gravity can be transformed, or “mapped,”
through a mathematical “trick” that observes
the problem through two different
mathematical “frames.”

The mathematical frames — from which the
term “frame of reference” originates — in
question are known as the “Jordan” and
“Einstein” frames. The usage of these
frames is very technical, but the priests
attempted to explain it in layman’s terms in
the paper:

“The check of whether or not the physical
observables calculated separately in the
Einstein and Jordan frame, reproduce the
same result in both frames, should throw
light on the physical equivalence of Jordan
and Einstein frames.”

Furthermore, the priests found similarities
between alternate theories of gravity and a
peculiar behavior of gravity called “anti-
Newtonian” or “anti-gravity.” The two said
that they found their mathematical
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analysis of gravity to be compelling. They
called the pursuit of the understanding of the
physical laws of the dawn of the universe
“fascinating,” noting that their work fills
their hearts and minds “with a lot of joy.”

“It is a way to contribute — together with all
the scientific community — to answer some

J-P Mauro

fundamental questions: Who are we? Where
did we come from? What is our origin?” The
priests commented in a press release.
“Furthermore, for a person of faith, it is a
wonderful possibility to interpret his
research as a discovery of new traces or
signs of the beauty and of the elegance of
God in creating the universe — despite our
extremely limited knowledge!”

https://aleteia.org/2024/03/17/vatican-observatory-priests-advance-theory-of-

relativity/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-

&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240317
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A Matter Of Silence: Honoring the 2" Commandment In Daily Life

By approaching life with a sense of respectful silence, rather than presumptuous
pronouncements, we open ourselves to a deeper experience of the divine.

The second commandment, “You shall not
take the name of the Lord your God in vain”
(Exodus 20:7), calls us to a deeper level of
respect for God. As explored in Ignasi
Moreta’s book (Thou Shalt Not Take the
Lord’s Name in Vain), this Commandment
goes beyond simply avoiding profanity. It
challenges us to live with a deep awareness
of the mystery of God and the limits of
our human understanding.

Catholics (like members of most
monotheistic religions) believe that God is
infinitely beyond our comprehension. He
reveals himself to us gradually, primarily
through Scripture and Tradition. However,
there is a temptation to act as if we have
complete knowledge of God’s will. Perhaps
we readily invoke his name to justify our
actions, pronouncements, or even political
agendas. This, according to Moreta, borders
on blasphemy.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the noted theologian,
famously said that “one act of obedience is
better than a hundred sermons.” This
principle beautifully complements the
second commandment. Taking God’s name
seriously means recognizing the gap
between our limited understanding and
God’s ultimate plan. Rather than acting “in
his name,” often to further our own agendas,
true respect lies in faithful obedience to

what we already know of him through
Scripture and the teachings of the Church.

Approaching all of life this way

This obedience doesn’t require a complete
understanding of God’s will in every
situation. Instead, it involves living out
core Christian values such as love,
compassion, and service. When we
encounter a moral dilemma, the call isn’t to
immediately invoke God’s name for
justification, but to prayerfully seek
guidance based on revealed truths.

Discernment, a cornerstone of Catholic
practice, becomes crucial here. It allows us
to navigate the complexities of life while
honoring the mystery of God and avoiding
the presumption of knowing His will
perfectly.

Living the second commandment isn’t
always easy. It requires a healthy dose of
humility, a willingness to admit our
limitations, and a trust in God’s unfolding
plan. But by approaching life with a sense
of respectful silence, rather than
presumptuous pronouncements made “in his
name,” we open ourselves to a deeper
experience of the divine.



https://twitter.com/IgnasiMoreta?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/IgnasiMoreta?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.fragmenta.cat/producte/no-prendras-el-nom-de-deu-en-va/
https://www.fragmenta.cat/producte/no-prendras-el-nom-de-deu-en-va/
https://www.fragmenta.cat/producte/no-prendras-el-nom-de-deu-en-va/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dietrich_Bonhoeffer
https://aleteia.org/2018/02/21/what-is-discernment/

We become more receptive to God’s quiet bring us closer to living a life in harmony
promptings in our hearts, which ultimately with his will.

Daniel Esparza
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Fueled By Vision And Faith

The Church in Iraq Empowers Youth For Leadership

Editors’ note: To underline the 75th anniversary of the founding of Pontifical Mission, each
edition of the magazine in this year of multiple anniversaries will feature at least one article on
this special endeavor of the Holy See in the Middle East.

In the March edition, we feature the efforts of the Chaldean Church in the Kurdistan region of Iraq
to rebuild the Christian community and its institutions, and to empower young adults to become
leaders in the renewal of their country.

Yousif Gawhar is quick to share about his
relationship with Jesus. At 25, like many
committed young adult Christians
worldwide, he has pondered and
questioned who Jesus is. Unlike most of
them, his faith took shape in terror’s
wake.

Born in Baghdad, he fled the Iraqi capital
with his family to Erbil, in the northern
Kurdistan region, after his father’s hotel
was confiscated in 2005 and their lives
were threatened. Mr. Gawhar inherited
the faith from his parents but, during
years of violent persecution and the time
that followed, he grew to make it his own.

Today, he lives in Ankawa, a largely
Christian town five miles north of Erbil.
Proficient in three languages — Arabic,
English and Syriac — he is a senior
human resources officer for an
international nongovernmental
organization.

Mr. Gawhar is a member of the Chaldean
Church, an Eastern Catholic church of the
East Syriac rite that is indigenous to Iraq,
Turkey, Syria and Iran and attributes its
founding to the Apostle Thomas. He is a
parishioner of the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Ankawa, where he volunteers as a
catechist and participates in the St. Joseph

Apostolic Work Fellowship, a group for
young adults, some with faith journeys
similar to his.

Prior to the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in
2003, nearly 1.5 million Christians lived
in the country, according to the U.S.
Department of State’s 2022 International
Religious Freedom Report on Iraq, and
Chaldean Catholics were the most
numerous.

However, hundreds of thousands of Iraqi
Christians fled the religious persecution
that erupted during the Irag War (2003-
2011). Militant groups targeted Christian
communities well into 2014, bombing 77
churches and religious buildings and
Killing at least 1,200 Christians, including
Chaldean Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho
of Mosul and several priests.

The bloodshed and terror worsened in
June 2014 with the rise of ISIS, which
pillaged Christian towns on the Nineveh
Plain, destroyed churches, kidnapped
women and killed innocent civilians. A
third of Mosul — Iraq’s second-largest
city, which had a significant Chaldean
population — was razed, and 13,220
Christian families from villages captured
by ISIS were displaced. These families
took what little they could carry and




drove or hiked to the border with
Kurdistan. There, they were ordered by
government security to leave their
vehicles and walk the remaining 12 miles
to Erbil.

Mr. Gawhar recalls how the young people
of Ankawa drove to the checkpoints to
collect displaced persons and take them
back to Ankawa, where they were
sheltered in churches.

The brutal violence of ISIS against
Christians, as well as Yazidis, has been
recognized by members of the global
community as genocide. Today, the total
number of Christians in Iraq is less than 1
percent of the country’s population
estimated at 42 million. Chaldean
Catholics remain the largest Christian

community, with an estimated 250,000
faithful, according to the Iragi Christian
Foundation. However, most Chaldean
Catholics currently live in the diaspora,
with the majority in the United States. Of
the Christians who remain in Irag, most
live in Kurdistan.

In March 2021, Pope Francis did what
was unimaginable just a few years earlier
and made the first-ever papal visit to the
country. Standing amid the rubble in
Church Square in Mosul, he preached
“harmonious coexistence” and prayed for
the victims of war. The day prior, he
visited with Grand Ayatollah Ali al
Sistani, a senior religious leader for Shiite
Muslims, who made an uncommon public
appearance for the occasion.

The pope’s visit allowed Iraq’s Christian
community to display publicly the embers
of hope and faith they had been fanning

through more than a decade of intense
fighting and persecution.

“It was a message of peace,” says Mr.
Gawhar. “It was a message for Christians
especially, that they’re not alone.”

The papal visit “gave hope” and had “a
big impact, not just on Christian
communities, but the whole community,
the whole of Iraq,” he adds. “It brought
every religion together.”

Mr. Gawhar is among several young
Iraqis in the Archeparchy of Erbil who
have held on to this spirit of hope, but
who also express a measured concern for
the future of the country and for the
Chaldean community as a church on the
periphery. The current culture tends to
emphasize problems over solutions, he
says, and he is only “10 percent hopeful
about the future.”

Still, he says, he is part of “Team Stay.”

“My faith gives me hope for a better
Iraq,” he adds. “I cannot imagine leaving
Iraq. I will stay here until I’'m kicked
out.”

Chaldean Archbishop Bashar Matti
Warda, C.Ss.R., of Erbil is working to
change the culture slowly with a
solutions-based approach. Since his
enthronement in 2010, he has established
several church-run institutions in his
archeparchy, including a hospital, four
elementary and high schools, the Catholic
University in Erbil, and a few media
projects, including a radio station.
Together, these institutions employ more
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than 750 people, mostly young adults,
aged 23-45, married and single.
Archbishop Warda attributes the zeal of
the young people employed in this work
to providence.

“God wants us to stay [in Iraq] and he is
directing the whole work, opening doors
for us whenever we think it is almost
done,” he says.

Young adults play an important role in
the archbishop’s vision for regional peace
and stability through education and
economic opportunity. The aim is “not
just to enhance, but to empower the
young people to take their role as leaders
and contributors,” he says.

He pointed to the Ankawa Youth
Meeting, held each year since 2013, as an
important youth ministry effort for
Chaldeans in Iraq. Participants leave
strengthened by a community of faith and
renewed in their spiritual lives by
dynamic speakers, time in prayer and
fellowship. In 2023, the weekend event
drew more than 1,700 Chaldean young
people from 60 parishes in seven
eparchies.

“Maintaining this gathering for young
people brings life to the church,” he says.

As part of the ongoing youth ministry and
formation efforts, every parish in the
archeparchy also offers regular
catechetical instruction to 1,200 children
and teens, aged 5-18.

Vina Yousif, 26, has been serving as vice
principal for two years at Mar Qardakh

International School in Ankawa, founded
by the archeparchy in 2010. Almost 600
Christian children receive English-
language instruction in the school’s
International Baccalaureate program.

She studied catechesis and evangelization
at Babel College. Founded in Baghdad in
1991, the college was moved to Erbil for
security reasons in 2007. It is affiliated
with the Pontifical Urban University in
Rome and offers theological formation for
both laity and Chaldean Catholic
seminarians.

Ms. Yousif leads the St. Joseph Apostolic
Work Fellowship. Its members pray
together, organize social gatherings, and
assist with other needs at the cathedral. At
a moment’s notice, these young adults
“will drop everything” to volunteer for a
shift of 12 hours or more, she says.

“I am so impressed with the young people
who are eager to serve the church and
serve the community without anything in
return,” she says.

Dr. Daniella Hanna, 26, is a junior
resident physician at Maryamana
Hospital, located across the street from
the cathedral in Ankawa. Founded by the
archeparchy in 2020 to serve people of all
creeds — the hospital chapel and mosque
were built side by side — the medical
facility offers specialized care, including
family medicine, a birthing center and
surgery.

Dr. Hanna says her faith had grown
lukewarm in years past, but a personal




crisis led her to recommit her life to
Christ.

“He’s my very best friend. He listens to
the whispers of my heart. He’s the leader
of my life. He’s my shield. He’s my
healer,” she says.

“When I had the chance to know Jesus,
my outlook on everything changed. My
perspective on life changed, and this has
impacted my attitude and my behavior as
a doctor and toward my patients,” she
says.

Her “Christian role,” when faced with the
suffering of her patients and their
concerned family members, is “to give
them hope, to do my best for them,” she
says.

“I always believe that we are light and
salt,” she says. “Each time I go to a
different hospital and different staff, they
immediately know that I’'m a Christian.
They start to tell me about their pain,
their bad experiences. They trust me.”

She says the little hope she has for the
future of Iraq is in its people and their
ability “to give love, to spread love,
honesty and kindness among citizens.
That’s how we can build a better country
and progress forward.”

Raaed Asaad travels 60 miles from
Kirkuk, his hometown, to Erbil each way
to study international relations at the
Catholic University in Erbil (C.U.E.).
Founded by the archeparchy in 2015, the
university grants four-year degrees and
welcomes students of all religious

traditions, including Christian, Muslim
and Yazidi.

Raised in a culture that places a premium
on job attainment, Mr. Asaad says he
found at C.U.E. the approach to learning
he was seeking — one that privileges and
develops freedom of thought and
emphasizes the importance of coexistence
in a society as diverse as Iraqg.

“Our path of learning makes our dreams
and shapes our personality,” he says.

He adds that his Christian faith and the
Chaldean Church are important to his
identity. To be a Christian in Iraq is to be
a person of peace, to promote peace and
tolerance, and to contribute to society, he
explains.

“My aspiration for the Christian
community here in Iraq is to have a deep
sense of belonging,” he says. “This place,
this cradle of civilization faced a lot of
atrocities, wars and all of these
difficulties, but | hope to keep the belief
that this is our place, this is our land.”

Despite the robust church-run institutions
intended to sow hope and encourage
Christians to remain in Irag, the fears of
Chaldean youth are not lost on
Archbishop Warda.

“To be honest, there is always fear about
the future,” he says. “Our young people
— despite all these anxieties, worries
about the future — are full of hope. They
love life. They try to make the best of it.”
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“They give time to prayer and other
church activities and take care of building
their capacities to get a good job. They
try to better themselves.”

Archbishop Warda adds that his vision for
his church includes more than providing
good jobs and security for Iraq’s

Alex McKenna

Christian youth. It is in building up young
people that the Chaldean Church will
endure in Irag, he says, and with it the
hope that only Christ can bring.

“If we left, who would bring Christ to
Iraq? Who would be the light of Christ to
the people here, if not us?”

https://cnewa.org/magazine/fueled-by-vision-and-faith/
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Hope For A Peaceful Future
Caring For Youth in Ethiopia’s Ongoing Regional Conflicts

Blasts jarred Soliyana Samuel awake. It
was a Wednesday morning, 2 August, in
Gondar, a city known for its historic
castles and fortresses in Ethiopia’s
northern Amhara region. Ms. Samuel’s
mother ran to the neighbors to find out
the source of the noise.

To their dismay, a fierce exchange of
gunfire had erupted less than a mile away,
on Goha Hill, in plain view from their
home. In the moments that followed, the
truth settled heavily on their hearts — the
armed conflict that had begun in the
Amhara region four months prior had
intensified.

Two days later, amid the escalating
conflict, Ethiopia’s central government
declared a six-month regional state of
emergency. The heavy fighting blocked
roads, severely impeding the delivery of
goods and making travel dangerous for
civilians.

Ms. Samuel, a third-year student at
Injibara University, was home on a
semester break at the time. Her school,
located about 175 miles south of Gondar,
was among 10 universities in the region
to announce the immediate and indefinite
suspension of classes. In total, about
2,000 schools were closed, impacting 2.5
million children and young people. About
42 school buildings were significantly
damaged in the fighting.

Several regions in Ethiopia have
experienced periods of fierce violence
and civil unrest in recent years. The
Tigray conflict (2020-2022) in the

country’s northernmost region between
the federal government and the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front killed about
600,000 people and displaced about 2.5
million. A peace agreement was signed in
November 2022, and more than 1 million
people have returned to Tigray.
“However, the implementation of the
peace process is so slow,” says Argaw
Fantu, director of CNEWA’s regional
office in Ethiopia. “Families of young
people who lost their lives in the
miscalculated war have not been properly
consoled and supported. Young people
seem hopeless. Lawlessness in some parts
of the region is the biggest fear of people,
as silent attacks and robberies are
happening in many places.”

The two-year conflict damaged
farmlands, drought increased food
insecurity, and children have dropped out
of school due to lack of food, he says.
Catholic churches are seeking to start
their meal programs for children, usually
slated for the summer, in an effort to save
lives, he adds.

The Amhara region, which borders Tigray
to the south, had allied with the federal
forces during the Tigray conflict.
However, the federal government’s
decision in April 2023 to integrate all
regional special forces into the national
defense force triggered widespread
violent protests. Inhabitants in Amhara
interpreted the decision as an attempt to
diminish regional autonomy and feared it
would make them more vulnerable to
attacks from other regional groups.



https://cnewa.org/where-we-work/northeast-africa/ethiopia/

Regional security forces in Amhara
refused to disband and took up arms, as
did the Fano, a militia that claims to
represent the Amhara people, Ethiopia’s
second-largest ethnic community. Reports
issued by the United Nations indicate this
conflict has killed more than 230 people.

By mid-January, relative peace had been
restored to the Amhara region, and the
universities announced classes would
resume in February. Ms. Samuel was
looking forward to returning to her
studies in food science and post-harvest
technology. However, many of her peers
had given up hope that school would
restart and dropped out.

During the suspension of classes, Ms.
Samuel got involved with the local
university chaplaincy program, run by the
Cistercian monks. The chaplaincy
operates in a church located on the
grounds of Debre Selam Mariam Catholic
School.

“We provide them with spiritual guidance
and teachings every Sunday, especially on
how to cope with the conflict using the
sacred words of God,” says Father Tamiru
Adugna, O.Cist., who has served in
Gondar since 2017.

The chaplaincy also supports university
students by covering transportation costs
to and from Sunday liturgy, offering
breakfast along with their programming,
and providing assistance for new clothes
or other items on special occasions, such
as graduation.

In the previous academic year, the
chaplaincy accompanied 34 students from
the nearby University of Gondar and
Debark University. Although the

chaplaincy program could not restart last
October as usual, due to the suspension of
classes, the monks have kept in regular
contact with those students who are
waiting at home, in various parts of the
country, for classes to resume.

“We are greeting each other, and we are
encouraging them,” he says.

In addition to serving with the university
chaplaincy, Father Adugna is the
chairman of the board of Debre Selam
Mariam Catholic School. The private
school was founded by Comboni
Missionaries in 1961 and transferred to
the Cistercians in 1980. Currently, it has
160 staff members and 3,300 students,
from kindergarten to grade 12.

“Despite the challenges, we consistently
excel in national examinations,” he says.
“In the school, we focus on moral
education, adapting to recent changes in
the government program. Our unique
environment fosters inclusivity,
welcoming students of all backgrounds.”

With the regional crisis, the school faced
delays in acquiring educational materials
and families have had difficulty paying
tuition on time.

“Adapting to the situation, we collaborate
with families to address challenges,
emphasizing the need for peace to ensure
a conducive learning environment.
Despite these difficulties, we maintain
hope for a peaceful future and normalcy
in our educational services,” he says.

“As monks and as priests, we are praying
for peace in the region for everybody.”




In Bahir Dar, the capital of the Amhara
region, about 105 miles south of Gondar,
Bishop Lesanuchristos Matheos Semahun
of Bahir Dar-Dessie speaks of the
struggles faced by communities caught in
the crossfire: a lack of access to water,
food, electricity and means of
communication.

The road blockades severely hampered
the church’s pastoral activities. The
Ethiopian Catholic Eparchy of Bahir Dar-
Dessie was established in 2015. Its vast
territory, with an estimated population of
about 23 million, extends beyond the
Ambhara region and includes the Afar
region to the east and the Benishangul-
Gumuz region to the west, where armed
conflict surfaced in 2019.

“We are passing from one war to another
war, from conflict to conflict. Especially
in this area, it is a continuous problem,”
he says. “All of this conflict and war is
between brothers and sisters. No one
came from the outside.”

Although Catholics are a minority in the
region, the bishop underlines, the eparchy
operates more than 20 schools, including
a school for children who are blind, and
44 medical centers.

“Our presence has two dimensions,” he
says. “One is a witness, and another is
service.”

Due to security concerns, the bishop
ordained two priests outside the eparchy
in the Roman Catholic Apostolic
Vicariate of Jimma-Bonga in
southwestern Ethiopia.

Young women have suffered the greatest
adverse effects of the conflict, he says.
Confined to their homes in dire situations,
many were forced into early marriages
and, as a result, dropped out of school.

The conflict has had traumatic effects on
children, especially orphans, he adds. He
expressed concern about the mental
illness the conflict was precipitating in
children, including depression and mental
breakdown.

The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent
de Paul work with children experiencing
the trauma brought on by conflict at
Blessed Gebremichael Catholic School in
Bahir Dar. About 1,200 students, from
kindergarten to high school, are enrolled
at the day school, which includes a
nursery and a day care.

Sister Weinitu Woldesenbet, D.C., the
school administrator, recalls the day two
bombs fell on Bahir Dar, one perilously
close to the school. Students and parents
became frantic.

“When something [unsettling] has
happened around us, they shout, they cry,
they look for the older ones, and they run
here and there. “What is happening,
Sister? What is going on?’ These kinds of
questions are very challenging for us,”
she says. “We are afraid for their
psychological health, and we are afraid
for their future.”

The school was temporarily closed, and
students hesitated to return. However, a
directive from the municipal government
mandated the school to reopen, promising
them added security.




Nigist Aslake, the secretary, underlines
the school’s commitment to equal access
to education, with tuition ranging from
100 birr to 600 birr ($2 to $11). Students
are provided meals daily and those in
need receive financial support in the form
of sponsorships and tuition assistance.

Many of the students are orphans, whose

parents either died of AIDS or were killed
in an armed conflict. Other children come
from low-income or single-parent homes.

Sister Weinitu says the school is well

loved by the local community, but the
staff is unable to accept more students
due to lack of space.

The sisters also offer a sewing workshop
at the school for adults. Upon completion
of the program, the school provides the
graduates with sewing machines to foster
self-sufficiency, empower them to start
their own businesses and contribute to the
local economy. In their 35 years of
service in Bahir Dar, the sisters also
funded the construction of more than 200
homes for the poorest families in the
community.

Poverty in the Amhara region — already
higher than the national average prior to
2020 — has been exacerbated by civil
unrest, but also by soaring inflation and
unemployment rates.

“Students want to stop their study because
of the economic crisis,” says Father
Hikma A. Abdulmejid

Adugna, adding that inflation has also
made it difficult to pay teacher salaries at
Debre Selam Mariam Catholic School.

Inflation has impeded the pastoral and
humanitarian work of the Eparchy of
Bahir Dar-Dessie as well, as some basic
expenses have tripled in cost, says Bishop
Matheos. Furthermore, while the church
continues to walk with those who suffer,
donations from abroad, on which Ethiopia
is heavily dependent, have been more
difficult to come by as other conflicts
around the world, such as the wars in
Gaza and Ukraine, have captured a great
deal of attention.

“All we have is our good will, our good
heart, our compassion, our humanity. We
are people who live with them, and we
share what we have with them,” he says
about the church’s work with the poor.
“But we are really 100 percent sure the
providence of God will come.”

Addressing the armed conflicts within the
territory of his eparchy again, the bishop
reiterates his observation that there is “no
enemy who came from abroad. It is all
brothers and sisters, we among ourselves,
who are fighting.”

“Hopefully, with the help of the prayer of
many people, mainly ourselves, it will
stop, and we will live the way we lived
before — peacefully.”

https://cnewa.org/magazine/hope-for-a-peaceful-future/
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World’s Smartest Students Believe Some Topics Too
Dangerous To Discuss, Dean Says

‘The telling of truth isn t prioritized anymore’

Students today are subject to a kind of
ideological bullying and intellectual
restriction that would have been
unimaginable 30 years ago.

So says Robin Koerner, academic dean of
the John Locke Institute, an independent
educational institution with a focus on the
humanities and helping students develop
critical thinking skills along with a sense of
intellectual humility.

In a telephone interview with The College
Fix, Koerner (pictured) described how, in
his role as the institute’s academic dean, he
interviews roughly 400 to 700 high school
students from around the globe each year for
its summer programs, held mostly in
England and the U.S.

Generally, he said, the students are between
13 and 19, self-selected for intelligence and
intellectual curiosity, and hoping to
ultimately attend Oxbridge or the lvies.

“A fundamental takeaway that I have from
doing this,” he said, “is the telling of truth
isn’t prioritized anymore.”

Having conducted nearly 2,000 interviews
since taking on his deanship in 2019,
Koerner said he has learned many students
feel “there are certain things that are very
dangerous to talk about.”

In the English-speaking West, noted
Koerner, something is happening analogous
to the kind of overt government control of
information he sometimes hears about from

Chinese students speaking to him over a
VPN, but on a more cultural level.

The meaning of words are changed. Some
ideas are promoted while access to others is
restricted. People are forced to “pay a price”
experientially and emotionally for “getting
out of the right lane,” he said.

Consequently, Koerner said, many now
either refrain from discussing certain topics
at all or consciously espouse opinions they
do not hold.

As part of the interview process for the John
Locke Institute’s summer programs,
Koerner said he regularly asks students
questions targeting their beliefs and
opinions, exploring why they believe what
they believe and pressing them on the
opinions they hold but feel too scared to
share in their regular classrooms.

“The one that comes up the most ... the
topic on which they cannot share their
honest views with their peers while at
school, is gender ideology,” Koerner said.

In some of his interviews, said Koerner, he
asks students directly about telling the truth.

“I get them to think about the consequences,
direct or indirect, of not telling the truth,” he
said, whether by omission or going along
with something they do not believe, such as
elements of gender ideology that hold sex is
self-determined or one should respect




another person’s pronoun choices when they
believe them to be inaccurate.

“A lot of students are honest about their
dishonesty, which is interesting,” Koerner
noted.

“A lot of students,” he said, “will say, ‘You
know, yeah...I don’t think this is right. It
doesn’t reflect my belief. But, in the right
situation, I’'m going to go along with it
anyway, because...it’s just not worth the
consequences [of challenging it].””

In an essay published by the Brownstone
Institute, Koerner wrote of how sometimes
in these interviews a “minute or two’s back-
and-forward would then proceed on the
possibility of a causal link between exposing
children to the idea that males can be
women and females can be men (on the one
hand) and medical interventions with
lifelong detrimental consequences after
minimal clinical psychological assessment
(on the other).”

Some of the students he interviews will
acknowledge these kinds of larger costs but
will say they will continue to go along with
what they view as the more acceptable
stance anyway, saying, “‘I want a job. I
want to have a life. I want to have friends.
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The role of social media in the lives of
students and in the larger culture is one
likely reason for this unfortunate educational
landscape, he told The Fix.

“Social media, as some students will tell
me,” said Koerner, “is where their lives are

Daniel Nuccio

lived. So, [they] say ‘the wrong thing’...then
they will often get piled on.”

“They’re worried about getting piled on in a
space where there’s very little they can do
about it, right, and in a space where things
that are said can be used against them in the
future,” Koerner added.

Moreover, Koerner noted, many schools
have exacerbated these problems for young
people. Students give examples of what their
school does to make it very clear that
“certain things are important and acceptable
and certain views are unacceptable,” he said.

“Certain things come with the approval
stamp and some don’t,” Koerner said.

“They’re not stupid,” he said. “Why fight
back? They’ve got their exams to do. ...
There’s a lot of work to do. Things are more
competitive than ever.”

“It’s going to be very competitive getting
into those Ivy League schools, very
competitive getting into Oxbridge. ... They
know what they’re going to do. They’re
going to get on with it. And, you know, who
could blame them. Right?”

The views expressed by Robin Koerner in
his interview with The College Fix are
solely his own and do not represent those
of the John Locke Institute.

https://www.thecollegefix.com/worlds-smartest-students-believe-some-topics-too-dangerous-to-

discuss-dean-says/
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New Indiana Higher Ed Law Mandates Intellectual Diversity,
Enacts Post-Tenure Review

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb on Wednesday
signed a sweeping higher education reform
bill that cracks down on mandatory
diversity, equity and inclusion ideologies,
requires intellectual diversity, and puts in
place post-tenure review.

The legislation was strongly opposed by
faculty groups and left-leaning academic
associations, accusing it of being too
vaguely written and suggesting progressive
professors will be fired under the new law.
“Faculty and students overwhelmingly
contended Senate Enrolled Act 202 would
micromanage their institutions and have a
‘chilling effect’ on free expression,”

the Herald-Times reported.

But in a written statement provided to
Indiana media outlets, Holcomb downplayed
such claims the day he signed the bill into
law.

“The bill requires free inquiry and civil
discourse programming for new students,
strongly encourages academic freedom and
protects faculty to express differing
viewpoints from their colleagues and
university leadership,” he stated. “...I have
faith in our public universities to faithfully
implement this law to foster the successful
growth and intellectual vibrancy of
academia while protecting the rights of all
individuals.”

Jennifer Kabbany

The new law bans mandatory diversity
statements in hiring, admissions, and
promotion decisions.

It also limits the granting of tenure or
promotion to a scholar who has not allowed
free expression and intellectual diversity —
and it allows for a review every five years to
ensure a tenured professor is fostering such
freedoms. Universities must also create a
procedure that allows students and
employees to submit complaints for faculty
who do not allow intellectual diversity.

What’s more, the law requires that campus
diversity programming include “intellectual
diversity” and administrators enforce
disciplinary consequences for those who
“materially and substantially disrupt”
events, its summary states.

“Indiana just sent a strong signal that our
state is committed to academic freedom, free
expression and intellectual diversity for all
students and faculty,” stated Republican
state State Sen. Spencer Deery, who co-
authored Senate Bill 202, in a news release.
“Universities that fail to foster intellectually
diverse communities that challenge both
teachers and learners fail to reach their
potential. This measured bill makes it
significantly less likely that any university
will shortchange our students in that way,”
he said.

https://www.thecollegefix.com/new-indiana-higher-ed-law-mandates-intellectual-diversity-

enacts-post-tenure-review/
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Bad Therapy Addresses The Question: “Why Are Our Kids So Messed Up?”

Abigail Shrier’s new book takes on a behemoth of under-appreciated size and reach,
a new Leviathan—the Mental Health machine.

Abigail Shrier does not care about
conventional wisdom, nor what the
gatekeepers of polite opinion think of her.
Shrier is an independent journalist, and a
regular contributor at the Wall Street
Journal. She holds an A.B. from Columbia
College, a B. Phil from Oxford University,
and a J.D. from Yale Law School. Her first
book, titled Irreversible Damage: The
Transgender Craze Seducing Our
Daughters (Regnery, 2020) was named
“Best Book™ by The Economist and

the Times of London.

Shrier, in that first book, had the temerity to
point out that the rapid increase in young
girls identifying as boys and going on
testosterone injections and seeking surgeries
was not normal. There were multiple
campaigns to suppress, cancel, deplatform,
and remove her book from shelves of
bookstores and retailers. In late 2020,
Shrier’s book was targeted on Twitter by an
activist who complained to Target that the
book was “transphobic.” Target acted
quickly, pulling it and another book
challenging the new gender-affirming
consensus. After a public uproar, however,
Target reinstated it a few days later. But,
quietly, the book was again removed for
violating “guidelines.” It was an
embarrassing episode, but disquieting for the
“market place of ideas” for sure.

Shrier had clearly touched a nerve, daring to
notice that many of the harms visited upon
hurting girls and young women in the name
of “gender affirming” care caused
irreversible damage and this “care” was
done with the express encouragement by a

mental health establishment captured by
ideological forces, and counterfeit expertise.

The growing youth mental health crisis

In Bad Therapy: Why the Kids Aren’t
Growing Up, Shrier now turns her attention
to the mental health establishment itself,
asking the simple but obvious question: why
are our kids so messed up? This book will
likewise make very few friends for Shrier, as
she is taking on a behemoth of under-
appreciated size and reach, a new
Leviathan—the Mental Health machine. But
that is to her credit. What she lays out in her
new book is important for everyone in the
fields of medicine and education. But, most
importantly, those of us with skin in the
game: parents.

Teaching for the past 25 years has given me
a front-row seat to what can only be called a
mental health catastrophe. Our kids are not
all right and Shrier has given us not only the
playbook on how it all went down, but
perhaps a way out as well. This book
immediately struck me as true, with many
pages containing ideas, concepts, and
illustrations that left me with the sense that |
had seen almost all of these things up close.
| teach at a high-stakes, high-pressure prep
school, and for half of that time, | was a
dean. If there was a problem (and there was
always a problem), | was a hub through
which students, teachers, and parents all
passed through. It became clear to me that
parenting had changed. As a Gen Xer, my
parents would never have run interference
for me if things went sideways at school. If
they got the call from the school, there was
no question: | was in the wrong. It was my
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fault even if it wasn’t my fault. The
authority of the teacher was sacrosanct. So
too for any adult. But in my roles at school,
accommodations were the coin of the realm,
and there was no more valuable gold coin
than a note from a doctor.

The book is divided into three parts, under
the headings of “Healers Can Harm,”
“Therapy Goes Airborne” and “Maybe
There’s Nothing Wrong with Our Kids”.
The first section covers the crucial idea of
iatrogenic harm, the second demonstrates
how the bad therapy has leapt from the “lab”
of the therapist’s office and entered the
schools, and the final section is a call to
remember what you already know, with a
stirring ferverino to parents to reclaim their
authority.

If, like me, you have lived in the trenches,
you know that our youth mental health crisis
is real. And because | have interacted with a
wide array of students, parents, and teachers
over three decades, this is not an isolated
problem. The trends all point in one
direction. It is getting worse. Shrier notes
“with unprecedented help from mental
health experts, we have raised the loneliest,
most anxious, depressed, pessimistic,
helpless, and fearful generation on record.”
Though the rise of negative mental health
markers can be explained in part by an
increased awareness of mental health
disorders, it cannot account for the sheer
ubiquity, nor the continued rise amid
increase in treatment. The more readily
available treatments should lead to a
decrease, but distress and disorder has
ballooned instead. She calls this the
“Treatment-Prevalence Paradox.” The
ineffectiveness of treatments, despite their
rapid and widespread expansion, raises
serious questions: does the treatment work?
Imagine if we were prescribed a medication
for headaches but it did not ameliorate the

pain, and in some cases actually made the
pain worse. Would we still recommend that
a person take the medication? Would you?

The mental health establishment has been
very successful in raising awareness but also
in convincing us that we need their help:
“[t]he rising generation has received more
therapy than any prior generation. Nearly 40
percent of the rising generation has received
treatment from a mental health
professional—compared with 26 percent of
Gen Xers.”

She goes on to note that nearly forty-two
percent of the rising generation has a current
diagnosis, “rendering ‘normal’ increasingly
abnormal.” She asks the professionals why
we are seeing such increases, and the usual
factors are invoked: smart phones, climate
change, and COVID-19 lockdowns. None of
these experts consider the culprit, according
to Shrier: the mental health professionals
and their treatments.

Diagnosing the diagnosticians

One of the most salient ideas Shrier puts
forth is the notion of iatrogenesis, in which
harm is visited upon the patient by the
intervention. “Parents often assume that
therapy with a well-meaning professional
can only help a child or adolescent’s
emotional development. Big mistake. Like
any intervention with the potential to help,
therapy can harm.”

The very notion that therapy carries with it
any risk will be shocking to most lay people.
Perhaps we know this intuitively such as
when a friend comes for advice, and you
have to weigh whether your advice is sound
or if the advice will be hurtful. Sometimes
the advice may be too much for your friend
to handle. So, most will default to the
experts. But what if the experts do not share
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your humility? The treatment can harm.
That alone is worth considering. She notes:

“Well-meaning therapists often act as
though talking through your problems with a
professional is good for everyone. That isn’t
so. Nor is it the case that as long as the
therapist is following protocols, and has
good intentions, the patient is bound to get
better.”

No. Any intervention carries risk. No
intervention can be called “safe and
effective” for all. But to admit to risk is to
admit that there are harms that are not being
tallied. She lays out a convincing counter-
narrative, one that strikes at the core of our
age: sometimes repression is good.

Shrier lists out the ten steps to “Bad
Therapy,” an algorithm that is all too
familiar:

1) teach kids to pay close attention to their
feelings; 2) induce rumination; 3) make
“happiness” a goal but reward emotional
suffering; 4) affirm and accommodate; 5)
monitor, monitor, monitor; 6) dispense
diagnoses liberally; 7) drug ‘em; 8)
encourage Kids to share their “trauma’; 9)
encourage young adults to break contact
with “toxic” family; 10) create treatment
dependency.

Imagine if this were a strategic plan to
undermine family and civilization. And |
think this is where the book really works.
She diagnoses the diagnosticians. Through a
series of interviews and literature reviews,
the diagnosticians reveal their biases and
their designs. And her wit shines through.

Avoiding the potential iatrogenic risks of
therapy is much harder than you might
think. Mental health interventions have not
been confined to the therapist’s office; they

have pervaded the schools. The pretense by
which therapy has gone “airborne” is
through what educators call “social
emotional learning” or SEL. Nearly all
schools have been colonized by the
priesthood of educators devoted to the
methods and goals of therapy for all. The
mandate of current educational
administrators and teacher trainers is simple:
to implement a “trauma-informed
education.” Teachers and their formators are
motivated by an evangelical sense of
purpose and outcome:

Subsequent interviews with dozens of
teachers, school counselors, and parents
across the country banished all doubt:
Therapists weren’t the only ones practicing
bad therapy on kids. Bad therapy had gone
airborne. For more than a decade, teachers,
counselors, and school psychologists have
all been playing shrink, introducing
iatrogenic risks of therapy to schoolkids, a
vast and captive audience.

Chances are very high that your children
attend a school with an SEL program. These
programs are ordered towards the creation
and seeding of a feelings-first curriculum,
even in classes that would seem foreign to
this ethos as a math class. One presenter at a
session entitled “Embedding SEL in Math”
claims “I can’t think of a content area that
needs more social-emotional learning than
mathematics.” I, too, was waiting for the
punch line: anxiety, and the pain of not
being affirmed in difficult lessons.

The ethos of this ideology rests upon
feelings. “How does this make you feel?” is
the recurring question. And this therapeutic
language undermines healthy functioning. It
is the new way of teaching. This novel
approach strikes most adults as strange, but
it is the ascendent educational philosophy,
and according to Shrier, the culprit for so




much of the mental mess our children find
themselves in.

The Therapeutic Imaginary

What kind of world is this strategy creating?
The Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor
coined the term “Social Imaginary” to mean
“the way we collectively imagine, even pre-
theoretically, our social life in the
contemporary Western world.” I invoke it
here because all schooling seeks, along with
religion and culture, to create a shared social
imaginary. But we must understand that our
own social imaginary is thoroughly
therapeutic—we live in the Therapeutic
Imaginary. The way that ordinary people
understand or imagine the world is now
expressed in essentially therapeutic terms.
Under this emergent therapuetic imaginary,
authority has shifted from parents to experts,
and there is no limiting principle to the new
work, nor any marker that would signal that

the patient is healed. In fact, perhaps the
goal is the creation of permanent patients.
The work is never done.

In the book’s final section, “Maybe There’s
Nothing Wrong with Our Kids” Shrier
admonishes us to stop implanting worries in
our kids’ heads, stop telling the kids they are
weak, stop acting as if they will die if they
do not immediately get what they say they
want. “Somewhere along the line, we forgot
all this. We abjured authority and lost all
perspective.” In other words, do not let the
experts confound you into forgetting what

Kale Zelden

you know to be true. We remember that the
opposite of professional is the amateur, and
the amateur is one who loves.

To illustrate this she tells the old joke:

A man walks into the doctor’s office with a
complaint: ‘“Whenever I drink coffee, I get
this sharp pain in my eye.’

The Doctor replies: “Try removing the
spoon.’

Her point is simple: the solution is poking us
right in the eye: we need to stop doing
things that hurt. She says “the crisis is not
organic. It’s something we ushered into the
door.” And I think she nails it here. In an
answer to her opening question, our kids are
not all right because we have parented them
in ways cut off from the received wisdom of
past generations. The formation of this new
therapeutic imaginary cuts us off from our
own inheritance, and then, in turn, cuts our
own kids off from us.

In an effective manner, she uses the punch
line as a refrain in the closing pages.

Remove the spoons that we have flooded
our lives with: the phones, the meds, the
diagnoses, the experts. She reminds us that
being parents is our calling and we have skin
in this game. The experts cannot imagine the
depths of our love for our own children.

Remove the spoons!

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/03/14/bad-therapy-addresses-the-question-why-are-

our-kids-so-messed-up/
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England’s National Health Service Ends Puberty Blockers For Kids

Doctors in England can no longer prescribe
puberty blockers to children to facilitate a
gender transition, according to an
announcement from the country’s public
health care system, the National Health
Service (NHS).

“Puberty blockers ... are not available to
children and young people for gender
incongruence or gender dysphoria because
there is not enough evidence of safety and
clinical effectiveness,” the NHS England
website’s section on “treatment” for
gender dysphoria reads after the update.
The drugs block a child’s natural
developments during puberty by preventing
the production of hormones, such as
testosterone and estrogen. For example, they

Tyler Arnold

prevent height growth, a girl’s breast
development, and a boy’s facial hair growth,
among other things.

“Children, young people, and their families
are strongly discouraged from getting
puberty blockers or gender-affirming
hormones from unregulated sources or
online providers that are not regulated by
U.K. regulatory bodies,” the website’s text
reads.

More than half of the states in the United
States still allow doctors to prescribe
puberty blockers to children.

This is a developing story.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257070/breaking-englands-national-health-service-

ends-puberty-blockers-for-kids



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/gender-dysphoria/treatment/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/gender-dysphoria/treatment/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257070/breaking-englands-national-health-service-ends-puberty-blockers-for-kids
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257070/breaking-englands-national-health-service-ends-puberty-blockers-for-kids

State Attorneys General Threaten Lawsuit Over
Maine Abortion, Transgender Bill

Over a dozen state attorneys general are
threatening a possible lawsuit over a bill in
the Maine Legislature that extends legal
protections to out-of-state residents seeking
transgender-related medical procedures.

