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A Word from Our Editor

Homily preached by the Reverend Peter M. J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D., during the
celebration of Evensong for the Opening of the Tenth Annual Seminar on the Role of the
Priest in Today’s Catholic School, held at the Athenaeum of Ohio in Cincinnati, 16-18 July
2024.

One of my favorite passages in the Old Testament is that of old Ezekiel confronted with
that vision of a field of dry, dead bones and commanded to prophesy over them, so as to bring
them back to life. Isn’t that the situation in which we find ourselves in the secularized West?
Unfortunately, like the Chosen People of old, most of our contemporaries don’t realize that they
are dead and that the culture is moribund. It is our task to demonstrate to them just how lifeless
the whole culture is. Were it otherwise, how would one explain the vast array of children with
learning disabilities of every kind; the couches of psychiatrists constantly filled; the suicide rate
(especially among the young) the highest in our history? Too often, we Catholic educators have
been intimidated into silence in the face of what is in reality an “anti-culture,” lest we appear
“out of it” or “uncool.”

Back in the silly — and stupid --sixties, we were told that if we could shake off the
shackles of religion and morality, we would experience true and complete happiness. Religion,
we heard, was an albatross, an inhibition, an obstacle to human fulfillment. Well, the shackles
were certainly removed, and the result has been a disaster. With the depressing signs all around
us, we are in an ideal position to be educators, in the root Latin sense of the word, “educere,” to
“lead out” — leading our students out of the misery and shackles of a godless modernity. We

must convince them — being convinced first of all ourselves — of the truth put forth so powerfully
by Pope Benedict XVI in his inaugural homily, which in turn was harking back to the inaugural
homily of Pope John Paul II:

At this point, my mind goes back to Oct. 22, 1978, when Pope John Paul II began
his ministry here in Saint Peter’s Square. His words on that occasion constantly
echo in my ears: “Do not be afraid! Open wide the doors for Christ!” The Pope
was addressing the mighty, the powerful of this world, who feared that Christ
might take away something of their power if they were to let him in, if they were
to allow the faith to be free. Yes, he would certainly have taken something away
from them: the dominion of corruption, the manipulation of law and the freedom
to do as they pleased. But he would not have taken away anything that pertains to
human freedom or dignity, or to the building of a just society.

The Pope was also speaking to everyone, especially the young. Are we not
perhaps all afraid in some way? If we let Christ enter fully into our lives, if we
open ourselves totally to him, are we not afraid that He might take something
away from us? Are we not perhaps afraid to give up something significant,
something unique, something that makes life so beautiful? Do we not then risk
ending up diminished and deprived of our freedom? And once again the Pope
said: No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely
nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship




are the doors of life opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of
human existence truly revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty
and liberation. And so, today, with great strength and great conviction, on the
basis of long personal experience of life, I say to you, dear young people: Do not
be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away, and he gives you everything. When
we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open
wide the doors to Christ — and you will find true life.

Dear Fathers, friends and colleagues, it is our holy vocation, our noble calling — to teach
those committed to our care that in following Christ and His Church, we lose nothing that is
“free, beautiful and great” — and gain much more besides. That means, firstly, forming those
who will be forming those young minds and hearts the two previous Pontiffs had in focus.

Hence, St. John Paul II, the great apostle of Catholic education — who often referred to
Catholic schools as the very “heart of the Church” — in a 1996 discourse to the International
Office of Catholic Education likewise addressed our topic in great detail:

It is of supreme importance that these educators, who have come of their own
accord to offer their services in a Catholic institution or have been recruited by the
administration of the school, have a precise vision of a Christian education based
on the Gospel message. It is a sacred duty for all to bear witness individually and,
at the same time communally, to their faith. . . . Each one, in the discipline he
teaches, will know how to find the opportune circumstance to have the youth
discover that science and faith are two different yet complementary readings of
the universe and of history. . . . Catholic education must be outstanding for the

professional competence of its teachers, the witness of their strong faith and the
atmosphere of respect, mutual assistance and Gospel joy which permeate the
entire institution.

Notice how the sainted Pope weaves together several threads: personal commitment to
Christ, professional competence, permeation of the curriculum with religious and moral values
(in other words, religion isn’t only taught in a half-hour religion class) — all leading to an
atmosphere of genuine Christian life.

Education, however, occurs in a lived societal context. Some people think that students
in Catholic schools are protected from the cold, cruel world. I disagree. They should not be
protected, but prepared. What do I mean?

While the bishops of the United States were fighting off the assaults of bigoted
Protestants in their school battles of the nineteenth century, the ever-prescient John Henry
Newman had dug deeper and had uncovered an even more disturbing phenomenon. And so, on 2
October 1873, when Father Newman was invited to preach on what should have been a joyous
occasion — the opening of the first seminary in England since the Reformation — he entitled his
sermon “The Infidelity of the Future” (by “infidelity,” he meant a lack of faith in the
supernatural). To say that the future Cardinal rained on the parade would be an understatement.
After tipping his biretta in the direction of the momentous nature of the happy event, Newman
used the rest of his time proffering a series of dizzying predictions about what those seminarians
would face in the coming years of their priestly ministry. I imagine not a few priests present
made a mental note: “Don’t ask Newman to preach for your silver or golden jubilee!”




What Newman said to those seminarians a century-and-a-half ago has great relevance for
us today. His kick-off went like this:

The special peril of the time before us is the spread of that plague of infidelity,
that the Apostles and our Lord Himself have predicted as the worst calamity of the
last times of the Church. And at least a shadow, a typical image of the last times is
coming over the world. I do not mean to presume to say that this is the last time,
but that it has had the evil prerogative of being like that more terrible season,
when it is said that the elect themselves will be in danger of falling away.

He explained that, yes, there have always been atheists, however, something different was
on the horizon:

Individuals have put them [such ideas] forth, but they have not been current and
popular ideas. Christianity has never yet had experience of a world simply
irreligious. . . . consider what the Roman and Greek world was when Christianity
appeared. It was full of superstition, not of infidelity. . . . But there was no casting
off the idea of religion, and of unseen powers who governed the world. When
they spoke of Fate, even here they considered that there was a great moral
governance of the world carried on by fated laws. Their first principles were the
same as ours. . . . But we are now coming to a time when the world does not
acknowledge our first principles.

Did Newman not accurately predict the coming “infidelity”? But a couple of decades
after Newman, G. K. Chesterton, in his inimitable fashion, put it succinctly: “When people stop

believing in God, they don’t believe in nothing—they believe in anything.” Or, Dostoyevsky,

credited with declaring: "If there is no God, then everything is permitted." Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, on the day before his election as Sovereign Pontiff, warned of the emergence of “a
dictatorship of relativism that does not recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal
consists solely of one's own ego and desires.”

Newman, Chesterton, Dostoyevsky and Ratzinger have all pointed out the same
phenomenon, which we are living, or better, enduring in spades. All the hot-button social issues
have their origin, precisely in the desacralization of society — and even of the Church herself in
all too many instances. And so, we are treated to the daily media transmission of distressing
occurrences: A “devout” Catholic president, who makes the sign of the cross at an abortion rally;
needing to lock up basic items like tooth paste and toilet paper because you’re allowed to steal
up to $950, with no consequences; blessing two individuals, as long as they don’t think you’re
blessing them as a couple; a biological male winning the Miss Maryland contest.

Such events did not emerge full-blown from the brow of Zeus; they have been aborning
for a long time. In the nutty 1960s and 1970s, when open discussions began to take place
regarding contraception, abortion, euthanasia, same-sex relations, the marginalization of religion,
we were only asked to listen and then to be “tolerant.” The goal post has moved now, so that
“tolerance” is not acceptable; full-blown acquiescence is demanded. Which means our students
have to be ready to engage in battle.

In a scintillating 2008 address to Catholic educators in Washington, Pope Benedict
declared that Catholic schools “nurture the soul of a nation.” With the abysmal state of public




education now near-universally acknowledged, it is clear that Catholic school graduates will be
providing the only seriously formed players for the foreseeable future, both academically and
morally. Employers of all sorts will need the literacy and calculation skills they have learned in
our institutions; they will be impressed by the way our graduates carry themselves and the way
they communicate. And those competencies will put them in good stead to stand their ground on
the foundational issues of the day — and they may even be heeded!

The inimitable historian Christopher Dawson uttered what he thought little more than a
truism: “The survival of a civilization is dependent on the continuity of its educational
tradition.”!

Mary Eberhardt spells out the implications: “The secularized academy has abdicated its
vocation. It repudiates continuity. It makes a mockery of the Western patrimony. In the struggle
to hold fast to the Cross amid today’s Chaos, counter-cultural scholars are the first line of
defense.”” Our educational apostolate must produce veritable “counter-cultural scholars.”

The Catholic drive toward assimilation in the 1940s and 1950s got us into this mess.
Mere institutional maintenance will not do the job. Truth be told, the Church in America was
never counter-cultural and so produced all too many Bidens and Pelosis. In point of fact, she was
all too often given to assimilationism. Sometimes one hears well-meaning but poorly informed
“conservative” Catholics bemoan the current state of affairs by asserting, “Before Vatican I,
Catholics didn’t divorce or abort or contracept.” That’s true but only half the story: Nobody did!
Catholics were no different from the mainstream, and once the mainstream changed course, so
did most Catholics.

Interestingly, and perhaps counter-intuitively, it seems that many of the Catholic public
officials of the post-conciliar era are more robust in their representation of Catholic positions
than those of a would-be “golden age” of American Catholicism. I am thinking of people like
Chris Smith, Amy Comey-Barrett, Brett Kavanaugh, Marco Rubio, Ron DeSantis, J.D. Vance,
Steve Scalise — or non-Catholics who were educated in our schools, like Josh Hawley or Neil
Gorsuch.