The March 11 letter, signed by 16
attorneys general, argues that Maine’s LD
227 would “contravene the lawful policy
choices of our states’ citizens” by “imposing
on the rest of the country Maine’s views on
hotly debated issues such as gender
transition surgeries for children.”

The proposed measure, if passed, would
offer legal protection to out-of-state
individuals who seek transgender procedures
in Maine. The measure would also extend
legal protections to “reproductive health
care services.”

State legislatures around the country have in
recent months moved to limit or prohibit
both abortion and transgender-related
medical services.

In their letter, the prosecutors wrote that the
bill “purports to shield from liability those
offering or aiding the provision of unlawful
services to citizens located in our states.”

They also argued that the bill “purports to
block valid orders and judgments from our
state courts enforcing laws upheld by federal
appellate courts.”

State Rep. Anne Perry, who first put forth
the bill in the Maine House of
Representatives, clarified to CNA on
Tuesday that under the proposal, “a provider
cannot travel to another state to provide

services that are legal in Maine but not in
another state.”

“A provider working in another state must
follow that state’s laws,” she said. “This bill
only covers services that occur in Maine
when both the provider and patient are
physically in Maine and subject to Maine
law.”

The bill would further allow state residents
to “bring a civil action in [Maine]” against
out-of-state individuals who seek “civil,
criminal, or administrative” actions against
Maine residents over “protected health care
activity.”

The attorneys general in their letter argued
that the measure “creates a private right of
action for damages against law enforcement,
prosecutors, and other officials in our states
who are enforcing our own valid state
laws.”

The proposal’s “ill-considered attempt to
influence and intimidate officials in other
states could also trigger a rapid tit-for-tat
escalation that tears apart our republic,” the
attorneys general wrote, arguing that under
the Maine law officials in other states
“would be dragged into legal battles in far-
flung jurisdictions, thwarting their ability to
focus on protecting their own citizens
consistent with their own duly-enacted
laws.”

“Maine has every right to decide what
Maine’s laws are and how those laws should
be enforced. But that same right applies to
every state,” the letter states.
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The prosecutors said they would “vigorously Constitution provides” if the measure
avail ourselves of every recourse our ultimately becomes law.

Daniel Payne

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257067 /state-attorneys-general-threaten-lawsuit-
over-maine-abortion-transgender-bill
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Thoughts On The Cabrini Movie

On the Saturday evening of its opening
weekend, I took the parish’s Young Adult
group to see the Cabrini movie. | brought
along with me a second-class relic of
Mother Cabrini which once belonged to my
grandparents. When | asked my mother
about the relic, she said that she remembers
a daytrip taken one summer when she was
little. She and her family — great-
grandmother, grandmother, aunts, uncles,
cousins, etc. — traveled from their home in
New Jersey to the Cabrini Shrine in New
York. Perhaps, my mother suspects, the
relic came from this visit. | can only
surmise what having this relic must have
meant to my Italian-American

ancestors. For my mother’s mother’s family
is from the town of Cerami in Sicily, while
her father’s side is from different
communities in the south-eastern part of
Italian peninsula. Not too long before the
events depicted in Cabrini, southern Italy
and Sicily were an independent kingdom
which was unjustly invaded and then
incorporated into the newly-formed
Kingdom of Italy. Prior to this
“unification,” the majority of emigration
was from the north. But afterwards, no
doubt due to the conditions which followed
“unification,” there was mass emigration
from the south and Sicily. Although she
was from the north, it was primarily these
immigrants from the south and Sicily whom
Mother Cabrini served in New York. So
then, not only did I go to see a movie about
the first canonized American citizen, but
also to see a portrayal of how my mother’s
people, how my people — though not
necessarily members of our family — were
treated when they first arrived in these
United States. A part of American history
which is perhaps not well-known.

After the movie was over, | was asked what
| thought about the movie by the Young

Adults. 1told them, at the time, it was a lot
to process, but in a good way. In the
hallway outside of the theater, | shared the
relic with the Young Adults and then gave
them a blessing before we departed.

As | continued to process my experience of
the movie, | settled on the following. First,
and most importantly, | do not believe |
have ever felt the same after watching any
other movie. There was calm, a peace, a
quiet joy or happiness. Trying to place the
movie among others which might be like it,
| settled on Gettysburg or Gods and
Generals. This, of course, should be taken
with a grain of salt as | am not a film critic
by any stretch (and it has been a while since
I have seen these movies). But, as of the
writing of this article, Cabrini stands with a
91% critics’ score and a 98% audience score
(based on over 1,000 audience reviews)

on the Rotten Tomatoes website. In my
opinion, for what it is worth, to call this a
“good movie” would not do it justice.

It does seem, however, that there is a
somewhat negative reception of this movie
among Catholics due to disappointment over
the perceived lack of prayer, Catholic
spirituality, and God. Responding to this
criticism, | would start by saying that I think
it is important to keep in mind what this film
actually is. It is distributed by Angel
Studios which is, if we were to assign a
religious tag to it, Mormon. The movie was
intended for a general viewership not a
specifically Catholic one, unlike movies
offered by EWTN or other such outlets of
Catholic media. Itis a movie about
Catholics, but not a “Catholic movie,” and it
was never intended to be. It is a movie
about a Catholic saint, but not a “saint
movie,” and it was never intended to be. It
was never intended to be a Song of
Bernadette, a Reluctant Saint, or
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a Passion. We should not hold this movie to
a standard it was not trying to meet.
Additionally, I think it is providential that
the movie came out on the Friday of the
Third Week of Lent. The Gospel of the day
is the account of Our Lord and the Woman
at the Well (John 4:5-42). Our Lord did not
begin the conversation by saying “I am the
Christ and you are a sinner.” Rather, He
began by saying something more innocuous
— “Give Me to drink™ of the water of the
well. Then, from this beginning, He went
deeper. | think this movie is something
similar — it is only the beginning of the
conversation, a conversation which can, and
hopefully will, go deeper.! But, if it started
too deep, if it was too heavy-handed, so to
speak, it would most likely put folks off.

It should also be noted that the movie is not
completely void of any references to God or
spirituality. A Priest is shown carrying
around what | assume is his breviary. There
is a funeral procession. Religious images

are seen the backgrounds. Mother Cabrini
and her daughters are shown praying grace,
in Latin, before eating and, when she is in
Rome, she is shown praying in a

chapel. She also makes references to/quotes
Scripture (such as Philippians 4:13), even if

Fr. William Rock, FSSP

https://fssp.com/thoughts-on-the-cabrini-movie/

the references are subtle. | think that this is
the case with the movie overall — the
presentation of Catholicism is subtle, being
expressed as a major part of the warp and
weft of the characters’ lives without calling
undue attention to itself. The presentation,
then, is not heavy-handed, which goes back
to the point considered in the preceding
paragraph.

When | recommended seeing Cabrini, either
in person or on the Ask A Priest
Live program, before | had seen the movie, |
did state that | had heard that her spiritual
life was downplayed, but that the movie
should still be seen. Now, after having seen
the movie for myself, | even more whole-
heartly recommend seeing it, but with
proper expectations — that is, not holding
this movie to a standard it was never trying
to meet, keeping in mind the actual target
audience, and not letting the perfect be the
enemy of the good — so that it can be
appreciated for what it is.

Mother Cabrini, Pray for us!

Fr. William Rock, FSSP was ordained in the
fall of 2019 and is currently assigned to
Regina Caeli Parish in Houston, TX.
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Downfall Of American’s Children Starts With The Selfishness of Parents

The war against our children’s prosperity is
not just occurring on the front lines of
schools across this nation and isn’t singularly
perpetrated by activists and politicians.

The real downfall for America’s

children began as a consequence of
selfishness of parents who fail to be moms
and dads.

Worse, this tragedy of dereliction of parental
duty gets socially rationalized by enablers
who empathize only with the happiness of the
adults and overlook the needs of the kids.

The United States has the world’s highest
rate of children living in single-parent
households, with nearly a quarter of
American children (23%) under the age of 18
living with just one parent and no other
adults.

This was the story of my childhood, and it
was primarily authored by my father, who
penned it with his absence.

The man who created me was essentially a
stranger, with visits years apart and his phone
calls were just as infrequent.

When we did see him, it wasn’t because he
missed his children but because he needed a
place to stay for a few days while visiting
New York City.

As a father, | now know what parental love
should look like, and can say with
confidence: My father did not love me more
than himself, if he even loved me at all.

Yet, as in every war, there are war mongers
who don’t care about the victims.

They beat the drums of conflict no matter the
cost to the victims.

Studies show the children of two-parents
families are more likely to graduate high
school and college, less likely to go to jail,
and are better positioned to have a successful
career.

Yet opponents of the “normalization” of two-
parent families ignore all this, and say the
model is outdated, even prejudicial.

It’s old-fashioned, patriarchal, even “white
supremacy’’ to encourage nuclear families.

We’ve lost our shame

These parental war propagandists say we
should do everything to support, even
encourage, single-parent households.

The worst of them are adamant about
convincing us that fathers are optional and
unnecessary to keep around outside of
extracting resources from them.

But as a child, I didn’t care about receiving
money from my father, | just wanted my
father to embrace me like a father should.

| wanted his wisdom about the world,
protection from negative influences, and
instilling confidence in me that I can become
a greater man than himself.

The problem is that our culture surrounding
family has drastically shifted to where we
allow the adults to act like impulsive children
and we expect the children to respond like
adults.
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Where we once shamed the parent who
neglected their children and ridiculed the
parent who drove away the other, we now
shrug our shoulders and mutter about how we
accept that relationships sometimes fail.

Our children will always be under attack
from ideologues and bad actors, but they’re
not designed to fight the world alone.

Adam B. Coleman

Protecting families is how we protect
children.

Adam B. Coleman is the author of “Black
Victim to Black Victor” and founder of
Wrong Speak Publishing. Follow him on
Substack: adambcoleman.substack.com.

https://nypost.com/2024/03/12/opinion/downfall-of-americas-children-starts-with-the-

selfishness-of-parents/
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US Bishop Launches Project To Remember Martyrs Of Communism

It's important to learn from the past, so as not to fall victim to false ideologies
in the future, says Archbishop Cordileone.

San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore
Cordileone this Friday will launch the
“Martyrs of Communism” project, a
multi-media effort using liturgy, art, history,
journalism, and educational curricula to
bring greater awareness of the many
martyrs of the faith under Marxist
governments around the globe.

To mark the project’s beginning,
Archbishop Cordileone will celebrate a
liturgy at the Church of the Epiphany in
South Miami, Florida. Composer Frank La
Rocca’s Requiem for the Forgotten will be
premiered during the liturgy.

La Rocca is composer-in-residence of the
Benedict XV1 Institute For Sacred Music
and Divine Worship, an initiative of the
archbishop’s.

“Today’s young Catholics are woefully
unaware of the evils perpetrated against
Church and society by Communist regimes
in the 20th century,” said Archbishop
Cordileone. “This means they are equally
unaware of the heroism of so many Catholic
martyrs and even much of the significance
to the world of the leadership of St. Pope
John Paul I1.”

The Requiem for the Forgotten includes a
hymn by La Rocca with text by James
Matthew Wilson, the Poet-in-Residence at
the Benedict X VI Institute. This project has
special significance for La Rocca, given that
two of his grandparents sought refuge in the
United States to escape Soviet oppression in
Ukraine.

“It is a privilege to write about these
forgotten martyrs, who but for the grace of
God could well have been my own
grandparents,” La Rocca said. “I hope the
work reaches far and wide to spread the
word of the extraordinary sacrifices and acts
of faith made by these men and women in
the face of oppression.”

Is this really something from the past?

In an interview with Aleteia, Archbishop
Cordileone discussed his interest in the
martyrs of Communism and his plans for
making them better known:

Your Excellency, what got you interested
in this subject, the victims of
communism?

Two things happened at the same time: We
commissioned a hymn for Ukraine for the
latest magnificent new Requiem Mass for
the Forgotten, which honors all those who
die homeless whether through war, natural
disaster or totalitarian regimes; or poverty,
addiction and mental illness. As we looked
at the Ukrainian martyrs and white martyrs
(those who suffer the brutalities of war and
persecution but manage to survive it), we
realized that of course they were all
persecuted by Soviet communism.

At the same time, I am bringing China’s
Jimmy Lai and his courageous witness to the
attention of our seminarians. Maggie
Gallagher, [the Benedict XVI Institute’s]
executive director, suggested we
commission a Hymn to the Martyrs of
Chinese Communism. These two small
projects raised the larger question: Why is

49
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the heroic witness of Catholic martyrs (and
white martyrs) facing godless totalitarian
ideologies not well-known in America?

Thus was launched a new three-to-five year
project to tell the stories of these heroes of
the Faith through the arts: literature, poetry,
plays, journalism, videos, music. Of course,
for us as Catholics, the highest calling of the
arts is to serve the liturgy.

Why do you feel it’s important to focus on
this subject today? Didn’t the West defeat
Communism at the end of the Cold War?
Aren’t there newer, more pressing threats
today?

Will we remember today’s heroes and
martyrs if we don’t remember those of the
recent past? But also, fundamentally, is this
really something from the past? Totalitarian
regimes, whether Nazi or Communist, or
others that travel under a progressive “false

flag” like the current regime in Nicaragua,
always target the Church, because the
Church speaks for the forgotten and reminds
people that tyranny is built on lies about
human nature.

Moreover, if we do not keep their memory
always before us and take inspiration from
their heroic witness, we can unwittingly
allow something similar to happen to us here
in the United States. We are already seeing a
decline in the belief in God, less religious
liberty than in the past, and even growing
hostility to religion — or, specifically,
Christianity (and Judaism).

True, people here are not suffering the
brutalities of those who endured and still
endure explicitly totalitarian regimes, but
our Founding Fathers understood the
importance of robust religious liberty and
the practice of religion in the public square
as a means to instill virtue. They understood

that, without a virtuous citizenry, a liberal
democracy is doomed to failure. The very
survival of our country as we know it is at
stake here.

Who are some of the martyr-victims of
communism who have inspired you, and
in what ways, specifically, have they
impacted your own faith and spiritual
life?

More than victims, they are heroic witnesses
to Christ. One of my most memorable
exposures to this heroic witness is a man
who is not well known. He doesn’t have a
Wiki page. He was an Albanian priest by the
name of Anton Lull, and | had the great
privilege of hearing him give his testimony
when I was living in Rome and he came on
the occasion of John Paul II’s 50th
anniversary of priesthood, as he was
ordained the same year (John Paul invited
all priests around the world ordained that
year — 1946 — to join him in Rome in 1996
for a grand golden jubilee celebration).

The Communist government threw Fr. Lull
in jail shortly after he was ordained, and he
lived most of his priesthood in prison, 17
years of which was spent in solitary
confinement. He told the story that, after he
was freed, he had a chance encounter on the
street with one of the guards who had
tortured him. He said: “I took pity on him; I
went towards him and embraced him.” This
is true Christianity.

Think about one of the best known of these
recent martyrs of godless totalitarian
ideologies: St. Maximillian Kolbe. His
willingness to give his life in a Nazi
concentration camp to save the life of
another innocent man is what it means to be
in persona Christi. But there are others who
deserve to be known as well, including the
white martyrs who were willing to die, if
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necessary, but instead endured years of
patient persecution and often torture.

Just a few weeks ago, Nicaragua’s human
rights hero Bishop Rolando José Alvarez
was exiled after months in solitary
confinement, in part thanks to the
intervention of Pope Francis. Bishop
Alvarez had refused to leave earlier in 2023,
until Rome intervened. He is one of
hundreds of Nicaraguan clergy imprisoned
and exiled, many of them here in the United
States. In fact, the Church of the Epiphany
in Miami, where | will be celebrating the
Requiem Mass for the Forgotten on March
15, I am told now has one of these exiled
bishops serving at the parish.

Then there is the great Cardinal Ignatius
Kung Pin-Mei, named a cardinal in

pectore by St. Pope John Paul 11. He, too,
refused to leave his homeland. In 1955 he
was finally arrested by Communist China
authorities and brought before a large crowd
to confess his “crimes.”

“Long live Christ the King! Long live the
Pope!” he shouted.

And let us not forget the American martyrs
and white martyrs of Communism, who may
not be so well-known as such. One of my
great inspirations, who inspired me to
pursue a call to the Priesthood, is the
Servant of God Walter Ciszek, S.J., who
answered the call of the Pope to go to Russia
to spread the faith and ended up spending 15
years in hard labor in the Gulag, thanks to
Soviet Communism’s relentless persecution
of priests.

These witnesses to Christ share something in
common that we ought to pay attention to:
they suffer because of the rise of totalitarian
ideologies in the 20th and 21st centuries that
pretend to be “progressive” but reject God,

who is the foundation of our rights and our
freedom.

No doubt you appreciate the old saying
that “those who do not learn from history
are destined to repeat it,” and the press
release for the event in Miami March 15
notes that the Victims of Communism
Foundation has found that young people
have more sympathies for communism.
Aside from this project, what efforts do
you undertake to help people see that the
Church offers a better way to social
justice — which, we assume, is the reason
anyone would embrace communism?

Godless totalitarian ideologies start with a
false view of man, including the idea that we
can make a “new man” without the
intervention of Christ. They always begin
with promises of utopia that capture the
idealistic spirit of the young, but end with
the harsh reality of the Gulag (or its
equivalent). These ideologies spiritually
crush people and materially crush them as
well. This is the reality we see over and over
again, and yet we are always tempted to
believe in this devilish false promise that
materialist ideology can replace God and
usher in a new kingdom.

Rejecting evil is the first step to choosing to
do good. And that means fundamentally
rejecting the devil’s proposition that we can
remake ourselves and so no longer need the
redemption won for us by Jesus Christ.

Totalitarian ideologies understand the power
of art, and that is why artists are also
brought under the thumb of the regime, with
their gifts twisted to serve the regime’s
purposes instead of respecting the artist’s
call to truth, beauty, and goodness. This is,
in fact, always the strategy: deprive the
populace of a soul, and then they can be
plied in any way the regime wants. That is



https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/rolando-alvarez
http://www.cardinalkungfoundation.org/ck/CKlife.php
http://www.cardinalkungfoundation.org/ck/CKlife.php
https://www.jesuits.org/stories/jesuit-father-walter-ciszek-a-life-in-service/

why the first ones to be silenced and then
persecuted, besides the priests, are, yes, the
artist, along with the poets, philosophers,
and intellectuals.

The young in particular need stories. | am
concerned that this same phenomenon, loss
of the soul, is happening now to the younger
generation. They need the songs, poems,
plays, movies, paintings, and sculptures that
make history come alive and inspire heroism
in our times.

And of all the ways to remember our
martyrs, the liturgy is the most important.

Why is this event taking place in South
Miami rather than in your own
Archdiocese of San Francisco, where, no
doubt, you have met a few victims of
communism, such as Chinese refugees?

The Benedict XVI Institute, which | founded
and which sponsors this Requiem Mass and
the Martyrs of Communism project, is a
national organization at this point. Given
that Miami is home to hundreds of
thousands of exiles from communism, not
just Cubans but also Venezuelans and now
Nicaraguans, it seemed like an appropriate
place to launch this project.

John Burger

But | am glad you asked about San
Francisco: As | mentioned, | am bringing
Jimmy Lai’s cause to the attention of our
seminarians, and the entire Archdiocese,
most especially by hosting his godfather
[Wall Street Journal columnist William
McGurn] at St. Patrick’s Seminary on May 8
to speak about the heroic witness of the
Church in China.

I’ve commissioned a hymn text for the
Chinese Martyrs of Communism from the
Benedict X VI Institute’s poet-in-residence,
James Matthew Wilson, set to music by our
own Frank La Rocca.

Miami on March 15 is just the beginning.

How to hear the Requiem Mass for the
Forgotten

The Requiem Mass for the Forgotten
celebrated by Archbishop Cordileone on
March 15 will be sung by a 20-voice
professional choir led by conductor Richard
Carrillo, fresh from the celebration of the
Mass of the Americas at the Church of the
Epiphany. Click here to register or to receive
a link to an EWTN broadcast, which will air
two hours later, at 9:30pm Eastern.
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Simple Ways To Prep Your Kids For First Communion

Preparing my child for First Holy Communion has been an occasion to think back
on my own childhood and remember the things that stuck with me.

It is a First Holy Communion year in my
family, so I’ve been recalling memories
from that time in my own life. Three
moments come to my mind.

Our pastor at the time, Fr. Jones, showed us
how to open our mouths and stick out our
tongues to receive Communion using the
phrase, “like little birds waiting for their
breakfast.” My grandma was with me and
reminded me what little birds look like when
they open their mouths by referencing the
movie A Bug'’s Life that we had recently
watched.

Father also told us to count the number of
times Jesus says “abide” in the gospel — the
reading about the vine and the branches
from John. | remember standing in the pew
with my fellow first communicants,
counting the “abides” and keeping track
with my fingers as Father proclaimed the
gospel.

And the third moment in my memory was
going on a retreat two days before my First
Communion, where | read a letter that my
mom had written to me about St. Philip Neri
and preparing to receive Jesus.

How best to prepare?

| know | attended weekly religious
education classes at our parish in preparation
for First Communion in addition to going
over lessons and books with my parents at
home. However, I can’t remember most of
that content, though I’m sure it informed
me. Still, it is the baby bird’s open mouth,

counting the abides, and the St. Philip Neri
letter that had staying power.

You never know what moments will stick in
your child’s memory. So, what should you
prioritize to help your child prepare?

Learning through example

At the end of the day, your example is the
most compelling way to show your child the
importance of the Eucharist. It was obvious
to me that receiving Jesus was very
important, even necessary, in my parents’
life. So, the most important way to prepare
your child in my mind is to go to Mass
together.

Talk about the Eucharist, how Jesus is truly
present in the sacrament, and what He
means to you. Share things you remember
from your own First Communion, or things
you wish you had known at the time. But
even if you feel you don’t have the right
words, the fact that you prioritize Mass
every Sunday means a lot.

Adoration

Go to adoration together. Spending time in
Jesus’ Eucharistic presence is life-changing,
and if you haven’t experienced that yet, it is
just a matter of time. Show up and be open.
If your child sees that it is something
desirable in your life, they will be more
open to it in their own lives.

For some ideas for how to pray during
adoration, whether you are there for fifteen




minutes or an hour, check out this minute-
by-minute guide, or this general guide.

Books and media

Read or watch together incredible stories
about the Eucharist in people’s lives
throughout the ages. Stories of the Blessed
Sacrament is a book that contains beautiful
stories of Jesus in the Eucharist throughout
the ages. It is written in a simple way that
engages my three-year-old, my seven-year-
old, and myself. There are a few of the
stories that I struggle to finish reading out
loud as I choke back tears.

The Veil Removed was a powerful, seven-
minute watch for the whole family. We
prepared the kids by explaining that the
people in the video were just actors, and that

Cecelia Pigg

is not what angels actually look like — but
that the video portrays the reality of what is
happening at Mass that we can’t see with
our eyes.

Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist:
This is a series on the Eucharist that includes
a special episode for children, and one for
parents who are preparing their children to
receive their First Communion. We found
that the three main episodes of the series
were engaging for both us and our kids
(even if the content was a little over our
kids’ heads).

Listen to the engaging stories of Blessed
Imelda and Blessed Carlo Acutis, two saints
who dedicated their lives to Jesus in the
Eucharist in a special way.
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Irish Vote ‘No’ On Constitutional Changes To Family

The changes would have removed references to mothers from the constitution,
as well as broadening the definition of family.

The people of Ireland resoundingly rejected
two proposed changes to the nation’s
constitution, in a vote that took place

on International Women’s Day, March 8.
The measures were both opposed by the
Irish bishops, who spoke out against them.

The first amendment would have broadened
the definition of “family,” to include
“durable relationships” other than

marriage. While OSV notes that preliminary
public polling suggested that this measure
would pass, it failed with only 32.3% in
favor and 67.7% opposed.

The Irish Catholic Bishops were staunchly
against the change, noting that the Irish
Constitution considers the family to be a
“moral institution” that enjoys “inalienable
and imprescriptible rights.” They voiced
concerns that the change could diminish the
importance of this unique relationship:

“We are concerned that the proposed Family
amendment to the Constitution diminishes
the unique importance of the relationship
between marriage and family in the eyes of
society and State and is likely to lead to a
weakening of the incentive for young people
to marry.”

Working moms

The second would have changed a 1937
constitutional protection to prevent mothers
from being put into the workforce by means
of “economic necessity.” This amendment
would have changed the phrasing of the

endeavor “to ensure that mothers shall not
be obliged by economic necessity to
engage in labor to the neglect of their
duties in the home.” The new passage
would have read:

“[The state] 55ecognizes that the provision
of care, by members of a family to one
another by reason of the bonds that exist
among them, gives to society a support
without which the common good cannot be
achieved, and shall strive to support such
provision.”

This second amendment was supported
strongly by the ruling party and received
much support from the opposition as well,
with the Catholic Church in Ireland standing
as one of the few dissenters. The bishops
noted that this change to the constitution
would have been somewhat superfluous,
as it does not prevent women from doing
anything:

“The present constitutional wording does
not in any way inhibit women from working
or taking their proper place in social and
public life. It does, however, respect the
complementary and distinct qualities that
arise naturally within the Family. The role of
mothers should continue to be cherished in
our Constitution,” the Irish bishops wrote.

The Irish citizenry rejected this proposal
at a rate of 73.9%, the highest “no” vote
in Irish history. The bishops hailed this
victory, as they argued that the change
“would have the effect of abolishing all
reference to motherhood in the
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Constitution,” and obscured “the
incalculable societal contributions of
mothers in the home ...”

J-P Mauro
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Teachers Surprise Wedding Delights Students

"It exceeded our wildest dreams," the bride said of her magical day, which she shared
with the whole school during Catholic Schools Week.

When kindergarten teacher Catie Corken
was planning her early February wedding
this year, she knew she wanted her beloved
students involved. The 34-year-old recently
told Good Morning America that she had
initially considered having some of her
students sing at her wedding, as fellow
teachers had done in the past.

That’s when Miss Corken — now Mrs.
Zwier — realized her ceremony would fall
during Catholic Schools Week, a weeklong
celebration full of parties and dress-up days
that ran this year from January 28 to
February 3. With two great reasons to
celebrate, she, her fiancé, and the school
principal decided to do something extra
special.

“We called it ‘Fancy Surprise Day,” Catie
Zwier said. “The whole school was
involved. The kids didn’t know. It was just a
giant surprise for the whole community.”

A video reel on Zwier’s Facebook

page shows Good Shepherd students
erupting in joy as their teacher is walked
down the aisle in her mother’s wedding
dress.

Sarah Robsdottir

“The place just went crazy,” the 38-year-old
groom Kevin Zwier, a copywriter, said. “I
knew how loved she was but, man, that was
a whole other level.”

Photos of the ceremony show Father Ben,
the officiant, involving the students in the
nuptials in a meaningful way. There are
shots of children smiling and raising their
hands to answer questions during the
wedding Mass. One can only imagine how
taking part in such a beautiful experience
will shape the view of the Sacrament of
Matrimony in the hearts and minds of all the
young people involved.

Kevin and Catie celebrated their wedding
the next day with friends and family but said
their ceremony with the students Catie’s
been teaching for nine years was hard to
“top.”

“It exceeded our wildest dreams,” Catie
said, describing the walk through the
celebratory receiving line afterward. “It was
like five minutes of pure joy from every
single kid in the entire school.”
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2 Female Saints To Inspire Catholic Educators

As the Pope condemned denying women education, a conference in Rome highlighted
2 female saints that made it their mission to teach all.

“The way to the betterment of societies is
through the education of girls and young
women,” Pope Francis told participants at

a conference on holy women taking place in
Rome, on March 7, 2024, the day before
International Women’s Day. As the Pope
condemned discrimination against women in
education that still occurs today, the
conference highlighted two saints, Elizabeth
Ann Seton and Mary Mackillop, who made
it their mission to educate all, even when
conditions were difficult.

“In a world where women still suffer so
greatly from violence, inequality, injustice
and mistreatment — something scandalous
[...] —one serious form of discrimination
has to do precisely with the education of
women,” the Pope’s speech said, which was
read out by a prelate as the Pontiff is

still sick. Educating girls and women
“benefits overall human development,” he
wrote, before taking the time to greet the
participants individually.

The audience members were all taking part
in a conference titled “Women in the
Church: Builders of Humanity,” occurring
on March 7 and 8 at the University of the
Holy Cross in Rome.

The event focused on the stories of 10 holy
women and what they have to teach both
men and women today. For the panel on
“charity in education,” the speakers focused
on St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and St. Mary
Mackillop, whose stories, despite both being
marked by adversity and difficulty, showed
their dedication to providing education for
all.

The first free Catholic school in the US

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first native-
born American saint and lived from 1774 to
1821. She is credited with laying the
foundations of Catholic education in the US.
After losing her husband to tuberculosis, and
being shunned by her community for
converting from Episcopalianism to
Catholicism, she moved to Baltimore,
Maryland, where, supported by the local
bishop, she began teaching young girls,
straight out of her home.

“I think the charity of education sums up St.
Elizabeth’s mission for education and for
her school,” said Professor Susan Timoney
of the Catholic University of America
during the conference. We see St.
Elizabeth’s “charity expressed in the desire
to educate all children at a time when
education was reserved primarily for the
wealthy.”

She not only welcomed students of all
economic backgrounds but also of other
Christian religions, despite having been
discriminated against herself.

Still today around 19% of students in
Catholic schools in the US are of another
denomination or of none at all.

“I shunned any form of prejudice or
discrimination. Inclusiveness was my goal,
as Christian compassion is expressed
universally rather than selectively,” St.
Elizabeth wrote.
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Educating all corners of Australia

Similarly St. Mary Mackillop “incarnated
what a preferential option for the poor might
look like,” said Professor Maeve Louise
Heaney of the Australian Catholic
University in Brisbane, Australia, during the
conference.

Born in 1842, St. Mary Mackillop founded
with the help of a local priest a religious
congregation , the Sisters of Saint Joseph of
the Sacred Heart, that would run local
schools and children’s homes in Australia to
help especially those who were
disadvantaged and in rural areas.

She was known for saying “never see a need
without doing something about it” and in
fact in setting up these establishments was
directly responding to the socioeconomic
conditions in Australia then.

“Her work at that time was prophetic,
education, Catholic education for those who
otherwise would not have it,” said Professor
Heaney, highlighting how the saint was able
to read “the signs of the time.”

By the time of Mary Mackillop’s death in
1909 there were 600 Josephite sisters caring
for 1,000 needy children and adults and
teaching more than 12,400 students in 117
schools.

Isabella H. de Carvalho

More than just teaching

Many of the participants at the conference in
Rome were educators themselves, as the
event was organized by a network of
Catholic universities and other entities from
across the world. Nuns, professors, priests,
and more listened carefully to Professor
Timoney and Professor Heaney’s
presentation of these two female saints and
their lives.

Some took notes, others concentrated on the
voices coming through their headsets that
were translating the conference. Both
professors recalled the Pope’s speech from
that morning, which was probably still
resounding in many of the participants’s
heads.

“I express my hope that your educational
settings, in addition to being places of study,
research and learning, places of
‘information,” will also be places of
‘formation,” where minds and hearts are
opened to the promptings of the Holy
Spirit,” the Pontiff had said.

“Ours is a time seared by hatred, in which
our human family, which needs to feel the
power of love, is instead frequently scarred
by violence, war, and ideologies that stifle
the noblest feelings of the human heart.
Precisely in this context, the contribution of
women is more necessary than ever.”
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5 Days After Death, Mother Cabrini Likened To Great Saints

A sermon delivered a few days after Frances Cabrini’s death shows she was as
amazing in real life as her depiction in the new Cabrini movie.

As Cabrini opens in theaters this weekend,
some viewers may be tempted to think that
the film’s depiction of St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini may be slightly exaggerated. Surely,
the real woman could not have been as bold,
tough, and determined as she is portrayed in
the film. In short, the skeptics will say

that Cabrini, like most “true” stories that get
the Hollywood treatment, should be taken
with a grain of salt.

Yet a sermon delivered just five days
after her death, at a Requiem Mass in the
hospital where she died, reveals the
extraordinary impact that the real
Mother Cabrini had on her fellow
Catholics and the world at large. In this
powerful sermon, Cabrini is likened to the
great founders of other religious orders like
Saints “Benedict, Dominic, Augustine,
Ignatius, Alphonsus, Philip Neri, Clare,”
along with St. Teresa of Avila, who
established the Discalced Carmelites with
St. John of the Cross. The sermon continues:

Like her predecessors among the founders of
religious orders, Mother Frances Xavier
Cabrini was a pioneer, already canonized

in the hearts of her spiritual daughters.

A shared devotion to mission

The man who compared Mother Cabrini to
some of the Church’s greatest saints was
himself an impressive figure. Like the
foundress of the Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart, Fr. Francis Clement Kelley
had a fervent devotion to missionary
activity.

During his extensive travels, Fr. Kelley
had witnessed the serious challenges that
the Catholic Church faced in many parts
of the US, particularly in rural and
impoverished areas. In 1905, he founded
the Catholic Extension Society to provide
material and spiritual support where it was
most needed to help spread the Gospel — a
mission that Catholic Extension continues to
this day.

Fr. Jack Wall, the current president of
Catholic Extension, tells Aleteia: “We hope
that this motion picture celebrating the
courageous life of Mother Cabrini, who
gave witness to the face of Christ in the
poor, will reawaken our own consciences
and hearts to those on the peripheries of
our American society today.”

Reading Fr. Kelley’s 1917 sermon,
delivered to the sisters who had gathered to
remember their foundress five days after her
death, it is clear that he had a keen
awareness of the qualities that made Mother
Cabrini such an effective missionary.

Climbing the mountain

Being a pioneer is never easy, Fr. Kelley
says, pointing out that Cabrini had her
share of “trials and sufferings, setbacks
and misunderstandings.”

As depicted in Cabrini, the real Frances
Cabrini arrived in New York City to find
countless immigrants living in unimaginable
squalor. Children were especially vulnerable
— forced to work in unsafe conditions to
help support their families or left to fend for
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themselves in the streets. They lacked
schooling, healthcare, or even the most basic
essentials. Yet Mother Cabrini’s efforts to
help these young victims met with stiff
resistance.

Like her predecessors who had their own
mountains to climb, Frances Cabrini “left
marks of bleeding hands and wounded feet
on rocks and bracken.” Fr. Kelley’s is not a
romanticized view of the missionary life. To
serve God at the peripheries one must
take up the cross.

Fr. Kelley reminds those gathered that Jesus
chose Peter, James, and John to climb with
Him to the summit of Mt. Tabor. He agrees
with St. John Chrysostom that they were
likely chosen by Christ because of the
virtues they possessed: “Peter for his great
love, John for his great purity, and James for
his great zeal.” He then adds: “All these
(virtues) Mother Cabrini took to the very
top of her mountain.”

Devotion to the Sacred Heart

According to Fr. Kelley, the virtue of love
was always evident in Mother Cabrini,
especially in her desire to increase people’s
affection for the Sacred Heart of Jesus. “She
spread the devotion by every means in her
power,” he says, adding that she would
never allow herself to be discouraged.

Fr. Kelley delivered his homily in the
chapel of Chicago’s Columbus Hospital,
which Mother Cabrini had founded and
where she had died days before at age
67. Indicating the altar, he continued:

A Sister saw her one day prostrate before
this very altar. A few moments later, the
Mother told her that she had been praying
for assistance. The work in Chicago was in
danger of perishing, but her confidence in

God was so great that, although in the midst
of one of her severest trials, she was far
from discouraged.

Later that night, the order’s presence in
Chicago “was saved almost miraculously.”
Love is not just a fine sentiment, but
something vital and a source of strength.
“The pioneers always understand that it is
devotion and love that gives light and
confidence to their footsteps.”

Purity and zeal

Fr. Kelley proceeds by noting that Mother
Cabrini “practiced the virtue of purity as she
desired her daughters to practice it.” It was
her “purity and strength that gave her the
right to attempt great things for God,” he
insists.

According to the priest, zeal “tempered by
obedience” is the “outstanding missionary
virtue.” It is zeal that ultimately breaks
down barriers and overcomes obstacles, or
“turns them into stepping stones.” Only
obedience to legitimate religious authority
can halt pioneers like Mother Cabrini. Then
they wait patiently, trusting that God will
sooner or later reveal His will.

In Mother Cabrini’s case, Fr. Kelley says,
we need only look at the beginning of her
vocation to see evidence of her zeal. When
she told her confessor that she wanted to be
a missionary, he pointed out to her that there
were no female missionaries. “She
hesitated not an instant but resolved to
establish an order herself.”

To America

It was then Mother Cabrini’s intention to
head to the East, but when Pope Leo XIlI
told her “Not to the Orient, Mother, but
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to America,” she swallowed her
disappointment and obeyed. And she was
greatly rewarded, Fr. Kelley states, as
evidenced by the scores of schools,
orphanages, and hospitals that Mother
Cabrini had founded on the two American
continents and that testified to her faith in
God.

This great work would not die with her but
be carried on: “When she closed her eyes
in death,” Fr. Kelley points out, “three
thousand of her spiritual daughters
joined in prayer for her.”

The United States indeed became a

“stepping stone” for the country’s first saint.

John Touhey

Mother Cabrini saw all her arduous labors
bear fruit, but it was also in America that
God would “crown” that work. Indeed, less
than 30 years later she would be
canonized by the Catholic Church, just as
Fr. Kelley had expected.

Francis Clement Kelley must have rejoiced
on July 7, 1946, the day that Frances Xavier
Cabrini was officially proclaimed a saint. By
then he was Bishop of Oklahoma and
considered a monumental figure in his own
right. Two years later, Bishop Kelley would
reach the summit of his own “long,
wearisome climb,” passing away at the age
of 77, after zealously serving the Church for
more than fifty years.
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Court Rules Christian Nonprofit Does Not Have To Cover Gender Transition

In a “resounding victory” for religious
freedom, a court in North Dakota ruled this
week that the federal government cannot
compel religious employers and health care
providers to pay for or perform “gender
transition” procedures that go against their
religious beliefs.

The North Dakota District Court found that
the religious beliefs of Christian Employers
Alliance (CEA) — a nonprofit group that
unites Christian-owned businesses around
the cause of religious freedom — were
“substantially burdened by the monetary
penalties [the group] faces for refusing to
violate its beliefs.”

“We are overjoyed our members will not
have to choose between the biblically based
employee benefits and quality health care
they provide, and the threat of federal
enforcement and massive costs for
practicing their faith,” Shannon Royce,
president of CEA, said in a statement on
Monday.

The lawsuit, Christian Employers Alliance
v. U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), filed in October 2021,
argued against two federal mandates
compelling Christian employers to fund or
perform “gender transition” procedures.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, enforced by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS),
prohibited a federally funded health program
from denying benefits to an individual based
on Title IX.

The second federal mandate, Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, bars sex-based
discrimination, and per a 2020 Supreme

Court decision, also bans discrimination
based on “gender identity.”

However, the federal Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (RFRA) prevents the
government from ““substantially
burden[ing]” a person’s religious exercise
“unless imposing such a burden is the least
restrictive means of furthering a compelling
government interest.”

Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) argued
on behalf of CEA in court. The nonprofit
legal organization defends religious
freedom, free speech, parental rights, and
the sanctity of life.

ADF argued in the lawsuit that the EEOC
misinterpreted Title VI to compel religious
employers to provide health insurance
coverage for “gender transition” surgeries.
The lawsuit also challenged the HHS’
reinterpretation of sex in federal law to
include gender identity.

“The court was on firm ground to stop the
administration from enforcing these
unlawful mandates that disrespect people of
faith,” Matt Bowman, senior counsel and
director of Regulatory Practice at ADF, said
of the verdict.

“All employers and health care providers ...
have the constitutionally protected freedom
to conduct their business and render
treatment in a manner consistent with their
deeply held religious beliefs,” Bowman said.

“The employers we represent believe that
God purposefully created humans as either
male or female, and so it would violate their
religious beliefs to pay for or perform life-
altering medical procedures or surgeries that
seek to change one’s sex.”



https://dm1l19z832j5m.cloudfront.net/2024-03/Christian-Employers-Alliance-v-EEOC-2024-03-04-Order-Summary-Judgment.pdf
https://christianemployersalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/3.4.24-CEA-Victory-Over-Trans-Mandate-FINAL.pdf
https://dm1l19z832j5m.cloudfront.net/2024-03/Christian-Employers-Alliance-v-EEOC-2023-10-26-MSJ.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/17-1618_hfci.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/17-1618_hfci.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/103/statute/STATUTE-107/STATUTE-107-Pg1488.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/103/statute/STATUTE-107/STATUTE-107-Pg1488.pdf

The court ultimately ruled that “providing
health care coverage for gender transition
services under the EEOC and HHS coverage
mandates impinges upon CEA’s beliefs.”

“CEA must either comply with the EEOC
and HHS mandates by violating their
sincerely held religious beliefs or else face
harsh consequences like paying fines and
facing civil liability,” the ruling stated,
further noting that “religious freedom cannot
be encumbered on a case-by-case basis.”

Kate Quifiones

Royce called the North Dakota District
Court’s decision “a resounding victory for
all present and future members of the
Christian Employers Alliance.”

“This victory is amazing; however, not
universal,” Royce continued. “There are
thousands of other Christian-owned, -
operated, or -led businesses and ministries
that still endure intense pressure and
scrutiny by agencies, financial firms, and
even employees to acquiesce to the culture’s
attempt to redefine biology.”
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""The True, The Good, And The Beautiful"'
How Mission Tradition Is Carrying The Cross In Nigeria

In recent years, Nigeria’s 230 million residents have suffered through economic catastrophes, political
unrest, and terrorism. Rampant government corruption makes it seem unlikely that the situation will
improve. But that doesn’t stop the priests of FSSP Mission Tradition from doing all they can to save souls
in Nigeria.

Fr. Angelo Van der Putten, FSSP, has served in our mission in Nigeria since 2013. Despite his busy
schedule, he’s always eager to speak with Mission Tradition staff about how your donations are helping
him bring more souls closer to Our Lord. We hope his comments will inspire you to support Mission
Tradition this Lent.

Mission Tradition: Father, thank you for
making time to speak with me. What’s the
latest news from your apostolate?

Father Van der Putten: The most exciting
news is from our school. As you know, we
started a school in September. We rented a
building for the girls’ school because we
don’t have anything built yet, and we
engaged some Sisters from the Franciscans
of the Immaculate to teach. For the boys, we
added on a room to one of the big buildings
here in the parish compound, and we have
several men with degrees teaching.

We recently purchased about two and a half
acres of land to expand our facilities. To
purchase land here is quite an extraordinary
feat because it’s owned by about 20
different people who don’t have any survey
markers or anything. They’ll just look at a
tree and say, “That was my tree, so the
property line goes there.” And then they
argue about it.

So it has taken us over six months to get this
piece of land. But we bought it for the
Sisters so that we can build them a convent,
and then a girls’ school. That’s the project
we’re working on now. We’ve just about
finished putting an eight-foot cement wall
all the way around it. It’s about 1,000 feet of
walling, and we bought razor wire to go on
the top of it because we want to protect the
Sisters from any possible harm. We hope to

have the convent itself built before October.
That’s going to be our “summer project.”

MT: That’s great news. What’s the
economic situation in Nigeria?

Father VdP: The economic crisis in this
country is beyond imagination. The biggest
problem is inflation. Six months ago a bag
of cement cost 3,500 naira. Today it costs
11,500 naira. That’s triple the price. The
price of food has also doubled recently. And
yet a federal employee’s monthly salary is
50,000 naira. He can buy four bags of
cement in a month, but that’s all he can buy.
He can’t eat because a bag of rice costs
55,000 naira. It’s totally insane.

When | got here 10 years ago, the naira
traded at 168 to the dollar. Today, it’s 1,550
to the dollar. For me, it’s not such a hardship
because we survive off the dollars that
Americans send us. But the local people
barely survive. The price of food doubles,
the price of cement triples. They’re not even
living from hand to mouth anymore because
their salaries simply don’t cover the basics. |
don’t know how they live. It’s astounding to
me how people are even surviving. | know
that many people eat very plainly, with lots
of cassava and such. But even that food has
doubled in price.

The local currency is crashing. Something
has to give, but nobody knows
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what can give because the government is so
indescribably corrupt. They don’t care
anything about the people. The corruption
will not stop, the stealing will just not stop.

MT: From the sounds of it, Father, there’s
really no hope that things could normalize
in the next couple of years?

Father VdP: Well, I don’t think things
have ever been normal in Nigeria. There
have been seven or eight different coups
since 1960. There’s been an indescribable
amount of corruption, and the military has
taken over several times. And now the
country has supposedly had civilian rule
since 2000.

We just had the elections last year, but
they’re not really elections. Now the
government is siphoning all the money, so
there’s just nothing left. Everything has
dried up, and the money from the two
million barrels of oil that are exported from

this country every day goes into private
pockets. So no, there’s no hope
economically. These leaders seem to have
no care for their fellow man.

MT: On top of all this, has there been any
more violence?

Father VdP: Our bishop came out with a
Lenten pastoral letter asking us to fast and
pray even more this Lent, because of the
IPOB (Indigenous People of Biafra) who are
seeking their own country. The IPOB goes
around murdering random people to terrify
the locals. That’s happening about 10 miles
from us. It doesn’t come to us so much. But
we hear about it on a regular basis. The
military and police have come in to try to
sort it out, but they’re almost worse because
they kill people randomly as well. It’s a
complete mess. How do you sort out
something like that, when the system is so

corrupt and nobody’s working for the good
of anyone except themselves?

MT: Well, you and your associate priest
Fr. Ike are working for the good of others,
but you’re not bulletproof!

Father VdP: Right. People do respect us
because we bring in American aid. And
we’re known to be generous and kind. A lot
of people come to us for help on a daily
basis, not just for our well water, but also for
food, schooling fees, and medical expenses.
| mean, there are people having babies who
can’t afford the hospital bill, and the hospital
won’t release them until they pay the bill.
And so they come to us, begging for money
to pay the hospital.

There are so many other needs. We have
people with heart problems who are dying,
and they need to go to the hospital but don’t
have the money. And so we help them out.
Word gets around that we’ve done
interventions with medical issues, and |
think the locals have high regard for us
based on that. So I don’t think they’re going
to bother us.

But people are just starving, and because of
that, thievery is rampant. [ mean, if you’ve
got anything that’s not bolted down or
chained down or concreted in, they steal it,
and in a way you can understand why.
There’s nobody to stop it because the police
are usually in on it as well. It’s a tragic
situation.

MT: Are the lockdowns continuing?

Father VdP: Yes, our Mondays are still
locked down. At least there aren’t as many
Killings happening because of the lockdown.
It used to be that if you went out of your
house or into the market on a lockdown day,
the IPOB would just kill you. That’s not
happening so much anymore. But the
lockdown is still in place. And people still
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respect it simply because they don’t want to
get shot.

MT: Getting back to your thriving school,
what are some of the successes you’ve
seen on the student level? How have you
seen students change for the better?

Father VdP: Oh, it’s phenomenal. We had
parents coming in at Christmas break,
weeping and telling us how much change
they’ve seen their children go through, not
only with discipline but also with basic
knowledge, just in the less than three months
we’ve had the school open. We go up to
sixth grade at the moment, and some
children in sixth grade didn’t know how to
read at the beginning of the school year.
And within three months, we’re getting
them to read at least stories and little books.
The parents are deeply impressed by that.
That’s the whole beauty of our school.

The motto of our school is, “The true, the
good, and the beautiful.”
We try to implement that in every aspect of
the school day.

The premises are cleaned all the time.
They’re beautifully arranged. The Sisters
plant flowers, and there are little altars in the
classrooms with holy pictures and flowers
and such. All of this creates a massive
impression in the minds of the children.
Many of them come from homes that don’t
have a table or chairs. They eat on the floor,
and they don’t eat at specific times.
However, within the school, everything is
ordered. So they come to Mass in the
morning at 7:00, they have breakfast
immediately afterwards, and school starts at
8:30. They have classes until noon. We pray
the Angelus, we have lunch, and then school
goes until 1:30. And then they have
extracurricular activities, which last until
5:00. So there’s a discipline, and they’re

surrounded by beauty. They have tables and
desks, and everything is ordered.

If you compare our little school with any of
the other schools in the area, we live in
paradise. The other schools usually don’t
have desks, so the children will sit on the
floor or the windowsills. And the schools are
always dirty with trash lying everywhere.
The children aren’t disciplined, so it’s
anarchy. Whereas in our school, of course,
there’s the true, the good, and the beautiful.
The environment is wonderful, and it makes
a huge impression.

MT: What kinds of extracurricular
activities do you offer and how are the
children embracing them?

Father VVdP: This may seem inexplicable
to the Western mind, but the children in
Africa don’t have the same desire to play
games. Exposing them to organized games
is a huge milestone in their lives, because
they mostly just want to kick a soccer ball
all the time. They find board games very
challenging, but we push them to focus and
concentrate and finish the games. As a
result, we’ve seen a huge improvement in
their retention of concepts and pictures and
numbers. That’s why we see extracurricular
activities as vitally important. As Plato said,
“He who is only an athlete is too crude, too
vulgar, too much a savage. He who is a
scholar only is too soft, too effeminate. The
ideal citizen is the scholar athlete, the man
of thought and the man of action.” \We want
to incorporate both the intellectual side and
the physical side.

For the children, games are hugely
important because they’re not used to that
physical discipline. We incorporate that into
the school and it makes a huge difference.
The parents are trying to eke out a living, so
they’re mostly not home in the afternoon. So
they’re really grateful that we keep the
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children here and give them things to do.
With the Sisters, especially, it’s very
beautiful. The children learn how to draw,
paint, cut papers, and all these things we
take for granted in the West. When the
children go home, they bring their artwork
and their parents are just flabbergasted, like,
“You didn’t do this!”” And the children say,
“Yes, yes, Sister taught us.” So the parents
are deeply impressed. And the sports,
especially for the boys, give them discipline
because they have to follow laws and rules.
It’s all wonderful, and it makes a huge
impact on their lives.

MT: That’s tremendous, Father! What
signs of piety do you see developing in the
children?

Father VdP: That’s a very good question,
because you have to be careful about

what constitutes piety. The Igbos tend to be
very pious, but it’s often a venal piety—it’s
all about money. So when they pray, they’re
asking to get money, or to chase the devil
away because they’re very superstitious.
Everything bad that happens to them, they
think it’s caused by the devil. They tend to
use a lot of vocal prayers. They’re quite
Evangelical or Pentecostal. That’s why the
school is so important. We teach the
children that piety is the worship of God.
True piety is the reverential fear of the Lord.
And that has to be inculcated at the youngest
age. We’re doing that in the school, and it
makes a huge impact because it’s foreign to
their psyche and their culture. That, too, is a
very important element of education and of
our apostolate here in Nigeria.

MT: As things stand right now, Father,
are you bursting at the seams in terms of
school enrollment?

Father VdP: Well, we’re not letting just
anyone come to the school. We insist that
the parents be very much involved in the
daily life of the children and make sure
they’re on board with our mission and
vision. So we’re very particular about who
we allow into the school. When parents ask
us if they can send their children to school,
we first make it very clear what we want
from them as parents, and then we give them
classes and retreats to get them in line with
what we expect of them.

If we allowed everyone to come to the
school, we would have 500 children next
year. Of course we don’t want that! We
want the school to be much smaller, so that
we can concentrate more on the individual
child. Here in Nigeria, you’ll often have 30
or 40 children to each teacher. In our school,
we have two students per teacher, which is a
fantastic ratio. We’ll get more children next
year, so that ratio will go up a little bit. But
we want to keep that ratio as low as we can
because we’ve realized that the more
personal attention we give, the more the
children respond.

MT: How many Sisters do you have
helping you, and how many lay teachers?

Father VdP: We have five Sisters now, and
we’re going to build a convent with 20
rooms. So we expect several more
vocations. We also have seven lay teachers.

MT: So, it sounds like your big summer
project is to build the convent.

Father VdP: Yes, and then once we’re
finished, we’ll build a school for the girls.
The boys will continue to have classes on
the church grounds.

MT: What will it take financially to get
this convent and girls’ school built?




Father VdP: We’ve been very blessed
because a very generous benefactor in the
United States provided the means to
purchase the property and to begin the
construction of the convent. We hope to
have half of the convent built with that
financial aid. But as | was saying, cement
has tripled in price in the last six months.
Everything is so incredibly variable and
unstable that we can’t really predict how
much it’s going to cost to complete
construction. But if we could get $200,000,
that would cover the building of the convent
and probably the girls’ school as well. That

would probably include a hostel for the girls.

MT: A hostel? So some of the girls could
board during the week?

Father VdP: Yes, that’s what we’re looking
forward to. There are a lot of families who
don’t live nearby but they really want their
children to have this type of education. They
would be able to board their daughters, and
then the Sisters would have a greater
influence on their lives. So our hope is to
have a boarding school.

MT: Last time I spoke with you, Father,
you said the beautification of the chapel
had taken a back seat because you were
working more on the people these days.
But are there any projects around the
chapel that will need some funds?

Father VdP: We’ll see how the
construction of the convent goes, but we’re
hoping to put a ceiling and a floor in the
church. The current floor is a very rough
concrete poured base. And we have a roof,
but there’s no ceiling. Three years ago |
priced them, and to put a ceiling and a floor
in the church was going to be $100,000.
Now, again, inflation has gone out the
window and cement has tripled in price. But
| would say with just over $100,000, we

could finish the ceiling and floor, and that
would make a huge difference.

MT: In our last call you said you’re
requiring your parishioners to stay for
catechism after Sunday Mass and that
they were very receptive to this. Is that
still your practice?

Father VdP: Yes. And it’s wonderful. The
people are actually getting engaged in

the Catechism! They’re asking wonderful
questions. They go home and talk about it in
their families, and then they come back
throughout the week to ask me more
questions. We’re really pleased with that.
Thank God for the grace that enables them
to be so docile and receptive.

MT: Are you seeing a big difference in the
way families live their lives?

Father VdP: Yes, of course! The school is
making a tremendous impact on the lives of
the children, and then they bring that home
with them. For example, one of the
conditions we make now for the children to
be in our school is that their families have to
have a wooden table with wooden chairs
where they eat every day. So all the families
now are running out to have one of our guys
build them a table and chairs. That alone is a
huge improvement.

MT: Does your apostolate have any other
urgent financial needs at the moment?

Father VdP: Just our daily living expenses.
With the price of everything doubling, 1
have to request a higher subsidy from the
FSSP. It’s becoming more and more
expensive just to live in this country. We
pray that something happens—that maybe a
new leader who has a little bit of humanity
can take over and do something good. But
yes, the daily living is becoming more
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difficult and we have more and more people
all the time coming to us and begging for
food.

MT: Father, what would you most like to
tell our Mission Tradition supporters?

Father VdP: As we all know, Lent is a time
of prayer, penance, and almsgiving. And the
most important and essential element of
these three remedies is the charity with
which we do them. Without charity, as St.
Paul says, it profits me nothing, even if |
give all my goods to the poor and offer my
body to be burned. The essence of
almsgiving is the supernatural. We do it for
the love of God.

Our American supporters are very generous.

Without them, our apostolate here would
simply not be.

Mission Tradition Staff

We're deeply grateful for that. But it’s
essential to remember that charity is not just
philanthropy.

It’s not kindness.
1t’s a supernatural virtue. We do what we do
for the love of God, not for humanitarian
reasons.

Father VdP: Charity has to be the most
important element in our donations. These
offerings should come from our heart for the
love of God.

We are most grateful for these donations
because if we were depending on the people
here, we certainly wouldn’t survive. We get
about $20 total for a Sunday collection at
both Masses and we spend $800 to $1,000
per month just on food. Thank you for your
generosity, which makes our work possible
in Nigeria!

https://missiontradition.us/mission-tradition-nigeria-lent-2024/
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Pennsylvania Catholic School Thrives In 4-Day School Week

The switch to a four-day school week has kept students at Bishop McCort
Catholic High School more productive and less stressed, with more time for studying.

What began as an experiment in a
Pennsylvania Catholic school will most
likely become the norm after the school
found great success in switching to a 4-day
school week. Bishop McCort Catholic High
School is already 100-days into its new
schedule and things are running so smoothly
that some classes are ahead of schedule.

The decision to switch to a 4-day school
week was made in May 2023, to be put to
the test during the 2023-24 school year.
Senior Ella Leitenberger told The Tribune-
Democrat that she and her friends had
reservations when they first heard the

idea. Whereas most high school students
might jump at the idea of one fewer
school day per week, these Catholic
students didn’t seem to think the
shortened week was necessary.

Now, Leitenberger describes the change as
“refreshing.” She noted that having an extra
day off has been an excellent buffer between
school during the week and working on the
weekends. It has further allowed the
outgoing high-schooler extra time to study
for her advanced placement tests.

For its part, the school continues to
engage students on the new free day, but
with things like educational enrichment,
tutoring, and college tours, rather than in-
class learning.

While the new schedule cut down on days in
class, McCort was able to reach quotas on
time spent learning by lengthening each
class by about 10 minutes. While
noticeable in the beginning, the students said
they don’t even register the extra time now.
This adjustment allows McCort to keep their
kids in classes for an estimated 50.8 hours
per year more than neighboring schools with
the same innovative learning program.

In Pennsylvania, parochial schools must
fulfill 990 hours of instruction per year,
rather than a specific number of days. It
should be noted, however, that the
Pennsylvania legislature has passed a law
that allows public schools to choose between
990 hours and 180-days in the time since
McCort adopted the 4-day school

week. This could allow public schools in
PA to try the 4-day school week for
themselves, although no district has done
SO yet.

The teachers of McCort have been happy
with the change as well. Lorie Regan, a 33-
year veteran English teacher, reported
happier students who appear to be less
burdened by stress. After explaining that a
research writing segment that she normally
concludes in March had already ended in
February, she called the 4-day week “one of
the best moves we’ve ever made.”
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McCort Principal and Chief Academic “What might not be a good fit for some
Officer Thomas Smith noted that he doesn’t schools has certainly been a great fit for us.”
expect every school to see the same results

as he has. Still, he hailed the new schedule,

suggesting it’s here to stay:

J-P Mauro
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Celebrate Mother Cabrini With Your Children

If you want to introduce the kids in your life to the amazing Mother Cabrini,
you’ll want this powerful and inspiring picture book about her story.

| didn’t expect to find myself in tears after
reading a book that’s barely 30 pages long,
but that’s what happened when I came
across Mother Cabrini: A Heart for the
World by Claudia Cangilla McAdam. It’s
just that good.

If you want to introduce your students,
children, or grandchildren to the inimitable
Mother Cabrini, you’ll want this powerful
picture book! You can pre-order it now in
advance of its release date on April 2.

Sophia Institute Press worked with Angel
Studios to create the Mother Cabrini book in
conjunction with the new Cabrini movie, in
theaters as of March 8.

Angel Studios produced the major motion
picture, Cabrini, to tell the incredible true
story of Francesca Cabrini, an Italian
immigrant religious sister who arrived in
New York City in 1889 to battle disease,
crime, and corruption on behalf of
impoverished children. Mother Cabrini built
an empire of hope unlike anything the world
had ever seen.

Discover the world of Francesca Cabrini in
this moving picture book that educates
children about a remarkable person in
American and Catholic history, and inspires
them with stories of her compassion,
courage, vision, and miracles. She is the role
model our kids need. (And how special is it
that the author is an Italian-American
Catholic woman, just like Mother Cabrini?)

The first American citizen to be canonized,
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini rescued forgotten
children, even from the dark, damp sewers
of New York City, and provided them with
safe havens, loving comfort, and a quality
education. The book shows these things
happening in a way that kids can understand
and appreciate.

Mother Cabrini shows children characters
much like themselves — little heroes who
joined St. Frances Xavier Cabrini in her
mission to establish orphanages, hospitals,
and schools across the United States, Central
and Latin America, Europe, and beyond. |
can already tell that this beautiful book is
going to inspire so much wholesome
imaginative play for my kids and their
friends!

Through captivating storytelling, this book
introduces young minds to the incredible
journeys of a woman who, despite her
frailty, overcame countless challenges to
bring God’s love to the poor and forgotten.
For example, even though Mother Cabrini
was afraid of water, she received the
strength to sail across the ocean more than
two dozen times!

I’ve often said that the artwork really makes
or breaks a picture book, and this gem of a
book does not disappoint! The vibrant
artwork of Richard Cowdrey, a New York
Times bestselling children’s book illustrator,
brings to life Mother Cabrini’s story on
every page.
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Hopefully this book will inspire our own faith in God that Mother Cabrini had and
children, students, and any kids in our lives that will guide them well in their future
to develop the compassion, courage, and adventures.

Theresa Civantos Barber
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The Eucharist And Catholic Education

A Biblical verse that can kind of haunt

you, if you’re a teacher, says, “for he taught
them as one having authority, and not as
their scribes.” (Matthew 7:29) | have this
image of someone proclaiming with great
fervor: “for he taught them as one

having authority, and not like that tedious,
boring Prof. Smith.” | feel bad for the
scribes. I mean, how do you compete with
Jesus? You’re a scribe (or professor); you
work hard; you study for hours on end; and
then people think less of you because you
were outshined by God incarnate? Am I
supposed to feel bad if Michael Jordan beats
me in basketball too?

To be fair, Christ says later of the
scribes: “do whatever they teach you and
follow it; but do not do as they do.” Okay,
now that’s good advice. And then there’s
His warning: “you are not to be called
teacher.” (Matthew 23:8) Okay, I'm
called professor. But that’s probably worse.

Saren Kierkegaard once compared
Socrates and Christ by noting that while
Socrates claimed to be a “midwife” of truth,
midwifing his students to give birth to the
truth inside themselves — which is what we
human teachers are supposed to be and do —
Christ is “the Truth.” In His teaching, there
is a dramatic unity between the teaching and
the teacher. Christ is the heart of what is
being taught. So, for this reason, we human
teachers can never measure up to Christ. He
has “authority” because He is the Author of
all Creation. | merely talk about God;

He is God. Thus everything I teach should
point to Him.

But if He is the Author of all Creation,
then it’s not just in theology that we are
ultimately talking about God. What is
revealed to us in the Genesis Creation
accounts and confirmed decisively by the

Incarnation is that all creation is
“incarnational” or “sacramental”: it is an
embodiment and an instrument of God’s
love.

So while it is certainly not the case
that theologians should tell chemists,
biologists, or physicists how to do their
work, it is acceptable for teachers in all
these disciplines to remind students that they
are studying the handiwork of God, written,
as it were, in the Book of Nature. Thus a
Christian would never fudge the data of
science for his or her own gain or glory
because this would be to lie about what is in
the Book of Scripture.

So when a student says to me, “I hate
math,” I say: “But one of the languages of
the universe is mathematics. It is the
language God uses to help us understand the
order of things. If you have ever wanted to
learn Greek so that you can read the Gospels
in the original language, don’t you want to
be able to translate the language of God
imbedded in Creation?”

Take a string on a guitar and pluck
it. It makes a note. If you put your finger
halfway down that string and pluck it again,
that note is an octave higher. The pitch on a
vibrating string is directly proportional to its
length. Music is math. Rhythm is
math. Rhythm describes the repeating
pattern of strong and weak beats in any
piece of music. The man who created the
system that lets sound engineers make the
singer’s voice sound pitch-perfect, now




ubiquitous in music studios, worked it out
mathematically.

The order with which God has created
the universe is really amazing once you start
to see it. It’s like one of those huge puzzles
with little pieces each of which has some
lovely colors, but they don’t really make
sense until you start to fit them together and
you realize what an incredible picture they
make.

And it is for this reason, among
others, that the Eucharist should be at the
center of every Catholic school — not
because on top of all the school’s secular
stuff, you need a little “religion.” That sort
of two-tiered system falsifies the
incarnational character of Creation. When
St. Bonaventure wrote a text that we
call The Reduction of the Arts to Theology,
he did not mean that every discipline should
be “reduced” into theology. In Latin, re-
ducere means “to lead back to.” So he meant
that all study should “lead back to” God.

The visible things of Creation, in this
view, are like handwritten letters from
God. Who among us who has known the
love of a beloved would simply toss out a
handwritten letter from our beloved? We
read it, save it, and read it again and again as
if to put the beloved in our presence, if

Randall Smith

merely in this small, indirect way. What we
need to teach our students is that what looks
like the indistinguishable white envelopes of
Creation are really letters from their
Beloved. And so they should open them
carefully and lovingly so they can find the
communications of love they contain.

And yet, although letters can be
wonderful, love is best delivered in
person. If letters from your beloved are
wonderful, who wouldn’t want to visit the
beloved in person? The two aren’t mutually
exclusive. | see my wife in person every
morning (thank God), but this doesn’t make
notes from her throughout the day any less
meaningful.

In classes, we talk about God. Or we
talk about God’s handiwork in
Creation. But in the Eucharist, God comes
to us in person, in the person of Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen. So we take students to
Mass not so they can have a little “religion”
before they go back to the “real world”
stuff. We take students to Mass so they can
encounter their Creator and His love
“incarnate,” in person. And in that
encounter, remind themselves that they are
loved and in all their studies, they are
reading love letters from the One who loved
them so much He was willing to die for
them.
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Give College A Try, Says St. John Henry Newman

Newman’s "ldea of a University" is the idea that refuses to die.

St. John Henry Newman is having a big
year. But he is always having a big year —
especially on college campuses.

In November, the U.S. bishops voted to
recommend that St. John Henry Newman be
made a Doctor of the Church. In January, he
was being proposed as a model for the Year
of Prayer.

Newman has taught me a lot since the days
when | spent nearly all the money | had for
one of his books — but now that | work at a
college campus I’m especially struck by
what he teaches about authentically Catholic
higher education.

Newman’s Idea of a University is the idea
that refuses to die.

Last year I wrote that while it’s true that
college is not for everybody, it is also true
that many, many people can benefit from an
authentically Catholic college, no matter
what they choose to study.

| got that idea from Newman.

In the 1980s, the great philosopher Alasdair
Maclntyre said that Newman’s book The
Idea of a University was now irrelevant. “To
criticize contemporary universities from
Newman'’s standpoint would be ... like
blaming a jet engine for not having the
excellences of a windmill,” he quipped.

But nearly 40 years after Maclntyre’s essay,
Newman’s text is still considered a basic
statement of what the university should be,
inside and outside the Church, from Dubai
to Dallas.

Recently, when Arizona’s board of regents
celebrated President Michael W. Crow’s
first 20 years as president of Arizona State
University, they did it by giving him a first
edition copy of The ldea of a University.

When The Bangladesh Daily Star called for
an education system that rejects the excesses
of political correctness of the Western
World, they argued, “The university, as
Newman ideally conceives it, should exist as
a system of engagement with differences,
thus ensuring a vibrant intellectual and
philosophical culture.”

What accounts for its staying power?

Newman’s vision has stayed fresh because
it is the opposite of elitist.

Newman doesn’t see the halls of higher
education as an untouchable ivory tower for
exceptional minds, but as a gymnasium for
ordinary souls.

He wrote that “A university is not a
birthplace of poets or of immortal authors,
of founders of schools, leaders of colonies,
or conquerors of nations. It does not promise
a generation of Aristotles or Newtons ...
though such miracles of nature it has before
now contained within its precincts,” he said.

Instead, “University training is the great
ordinary means to a great but ordinary end;
it aims at raising the intellectual tone of
society, at cultivating the public mind,” he
wrote, and “at purifying the national taste.”

Authentically Catholic universities do this

by helping students “to see things as they
are, to go right to the point.” To “disentangle
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... detect ... and discard:” To disentangle
arguments, detect sophistry, and discard
irrelevancies.

Newman knew that this kind of thinking
made university graduates
eminently employable.

One thing people miss about Newman’s
vision is that he is for, not against, helping
students’ careers.

A recent Dallas Morning

Newseditorial claimed, “Cardinal John
Henry Newman argued in his book The Idea
of a University that the goal of a university
education should be the pursuit of
knowledge in search of truth. That’s an
ennobling purpose, but one disconnected
from what many universities have become:
jobs training in specific fields with a
smattering of politically charged instruction
in a handful of required courses.”

They’re right in one way. Newman argues
against secular schools that “insist that
Education should be confined to some
particular and narrow end, and should issue
in some definite work, which can be
weighed and measured ... ‘useful,” and
‘Utility’ becomes their watchword.”

But Newman also said ideal education
would prepare a graduate “to fill any post

Tom Hoopes

with credit, and to master any subject with
facility.”

High-tech companies are learning that
today. The Harvard Business Review and
others report that “Liberal Arts Majors Are
the Future of the Tech Industry” because
authentic education shows a student not just
how material forces work but how human
beings work. Newman said the same thing
this way:

“I say that a cultivated intellect, because it is
a good in itself, brings with it a power and a
grace to every work and occupation which it
undertakes, and enables us to be more
useful, and to a greater number.”

That vision of the human person is what
makes Newman relevant.

Newman is forever relevant because the
focus of his work was not his own time, but
how Jesus Christ — who is the same
yesterday, today, and forever — relates to
all times.

That’s why he has been called a saint for
both homemakers and the freedom of
conscience, the father of both Nazi
resistance and Vatican Il, and a patron saint
for both scientists and, well, everyone.
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What Does The Catechism Say About IVF?

In vitro fertilization (IVF) has always been morally objectionable in the eyes
of the Catholic Church, as it removes procreation from the sacredness of the sexual act.

One of the more popular techniques to
achieve a pregnancy in recent years has
been in vitro fertilization (IVF). It involves
the artificial combination of a sperm and
egg in a laboratory.

The Catholic Church has been very clear in
its teachings regarding IVF, as can be seen
in the Catechism.

Sometimes IVF involves an individual’s
involvement who is not one of the spouses,
in hopes of achieving a pregnancy.

The Catechism explains that this is gravely
immoral:

Techniques that entail the dissociation of
husband and wife, by the intrusion of a
person other than the couple (donation of
sperm or ovum, surrogate uterus), are
gravely immoral. These techniques
(heterologous artificial insemination and
fertilization) infringe the child’s right to be
born of a father and mother known to
him and bound to each other by
marriage. They betray the spouses’ “right
to become a father and a mother only
through each other.” CCC 2376

IVF in marriage

However, in other situations it is the
husband and wife who attempt this method
of artificial fertilization. This method is
also immoral:

Techniques involving only the married
couple (homologous artificial insemination
and fertilization) are perhaps less
reprehensible, yet remain morally
unacceptable. They dissociate the sexual
act from the procreative act. The act
which brings the child into existence is no
longer an act by which two persons give
themselves to one another, but one that
“entrusts the life and identity of the embryo
into the power of doctors and biologists and
establishes the domination of technology
over the origin and destiny of the human
person.

Such a relationship of domination is in itself
contrary to the dignity and equality that
must be common to parents and

children.” “Under the moral aspect
procreation is deprived of its proper
perfection when it is not willed as the fruit
of the conjugal act, that is to say, of the
specific act of the spouses’ union . . .. Only
respect for the link between the meanings of
the conjugal act and respect for the unity of
the human being make possible procreation
in conformity with the dignity of the
person.” CCC 2377

Any act that separates procreation from the
sexual act is morally problematic.



http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p3s2c2a6.htm#2377

While the goal of a pregnancy is good, that The Church is not against couples seeking to

does not justify the means. raise a family, but the Church is against
using means that compromise the integrity

In Catholic theology, the ends never justify of the family.

the means.

Philip Kosloski
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New Kids’ Imprint Kicks Off With Fun Catholic Seek-And-Find

This positive, faith-filled comic company is launching a new imprint for kids ages 2-8,
starting with a Catholic sacraments seek-and-find book.

We at Aleteia are long-time fans of VVoyage
Comics, a great place to find positive, faith-
filled entertainment formed by Catholic
values. (You can read more about

this inspiring comic company here!)

And as Catholic parents, you can imagine
our excitement upon finding out that VVoyage
is launching a new imprint of children’s
books: Little Voyagers. The imprint for kids
ages 2-8 kicked off with Seek and You Will
Find: A Catholic Sacraments Adventure,
now available for pre-order. Kristina Schoh,
the author, describes the book this way:

In Seek and You Will Find, seven guides
take kids on an adventure to discover the
seven sacraments, bringing clarity and
igniting an undeniable love for the faith.
This book is our chance as parents,
grandparents, or godparents to sit down and
connect with our little loved ones while they
experience the sacraments.

8 years in the making

Schoh is an accomplished speaker, a former
Miss Wisconsin, and a Catholic with a
background in marketing and public
relations. She put years of thought and
research into the book project.

“This book has been a project eight years in
the making and my inspiration all began
with my oldest daughter,” she said in an
interview with Aleteia. “At the age of two
she was fixated on seek-and-find/I spy
books and had a special interest in attending
Mass.”

But Schoh was disappointed when she tried
to find Catholic seek-and-find books and
came up empty.

“After searching high and low at local
bookstores and online, my husband and |
were dispirited when we couldn’t find any
faith based seek-and-find books. | wanted
my daughter to understand what Mass is
about, who Jesus Christ is, and how she
could feel purpose and connection to the
faith at a young age. | knew it had to be on
the sacraments and it had to be engaging! As
a full-time working mom, | added it to my
to-do-list and prayed for direction and gave
myself grace through the process.”

Trusting God through the process

The prospect of putting together a book was
overwhelming at first. “I had no idea what I
was doing so | immersed myself in
research!” she said candidly. She tossed
around ideas with two of her role models,
but then “pocketed the project until my
husband and I had another child.”

It was not until the birth of her third child
that “I knew it was my time to finally do
this. As every season of life has proven to
me, ‘you can make many plans, but the

Lord’s purpose will prevail” (Proverbs
19:21),” she said.

Seeking an illustrator with a strong
understanding of the Catholic faith, Schoh
and unexpectedly found herself in contact
with her 6th-grade teacher’s son-in-law,
Michael La Voy.
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“Michael and I met for a cup of coffee, and I
learned about him as an illustrator and the
Chief Creative Officer at Voyage
Publishing,” she said. Within a week, they
had a plan in writing.

Throughout the process, she said, “I gained
an even greater appreciation for the
simplicity of just trusting. I didn’t need a
sign, | needed to trust myself and my
commitment to prayer over this
opportunity!”

Theresa Civantos Barber

The new Little Voyagers imprint

Schoh said she feels honored to be a part of
the new children’s line for Voyage Comics
and Publishing. The beautiful thing about
the Little Voyagers imprint is that the
company is already well-known for their
adventure-filled, engaging stories. The new
imprint will bring more of this exceptional
content to a younger audience.

“For a child, learning about the Catholic
faith should be an adventure filled with
excitement and the eagerness to come back
and learn more,” she said.
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Art Is Utterly Useless. That’s Why You Desperately Need It

A fascinating conversation between two noted writers helps us understand why
looking at art is a vital human experience.

In the autumn of 1940, an 18-year-old
named Marcel was walking with his dog,
Robot, outside a French village when he
spotted a fallen tree. Beneath the tree’s
exposed roots was a hole that led into a
cave. Marcel entered it with three of his
friends.

The young men were stunned to discover
paintings of strange animals inside the cave
— including images of prehistoric deer with
enormous antlers, bison, and an extinct
species of woolly rhinoceros. The figures all
possessed a primitive, magnetic beauty.

Lascaux Cave was later determined to be at
least 17,000 years old. Older cave paintings
and figures carved from mammoth tusks
also exist, dating back 40,000 to 65,000
years. It seems that for most of humankind’s
existence we have created and cherished art.

What is art?

We might start by asking, what is meant by
the word art? Author Patrick Bringley has a
straightforward answer, proposing that art is
“something that is better than it has any right
to be.” For 10 years, he worked as a guard at
New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art,
an experience he shared in his acclaimed
book, All the Beauty in the World.

Bringley spoke at a New York

Encounter panel on February 17 titled
“What beauty can do to the soul.” The
former museum guard recalled being
surrounded by objects made with “more care
and skill and diligence ... than we would
have any right to reasonably expect.”

In need of the useless

It is the very uselessness of art that makes it
S0 necessary, added J.F. Martel, lecturer,
host of the Weird Studies podcast, and
author of Reclaiming Art in the Age of
Artifice. Martel said that art “pulls us out of
the pragmatism that would insist that
everything we do has to a have a use.”

This sense of art as something that
transcends the pragmatic can be traced all
the way back to caves like Lascaux and the
even more spectacular Chauvet Cave in the
same region “... where you find ancient
artworks that were apparently made for no
one to see because they’re in such deep and
difficultly accessed recesses of the cave.”

Using physical materials like hair, bones,
and minerals that had previously been
utilized as survival tools, the first artists
repurposed them. They took “something that
has a very clear causal function” and gave it
a “new function.” Our ancient ancestors
needed stone tools in order to survive; not
so, carvings and cave paintings. These early
artworks brought something new into the
world in response to a human thirst not for
possession, but contemplation and
communion.

Something “fundamental”

What then is the purpose of art? For
Bringley, art exists for its own sake. It is an
encounter with something “fundamental.”
Looking at something truly beautiful gives
one a feeling akin to “a bird fluttering in
your chest.”
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As a guard at the Met, he saw countless
visitors have this experience while standing
in front of paintings:

| would see someone approach a picture and
they clearly felt that the thing was beautiful.
And you could almost feel them being sort
of infused with this thing...

Objective beauty

Furthering the point, Martel brought up the
philosopher Immanuel Kant:

(Kant) said that the experience of beauty is
paradoxically probably the most subjective
experience (...), but it manifests itself as an
objective fact. You experience beauty as
something that’s outside of you, something
that’s utterly other.

A work of art “elicits from us a kind of
evangelizing response. We want to tell other
people about it.” Martel gave the example of
going to see a beautiful film by yourself.
When you leave the theater “you’ve got to
tell someone about it” so that they can also
experience this film “that’s there, that’s
waiting for people.”

Like the poet and artist William Blake,
Martel proposed that “beauty is the quality

John Touhy

of things seen for what they really are.” He
explained:

If we could see without the veil of
utilitarianism, of habit, of reflex — if we
could just see the world as it is — perhaps it
would all strike us as being sublimely
beautiful. Maybe art is just a matter of
framing little bits of the world and polishing
them a bit so that the beauty that was
inherently there can be available to others.

Looking at art

Bringely said museum visitors may benefit
from becoming “more naive” when looking
at works of art. Setting aside all the
information gleaned about an artwork from
textbooks, etc., he suggests having “an
element of passivity in yourself and later
you can then bring your intelligent mind to
the process.”

He added: “Give this thing the space to
operate on me, to sort of work on me. It’s a
never-ending process.”

The entire one-hour conversation between
Patrick Bringley and J.F. Martel, moderated
by composter Jonathan Fields, can be
viewed below.
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Should We Teach Children To Memorize Basic Prayers?

The memorization of basic prayers is an essential first step in the life of prayer,
but teachers should also emphasize the meaning of these prayers.

While there are a variety of teaching
methods in the area of prayer, one method
that has stood the test of time is the
memorization of basic prayers, such as the
Our Father.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church explains the importance of teaching
children how to pray in a myriad of ways:

The catechesis of children, young people,
and adults aims at teaching them to meditate
on The Word of God in personal prayer,
practicing it in liturgical prayer, and
internalizing it at all times in order to
bear fruit in a new life. Catechesis is also a
time for the discernment and education of
popular piety. CCC 2688

The Catechism then comments in particular
on the method of teaching children and
adults to memorize basic prayers:

Philip Kosloski

The memorization of basic prayers offers an
essential support to the life of prayer, but
it is important to help learners savor their
meaning. CCC 2688

The Church sees value in memorizing
prayers, especially the most basic ones, such
as the Our Father and the Hail Mary. These
prayers have been passed down through
each generation and are a staple of every
Catholic’s prayer life.

However, memorizing prayers has some
drawbacks, as the meaning can get lost. That
is why the Church encourages catechists to
help children and adults the meaning behind
the prayers, so that they pray with their
whole heart.

Teaching children to memorize prayers is a
good thing, but catechesis should not stop
there and should try to go one step further in
fostering a deep spiritual life.
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A Cure For Therapeutic ‘Cures’

“It is better to give than to receive,” says the
Lord, as Saint Paul reports to us. And when
you give, says the Lord, you are not to let
your left hand know what your right hand is
doing. I should like to place these two
verses together, to shed light on what is so
dreadfully wrong with our therapeutic and
narcissistic culture, especially as it is
implanted and propagated in schools, among
children and young people, much to the
stunting of their personalities and the
glooming of their souls.

Central to the therapeutic culture is a
half-truth. If you say, “There is something
wrong with me,” you are right, there is. Itis
sin, or the propensity to sin. There may be
more; you may be mentally or physically ill,
and if so, you need treatment, no question. |
have personal experience of that.

But even if our minds were as clear as
the blue sky and our bodies were as stout as
oaks, there would still be sin. And unless
we are talking about Christ, the “true
Aesculapius” or the God of healing, or, to
see it from the human perspective, unless we
are talking about prayer and spiritual
direction and the acceptance of divine grace,
there is no cure for sin.

As far as the propensity is concerned,
it is a wrongness and a poverty that you will
always have with you, on this side of the
grave and your final purification.

Sin tarnishes the image of God within
us. Serious sin, if we persist, makes us like
hunchbacks and cripples. Yet the more fully
we give ourselves to it, the less likely we are
to notice the deformation. We become like
Narcissus, gazing into the pool and falling
hopelessly in love with his own

reflection. With this distinction: Narcissus
was beautiful, and we are not.

We say, “How good it is to be just the
way we are! It is good to be a cripple, good
to have a bent torso and brittle bones.” Or
we gaze, in a macabre way, on our sores,
picking at them, absorbed in them, turning
the pain into a perverse pleasure.

Yet to be healed, we must break
free. The Pharisees, as Jesus suggests,
turned their giving into a stage for self-
display, and thus was their superficial
generosity warped and made into a
ravenous taking, rousing in those who
beheld them not gratitude but envy. It
was not better for them to give than to
receive, because they wanted the left hand of
everybody to see what their right hand was
doing.

The widow who gave her small coin
to the temple treasury could do so
by forgetting herself. She gave from her
very life, says Jesus. Nor was there any
great display, for what she gave, in the
world’s eye, was so little. And by her
giving, she became, in reality, greater than
all the other donors. She increased by
decrease; she multiplied by self-surrender.