The present moment calls for raising up a generation of genuine Catholic counter-cultural
agents, comfortable in their Catholic skin and desirous of sharing our Catholic vision of life with
a society that desperately needs such a vision — whether it knows so or not.

“Counter-cultural scholars” will need to be confident witnesses to the truth of the Gospel.
Make no mistake about it: This will not be easy; it may involve a kind of martyrdom even.
When I was in third grade, we had to read a book a week, write a two-page report, and on
Monday give the class a two-minute summary. The first whole book I read was on the North
American martyrs. When I finished by little speech, Sister Vera asked, “And now, Peter, what
did you learn from that book?” Quickly, I replied: “I want to be a martyr when I grow up!” Very
gently, Sister suggested, “Maybe just a confessor!”

YThe Crisis of Western Education, Catholic University of America Press, 2010, 5.

2Adam and Eve after the Pill, Ignatius Press, 2023, 180.
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Being “just” a confessor, however, can be a lot harder because it calls for the mentality of
the long-distance runner. Speaking in the third person, that Southern belle par excellence,
Flannery O’Connor, with her characteristic droll humor, mused: “She could be a martyr if they
killed her quick!”

The picture I have painted is rather bleak, but I do not believe it is hopeless. To be sure,
our nation is strongly divided. While I might wish it not to be so, being divided is better than
being united in evil or of silence in the face of evil. When youngsters leave our hallowed
grounds, as they head into the world of work or academia, they will be tested. Faced with this
seemingly herculean task, I wish to urge you not to give in to discouragement. Permit me to
piggy-back on that idea in three ways.

First, at times we hear people say that Johnny went to twelve years of Catholic school but
hasn’t darkened the door of a church since graduation. While this is surely regrettable, it is also
evidence that what we do in our schools is catechesis and evangelization, not brain-washing. If
every Catholic school graduate emerged a devout, practicing Catholic, we might have cause to
wonder. Not that we wouldn’t want that to be the case — we do — but grace is offered and can be
refused. As St. John Paul was fond of saying, the faith is proposed, not imposed.

Second, we have something to learn from the parable of the sower, wherein we hear of
the various types of soil in which the seed of the Word of God is sown. While we teachers are
used to assigning a grade of 65 or 70 as passing, what does Jesus say about a passing grade for a
sower of the seed, that is, a Catholic educator? The Master Teacher says a teacher who succeeds
25% of the time is indeed a success. Why? Because, as St. Thomas Aquinas taught, “grace
builds on nature.” We can only do so much with what we are presented. Or, as Cardinal Dolan

of New York puts in a one of his homey and foody images, “You can only make gnocchi with the
dough you’re given.” Which leads to my last point.

Children are coming to us today all too often from homes where the parents don’t know
how to parent because they were never properly parented. Therefore, teachers today — more than
ever before — truly stand in loco parentis (in the place of parents). We need to, can, and must
catechize and evangelize two generations at once — and not infrequently three. That ought not to
be viewed as a burden but as an exhilarating opportunity.

St. Edith Stein was a consummate educator, a fact not often adverted to. The Carmelite
martyr of Auschwitz maintained that it is the teacher’s task to help students “develop their gifts
and talents and find their own place in the community of the classroom where they can
contribute to this community.” She goes on: ”Teachers who practice their vocation in the above
manner pave the way for the recovery of family and nation.” But then, very realistically, she
adds: “Should it be too late for that, then in any case, [the teacher] works for the Communion of
Saints.”

When all is said and done, that’s what it’s really all about — working for the Communion
of Saints. That is, saving ourselves through our noble vocation as priestly teachers, instilling in
our teachers the nobility of their vocation, and helping to save as many of our students and their

3Marian Maskulak, “Edith Stein: A Proponent of Human Community and a Voice for Social Change,” Logos, Spring
2012, 74f.




families as we can. In one of the more revealing dialogues in the award-winning film, A Man for
All Seasons, St. Thomas More engages the weasel Richard Rich in a conversation about his
future. Rich says that he has thought about becoming a teacher but has dismissed it in the end.
“Why?’ asks More. “Who would know?” responds the egoistic Rich. More, who had a way of
getting to the heart of the matter, replies: “You would know; your students would know; God
would know. Not a bad audience!” Indeed, not a bad audience.

I pray that you take to heart the divine challenge given to Ezekiel and see in the coming
academic year the exciting challenge to bring to life dry bones which will rise up to form an
army of Christian soldiers who will be a force for truth and goodness and renewal in the Church
and in society-at-large. We have the assurance of God Himself that this can happen: “I have
promised, and I will do it, says the Lord.”

As I suggested earlier, a teacher, a parent or a priest must develop the mentality of the
long-distance runner. What do [ mean? It is rare to see immediate results for our efforts.
Sometimes the affirmation comes years later; sometimes, not at all. And so, I want to leave you
with a meditation penned by the great Cardinal Newman — a pre-eminent promoter of Catholic
education in nineteenth-century England and an inspiration for our schools to this day. His
reflection is not valuable solely for us priests and teachers, but something worthwhile to share
with our students as well. St. John Henry writes:

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some
work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may
never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a
bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do

good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my
own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments.

Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If [ am in
sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve
Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He
knows what He is about. He may take away my friends. He may throw me among
strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future
from me. Still, He knows what He is about.

Let us place this seminar under the two-fold guidance of Our Blessed Mother and one of
her most devoted sons, Cardinal Newman. And let us keep ringing in our ears the lovely and
poignant words of the Collect of this memorial: “May the venerable intercession of the glorious
Virgin Mary come to our aid, we pray, O Lord, so that, fortified by her protection, we may reach
the mountain which is Christ.” Yes, always upward to that “mountain, which is Christ,” bringing
all our young charges in our wake.




Dante’s Divine Comedy Reimagined: Sacred Artist Shares Beauty of Catholic

First you notice John the Baptist’s pale face
gazing longingly toward heaven. As you
look further up the canvas, you see a
shadowy, muscular figure holding a sword
to the saint’s neck. Full of drama and
realism, this is not a Renaissance oil
painting. This is modern-day Catholic art.
Now in the 30th year of his art career, Eric
Armusik, 50, is a classical figurative artist
based in Hamburg, Pennsylvania.

“Through art, you can break barriers with
people because our faith is beautiful; it’s
absolutely beautiful,” he said. “I love the
opportunities being in this kind of art. Every
day is a blessing, waking up and being able
to do it.”

Armusik said he’s “the type of painter that
would paint something 400 years ago,”
taking inspiration from the Old Masters like
Caravaggio, Artemisia Gentileschi and
Tintoretto. Many of his charcoal sketches
and oil paintings depict scenes from the
Bible, lives of the saints and classical
mythology.

Drawn to epic storytelling, Armusik 1s
currently painting Italian Renaissance poet
Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy in 40
panels, each 4 foot by 5 foot. He started the
process in 2016, though he had gotten the
idea long before.

“I was graduating college in the mid-"90s,
and I read this rendition of it, and I just
remember it had the most horrible artwork,
and it was really modern, and very non-
descriptive, and I’m thinking, ‘This is one of
the most vibrant and picturesque stories
probably of all time, why didn’t they have
great art for 1t?””

He contacted Christopher Kleinhenz, a
professor emeritus of Italian at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, to
provide guidance on how to depict each
character.

“He’s able to bring his ability to depict
religious themes into the very religious
attitude of Dante, where we’re talking about
the afterlife, the divine judgments on the
sinners and those who’ve lived exceptional
lives,” Kleinhenz said. “Eric is able in his
presentations to convey many different
shades of emotion and psychological moods,
which is rare.”

Many artists, even in the first decade after
Dante’s death, have misrepresented The
Divine Comedy, leading people to make
wrong assumptions about the story,
according to Kleinhenz. He said he was
drawn to Armusik’s commitment to create a
realistic depiction that’s true to the text.

Over the past seven years, Kleinhenz has
advised Armusik on accurately portraying
the characters and their emotions in each
scene.

“What is going on in this scene? What is
Virgil feeling? What is Dante feeling? What
are they feeling towards each other? What’s
their posture? There are so many nuances
that [ want to get across,” Armusik said. “It
is the biggest thing that I’ve ever done; it
will stretch me in ways that [ am sure I can’t
even conceive right now.”

Armusik grew up in the coal mining town of
Ashley, Pennsylvania, where Polish, Italian
and Slavic immigrants once settled. Despite
their poverty, these immigrants built
churches with paintings on the ceiling,



https://www.ericarmusik.com/
https://www.ericarmusik.com/

ornate murals and stained-glass windows.
Although he didn’t receive formal art
training until college, Armusik learned from
the artwork of local parishes.

“I got an education every Sunday,” he said.
“Absolutely every Sunday.”

Long before Armusik painted scenes from
classical literature and the Gospels, he
started, like many young boys, drawing
dinosaurs and spaceships with No. 2 pencils
in the blank pages of books.

With a lasting love for art, Armusik studied
art history, charcoal and oil painting at
Pennsylvania State University. He spent a
semester in Italy, where he saw his first
Caravaggio painting, The Inspiration of St.
Matthew.

“You see art in its absolute magnificence the
zenith of all Catholic art in Italy,” he said.
“And seeing the Sistine Chapel, seeing all
these magnificent things in the Vatican, and
all over Rome and different parts of the
country — it absolutely set me on the right
course.”

Although his professors were modern and
postmodern in their approach, Armusik
wanted to paint images from the classical
and Catholic tradition, like those he had seen
abroad. While his professors were critical of
his ambitions, he pursued a career creating
traditional art anyway.