There is the key to such happiness as is
available to us in this world. If you grit your
teeth and determine to be happy, you will
never be. If you poke at your sores, they
will never heal. If you say, “Because I'm
sick, others must tend to me,” you will never
be well.

But if you lose yourself for the sake of
Christ, you gain in the very losing, as he
who gives in the pure spirit of giving
becomes like the Creator who made all
things, not because he needed them, but in
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an act of pure overflowing grace. Charity
conquers all.

“But at least a teacher who presses
children to talk about the things they are
suffering is giving of herself,” you may
say. Maybe yes, maybe no, if | must judge
by intentions; but the results are generally
poor, regardless of intentions. Sometimes
the intentions are bad. Some people seek
attention by preying upon the weakness of
others, setting themselves up as their
healers, winning an unhealthy allegiance at
the cost of worsening the disease.

But unless we have an urgent case that
requires, say, the intervention of the police,
the best thing for a well-intended teacher to
do is to turn the child’s eyes toward other
people and other things, and to forget
himself. This she can do by giving him the
sense that he is needed; by providing him
with an opportunity to give to others.

Such “therapy” can be like not letting
your left hand know what your right hand is
doing: quiet, unassuming, tactful.

Then we come to the heart of what it
is to be a school. Josef Pieper reminds us

Anthony Esolen

that the meaning of schola is not work, but
leisure, and that leisure is for celebration, for
gratitude, for the liberty of saying to all
things in the world, “How good it is that you
exist!” Itis arecess from the daily grind.

Therefore, it is contrary to the essence
of school to import into it all the obsessions
and miseries of the world roundabout. You
cannot really be free to think about the
common good when everyone is shouting at
each other, you cannot read a love poem if
you are huddled in a shell of self-regard,
feeling your sores, and you cannot face the
world in a spirit of giving unless you cease
to face yourself.

It will not do to say that you must be
cured first, since this giving, this liberation
of the self from the self, enabling it to grow
in stature and wisdom before God and man,
is the very cure you need.

| believe we know this. Charity is not
a vampire. “Come,” you say to a couple of
children, making sure that the troubled one
is among them, “I need your strong arms to
help me move the bleachers.” There, the
opportunity to grow by giving; to remember
the shoulder and forget the sore; to be with
others in a job well done.
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Where Should Children First Learn How To Pray?

Should children first learn how to pray in religion class? Or should the priest be the
first person to teach a child how to pray? What about parents?

For nearly all subjects taught in public and
private schools, it is the teacher who has
become the primary educator.

Parents no longer have to worry about
teaching their kids math, or even how to
read. They will be taught that at daycare or
during pre-school and eventually when they
are enrolled in grade school.

What about prayer?

If teachers have become the primary
educators of children, then should children
first learn how to pray from their religion
teacher? Or should a priest be the first one to
instruct them in prayer?

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church explains that it should be

the family who are the primary educators
when it comes to prayer:

The Christian family is the first place of
education in prayer. Based on the
sacrament of marriage, the family is the
“domestic church” where God’s children

Philip Kosloski

learn to pray “as the Church” and to
persevere in prayer. For young children in
particular, daily family prayer is the first
witness of the Church’s living memory as
awakened patiently by the Holy Spirit.
CCC 2685

The Church firmly believes that parents
should not wait until their children are
sent to Catholic school or parish religious
education before they learn how to pray.

Prayer should be a central pillar of the
family, and part of a child’s daily routine at
home.

Children learn best by example and will
learn about prayer during a family’s daily
prayer time.

If there is no prayer in the home, it is
unlikely that the children will ever fully
integrate prayer into their own lives.

As Venerable Patrick Peyton would say,
“The family that prays together stays
together.”
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A Record Percentage Of Young Adults Will Never Marry, Study Shows

A new study claims one-in-three young
adults in the United States will never marry.

Writing for the Institute for Family Studies
(IFS), Lyman Stone says these are close to
the lowest levels ever observed for marriage
rates.

“Many commentators will blame these
declines on the increased delay in marriage.
While there’s some truth to this, the situation
is extreme at higher ages, t00,” he writes.

“For instance, only about 60 percent of 35-
year-old men are ever-married today, down
from 90 percent in 1980. This trend also
suggests that a growing share of Americans
will not get married before their healthiest
years are long past them,” he continues.
Stone is a Research Fellow at the Institute
for Family Studies and Chief Information
Officer of the population research firm
Demographic Intelligence.

He says it is striking that just 20 percent of
25-year-old women and 23 percent of 25-
year-old men have ever married today.

“In 1967, about 85 percent of 25-year-old
women had ever married, along with 75
percent of 25-year-old men. This was the
height of the Baby Boom years,” Stone
writes.

However, he points out that these marriages
also ended up having the highest divorce
rates observed in American history.

Stone also notes those Baby Boomer rates
were also unusual: In 1920, he says just 70
percent of 25-year-old women and 50
percent of 25-year-old men had ever been
married.

“There’s no reason to suppose young-adult
marriage rates ever could have, or even
should have, remained at Baby Boom-era
levels,” he writes.

He says many commentators will blame the
current declines on the increased delay in
marriage.

“While there’s some truth to this, the
situation is extreme at higher ages, too. As
the figure below shows, ever-married shares
today are at historic lows for 35-year-old
and 45-year-old men and women,” Stone
says.

He claims this will have dramatic
consequences for American society.

“It points to long-term fertility declines
being hard to prevent, since marriage is a
major factor shaping fertility behavior.
These trends may also result in a whole slew
of adverse outcomes as people age,
including increased loneliness and
isolation,” he continues.

“The benefits of marriage for individuals
and society are considerable, and thus the
costs of falling marriage are, too,” Stone
says.

Speaking to Crux, the author said marriage
is “an honorable estate to which many
people are called.”

“There’s no reason to believe we are
entering a period of dramatically increased
chastity or celibacy, and so declining
marriage is obviously concerning for
churches since it suggests a greater share of
people in our society will be confronted by




life experiences that may not square well by religious leaders in fact matter for
with Church teachings,” he said. behavior,” he told Crux.

Stone said one thing churches can do to “Aside from setting up programs, Church

answer the current marriage decline is to leaders should unambiguously exhort people

“speak clearly.” to pursue marriage if they are not actively
pursuing celibate vocations,” Stone said.

“There is a growing body of evidence

suggesting that public exhortative statements

Charles Collins
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Our Unhappy Youth

Many young people appear to have fallen into the most antihuman way of life
that any civilization has ever settled into.

Young people, we are told, and we have
eyes to see it, are unhappy. Those in the
pharmaceutical industry are aware of the
vein of gold that depression has opened up,
with ordinary and unhappy people plying the
pickax. That shouldn’t surprise any sensible
Christian, who ought to know where some
measure of earthly happiness is to be found,
even for those who do not know Christ.

For all we have to do is to tweak the question
a little, to see what the young are
confronting. Instead of asking why they are
unhappy, we might ask why they aren’t
happy, which might in turn lead us to

ask what they have to be happy about. That
might reveal to us in all its drabness what
appears to be the most antihuman way of life
that any civilization has ever settled into:
becalmed without rest, somber without
sobriety, abstracted without thought,
licentious without even the animal vigor of
license; ever shouting, but without good
cheer.

When | was a lonely young fellow, the
outdoors was a comfort to me, even in the
coldest days of winter, when | would go into
the woods with my dog and tramp along the
old mine trails, thinking, and here and there
seeing the traces of deer or rabbits on the
frozen snow. In the summer, though,
everyone was outdoors all the time, to play
baseball or many another game; and it is
impossible not to forget what you think your
troubles are when you are on the mound with
two outs and a one-run lead. The action is
good for the body, and the play is good for
the soul.

But our young people are not outdoors doing
those things. Pass by a playground and it will

usually be empty. School has seen to that, as
it has devoured more and more of the child’s
day, and mass entertainment and antisocial
media bid fair to shut the doors to the outer
world and seal them tight.

I could and did play those games because
there were plenty of other young people in
our neighborhood to make them possible—
and not only possible but almost impossible
not to do. But fewer children in the home
mean fewer in the neighborhood. We might
say there is a critical un-mass, a sinking
point, below which such an ordinary thing as
a pickup ballgame becomes a thing of the
past, like other social activities, such as
weekly dances, regular concerts at the
bandstand, town parades on the Fourth of
July, and so on.

And why are those social events not
everywhere we turn, so that you would have
to go out of your way not to participate?
What Jane Jacobs said about children and
neighborhoods in The Death and Life of
Great American Cities, and what Jacob Riis
long before noted about the youthful vigor of
life in the very same New York slums he
wished to clean up and reform, applies here
also, because it touches upon the
mainsprings of human sociality. Children
bring people together who would otherwise
keep apart.

People’s interests can range all over the
place, as also their education and their
experiences, so that the stockbroker who
reads Tolstoy—assuming that there still are
such rare beasts—may have little to say to
the road worker who has never heard of him;
though in our time those attributes may well
be reversed, since schools and colleges do




their best to make reading War and
Peace inconceivable. In any case, when
children are about, no one ever lacks for
something to say.

We have all been children; we remember
what we used to do; we can be brought into
friendship, or at least an amiable
acquaintance, by their being playfellows. But
if that is not happening, then every house is
like the Cyclops’ cave, whose inmates have
somewhat better table manners than
Polyphemus did, and the wisdom of John
Donne is inverted, for every man is an island
unto himself. Do not ask for whom the bell
tolls, for nobody gives a damn.

If children have their families at least, a
mother and a father and maybe a sibling or
two, that would be something, but consider
how often it is not so. | am not only thinking
of the wreckage that divorce causes to their
already too fragile worlds, or even that so
many of them grow up without a father in
the home. This attenuation or evisceration of
family life has its counterpart outside of the
home; because for the first time in the
history and the prehistory of man, children
are likely to spend most of their waking
hours in the company of people who do not
love them and who, after a short time, may
not even remember their names.

Day care is, at best, an economically
unavoidable piece of inhumanity, but what it
does is plant in the child’s mind the
expectation that most human interchanges
are going to be straitly regulated and
superficial. Then there are the long bus rides
to school, having replaced the more human
activity of walking, somewhat at leisure,
with the opportunity of stopping here or
there to pick up a drink at the grocery store,
to play in the park, or to check in at the
barber’s for a haircut—all of which are
things I did when | was that same shy boy of
few words.

And then—school itself. If you got a dozen
child-haters together for the task, | doubt
they could plan a (legal) form of instruction
more dispiriting and more aloof to the nature
and the needs of children than what is on
offer at the over-large and necessarily
anonymous American public school. In any
institution of a thousand persons, most of the
people you pass by will neither know nor
care to know who you are.

And when you enter the classroom, what are
you taught? To despise your country, and to
feel proud to despise it; if you are male, to
despise your own sex, or to be thought
hateful if you do not; to reject the past as
benighted, and thereby to cut yourself off
from your cultural heritage; to sneer at your
parents’ religious faith, if they have any.
There is no mirth and no innocent wonder in
what you are given to read, but rather,
political preachiness, crudity, vulgarity, and
the weary sophistication of people who
believe in nothing but believing in nothing,
unless it is the latest political or sexual fad,
twisted round with resentment, insecurity,
and anger.

When you are not in school, what then?
Mass entertainment? It is notable for its
grimness, darkness, and noise. Well, can
boys and girls at least fall in love? Not if
they have learned their lessons. Girls are
taught that boys are violent, dirty, and stupid;
boys then find the girls to be suspicious,
smug, and fickle. In any case, falling in love
is presented as something at best unwise, at
worst ridiculous: ambition comes first, and
nothing should get in its way. But ambition,
for what? A well-paying job? For what?
Who has ever been made happy by
ambition? Who has wept for joy at a
paycheck, without anybody to spend the
money for?

But though they may not fall in love, that
doesn’t mean they have no sexual




experiences. They do. Their souls are burnt
with the impersonality of porn; or they
engage in the “hookup,” staving off
loneliness by what will bring more of the
same, and worse; or they and their partners
act as if they were married without being
married, which produces, in the main, a
series of emotional train wrecks, the worst
conceivable way of preparing for marriage.
And if a child is conceived, there is a good
chance it will end up dead.

One source of ordinary human happiness
after another has been spoiled for them. Then
we come to the summit of life, the joy of the
worship of God. Nothing in the school
encourages it. Mass entertainment slanders

Anthony Esolen
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it. If you attend a church service, you will
see the same kind of sag in the ceremonies
and the festivities that you see in social life,
or rather, unsocial life: not many children,
people dressed as if for the half-hearted,
sermons that do not attempt to pierce
through to the heart’s inner sanctum because,
to be honest, who now has one of those?

God alone can satisfy the human heart. So,
we have to shrink the heart and harden its
shell, that it may appear that something else
can satisfy it; something small, something
dull.

Not much to sing about, and in fact almost
nobody sings.
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The Irreplaceable Role Of Fathers

The modern world has declared that children not only do not need a father or
to be fathered but that a woman or multiple women can be a substitute for a father.

It has been three years since the President
of the United States said the following:
“There’s not a single thing a man can do that
a woman can’t do as well or better. Not a
single thing.” This was surely to many, of
course, one of the most triumphant
statements by a man on the role of women
since Percy Shelley went about condemning
monogamy and chastity to the fate of
Ozymandias (“boundless and bare / The lone
and level sands stretch far away”).

As much as there is fun in the debate over
whether art imitates life or life imitates art
(especially after quoting an artist like
Shelley), in this case we have a clear case of
art (words) imitating life (the loss of men as
men). For there is most certainly one
archetypal thing that men not only can do
better than women but exclusively can do. It
is something that is lacking to the point of
serious trouble (an understatement), the
absence of which has reached the status of a
pandemic. It is something as necessary for
the soul and well-being of a child as food,
water, and shelter to the body:

Father.

I don’t mean the noun—though that is
certainly true; obviously only men can be a
father. I mean the verb, the actions stemming
from the call to arms and charity that earn
men the honor of being called Daddy. The
modern world has declared that children not
only do not need a father (or a mother, for
that matter) or to be fathered (or mothered)
but that a woman or multiple women can be
a substitute for a father. The statistical
effect that the abandonment of fathers has on
children—and those same children’s

mothers—of course bears out the opposite
and doesn’t need repeating here.

But there is a larger truth at play that the
world must awaken to, and perhaps there are
signs that it is awakening. This truth was
brilliantly expressed by C.S. Lewis in The
Abolition of Man: “Human nature will be the
last part of nature to surrender to men.”

We can conquer the skies with airplanes,
infections with penicillin, the structure of the
atom with nuclear fission and fusion, and the
limits of time and space with the internet, to
name a few. But what about the need for
joy? Not even Huxley’s soma could bridge
the gap between man’s existential ache and
the yearning for happiness and fulfillment.

And what of meaning and purpose and
community? If any attempt could be made to
conjure an artificial answer, it might be the
unqualified devotion given over to Orwell’s
Big Brother and Oceania, but we know how
that turns out. (Even Mary

Shelley’s Frankenstein monster never got
the answer to the purpose of his existence
that he so desperately craved!)

The irreplaceable role that fathers play in
the joy of children, their confidence in
accepting an identity, and their moral
formation is brilliantly brought to the fore by
Fr. Dave Pivonka, Dr. Bob Schuchts, and
others in My father’s Father, a new
docuseries directed by Dan Johnson and
streaming for free on Wild Goose TV. There
IS no person, no matter the circumstances of
their parents (married, unmarried, old,
young, poor, rich, etc.) who is perfectly
detached from the gaze and influence of their
father; it is an anthropological bridge
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superglued into the human psyche and as
inerasable as truth itself.

Though_many have attempted some kind of
emasculation of God (though, to make a
different point, He transcends “male” and
“female” as the source of them both) in
modern times, it is worth serious reflection
by every Christian why Jesus’ prime
revelation of God is not that He is
Omnipotent, Powerful, Friend, Mighty,
Eternal, Creator, Conqueror, or Big, but
something more intimate and

personal: Father. Not only the Father of the
Son of God, but in relation to us as
individuals, He is Father, a title given by
Christ to God over 100 times in John’s
Gospel alone.

Nearly 2,000 years later, the reality of God’s
Fatherhood is more necessary, perhaps, than

Philip Martin

it has ever been. Every person has father
wounds, no matter how great your father
was. If he was imperfect, he left wounds by
his words and actions (or lack thereof); if he
was, for all intents and purposes, perfect, he
set a nearly impossible standard that you
probably never felt you could live up to.

But if he was there, if he tried, count your
blessings; if he worked hard with you in
mind, offer up a prayer of thanksgiving. The
cracks, the wounds, whether great or small,
are not only a part of the human nature that
Lewis warned would never surrender—they
are necessary; after all, the most compelling
impetus toward accepting the greater identity
as a beloved son or daughter of God is to see
that only He, as Father, can fill in the cracks
with His Living Water.
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1,000 Christian Youth Walk The Via Dolorosa In Jerusalem For Peace

On Friday, Feb. 23, a large group of young
people brought life to the streets of
Jerusalem for the first time since the
outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war last
October. About a thousand children and
youth from Christian schools walked the Via
Dolorosa in the Old City offering prayers for
peace, leaving a trail of hope in their wake.

The initiative, titled “The Way of the
Cross... A Way of Peace,” was organized by
the Custody of the Holy Land and involved
12 institutions, including two schools of the
Anglican Church and the school of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, as well as
various Catholic groups. Father Francesco
Patton, the custos of the Holy Land, and the
apostolic delegate to Jerusalem, Father
Adolfo Tito Yllana, were also present.

The Way of the Cross began at the Church
of the Flagellation and concluded at the
Church of St. Savior. The first eight stations
took place along the traditional route of the
Via Dolorosa. At each station, after the
reading of Scripture and prayer, two
children released a pair of doves, a visible
sign of the prayer for peace and freedom
lifted up by the youngest participants.

“Every year, we organize a Via Crucis with
the students from the schools,” Father
Ibrahim Faltas, vicar of the Custody of the
Holy Land and director of the Terra Sancta
Schools, explained to CNA. Last year, the
event had a particular resonance: The
students wore red scarves — the color of
blood — with the image of the vandalized
statue of Jesus, which had been desecrated
just a few weeks earlier within the premises
of the Flagellation complex.

The broken and defaced statue has never
been restored and has become a symbol of
the suffering Jesus. This year, too, the first
station of the Via Crucis was held around
that statue.

“For the scarves, we chose white, the color
of peace,” Faltas said. “The inscriptions ‘Da
nobis pacem Domine’ and ‘Grant us peace’
form a cross on the fabric. We also printed a
dove holding an olive branch in its beak, the
symbol of peace.”

Faltas emphasized the importance of
freedom of worship in light of recent reports
suggesting that the Israeli government might
consider restricting access to the Esplanade
of Mosques/Temple Mount during the
month of Ramadan.

“Jerusalem must be open to everyone; that is
its nature. People cannot be prevented from
going to pray, at any age. Everyone has the
right to pray in their places of worship. If
during Ramadan people cannot reach the
mosques, it would be a significant problem,”
he said.

Stations 9 through 14 took place in the
Franciscan Church of St. Savior and at the
end of the Way of the Cross, the custos of
the Holy Land delivered a brief meditation
on the gift of Jesus, who gave his life for all
humanity — even for those who persecuted
him.

“Let’s ask him for the grace to keep our
hearts free from hatred and the desire for
revenge against those who harm us. Let’s
ask for the grace that all walls built of
enmity and hatred be demolished. Let’s ask
Jesus, who stretched out his arms between
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heaven and earth, to help us today in
building a bridge of peace through our
commitment to peace and reconciliation in
the Holy Land and throughout the world,”
Patton said.

After the recitation of the “Simple Prayer”
attributed to St. Francis, the Apostolic
Delegate to Jerusalem, Father Adolfo Tito

Marinella Bandini

Yllana, bestowed the final blessing with the
relic of the holy cross.

After the event, the custos spoke to
journalists who were present for the event,
where he commented on the children’s
participation.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256915/1000-christian-youth-walk-the-via-dolorosa-

in-jerusalem-for-peace
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A Landmark Finnish Study Is Changing How We
Approach Transgender Kids

The movement backing gender-transition
treatment for children is built on the claim
that pediatric medical interventions are not
only “medically necessary” — but truly “life
saving.”

However, no researchers have ever tried to
figure out whether this claim is true.

Until now.

A major new study out of Finland found that
providing cross-sex hormones and gender-
transition surgeries to adolescents and young
adults didn’t appear to have any significant
effect on suicide deaths.

What’s more, gender distress severe enough
to send young people to a gender clinic
wasn’t independently linked to a higher
suicide death rate either.

What was independently tied to a greater
chance of suicide in young adults?

A high number of appointments with mental-
health specialists; in other words, severe
mental health challenges.

And so, the researchers concluded two
things: One, that suicide deaths were higher,
but still rare in gender-distressed young
people.

And two, that this group’s higher suicide rate
was tied to the fact that they had a higher rate
of severe psychiatric problems, not to their
gender distress.

What these young people need most urgently,
the study authors concluded, is
comprehensive mental health care — and not

necessarily controversial medical
interventions.

This study gets to the heart of a fierce debate:
Whether trans-identified youths’ high rate

of mental health problems is mostly caused
by society’s harsh judgment of trans people.

Or whether, as many skeptics argue, at least
some young people might identify as trans as
a way of dealing with mental health issues
that are not driven by gender identity.

Erica Anderson, a trans woman, psychologist
and the former head of USPATH, part of the
trans-medicine association WPATH, said the
new Finnish study is “going to make a big
splash.”

She frowned upon a reportedly common
question gender clinics ask of on-the-fence
parents: “Would you rather have a living son
or dead daughter?”

“It is most unethical to say that kind of thing
to parents,” said Dr. Riittakerttu Kaltiala,
leader of the new study, published Feb. 17,
and top adolescent psychiatrist at Finland’s
Tampere University Hospital. “It’s not based
on facts.”

Dr. Marci Bowers, a gender-affirmation
surgeon and president of WPATH,

said: “Suicide is and has always been a poor
way of measuring the efficacy of gender
affirming care. Sometimes this has been put
up as a reason to justify gender affirming
care, saying that patients have higher levels
of suicidal ideation, and all that’s true. But
that isn’t then the measure of the
effectiveness of gender-affirming care. As far
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as I’'m concerned, that ship is sailed. It is
overwhelmingly efficacious.”

Dr. Kaltiala’s research findings fly in the face
of a vast and powerful coalition of supporters
of gender-transition treatment for young
people, who all claim it is life saving —
including WPATH, major U.S. medical
societies like the American Academy of
Pediatrics, the ACLU, and LGBTQ groups
like GLAAD and the Human Rights

Campaign.

Dr. Kaltiala was once herself a supporter of
gender-transition treatment for adolescents.

She launched one of Finland’s first pediatric
gender clinics in 2011, but soon

started having doubt

Since then, multiple teams of

researchers have systematically reviewed the
available studies about gender-transition
medicine for kids.

They all found the science subpar and
uncertain.

For her new study, Dr. Kaltiala’s team relied
on Finland’s nationalized health records.

They examined records on all 2,083 people
who had their first visit to either of the
nation’s two gender clinics at age 22 or
younger—at 18 on average and as young as
eight—from 1996 to 2019.

These researchers put together a comparison
group of nearly 17,000 Finns. This included
eight people for each gender-distressed
person, matched to their age and birthplace.

There was an average of nearly 7 years of
health information on each person, through
June 2022.

Thirty-eight percent of the gender-distressed
youths went on cross-sex hormones or
received gender-transition surgeries.

Many started this treatment before age 18,
Dr. Kaltiala said.

There were 55 deaths.

Twenty were suicides, including 7, or 0.3
percent, of the gender-distressed youths and
0.1 percent of the comparison group.

The findings that neither going to a gender
clinic nor undergoing gender-transition
treatment was tied to an independent
significant difference in the suicide rate built
on a 2023 study by Dr. Kaltiala.

That paper showed that after people received
gender-transition treatment, they didn’t then
see psychiatric specialists any less often.

This suggested that the treatment didn’t
improve their mental health.

“We must not think that gender-reassignment
alone is all the help that they need,” Dr.
Kaltiala said of gender-distressed youths.

Paul Garcia-Ryan, president of Therapy First,
which calls for counseling as the priority
treatment for youth gender distress, pointed
to guidelines that say journalists and doctors
shouldn’t oversimplify suicide or say it’s an
expected response to any one factor.

Doing so, Mr. Garcia-Ryan said, might
actually cause “or worsen suicidal thoughts
in vulnerable young people.”

It remains to be seen whether supporters of
access to gender-transition medicine for teens
will take the Finnish study’s findings to heart.
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GLAAD, for one, has claimed that the
“science is settled” regarding the benefits of
such treatment.

But the science is complex and ever-
evolving.

Benjamin Ryan

Groundbreaking and data-driven, these
Finnish studies strongly suggest that the time
has come to move away from claims that
medical interventions are life saving for
young people and increase the support for
mental health care instead.

https://nypost.com/2024/02/24/opinion/a-finnish-study-is-changing-how-we-approach-trans-kids
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The Great Tudor Bible Myth

When it comes to state violence, official
justifications have always been paramount.
Throughout history, savvy administrations
have paid close attention to their messaging
around the use of force and how it is
perceived. This is not a modern
phenomenon. William the Conqueror went
to great lengths to dress up his invasion of
Britain as a righteous act to punish a
perjurer.

And so it was with the Tudor Reformation —
a violent act that required an explanation.

King Henry VIII was short of money. And
he urgently needed a new wife. The English
Church had money, and the Pope was
blocking his annulment. So it was a simple
calculation: crush the infrastructure of the
Church in England and appropriate its
money. He was, though, rightly aware that
this would not look very good. Only 12
years earlier, Pope Leo X had awarded him
the title “Defender of the Faith” for his
valiant support of the Church.

His course of action was, he knew, rather
mercenary and lacking in a higher purpose,
so his administration duly came up with a
suitable story: he was — by the grace of God
— saving the country.

The history books therefore dutifully tell us
that Henry passed the Act in Restraint of
Appeals in 1533, and the country was
grateful to be free of the “dead hand” of
Rome. Thus liberated, and buoyed up with a
unique and divine potential, plucky England
went on to become a green and pleasant
land, discover the New World, pioneer the
Industrial Revolution and bring

enlightenment to swathes of the gloomy
globe.

It will come as no surprise that this version
of events is a bit simplistic in its rush to
drown Henry in adulation.

For starters, setting up a new Church could
not be achieved by a single Act of
Parliament, like Lord Chesterfield’s
calendar change of 1752. To rip up and
replace an entire country’s millennium-old
religion took the reigns of Henry, Edward
and Elizabeth, with aftershocks that spilled
across subsequent centuries including the
Civil War and beyond. Like most religious
wars, it was intensely emotional and violent.

The overwhelming majority of the three to
four million people of England and Wales
watched on with disbelief and anger. They
marched in protest. And they died in large
numbers to protect the way of life of their
ancestors. It took generations for their
despair to turn to resignation and
acceptance. And as they lost the will to
fight, the official Tudor version of events
became the received history. Henry and
Elizabeth were cast as the saviours of
England.

The Tudors and their supporters gave many
justifications for the changes, including
doctrinal, sacramental and liturgical beliefs.
But one that remains prominent in the
modern mind, and continues to be repeated
(not least in Wolf Hall) is that the Church
controlled the people by refusing to give
them the Bible and religious instruction in
English.




Hogwash: there had been Scripture in
English for centuries. In fact, translating the
different books of the Bible into dozens of
different languages had been going on since
the earliest times, before the canon of the
Bible was even settled.

The books we call the Old Testament (more
or less the Jewish Tanakh) were mostly
written in Hebrew, with some Aramaic and
Greek. As early as the 1st century BC,
Jewish scholars in Alexandria wanted to
make Scripture more accessible, as Hebrew
was no longer a living language. They
therefore set about translating it into Greek,
which was the everyday language of much
of the Roman empire. Tradition says that 70
of them worked on the task, so their work is
called the Septuagint (from septuaginta, 70),
or the LXX for short.

Once the early Church had added the New
Testament and some years had gone by, a

fresh problem arose. The New Testament
was in Greek, but there were many in the
empire whose first language was now Latin.
Enter St Jerome, whose fame rests largely
on his monumental effort to translate it all
into Latin, and bring it to the people.

There were a number of Latin versions
already circulating — known as the Vetus
Latina — but they were of varying quality
and consistency, and often translated from
the Septuagint. With the thoroughness of a
born scholar, Jerome returned to the original
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts, and
translated the entire Bible directly from the
sources.

The result was the Vulgate (the Editio
Vulgata), which was a coherent rendering of
the Old and New Testaments into the
popular language of the day. Eventually it
replaced the Vetus Latina, although not
entirely, as some of the older language
survives in places. For example, in the
liturgy: gloria in excelsis deo et in terra pax
hominibus bonae voluntatis. (The Vulgate
has gloria in altissimis deo et in terra pax in
hominibus bonae voluntatis.)

When the Roman Empire fell in AD 476, the
early medieval world inherited the Greek
Septuagint (Old Testament only) and the
Latin Vulgate as the standard Bible texts.

But languages are forever evolving. As the
centuries passed, Latin was itself buried
under the emerging Romance and Germanic
languages, and the age-old problem of
intelligibility returned. As before, translators
got to work in a slew of medieval languages,
and the Church was largely happy with the
process. This was even explicitly confirmed.
For instance, in 813, the Council of Tours
approved and encouraged vernacular
translations and homilies to aid
understanding.

Over in England, the Anglo-Saxon period
was exceptionally rich in translations. In the
late 600s, Caedmon translated the Creation
story into a prose poem in the Northumbrian
dialect. At the same time, Bishop Aldhelm
of Sherborne translated the Psalms into Old
English. A little later, around 700-725, the
“Vespasian” Psalter from southern England




was glossed with an Old English translation.
At the same time, the Venerable Bede
translated the Gospel of John and other
Gospel texts into Old English. And the
following century, King Alfred
commissioned translations of the Ten
Commandments and laws from Exodus, and
had them circulated.

An excellent example of an Old English
translation appears in perhaps the most
famous medieval manuscript in the English-
speaking world: the Lindisfarne Gospels
(692-721). Underneath the exquisitely
decorated Latin text, you can see, in red ink,
an Old English translation of the Gospels
added around 970. This is, in fact, the oldest

surviving text of the Gospels in Old English.

Only around 20 years later, southern
England produced the famous Wessex (or
West Saxon) Gospels, which were entirely
in Old English. Try this:

Feeder ure pu pe eart on heofonum, si pin
nama gehalgod. To becume pin rice,
gewurpe din willa, on eordan swa swa on
heofonum. Urne gedeeghwamlican hlaf syle
us todaeg, and forgyf us ure gyltas, swa swa
we forgyfad urum gyltendum. And ne gelad
bu us on costnunge, ac alys us of yfele.

After the Norman Conguest, translations
thrived in England, just as they did all over
Europe: in France, Italy, Iberia, Germany
and even the Crusader states. Some of these
texts are invaluable for information about
the evolution of language. For example, in
England, Eadwine brought out his
Psalterium Triplex, which rendered the
Psalter in Latin, Old English and Anglo
Norman.

As Old English (which used to be called
Anglo-Saxon) evolved into the Middle
English of Chaucer, Richard Rolle translated
all the Psalms into English (1337-49) in a
version which was widely read and copied.

The problems mainly arose when translators
altered the accepted meanings of the texts.
For instance, Pope Innocent 111 saw no
problem with the use of translations in Metz,
but he was concerned about errors in
teaching. Likewise, the Wycliffe Bible
(1382-95) of the Lollards was condemned
for its content, not for the fact that it was in
English.

Thomas Arundel, the archbishop of
Canterbury, confirmed in 1409 that
translations were permitted, but said that
they had to be approved by the diocese for
accuracy. This may have made translations
slower to appear, but it was hardly an
attempt to deny the importance of Scripture.
There was nothing even approaching a
blanket prohibition.

The history of translation in Catholic Europe
demonstrates that the Church encouraged
Bible reading. Vernacular Bibles were
continuously produced in French (including
Anglo-Norman) from the 13th century
onwards. The 15th and 16th centuries saw
notable vernacular Bibles in French, Italian,
Spanish, Dutch, Danish, Swedish,
Hungarian, Welsh, and a host of other
languages.




Scripture was not the only kind of reading
which provided Catholics with spiritual
nourishment. There was, in addition, a
burgeoning trade in other religious and
devotional texts in vernacular languages. In
England, this trade became intensely vibrant
in the century-and-a-half leading up to the
Reformation.

For instance, in 1395, the mystic Julian of
Norwich published her Revelations of
Divine Love, which is remarkable not only
as a work of profound spiritual reflection,
but also as the first book in English written
by a woman.

Not long after, around 1436, the excitable
Margery Kempe published her Book of
Margery Kempe — perhaps the first
autobiography in English — in which she
details her 14 children, pilgrimages to
Jerusalem, Santiago, Italy and Germany,
religious ecstasies and devotions, as well as
some colourful period expressions: “Thou
wost no more what thou blaberest than
Balamis asse.” Amazingly, her work was
known only by a couple of excerpts until
1930, when a full copy was found in a
cupboard.

Books in English about liturgy and
spirituality had, in fact, been around for a
long while. For instance, in 1150-80, an
English monk named Orm, most likely
based at Bourne Abbey in Lincolnshire,
wrote the Ormulum in Middle English,
summarising the cycle of Bible readings for
Mass throughout the year, with a short
homily on each.

After Margery Kempe, by the late 1400s and
early 1500s devotional books were the
bestsellers of the day, and this was largely
down to one man: Wynkyn de Worde. As
the blue plaque to him at London’s
Stationer’s Hall reads: “Father of Fleet

Street, first set up his press by Shoe Lane
near this Hall circa 1500.”

It is not clear whether de Worde was
William Caxton’s apprentice, but after
Caxton’s death de Worde took over the
press, updated the fonts, added woodcut
illustrations and dragged the business into
the 16th century, pumping out more than
400 books in over 650 editions. The vast
majority were religious, for mass
consumption: books of hours, devotional
texts, prayers, poems, texts of mystery plays
and myriad others. Parishioners read along
in many of these books during church
services, much as they do today. Of the
songs and poems, many have survived, such
as Adam lay i-bowndyn or There is no rose
of swich vertu.

We will never truly know how many
religious texts in English there were before
the Reformation. The Tudors gutted the
monastery libraries. Scriptoria were pulled
down. Books were burned and scattered.
Even Oxford’s great Bodleian Library was
emptied, its contents tossed onto bonfires or
sold off as junk.

When Henry VIII had finished with the
large religious institutions, his son Edward
turned to the parishes, destroying books in
village churches and private collections.
When they were done, what was left was a
fraction of a once great treasure chest of
writing. As the Carmelite prior-turned-
Protestant John Bale noted in 1549: “A great
nombre of them whych purchased those
supertycyous mansyons, resrved of those
lybrarye bokes, some to serve theyr jakes
[ie, used as lavatory paper], some to scoure
candelstyckes, and some to rubbe their
bootes. Some they solde to the grossers and
soapsellers.”




After the Reformation, there was a notable of evidence that medieval England had
flowering of Bible translations — including access to sacred writings in English, French
the Catholic Douai-Reims Bible (1582 and and a carousel of other languages of their
1610), used by the committees of Protestant choosing.
scholars who assembled the euphonious
1611 King James Bible. Dominic Selwood is a historian, author and
barrister. He gained his PhD from Oxford,
Debates over aspects of the Reformation where he won a research scholarship to the
will rage on. But one thing is clear: Sorbonne in Paris and was awarded a
translating Scripture into English was an double first class. He was elected a fellow of
ancient tradition, and — despite the Tudor the Royal Historical Society in 1997.
holocaust of books — there is still a mountain

Dominic Selwood
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Exclusive: Final Vows For World’s 1% Montessori Religious Sister

Dr. Maria Montessori hoped a religious community would be established to carry out her work.
It took 74 years, but at last her dream is realized.

In 1950, world-famous educator Dr. Maria
Montessori wrote of her dream that someday
a religious community would be established
to carry out her work.

It only took 74 years, but at last her dream is
realized. The world’s first-ever religious
community whose primary charism is
Catholic Montessori Education is
established in Bismarck, North Dakota.

Even the name of this community fulfills

Maria Montessori’s wish, as they are called
“Servants of the Children of Light.”

The community is brand new, established a
little more than three years ago. At present,
the community is a Public Association of the
Christian Faithful, looking toward becoming
a religious order. There are two members,
Mother Chiara Thérese and novice Sr. Lucia
Rose.

On the feast of the Epiphany, January 6,
2024, during a special Mass, Mother Chiara
Thérese professed her final vows and Sr.
Lucia Rose received the holy habit of
religion. The Mass was a historic occasion
for Catholic education, Catholic religious
life, and Montessori education.

Besides images of the historic moment,
Aleteia had the chance to learn more about
the Servants of the Children of Light in an
interview with Mother Chiara Thérese. Here
IS our conversation.

What inspired the formation of your
community?

The inspiration of the founding of this new
religious community was the Holy Spirit!
Whenever there is a need that arises in
humanity, the Lord often brings about a new
religious community to answer this need.
We were canonically established on October
1, 2020, in the Diocese of Bismarck, North
Dakota, as a Public Association of the
Christian Faithful, in response to the
universal cry rising up to the Heart of God
to send laborers into the vineyard to serve
Christ in the child. This community was
established after a long period of
discernment with our local Ordinary.

What does your daily work look like?

As a bride of Christ, the primary work and
concern of a religious sister is her
relationship with her Divine Bridegroom.
Therefore, prayer is given a place of
primacy in our community, with the Divine
Office, Rosary, Adoration and Lectio
Divina. Our daily apostolate consists of
work with the children at Christ the King
Catholic Montessori School in Mandan,
North Dakota. We end our day with a time
of fraternity before Compline and Grand
Silence.

How would you describe your service to
Christ in the Child?

Alongside professing the evangelical
counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience,
the Servants of the Children of Light have a
unique fourth vow: to honor Christ in the
Child. This stems from Dr. Maria
Montessori herself.
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As a devout Catholic, her whole method of
education is imbued with Christian
anthropology. She saw in the child a
marvelous new creature, unique and wholly
belonging to his Creator. To separate
Montessori education from its Catholic roots
inhibits the fullness of the method to take
hold not only in the soul of the Montessori
guide (teacher), but also in the soul of the
child.

Montessori education affords the child a
deep respect, allowing him to fully become
who God created him to be. Dr. Montessori
said there is no room in the heart of a
Montessori guide for pride, anger or
impatience. She has set before her the task
of helping the child to construct himself; to
bring forth in him “man fully alive” which
will then give glory to God (in the words of
St. Irenaeus).

As Dr. Montessori said, the Montessori

guide must be both a saint and a scientist.
She must observe the child with a heart full
of awe and wonder, lead the child to the
proper materials in the prepared
environment that will assist in his
development and then purify her soul of
anything that is not of God.

Theresa Civantos Barber

What is the most important thing you
want the world to know about your work
and the Servants of the Children of
Light?

The child today, especially the youngest, is
often misunderstood by society as a whole.
Their place within the social fiber of this
adult-led world inhibits the proper
development and formation of the soul.

Catholic Montessori education desires to
restore to the child that dignity and place
within his family and society. By
understanding in great detail the various
stages of child development, affording the
child freedom with limits and responsibility,
and teaching social graces, Catholic
Montessori education affords a method of
formation that is integral and harmonious.

We, as a religious community, desire to be a
part of this noble work, as Dr. Montessori
said, to assist the child in forming himself
into the man he is to become. We are but
instruments in the hands of Divine
Providence, assisting the Creator in this ever
more urgent task of honoring Him in the
child.

https://aleteia.org/2024/02/19/exclusive-final-vows-for-worlds-first-montessori-religious-sister-

photos/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-

&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240220
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The Family School In Russia

At the behest of the Duma special courses in a new subject, Semjevedenie or 'Introduction to the Family'
were activated. Between the affirmation of values in public and private life and the 'preparation of new
generations of patriots' as opposed to the lifestyles of the West.

2024 in Russia has been proclaimed the
"Year of the Family", which also constitutes
the main rhetorical content of the electoral
programs for yet another presidency of
Vladimir Putin and his valet competitors.

Special courses have therefore been
activated in schools in a new subject,
Semjevedenie or "Introduction to the
family", which for now is still optional,
although many are pushing to make it
compulsory.

The family in Russia remains a rather
uncertain concept, after the long Soviet
decades in which the prevalence of the State
was imposed over any private institution,
including the Church and indeed the family.

This had caused such a disintegration of
relationships that already in 1982, at the end
of the Brezhnevian period, the course on
"Ethics and psychology of family life" had
been introduced in Soviet schools,
suppressed after the end of the USSR and
today effectively reintroduced as signal of
the complete re-Sovietization of the country,
made evident by the murder in the
concentration camp of the last dissident
Aleksej Naval'nyj.

To tell the truth, the Semjevedenie had
already been activated in many regions of
the Federation on an experimental basis,
especially on the initiative of the Orthodox
clergy. From 2021 it was planned as a
"social studies" section, a generic address to
transmit the main "traditional values™ in the
context of public and private life.

Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine
these topics have been relaunched with
particular emphasis in school education, for
the "preparation of new generations of
patriots”. The new version of the program
was decided directly by the Duma
Committee for the defense of the family and
for issues of fatherhood, motherhood and
childhood, presented already last November
by President Nina Ostanina.

The report noted that it is necessary to frame
the family "in the conditions of the time in
which we live", recalling the negative
example of the 1990s, lived under the evil
influence of the West, when "condoms and
contraceptives were distributed in schools".