“Everybody said it was over, that the Church
is in decline," he said. “But that wasn’t my
experience.”

Wanting to imitate his inspirations, Armusik
taught himself to paint like the Old Masters,
purchasing books and studying their
techniques to depict similar classical and
Christian subject matter.

He took to the internet early in its popularity
to promote his art. The more he advertised
his work, the more priests commissioned
him to create pieces for their parishes.

Seeking to create realistic images, Armusik
said he always uses models when depicting
people so the viewer can better
communicate with the person in the
painting.

“I always like Caravaggio’s honesty in
painting human beings. He painted saints
with dirty feet; he painted real people,”
Armusik said.

Early in Armusik’s career, he realized that
there wasn’t much support or community for
aspiring artists. In an effort to change this,
he teaches private lessons both in person and
virtually, and also offers apprenticeships.

Marketa “Marky” Barto completed a five-
year apprenticeship with Armusik in July.
Originally from Czechoslovakia, now the
Czech Republic, Barto grew up visiting sites
with classical art and architecture. She
studied art in the Netherlands before moving
to the United States, where she hoped to
continue her career. She then discovered
Armusik’s private lessons and apprenticed
with him.

“My life took a turn from the moment I took
my first one-on-one class with him,” she
said. “His skills, professionalism, dedication
and personality made a big impression on
me. I loved that he painted exactly in the
style I adored since my childhood, a style |
grew up seeing everywhere around me and
while traveling through Europe.”

Armusik’s artwork has been featured in

multiple churches around the world and
more than a dozen art museums or galleries,
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including the National Arts Club in New “I hope that it’s very powerful and has a

York and the National Shrine of long legacy and brings many people back to

Czestochowa in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, the Church,” he said. “It’s been a long and

according to his website. fun trip, and I look forward to hopefully
another 50 years.”

Adriana Azarian

https://www.ncregister.com/features/drawing-dante-eric-armusik-sacred-art
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Stunning Upset: Cole Hocker’s Catholic High School Cheers as He Breaks
Olympic Record

A stunning surprise victory at the Paris
Olympics on Tuesday left spectators at an
Indianapolis Catholic school cheering as a
former student broke a major Olympic
record and brought home a gold medal for
the United States.

Indianapolis native Cole Hocker astounded
the sporting world on Tuesday when he
clinched a last-minute win in the men’s
1,500-meter race at the Paris 2024
Olympics, pulling down the gold and setting
a new Olympic record of 3:27.65.

NBC News referred to the victory as a
“stunning upset” as Hocker pulled past
world champion Josh Kerr in the final
seconds of the race, crossing the finish line
with his arms outstretched.

Hocker was still in third place with roughly
10 seconds left in the race before a final
sprint put him just inches ahead of Kerr to
take the top spot.

In his hometown, meanwhile, a crowd at his
alma mater Cathedral High School in
Indianapolis watched and cheered as Hocker
pulled off the incredible win.

Video shared on social media showed
spectators erupting into successively louder

Daniel Payne

cheers as Hocker edged ahead in the race
and ultimately won it.

In a post-win interview, Hocker went out of
his way to say he “especially” thanked
Cathedral High for his success, saying he
was “truly honored” to represent the school,
his city and state, and the United States in
the competition.

On Wednesday morning the school said in a
Facebook post that it extended “a warm
‘you’re so welcome’ to him.”

“Greatness called, and you answered, Cole!”
the school said. “You make our Holy Cross
value of excellence shine like GOLD!”

In a 2021 interview, Hocker said he runs
“because I have a God-given talent.”

“I just feel God has given me the gift of
running, and my job is to give it my best,”
he said.

Fellow American runner Yared Nuguse,
meanwhile, took the bronze medal in the
race, marking the first time since 1912 that
two American athletes have been on the
men’s 1,500-meter podium.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/07/stunning-upset-cole-hockers-catholic-high-

school-cheers-as-he-breaks-olympic-record/
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Swiss Court: Parents Must Turn Over Documents to Allow Sex Change of
Teen Daughter

Two parents in Switzerland could face
criminal penalties if they do not help the
government facilitate a sex change for their
teenage daughter who last year was removed
from their custody, according to an appellate
court order issued last week.

The parents, who have not publicly
disclosed their names, have been embroiled
in legal battles with Swiss government
bodies for about three years to prevent
officials from transitioning their daughter’s
gender.

The court order requires the parents to
provide government officials with legal
documents that will allow the state to
officially change their now-16-year-old
daughter’s gender.

According to the parents’ lawyers at
Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF)
International, the girl told her parents she
wanted to become a boy about three years
ago when she was 13. After doctors
recommended puberty blockers, the parents
declined to give them to her and obtained
private mental health care for their daughter.

The girl’s parents informed her school of the
situation and how they were approaching it,
but the school began to socially transition
their daughter against the expressed wishes
of her parents, according to ADF
International. The school then contacted the
government child welfare agency, which
accused the parents of “abuse” because they
would not facilitate a sex change for their
daughter.

A Swiss court ordered that she be taken to a
government-funded youth shelter in April
2023, according to her parents’ lawyers. The
courts stripped her parents of the authority

to make medical decisions and halted the
mental health treatment they had gotten for
their daughter because the parents refused to
help facilitate a sex change for their
daughter.

“We are deeply saddened that this nightmare
situation continues,” the girl’s father said in
a statement provided by ADF International.

“Not only has the state separated us from
our daughter because we objected to her
‘transition,” but we are now being threatened
with criminal charges if we do not aid in her
‘legal transition’ by handing over legal
documents,” he said. “The state should not
have this power. If this can happen to us, it
can happen to other parents. We will not
give up trying to protect our daughter

and will seek to appeal this decision.”

Under Swiss law, minors aged 16 and 17 can
change their legal gender without a parent or
guardian’s consent. The law also permits
minors aged 16 and 17 to obtain sex-change
surgeries. Although consent of a guardian is
normally required for surgeries, 16- and 17-
year-olds can obtain these surgeries without
consent when the parents are stripped of
their legal authority.

The parents are appealing to the Federal
Supreme Court of Switzerland, which is the
highest court in the country. They have 30
days to file their appeal.

Felix Bollmann, the ADF lawyer
representing the parents, said in a statement
that the decision is “a grave injustice” and
that the court refuses “to recognize the
fundamental rights of these parents to care
for their daughter.”
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“They have every right to withhold their
consent to a so-called ‘sex change,’ given
the vulnerable state of the minor concerned
and that such a step could pave the way for
harmful and potentially irreversible physical
‘transition,”” Bollmann added. “The court
should uphold the rights of parents acting in
the best interest of their child instead of
weaponizing the law to advance dangerous
ideologies that drive a wedge between
parents and children and increase the
likelihood of psychological and bodily
harm.”

Tyler Arnold

Less than three weeks ago,

California became the first state in the
United States to enact a law that prohibits
school districts from adopting parental
notification policies to inform parents if
their children begin to identify as a gender
that is different from their biological sex. In
some states, departments of education have
policies similar to this law, but no other state
has enacted a similar law as of yet.

In about half of the states in the United
States, there are no laws restricting the ages
for when a minor can obtain sex-change
drugs or surgeries.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/07/swiss-court-parents-must-turn-over-

documents-to-allow-sex-change-of-teen-daughter/
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The Ministerial Exception, Religious Freedom, And A Tale of Two Courts

It is essential to preserve the ministerial
exception because it was enacted to ensure
the First Amendment and federal statutory
rights to religious freedom of faith-based
schools.

Recent litigation from Michigan and New
Jersey, involving different factual settings
focused on the same underlying issues
regarding religious freedom in education,
reveal two widely varying degrees of respect
for the ministerial exception, which affords
faith-based employers sole authority to
determine who qualifies to work in their
institutions.

I will first review Supreme Court litigation
addressing the ministerial exception in Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, then
review the two cases, and then conclude
with thoughts on why the ministerial
exception must be preserved.

Litigation on The Ministerial
Exception: Supreme Court

Title VII is the most far-reaching federal law
banning employment discrimination on
various characteristics, including religion.
Rather than examine the expansive Title VII
in detail, though, this section highlights

the ministerial exception. This exception
applies to

a religious corporation, association,
educational institution, or society with
respect to the employment of individuals of
a particular religion to perform work
connected with the carrying on by such
corporation, association, educational
institution, or society of its activities.

Rooted in the First Amendment Religion
Clauses, this exception applies if officials
can demonstrate that individuals deemed

ministerial employees are engaged in
teaching or other activities integrally related
to furthering the spiritual and pastoral
missions of their institutions. Under this
exception, courts defer to the discretion of
religious leaders, even if employee contracts
do not include the words “minister” where
their jobs involved integrated daily religious
functions, such as teaching and leading
children in prayer.

The Supreme Court first upheld the rights of
religious employers under Title VII in
1987°s Corporation of Presiding Bishops v.
Ameos. The Justices observed that when
officials of the Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter-Day Saints in Utah relied on Title VII
in dismissing a staff member who failed to
meet his religious obligations, they did not
violate the Establishment Clause.

Twenty-five years later, in 2012, in the first
of two cases in which it explicitly used the
term “ministerial exception,” the Supreme
Court upheld the authority of religious
leaders to decide to whom it applies.

In Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran
Church and School v. Equal Employment
Opportunities Commission, albeit under
the Americans with Disabilities Act, not
Title VII, in an uncommon unanimous
judgment, the Supreme Court upheld the
exception. The Justices reasoned that
although a teacher in Michigan claimed that
her primary duties were secular, the
exception precluded her ADA disability-
related claim. The Justices emphasized that
only church officials can identify who
qualifies as ministerial employees.