Today, however, we need to find a way to
"convince girls to keep the fetus, even when
they become pregnant at a premature age"™.
But a survey by the teachers' union shows
that only 6% of teachers say they are in
favor of this approach to the subject.

On social networks, the comments of adults,
starting from the parents of the students,
repeat "leave the school alone, just let them
study”, or "aren't the many conversations
about important things enough? Why do you
want to take this responsibility away from
parents too?”, “then let's also introduce
courses for housework, gardening and work
in the garden, and leave science to the scions
of the ruling caste”, while others recall the
Domostroj, the Ancient Russian etiquette
manual from the early seventeenth century.

The president of the super-patriotic
association of the "Teachers' Alliance™,




Daniil Ken, responds rather that "instead of
manuals, the study of the family must
become a methodological laboratory, based
on informal suggestions and
recommendations”, but in any case in a
mandatory and widespread, from the first
classes to high schools, "paying attention to
the different stages of the development of
girls and boys".

The director of the Institute for the
Development of Education, Irina Abankina,
believes instead that "our current school
system is not able to adequately propose

Vladimir Rozanskij

such a delicate subject", also given the
excessive intensity of "orientation™
programs and courses moral and social”
introduced in recent years.

Curriculums have been modified for history
and social studies, technology lessons are
renamed "work lessons”, perhaps with the
addition of military training and the use of
defense and assault drones. Teachers are
forced to work double shifts, and are often
supported by priests and soldiers; for all
these topics there are competitions,
flashmobs and practical exercises.

https://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-Family-School-in-Russia-60191.html
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“The Child Is Not The Mere Creature Of The State” Redux

A recent Indiana case, involving a Catholic family, could have a chilling effect on long-standing
precedent by egregiously undermining parental rights, especially for people of faith.

Almost a century ago, in 1925’s Pierce v.
Society of Sisters, a dispute from Oregon,
the Supreme Court upheld the rights of non-
public schools to operate and of parents to
have them educated where they chose. In
often quoted language, the Court reasoned
that “[t]he child is not the mere creature of
the state; those who nurture him and direct
his destiny have the right, coupled with the
high duty, to recognize and prepare him for
additional obligations.”

Recently, however, lower courts have
stood Pierce on its ear over the status of
minors, living at home, who identify as
transgender. This has taken place amid a
large increase in the numbers of “trans
youth” and has increasingly put parental
rights at grave risk. For example, Christian
parents in Montana and Indiana lost
custody of their minor children in recent
weeks because their beliefs prevented them
from accepting so-called “transitioning”. In
non-religion-based disagreements, fathers
in New York and California lost custody of
their now eight and five-year-old sons,
respectively, for refusing to consent to
allowing their ex-wives to “transition” their
children or to affirm their “transgender
identity”.

In light of the significant issues that such
disputes present, this column will first
review the facts and litigation in the Indiana
case because the parents appealed to the
Supreme Court to clarify their rights. Then |
will comment on parental rights to direct the
upbringing of their minor children who
identify as transgender.

M.C. and J.C. v. Indiana Department of
Child Services began in 2019 when the then
sixteen-year-old son of Catholic parents,
identified as A.C., left them a note telling
them that he identified as female. The courts
identified the parents, Mary and Jeremy
Cox, as M.C. and J.C. A.C.’s announcement
clashed with his parent’s religious

belief that “that God creates each person as
immutably male or female and that, based
on those beliefs and

scientific evidence, raising their children acc
ording to their biological sex is best for
them.”

Consequently, the Coxes sought therapeutic
counseling for A.C.’s gender dysphoria and
eating disorder.

After state officials

received allegations from unnamed sources
that A.C.’s “Mother was verbally and
emotionally abusing then-sixteen-year-old
Child by using rude and demeaning
language toward Child regarding Child’s
transgender identity,” endangering his
physical and mental condition, a trial court
intervened. The court declared that although
the parents were fit, A.C. was a “Child in
Need of Supervision” who had to be
removed from the family home. The judge
placed A.C. in a setting that affirmed his
gender identity, because of the unfounded
belief that the parents could not provide a
safe home, ordering them not to discuss
A.C.’s transgender identity during their
supervised visits and to refer to him by his
preferred pronouns. Although A.C. later
admitted that the accusations were untrue,
the appellate court repeated them in denying
the Cox’s request to regain custody of their
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child. The Supreme Court of Indiana chose
not to intervene.

The brief of the Coxes’ attorney described
the issues before the United States Supreme
Court as:

(1) Whether a prior restraint barring a
religious parent’s speech about the topic of
sex and gender with their child while
allowing and even requiring speech on the
same topic from a different viewpoint
violates the free speech or free exercise
clauses of the First Amendment; and (2)
whether a trial court’s order removing a
child from fit parents without a
particularized finding of neglect or abuse
violates their right to the care, custody, and
control of their child under the 14th
Amendment.

In other words, the parents seek clarification
over whether state officials violated their
First Amendment rights to freedom of
religion and speech by preventing them from
speaking about their beliefs regarding their
minor child’s sexuality. The parents are also
questioning whether these officials
transgressed the rights of which

the Pierce Court wrote so eloguently.

Among the briefs supporting the Coxes is
one filed on behalf of Abigail Martinez, a
mother in California whose nineteen-year-
old daughter committed suicide after public
officials removed her from her home,
granting her only one-hour visitations.
Additionally, officials subjected the young
woman to gender-transition treatments
without maternal consent. In light of her
tragic experience, Ms. Martinez’s brief
urges the Supreme Court to accept M.C. and
J.C. “to consider the consequences of its
decision for the family of M.C. and J.C.,
especially their child A.C., and for families

around the country who face similar
situations.”

A possible issue before the Supreme Court
is whether or not M.C. and J.C. is moot
because A.C. is now over twenty-one and
presumably no longer in parental custody.
Even though A.C. is now emancipated, the
Justices should accept M.C. and

J.C. because it presents a timely dispute on
an important issue that is “capable of
repetition yet evading review” given the
lack of clarity over parental rights in similar
litigation.

M.C. and J.C. raises a question going to the
very heart of what it means for parents who
seek to live up to their roles by directing the
upbringing of their minor children living at
home. Specifically, M.C. and J.C. is
important because almost a century after

the Pierce Court recognized what has been
the role of parents since the beginning of
time, some jurists and states seek to override
parental rights by allowing minors to make
unilateral decisions for which they are not
emotionally prepared—and, as evidenced by
the case of Ms. Martinez’s daughter, can
result in tragic consequences.

Evidence in a recent report of the
American College of Pediatricians,
summarizing dozens of studies, suggests
that gender transition procedures for
minors do not improve their mental health.
As such, it is unclear why educational and
other public officials, as well as medical and
psychological professionals, rush to assist
the growing numbers of students seeking to
“surgical and hormonal interventions”.

Further, why are some courts and public
officials so hasty in removing minors from
their homes because of disagreements over
such procedures without parental consent?
After all, students typically cannot accept so
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much as an aspirin from school nurses
without parental approval, let alone get
tattoos, vote, or purchase alcohol or
cigarettes. If minors are fully intent on
“transitioning”, why not just wait until they
are older, when they are (hopefully) more
mature, and living independently? So that
after receiving adequate psychological and
medical advice, they can make more
informed decisions to help them understand
the lifelong ramifications of their actions?

Leaving M.C. and J.C. in place would have

a chilling effect on long-standing precedent
by egregiously undermining parental rights,

Charles J. Russo

especially for people of faith. Should other
courts follow M.C. and J.C., public officials
could act with impunity, usurping parents’
fundamental human and constitutional rights
to direct the upbringing of their minor
children for raising them in manners
consistent with their sincerely held religious
beliefs and best judgments. Hopefully, the
Supreme Court will consider the
incalculable harm M.C. and J.C. will likely
have on untold numbers of parents, students,
and their families by reversing the earlier
judgments, reaffirming parental rights,
thereby restoring some sense to the
judiciary. Because, after all, “the child is not
the mere creature of the state.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/20/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state-

redux/
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Education Initiative Seeks To Bolster Catholic Schools
With ‘Treasury’ Of Church’s Tradition

A K-12 education initiative out of the
Catholic University of America (CUA)
seeks to bolster what its director calls “the
distinctive excellence of Catholic education”
by offering school accreditation and
fostering professional development of
Catholic school leadership around the
country.

The Institute for the Transformation of
Catholic Education (ITCE) was founded at
CUA in October 2021 following several
years of consultation and exploration of how
the university might contribute more to
Catholic education in the United States.

Daryl Hagan, the director of ITCE, told
CNA that one consultant suggested that
CUA “found an institute that would
coordinate the delivery of a variety of
programs and services aimed at
strengthening leadership and instruction in
Catholic schools.”

The institute would do so by “utilizing the
diversity of expertise found across the
departments and units of the university,”
Hagan said.

CUA is home to several hundred full-time
and part-time academic staff. The
university says on its website that the
school “served as the center of Catholic
education in the United States throughout
the first half of the 20th century.”

Hagan told CNA the institute “advances the
distinctive excellence of Catholic education
as a gift for each person and for society.”

It accomplishes this in part through “school
accreditation, teacher and leader degree and
professional development programs, and
research,” Hagan said.

The ITCE does work in six states, eight
archdioceses, and nearly 300 Catholic
schools, serving just under 100,000 students.

Among its offerings is Lumen Accreditation,
a certification program that ITCE says
presents “a framework of guiding principles
for K—12 Catholic schools” that helps
schools ““align their community more fully
to the example and teaching of Christ.”

Rob Bridges, the president of Cathedral
High School in the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis, told CNA that the school was
“very happy to partner with ITCE, as our
mission aligns wonderfully with theirs.”

“[W]e are part of the pilot group for the
program and would definitely recommend
them to any Catholic school interested in
enhancing their focus on their mission,”
Bridges said. “We used their material to lead
a beginning-of-the-year all-educator retreat
and also for our board of directors retreat in
November.”

ITCE also offers Catholic educators a
program called Insight, which it describes as
“the first social and emotional learning
professional development program for K-12
Catholic school educators.”

First developed in the 1960s, social-
emotional learning (SEL) places emphasis
on social and emotional skills in the
classroom. ITCE’s curriculum uses its 10-
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part program to discuss pointedly Catholic
topics such as “forgiveness, justice, and
mercy” and answer questions such as “Who
is the human person?”

Jeff Kummer, who serves as president of St.
John Paul the Great Catholic High School in
the Archdiocese of Denver, said it was
“paramount” for the school to “select a
mission-aligned accrediting partner.”

“Our Catholic identity permeates all aspects
of school life — from curriculum
development to hiring and retention
practices to back-office processes,” Kummer
said.

“Based on our experience with the team at
ITCE, we are confident that Lumen
Accreditation will not simply tolerate our
Catholic principles but will support them
and allow them to guide the entire
accreditation process,” he said.

“The result will be a Catholic high school
poised to meet high expectations in

Daniel Payne

curricular, pedagogical, and organizational
areas but most importantly to achieve the
spiritual and evangelistic goals at JPG as
well.”

“We feel blessed and grateful to be a part of
the inaugural Lumen cohort, which is the
fruit of much prayer and discernment on the
part of both our organizations!” he added.

Hagan said the ITCE is funded through
benefactors. The initiative, he said, has thus
far “served hundreds of Catholic educators
through conference presentations, a webinar,
retreats, and tailored professional
development programs for Catholic dioceses
and schools.”

“We foster a vision of education and
formation that is rooted in Christ, draws
from the great treasury of the Church’s
tradition, and aims at the full flourishing of
the human person in wisdom, virtue, and
holiness,” he said.
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New Poll Shows Irish Mothers Of Young Children Prefer To Stay At Home

A new survey says more than two-thirds of
mothers with children under the age of 18 in
the Republic of Ireland would prefer to stay
at home with their children rather than go
out to work if they could afford it.

The survey by Amarach Research was
commissioned by The lona Institute as the
nation faces a referendum on March 8 over
the “woman in home” clause of the
constitution, which says the Irish state will
“endeavor to ensure that mothers shall not
be obliged by economic necessity to engage
in labor to the neglect of their duties in the
home.”

Supporters of the change want to a new
Avrticle 42B, which says the state
“recognizes that the provision of care, by
members of a family to one another by
reason of the bonds that exist among them,
gives to society a support without which the
common good cannot be achieved, and shall
strive to support such provision.”

Earlier this month, Green Party Minister
Catherine Martin said the Irish Constitution
says “a woman’s place is in the home.”

“It’s not reflective of today’s society for our
constitution to say that a woman’s place is in
the home,” she said on X, formerly known
as Twitter.

however, Supreme Court Justice Marie
Baker said the constitution does not say “a
woman’s place is in the home,” but that
mothers shouldn’t “have to go out to work”
due to “economic necessity.”

The Amarach Research survey said 69
percent of mothers with school-age children
would prefer to stay at home with their
children rather than go out to work if they
could afford it. In addition, it found 76
percent of mothers said that women who
work in the home are undervalued by
society compared with women who work
outside the home, and over 70 percent of
mothers do not feel valued by society for
their work as mothers.

“The findings are extremely relevant to the
upcoming referendum on carers. Currently,
the Constitution acknowledges the
importance of mothers, and it says they
should not be forced out of the home by
economic necessity,” said Professor Patricia
Casey, who teaches psychiatry at the
University College Dublin and at the Mater
Misericordiae University Hospital, Dublin.
She is also a co-founder of the lona Institute.

“We see from this survey and others like it
that the vast majority of mothers would
prefer to stay at home with their children if
they could afford it. This is exactly what the
Constitution aims at, even if the State has
failed to live up to the promise of the
Constitution,” she said.

“I have been a working mother for most of
my adult life. This is what | wanted, and
Article 41.2 of the Constitution held me
back in no way, shape or form. Children’s
Minister, Roderic O’Gorman, says ‘a
woman’s place is wherever she wants it to
be’, and that is exactly correct,” Casey
continued.

“The trouble is that the policy of this and
past Governments has made it almost
impossible for most mothers to stay at home

115




with their children if that is what they want,”
she said.

“If the Government was really on the side of
mothers, it would make it easier for them to
stay at home with their children if that is
their wish, and it is the wish of the vast
majority of them, as the Amarach poll tells
us,” the professor added.

“But the Government seems to be on the
side of the economy, not mothers. It wants
to delete the one reference to mothers from
the Constitution, the one reference to the
home in the context of mothers, and the one
reference to try and protect mothers from
being forced out of the home. This is not
right,” Casey said.

Independent Senator Michael McDowell
told Gript, an Irish news agency, that he is

Charles Collins

“confident” the referendum would be
defeated.

“The people who are determined not to be
bamboozled by the government will come
out to vote, and the great majority of people
at the moment have limited access to the
underlying facts and to what it’s all about,”
he said.

However, a Irish Times poll shows 53
percent of the voters intended to vote ‘Yes’,
with just 15 percent saying they planned to
vote ‘No’. The rest were either undecided or
did not intend to vote.

The Irish Republic has in recent years
legalized both same-sex marriage and
abortion, weakening the country’s historic
ties to the Catholic Church.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2024/02/new-poll-shows-irish-mothers-of-young-

children-prefer-to-stay-at-home



https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2024/02/new-poll-shows-irish-mothers-of-young-children-prefer-to-stay-at-home
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-uk-and-ireland/2024/02/new-poll-shows-irish-mothers-of-young-children-prefer-to-stay-at-home

Nuns Making Altar Bread Are Prime Lenten Viewing For Kids

Geared towards kids who are about to make their First Communion, this instructional
video explains the baking process, aspects of the faith, and even vocations.

Have you ever wondered how the
communion hosts are made? While a single
church may need hundreds of hosts for any
given Sunday, there isn’t some vast
warehouse pumping out wafers on
conveyor belts. They are most often baked
in religious communities to be distributed to
surrounding parishes.

The process was documented by the
Passionist Nuns of the Monastery of the
Sacred Passion in Kentucky in a short video
intended for viewing by kids who are about
to make their First Communion. While the
video was first uploaded in 2010, the quality
of it looks to have been shot in the

1980s. What it lacks in cinematography,
however, it makes up for with a
wholesome atmosphere and technical
explanation of this reverent undertaking.

Sr. Mary Angela, who was in charge of the
wafer-making operation, hosted the video
and provided viewers with step-by-step
explanations of the baking. As it’s geared
towards children who are still learning
the faith, the nun keeps a brisk pace to hold
their attention, and speaks in terms easily
understood. The savvy sister also peppers in
lessons on the Catholic faith along with
instructions on bread baking.

Buckets of batter

She begins by explaining that her
community of just eight nuns is responsible
for producing thousands of wafers per week.
While she first appears in her black habit,
she changes to a blue one for

baking, because they use a lot of white

flour “and you can imagine what that
would do to a black habit.”

She goes on to explain that the wafers are
made from very simple ingredients: just
flour and water. The ingredients are blended
in an industrial mixer, which makes enough
batter to fill five full buckets (they look like
they hold about 5 gallons each) with a little
left over. Then, the batter is poured onto a
heated press — sort of like a waffle iron

— that bakes the bread while imprinting
each host with the Chi Rho, a symbol for
Christ made from the overlapping of the first
two letters of the Greek spelling.

“We put that on our hosts, because of course
once the priest says the words of
consecration, it is the body of Christ. When
the priest says, and he’s talking in Jesus’
name, when he says ‘This is my body,’ that
bread, even though it still looks like bread
and it tastes like bread, it’s not bread.
Because what made it bread isn’t there
anymore ... and what makes Jesus Jesus, is
there.”

She notes that the nuns keep this thought in
mind as they bake, because it is sacred work
and must be approached reverently.

Beauty

After it’s baked, the bread looks like a
tortilla, about 14 inches in diameter. It is too
crisp, however, to be cut and must be
dampened for 24 hours to prevent
breakage. Once the dough is sufficiently
softened, the nuns gather the bread into
stacks of 72 and use a press to cut dozens of
wafers out of each sheet. Each stack can



https://www.erlangerpassionists.org/
https://www.erlangerpassionists.org/

produce thousands of wafers, which must they share at the job well done. Sr. Mary
then be dried again before they can be Angela even rounds out the video’s religious
shipped out to parishes. education value by explaining that she began

discerning her own vocation as a nun at her
While the video quality is not necessarily own First Communion. It is an excellent
pretty, everything about this video is watch to keep inquisitive little minds
beautiful, from the humble reverence these engaged in the faith during the long 40 days
nuns bring to their sacred work to the smiles of Lent.

J-P Mauro

https://aleteia.org/2024/02/20/nuns-making-altar-bread-are-prime-lenten-viewing-for-
kids/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-
&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240220
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Caitlyn Clark: Catholic Basketball Star Driving
Women’s Game To New Heights

When Caitlin Clark was a sophomore at
Dowling Catholic High School in West Des
Moines, lowa — already nationally ranked
the No. 1 women’s basketball player in her
class — she told a local newspaper that the
school was special because she could live
out her faith every day.

“We get to live our faith every day. Dowling
starts every day with prayer and ends every
day with prayer,” Clark told a reporter with
the Des Moines Register in 2018. “This is a
big reason why Dowling has such a special
culture and is such a special place to go to
school.”

Fast forward to Feb. 16, 2024, and Clark is
arguably the best women’s college
basketball player in the country, a senior
starring for her hometown and top five
ranked University of lowa Hawkeyes.
Inarguably, though, she is the most prolific
scorer in the history of women’s college
basketball, now holding the record for most
career points with 3,569, a record she broke
on Feb. 15.

Some who know Clark say that through it all
she has continued to live out her faith every
day. From the perspective of her high school
coach Kristin Meyer, she does so in the way
she maximizes her God given talents and
uses them to bring joy to others.

“She knows that she has some talents that
other people weren’t necessarily born with,
and she’s just looking to maximize them not
just for herself but for her teammates, and
on an even bigger scope for the fans,”
Meyer told Crux Feb. 16.

“It’s not just about scoring a lot of points or
winning; she loves playing in front of a sold
out arena because she gets to entertain
people and bring a smile to their face,”
Meyer explained. “For two hours she lets
them have this great experience and she
takes that pretty seriously, and knows that
those gifts from God are an opportunity to
bring joy to other people.”

Clark entered Iowa’s Feb. 15 matchup
against Michigan eight points shy of
breaking the previous NCAA women’s
basketball career points record of 3,527 set
by Washington’s Kelsey Plum from 2013 to
2017. It took Clark just two minutes and
twelve seconds to pass Plum’s career point
total — doing so as only she could with a
pull-up transition three from about 35-feet
away.

By the end of the night, she had set another
record. The 49 points she finished the game
with were the most in a single game in the
history of the university’s women’s
basketball program.

Meyer was there at Carver-Hawkeye Arena
to witness it all thanks to lowa Women’s
assistant basketball coach Jan Jenson, who
got Meyer and the entire Dowling coaching
staff front row tickets to the game. Meyer
said after Clark scored her first two buckets
she turned to her assistant coach sitting next
to her and said lowa needed a stop on
defense so Clark could get a pull-up three in
transition.

“About 15 to 20 seconds later they get a
defensive rebound, kick it out to Caitlin, and
everyone in the arena stands up because you
can feel it sometimes when she’s going to
pull-up in transition, and the place just went
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electric,” Meyer said. “It was an incredible
feeling. It’s hard to even describe because it
was so awesome; just the energy in the
building was so much fun to be a part of.”

Almost a day later, Meyer said it’s still hard
to wrap her head around Clark’s
accomplishment.

“It’s something that she never talked about
when she was in high school or even when
she first got to college,” Meyer explained.
“It just kind of happened as a byproduct of
all of the work that she put in, of the
confidence she has in herself, and how she’s
challenged herself and grown as a player to
be able to achieve that, and so for me it’s
still a little surreal.”

Clark, 22, is a native of Des Moines; St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in West
Des Moines is her family’s home parish, and
she attended St. Francis of Assisi Catholic

School - the parish school — for grade
school before going to Dowling for high
school.

Speaking to Crux, Father Joseph Pins, pastor
of St. Francis, who has known Clark and her
family for years, said that the whole parish
community is “very proud of Caitlin and her
family” for both her on the court and off the
court success.

“We’re proud of our alumna who has done
such a great, great, great, thing in life,” Pins
told Crux on Feb. 16. “It’s always good as
we form children to watch this go through
and see success not just on the basketball
court but also in her faith life.”

“[Clark] does a great job just living out the
faith,” he added.

Unfortunately, Pins missed Clark’s record-
breaking shot. In a kind of misfortune that
could only happen to a Catholic, Pins
couldn’t watch the game live because he
gave up TV for Lent.

“I saw the highlight though, and it was quite
the shot, wasn’t it.” Pins said.

Of Clark’s accomplishment, Bishop William
Joensen told Crux Feb. 16 that it’s not all
that surprising that Clark captured this kind
of record considering the incredible athlete
she was from an early age, but nonetheless
said it’s something all fans, and Catholics,
should celebrate.

“For with her parents Anne and Brent, and
her brothers who spoke to the centrality of
faith in their family life at our Des Moines
diocesan celebration of Catholic education
last year, Caitlin witnessed that to this day
she continues to draw strength, perspective
and peace from her presence at Mass and the
Gospel values instilled in her,” Joensen said.
“She takes seriously her call to be a role
model to young girls especially, and to all
who mark this phenomenal achievement.”

When asked what it was like to coach Clark
at Dowling Meyer spoke to the person she
is, first.

“The first thing I think about is her
personality and she’s always positive,
always looking on the bright side of things,
always trying to make people laugh,” Meyer
said. “She just loves life. It brings this
energy to the room, to the people she’s
around whether it’s basketball or outside of
basketball.”

Meyer said from the day she met Clark
when she was 14 years old it was clear how
much she loved basketball. She said no
matter if it was a game, a practice, or an




individual shoot around Clark would be
“smiling ear to ear because she just loves
having a ball in her hands.”

Meyer also said she realized early on — as
early as the summer workouts before Clark’s
freshman year — that not only were Clark’s
skills second to none, but her tireless work
ethic, competitiveness and drive, and love of
a challenge were unique, as well.

She said she remembers how Clark loved it
when the boy’s team was brought into
practice as the scout team because it was a
bit more challenging. And how she would
always challenge herself when she was
shooting to beat her own goals or shoot from
further back.

Something else that contributed to Clark’s
success, Meyer said, is her fearlessness.

“I think sometimes the fear of failure or

making a mistake holds back athletes,

John Lavenburg

especially female athletes, but Caitlin
always thinks about the upside,” Meyer
explained. “She just loves the challenge, and
she’s always had a great work ethic so that
combination of fearlessness and work ethic
has made this possible.”

After breaking the career points record, the
majority of Clark’s comments focused on
how grateful she was for her coaches,
teammates, family and fans. But there was a
moment postgame where Clark was asked
by a reporter what her six-year-old self
would think of this accomplishment, and her
answer spoke to the effort that it took her to
get to this point. That tireless work ethic
Meyer spoke about.

“I think just be proud and proud of the way I
worked for this more than anything,” Clark
said. “Nothing was ever given, and I just
worked hard every single day to try and
make my dreams come true.”

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2024/02/caitlin-clark-catholic-basketball-star-driving-

womens-game-to-new-heights
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‘Guadalupe: Mother Of Humanity’ Opens Feb. 22 In U.S. Theaters

Goya Producciones has announced that the
film “Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity” will
premiere on Feb. 22 in the United States
(with English subtitles), Mexico, Central
America, Puerto Rico, Bolivia, and Chile.

“Shot on location in Mexico, the United
States, Spain, and Germany, the feature film
opens with powerful fictionalized
recreations of the five apparitions of the
Virgin Mary in Guadalupe in 1531, inspired
by the original true account of St. Juan
Diego,” said a press release sent to AClI
Prensa, CNA’s Spanish-language news
partner.

Spanish filmmaker Pablo Moreno directed
the portion of the film that includes
powerful testimonies and features actress
Karyme Lozano as presenter, Angelica
Chong as the Virgin of Guadalupe, and
Mario Alberto Hernandez as Juan Diego.
Pepe Alonso, popular EWTN host, does the
narration.

The film debuts in Colombia, Peru, and
Uruguay on Feb. 29, in Spain on March 1,
and in Brazil on May 2.

The movie tells the true story of a
Hollywood producer who owes his life to
Our Lady of Guadalupe; a movie actress
who prays to her in the midst of the hustle
and bustle of filming; two converts from
crime and drug trafficking; and a post-

Walter Sanchez Silva

abortive woman who recovers her faith and
the desire to live thanks to Our Lady.

The archbishop of Los Angeles, José H.
GOmez, also testifies to the miracles
attributed to the Virgin of Guadalupe in that
city.

Andrés Garrigd, the overall director of the
film, “shows us the dramatic history of pre-
Hispanic Mexico at the time of arrival of the
Spaniards and how, after the apparitions of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the people
abandoned in masse the bloody human
sacrifices to embrace Christianity,” the press
release explained.

“With the help of the latest technologies, the
film reveals the messages hidden in the
tilma, the miraculous cloth on which the
image of the Virgin Mary was

captured: the human images that appear in
her eyes, the meaning of the stars, and other
drawings on the mantle,” the release added.

“With this movie, we set ourselves a very
high goal: to recreate in the hearts of people
today the marvelous effect that the
apparitions of the Virgin of

Guadalupe had 500 years ago. We can now
offer many people the joy of

experiencing them again,” stated director
Garrigo.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256844/guadalupe-mother-of-humanity-opens-feb-

22-in-us-theaters
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Wisconsin Legislature Passes Parental Bill of Rights;
Governor Promises Veto

On Tuesday, the Wisconsin Senate gave final legislative passage to AB 510 (full text), known as
the Parental Bill of Rights. The bill gives 16 different rights to parents and guardians of school
children. Among these are the right to determine a child's religion; the right to determine the
names and pronouns used for the child at school; the right to notice when a controversial subject
will be taught or discussed in the child's classroom; and the right to opt the child out of a class or
instructional materials based on religion or personal conviction. The Wisconsin ACLU criticized
the bill, saying in part:

This bill disguises classroom censorship as parental rights, enabling politicians to require the
forced outing, misgendering, and deadnaming of trans and nonbinary students. It also inhibits
educational instruction on race, gender, sexual orientation, and other important topics that impact
all of us.

According to a report on the bill by The Center Square, Governor Tony Evers has said he will
veto the bill.

Howard Friedman

https://religionclause.blogspot.com/2024/02/wisconsin-legislature-passes-parental.html
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Church Leaders In India Launch Complaint Against
Anti-Catholic School Protest

A Catholic diocese in India is seeking a
government inquiry after a teacher was
removed from a Catholic school due to
alleged anti-Hindu remarks.

The Diocese of Mangalore — located on the
west coast of India — claims false allegations
were raised against a teacher at St. Gerosa
High School by members of the Hindu-
nationalist BJP party.

The English teacher — a religious sister —
was teaching Rabindranath Tagore’s poem
“Work is Worship” and she was explaining
the lines “Whom dost thou worship in this
lonely dark corner of the temple with doors
all shut?” — which is from the English
Syllabus of 7th Standard State Board of
Karnataka — and the diocese said, “she
neither taught nor stated anything of the sort
as went viral on social media.”

“It all started with the circulation of two
audio messages via social media accusing
English Teacher of making disparaging
remarks against Hindu religious practices
and political leaders during a class in 7th
standard. As the social media messages
spread, four parents approached the
Headmistress who assured them a thorough
investigation on the issue to bring out the
truth,” the diocese said in a statement.

“However, a group of individuals gathered
around the school at 12:30 p.m. [on
Saturday] The Headmistress assured them
also that proper inquiry would be conducted
to address the matter. Later that afternoon,
the sisters from the school wrote to the
district administration stating that the audio
messages were far from the truth, and they
sought protection from any untoward
incident,” the statement continued.

The diocese said the local elected official
from the BJP lead a protest on Feb. 12,
insisting for an immediate apology and
suspension of the teacher, saying “he started
harassing women staff, creating an
atmosphere of hostility.”

During the evening, as children were leaving
the campus, the elected official prompted
them to chant religious verses and raise
slogans against the teacher.

“The school management, under immense
pressure, suspended the teacher, pending an
inquiry, to maintain law and order and
ensure the safety of the student community,”
the diocese said in its statement.

In an official communication addressed to
the parents, the school’s management
emphasized the importance of maintaining a
positive relationship and ensuring
uninterrupted academic studies. To address
the incident, the accused teacher was
removed from the institution.

The management stated that St. Gerosa
School, with a 60-year history, has never
witnessed such an incident.

“The institution i1s committed to upholding
constitutional values, treating all faiths and
communities with equality. Despite the
temporary mistrust resulting from this
unfortunate incident, the school is optimistic
that the decisive measures taken, coupled
with active cooperation from parents, will
contribute to rebuilding trust and fostering a
brighter future for all students,” the
management statement said.




However, the BJP politician who led the
protest demanded an immediate apology
from the English teacher.

The Diocese of Mangalore said in its
statement it “expresses deep concern over
the unfair treatment of the teacher, students
and the school by an elected people’s
representative and his people.”

Mangalore South Police Station on Feb. 14
filed an initial report against five people,
including two BJP legislators, for allegedly
inciting people and forcing students of the
school to chant Hindu religious phrases.

The protesters were also accused of
instigating enmity between the Christian and
Hindu communities by directing slogans
against Christianity during the protest.

In a Feb. 15 press release, Archbishop Peter
Machado of Bangalore — who is also
president of the All Karnataka United Forum
for Human Rights — said the local leaders of
the city and the mob “had no patience to
wait for completion of the government
inquiry, and the nun was forcefully
suspended, even after the Sister-in-charge of
the School begged forgiveness and apology
on behalf of the Sister in question, reported
to be hospitalized.”

“It 1s sad that this reputed institution, St.
Gerosa Convent School in Mangalore,
which is in existence for more than fifty
years, like so many other Christian
Institutions in Mangalore, is made to suffer

Nirmala Carvalho

humiliation for a stray incident, which is not
investigated properly,” the archbishop said.

“Everyone in Mangalore knows that this
institution has given many illustrious alumni
belonging to different religions. It is
universal truth that our Christian Institutions
are rendering selfless service, especially in
the fields of education and health, to people
of all religions without any discrimination. It
is also a well-known fact that our minority
institutions have shaped and molded the
lives of thousands of non-Christians who are
holding coveted positions in India and
abroad, and they are ever grateful to their
alma mater,” he continued.

The archbishop emphasized the Christian
community, especially the priests and nuns,
always respect all the religions and uphold
their religious tenets. However, he said some
religious fundamentalist groups, “in order to
take revenge or to fan religious animosity,
level false allegations against us by
spreading wrong rumors to bring in
divisions among the general public. Perhaps,
this could be one of the main reasons for this
case too!”

However, Machado said that despite false
allegations and humiliation against the
Christian community and its leaders, the
Church will continue “to serve the society,
especially the poor and the marginalized,
providing quality service and pray for their
detractors, in the words of Jesus on the
Cross, ‘Father, forgive them for they know
not what to do!””

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2024/02/church-leaders-in-india-launch-complaint-against-
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Catholic School Defies Nationalists Demanding Hindu Rite
On Ash Wednesday

A Catholic school in northeastern India has
requested police protection after members of
a Hindu nationalist group known for staging
aggressive “reconversion’” ceremonies
announced the intention, “by hook or
crook,” to conduct a Hindu ritual known as
Saraswati Puja at the school on Ash
Wednesday.

Saraswati Puja is a ritual performed in honor
of the Hindu goddess Saraswati, considered
the embodiment of wisdom and creativity.
It’s typically carried out on the Hindu
festival of Basant Panchami which marks
preparations for the arrival of spring, and
which falls this year on Feb. 14, the same
date as Ash Wednesday.

The individuals who said they plan to
conduct the rite identified themselves as
members of the Hindu Jagran Manch, which
was founded in 1982 and is known for its
efforts to resist religious conversion and to
promote the “reconversion” of Muslims and
Christians in India to Hinduism.

According to media reports, a leader of the
Hindu Jagran Manch argued that the school
should permit the celebration of the ritual at
the Don Bosco School in Dhajanagar, on the
outskirts of Udaipur, because the majority of
its students are Hindu. They said they would
seek support from the local government to
go ahead if the school refused permission.

The state of Assam, where the school is
located, is currently governed by the BJP,
the Hindu nationalist party led by Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Salesian Sister Tessy Joseph, the principal
of the Don Bosco School, filed a two-page
application to a district magistrate
requesting security measures to “prevent
such an illegal act and to protect the
institution, its property and its right
guaranteed under the Constitution of India.”

The municipal government didn’t respond to
Joseph’s request, but a local police officer
said they would take appropriate steps once
they verified what had happened.

Similar requests to stage puja rituals have
been made to three schools in the state of
Assam, prompting representatives of
missionary schools in the area to hold an
emergency summit in Guwahati on Sunday.

“Though our institution is a purely Christian
minority institution primarily meant for
Christian students, our school caters to
students from all section/religion of the state
and we stress on making better human
beings and citizens of India,” Joseph wrote
in her application for protection.

In the letter, Joseph narrated three visits to
the school on Feb. 8 and 9 by people
wanting to celebrate Saraswati Puja.

“The first group of people identifying
themselves as members of Hindu Jagran
Manch visited my office and in my absence
met vice-principal of the school, demanding
to conduct Saraswati Puja in the school,” she
wrote.




“The vice-principal politely informed them
that we are a Christian Minority Institution
and we cannot allow them to do so within
the school premises, as The Constitution of
India granted the minorities of India the
right to establish and administer educational
institutions of their choice and we cannot be
compelled to act beyond the guaranteed
rights under The Constitution of India,” she
wrote.

The group responded “by threatening that
they will compel the institution to conduct
Saraswati Puja on the school premises,”
Joseph wrote.

On Friday, Joseph said another group of
activists came to the school with the same
demand, but she reiterated her earlier stand.
Joseph said the group’s leader then
threatened to gather locals and bring swamis
to the campus, and to conduct the puja “by
hook or crook.”

Yet another group visited the school on
Friday and threatened Jospeh with
consequences if she didn’t allow them to
conduct the puja, she said.

“We again iterated that we have full respect
towards Saraswati Puja and other religious
rituals of any religion but we reserve our
religious right and to run our institution as
per Article 30 of the Constitution of India.
But they were adamant,” the letter said.

“This being the situation, we now apprehend
that the above-named group may try to do
what they want illegally, and may cause

Nirmala Carvalho

harm to properties and persons ... (the)
illegal act will certainly infringe the right
guaranteed to a religious minority institution
under Article 30 of the Constitution of
India”, the letter said.

Bishop Lumen Monteiro of the Diocese of
Agartala, where the Don Bosco School is
located, defended its record.

“The Catholic church in the diocese has
been selflessly serving the people of the
region and beyond, without discrimination
of caste and creed, through our education
apostolate,” Monteiro, a member of the
Congregation of the Holy Cross, told Crux.

“Without discrimination we have been
imparting quality education to the students
and working towards nation-building,” he
said. “We do not do any religious function
in our schools, because the school is not a
place for it.”

“Catholic schools in the diocese, no matter
which congregation manages them, are
bound to make leaders of their students,”
Monteiro said. “Many of our region’s finest
scholars, public officials, business leaders,
doctors and educators today were students of
our schools. The poor have found their
dignity and God-given talents in our
classrooms.”

Monteiro said the local church will support
the position taken by Joseph.

“We stand by the Sister,” he said. “We are
not going to give in to any of these groups.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2024/02/catholic-school-defies-nationalists-demanding-

hindu-rite-on-ash-wednesday
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The Value Of Our Catholic Schools In The Face Of Efforts
By The Government To Water Them Down

This new year marked a new path in my
professional life. | took a position as
Assistant Head of a school which, for the
first time in my career, was not a Catholic
one. It is a temporary placement; | want to
remain on the right side of the Tiber.
However, my hiatus has given me cause to
reflect on the value of our Catholic schools.

There is a belief held by some that these
schools have become part of the “woke”
system, replacing Catholic values with
“British” ones. It is true that, due to over-
reaching governments, Catholic schools are
being compelled to stretch the boundaries of
what “loving thy neighbour” and “being
made in the image of God” mean in order to
allow for a permissive attitude towards what
is sin and what is not sin. | remember
instances of not being happy with the
content of a year 7 PSHE lesson and taking
my class to the chapel to pray the rosary
instead. But aside from this, Catholic
schools, in my view, remain very much
Catholic.

At my previous school in east London, the
Lenten liturgies are beautifully conducted, in
a way befitting to the good intentions and
limited attention spans of teenagers. Ashes
are administered, the lay chaplain gives a
reflection and students half bow, half
curtsey to the cross as they leave.

Every year, during Lent and Advent, the
entire student cohort is given an opportunity
to attend Confession. Class by class they are
accompanied to the chapel for a
reconciliation service, with a local priest
waiting in a corridor which serves as a
confessional. Some need a gentle reminder:
“Conor, would you like to go to
Confession?” But in the end, most will

attend. The school is permeated with its
faith. Student artwork depicting the saints,
Bible study and altar servers’ clubs, and a
perfectly positioned chapel in the centre of
the school, remind everyone of the school’s
purpose: to love God and promote the
common good.

These schools are the jewels in the crowns
of our Church communities, but since 2010
successive Governments have prevented
their opening. The faith cap, introduced
under David (now Lord) Cameron’s
coalition government, stipulates that newly-
established academies with a religious
character that are oversubscribed must allow
50 per cent of their places to be given
without reference to faith. This instantly
meant that no new Catholic academies could
be opened. The Bishops of England and
Wales have argued that Catholic students
must not be turned away from their own
schools. These buildings are the property of
the Church, and their upkeep is, in part, paid
for by the Church. Therefore, parish
communities directly contribute to their
existence.

Bizarrely, the coalition’s “inclusive
admissions policy” still allows for places to
be administered based on academic ability, a
sort of postcode lottery, sibling priority,
children-of-staff priority and other criteria
an academy would like to apply.

For the sake of this “inclusivity”, plans for
new Catholic schools have been shut down.
This is despite Catholic schools having a
significantly more ethnically diverse intake
than the national average. Academically,
they outperform the national GCSE averages
for English and Maths by five percentage
points and operate in more disadvantaged
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communities than their non-Catholic
counterparts. About 850,000 children are
educated in Catholic schools across England
and Wales, making it the largest provider of
secondary education and the second largest
provider of primary education in the
country. 37 per cent of students who attend
are non-Catholics.

With this in mind, it is surprising that the
Government is not asking the Catholic
Education Service to help draft educational
policies, particularly on diversity and
inclusion. Instead, however, the Government
has stuck to a decade-old policy that found
its way into the Funding Agreements of the
implementation of the Academies Act 2010.
This policy was introduced as a way to
include some of the tenets of the 2010
election-losing campaign of the Liberal
Democrats and placate them into supporting
the premiership of David Cameron. Those
who lobby and fund campaigns to support it

Thomas Edwards

today, such as the British Humanist
Association and the National Secular
Society, have no interest in faith-based
education and see its implementation as a
successful way to suppress Catholic schools.

All my training and experience in education,
up to this point, has been in a Catholic
school. I have taught students who are now
studying at Oxford and Cambridge and
students who are now serving life
imprisonment for murder. In all its beauty
and confusion, the young mind is at its most
recipient to discover the things of God, and
we must do whatever we can to protect the
institutions that make these discoveries
possible. Scrapping the faith cap would be
one very welcome step towards
acknowledging the immense good of our
Catholic schools, but Catholic and non-
Catholics alike must go further and treasure
these institutions for the jewels they are.

https://catholicherald.co.uk/the-value-of-our-catholic-schools-in-the-face-of-efforts-of-by-the-

government-to-water-them-down/
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Married, Churchgoing Couples Among The Happiest, Data Says

Men and women who are married and who
attend church regularly are among the
happiest couples, according to data compiled
by a prominent sociological professor.