In 2020, in Qur Lady of Guadalupe School
v. Morrissey-Berru and St. James School v.
Biel, the Supreme Court again upheld the
exception, deferring to school officials in
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specifying who qualified as ministers. The
Court rejected the age discrimination and
ADA claims of teachers in two Roman
Catholic elementary schools in California
because, as ministerial employees, the First
Amendment barred their suits.

Recent Litigation: St Jospeh Parish v.
Nessel

Founded in St. Johns, Michigan in 1857, St.
Joseph Parish has operated an elementary
school since 1924. Consistent with other
faith-based schools, St. Joseph expects staff
members to be practicing Catholics who
uphold Church teachings on issues such as
gender, sexuality, marriage, pronoun use,
and separate bathrooms and locker rooms
for females and males.

At issue in St. Joseph Parish v. Nessel is its
appeal, now joined by other Catholic
churches, of the dismissal of their
challenges to Michigan’s Elliott-Larsen
Civil Rights Act.

Adopted in response to the state Supreme
Court’s redefining sex as including sexual
orientation, without exemptions for religious
organizations, the statute prohibits
discrimination by “educational
institution[s]” because of “religion, race,
color, national origin, or sex.” This law
places St. Joseph, and other faith-based
institutions, at risk of being sued for
discrimination if they hire staff who abide
by their religious beliefs and for living out
their faiths authentically.

Rejecting St. Joseph's First Amendment
claims, a federal trial court judge

ignored two recent Seventh Circuit cases
from Indiana to the contrary affirming the
rights of faith-based employers to hire those
meeting their qualifications as ministerial on
what can only be described as questionable
grounds. First, the judge did not think there
was “any present or imminent threat of
enforcement” of the statute. Second, she

remarked that “St. Joseph has not plausibly
alleged a credible threat of enforcement
against it, and mere allegations of a
‘subjective chill” are alone insufficient to
establish an injury-in-fact for standing
purposes.”

More specifically, the judge decreed that
because St. Joseph has yet to be sued, it
could not object to the statute even though it
arguably violates Title VII. Having heard
oral arguments on June 11, 2024, the Sixth
Circuit should rule in the coming months.

Hyman v. Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North
Jersey

In Hyman v. Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North
Jersey, the state Supreme Court upheld the
religious freedom rights of officials in an
Orthodox Jewish school who dismissed a
rabbi-teacher, a thirty-year employee.
Officials fired the rabbi-teacher for violating
Jewish law by allegedly inappropriately
touching fifth and sixth-grade female
students by massaging their shoulders,
placing stickers on their chests, and playing
classroom games, causing him to touch
them. Convinced that the allegations had
merit, officials notified parents that they
dismissed the rabbi-teacher who
subsequently filed his defamation claim.

The six participating members of the panel
in Rosenbaum Yeshiva released a brief,
paragraph long, per curiam, “for the court”
order, rejecting the rabbi-teacher’s
defamation claim. In so doing, the court
honored the rights of Yeshiva officials to
select and control the duties of their
ministers, regardless of whether alleged
misconduct involves religious beliefs.

In its rationale, the concurrence noted that
“[t]he United States Supreme Court has not
had occasion to apply the ministerial
exception to a tort claim such as the
defamation claim at issue here, and indeed
cautioned that such an inquiry must await an
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appropriate case.” The concurrence wrote
that if it had reviewed why Yeshiva officials
dismissed the rabbi-teacher from his
ministerial position, it would have violated
the First Amendment because it is not
limited to the employment actions officials
in faith-based institutions make on religious
grounds. The concurrence concluded that
because “additional discovery would not
alter the constitutional analysis in this
matter,” officials at Rosenbaum Yeshiva had
the authority to decide who qualifies as a
ministerial employee.

An equally divided court disagreed as to
whether discovery was required to get a
clearer picture of the defamation claim.
However, because only three justices joined
the dissent, the court upheld the denial of the
rabbi-teacher’s defamation claim.

Some observations

An initial question emerges as to St.

Joseph given the well-established precedent
upholding the rights of officials in faith-
based schools to hire staff members who
meet the criteria they alone have the
authority to establish for employees in
positions deemed ministerial. Why did the
federal trial court judge in Michigan order
educational officials in St. Joseph School to
wait to be sued and then incur the
unnecessary expense of having defend
themselves for allegedly engaging in
discrimination before allowing their
challenge to the state law, which certainly
appears to violate both Title VII’s ministerial
exception and Supreme Court precedent to
proceed in its merits?

The potential enforcement of the Michigan
law might have the chilling effect of giving
officials in faith-based institutions pause
before filling vacancies for fear of violating
its provisions. It is equally perplexing why
the judge denied them standing, or the
ability to file suit, to litigate a statute that

arguably infringes on their ministerial
exception rights.

Unlike the judge in Michigan, the Supreme
Court of New Jersey recognized that
employment issues involving religion are
beyond the expertise of secular jurists in
deferring to the judgment of officials

in Rosenbaum Yeshiva. The court applied the
ministerial exception because it realized that
determining who is qualified to teach in a
faith-based school is best left to religious
officials who bear the burden of proving that
staff members engage in ministerial duties.

To reiterate: it is unclear why the federal
judge in St. Joseph refuse to protect
religious liberty prospectively. The judge
should have been more attuned to
safeguarding religious freedom because the
issues in this dispute go to the heart of
teaching and other activities integrally
related to promoting the spiritual and
pastoral missions of faith-based schools, as

this is just the type of situation the
ministerial exception is designed to protect.

An underlying issue in St. Joseph is that, of
course, all individuals are free to live as they
wish. Still, why would Michigan, or any
other state, adopt a law apparently targeting
religious institutions in suggesting that they
engaged in discriminatory behavior when
their administrators seek to hire staff
members who comply with the sexual and
other teachings of their faiths?

To date, controversy has apparently yet to
emerge in St. Joseph School, as it has in the
cases from Indiana highlighted

earlier involving individuals whose
lifestyles, albeit involving same-sex
relationships in a Catholic high school, fail
to comply with teachings of the religious
organizations operating the educational
institutions where they seek to work. Put
another way, even in conceding that some
might view teaching as just a job (a situation
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that is less common in faith-based schools
where being an educator is often regarded as
a vocation requiring commitment to schools’
religious values) why would individuals
want to work in educational settings if their
values are incongruent with the religious
teachings and missions of their potential
employers?

Because respect is supposed to go both
ways, it is unclear why lawmakers in
Michigan did not demonstrate it toward
faith-based schools by ignoring their rights
to religious freedom. Instead, consistent
with federal law, legislators should have
granted deference to the long held sincere
religious beliefs of religious employers
protected by the First Amendment and Title
VII’s ministerial exception rather than
apparently questioning, if not denying, their
ability to hire individuals who agree to live
in accord with the teachings of their faiths.

Returning to Rosenbaum Yeshiva, the
Supreme Court of New Jersey rightly
acknowledged that its officials had the
authority to dismiss an employee who failed
to live up to the school’s religiously based

Charles J. Russo

behavioral standards. Thus, the court held
that institutional religious freedom trumped
the rabbi-teacher’s civil defamation claim in
light of the underlying statutory and
constitutional issues. It is unclear why the
judge in Michigan failed to apply a similar
rationale.

It is essential to preserve the ministerial
exception because it was enacted to ensure
the First Amendment and federal statutory
rights to religious freedom of faith-based
schools. Protecting the exception is crucial
because it affords educational officials the
right to preserve the religious identities of
their schools by granting them the sole
authority to hire, retain, and/or dismiss those
who are best suited to witness to their faiths
while working to advance institutional
missions and goals.

In light of the significant constitutional and
statutory rights at issue under the ministerial
exception (not to mention litigation
reviewed above) it would be surprising if the
Sixth Circuit did not follow precedent by
reversing in favor of St. Joseph, thereby
securing its right to religious freedom.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/03/the-ministerial-exception-religious-freedom-

and-a-tale-of-two-courts/
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The Experience of U.S. Adults Who Don’t Have Children

57% of adults under 50 who say they 're unlikely to ever have kids say a major reason is they just
dont want to; 31% of those ages 50 and older without kids cite this as a reason they never had

The U.S. fertility rate reached a historic low
in 2023, with a growing share of women
ages 25 to 44 having never given birth.

And the share of U.S. adults younger than
50 without children who say they

are unlikely to ever have kids rose 10
percentage points between 2018 and 2023
(from 37% to 47%), according to a Pew
Research Center survey.

In this report, we explore the experiences
of two groups of U.S. adults:

= Those ages 50 and older who don’t
have children

Those younger than 50 who don’t
have children and say they are
unlikely to in the future

About four-in-ten of those in the older
group (38%) say there was a time when
they wanted to have children. A smaller
but sizable share (32%) say they never
wanted children, and 25% say they weren’t
sure one way or the other. Few say they
frequently felt pressure to have children
from family, friends or society in general.

Reasons for not having children — or
being unlikely to ever have them — differ
between the older and younger

groups. The top response for those ages 50
and older is that it just didn’t happen.
Meanwhile, those in the younger group are
most likely to say they just don’t want to
have kids. Women younger than 50 are
especially likely to say they just don’t want
to have children (64% vs. 50% of men in
this group).

Majorities in both groups say not having
kids has made it easier for them to afford
the things they want, have time for
hobbies and interests, and save for the
future. In the younger group, about six-in-
ten also say not having kids has made it
easier for them to be successful in their job
or career and to have an active social life.