Brad Wilcox, a professor of sociology at the
University of Virginia as well as the director
of the school’s National Marriage

Project, told “EWTN News Nightly” this
week that he wrote his newest book, “Get
Married: Why Americans Must Defy the
Elites, Forge Strong Families, and Save
Civilization,” after hearing concerns from
his students about the state of marriage
today.

“They’re kind of worried about their
prospects for marriage, particularly the
women at UVA,” Wilcox told “EWTN
News Nightly” host Tracy Sabol. “And so
this kind of concern led me to write a book
on the importance [and] the value” of adults
getting married.

Contrary to popular perception, Wilcox said,
data indicate that married men and women
are markedly happier than their unmarried
counterparts.

“We’ve been seeing a lot of stories ...
talking about the ways in which [women],
for instance, are kind of really miserable in
marriage and miserable as mothers,” Wilcox
said, citing a recent media report alleging
that “married moms were less well off” than
“single, childless women.”

“In fact, the data point us in exactly the
opposite direction,” he said. “What we see is
that for both women and men, the path to
prosperity and happiness kind of runs right
through marriage. So both women and men
who are married, for instance, are almost
twice as likely to be very happy with their
lives compared to their single peers.”

“There’s really no group that’s as happy for
men as married dads and for women as
married moms,” Wilcox said. “So as tough
as marriage [and] as tough as being a parent
can be, the upside to having a spouse and
kids for most Americans is pretty high.”

The happiness factor, Wilcox said, shows up
even more prominently in married couples
who attend church regularly.

“What we see in this data is that couples
who attend church together are about 15
percentage points more likely to be very
happy with their marriages,” Wilcox said.
“They’re about 30% to 50% less likely to
get divorced, depending upon the data set.”

Those high numbers also translate to higher
sexual satisfaction for married couples, he
said.

“I think the thing that surprised me the most
was that not only are they more sexually
satisfied on average, but couples who attend
church together tend to have more sex than
couples who don’t go to church at all,”
Wilcox said. “So there’s just any number of
outcomes that look better for couples who
go to church together.”

Declining divorce rates in recent years are a
sign of encouragement, Wilcox pointed out,
though overall declining marriage rates
present problems of their own, he said.

“The *70s were known as the divorce
revolution,” he told Sabol. “But since then,
divorce has been coming down. And so
today at least, we’re estimating that well
below 1 in 2 couples who are getting
married are going to end up getting
divorced. Or to put it more positively, most
of the couples who are getting married today
are going to go the distance.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xc0e4C3mezA

“We are seeing, because marriage is more
stable, that a growing share of kids are being
raised in stably married households,”
Wilcox said. “That’s the good news. The
bad news is for American adults, we’re still
seeing a pretty marked decline in marriage
rates. And they call that the closing of the
American heart.”

Data have long pointed toward a sustained
drop in marriage rates for every age cohort

Daniel Payne

following the “Silent Generation,” the group
of Americans born between 1928 and 1945.
A recent Pew survey found that just 30% of
marriage-age millennials live with a spouse
and a child, compared with 70% of those
from the Silent Generation at the same stage
in their lives.

Wilcox told CNA last year that sharply
declining marriage rates among younger
Americans had him concerned.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256819/married-churchgoing-couples-among-the-

happiest-data-says
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Let Children Aim High This Lent

We should see our children’s youth not as a hindrance to bold acts of love, but as an asset.

“I’m giving up snacks for Lent.” This
resolution on the part of a co-worker, friend,
or spouse might present itself as laudable.
You’d cheer this person on and offer
support. But what if it comes from your 8-
year-old? The one who can’t seem to
manage the few hours before lunch without a
second breakfast large enough to satisfy a
hungry hobbit?

“Uh, er, I don’t know...Maybe give up
candy this year. Won’t giving up snacks be a
bit too difficult?” you ask, adding silently
“for the rest of us?”

Your trepidation is understandable. What
if this Lenten resolution proves way too hard
for him? While you’re nervous about having
a potentially whiney, hungry kid on your
hands, that fear is outweighed by your
concern for his own feelings should he fail.

There are two things wrong with this
common parental reaction. First is the notion
that children need child-like penances;
second is the fear of the child’s failure.

Before he was martyred, 12-year-old
Cristero St. José Luis Sanchez del Rio
refused to apostatize when tortured and
threatened by government officials — even
urging on another Cristero who was killed
before his eyes. At age 17, Bl. Chiara
Badano suffered from bone cancer, refusing
pain medication because the pain, she said,
brought her closer to Our Lord. So much did
St. Tarcisius love the Eucharist at age 12 that
he died rather than see it desecrated.

How do we dare hold our children back from
doing hard things?

Our Lord’s words, “Let the children come to
me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs
the kingdom of God” (Mt. 19:14) might
evoke an image of Our Lord with a child on
his lap and a baby in his arms, while other
children stand nearby, longing to be close to
him. Amen to that.

But José, Chiara, and Tarcisisus — not to
mention Maria Goretti, Imelda, Dominic
Savio and so many others — reveal another
facet of our Lord’s words. Sometimes
children’s approach to Jesus won’t be
painted in the soft tones of Mary Cassatt.
Sometimes it will put us timid adults to
shame.

And, instinctively we know that when we
admire St. Tarcisius, for instance, we are not
admiring him because he was a child doing
an adult-like thing. No, his youth was not
something he cast off in order to carry out
the heroic act. Rather, it is an integral part of
what he did — it was fuel for the fire of his
faith.

But these child Saints all succeeded in what
they set out to do. What if your child fails at
the hard penance he’s undertaken? Then you
have the opportunity to walk him through the
failure. Can’t you perhaps speak from
personal experience? And, what if he
succeeds?




We should see our children’s youth then
not as a hindrance to bold acts of love, but as
an asset. How unburdened they are with the
spiritually deadly habit common to modern
adults: over-thinking. Are you able to
imagine any of this sort of internal dialog on
the part of these child Saints and Blesseds?

e “There may be better ways to
promote reverence for the
Eucharist than sacrificing my
life.” — Tarcisius
“Pain medication is a gift
from God because He gave
man the ingenuity to develop
it. Wouldn’t it be wrong to
suffer needlessly?”” — Chiara
“It will break my parents’
heart if I die so maybe that’s
not what God wants.” — José
Luis Sanchez del Rio
I’ve spent a month now talking with people
about my recently-released book The
Stations of the Cross in Slow Motion: A
Daily Devotion for Lent. This book provides
3-4 daily meditations on each Station, so that
they can be pondered slowly, one at a time,
over the whole course of Lent. Since it’s
designed for use in the home, many folks
have asked me about how to present the
violent events of the Passion to young hearts
and minds.

My answer is that we need not — must not —
have a “child’s version” of the Faith. Yes,
we should be aware of a child’s intellectual
development while we form them, but this
means that in some ways more can be
expected of them, not less. Their little brains
are powerhouses of memory and concrete
thinking, and they are highly visually
impressionable. This is a primary reason that
the abstract-idea-based, cursory, and
cartoonish catechesis of recent decades was a
colossal failure.

In my book’s introduction I tell the story of
how attending the Stations of the Cross as a
child impacted my faith and planted in me
life-long devotion. One interviewer asked if |
would be writing a prayer book next for
“Children’s Stations of the Cross.” My
answer was an emphatic No. In my book |
draw on the beautiful Stations of the Cross
we have from four Saints of the Church: St.
Francis of Assisi, St. Alphonsus Liguori, St.
John Henry Newman, and St. Josemaria
Escriva. These are the Stations that should be
used when the devotion is prayed in a
Church (or anywhere else) as well —no
matter who is participating.

The Stations of the Cross of St. Alphonsus
Liguori puts repeatedly on our lips, “I love
Thee, Jesus my love; | repent of having
offended Thee. Never permit me to separate
myself from Thee again. Grant that | may
love Thee always; and then do with me what
Thou wilt.” Which of these words would we
refrain from having our children pray?

St. Josemaria exhorts us in his tenth Station
of the Cross, “For us to reach God, Christ is
the way; but Christ is on the Cross, and to
climb up to the Cross we must have our heart
free, not tied to earthly things.” Good advice
for people of all ages.

A number of people have shared with me
their own stories about praying the Stations
of the Cross as a child. One said that he
always thought Veronica should hold up her
veil to show the image to the soldiers,
proving that Christ was God so that they
would not kill him. A child-like idea?
Perhaps. But one that reveals a soul in love.
The Stations are a powerful way to help
children leverage their imaginations to
enliven their faith.

When | chose images for the Stations in my
book, I discovered those of Theophile
Lybaert, a late 19th century Belgian painter.
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His images, like all masterful sacred art, call
out to the longing for truth and beauty that
resides deep in the soul of every human
person. Study his ninth Station of the
Cross, where Jesus falls for the third time.
Religious leaders look on approvingly; a
portion of the crowd following Our Lord can
be seen with more or less dispassionate
expressions; a soldier has just raised the
whip to spur Jesus on. And there’s one more
person in the image: a young boy with a look
of anguish on his face is reaching out to stay

Suzan Sammons

the soldier’s hand, heedless of any danger to
himself.

That young boy’s bold act is what we want
our children to emulate. Would the boy be
successful? Surely not. But would his act of
love console the suffering heart of Our Lord?
Would it transform the heart of the boy
himself? Surely it would. Let us allow the
same to happen for our children this Lent.
Let them aim high — as high as the Cross.

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/let-children-aim-high-this-

lent?utm_source=Crisis+Magazine&utm_campaign=bla235f530-
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A Priest’s Powerful Plea To Parents: Catholic Schools Are
Only Catholic With Your Help

“...the single most important aspect of the Catholic School is the parents.”

What makes a Catholic school a Catholic
school?

It is not the word Catholic being attached to
the school. A Catholic school most
definitely should have the word “Catholic”
in its title, but if it is only the title, then all
you have is a private school.

It is not throwing up statuary and saying
it’s “Catholic.”

To be sure, statues, icons, and other Catholic
imagery should be readily seen in a Catholic
school. However, if that is all that is
happening, then, again, all you have is a
private school.

It is not just about having religion classes
as a part of the curriculum.

First, if the religion being taught is watered
down, opinion-based, or heterodox, then the
classes are like brackish water—they do more
harm than good to the faith formation of the
students.

If the religion is treated as disposable to
“more important” things on the schedule, is
treated as not core to the curriculum, or
simply not taken seriously, all you have is a
private school. Religion should be taught, to
be sure, but more needs to happen.

What makes a Catholic school a Catholic
School is what makes a Catholic parish
Catholic.

Is it a place of prayer? Is it a place of
devotion (to something other than sports)? Is
it a place of service? Is it a place where

virtue is promoted, lived, and expected? Is it
tied to the mission of the Church? Is it
producing vocations?

I maintain that the single most important
aspect of the Catholic school is the
parents!

Why?

Because | can have world-class teachers and
administrators. | can have completely
engaging and orthodox catechesis and
academic formation.

I can have enough statuary to fill a museum.
| can expose these students to the full
breadth of the sacramental and devotional
life of the Church.

It will all be for naught if the Catholic
formation isn’t happening in the home as
well.

That said, as a pastor, it is my responsibility
to make sure the parish keeps its side of the
bargain in providing the best academic and

spiritual formation we can do.

Be aware, though, that I and many of my
brother priests have absolutely zero interest
in running private schools. Zero.

I will pour out myself for a strong Catholic
school...I haven’t an iota of time for a
private school.

As a pastor...we run a Catholic school.

That is where my principal is. That is where
my staff is. That is where my school board is




at. Most importantly, that is what our bishop
insists that our schools be.

Not Catholic in name only, but incubators

that produce strong, faithful, and lifelong
Catholics.

Fr. Bill Peckman

We might have non-Catholics who do have
children in our schools, but they are looking
for a private school where faith matters.

My Catholic parents should be even more
so in the deepening of their Catholic
identity.

https://www.churchpop.com/a-priests-powerful-plead-to-parents-catholic-schools-are-only-

catholic-with-your-help/
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The Young Mexican Who Gave His Life For Christ

Aleteia interviewed the couple who have taken the story of Mexican martyr
St. José Sanchez del Rio—killed on February 10, 1928—to different parts of the world.

It was 1926. The Mexican government’s
restrictions of freedom of belief and
conscience spurred the faithful to come out
and defend their faith. It was a time of
bullets, death, and persecutions, often
conducted on horseback.

Amid the noise of war could be heard the
voice of a young man, not quite 15 years
old, who walked to his grave shouting
“Long live Christ the King!” Refusing to
apostatize, José Sanchez del Rio —
“Joselito” — died a martyr in the Cristero
War that shook Mexico between 1926 and
1929, costing approximately 250,000 human
lives.

According to historians and

biographies, Joselito’s childhood was that
of a normal boy; he went to school and had
a knack for archer and especially for making
friends. His family, from Sahuayo
Michoacén, was pious and active in the local
parish.

His parents’ faith was the basis of his
holiness.

He learned Christian values and faith at
home. His mother was strict, and very
serious in everything related to the
transmission of the faith. Aleteia spoke with
Antonio Pelaez, author of the book Mirando
al Cielo (Looking towards Heaven) and
writer and director of the film of the same
name (both biographical works about St.
Jose Sanchez del Rio). He told Aleteia,
“Behind a saint there’s always a family; one
does not reach [sainthood] solely on one’s

own. That devotion, that closeness to God,
came from his family.”

His wife Laura Pelédez, producer of Mirando
al Cielo, assures us that “his parents’
detachment and faith were the foundation
for José to become a saint.” For this reason,
his parents gave their blessing to their older
sons who had decided to join the

Cristeros. José, like his brothers, wanted
to defend his beliefs, but his parents refused
because of his young age. However, faced
with the future saint’s insistence and his
conviction that “it had never been so easy to
earn Heaven,” his parents had no

choice. Joselito left home with his parents’
blessing.

A lesson about vocations

Antonio highlights how St. José’s example
speaks to us today about young people
having vocations to religious life and
priesthood. “These are very important
decisions, made in moments of intimacy
with God, in prayer. Many times as parents
we don’t understand that feeling and that
call that our children may have to follow a
priestly vocation or religious life, but I think
it’s very important to support them.”

He adds that supporting the vocation of a
son is beneficial for the whole Church, but
the fruits are immense for the family too. In
this way, the life of St. José Sanchez del Rio
teaches us that “it’s important to always
support God’s call to our children.”
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“Resign yourself to God’s will. I’'m dying
very happy.”

Having the approval of his parents, Joseé still
had to convince the leader of the
Cristeros, who also refused his request at
first. But Jose did not stop. He insisted and
offered himself as an assistant, which the
leader accepted. At the camp, Joselito
encouraged the daily praying of the
rosary and cheered up the rest of his
companions, who nicknamed

him Tarcisius after the young Roman saint
and martyr.

On February 6, 1928, he was taken
prisoner by government troops. He was
easy to catch because he had given his horse
to his general while they were in battle.
From prison, before his death, he wrote to
his mother:

| was taken prisoner in combat today. At this
time, | believe |1 am going to die, but nothing
matters, Mom. Resign yourself to God’s
will. ’'m dying very happy because I’'m
dying in the fight next to Our Lord. Don’t
worry about my death; that is what mortifies
me. Rather tell my other brothers to follow
the example of the youngest, and you, do the
will of God. Have courage and send me your
blessing together with that of my father.
Greet everyone for me for the last time, and
receive for the last time the heart of your son
who loves you so much and wanted to see
you before dying.

Martyrdom

At 11:00 p.m. on February 10, José Sanchez
del Rio walked to the cemetery with the
soles of his feet flayed. Even in pain, José
did not deny his faith. Standing in front of
his open grave, and without giving in to
those who invited him to apostatize —
among them his godfather — he shouted for
the last time, “Long live Christ the King!
Long live the Virgin of Guadalupe!”

José was declared a saint by Pope Francis on
October 16, 2016. His life is one of the
many testimonies of Mexicans contributing
to the transmission of the faith in the world.

For Antonio, who has helped spread the life
of this patron saint of children and youth
around the world, “the faith in Mexico is
special.” This is not only because of Joselito
and others like him, but also thanks to
Mexico’s priests, religious sisters, and
faithful who work for the Universal Church.

A model for today’s families

Laura and Antonio agree that the life of
Joselito and his family remains relevant

to many challenges we face today: family
life, dialogue, and the importance of
friendship and of leading a coherent life. In
this way, it’s an opportunity for parents to
ask themselves what they are passing on to
their children.
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If we parents prepare our children to make
the decisions they’re going to face in the
light of their prayer life, formation, and
sacramental life, I don’t think there’s a
better way to protect them and give them a
boost to be happy.

Majo Frias

Laura Pelaez concludes that, as families, we
can draw inspiration from the Sanchez del
Rio family to “make God part of our family
life.” We shouldn’t “leave God for Sundays
at Mass but ask him to accompany us in our
daily life.

https://aleteia.org/2024/02/09/the-young-mexican-who-gave-his-life-for-christ-the-

king/?7utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-

&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240210
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Flannery O’Connor On The Habit Of Being A Catholic

Flannery O’Connor’s intimate and insightful letters teach us the habit of being a
good Catholic in a dark and dangerous world.

Editor’s Note: “The Habit of Being” is one of the selections listed in Aleteia’s Big Winter Books
for 2024. We asked the noted scholar Joseph Pearce to provide our readers with a look at this

remarkable book.

Flannery O’Connor is a writer rooted in
the culture of the deep South. A native of
Georgia, her fictional tales are set in what
she called the “Christ-haunted” South. She
is, however, a writer who is also deeply
Catholic. Her works are steeped in the
philosophy of the faith in which she was
raised and which she practiced throughout
her life. This earthy and ethereal mixture of
the deep south and deep faith led O’Connor
to refer to herself as a “hillbilly Thomist”, a
label which has been taken up in the title of
a new book by Fr. Damian

Ference: Understanding the Hillbilly
Thomist: The Philosophical Foundations of
Flannery O’Connor’s Narrative Art. This
book is worth reading, as are The Abbess of
Andalusia: Flannery O’Connor’s Spiritual
Journey by Lorraine V. Murray

and Unmasking the Devil: Dramas of Sin
and Grace in the World of Flannery
O’Connor by Regis Martin. There is,
however, no better way of getting to know
Flannery O’Connor than in the reading

of The Habit of Being, a collection of her
letters, in which this most enigmatic of
writers reveals her loves, her likes, her
dislikes and her deepest beliefs.

A love for saints and literature

We learn of her love of the saints, especially
Thomas Aquinas, but also her admiration for
some of the spiritual giantesses who have
graced the world with their sanctity and
sanity: Catherine of Genoa, Catherine of
Siena, Teresa of Avila and Théréese of

Lisieux. There’s also an intriguingly gritty
reference to St. Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross, as she is now. Writing prior to her
canonization, when she was known simply
as Edith Stein, O’Connor saw in the future
saint a feistiness that she admired: “If she is
ever canonized, she will be one saint that |
don’t think they can sweeten up on holy
cards and write a lot of ‘pious pap’ about.”

Not surprisingly, considering her literary
leanings, O’Connor also admires the
mystical musings of John of the Cross. What
is surprising, however, is the absence of any
real discussion of Dante, the divine poet par
excellence. She only mentions him once, but
the few words say it all: “For my money
Dante is about as great as you can get.”

As for her other literary predilections, she
read widely and voraciously, “so much so
that I didn’t have time I suppose to be
influenced by any one writer.” She read the
modernists, Faulkner, Kafka, Conrad and
Joyce, and the Russians, “not Tolstoy so
much but Dostoevsky, Turgenev, Chekhov
and Gogol.” O’Connor read the best
Southern writers and “all the nuts like Djuna
Barnes and Dorothy Richardson and
Virginia Woolf.” She claimed to have “read
all the Catholic novelists,” but only lists by
name Mauriac, Bernanos, Bloy, Greene and
Waugh. There’s no mention of Chesterton,
Belloc, Benson or Maurice Baring.
Discussing the way that novelists employ
their art, she is both amusing and
penetratingly perceptive. Hemingway “had
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to test his manhood with it,” Virginia Woolf
“had to make it a laboratory,” and for
Aldous Huxley, it was “a place to give
lectures in.”

Philosophy and miracles

Her favored philosophers were French and
German. Of the former, she admired the
neo-Thomists, Etienne Gilson and Jacques
Maritain, but also the Christian
existentialist, Gabriel Marcel; of the latter,
she was influenced by the Platonist and
Jewish convert to Catholicism, Max Picard,
and by the philosopher-theologians, Karl
Adam and Romano Guardini, the latter of
whom was especially important to her
thinking.

Above all, The Habit of Being is worth
reading for the insights it offers into
Flannery O’Connor’s faith. Discussing
miracles, she called them “the great
embarrassment for the modern man, a kind
of scandal” because their presence prevented
Christ from being “reduced to the status of a
teacher, domesticated and fallible.” Christ
the miracle-worker was beyond the ken and
the control of rationalist reductionism. He

Joseph Pearce

was not “a tame lion,” to borrow a phrase
from C. S. Lewis.

Bound to believe

Speaking of the liturgy and the eucharist,
she distinguished between the development
of doctrine and “innovation,” the latter of
which was “a bad word ... for it implies that
this teaching was not implicit in the deposit
of faith.” As for the belief in the Real
Presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament,
she insisted that Catholics were bound to
believe in the Real Presence and did not
have a choice in the matter. “The Mass is a
memorial, but it is a memorial in which
Christ is ‘really, truly, and substantially’
present under the forms of bread and wine.”

In reading Flannery O’Connor’s letters, we
are being invited into a relationship of
intimacy with her. We enter her life as
eavesdroppers and get to know her. We
discover in The Habit of Being a being of
habit. Most important, perhaps, we learn
from the example of a literary genius and
woman of great faith the habit of being a
good Catholic in a dark and dangerous
world.

https://aleteia.org/2024/02/07/flannery-oconnor-on-the-habit-of-being-a-
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Lows And Highs Of Good Citizenship

It’s a presidential election year, so
Americans everywhere can look forward to
being bombarded by very important
messages from super serious celebrities
reminding us, ad nauseam, that we have a
responsibility to exercise our rights as
citizens by voting.

Now, I’'m not opposed to voting. Nor
to good citizenship, rights, or even
responsibilities. In fact, | think those are all
fine and important things. | confess that |
find most celebrities somewhat suspect, and
my suspicion increases in direct proportion
to their tendency to take themselves too
seriously. If they start singing John
Lennon’s “Imagine” at me, things are liable

to get ugly.

But this is an election year and,
perhaps even more than most election years,
this one promises to expose Americans to
unusually high doses of both ridiculousness
and rancor. And that makes it all the more
important for Catholics to think seriously,
not just about voting, but about rights and
responsibilities and, in particular, what it
means to be a good citizen.

Of course for most of us, voting is one
of the most concrete expressions of our
participation in the political communities of
which we are members. But the reality is
that the work of citizenship begins long
before any of us sets foot in a local polling
place. The vast majority of the work we do
to strengthen and edify — or erode and
destroy — the good of our political
communities happens outside the voting
booth.

First and foremost, citizenship is
about love, that is, about willing and acting
for the good of a particular community. A
good citizen loves the political community
to which he belongs. He loves it well when
he acts in a way that places the good of his
community — the whole good, the common
good — ahead of his own personal or tribal
interests.

The citizen ought to love his political
community because it is his, not merely in
exchange for the material benefits it
provides. The good citizen must love his
home enough to desire to fix what is broken
in it and preserve what is good in it. And
citizens who love their own with a proper
love will transform it into something greater.

If that sounds a bit Pollyannaish,
consider Chesterton’s remarks
in Orthodoxy about the London
neighborhood of Pimlico:

Some readers will say that this is mere
fantasy. | answer that this is the actual
history of mankind. This, as a fact, is how
cities did grow great. Go back to the darkest
roots of civilization and you will find them
knotted round some sacred stone or
encircling some sacred well. People first
paid honour to a spot and afterwards gained
glory for it. Men did not love Rome because
she was great. She was great because they
had loved her.

Now, not every city that is loved by
its citizens becomes Rome. That’s not the
point. The point is that no city or country
becomes great, nor persists in greatness,
which is not first loved. So a good citizen
must first love that to which he belongs.




No one learns to love as he ought
unless he first learns to properly distinguish
good things from bad things. Now this might
at first seem obvious, but a cursory look
around this country of ours suggests that
Americans are profoundly divided about
which things are good (and therefore to be
pursued and loved) and which things are bad
(and therefore to be avoided and despised.)

One reason for the profound divisions
about the nature of good and evil in our
society is the erosion of those social
institutions which, in accord with reason and
nature, are so vitally necessary to shaping
the character of a people. I’'m thinking
especially of the family, but this is also true
of many of our schools and universities,
workplaces, social clubs, labor unions,
neighborhood associations, and so on.

Think of where you learned the most
important lessons of your life: what to love
and how to love it well; how to forgive and

ask forgiveness; how to work hard and
celebrate joyfully; how to help others and
rely on others; how to trust and to keep trust;
how to receive wisdom and how to pass it
on; how to stand up for one’s self and how
to defend the weak.

My guess is you didn’t learn these
lessons from the state.

These lessons are invariably learned
in the midst of those “lower-level” social
institutions which are most under threat in
our culture today. Most of us only step into a
voting booth every few years; almost all of

Stephen P. White

us spend most of our time in the midst of
precisely these threatened social institutions.
This is where the vast bulk of our
contribution as citizens is made.

So the good citizen must take special
care for those institutions of a “lower order”
than the state, what Catholic social thought
calls Subsidiarity. Without the health of
these institutions, the state would be
deprived not only of good citizens, but of all
those other social goods that the state exists
to protect in the first place.

Finally, in addition to loving the
political community to which he belongs,
and caring for the “little platoons” of society
on which the larger political community
depends, the good citizen also loves what is
higher than politics.

The good citizen worships God
because that is what the creature owes his
Creator in justice. In worshiping God, the
good citizen also acknowledges the limits of
politics and refuses to demand of the state
what the state cannot give. By ordering his
love to the highest good, man ensures that
his other loves are ordered as well. And in
acknowledging a truth above politics, man
acknowledges a common standard by which
our differences might be resolved and our
divisions healed.

Election day is just one day. One day
does not a good citizen make. Loving God
first —and family and country second — is
for every day.
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Oregon University Eliminates Failing Grades

Some colleges and universities in the
United States have been struggling with
student performance, particularly since
they began spending more time protesting
Israel or the police than on the classes
they signed up for. And the DEI push
concerning who does or doesn't get
admitted isn't helping either. But no
school wants to go public and say that
they are graduating a bunch of sub-par
students, right? Western Oregon
University has joined the ranks of those
who are finding creative solutions to these

challenges. They will simply no longer
issue failing grades to anyone such as "D-
"or "F." They will simply assign "no
credit” to those who fail to complete the
work in the hope that they will be less
likely to drop out. Brilliant! (Fox News)

An Oregon university announced they will
abandon failing letter grades, citing a
"GPA fixation" that negatively impacts
students.

Western Oregon University issued a news
release earlier this month that revealed the
school would be replacing "D-" and "F"
grades with "no credit" to discourage
undergrads from dropping out.

Students who do not earn a passing grade
in their course will be required to repeat
the course and demonstrate proficiency.
The university's press release specified
that there is a difference between
receiving a failing grade and receiving a
"no credit" grade. The NC grade will "not
negatively impact student GPAs." In other
words, any course that students fail will
be ignored and their GPA will only
include the scores received in classes
where they did well. So if you were taking
seven courses this semester and you failed

six of them but received a "B" in
Transgender Women's Philosophy (I
haven't checked, but I would wager they
offer it), then you will be recorded as a "B
student.”

Let's stop and ask ourselves who is really
being served by a policy like this. Are the
parents who pay the hefty tuition costs for
this school getting their money's worth?
Are the employers who might hire that "B
student™ after graduation getting all the
information they need to determine the
best candidates? Are the students
themselves being served by being led to
believe they've received a top-notch
education when they have actually failed
to learn the basics they will require in
their chosen field of study?

Fox News reports that in the previous
semester, 65% of the students who
dropped out had received at least one "F"
in their studies. Students who drop out
stop paying tuition. This seems to be the
problem that Western Oregon University
was focusing on. But if students are
earning an "F" in their coursework, might
that not be suggestive of other, more
serious problems? Perhaps their professors
are not delivering the required information
in an effective manner. Maybe the student
wasn't well enough prepared in high
school to tackle this sort of work.
Whatever the underlying cause, surely we
can do better than simply passing them
along as if everything was fine and
launching them out into the professional
world without the required skills to
succeed.

One administrator told reporters that

"GPA will now become a "true reflection™
of "student success and course mastery"
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and failing grades will "no longer mask"
their "demonstrated abilities."” What does
that even mean? The entire idea of "course
mastery" is that a student has mastered the
underlying material offered in the course.
You "demonstrate"” those "abilities"
through testing. What other metric do we
have beyond job performance in their
chosen field? And if you received an "F"
in your class, it's unlikely that the
performance in question will lead to any
new patent awards.

Jazz Shaw

This is just more woke nonsense from the
country's collegiate system. Given the
amount of money these schools charge for
tuition, they should be providing
something of value in return. And the only
measure of that value is how well-
prepared the students are to head out and
thrive in the adult world. Nothing short of
that should be acceptable.

https://hotair.com/jazz-shaw/2024/02/05/oregon-university-eliminates-failing-grades-n3782365
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Social Media, Tweens, And Teens: Data, Consequences, Solutions

Social media technology has revolutionized not only the way tweens and teens communicate, but the way
they live, play, and think. What are the facts? What is happening now? What can be done?

Have you been in a classroom, restaurant or
airport lately? Have you noticed how
everyone’s faces are robotically glued to
their glowing screens?

Media conglomerates—Meta, X, Google,
Snapchat, TikTok—have created a world for
our youth where online connection is ground
zero.

Social media technology has revolutionized
not only the way tweens and teens
communicate, but the way they live, play,
and think. No doubt about it. The youth of
today are navigating globe-encircling
technologies totally unlike anything their
parents faced.

And since members of Gen Z are the biggest
consumers of social media, the question we
pose here is paramount. Has social

media consumed our children and
adolescents?

To find an answer, we need to examine the
data on social media use by U.S. tweens and
teens, ages 9-17 (Part One); expose and
evaluate the consequences following from
the data (Part Two) and, in an urgent effort
to protect our Kids, call for a collective
activism to right the social media ship (Part
Three).

Part One: The Data

Here’s what’s driving the growing concerns
over American tween and teen social media
use. Extrapolate data from the surveys
below. Apply them to the 25.4 million teens
in America between the ages of 12 and 17.
Then to the 24.4 million American tweens

between 6 and 11, and you begin to see the
demographic magnitude of the problem.

The 2022 Pew Research Study' (Teens,
Social Media and Technology) surveyed
6,316 teen participants across America, plus
their parents, with the following results:

25% of teens on Snapchat or
TikTok said they used these
apps almost constantly; a fifth
of YouTube users said the
same.

A majority of the teens who
used one of the social media
platforms “almost constantly”
said it would be hard to give
up social media, with 32%
saying it would be very hard.
60% of surveyed teens felt like
they had little (40%) or no
control (20%) over the
personal information the social
media companies collected
about them.

50% of the teens agreed that
pressing charges or
permanently banning users
who bully or harass others on
social media would
significantly reduce both
problems on these platforms.

46% of the parents were more
likely to be extremely or very
concerned about their child’s
exposure to explicit content on
social media.
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The Te__ens and Tech Survey
(2022)" interviewed 1,600 U.S. tweens and
teens, ages 11-18, and found:

100% of participants used all
forms of digital media a
whopping total of 10 hours
and 4 minutes per day.

50% of those in intact families
reported they participated in
family activities, compared
with 43% of teens in single
parent families and 36% of
teens in stepfamilies. Youth
who spent more time on digital
media and less time with
family activities were more
likely to report symptoms of
mental health problems.

Teens in non-intact families
who were heavy tech users
were most at risk for
depression and/or loneliness.

Parents in all types of families
reported difficulties in trying
to regulate their child’s online
use, particularly on social
media.

By high school, nearly 8 out of
10 participants whose parents
explicitly told them they could
not have a social media
account reported spending
some time on social media.

The U.S. Surgeon General’s Advisory
(2023)""" reports:

95% of teens and 40% of
children (aged 8-12) used
social media.

Though social media may
provide benefits to some
youth, it exposed tweens/teens
“to extreme, inappropriate, and

harmful content.” Youth who
spent on average 3.5 hours a
day on social media faced
“double the risk of poor
mental health including . . .
symptoms of depression and
anxiety.”

30% of adolescent social
media users were up until
midnight or later on their
phone and, consequently,
experienced poor sleep quality,
reduced sleep duration, sleep
difficulties, and depression.

Part Two: The Conseguences

Tristan Harris, former design ethicist for
Google and current executive director for
the Center for Humane Technology, offers
some timely advice. Rather than trying to
forecast the ‘point of singularity’ when Al
technology will be smarter and stronger than
us humans, we ought to be laser-focused on
the social media line we’ve already crossed.
A line that pits young users’ psychology
against them; a line that’s crippling and even
killing our youth.V

Using social media exploits and
manipulates tween/teen users.

In October of 2021, Mark Zuckerberg
changed Facebook, Inc. to Meta, short for
Metaverse, a virtual reality space where the
young can interact with other users and an
artificial intelligence-generated
environment. The documentary, The Social
Dilemma, details how this platform
manipulates young users’ emotions, making
them happier or sadder, more content or
more miserable, without tweens/teens even
knowing it.Y What’s more, Al-generated
social media trains and conditions Gen-Z
users to access this digital pacifier every
time they’re uncomfortable or lonely,
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uncertain or afraid. But that habit only
serves to vulcanize their own ability to calm
and soothe themselves with real-world
reflection, activities, and relationships." Vi

Antonio Garcia Martinez, author of Chaos
Monkeys, accuses Facebook (Meta) of bold-
facedly lying about its ability to manipulate
and exploit users based on the data it
collects on them."" The reality is, every
social media platform carefully monitors
users’ bodies, homes and every action they
do.™ It knows each of their personalities and
moods—when they’re depressed and when
they’re elated. By tracking every click, Al-
generated algorithms “learn” what posts,
articles, videos, and ads these tweens and
teens will most likely favor. Over time, the
algorithms get better and better at predicting
what the young user will do, look up, look
at, or purchase, building an ever more
accurate model—or avatar—of the
tween/teen.

In this Al-generated metaverse, anytime two
young people connect, a third person
advertiser is being paid to manipulate the
two of them. Even though the social media
app is free, the tween/teen user is the
product. More specifically, each

youth’s attention is the product being sold to
the advertisers.

Using social media indoctrinates
tween/teen users.

One tech expert suggests that young social
media users who have different views about
issues—climate change, for example—do a
reality swap.” Teen 1 and Teen 2 open up
Facebook on their phones and search for
climate change. Then the two swap phones.
When teen 1 scrolls through teen 2’s feed,
and compares it with his feed, he realizes
he’s not seeing what the other teen sees, and
vice versa.

This is a visceral way for teens to experience
how social media propaganda indoctrinates
and balkanizes their users. First, access to
sites like Facebook, Snapchat, and TikTok
consigns each tween and teen to their own
self-reinforcing info-cubicle, dividing one
user from the next and, second, tragically
introduces youth into a morality-free digital
ecosystem that “doesn’t erect any barriers
against individual desires and, even more,
demolishes existing barriers.”

In the U.S., most young people get their
entire diet of news from Facebook or
Snapchat.X An MIT study shows
disinformation on Twitter (X) spreads six
times faster than truth. Think about that.
Social media have the potential to transform
the way millions of American youth think
about their country and important political
and moral issues, and decide how they act
out their convictions.

As TikTok or Snapchat become magisterial
tools of indoctrination, responsible parties
must ask an important question. What would
this tool be like in the hands of a despot?
Would there be any means more efficient at
controlling our youth than social media?

Tween/teen use of social media makes them
sick.

Ever experience “phubbing”?*! It’s the act
of snubbing someone in a social situation by
looking at your phone instead of at the
friend or family member in your immediate
orbit. It’s absolutely injurious to the user’s
healthy social skills. And the person being
“phubbed” ends up feeling the teen
“phubber” neither respects nor cares about
them X

Social media teens spend a lot of their online

time observing and comparing their lives
and bodies with those of their peers. They’re
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locked into the “compare and despair”
syndrome.V For many teens, this syndrome
spawns an admixture of psycho-social-
physical health problems: social isolation,
self-absorption, negative body image, body
dysmorphia, low self-esteem, eating
disorders, eyestrain, poor sleep quality, high
blood pressure, heart disease, obesity,
weakened immunity, anxiety, depression,
and even cognitive decling.x VI

Some social media platforms actually show
suicide and self-harm-related content. In the
case of some teens who suffer from low self-
esteem and depression, this content has,
tragically, led to their death.

“Social media platforms are turning the
young into bona fide addicts. ™"

Because social media optimize the potential
for connection, they have a proportionate
potential for addiction.*!" But social media
addiction is much more complicated for
tweens and teens than it is for adults. The
brain of an adolescent is still developing and
frequent use of social media actually rewires
that brain to constantly seek immediate
gratification.

Behind tween/teen social media addiction
are two chemicals produced in the brain:
dopamine and oxytocin.X* Scientists have
shown that dopamine actually creates want
or desire, causing young social media users
to seek, to desire, to search. What stimulates
dopamine? Precisely the stuff of a social
media ecosystem: unpredictability, small
bits of info, and a variable reward system.
Since social networking supplies almost
unlimited social stimuli, young users
correlatively receive an unlimited influx of
dopamine.**

The human brain also releases oxytocin,
sometimes called the “cuddle chemical,”

when the person feels affection or
connection. Studies show that within 10
mins of social media use, the tween/teen
experiences a 13% rush of oxytocin,
equivalent to the hormonal spike of people
on their wedding day! Here’s the rub: Once
youth experience all the goodwill effects of
oxytocin—Ilower stress levels, feelings of
love, trust, empathy, and generosity—it’s
nigh unto impossible to quit wanting more
of it.

Social media companies like Meta, hiring
the best computer programmers and
psychiatric specialists, optimize the science
of addiction to keep young social media fans
“hooked.”™ The very reason both the
narcotic and social media industries call
their customers “users.”!

In short, social media algorithms leverage
teens’ dopamine/oxytocin-driven reward
circuitry and “stack the cards—and [their]
brains—against them.”>

Part Three: Some ldeas and Solutions

Resolving the pernicious consequences of
social media overuse should galvanize every
relevant segment of society into immediate
action toward remaking and repairing social
media.

Policy-makers

U.S. lawmakers at the state level have taken
important steps to develop legal protections
for young social media users.*V But that’s
not enough. We need federal legislative
protections for youth in all 50 states that all
social media platforms understand and
follow.

Strong comprehensive federal privacy and
data protections are now a real possibility.
The Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA),



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote14sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote15sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote16sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote17sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote18sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote19sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote20sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote21sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote22sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote23sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-consequences-solutions/#sdendnote24sym

introduced by Senators Richard Blumenthal
(D-CT) and Marsha Blackburn (R-TN),
would place a “duty of care” on social media
companies barring them from promoting
harmful behaviors (eating disorders and
suicide) to networking youth under 17.

The Children and Teens’ Online Privacy
Protection Act (COPPA), introduced by
Senator Ed Markey (D-MA) and Senator
Bill Cassidy (R-LA), would raise the age of
consent for data collection from 13 to 16 and
form a new division of the Federal Trade
Commission to enforce it. The bill explicitly
covers protection for support services,
suicide help hotlines, and educational
software.

Josh Golin, executive director of Fairplay,
urges bi-partisan support and passage of
both pieces of legislation. “Taken together,
KOSA and COPPA will help create the
internet all young people deserve—one that
respects their privacy and autonomy and
allows them to safely learn, play and
connect.””V

Tech companies

A handful of Silicon Valley tech companies
have taken over the public square,
controlling roughly 2 billion people.
Developing regulatory metrics that will
enable both the tech companies and the
general public to evaluate and track
instances of harm to young social media
aficionadas must be the first order of the
day.

Vivek Murthy, U.S. Surgeon General,
maintains the best way social media
platforms can reduce negative fallout from
their products is to set the health and safety
of young users as their number one priority.
This requires they share their data with
independent researchers to increase the

collective understanding of social
networking impacts, make design and
development decisions that benefit kids’
safety and health, and perfect systems so
that the public’s complaints are handled
effectively and in a timely fashion. !

Social media companies have an obligation
to limit the data they use and protect the data
they keep. And, before social media apps hit
the digital marketplace, they must meet
stringent safety standards just like any other
product.

Tech experts narrating The Social

Dilemma demand the social media industrial
complex redesign their platforms to
facilitate a humane design. Others define a
benevolent design as one that honors users’
freedom to “run the program as [they] wish”
and “to study the program’s source code and
change it, so the program does the
computing as [they] wish.”>Vli

Parents/caregivers

Most often kids outpace their parents in
using and manipulating their smartphones
and social media apps. The first thing
parents should do, to be conversant with the
apps’ good and bad features, is become
facile in maneuvering social networking
themselves. Only then can they teach their
kids and adolescents how to safely navigate
the social networking landscape.