Still, majorities in both groups

say parents have it easier when it comes to
having someone to care for them as they
age. Large shares in both groups say having
a fulfilling life doesn’t have much to do with
whether someone does or doesn’t have
children.

These are among the key findings from a
new Pew Research Center survey of 2,542
adults ages 50 and older who don’t have
children and 770 adults ages 18 to 49 who
don’t have children and say they are not too
or not at all likely to have them. The survey
was conducted April 29 to May 19, 2024.

Jump to read more about:

= Reasons adults give for not having
children

Perceived pros and cons of not
having children

Relationships and caregiving among
adults without children

Demographic and economic
characteristics of adults 50 and older
without children
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Reasons for not having children

The study explores reasons U.S. adults give
for not having children, among those ages
50 and older who haven’t had kids and those
under 50 who say they’re unlikely to ever
become parents.

By margins of at least 10 points, those in the
younger group are more likely than those
ages 50 and older to say each of the
following is a major reason:

* They just don’t want to have children
(57% in the younger group vs. 31%
in the older group)

They want to focus on other things,
such as their career or interests (44%
vs. 21%)

Concerns about the state of the
world, other than the environment
(38% vs. 13%)

They can’t afford to raise a child
(36% vs. 12%)

Concerns about the environment,
including climate change (26% vs.
6%)

They don’t really like children (20%
vs. 8%)

In turn, a larger share of those in the older
group say a major reason they didn’t have
kids is that they didn’t find the right partner
(33% vs. 24% of those in the younger

group).

There are no significant differences between
the two groups in the shares pointing to
infertility or other medical reasons (their
own or their spouse’s or partner’s) or to a
spouse or partner who didn’t want to have
children as major reasons.

Among those in their 40s, 22% say
infertility or other medical reasons are a
major factor in why they’re unlikely to ever

have children. About one-in-ten of those
ages 18 to 39 (9%) say the same.

The impact of not having children

Majorities of adults ages 50 and older who
don’t have kids and those under 50 who say
they’re unlikely to do so see some benefits
to not having children.

But by margins ranging from 17 to 23
points, those in the younger group are more
likely than those ages 50 and older to say
each of the following has been easier for
them because they don’t have children:

= Having time for hobbies and
interests (80% in the younger group
vs. 57% in the older group)

Affording the things they want (79%
vs. 61%)

Saving for the future (75% vs. 57%)

Being successful in their job or
career (61% vs. 44%, among those
who don’t indicate this doesn’t apply
to them)

Having an active social life (58 vs.
36%)

The impact at work

We also asked those who are employed
about the impact not having children has had
on their work lives.

Experiences are mixed. For example, 45%
of those in the younger group and 35% of
those in the older group say they’ve had
more opportunities to network outside of
work hours because they don’t have kids. At
the same time, about a third in each group
say they’ve been expected to take on extra
work or responsibilities, and many also say
they’ve been given less flexibility than those
who have children.




Worries about the future

The survey also asked adults ages 50 and
older without children about certain
concerns they may have as they age.

About one-in-five or more say they
worry extremely or very often about:

= Having enough money (35%)

= Having someone who will provide
care for them (26%)

= Being lonely (19%)

A smaller share (11%) say they frequently
worry about having someone who will carry
on their values and traditions when they’re
gone.

In a separate survey, 46% of parents ages 50
and older said they frequently worry about
having enough money as they age. Smaller
shares said the same about having someone
who will provide care for them as they age
(20%), having someone who will carry on
their values and traditions (17%) and being
lonely as they age (15%).

How the survey findings do — or don’t —
differ by gender

For the most part, the experiences of adults
without children and the reasons they give
for not having them don’t vary much by
gender. This is the case across both age
groups.

Still, there are some questions on which men
and women without kids differ considerably.

Among those ages 50 and older, women are
more likely than men to say:

= Being successful in their job or
career has been easier because they
don’t have children (50% among
women vs. 39% among men).

= They felt pressure to have children
from society in general at least
sometimes when they were younger
(42% vs. 27%).

Among those ages 18 to 49, women are
more likely than men to say each of the
following is a major reason they’re unlikely
to have children:

= They just don’t want to (64% vs.
50%)

Negative experiences with their own
families growing up (22% vs. 13%)

Women in the younger group are also more
likely than their male counterparts to say the
topic of whether they’ll have children comes
up in conversation with their friends at least
sometimes (41% vs. 26%).

Demographic and economic differences
between adults 50 and older with and
without children

In addition to the survey findings, this report
includes an analysis of government data to
show how the demographic characteristics
and economic outcomes of adults ages 50
and older who don’t have children differ
from those ages 50 and older who are
parents.

Among adults in this age group, those who
don’t have children are less likely to have
ever been married. They are more likely to
have a bachelor’s degree or more education.
This difference in educational attainment is
especially pronounced among women.

Older women who don’t have children have
higher median monthly wages than mothers.
The opposite is true among older men; those
without children tend to earn less than
fathers.
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What Is “Eucharistic Education”? Why Do We Need It?

The need is acute. Christ our Lord’s greatest
gift to His Church—the gift of Himself in
the Holy Eucharist—is being neglected by
far too many Catholics. The pews are
emptying, vocations are plummeting, and
the Church is graying because those not
attending Mass on Sundays do not realize
what they are missing. The King of Kings
yearns to enter under their roofs, but He
finds closed doors. “We are too busy,” they
mutter, as they shuffle from soccer practice
to scouts. “We have access to everything on
our phones. What need is there for church?”

The time has come to address this crisis of
faith head-on. One entity in the Church is
specially equipped for this challenge—the
Catholic school on the primary, secondary,
and university levels. The Catholic school
can inspire Catholics to love the Blessed
Sacrament through Eucharistic education.

What is “Eucharistic education™? It is more
than teaching about the Eucharist, though
such teaching is certainly included.
Eucharistic education places the Eucharist at
the center of a school’s life—its academic
curriculum, its formational programming,
and, to the extent possible, its extracurricular
activities. All of these elements receive their
shape from the Eucharist and are ordered to
leading students to a deeper love for it. In
other words, the Eucharist is the summit and
source of a school’s life.

The first step toward a Eucharistic education
is explicitly including the Eucharist in every
area of a Catholic school. It should be stated
in a school’s mission statement: the school
exists to develop its students’ personal
relationships with Jesus Christ, who is fully
present to them in the Eucharist. It should be
included, in varying degrees, in both the
titles and the content of religion classes at all

grade levels. It should feature prominently
in religious events in addition to Mass: visits
to the chapel, Eucharistic adoration, an
annual Eucharistic procession. It should be
showcased in artwork and other decorations
spread throughout the school building.

When the Eucharist is incorporated into the
mission statement, into course titles, and
into school décor, administrators, teachers,
and campus ministers receive support and
motivation to make these stated goals a
reality in their classrooms and programming.
Once it is clear that every person in the
school is scaling the same summit and
receiving power from the same source, the
day-to-day work of Eucharistic education
becomes easier and more exciting.

In the academic realm, religion courses take
the lead in providing a Eucharistic
education. Regardless of grade level,
religion courses typically are divided by
theme: God and creation, Jesus Christ, the
Church, Sacred Scripture, the sacraments,
and morality. In a Eucharistic education, the
Eucharist is taught in every course, not just
the courses on sacraments including the
Mass. The essence of what the Eucharist is,
in varying depths depending on the grade
level, is repeated every year. In addition, the
different course themes allow for different
accents on the Eucharist: Scripture courses
examine both the Old Testament types of the
Eucharist and its New Testament
description; morality courses underscore
how we live the Eucharist as the sacrament
of charity; courses in ecclesiology and
Church history highlight how the Church,
like the Eucharist itself, is the Body of
Christ and how, in the words of St. John
Paul II, “the Eucharist builds the Church and
the Church makes the Eucharist.”




Religion class lessons are essential, but they
are only as strong as the religious
programming that makes these lessons
become flesh before students’ eyes. That is,
religion classes and the celebration of the
sacraments are mutually enriching, and the
success of one depends on the success of the
other. Every effort must be made, then, to
ensure that Masses, celebrations of the
sacraments, and other religious events, such
as holy hours and retreats, treat the Eucharist
with the utmost devotion and reverence.

This requires some soul searching on the
part of administrators and campus ministers,
as the tendency in today’s Catholic schools
is to involve multiple students in
administering these religious events. The
intentions in assigning liturgical roles to
students are noble, but the reality of doing
so is that the solemnity and the unique
character of the Eucharist diminishes if
students see their peers handling the
Eucharist and taking over roles in the Mass
that belong to adults. In particular, students
serving as extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion should be avoided: in the minds
of students, if a peer can touch something,
then that something is not special. To that
end, schools can help foster deeper devotion
to the Eucharist by encouraging students to
receive Holy Communion on their tongues.
Students know that they cannot touch
precious objects, be they in the home or in a
museum. If they are instructed similarly on
the Eucharist, they will learn how special the
Eucharist is without using books or
memorizing definitions.

A key feature of Eucharistic education is
that it permeates all curricula, not merely the
religion courses. Art, music, Latin, literature,
history, and science courses can all include
lessons on the Eucharist that, in varying
ways, present the Eucharist as the heart of
Christian life. These lessons are not
catechetical; such instruction occurs in

religion course. Rather, these lessons engage
students’ hearts and imaginations, which are
essential components within a person’s faith
life.

In art classes of varying grade levels,
students can learn creative ways to depict
the fact that the Eucharist is Jesus Christ.
They can also study paintings that do the
same. In music classes, students can learn
the great Eucharistic hymns in English and
in Latin. For students studying the Latin
language, these hymns take on much more
meaning, as they can both reiterate and learn
anew grammatical features and vocabulary.
In addition to the standard prayers (Pater
Noster, Ave Maria), students can begin class
with the Eucharistic prayers (Adoro Te
Devote, Tantum Ergo) that they can recite,
sing, and memorize.

There are not many stories or literary works
that include the Eucharist as a major plot
element, but incorporating the few that do
into the curriculum will allow students to
see in an imaginative way how essential the
Eucharist is to our lives. Middle school
students can read the Chronicles of

Narnia with its theme of sacrifice. High
school and college students have two short
story options: “A Hint of an Explanation,”
by Graham Greene, and “Benediction,” by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and the C.S. Lewis

novel Till We Have Faces.

History courses offer many opportunities for
teachers to add events that most certainly
will not be included in the average textbooks
but fit perfectly into the traditional
chronologically divided periods. For
example, when studying Roman history,
students can read the letter from Pliny to
Emperor Trajan, written in 110 AD,
inquiring what the former should do with the
Christians in his territory; Pliny briefly
describes the celebration of Eucharist at that
time. Medieval history can include the first
Eucharistic heresy of Berengarius of Tours
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and the establishment of the feast of Corpus
Christi. Courses on the Protestant
Reformation can contrast Luther’s heretical
theology of the Eucharist with that of
Catholic theology. American colonial history
can include the French Jesuits of New York
and the Mohawks’ attack on St. Isaac Jogues
which was motivated by their belief that the
saint’s implements for Mass were
instruments of black magic.

Science class seems the most unlikely of
places to discuss the Eucharist, but, in a
secular age, it provides the perfect forum for
studying the Eucharistic miracles that have
taken place over the centuries, particularly
the ones of the twenty-first century that
occurred in Poland, India, and Mexico, and
that have been studied with the latest
scientific instruments. The segue for
presenting the miracles could be the study of
blood types or of muscle composition. The
Eucharistic miracles offer so much to
today’s students. First, they offer scientific
support for their faith in the word of Jesus
Christ that the Eucharist is really His body
and blood. Second, they help overcome the

David G. Bonagura, Jr.

popular notion that faith contradicts science.
Third, their wondrous nature helps capture
not only students’ intellects, but their
imaginations as well. As students speculate
how it is possible that these miracles came
about, they are forced to consider God’s
power over creation, a power that can
transform ordinary bread and wine into the
body and blood of Jesus Christ.

Amidst the variety of academic disciplines
and other activities in a school, it can be
difficult to unite them all with a single
theme. Eucharistic education provides that
unity by directing, like a skilled concert
master, all of a school’s elements in a
harmonious orchestra in which students,
teachers, and parents all know the tune. The
tune is union with Jesus Christ, who is truly
present in the Eucharist. As students study
the Eucharist, they study Jesus. As they
spend more time with the Eucharist and fall
in love with it, they fall in love with Jesus.
In helping students grow in this love, the
Catholic school has fulfilled its mission.
Eucharistic education will lead students to
the Bread of Life.

https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/what-is-eucharistic-education-why-do-we-need-it/



https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/what-is-eucharistic-education-why-do-we-need-it/

Eucharist, The Heart of Catholic Education

“The sacred liturgy does not exhaust the
entire activity of the Church....
Nevertheless, the liturgy is the summit
toward which the activity of the Church is
directed; at the same time, it is the font from
which all her power flows” (The Second
Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on
the Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, 9-10).

We begin with an image. One of the most
profound visual statements of the Catholic
educational ideal — namely, the integration
of the various disciplines of human wisdom
in the light of the divine Wisdom incarnate
— is portrayed in the tympanum over the
right door to the main entrance of the
Cathedral of Our Lady in the city of
Chartres, France.

Chartres was the sight of a tremendous
intellectual renaissance in the twelfth
century, which witnessed not only the
construction of this magnificent cathedral,
but also the founding of a remarkable
academic institution, the Cathedral school.
This was an institution that brought together
in one place for the purposes of research and
teaching many of the best and wisest
scholars of the day, an institution that would
serve as a model for the creation and
development of that amazing medieval
invention, the university.

For the great scholars and visionaries at
Chartres, their challenge was to create an
educational framework in which the
disciplines of human wisdom might be
married to the revelation of divine Wisdom
in the person of Jesus Christ. Indeed, this
portal sculpture is an artistic expression of
precisely that intellectual vision.

If you do an online search for an image of
“the seven liberal arts and the western portal

at Chartres,” you will find several good
photographs of the tympanum, some of
which have the characters labeled. In the
middle, you will see the famous Sedes
Sapientae, or holy “Seat of Wisdom.”
Surrounding it in the archivolts are
personifications of the seven liberal arts: on
the bottom right, grammar, who is teaching
two boys to write; moving then to the
bottom left, we find dialectic, in whose right
hand is a flower and in whose left hand is
the head of a barking dog; proceeding
around clockwise, we find rhetoric, who is
pictured proclaiming a speech; geometry,
who is shown writing figures on a tablet;
arithmetic, whose attributes have been
effaced over the centuries, so no one is sure
what she is doing; astronomy, who is gazing
up at the sky; and finally, moving to the
inner archivolt, music, who is playing two
instruments: the twelve-stringed harp and
some bells. Underneath each of the arts is a
representation of the thinker classically
associated with that discipline: Priscian for
grammar, Aristotle for dialectic, Cicero for
rhetoric, Euclid for geometry, Boethius for
arithmetic, Ptolemy for astronomy, and most
likely Pythagoras for music, about whom
Cassiodorus had related the story that he had
“invented the principles of this discipline
from the sound of bells and the percussive
extension of chords.”

Here at Chartres, we see in concrete, visible
form the artistic record of an attempt to
integrate human wisdom, as exemplified by
its instruments — namely, the seven liberal
arts — with Wisdom incarnate in the person
of Jesus Christ. The visual movement of the
image, moreover, goes in both directions.
The arts and disciplines of human wisdom
are seen as a preparation for an increased
understanding of faith: they surround and




support the image of Wisdom Incarnate in
the center. By the same token, the Seat of
Wisdom is pictured at the center as both the
source and summit of all human wisdom.
Mary sits at the center of the arts as a
paradigm — as the “Seat of Wisdom” —
because she is a model of one who
obediently responded to God’s word, thus
giving birth (in her case, quite literally) to
God’s Wisdom Incarnate.

This point is emphasized in the two friezes
below, both of which illustrate the events of
the Christ’s birth. In the bottom frieze
(reading from left to right), we see the
Annunciation, the Visitation, and in the
middle, the birth of Christ, with the angel
leading the shepherds in from the right,
sheep in tow. In the top frieze, we see Mary
and Joseph presenting Jesus at the altar in
the Temple. If you look closely, you’ll see
that, unfortunately, likely due to violence
done to the cathedral during the French
Revolution, Christ is missing His head.

I am sometimes asked: “Doesn’t Jesus look
sort of a like a loaf of bread?”” The answer
is, yes, and it’s not just because He’s missing
his head. Scholars tell us that these images
were carved in response to a Eucharistic
controversy raging at the time, in which
certain groups were emphasizing the
presence of the Risen Christ of heaven in the
Eucharist, perhaps to the detriment of an
understanding of the Eucharist which might
include the living Christ who lived and
walked the earth. Here at Chartres, we see
an attempt to correct that potential
misunderstanding by including within the
Eucharistic imagery scenes from Christ’s
birth. This theological and historical context
helps explain why the artist pictures the
child Jesus on top of an altar rather than in
Mary’s arms or in a manger.

Let me stress that such details are not merely
artistic trivia. Lying behind this entire set of
images is a very conscious theology of

Incarnation and sacramentality. If God has
created the world and reveals Himself to us
through His creation, then we have the
possibility (as St. Paul tells us) of coming to
know the invisible attributes of God through
the visible things of creation. As in the
visible, earthly elements of the Eucharist, we
are meant to see the real presence of Christ,
the Word made flesh, so also, in the visible,
earthly elements of creation, we are meant to
see the presence of God’s creative Word and
Wisdom.

It would be a similar theology of
Incarnation, moreover, that would allow the
word and wisdom of God to become
incarnate in actual, human language and
thus, by extension, present and embodied on
a written page such as the Scriptures.

Thus, as the scholars at Chartres understood,
we must learn to read both the Book of
Nature and the Book of Scripture, for they
are not mutually exclusive. Rather, on this
view, they will ultimately illumine each
other because they both have the one God as
their Author. Indeed, on the classical
Christian understanding of the seven liberal
arts, the trivium (or “threefold way”), which
includes grammar, rhetoric, and logic, are
precisely the disciplines that teach us how to
read and understand the Book of Scripture;
while the quadrivium (the “fourfold way”),
the arts of geometry, mathematics,
astronomy, and music, are those that guide
us in our understanding of the Book of
Nature. The portal image makes clear,
however that this reading — whether of one
book or the other (and notice that each of the
classical thinkers associated with the arts is
pictured writing in a book, which is the
classic medieval pose for the four Gospel
writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) —
must always be done in the light of the
divine Wisdom incarnate.

Note how, in this vision of an authentically
Catholic education, all the disciplines are
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present and effectively integrated. This
aspiration to unity and integration of all the
disciplines is one that has continued to
inspire the best Catholic educational
institutions in the centuries since. It was the
vision that inspired the nineteenth century
theologian and saint, John Henry Cardinal
Newman, to write his important and
influential book, The Idea of a University,
although it was a vision he had nurtured for
years. In one of his earlier sermons, for
example, he wrote:

Here, then, I conceive, is the object of ...
setting up universities; it is to reunite things
which were in the beginning joined together
by God and have been put asunder by
man.... [t will not satisfy me, what satisfies
too many, to have two independent systems,
intellectual and religious, going at once side
by side, by a sort of division of labor, and
only accidentally brought together. It will
not satisfy me, if religion is here and science
there, and young men converse with science
all day and lodge with religion in the
evening.... [ wish the intellect to range with
the utmost freedom, and religion to enjoy an
equal freedom, but what I am stipulating is,
that they should be found in one and the
same place and exemplified in the same
persons (Cardinal Newman, in Sermon [

of Sermons on Various Occasions).