In every event, the adults in the room must
model responsible online behavior for their
children. Here’s how:

= Watch The Social
Dilemma with your kids to
help them better understand
the manipulative and addictive
power they carry around in
their pockets every day.
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Set up an agreement with your
teens designating the time both
of you will spend on social
networking. Keep tabs on
promises kept.

Agree that both of you will
turn off notifications and alerts
on your digital devices.

Agree with your teens to
delete accounts that are
negatively impacting the
health and well-being of both
of you.

Create “tech-free zones” for
your whole family: mornings
and evenings, perhaps; meal
times; bedrooms.

Agree with your kids to use
social media as a way to thank
family and friends for their
love and support.

Designate a digital detox date
or day (Sunday?) when you
and your kids are offline; or
take an all-family, tech-free
vacation.

Agree to use only social media
accounts that inspire both of
you and that cultivate positive
emotions.

Give kids under 15 a “dumb”
(i.e., flip) phone without
internet and then consider
when older teens are mature
enough for a smartphone.

Educators

Teachers must help preadolescent kids (ages
9-12) to recognize and challenge the
utilitarian, materialist ethos that has seeped
into the taproots of Al-generated social
media. As St. John Henry Newman wrote:
“The heart is commonly reached, not
through the reason, but through the

imagination by means of direct impressions,
by the testimony of facts and events, by
history, by description.”V!"

Exposing middle school students to great
fantasy stories like The

Hobbit, The Chronicles of Narnia,

the Ranger’s Apprentice series, and Beauty
and the Beast is perhaps one of the best
ways to nurture their moral

imagination. ™ These tales not only depict
character, virtue and goodness in an
attractive way, they also challenge young
readers to think about the kind of person
they want to become, including how best to
maturely integrate internet and social media
use into their lives.

In complementary fashion, middle school
systems should offer Cybercivics,”* a digital
literacy curriculum. Teachers and students
explore important topics like digital
citizenship, responsible technology use, how
privacy policies and terms of use help
students make prudent choices about sharing
personal information, and the vortex of
sexting along with its dangerous outcomes:
revenge porn and sextortion.

Educators must teach adolescent students
(ages 13-17) that their undisclosed use of
Al-generated written material is plagiarism
and lying. > Students must understand that
the only way instructors can help them to
evaluate or improve their literary skills—
critical thinking and creativity, especially—
is if they submit written assignments
reflective of their personal due diligence.

High school teachers would do well to use
the film version of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of
the Rings to help their students study the
Ring as a metaphor for social media
technology. " Lessons learned from
Saruman: surrender to social media spells
addiction; from Gandalf: don’t even touch
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social media if you know you’re not strong
enough to counter its corruptive power; from
Sauron: the monitoring devices of social
media are enervating all of us.

An innovative idea for secondary
instructors: teach free, rather than
proprietary software. That is, offer software
training that will not only “direct society’s
future towards freedom,” a rudimentary goal
of the mission of education, but also “help
high school programmers master the
Craft"’xxxiii

Lawyers

Attorney and physician, Paul J. Molinaro,
insists that the following lawsuits lodged
against media networks—and any of the
same character that come down the pike—
are righteous and necessary to hold them
accountable for what they are doing to our
tweens and teens. v

On October 25, 2023, a lawsuit filed by a
bipartisan coalition of attorneys general
from 33 of the nations’ 50 states complained
that, over the past decade, Mark
Zuckerberg’s Meta Platforms, Inc.
(Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and
Threads) has, first, “profoundly altered the
psychological and social realities of a
generation of young Americans.” Second,
has harnessed “powerful and unprecedented
technologies to entice, engage, and
ultimately ensnare youth and teens.”*V

Several school districts across the U.S. have
also filed lawsuits against social media
companies, accusing them of harming the
mental and emotional life of tweens and
teens. The plaintiffs’ claims specified
insufficient parental controls, lack of age
verification systems, and complicated
processes for account deletion, i

The Church

The Church’s unique role is to help tweens
and teens travel through the roadways of life
and to be open to the “onrush of grace,”
expected and unexpected. That includes
helping them give up anything that would
thwart that rush of grace, including the
constant interruption from their social
media.

It’s a big order. But, (1) by reinserting God
and religion into the public square, (2) by
helping youth acquire the virtue of
temperance—specifically, self-control vis-a-
vis freedom-pilfering social media—and (3)
by helping the young recover their
rootedness in God, the Church will help
prevent tweens and teens from falling into
the hands of what some describe as the
social networking “monster.”

On May 29, 2023, The Vatican Dicastery for
Communication released a document
entitled, “Toward Full Presence. A Pastoral
Reflection on Engagement with Social
Media.”V' American youth should
implement three of its healthy guidelines.
First, take a break from social media to pray,
silently reflect, and spend time with others
in person. Second, begin your conscience
examen by asking how your social media
use impacts three vital relationships: with
God, neighbor, and the environment around
you. Third, use social media as a means of
sharing Gospel values with people near and
far.

Conclusion:

Like Plato’s parable of the cave, the goal of
all persons and institutions cited above must
be to release teens and tweens from seeing
only shadows of the online world into seeing
the truth, beauty and goodness of the natural
world—real life, in real time, with live
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friendships. To help the young consume by it. In sum, to help our youth win, rather
social media wisely rather than be consumed than lose, the game of social media.

Sister Renée Mirkes

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/03/social-media-tweens-and-teens-data-
consequences-solutions/
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‘Did Not Align With Our Mission’: Catholic University
Fires Professor Who Brought In ‘Abortion Doula’

Catholic University confirmed to The Daily
Signal that it has terminated the contract of
the professor who invited a self-declared
“abortion doula” to speak to students about
coaching women through abortions and
“pregnant men” through a “seahorse birth.”
Catholic University President Peter
Kilpatrick announced to students on Jan. 30
that the university “terminated our contract
with the professor who invited the speaker”
after obtaining “clear evidence that the
content of the class did not align with our
mission and identity.”

“We first heard of the incident on
Wednesday and began to gather information
from the students and the professor,”
Kilpatrick explained. “We had been told that
one student had a recording of the class, and
had plans to send it to the media, but the
recording was not shared with the university
administration.”

“We received one media inquiry Thursday,
and one on Friday, asking for comment,” he
continued. “While we were unable to
confirm what exactly was said in the class,
we did determine that the speaker’s views
on life issues and on the anthropology of the
human person were not consistent with our
mission and identity as a faithful Catholic
university, and that she should not be
allowed to address the class again.”
Kilpatrick emphasized that Catholic
University is strongly committed to
promoting “the full truth of the human
person and to protecting human life from
conception to natural death.”

“In our rigorous pursuit of truth and justice,
we engage at times with arguments or

ideologies contrary to reason or to the
Gospel,” he said. “But we do so fully
confident in the clarity given by the
combined lights of reason and faith, and we
commit to never advocate for sin or to give
moral equivalence to error. As witnessed by
the life and virtue of St. Thomas Aquinas,
whose feast we just celebrated as a
community, such engagement with opposing
ideas helps us both to grow in our command
of truth and to respond to error with
empathy, compassion, and mercy.”

“Here at Catholic University, we have the
unique opportunity and common blessing to
pursue truth, to grow in faith, and to exercise
charity,” he added. “Our studies aim at
producing wisdom, which includes
excellence in living and sharing the truth
with others. May our common study help us
to understand life, to love goodness, and to
promote and protect the dignity of the
human person.”

The Daily Signal first reported the story of
the “abortion doula” last week after a
Catholic University nursing student detailed
the abortion lecture. The student noted that
the guest speaker said she also practices
Reiki, a controversial Japanese method of
spiritual healing and self-improvement.

“It was really unsettling,” nursing student
Felipe Avila, 20, told The Daily Signal in a
phone interview Friday. “The fundamental
point is to understand human development
from conception to natural death, right? And
they brought in someone who counsels
women to terminate life.”

Psychology lecturer Melissa Goldberg (who
did not respond to requests for comment)
invited the doula, Rachel Carbonneau, to
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address her class, titled Psychology 379:
Lifespan Development.

The term doula usually refers to

a professional who provides physical and
emotional support to a woman before,
during, and shortly after childbirth. Planned
Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion
provider, defines an abortion doula as
someone who “provides physical and
emotional support to a patient during their
abortion process.”

Carbonneau identified herself to the class as
an “abortion doula,” according to the audio
recording obtained by The Daily Signal. The
founder and CEO of the LGBTQ-aligned
doula company Family Ways also was an
English lecturer at Catholic University from
2005 to 2008, her LinkedIn profile says.

Avila, the nursing student, said he first
recognized the doula’s misalignment with
the Catholic school’s values when
Carbonneau began “using terms like birthing
persons [and] pregnant person.” The lecturer
was “very strategic in avoiding the word
‘woman,’” Avila said.

One of Avila’s classmates repeatedly asked
Carbonneau how abortion ties into her work
as a doula, which prompted the lecturer to
share her pro-abortion stance openly.

“This 1s a space | feel comfortable
navigating,” the doula said in response to
questions.

Carbonneau also described what she called
“seahorse birth.”

“We work with trans clients,” Carbonneau
told students, according to the audio. “I have
some men who have given birth; it’s
amazing, we call it seahorse birth. It’s
lovely, especially when it’s a water birth;
it’s fantastic.”

Female seahorses still produce eggs and
male seahorses fertilize them, but male
seahorses incubate the young in a special
pouch, from which the young emerge. This
does not mean male seahorses become
female, but they do appear to “give birth,” in
a sense, so pro-transgender activists claim
that when a “transgender man” gives birth,
that is similar to a male seahorse doing so.
She insisted: “It’s not my business as a
doula or a human being to pass judgment on
how anybody else chooses to live their
life.”

When discussing the stigma of “pregnant
men,” Carbonneau urged students to
“normalize” the discussion of women who
identify as men giving birth.

“I think just normalizing it, right? Using the
gender-neutral language, talking about
pregnant men as pregnant people, pregnant
women, pregnant men, pregnant humans,”
she told the class.

Carbonneau acknowledged the tension
between her support for abortion and the
Catholic position on the issue, saying she
herself had studied at the university.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states
that abortion is a “moral evil” and “gravely
contrary to the moral law.”

The doula’s presentation Tuesday at
Catholic University felt “unsettling,”

Avila said. The student pointed out that “one
of the many reasons that students like me
and many of my peers made the decision to
attend Catholic University is for that
Catholic identity.”

“The university should not wait for there to
be public pressure or a public outcry for
there to be some kind of change ... if they
want to preserve the Catholic identity, then
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they need to take these things a lot more
seriously,” Avila added.

Carbonneau said she uses Reiki, a Japanese
spiritual healing technique condemned by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops as
incompatible with Christian teaching and
scientific evidence. In 2009, the conference
said that “it would be inappropriate for
Catholic institutions ... to promote or to
provide support for Reiki therapy.”

Catholic University acknowledged the
contradiction between Carbonneau’s support
for abortion and the institution’s own values
on Friday in a statement to The Daily
Signal.

Mary Margaret Olohan

“The Catholic University of America was
appalled to learn about reports regarding this
guest speaker,” the university told The Daily
Signal. “It does not reflect our mission and
values as a university that is committed to
upholding the dignity of life at all stages.”

“The guest speaker will not be speaking
again to the class, and we are re-
communicating the terms and expectations
by which all outside speakers are vetted and
invited,” the university, added, referring to
Carbonneau.
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The Space Between Words: An Invention Of Monks

The space between the words of a written text only entered into use in the 7th century,
in the silence of Irish monasteries.

Who would’ve thought that a space between
words had to be invented? The first traces
of written language are over 5,000 years
old and come to us from the cradle of
humanity, in Mesopotamia. However,
writing is a form of language born several
times over to succeed in transcribing the
spoken word onto clay, stone, parchment, or
paper. While writing hasn’t always

existed, punctuation took an even longer
time to develop, and the separation
between words is a relatively late
innovation.

In ancient Greek and Latin

manuscripts, scriptio continua, or
continuous writing, dominated: the eye
glided along opaque blocks of letters,
arranged in uniform, rectangular
paragraphs. Reading was reserved for a
select few, and the vast majority of the
European population was illiterate.

For a time, Greek and Latin had
incorporated the “interpunct” (a vertically
centered dot between words), but it fell out
of use. As a result, the text only revealed its
meaning when read aloud, taking from its
reader an attempt at punctuation.

The beginnings of modern writing

It wasn’t until the 7th century that monks
in Ireland (to whom we owe so much),
accustomed to the OId Irish alphabet (an
ancient precursor of their modern language)
and struggling to decipher Latin texts, tried
to reform the way of writing. They began to
separate words from each other, using the
space we know today.

It was also at this time that punctuation
began to take shape, such as the comma,
which was then no more than a slash, or the
beginnings of the question mark. This is also
the origin of the pilcrow, a kind of inverted
“P” (), which comes from writing “C”
twice with a slight offset, as an abbreviation
of the word capitulum (chapter)

and indicating the end of a

paragraph. However, its usage was limited
to the Celtic and Anglo-Saxon worlds, since
it wasn’t until the reign of Charlemagne at
the end of the 8th century that a reform of
grammar imposed its rules on writing.

Word separation was still in its infancy, and
the intervals between words remained
random until the 12th century. It was then
that words finally became clearly
distinguishable from one another,
removing ambiguities of interpretation, as
in the famous example of “Godisnowhere,”
which can just as easily be read “God is now
here” as “God is nowhere.”

Silent reading

With the space between words came a new
practice: silent reading. Until then, texts
were meant to be read aloud. A distant trace
of this can be found in the Confessions of St.
Augustine, who was astonished to discover
Ambrose of Milan reading a text without
moving his lips. “When he read, his eyes
scanned the page and his heart examined the
meaning, but his voice remained silent and
his tongue motionless. [...] Often, when we
came to visit him, we found him reading in
silence, for he never read aloud.”
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From then on, the relationship with the text Fourteen centuries later, let’s smile and
changed, entering into the intimacy of the thank those blessed Irish monks to whom
individual: Readers could now read alone, we owe a little silence and respite in this
first for instruction, then for pleasure, and world.

literature as we know it today was born.

Morgane Afif

https://aleteia.org/2024/01/30/the-space-between-words-an-invention-of-
monks/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-
&utm_content=Newsletter&utm medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240130
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Toward A Eucharistic Education

The summum bonum of Catholic education
can be expressed in two words: Jesus Christ.
Every Catholic school, every subject, every
extracurricular activity exists to form
students’ minds and characters after the
heart of Christ so that they may live in union
with Him in this life and the next. Catholic
school students, therefore, ought to be
immersed in the Eucharist so they can see,
taste, and be transformed by Christ, present
yet hidden under the veils of bread and
wine.

We can rightly call the Eucharist,
then, the summit and source of Catholic
education. It is the goal to which schools
lead their students, and it provides the grace
for administrators, teachers, and students to
fulfill their vocations. The Catholic school’s
mission includes developing students’
understanding and love of the Eucharist. At
the same time, a school that places the
Eucharist at the heart of its life stands
fortified against constant pressures to
conform to the world’s — and the
government’s — demands.

As we celebrate Catholic schools this
week amidst our national Eucharistic
revival, the stature of the Eucharist in our
schools’ curricula and programming should
be our top priority. Yet, somehow, as if
unaware of this pivotal movement in the
Church, the National Catholic Education
Association has chosen for this year’s
celebration the bland and uninspired theme
of “United in Faith and Community,” one
that can be charitably judged as a missed
opportunity.

For in this current moment, Catholic
schools, to play their vital role in the
Eucharistic revival, should be guiding their
students to the Eucharist constantly, every
day, in multiple ways. That is, our schools
must provide a Eucharistic education.

What does a Eucharistic education
look like?

First, religion curricula at each grade
level, K-12, must be tied to and include
instruction on the Eucharist. For example,
primary grades often have course themes
such as “God our Father” or “Our Life in
Christ.” The connections are straightforward
and can be developed in multiple lessons:
The Eucharist allows us to see God, and we
have life in Christ by receiving and
worshipping the Eucharist. Teachers can do
likewise for other grade levels.

In addition, formal instruction on the
Eucharist itself cannot be confined to the
years devoted to the sacraments. Rather,
multiple lessons on the Eucharist — what it
is, how it comes to be, how we worship it —
can easily be incorporated into, and made a
major component of, the traditional course
divisions of Scripture, Church history, and
morality.

Typically, schools do not teach the
Eucharist as a distinct topic across curricular
themes in this manner. But if we want to
reverse the dismal decline of faith in the
Real Presence, today’s desperate times call
us to think differently.

Second, because the Eucharist is
Christ Himself, it transcends limits of time
and space — and academic disciplines.
Religion classes teach the substance of the
Eucharist; other disciplines point to its
vitality. That a class in a Catholic school
begins with a prayer is standard; that it
begins with a Eucharistic prayer is not, but
the possibilities are many: Anima
Christi, Adoro Te Devote, O Salutaris
Hostia, Pange Lingua — in English or, where
appropriate, in Latin.



https://www.ncea.org/csw/
https://www.ncea.org/csw/

Every discipline can showcase the
Eucharist in multiple ways. Art classes of
different grade levels can study countless
paintings that incorporate the Eucharist, and
students can be taught to create their own.
Music classes can study and sing the
aforementioned prayers; how much greater
is this effort when combined with Latin
classes. Literature classes have Eucharistic
themes in the Chronicles of Narnia for the
younger grades, Flannery O’Connor and
Graham Greene for older students.

Then there is science class. What
better venue is there to study the Eucharistic
miracles, particularly the more recent
ones in Poland, India, and Mexico, than in
science, the discipline that many secularists
see as religion’s executioner? Doing so will
help correct Catholic students’ mindsets:
science is not the answer to the world’s
moral problems, but a window into God’s
omnipotence.

Third, since the Eucharist is a wonder
both for study and for adoration, academic
courses require robust religious
programming. Mass, holy hours, and
benediction should be regular features of a
school’s life. Retreat programs become more
powerful when silent adoration and
benediction are included. In June, every
school should bring its academic year to a
close by celebrating Corpus Christi with a

David G. Bonagura, Jr.

robust Eucharistic procession around
campus.

Finally, since the goal of Eucharistic
education is not merely to know about the
Eucharist, but to love it, schools must strive
to capture students’ imaginations with the
mystery and power of this most Blessed
Sacrament. Eucharistic holy hours and
benediction help, so do stories of the saints
who went to superhuman lengths for their
love of the Eucharist. (Consider, as one
example for school children, St. John
Berchmanns, who served three Masses
before his first class each day.) Best of all
are the Eucharistic miracles, which, in my
own experience, students find spellbinding.

In his final encyclical, Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, St. John Paul wrote simply that
“the Church draws her life from the
Eucharist.” The same can be said of Catholic
schools. The Eucharist animates,
strengthens, and directs them to fulfilling
their mission: leading their students to Jesus
Christ.

As we celebrate Catholic Schools
Week, let us kneel before the Blessed
Sacrament and pray in the words of St.
Thomas Aquinas: “Grant that with Thy
saints above, sitting at the Feast of Love, we
may see Thee face to face.”

https://www.thecatholicthing.ore/2024/01/30/toward-a-eucharistic-

education/?utm_source=The+Catholic+Thing+Daily&utm_campaign=d4b4b3218b-
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Catholic Education Should Be The Model

Real education treats the whole person -- spiritually, academically, socially, culturally

“Celebrate Catholic Schools Week,” an
initiative of the National Catholic
Educational Association, is observed
January 28-February 3. Parishes with
schools traditionally have a special student
Mass on Sunday and at least one open house
during the week. In that sense, “Celebrate
Catholic Schools Week” seems a kind of
recruitment tool for students. But —
important as that is — it certainly should not
be limited to that!

I’ll admit the argument I develop is not the
usual warm fluffies often heard during our
week of celebrations of Catholic Schools.
But perhaps we actually do need to think a
little harder about why we bother to
celebrate this week, why parishes struggle to
keep schools open, and why parents make
the sacrifices they do to put a child in a
Catholic school.

What is, or should be, distinctive about
Catholic education? Mind you, my
experience is mostly from Catholic higher
education, which has a unique subset of
1ssues. That said, there is a common thread
that should run through all levels of Catholic
education: the truth of the human person.

I’m also going to make a blunt claim:
Catholic schools are the model for what a
school should be.

And I’ll assert a corollary to that: Public
schools are incomplete schools.

Those are three bold declarations,
controversial to the larger society but
hopefully not to Catholics. That I suspect
they may also challenge Catholics is why we
need to look more deeply into this question.

As I noted last week in marking “National
School Choice Week,” education is
ultimately not about schools but about
students. Education is for students and
schools are the tools by which that education
is delivered. But a proper understanding of
the purpose of education first presupposes a
proper understanding of the human person.
The human person is a bodily-spiritual
being, created and loved by God as an end in
himself, destined for an eternal life which,
based on man’s free choices, is either
beatitude or damnation. That is the being
that education is supposed to educate.

A Catholic education should be the model
for what education is because a Catholic
education should address the whole person,
spiritually, academically, socially, and
culturally. A Catholic education recognizes
that the student has an eternal destiny and
that his faith, as much as his reason, is
essential to being “educated.” A genuine
Catholic education, therefore, inculcates
spiritual knowledge and good spiritual
habits alongside temporal knowledge and
good academic habits. It recognizes that the
person is not a “split-level” personality but
one being, in whom all these dimensions of
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the human person should be seamlessly
joined.

Public education does not do that and is,
therefore, incomplete, because it refuses to
address the complete person. It feigns
agnosticism about a student’s spiritual life
and destiny, pretending these are somehow
outside the purview of “education,” at least
the “education” with which a school should
bother. Those issues may be deemed
opinion, magic, or cultural baggage, but they
are not “educational” material in the sense
that the school considers them necessary to
teach in order to provide a “well-rounded”
education.

So, when we “Celebrate Catholic Schools”
we need to ask ourselves: How do we
understand what Catholic schools do that
public schools don’t? Is what Catholic
schools teach (that public schools don’t)

essential to education, so that its absence in
the public school is an educational
deficiency? Or do we think that the public
school’s truncated curriculum (based on a
truncated view of the human person) is the
“norm” and that all Catholic schools do is
add some “topper” or “optional extra”?
That’s really the issue: Is an education that
speaks to the spiritual dimension of the
student “icing on the cake” or “meat and
potatoes™? It ultimately comes down to
whether we think education should address
the whole student — which includes the
student as spiritual subject — or can simply
address parts of him.

Note, please, that the dichotomy is in some
sense not as sharp as I am sketching it. The
most cursory survey of U.S. public
education today makes clear that it is very
much roiled in controversies over curricula.
When public schools promote reverse
racism (masquerading as “critical race
theory”) or sexual agendas at variance with
how parents choose to raise their children
(often consciously concealed from those
same parents) the excuse for such practices
is that the public school is promoting public
“values.” In other words, those schools
recognize they have a spiritual and
axiological function; they cannot and don’t
even want to escape the “values” question.
They just don’t want your values and may
even do their level best to undermine them,
ostensibly in the name of “tolerance” and
even “education.”

As Humpty Dumpty observed in Through
the Looking Glass, “When I use a word it
means just what I choose it to mean—
neither more or less. ... The question is...
which is to be the master — that’s all.”
When public schools arrogate the claim to
be parental “partners” (rather than servants)
in education, what’s really at issue is “which
is to be the master — that’s all.” And that
fight is precisely being fought over parents
and their rights vis-a-vis the values to be
imported into the classroom.

So, the question is: Are those values to be
the true, the good, and the beautiful, as
Catholic schools seek to present them, or are
they to be the agenda of the Zeitgeist and
our secular elites, masquerading as “public”
or “community values”? Is the norm to be
found in public schools, with Catholic
schools throwing in an optional “topper,” or
in Catholic schools, with public schools




offering a truncated curriculum and maybe Deciding that question should determine
some ersatz “values”? what we actually “celebrate” this “Catholic
Schools Week.”

John M. Grondelski

https://www.newoxfordreview.org/catholic-education-should-be-the-model/
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One of The Herald’s Chaplains Answers Your Questions:
Tackling Religious ‘Myths’

Our daughter, Felicity, is starting Year 9.
She is really good at science and wants to be
an engineer. Getting her to Mass hasn’t
been easy for a while. Last Sunday she told
us she is never going again and refuses to be
confirmed. She asked how we could possibly
believe in “those religious myths”, when
SCience has disproved it all. We don’t think
Felicity is right, but don’t know what to say
to her.

It’s important to take Felicity’s concerns
seriously. Encourage her love of science;
help her see that science and the Catholic
faith are complementary. Point out the
number of Catholic scientists. Ampére, from
whom we get the word “amp”, was one of
the fathers of the study of electromagnetism.
Gregor Mendel, the father of modern
genetics, was an Augustinian friar and
abbot. Fr Georges Lemaitre, often credited
with first proposing the theory of the Big
Bang, was a Catholic priest and a professor
of astrophysics. There’s even a law of
physics (half) named after him: the Hubble-
Lemaitre law.

It’s not just Catholics, either. John
Polkinghorne was an astrophysicist who was
also an Anglican clergyman. Francis Collins
was the director of the Human Genome
Project. Collins argues that, in the light of
science, it is atheism, not Christianity, that is
the “least rational” worldview.

These big names ought to make her doubt
that science has disproved “those religious
myths”. However, she is unlikely to accept
the Christian faith just because these
scientists did. So it would be important to
listen to her to find out what she means by
“those religious myths” and why she thinks

science has disproved them. Here are some
thoughts on the arguments she might use.

She might say that as science explains the
world, God is no longer necessary. For
example, if complex life can be explained by
evolution by natural selection, there is no
need for a creator God. But this argument
rests on a confusion about God. God and
science are not in conflict. Science describes
the physical universe (that’s why it’s called
“physics”). It describes how the physical
world changes from one state to another. In
physics we look for physical explanations of
physical phenomena. But if we ask why any
physics exists or operates, the answer cannot
come from more physics — because physics
is the very thing we are trying to explain!

To explain why physics exists or operates,
we have to look beyond the physics to
metaphysics (meta = beyond). Why, for
example, do laws of physics exist? We
cannot answer this with another law of
physics. We have to look outside the
physical universe for an explanation, and
that is where God is.

So, far from being in conflict with science,
God is the reason why there is any science.
Darwin said: “It seems to me absurd to
doubt that a man may be an ardent theist and
an evolutionist.” St John Henry Newman
pointed out that evolution adds to the
grandeur of God’s creation, writing: “Mr
Darwin’s theory need not be atheistical... it
may simply be suggesting a larger idea of
Divine Prescience and Skill.” After all, what
requires greater creative wisdom: God
specially creating each creature by miracle,
or God creating the universe so perfectly
that it would, in time, by the natural powers
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He had given it at the moment of the Big
Bang, result in the wondrous variety of
forms of life we see today?

Another conflict your daughter might have
is the idea that science shows miracles are
impossible. This too is confused. Science
simply shows what the universe normally
does. Science can tell us nothing about what
the universe might do if God causes it to
behave differently. You don’t need science
to tell us that it is impossible for a man
naturally to rise from the dead — the fact that
it cannot happen naturally is what makes it a
miracle! A miracle is just God, the creator of
the universe, causing the universe to behave
differently from usual. And since God is the
reason for its usual behaviour, there is no
reason why he should not, on occasion,
make it behave differently.

Many young people think a conflict is to be
found by saying that science shows the

biblical stories are not true but are myths. If
“myth” 1s taken to mean a story that did not
happen in the way in which it is described,

then on this (inadequate) definition, the six-

The Catholic Herald

day creation story in Genesis 1 is clearly
mythical. You don’t need science to tell you
that — just examine the text. Genesis
contains two creation stories and since they
contradict each other, they don’t seem to be
there to describe the events of creation, but
rather to explore the meaning of creation.
The Church has never required the faithful
to take Genesis 1 as a literal scientific
description, although it does teach profound
truths. From ancient times, the likes of St
Augustine warn us not to interpret the text in
that way. Since Genesis is not meant to be
taken as a scientific description of the events
of creation, science cannot “disprove it”.

Respectfully, explain to Felicity that the
alleged conflict between science and the
faith rests on a series of confusions. Despite
the popularity of the science vs religion
conflict, it’s not an intellectually credible
position. Her worries cannot justify her
absence from Mass.

Do give her space, though, to work through
her difficulties before she is confirmed.

https://catholicherald.co.uk/one-of-the-heralds-chaplains-answers-your-questions-tackling-

religious-myths/
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Here Are 4 Catholic Schools In The U.S. That Are Keeping The Faith

The 50th anniversary of National Catholic
Schools Week kicked off this week,
celebrating the more than 5,200 Catholic
grade schools in the country that educate
more than 1.3 million students.

Celebrated since 1974, this week is marked
by special Masses, open houses, and events
for students and families. This year’s theme
is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and
Community.”

CNA spoke with four different Catholic
schools about the creative ways they have
fostered their Catholic identity and grown in
faith.

‘Knowing by heart’

Our Lady of Lourdes Classical School, a
K-8 school in Denver, focuses on classical
education coupled with a vibrant parish life.
With a waitlist overflowing with parish
families and other students, Lourdes
Classical opened a second campus in 2018.
But in 2011, it was a failing school. What
changed?

Rosemary Vander Weele, president of the
school, credits the turnaround with the
“intentionality” of bringing Christ into
education.

“Christ is present and he’s the ‘logos’ of
every lesson,” she said.

Vander Weele’s goal was to build a “healthy
and robust Catholic culture where we could
support the families.”

“I wanted to just live up to what the Church
asks a Catholic school to be,” she explained,
“which is really an integrated presentation of
the curriculum through the eyes of the

Church in a way that inspires the pursuit of
wisdom and virtue.”

Vander Weele credited the growth to “a
dedicated and deliberate emphasis on doing
what the Church asks us to do, [which] is to
support the family in their role as the
primary educator” in a way that “honors the
end goal, which is the pursuit of wisdom and
virtue.”

Relationships are at the heart of Catholic
education for Lourdes Classical, whether it’s
the “partnership” between the school and
parents, the support from the parish for the
school, or the formation of students by
teachers.

“We must be in a partnership [with the
parents]. It’s not a contractual thing. It’s a
covenant thing,” Vander Weele explained.
“We are working together in this mission of
forming your students.”

Lourdes offers four daily Masses a week for
students, which parents often attend as well.

“There is the element of how critical the
parish life is to the support of the school,
and that we have seen without a doubt at
Lourdes,” she said. “We have an incredible
pastor who really brought that vision to
fruition ... The Masses are packed on the
weekends with great families that are not
just living the faith on Sundays, but then it
carries over into the school life as well.”

Classical education has also played a role in
the school’s revival.

Vander Weele turned away from the
modern, transactional approach to education
when she was teaching history and found
herself telling a student automatically that
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the class had to learn this “to get to high
school.”

“That was kind of my conversion moment
where I thought, if that’s the only reason I
am educating, I’'m doing exactly what I
hated in my own education,” Vander Weele
said.

“We remember things when we learn them
in story, when we learn them in historical
context, and when we learn them in
relationship to where we are now,” she
explained.

When asked about what classical education
is like at Lourdes, Vander Weele said: “It’s
not so much classical as it is Catholic.”

“Because if we understand how God created
the human mind to absorb, to learn: We say
things like, ‘I know that by heart.” That
means we have taken the knowledge, and it
has become part of us,” she reflected. “It’s
in our heart. That’s not what modern
education does. It forces information in and
it spits information out, and we have lost the
humanity of it.”

“It becomes part of the air we breathe: What
we are doing is pursuing Christ, the ‘logos,’
the word, and that happens in every
subject,” she said.

Forming the whole student

St. Alphonsus Parish School, a Catholic K-
8 school that also prioritizes academic
excellence and faith life, has been operating
in Seattle for more than 100 years.

Nick Padrnos, who has been the principal
for about three years, emphasized that
Catholic education is about forming the
“whole person.”

“We want to see how things are connected,
because once students connect [the] dots of
things, there’s those ‘aha moments’ and
meaning is made,” he said. “We don’t want
to give them this Catholic education where
they did robotics club and they did drama
and they did CYO sports and they did chess,
but they missed the unifying meaning
behind everything — which is Christ.”

Padrnos said that a key purpose of Catholic
grade school is to help students “develop an
appetite for things that are true, good, and
beautiful.”

“There’s a lot of cynicism in the world and a
lot of our students in this generation, they’re
on TikTok or on social media,” he
explained. “But I think they’re not as naive
as we like to think they are. | think they get
the superficiality of it. I think they realize
how shallow it is, but it also has jaded them
[into thinking] that the world is just
shallow.”

“What we’re trying to do is develop an
appetite for things that are beautiful, things
that are really dense and rich and
wholesome that they’re going to have to
chew on really deeply and ask big
questions,” he continued. “And they’re not
going to get all the answers by the time they
graduate eighth grade.”

Although only about 50% of St. Alphonsus
students are Catholic, Padrnos pointed out
that “catholic” means universal.

“If Catholic education is done, right, it
should not be a wall or boundary; it should
draw everybody in because it’s for
everyone,” he explained. “When you get
onto campus or into the school building, my
goal is that it should feel like you’re
swimming in a Catholic worldview.”
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One way Padrnos hopes to instill that
worldview is through the school’s “virtue of
the month.” Students memorize Scripture
relating to that virtue and every week, the
school honors students of the week who live
out that specific virtue.

“Virtuous living happens every day and we
do want to call it out where we see it,”
Padrnos said. “The kids need to know that
it’s possible — that a life of virtue and
holiness can be done, and it should be
strived for.”

Padrnos emphasized cultivating the “moral
imagination” of students through narrative

and play.

“If these students can begin to imagine it,
first in story, in the narrative and then really
to see themselves as part of a narrative of
salvation history that they fit into,
imagination then becomes something that’s

more real than our day-to-day experience,”
he explained. “That’s what we’re trying to
give to them, subliminally in a lot of ways,
that you’re made for something more. We’re
[forming] you to be citizens of this world
but ultimately citizens of heaven.”

This year, Padrnos instituted a “house
system” where students are sorted into
houses named after saints. The “house
captains,” who are elected eighth graders,
help choose the saints. Throughout the year,
the students learn more about their saint,
earn points for their house, and join in
lighthearted competitions.

“At the start of the year, we did a Harry
Potter-style sorting. We found an old hat in
the prop room,” Padrnos said. “I got an Al
voice generator, typed in like all these little
things so that [when] we put the hat on the
kid, we’d be in the back and press play on
the computer. It’d say [things like] ‘Very

interesting. .. Let me look inside this noggin
— ah courage, you must be in the JP2
house!””

Students earn points for their houses through
things like service, altar serving, academic
achievements, and practicing virtuous
habits.

“It goes to that idea of, ‘I’m not responsible
just for myself. I’'m responsible for others.
My actions have bearing on everyone else,””
Padrnos explained.

In response to cynicism, Padrnos hopes to
instill a sense of play and wonder.

Once a month, St. Al’s has a house
challenge where the houses gather in the
auditorium and students are randomly
selected to play fun games.

“[We do] things like putting shaving cream
on teachers’ heads, and kids throw ping
pong balls to get them stuck on the teacher’s
heads,” Padrnos said. “What does that have
to do with the Catholic worldview view?
Probably not inherently that much, but
again, let’s play into that sense of play,
because kids need it.”

“We don’t want the kids to be more mature
than they need to be. They’re supposed to be
young and there’s something beautiful about
keeping that innocence,” he said.

‘The Sacred Heart family’

Another K-8 school taking faith and
community seriously is Sacred Heart
Catholic School in St. Petersburg, Florida.
It also has a “house system” where students
and teachers are assigned to groups named
after saints. These “houses” each focus on a
core value of the school that relates to the
saint.
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“I’m part of the St. Teresa house,” the
school’s principal, Nicole Wilson, told
CNA. “So, for example, St. Teresa is
‘serve.” So my house, our core value that we
focus on is ‘serve.’”

Each month, the older students will work on
a service project together and the school will
tie it to a fruit of the Holy Spirit and a saint
that they’re learning about that month.
Eighth graders will also pick a charity to
help each month.

“We try to do different service projects
throughout the school year that are
meaningful to the kids,” Wilson explained.
“In December, we did Toys for Tots to tie it
to Christmas.”

“We like to say that we don’t just have
religion class, because it interweaves itself
throughout the day,” she said.

When asked what makes Sacred Heart
unique, Wilson noted that 90% of the
student body (about 226 students) is
Hispanic.

“So we have a really big, diverse Hispanic
culture that spans through lots of different
countries, which is really cool,” she said.
“And a lot of the families are very proud of
where they come from and who they are.”

Because of this, the school started a
Hispanic heritage month celebration and
hosted a lunch where the families
contributed different foods for the kids to

try.

“But it was really cool because you got to
see the parents. They had set up tables. They
brought fun things for the kids to hand out,
and you could just tell how proud and
excited they were,” she said. “And it was
just this feeling of excitement and

community and togetherness that it was
catching. You couldn’t not be excited about
it.”

The school has a large number of Catholic
families, Wilson noted, but whether you’re
Catholic or not, “I have had a lot of people
who say that when they walk in the building,
it feels like family.”

“I want them to feel welcome, like they’re
part [of a community],” she said. “And I
always call Sacred Heart ‘our Sacred Heart
family.””

Florida’s school choice scholarship program
helps many of the families attend Catholic
school, as many are of lower socioeconomic
status. This school year, it was no longer
income-based.

“When it was income-based, | only had six
families that were not on scholarships,”
Wilson explained. “So [we] have a very low
socioeconomic population.”

“And it’s huge. It really helps a lot of our
families who would not normally be able to
afford Catholic education to be able to be a
part of our school.”

Across state lines

Community is a big part of what headmaster
Jay Boren says makes the New England-
based school where he works — St.
Benedict Classical Academy — unique.

“I think the most remarkable thing about our
school is our community, is the people,”
Boren explained. “A lot of our parents drive
a long way every day to get their children to
this particular school for this particular
education. A lot of them have moved to this
area.”
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St. Benedict is in Natick, Massachusetts, a
suburb of Boston, but the students come
from almost 40 towns across two states.
Some families make an hourlong commute.

The academy was founded 11 years ago by
five moms who wanted a school that was
devoted to its Catholic identity with a
rigorous academic program. Since then, the
school has grown from about 25 students to
more than 250 students and broke ground
last year for a new campus.

Boren cites two key factors for their success.

“I think 1t’s twofold: You build a Catholic
identity with people, so you have to have a
commitment to the mission,” he said. ...
We have a commitment to mission, and
we’re zero-sum on that. We’re never going
to compromise on that. So that is what it is.
And then that will attract families who are
committed to your mission.”

St. Benedict’s also prioritizes hiring faculty
that are “committed to [the] mission.”

“So you have an incredible mission
alignment, parent and school, which is really
important for the success of the child, the
student,” he explained. “We’re seeing a lot
of people come to us that probably wouldn’t
have come to us five years ago, because
they’re becoming dissatisfied with their
local public school.”

When asked how classical and Catholic
education come together at St. Benedict’s,

Kate Quifiones

Boren responded: “I would say that for a
long time, Catholic education was classical.”

“One of the most important things is how
our Catholicism informs the entire
curriculum. It’s critical,” he said. “So many
times we can see Catholic identity as a
cherry on top: “We have this really good ice
cream and oh, yeah, we have Catholic
identity, and we just put it on top.” And that
can’t be the case. It has to inform the entire
curriculum.”

Boren explained that the staff prioritizes
“secularly virtuous” books and media when
arranging the curriculum.

“When we’re thinking about what books
we’re going to read in literature class,
they’re not religious per se,” he explained.
“They’re great works of literature and
they’re great works of art and they’re great
works of music.”

“Everything that we choose, we choose very
deliberately — and they’re beautiful,” Boren
explained. “And I think that speaks to the
Catholicity of the place. Because that’s what
Catholicism uses — the aesthetics — to lift
our hearts and minds to God. And | think
that’s beautifully interwoven together.”

“If education is a search for truth, well, then
it has to end with Jesus Christ, who is truth,”
Boren said. “So how that looks in
kindergarten versus sixth grade [can] be a
little different, but at the end of the day, it
has to end there. I think they’re
inseparable.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/01/29/here-are-4-catholic-schools-in-the-u-s-that-are-

keeping-the-faith/
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Author Of Every Mom’s Favorite Poem Dies At 91

Catholic-educated journalist Charles Osgood wrote the "Responsibility Poem,"

versions of which are shared by parents and motivational speakers alike.

Charles Osgood will be remembered for
many things: his radio voice, his knack for
story-telling, his warm personality on and
off the air, his rhymes.

But one of the most shared-online poems
that Osgood produced was about a human
value that sometimes seems very lacking in
today’s world: responsibility.

Six sing-songey verses, playing on the
words “Everybody,” “Anybody,”
“Somebody,” and “Nobody,” drove home
the lesson: If I don 't take responsibility, no
one will.

One verse says:

Anybody could have told you that everybody
knew

That this was something somebody surely
had to do.

Nobody was unwilling; anybody had the
ability.

But nobody believed that it was their
responsibility.

The longtime host of “CBS Sunday
Morning” died at his home in Saddle River,
New Jersey, January 23. He was 91 and
suffered from dementia.

Mischief in Catholic school

Born Charles Osgood Wood 111 in New
York on January 8, 1933, he moved with his
family to Baltimore and attended a Catholic
grammar school there. In a memoir
published in 2004, Defending Baltimore
Against Enemy Attack, he recalled receiving

an early lesson there about responsibility
and honesty. He was just nine, and yet he
already displayed several talents that led his
Sisters of Charity teachers to call him “The
Professor.” One teacher, Sister Serena,
encouraged him to play the organ at Sunday
Mass, but he just wasn’t up for the Bach
fugue she wanted him to perform.