What is especially poignant in this passage
is the marriage imagery: the notion that in
setting up universities, our goal should be
“to reunite things which were in the
beginning joined together by God and have
been put asunder by man.” The rule in
contemporary universities, however, is to
allow our students to fall into (indeed, we
often insist that they fall into) one or another
of the disciplines, to the detriment of —
perhaps even the exclusion of — the others.
It is perhaps not inaccurate to say of the
faculty and staff of the modern university
that they are like the orphaned children of a

sad divorce: a divorce not only between
human wisdom and divine Wisdom, but also
between and within the disciplines
themselves. The job of a Christian
university, then, is to do what secular culture
cannot: unite what has been put asunder by
man.

Bridging these divides, uniting what has
been put asunder, and integrating what
should be seen as a whole, was the challenge
set forth by Pope John Paul II in his
encyclical Ex corde Ecclesiae. Allow me, if
I may, to quote the passage I have in mind in
full.

The integration of knowledge is a process,
one which will always remain incomplete;
moreover, the explosion of knowledge in
recent decades, together with the rigid
compartmentalization of knowledge within
individual academic disciplines, makes the
task increasingly difficult. But a University,
and especially a Catholic University, “has to

be a ‘living union’ of individual organisms
dedicated to the search for truth ... It is

necessary to work towards a higher
synthesis of knowledge, in which alone lies
the possibility of satisfying that thirst for
truth which is profoundly inscribed on the
heart of the human person.” Aided by the
specific contributions of philosophy and
theology, university scholars will be
engaged in a constant effort to determine the
relative place and meaning of each of the
various disciplines within the context of a
vision of the human person and the world
that is enlightened by the Gospel, and
therefore, by a faith in Christ, the Logos, as
the center of creation and of human history
(Ex corde Ecclesiae 35).

Bridging these divides — bridging
especially the significant division between
what author C. P. Snow once called “the two
cultures”: the natural sciences, on the one
hand, and the humanities, on the other — is
necessary not only for the health of the
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secular academy, but it is an absolute
requirement, as Newman and Pope John
Paul II have made clear, for a

truly Catholic education. Only if we help
our students bridge this divide will we have
helped them achieve the kind of unified and
integrated human wisdom — both of
themselves and of the world — that could
serve as the proper handmaiden of the
Divine Wisdom Incarnate.

Randall Smith is a Professor of Theology at
the University of St. Thomas, Houston. He

Dr. Randall Smith

is the author of four books, including How
to Read a Sermon by Thomas Aquinas: A
Beginner s Guide (Emmaus); Aquinas,
Bonaventure, and the Scholastic Culture of
Medieval Paris (Cambridge); and From
Here to Eternity: Reflections on Death,
Immortality, and the Resurrection of the
Body (Emmaus). His next book — the only
book-length commentary in English on
Bonaventure’s Journey of the Mind into
God — will be available from Cambridge
University Press in the fall of 2024.
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Forming Hearts and Minds of Students for Worship

To understand the place of the Eucharist in
Catholic education, we must first understand
worship. Here are four elements of worship
that Catholic educators should contemplate:
worth, training, method, and culmination.

Worship requires worth

Each morning, Catholics and Jews greet the
new day with the words of the 95th Psalm of
David:

Come, let us sing to the Lord. Shout for joy
to the rock of our salvation. Let us come
before Him with praise and
Thanksgiving...O come, let us worship and
bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our
Maker!

Psalm 95 forms an integral part of Jewish
morning prayers and, as Catholics, we
received this inheritance and incorporated it
into Lauds (Morning Prayer) of the Roman
Rite Liturgy of the Hours. With our Jewish
brothers and sisters, we share a fundamental
conviction that the first impulse of the day
should be worship.

The very word worship reveals the nature of
the act. Worship at its most fundamental is
to recognize something as having

ultimate worth. Another way to put it is to
say: to worship is to “make a big deal” of
something. In worshipping we acknowledge
that we have found something so precious
and full of worth that we have to name it.
The American novelist David Foster Wallace
famously remarked to a group of 2005
graduates of Kenyon College that worship is
in no way optional:

This, I submit, is the freedom of a real
education, of learning how to be well-
adjusted. You get to consciously decide what
has meaning and what doesn’t. You get to

decide what to worship. Because here’s
something else that’s weird but true: in the
day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is
actually no such thing as atheism. There is
no such thing as not worshipping.
Everybody worships. The only choice we
get is what to worship.

The task of all education, then, is the task of
proposing to students what ought to be
worshipped, what is worthy. To

propose divine worship to students, the
highest calling of Catholic education, is to
invite them to behold the eternal
significance and beauty of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. Unfortunately, the worth of this Lord
Jesus is not self-evident to students
inhabiting a world saturated with Tik-Tok
stars, influencers, and billionaire
entrepreneurs. Despite its challenges, it is
the joyful obligation of each generation
committed to Catholic education to unmask
all that is truly worthless and to propose
anew the One who is worthy of ultimate
value and supreme worship.

Worship requires training

While worship is the most natural thing in
the world to us, it can also seem thoroughly
alien. To focus on another... to forget myself
for a moment... to not ask, “How long will
this take?”” or “How much will this cost?” or
“What will I get out of it?”... to restrain
these impulses will very often feel
completely unnatural. The truth, though, is
that each of our students was made for this
worship and made to find all their joy and
fulfillment in discovering this Worth. Yet,
just because we were made for worship
doesn’t mean learning to worship will be
easy. We were made to speak, to walk, and
to use our hands, and when these are learned
they bring untold joy and fulfillment but




learning to do each of these required
awkward beginnings and hours of frustrating
practice. After those hours, we found
ourselves capable not simply of speaking
and walking but even of singing and
running. Worship, like all these others, while
ordained to us, is not automatic to us.
Training and practice are necessary to
cultivate a real habit of worship. It must be
explained, prepared for, done, reflected
upon, and done all over again. It cannot
simply be taught; it must be caught.

As Catholic schools seek to prepare the
ground for Eucharistic revival, we must
prepare the hearts and minds of students for
worship. Taking time at the beginning of a
new school year to explain our rites, practice
our responses, and rehearse our music are all
seemingly mundane but essential steps in
helping us move from merely standing to
running in worship. The Church, in her
wisdom, has given us liturgies and devotions
to be used over and over and over again, so
that the music and prayers and responses can
be practiced and properly learned, moving
from our lips to deep down in our innermost
being. In this way, we are slowly being
trained, so that one day when we have a
moment when we don’t know how or what
to pray, words will be given.

Worship requires a method

To train ourselves to acknowledge ultimate
worth requires some kind of method. Since
man first sought to draw closer to this Power
behind all things, what one scholar called
the mysterium tremendens et fascinans, the
method has been sacrifice. While sacrifice
has certainly looked different through the
ages, the essential quality remains the same:
to sacrifice is to waste something on your
God. At the height of Israel’s sacrificial
economy, one Passover might see the blood
0f 250,000 lambs shed. Whether the ancient
sacrificial offering was flesh, grain, or oil,
the essential meaning of the gift was the

same. These things I am offering are
precious to me, yet this rare and precious
thing is not worth more to me than my God.
He is source of all that I have, so He is more
precious. He is worth more.

Now, these things are easily accessible to us.
They are not fitting sacrifices, because they
are too easy. For sacrificial worship to have
its proper place in our schools, other
sacrifices must be made. For school
leadership, it will be the sacrifice of time,
something which is so precious, because we
have such a limited amount of it. To propose
worship to students is to ask Catholic
schools to sacrifice time and resources. It is
to carve out time from instruction, from
organizations, from sports, and from all the
other demands of a school day and to “waste
it” on Our Lord. It is to “waste” resources
(that’s the polite word for money) on music
and art and a space that is fitting for a God
of goodness, truth, and beauty. If our school
liturgies require no waste, then we must ask
to what degree they are training for worship.

Putting the blade to instructional time and
every other urgent need in a school schedule
1s no easy ask for Catholic school
leadership. What is asked of our students in
this sacrificial worship is to offer up
something that will seem to many of them
even more precious: their sense of dignity,
their sense of “not caring,” of aloof
“coolness” and social status. For so many of
our students, these are precious offerings,
but these too must be invited to be placed on
the altar. None of these sacrifices will be
easy, and if they were, they would not be
worthy of divine worship, but by the gift of
sheer divine grace, schools and students can
be trained.

Worship requires culmination

It should be obvious to all concerned that the
habit of worship we’ve described, in all its
beauty and profundity, is incredibly difficult.
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Not just for the obvious reasons we have
spoken of, that training is required and that
we are easily distracted and easily turned
back in on ourselves. More tragically,
though, these lips that speak God’s praises
also soon take up gossip and slander. The
hearts that we lift up to the Trinity in
adoration are often deceitful. And it is for
these reasons that the culmination of our
worship is nothing we offer. The climax of
our school worship cannot simply be
preaching, no matter how engaging, or
singing, no matter how robust, or prayer, no
matter how earnest. These are our acts of
devotion, but the crown of Christian
worship, the end of Christian worship is not
our offering, but His: the Eucharist. Our
worship finds its source and summit in the
Mass because there, and only there, is found
the perfect act of worship and obedience to
the Father.