Young Charles’ solution was to unplug the
organ when no one was looking, leading his
teacher to conclude that it was broken and,
hopefully, let Charlie off the hook.

Sister Serena, however, called his bluff, and
he admitted the deed. After a week of
mandatory after-school attendance, Sister
Serena allowed the boy to play another, less
challenging piece the following Sunday
instead.

In a 2004 interview with the_Catholic
Review, newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, Osgood said his childhood world
revolved around Our Lady of Lourdes parish
and school.

“The nuns’ high expectations had everything
to do with his success as a popular radio
broadcaster, writer and television host,” the
Review said.

“I do think these were extremely dedicated
teachers,” Osgood told the Review’s
managing editor George P. Matysek Jr.
“You can’t expect them to do that unless
they are motivated by something other than
a paycheck. They had a level of dedication
you can’t expect in the civilian world.”
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Love of radio

The family moved back to New York, and
Charles attended St. Cecilia High School in
Englewood, New Jersey. He majored in
economics at Fordham University in the
Bronx, where the Jesuits required students to
take certain courses that some might
consider impractical, as Osgood told
Fordham Magazine in 1980.

“In those days at Fordham we also studied
such arcane subjects as epistemology,
cosmology, and ontology,” he said. “It
didn’t seem possible that I’d even make a
living from them, but I swear I am! That’s
because they developed in me the process of
orderly thinking — the methodology of
going from one step to another.”

But it was his volunteer service at
Fordham’s relatively new campus radio
station, WFUV, that led to his lifelong
career. In its obituary this week, Fordham
said that Osgood eventually hosted his own
show, “No Soap Opera,” and worked
alongside other future celebrities, including
actor Alan Alda, a 1956 graduate of
Fordham.

Osgood spent more time in the studio than in
class. “When I wasn’t on duty there I would
just stay around because | enjoyed it so
much,” he said.

After graduating in 1954, Osgood was hired
as an announcer by classical music stations
in Washington, D.C. A chance encounter led
to a new direction in his life.

“I ran into a guy while I was having dinner
with a friend of mine and he was dressed in
a white uniform,” he recalled in a 1991
interview with the Los Angeles Times. “It
turned out he was the announcer for the
United States Army Band. | asked him when

he was getting out and he said within the
next few weeks, so the next morning | was
parked out at the commanding officer’s
office. He was impressed with the fact |
could pronounce Rimsky-Korsakov.”

The move allowed him more of a choice
than if he had been drafted. It also led to his
first close encounter with the Commander-
in-Chief.

In September 1955, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower suffered a serious heart attack
and was confined to a hospital room until
November. During this time, under the
auspices of WGMS, Osgood hosted a
closed-circuit program of classical music
delivered exclusively to the president’s
room to encourage relaxation and
convalescence.

The Osgood File

Following his stint in the Army, Osgood
worked as a radio announcer for a few years
until landing his first job in television in
1962, as general manager of a station in
Hartford, Connecticut. Then, a former
Fordham classmate who was working at the
ABC Radio Network hired him as a writer
and host of a show that related human
interest stories. While there, he began using
his middle name, Osgood, as his surname,
because the network already had an
announcer named “Charles Woods.”

In 1967 he moved to CBS Radio, anchoring
the first morning drive shift for the station
after its conversion to an all-news format.
He soon launched The Osgood File, a daily
commentary morning show that went
national in 1971. The format was a three-
minute segment focusing on a single story,
ranging from a breaking development of
national importance to a whimsical human-
interest vignette. He delivered some in
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rhyme, earning the moniker “Poet in
Residence” at CBS. The Osgood
File continued until December 29, 2017.

Osgood joined CBS News on television in
1971. He was a reporter and served as
anchor of the CBS Sunday Night News from
1981 to 1987, co-anchor of the

weekday CBS Morning News and frequent
news reader on CBS This Morning from
1987 to 1992, as well as occasional anchor
of the CBS Afternoon News and the CBS
Evening News with Dan Rather.

John Burger

Osgood hosted CBS News Sunday

Morning from April 10, 1994, to September
25,2016. Among Osgood’s personal
trademarks were his bow tie, his weekly TV
signoff “Until then, I’ll see you on the
radio,” and his propensity for delivering his
commentaries in whimsical verse.

For one of the best known examples, check
out the Responsibility Poem, at the
Deacon’s Bench.

https://aleteia.org/2024/01/28/author-of-every-moms-favorite-poem-dies-at-
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&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20240128
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Robert Louis Stevenson’s Poem For Marianne Cope

Known for his books, including 'Treasure Island' and 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde,' Stevenson visited St. Marianne Cope in Hawaii.

St. Marianne Cope had a profoundly
generous heart. When an appeal was sent for
help in caring for lepers in Hawaii, Cope
leapt at the chance and was eager to help
those in need.

One day in May 1889, poet and

author Robert Louis Stevensoncame to
Hawaii while he was sailing the ocean with
his family. Stevenson is best known for his
books Treasure Island and The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. At the
time he was visiting a variety of islands,
looking for a place to write that was
favorable to his health, and spent an
extended amount of time in Hawaii.

While in Hawaii, he visited St. Marianne

Cope and observed the heroic charity she
possessed while serving the leper colony

Philip Kosloski

there. Stevenson stayed for eight days, and
before leaving, he wrote the following

poem.

TO MOTHER MARYANNE

To see the infinite pity of this place,

The mangled limb, the devastated face,

The innocent sufferer smiling at the rod—
A fool were tempted to deny his God.

He sees, he shrinks. But if he gaze again,

Lo, beauty springing from the breast of pain!
He marks the sisters on the mournful shores;
And even a fool is silent and adores.

Guest House, Kalawao, Molokai.
He was so impressed by St. Marianne that

he had a piano shipped to her after he left
her community.

https://aleteia.org/2024/01/22/robert-louis-stevensons-poem-for-st-marianne-
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Pope’s Ambassador To U.S. Moderates Education Forum In Florida

Cardinal Christophe Pierre, the pope’s
ambassador to the United States, was in St.
Petersburg, Florida, on Jan. 24 to draw
attention to the issue of education and
discuss what is needed to help young people
thrive in the modern world.

During his approximately 24-hour visit to
the state, the apostolic nuncio moderated the
education forum “Education and the Road to
Destiny” at St. Petersburg Catholic High
School. Bishop Gregory Parkes of St.
Petersburg hosted the forum.

The forum discussed “The Risk of
Education,” a book published by Italian
priest and educator Father Luigi Giussani,
founder of the Catholic movement
Communion and Liberation, which has a
small but dedicated following in St.
Petersburg.

Father Ralph D’Elia, the high school’s
chaplain and priest secretary to the bishop,
said the highlight for him was seeing
Giussani’s education proposal “in action” by
various educators and getting to see how it
“takes flesh in their lives, and in their
classrooms, and in the lives of their
students.”

D’Elia recalled that Pierre spoke about how
Giussani’s work “became very influential”
in his approach working with a school that
was developing in Uganda. Pierre served as
apostolic nuncio to Uganda from 1999 to
2007 but has been the apostolic nuncio to
the U.S. since 2016.

“It was a great blessing to have him. I think
that his presence there was a great sign of
affection for the movement of Community

and Liberation; for our local community,
which worked very hard to plan this event;
for our diocese,” D’Elia said of Pierre. “He
was here for less than 24 hours so it was
obviously a sacrifice for him, but clearly it
was important, and so we’re very grateful
for that.”

The forum included a panel of four
educators: the principal of St. Petersburg
Catholic High School, Ross Bubolz; Jesuit
High School theology department teacher
Audrey Merck; public high school principal
Edward Smith from Miami-Dade; and Holly
Peterson, assistant superintendent of
schools for the Diocese of Columbus, Ohio.

D’Elia said the panel “was interesting
because we had a variety of different
experiences.”

“We had a Catholic school principal, we had
a public school principal, and so to be able
to bring out some of those relevant aspects
of Father Giussani’s proposal, but then to
see what that looks like in their concrete
situations, was very helpful,” he said.

“For example, Ed Smith — who is the
principal of the school in Miami, a public
school — he talked about the fact that
obviously in a public school you can’t talk
about Christ openly. You can’t educate
people as we would educate them in a
Catholic school, but there’s an emphasis on
those relationships and truly caring for the
students ... and developing those
friendships,” he explained. “They’re not
friendships in a backslapping kind of way
but in a way that shows the student that you
care about them; that you care about their
future. So, this is something that’s been




incredibly transformative in his school as
he’s led his school as a principal.”

Bubolz shared that he found the cardinal’s
insight on education “particularly helpful.”

“I love the concept of sharing traditions as
an educator and then allowing the student
the freedom to investigate and affirm the
truth of the tradition for themselves,” the St.
Petersburg principal said.

Bubolz also said the knowledge he gained in
the event will help him “better form™ his
administration and faculty according to
Giussani’s book.

“I can help them have confidence in taking
risks to allow students to discover the beauty
of a relationship with Christ and his Church,
accepting the truth of this passed-on
tradition [as] their own,” Bubolz said.

When asked about how the forum will affect
his work as a chaplain, D’Elia said it’s
helped him deepen his understanding of
being a “witness” to the students not only
through sacraments and lectures but also
through “tak[ing] their lives seriously” just
when chatting with them during breaks or
meals.

“While I’'m not a teacher myself, I think one
of the things that Cardinal Pierre made clear
... 1s that all of us are called to be educators
— parents, teachers, priests,” he said.

The idea of an education forum has been
brewing for a while.

“The event was inspired by the audience that
Pope Francis had with members of the
movement of Community and Liberation
last October [2022],” D’Elia said. “It was
the 100th anniversary of Father Giussani’s
birth and the movement from across the

world was invited to St. Peter’s Square. It
was a tremendous event. | was there with
other members from our community. And
one of the things that Pope Francis said is he
asked us not to lose that missionary zeal.”

In contemplating how to preserve the
missionary spirit, the community decided to
focus on education.

The event itself preceded National Catholic
Schools Week, a week that celebrates the
excellence of Catholic schools and their
impact, which this year runs Jan. 28-Feb. 3.

“Catholic education is one of the priorities
in the diocese,” D’Elia said, noting that
throughout the year, the bishop is visiting all
of the Catholic schools in the diocese.

The Diocese of St. Petersburg includes more
than 13,000 students registered at 46 schools
and early childhood centers along with two
Catholic universities.

“Catholic education is incredibly important
because Catholic education, I think, is the
only place that you can turn today to receive
a holistic education,” D’Elia continued. “So
not just the accumulation of facts and
knowledge for the sake of advancing your
career, getting into college that you want to
get into — as important as all those things
are — but truly forming the human person
... so that they can be the people that they
were called to be; the people that they were
created to be.”

D’Elia says that he has seen a difference in
the students because of this.

“We have great students because they know
that they’re loved and they know that their
entire life is being cared for: not just their
academic life but their home life, what
they’re struggling with; the challenges that
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they face; the joys that they experience,” he
said. “All of these things are taking seriously
within the context of the Catholic faith.”

When asked about the importance of
Catholic education in St. Petersburg, Bubolz

responded: “I could go on for days about
this.”

“Catholic education is critical everywhere as
it provides students [the opportunity] to
experience the person of Jesus Christ in the

Kate Quinones

educational setting, challenging our students
each day to seek and live lives of holiness
and virtue,” he said.

“The total formation of the student happens
at our school: spiritual, academic, social,
and emotional,” Bubolz continued. “We
partner with the parents, recognizing them
as the primary educators of their children.
This provides the loving and supportive
environment needed to maximize their
potential as a child of God.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/01/26/popes-ambassador-to-u-s-moderates-

education-forum-in-florida/
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St. Augustine, Florida: The Catholic Plymouth Rock

Even if the 13 colonies gobbled up the Catholic lands surrounding them, in God's
providence, the continental U.S. has been sanctified by the blood of saints.

Florida, that land fancied by Ponce de Leon
as a bouquet of Paschal flowers, stands at
the beginning of the Catholic story of the
United States. My last column spoke about
the pilgrim nature of human life, and now |
find myself on pilgrimage again, back in this
florid land where | hunkered down for my
doctoral studies.

Fortunately, ’'m not moving again, but [
have finally arrived as a pilgrim to the oldest
city in the United States, St. Augustine,
visiting the shrine of Our Lady of La Leche.

The Church herself walks as a pilgrim
through history, awaiting the return of her
King as she enters new territory and declines
in others. The story of America is bound up
with the spread of Christianity, and its two
continents now contain almost half of the
world’s Catholics. When we tell the story of
the United States, however, Catholics often
look in from the outside. 1565 should stand
out to us as the founding of the US’s first
enduring city, but in school we rather hear
the narration of a failed plantation in
Jamestown, set down in 1607 (even though a
Jesuit mission already existed in the area), or
of severe Puritans landing on a rock in
Massachusetts in 1620.

Plymouth Rock has become a national myth,
of Puritans setting out for religious freedom
(but only their own) and surviving through
the miraculous intervention of an English-
speaking stranger, Squanto, who was
rescued out of English slavery by the
Spanish Franciscans. In giving thanks for
God’s blessing on their new beginning, they
imitated what the Spanish had done in 1565

in celebrating the true Thanksgiving of the
Eucharist, followed by a feast with the
Timucua Indians.

Even if the 13 colonies gobbled up the
Catholic lands surrounding them, in God’s
providence, the continental U.S. has been
sanctified by the blood of saints. From St.
Augustine, a network of 38 missions spun
out across the Southeast, temporarily
reaching up to the Chesapeake and to Santa
Elena, just south of Charleston. As the
British pushed back against them, both
Spaniards and Native converts died for the
faith, including the layman Servant of God
Antonio Inija from the Apalachee mission of
San Luis de Talimali, whose name has been
placed at the head of the Florida martyrs.
Catholic martyrs stretch across the nation,
from the Jesuit North American martyrs in
New York to the Franciscans of New
Mexico.

When Pedro Menéndez de Avilés came
ashore to found St. Augustine on September
8, 1565, he claimed the land “in the name of
God,” providing the name for the mission
that arose there: Nombre de Dios. Despite
the competing colonial powers’ grasp for
North America, God had his own plans. The
conquistadors were caught up in a plan
greater than their lust for gold, as we see in
Our Lady of Guadlupe’s intervention to the
native saint, Juan Diego, leading to the great
spiritual conquest of the continent in the
name of God.

These greater plans can be discerned in the
history of St. Augustine. The first recorded
marriage in the continental U.S. occurred
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between a Spanish man, Miguel Rodriguez,
and a free black woman, Luisa de Abrego.
The city would become a refuge for
runaway slaves from the 13 colonies, with
the blessing of King Charles I1, who allowed
those who converted to the Catholic faith
and were willing to serve in the local militia
for four years to settle there. They created
the first free black settlement in the current
boundaries of the U.S. in 1738, known as
Fort Mose (Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de
Mose), which grew to 3,000 residents.
Under Spanish colonial governance, Native
tribes also found refuge in Florida,
coalescing as the Seminoles.

But these things were not to last. The British
temporarily took control of Florida in 1763,
causing the evacuation of Catholics —
Spanish, black and Native — to Cuba. After
Spain regained control, it soon ceded Florida
to the United States in 1821 through the
Adams-Onis Treaty, forced through Andrew

Jackson’s occupation of Pensacola in the

Dr. R. Jared Staudt

First Seminole War, breaking up the last free
zone for Native Americans on the East
Coast. After that, the Catholic presence in
the oldest city in the nation nearly
disappeared, and with it the alternate history
of the country that most chose to forget.
Things could have been different, with Our
Lady serving as a unifying force across
peoples and cultures, but it is not too late.

As | kneel in the shrine, before the statue of
Our Lady nursing her Creator, I’m grateful
for her own care for my family. As our
Mother, she has seen us through a fair share
of difficult moments, as she has done for
Catholics across the continent. We kneel
here together in this place where Catholics
have venerated Mary’s motherhood for
almost 500 years. We are still here and are
still hoping that the foothold established
here for faith will continue to blossom,
founded not on any ordinary rock, but on the
cornerstone of Christ the King.
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Don Bosco’s Successor: Young People Need Gentleness
And Love To Fulfill Their Dreams

Cardinal Angel Fernandez Artime, the 10th
successor of Don Bosco as rector major of
the Salesians, recently released a video
message in which he encouraged fostering
young people’s dreams but “not with
blows,” just as Christ himself asked the
saintly founder of the Salesians in a
prophetic dream-vision.

In 2024 the Salesian family commemorates
the 200th anniversary of a dream that St.
John Bosco had when he was 9 years old.
The saint said that he saw himself
surrounded by young boys who were
laughing and playing. When several
blasphemed, little John pounced on them to
hit them and stop them from insulting God.

Suddenly Christ appeared and told him:
“Not with blows, but with gentleness and
charity.” Little John insisted that the person
speaking to him tell him his name and the
Lord introduced him to his Mother, who
showed him that the boys had turned into
ferocious animals and then into lambs.
Finally, the Virgin told him: “In time you
will understand everything.”

In this context, the Spanish cardinal
introduced a theme for reflection for this
year, traditionally known in the Salesian
world as “the gift,” which says: “The dream
that makes you dream. A heart that
transforms ‘wolves’ into ‘lambs.’”

In his message, Don Bosco’s successor
pointed out that “each person is a dream of
God,” noting that the secret of personal
happiness will be “discovering the
correspondence and encounter between
these two dreams: ours and God’s.”

The rector major of the Salesians explained
that to understand what God’s dream is in
oneself, it is necessary to realize that he has
given us life because he loves us.

“We must believe, then, that our God wants
to do great things in each one of us! We are
all precious, of great value, because, without
each one of us, there is something that
cannot be done, people that only I can love,
words that only | can say, moments that only
I can share,” he said.

In the video (click on settings and subtitles
till you get to the English option) of the
presentation of “the gift” he noted that
young people are influenced by the dreams
of others, whether by their parents, friends,
gangs, or social trends. He therefore said
that it is necessary to “explore their dreams
with young people themselves.”

The video also pointed out that “what seems
like a dream is not always a dream,” such as
addictions, crime, child labor, terrorism, and
sexual slavery. Therefore it’s important to
accompany young people, be by their side,
offering them an alternative and helping
them make the right choice.

Not with blows

Fernandez Artime, who in February 2023
spoke to ACI Prensa, CNA’s Spanish-
language news partner, as well as the
Spanish edition of EWTN News about the
defense of human rights, emphasized that
“not with blows” means “consciously
fighting, without any excuses, all types of
violence.”

Among the main types of violence that he
described are physical violence,

180
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psychological and verbal violence,
emotional-sexual violence, economic
violence, cyberbullying, and social
exclusion.

The successor of Don Bosco, who in mid-
2024 will resign from his position as rector
major as Pope Francis made him a cardinal
last year, concluded his last video of “the

Abel Camasca

gift” by highlighting that “it’s time to walk,
it’s time to dream, to transform the world
starting with the young, it is time to build
eternity.”

This story was first published by ACI
Prensa, CNA’s Spanish-language news
partner. It has been translated and adapted
by CNA.
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Faith, Rights, And Choice In Education

A newly published book, Faith, Rights, and
Choice, details the evolution of the debate
over religious schools in each of Canada’s
provinces. Unlike the United States where,
since McCollum v. Board of Education in
1948, the Supreme Court has twisted the
First Amendment’s protections of

freedom of religion into

freedom from religion (especially in
schools), Canada has afforded constitutional
protection (and sometimes subsidies) to
religious schools without anyone suggesting
Canadian “democracy” was imperiled.

The title comes from the three foci the
authors identify as successive bases on
which proponents of those schools argued
their case over the 156 years of Canadian
nationhood. The focus was first on the
rights of faith communities, especially
minorities in given provinces (English
Protestants in Québec, French Catholics in
Ontario) to religiously-informed
schooling. It later moved to “rights” to
education, with religion often the substitute
card for language/ethnicity. In recent years,
it has shifted to “choice,” including both
parental rights and the benefits of
educational competition.

Without detracting from any of those
factors, let me suggest how we should move
the debate forward, at least in the United
States: via persons. Specifically, | have in
mind the persons of a student and his parents
who, given the child’s status as a minor,
have a legitimate role to act on his
behalf. Bottom line: whom or what is
education for?

The very interrogative pronouns in
that question give away the issue. Is
education for persons, i.e., students and their

parents, or is it for schools, i.e., the
institutions where students go?

Some readers may laugh at the
question. Of course, education is for kids,
not schools! But, if that’s so, then why are
educational dollars — one of the things that
makes education possible — for schools
rather than kids?

Education makes no sense apart from
the person educated. We can talk
about what a person is taught, e.g., should
faith be part of education or not? We can
speak about why a person may claim an
education, i.e., is it his right or
privilege? We can discuss the range of
educational options, i.e., school choice. But
the bottom line is: it all keeps returning to
the person.

So shouldn’t the question be answered
on the basis of what a person is due?

On Catholic grounds, the answer
would be “yes.” A person has a right and
duty to know things, including above all,
God. A person has a right to
education. Persons (in the case of children
those primarily charged with their interests,
i.e., parents) have a right to choose the
appropriate education for that child. All this
also stems, in the end, from the love due to a
person, including his integral development
as a child of God, endowed with intellect
and freedom of choice.

On secular, democratic grounds, the
answer should also be “yes.” Education is a
good of persons and benefits society. That a
government does not support a particular
church’s form of education does not mean
that it must, can, or should withhold support
from a student who wants it. Society’s non-
religious affiliation does not translate into an
individual’s. And, in a society where
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religiously based education fulfills minimum
state requirements under compulsory
education, society cannot “stack the deck”
by preferring one compliant school over
another without abridging the equality of
persons who might prefer a different school,
or the equality of institutions that otherwise
meet recognized educational standards.

My argument clearly goes in the
direction of promoting school choice, but
not for the economic reasons offered by
many of its advocates. The authors of Faith,
Rights, and Choice recognize that there are
two competing motivations under the rubric
of “choice.” One is parental choice: parents,
on behalf of their children, should be able to
pick the appropriate school that is otherwise
educationally qualified for their child. The
other is institutional and economic: choice is
desirable because vigorous competition in
the marketplace of educational offerings will
promote quality and weed out mediocrity.

Clearly, I endorse the first, without
denying some merit to the second: if parents
are the primary educators of a child, their
choice counts. The community should not
impede it when it recognizes their choice of
school is otherwise educationally qualified.

But I also want to shift this discussion
from the fact of choice to the more
important level: the person. “Choices” do
not happen in a vacuum. Persons make
choices. To discriminate against otherwise
legitimate choices is to discriminate against
persons.

John M. Grondelski

For too long education, especially
public education, has been mired in debates
over what the state wanted to get out of
education. Once upon a time, it was
assimilated “Americans” (i.e., quasi-
Protestants). Later, it was “flexible”
children or “lifelong learners” or “inquirers’
or whatever the pedagogical theory du
jour was. But all of those theories turned
the school not into a servant of the student
but, rather, a servant of the state in
promoting what values were on the agenda
of the moment.

Today, when that value agenda
increasingly collides with the Judeo-
Christian heritage many students still bring
to school, parents are rightly insisting that a
state claiming no religion should not
proselytize its values through school
systems, especially through systems they
privilege by conferring a funding monopoly,
which often discriminates — particularly
against less privileged children.
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School systems are able to get away
with it because of the fundamental
assumption that the school, rather than the
student, is the apple of the state’s (and its
treasurer’s) eye.

A personalist ethic and educational
philosophy would rightly reject this model.

So, is it not time we insisted on
changing the terms of the debate to persons
rather than institutions? After all, an
education is from start to finish properly
for persons.
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G. K. Chesterton Scholar Fr. Ian Boyd Dies At Age 88

Basilian priest from Saskatchewan established The Chesterton Review at
Seton Hall University in New Jersey.

Fr. lan Boyd, an internationally recognized
scholar of G.K. Chesterton, died in
Edmonton, Canada, on January 10, 2024. He
was 88 and had been receiving palliative
care, according to the Congregation of Saint
Basil in Canada — the Basilians — the
religious order to which he belonged for 66
years.

Fr. Boyd, a priest for 60 years, founded

the G.K. Chesterton Institute for Faith and
Culture and its widely recognized

journal The Chesterton Review. He began
teaching at Seton Hall University in South
Orange, New Jersey, in 1999, bringing with
him both the Institute and the journal. Both
are now permanently housed in the Center
for Catholic Studies there.

He retired from teaching at Seton Hall in
2020.

Joseph lan Boyd was born on January 23,
1935, in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, and
was reared in Blaine Lake, a small town
north of Saskatoon. One of his six siblings,
Leo, was an Oblate priest who ministered to
indigenous communities in northern Canada.

As a child, Fr. Boyd became acquainted
with the works of G. K. Chesterton by
reading his father’s copy of G.K.’s Weekly,
a periodical that Chesterton published from
1924-1936. The young man went on to study
at the University of Saskatchewan in
Saskatoon, graduating in 1956. He earned an
S.T.B. Degree from the University of St.
Michael’s College in Toronto in 1964; an
M.A. from the University of Toronto the
following year, and a Ph.D. from the
University of Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1970.

Discerning a priestly vocation, he was
impressed with the intellectual and academic
tradition of the Basilian Fathers. He entered
St. Basil’s Novitiate, Richmond Hill, a
suburb of Toronto, and made his first
profession on September 21, 1957. He was
ordained December 15, 1963, in St. Basil’s
Church, Toronto, by Cardinal George
Bernard Flahiff. His first Mass was
celebrated in St. Joseph’s Cathedral,
Edmonton, with his brother, Rev. Leo Boyd
OMI, as assistant priest.

For many years, Fr. Boyd was Professor of
English at St. Thomas More College,
University of Saskatchewan. He founded the
G.K. Chesterton Institute in 1974, while at
St. Thomas More and after attending the
Centenary Conference of the Birth of G.K.
Chesterton.

Fr. Boyd was the author of G.K. Chesterton:
A Centenary Appraisal (1974), The Novels
of G.K. Chesterton (1975), and others.

At the invitation of universities, study-
centers and various organizations, Fr. Boyd
traveled all over the world sharing his
knowledge of Chesterton and his circle and
his scholarly work, inspiring a new
generation of Chestertonians. He lectured
across the U.S., Canada, Europe, South
America and Japan.

“Fr. Boyd did good work, through his love
for God and his obedience to his purpose,”
said Katia Passerini, interim president of
Seton Hall, in a statement.

In addition to lecturing about Chesterton,
Maurice Baring, Paul Claudel, Charles
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Peguy, Hilaire Belloc and others, he also
lectured on the subject of “Sacramental
Themes in Modern Literature.” Among the
Christian authors whose work he discussed
are T.S. Eliot, Graham Greene, C. S. Lewis,
Flannery O’Connor, Piers Paul Read, Muriel
Spark and Evelyn Waugh. In 19th-century
literature, he was also interested in the work
of such authors as Charles Dickens,
Anthony Trollope and Nathaniel Hawthorne.

John Burger

Archbishop Richard W. Smith of Edmonton
will preside at the funeral for Fr. Boyd on
Saturday, January 20, at St. Andrew’s Parish
in Edmonton.

The G. K. Chesterton Institute for Faith and
Culture has established an In Memoriam
Page for Fr. Boyd and is collecting tribute
messages from those who knew his work:
chestertoninstitute@shu.edu.
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US Census Finds More Children Living In 2-Parent Homes

Data from the US Census Bureau is highlighting an uptick in traditional family arrangements,
suggesting households with married parents is the ideal.

Fresh data from the US Census Bureau is
shedding light on the living arrangements of
families in the nation. The data showed a
clear increase in the number of children
who live in a home with two

parents. While these rates tended to be
higher among younger children, a household
with both a mother and father remains the
preferred arrangement for the raising of
children.

According to the data from the US Census
Bureau, it is estimated that a solid 3 in 4
(75%) of US kids aged 6 and below live
with two parents, a figure that drops to
68% in the 12-17 age group. Overall, 71.1%
of US children live with two parents, a slight
uptick from 70.7, in 2007.

While the majority of these children live in
households in which the parents are married,
there is a growing portion — 3.2 million, up
from 2.2 million in 2007 — who live with
unmarried, cohabitating parents. In total, 6
in 10 (60%) of US children live in
households with married parents, 5% live
with one biological parent and a step-parent,
5% with unmarried cohabitating
parents/step-parents, and just over 1 in 4
(26%) live in single parent households. Only

J-P Mauro

3% of US children live with only their
grandparents, and 1% live in foster homes.

The largest gaps in the study were seen
when the data was broken down by racial
demographics. Children in Asian
households were the most likely to live
with their birth parents in a married
relationship (81%o), followed by children in
White households (70%). Children of
Hispanic and multiracial households
reported living with married birth parents at
a rate of 55% and 51% respectively. In
Black households, this figure dropped to
one-third (33%).

The second largest disparity between groups
was seen when the data was broken down by
mothers’ education levels. Mothers who
have graduated from college or pursued
graduate school were far more likely to
raise their children in wedlock, at a rate
of 82%. Mothers who have only attained a
high school diploma or who have dropped
out of college reported raising children with
a spouse at a rate of 54%.

See all the results at the US Census Bureau
webpage.
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Empire Of Hope: A Review Of ‘Cabrini’

In 1850, a small and sickly girl, the youngest
of thirteen children, was born two months
prematurely to a farm family in the Italian
region of Lombardy. Francesca Cabrini
would suffer from poor health her entire life.

When in her teens she decided to give
her life to Christ, she was rejected by the
Daughters of the Sacred Heart, who
considered her too weak to endure convent
life. But she persisted and became a nun in
1877, taking the name by which we know
her now: Frances Xavier Cabrini.

Years before, while visiting her uncle,
Fr. Don Luigi Oldini, she placed violets into
paper boats, dropped them into a stream, and
imagined they carried her and other
missionaries to China, where the great St.
Francis Xavier had journeyed 300 years
before.

When she founded the Missionary
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 1880,
she told Pope Leo XIII of her wish to travel
with her small group of Sisters to Asia to
bring the Lord’s love to the suffering poor
there. But the pope had a better idea and sent
her to the United States.

Pope Leo expressed skepticism even
of that journey and its challenges, given her
weakness (a worry compounded when
people met her by the fact that she was
barely 5 feet tall), but she told him, “We can
serve our weakness, or we can serve our
purpose. We can’t do both.”

Cabrini, the new film by the director
of Sound of Freedom, Alejandro
Monteverde, gives us Mother Cabrini in
New York and in Rome, and — in both great
cities — she found more hostility than help.

But her faith and determination, as we
know, overcame every obstacle.

Before she died in 1917, Mother
Cabrini had established schools, hospitals,
and orphanages — in the United States and
around the world: sixty-seven in all. And all
of them were run by women. Not for
nothing is the official release date for the
film March 8: International Women’s Day.

In New York in the late 1880s,
principally in Manhattan, Frances Cabrini
(superbly portrayed by Italian actress
Cristiana Dell’ Anna) encountered slums,
hunger, disease, and virulent anti-lItalian
sentiment — even among many lrish
Catholics, not least among them Archbishop
Michael Augustine Corrigan (David Morse).

With George J. Marlin, | wrote a
book, Sons of St. Patrick: A History of the
Archbishops of New York, that deals in part
with this period. So, I know enough to say
that, as history, Cabrini is uneven. For
instance, Mr. Monteverde (and screenwriter
Rod Barr) present Mother Cabrini in several
tense confrontations with “Mayor Gould” of
New York (John Lithgow). But New York
City never had a mayor named Gould.

A New York Times muckraker named
Calloway (Jeremy Nobb) writes, at Cabrini’s
behest, a blistering front-page story asserting
that the city’s Italians are forced to live like
rats. But if there was a journalist of that
name, I’ve found no reference to him.

Then there’s the opera singer Disalvo
(played by Rolando Villazén), based
perhaps on Enrico Caruso. (It’s Caruso’s
remastered voice dubbed in for DiSalvo’s
singing of “Vesti La Giubba” from
Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci.) Disalvo’s
anticlericalism makes him unwilling to help
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the Catholic nun who has come to him
seeking financial support for his poor
countrymen struggling in New York.

In another film, such lapses in historical
authenticity might have been egregious
missteps. It’s not the case here. History is
important in Cabrini, but drama is more
important. And, as they say, it’s “Based on
the true story.”

And what a story it is. This little
woman (Miss Dell’ Anna is 5°5” but in her
scenes with Mr. Morse and Mr. Lithgow —
both of whom are 6’4 — you get the right
sense of the disproportionate moral power
Mother Cabrini was able to exercise over all
the men God sent her to battle, like David
against Goliath. And in just about every case
in which Mother Cabrini went toe-to-toe
with these men (even the muckraker has no
interest in helping her at first), she won them
over — building her “empire of hope” on the
way to sainthood (proclaimed by Pius XII in
1946).

The cinematography and art direction
in Cabrini evoke time and place better than
most historical films, including movies with
massively larger budgets. I’m thinking of
the New York street scenes in
Coppola’s The Godfather Part
Il and Scorsese’s Gangs of New York. Not as
grandly as those films, but just as true.

Every so-called biopic succeeds or
fails based on the believability of its star,

Brad Miner

and Cabrini soars thanks to Miss
Dell’ Anna’s Oscar-worthy performance.
Whether she’s arguing with the
archbishop or the mayor or stating her case
before the Italian Senate (the indefatigable
Mother Cabrini made twenty-three trans-
Atlantic crossings), Dell’ Anna is pitch
perfect. Her Cabrini is tender and terrifying
in resolve. When a construction foreman
scoffs at her demand that half the workers
on a hospital building project be Italian, she
says: “We built Rome. I’m sure we can
handle a hospital.”

And when another says, “This is not a
job for women,” her reply states the
obvious: “Men could never do what we
[women] do.”

The fine cast in Cabrini includes
Romana Maggiora Vergano, as Vittoria, a
prostitute who helps Mother Cabrini upon
her arrival in Manhattan. Giancarlo Giannini
is fine as Leo XIllII, although, except for the
papal vestments, it’s not a close
resemblance. Federico lelapi and Liam
Campora are immigrant boys who are
among the first children brought into the
first Five Points orphanage founded by the
Missionary Sisters.

Uncompromising in its
Catholicism, Cabrini is the can’t-miss film
of 2024.
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National School Choice Week? No, National Parental Choice Week!

Schools should act subordinate to and on behalf of parents

We are in the midst of “National School
Choice Week.” It runs January 21-27. |
unequivocally support the idea of school
choice. But | would rename this observance
to “National Parental Choice Week.” Why?
Because | think it is imperative that we
recast the debate to answer the question Who
is education for? [For more on this
question, see here.] Reread that question.
The interrogative pronoun is critical. Who is
education for? I think we would all
instinctively answer, “for students.” Who
else could it be for? Well, then why is
money directed not to students but

to schools? Education, after all,

isn’t for schools. It’s the thing schools are
supposed to provide.

We recognize a pluralism of choice in
education. A child and his parent or
guardian, who naturally decide a minor’s
best interests, can meet compulsory
schooling laws in many ways. They can
comply through public schools, religious
private schools, secular private schools,
charter schools, or home-schooling. As long
as the institution meets minimal curricular
standards, it meets the state’s requirement
that a child be educated.

So, if all those institutions provide what the
state requires, why is only one given a
unique monopoly on public funds —
including funds extracted from parents who
make other choices?

Most of the people who want to channel
more money to “education” are also votaries
of equality. So how do they square their
professed commitments to “equality” with a
system that makes some choices “more
equal” than others? How do they defend the

“privileged” position they confer on public
schools? How are they — often the folks
who insist the state should pay to kill unborn
children under Medicaid or Obamacare
because “poor women are financially
deprived of choices rich women have” —
able to say that the state tilting the financial
deck against parental exercise of a
Constitutional right is not discriminatory
and unequitable? After all, we are a year
away from the centennial of Pierce v.
Society of Sisters, the Supreme Court
decision that declared it was
unconstitutional to compel parents only to
attend public schools. That ruling has been
in place nearly 100 years; it’s a “super-
duper-real-big-lollapalooza” precedent, to
adapt a late U.S. senator’s term. Do they
really mean what they say? Or is it selective
rhetoric to protect their preferences and
political pals?

Coming back to my question: To suggest
that education is for schools would be
nonsensical. Schools don’t need to be
educated; they need to educate. Students
need to be educated. And, if money is the
means by which the work of education
occurs, then why is it not going to students
rather than schools? After all, once we pass
K-12, nobody says student financial aid can
only be used at state colleges or universities.
Nobody says Pell Grants can’t be taken to
Notre Dame or Brandeis or St. Olaf or
Brigham Young. In fact, we probably have a
president willing to “cancel” (i.e., shift the
cost to the taxpayer) the debt for all those
grants, at public and private schools.

So why are public elementary and secondary
schools treated as sacred cows? Inquiring
minds want to know...



https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2024/01/16/faith-rights-and-choice-in-education/

The truth is that elites have always captured
and wanted to give a monopoly to public
schools because they fulfill their ideological
agendas. A century ago, in an era of
resurgent anti-Catholicism, that goal was
cultural-religious. Just as an old cartoon
showed all sorts of foreign workers in
national costumes going into an auto plant
and emerging as homogenized WASP
“American” workers in overalls, so the elites
envisioned public schools as taking Micks,
Spics, Wops, and Polacks (the “N-words” of
their day) to produce white-bread generic
Protestants, in mindset if not formal
allegiance. Later, as the education
profession itself was further ideologized by
the likes of John Dewey et al., public
schools were to take kids who might be
repressed by parents who wanted more for
them through readin’, ‘ritin’, and ‘rithmatic
and instead produce “life-long learners”
“exploring” their curiosities, bereft of a fund
of knowledge that actually might make them
think critically about what they’re being fed.

Today, those schools — which still don’t
teach readin’, ‘ritin’, and ‘rithmatic — have
a more woke mission: replacing your values
in your child, confusing your child about his
biology, and hiding that whole agenda from
you “for the good of the child.” (If you
doubt that schools have dumbed down
reading, note that this blogging platform
rates each post’s “readability” — and deems
this one “fairly difficult.”)

Calling this week “National Parental Choice
Week” would not just recognize the primacy

John M. Grondelski

of parents in choosing the education
appropriate for their child, but also
institutionalize the principle that schools act
subordinate to and on behalf of parents, not
as self-anointed “partners” of parents.
Schools did not give this child life and —
particularly when they insist on financially
monopolizing my choice of opportunities for
my child — so they had better realize you
work for me. If that’s called “domestic
terrorism,” call DOJ.

It is imperative that parents reassert being
parents — toward their children and toward
those who, in collaboration with parents,
work to educate those children. This starts
with recognizing that parents should have
the choice and financial flexibility to
exercise that choice among any institution or
setup (including home-schooling) that meets
the state’s requirements for compulsory
education. Anything less is systemic
discrimination preserving a system of
privilege. Privilege is not sanctified when it
is approved by Randi Weingarten.

Catholic social thought, of course, has
always affirmed that parents are the primary
and best educators of their children. Schools
are parental delegates; they act in loco
parentis. Parents do not act in loco scholae.

If Catholic social thought is our “best kept
secret,” let’s start broadcasting that insight
far and wide, especially in this election year.
Because | think it will obtain a very broad
ecumenical reception. It might even set off a
political earthquake.
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Young Catholic Volunteer Working In DC Shot Dead In Robbery

Ryan Realbuto, 23, had moved to the US Capitol to work with the Capuchin Franciscan
Volunteer Corps to aid underserved communities.

A 23-year-old recent college graduate from
upstate New York, who was living in
Washington DC for volunteer work, was
killed in an attempted robbery on Thursday,
January 18, 2024. Police are offering a
$25,000 reward for information that
would lead to the arrest of the assailant,
who has yet to be identified and is still at
large.

The New York Post reports that Ryan
Realbuto was walking home with two
friends when the trio was approached by a
car. An armed suspect exited the vehicle and
demanded money, but when no cash was
produced, the assailant shot Ryan and fled
the scene. Realbuto’s friend tried to stop the
bleeding while first responders arrived; he
was then rushed to the hospital, but
emergency surgery was not able to save the
young man.

Ryan’s aunt, Lynn Fenicchia, has launched a
GoFundMe page to raise money for the
unexpected medical costs from the
hospital’s attempt to save him, ambulance
fees, transportation of Ryan’s remains back
to New York, legal fees, and funeral costs.
Of Ryan’s life, she wrote:

J-P Mauro

“Ryan had a gentle soul and was a kind
human being filled with nothing but
innocence. Our hearts are completely broken
by this devastating loss. All that Ryan was
trying to do was help people and his
precious life was taken by senseless
violence. Ryan was too good and unique a
human being to be remembered for the pain
left by his absence.”

Lynn went on to explain that Ryan had just
graduated cum laude from St. Bonaventure
University in 2023. After graduation,
rather than jumping right into the
workforce, Ryan moved to Washington
DC to join the Capuchin Franciscan
Volunteer Corps. The program places
volunteers in underserved communities,
while teaching them to live simply on small
stipends while living in a communal home.
Ryan was assigned to Don Bosco Cristo Rey
High School, where he aided at-risk students
in a work-study program.

In just four days, the GoFundMe has raised
some $137,000 of its $150,000 goal. Those
who are interested in contributing can do
so, while learning more about Ryan
Realbuto’s life, by clicking here.
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