For centuries the children of Israel called
themselves to worship, longing for the day

when a perfect temple, with holy priests,

Father Jonathan Duncan

would offer perfect praise to the Father.
Now, in our Eucharistic worship, we
encounter the one who in His death declared
the worth and beauty of the Heavenly
Father. In the eternal Son’s offering of
Himself, He gathers up our scattered voices,
imperfect singing, and distracted praying,
and, united with Him, makes of our worship
something glorious and truly worthy.

The journey towards this culmination of our
worship is no small labor. We take up this
adventure of worship with all the sacrifice
and training required, not simply because it
is “right and just,” though to be sure it is.
We propose right worship to our students
because worship is not simply our duty, it is
our destiny. It is the future for which every
student in our schools was made. One day,
when this veil of tears is lifted and we know
Him, even as we are fully known,
sacraments will cease, but worship, the
Revelation of St. John promises, will not.
One day it is all we will do, and of it, we
will never tire.

https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/forming-hearts-and-minds-of-students-for-worship/
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‘The Catholic Church Is Right’: Father Spitzer Talks God’s Plan When the
World Offers Nothingburgers

‘The Christian notion of love is the only way
that society is going to survive...’

Jesuit Father Robert Spitzer s latest

book, The Moral Wisdom of the Catholic
Church, 1s the third book in his “Called Out
of Darkness” trilogy. Father Spitzer, as an
exceptional mind in the Catholic Church
today, offers a great read and an important
resource that is clearly informative, but is
also particularly helpful, offering practical
advice for overcoming both sin and the
effects of sin. And the writing reassures us
that God gives us grace to draw closer to
him.

The president of the Magis Center and the
Napa Institute and EWTN TV host, who will
be a speaker at the upcoming National
Eucharistic Congress, spoke with the
Register about the state of the culture and
why the Church offers the best guide to
happiness and human flourishing.

I know you wrote about this in the book, but
could you clarify: Who is the audience for
this book?

The key audience is teachers, priests and
catechists who are confronted today with
people who are basically saying that the
Catholic Church’s moral teaching is
anachronistic.

There are those people who argue that the
Catholic Church is out of step with the
mainstream. They pose questions like: “Why
does the Catholic Church hate transgenders?
Why does the Catholic Church hate
homosexuals?” You know, all these kinds of
accusations are simply untrue. But these
poor Catholic teachers — the catechists, the
priests, the sisters — are just getting
lambasted with these questions.

So I wanted to give them very concise
evidence from secular studies: the findings
of general psychiatry, university studies, and
similar kinds of studies that illustrate that
the Catholic Church is right. That is, if you
obey the moral teaching of the Catholic
Church, you are going to have significantly
less depression, anxiety, substance abuse,
anti-social aggressivity and suicidal
ideation. And that’s what comes out again
and again in all these issues, such as
transgenderism, homosexual lifestyle and
pornography.

I’d love it if parents also would take this
cause up, but [ was encouraged to do this
primarily by high-school teachers who
basically said, “We just need to have a
resource here.”

One of the things that struck me about your
book is the focus on happiness — that is,
virtue makes us happy. Can you go into
some more detail about that?

The middle term between happiness and
virtue is the Christian definition of love: In
other words, Christ’s definition of love. That
would include, obviously, friendship; but
also sexual love — that is, eros, which
would include our notion of exclusive and
permanent commitment and the elements
that are entailed by it; also, the specifically
Christian virtue of agape. The Christian
notion of love is the only way that society is
going to survive. We just cannot continue
with uncommitted sexual actions.

We can see this by looking at some statistics
that were presented by secular institutes. For
instance, if you start moving into a
homosexual lifestyle, you can expect a
three-times increase in depression rates, a
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three-times increase in anxiety rates, a five-
times increase in panic disorders, a six- to
seven-times increase in suicidal ideation,
and so forth.

You can expect this to happen because
you’re made not for that; but rather for
committed love, self-sacrificial love, caring
love, and emotionally intimate love. That’s
what you’re made for. Now, if you just
pursue sex, you have no emotional intimacy,
no care for that other person, no desire to
make a contribution to them towards a
family, and you have no sense really of even
being self-sacrificial for that individual in
some sense or another. You don’t even have
friendship as the basis of this sexual
relationship. So what you’re doing is
emotionally ripping apart the natural mode
that we were built for.

Sexuality, without any real emotional
intimacy, without any real care, without any
real generativity, leaves us so empty, so
uncared about. It makes us objectify the
other person. In other words, we start
thinking that other people are meant for our
use, that they’re just objects to fulfill us
sexually. Well, if you treat other people as
objects, eventually, you’ll treat yourself like
an object. You’ll treat yourself as a thing,
because, of course, what goes around comes
around.

We need love. We need care. We need
emotional intimacy. We need generativity.
We need to be befriended and to befriend
others. You get to the point at the end of the
day where you’re just left with a big
nothingburger except gratification. Then you
just move to the final step. You say, “Well, I
may as well just look at pornography,
because sex to me is just gratification.”
Remember they did all these interviews of
Japanese young people asking, “Well, how
come you don’t get married or anything?
How come you don’t do any dating?” The
response was basically: “Oh, pornography

fulfills me completely. That's all I need or
want. [ don’t want the hassle of other
people.” But the more they look at
pornography, the more depressed they
become.

Human dignity is a running theme
throughout the book. What would you like
the reader to know about human dignity?

The No. 1 principle of human dignity was
stated by St. Augustine:

“For thou hast made us for Thyself, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”

God alone can satisfy us. He has given us a
soul. He has made us in his image and
likeness, and, therefore, we not only want
perfect truth, love, goodness and beauty —
we want God. We want to be in a
relationship with God.

We have the possibility of having ultimate
meaning in life, ultimate mooring and
anchoring of our identity in God. Ultimately,
we have a dignity through our relationship
with God, and, of course, eternal life. The
first thing to know is that dignity is
grounded in our relationship with God.
Without that relationship, we are radically
incomplete, radically empty, radically
alienated and radically lonely.

This was reflected in a big American
Psychiatric Association study in which they
illustrated that religiously affiliated people
have significantly lower rates of depression,
anxiety, marital and familial tensions,
antisocial aggressivity, substance abuse,
suicides and suicidal ideation.

A lot of people think that they can be happy
without God. They cannot be happy because
their dignity rests — their dignity is
grounded — in him. The idea of having a
dignity apart from God is really the most
radically incomplete dignity.
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Clearly, there's a connection between moral
dignity and conscience. What's the state of
conscience in the world today?

First, people are not listening to that inner
voice which Newman called the “inner voice
of God.” This is exemplified by a criminal,
for example, who finds the first kill kind of
hard (unless he’s a sociopath from the
beginning), but as he continues to kill the
third, fourth and fifth time, it becomes
easier.

It’s the same thing with violating God’s
covenant. It’s like the person who is very
hesitant to violate sexual norms, but then,
they just let it go. It just becomes easier and
easier. You don’t feel real guilt anymore.
You just let it go. This is exemplified by
viewers of pornography. When they first
start off, they don’t like themselves, because
they have a feeling of real guilt. But then, of
course, as they continue to do it, the guilt
kind of goes away.

In our culture, we’re really good at
rationalizing things, and we’re really good at
ignoring a guilty conscience.

And the second thing we know about people
who don’t have a conscience is, they make
everybody around them miserable.

The third thing that we know about
conscience is that people become depressed.
Ultimately, they cannot escape the guilt.
Literature is replete with the question: Why
won’t the guilt go away? The Telltale

Heart tells the story, as does Crime and

John Clark

Punishment. Why won’t the guilt leave? And
the reason is: God won'’t let it.

So if you want to just keep going, you can
expect that you’re going to feel not only
guilt but a lot of depression. You can expect
that you will destroy the people around you,
and, ultimately, you’re going to destroy your
relationship with God.

In your book, you discuss social mores and
political structures for influencing our sense
of morality. Has our political system, which
is constantly trying to appease voters,
become partly responsible for a negative
influence?

The reason we have the political situation
we have now is because we, as a people,
have turned away from religion and God.
We turned away from conscience and
happiness. And if you turn away from God,
you have to find something else that does
not have ultimate meaning and ultimate
significance and ultimate mooring of your
identity and ultimate hope and ultimate
destiny and so forth. So you’re going to
have to find something non-ultimate to fill
that vacuum.

That is where identity politics frequently
comes in. There is a kind of crazy elevation
of political beliefs to the sense of ultimacy,
which they can never have. Without God
and religion, you’re going to turn ideology
into an ultimate, or you’re going to turn
politics into an ultimate. Either way, it’s a
bad deal.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/father-robert-spitzer-the-catholic-church-is-right
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Cameroon Archbishop Challenges Catholic Teachers to Work for Peace

YAOUNDE, Cameroon — In Cameroon’s
North West region where conflict has been
raging for about eight years now, a leading
Catholic prelate has called on Catholic
teachers to be “vectors of peace.”

Archbishop Andrew Nkea Fuanya of the
Bamenda archdiocese was speaking July 20
during the annual celebration of Teachers’
Day.

“The vocation you have answered to be
teachers is a very noble one. It is a
profession that has dignity,” said the
archbishop, who also serves as the President
of the National Episcopal Conference of
Cameroon.

He was speaking to Catholic teachers during
a homily at St. Joseph Cathedral of
Bamenda Archdiocese.

“The dignity of this vocation lies in the fact
that you take responsibility to do what God
does; impart knowledge to others and we
know that God, who has called you, will not
abandon you,” Fuanya said.

He said in Cameroon’s war-ravaged regions,
God will continue to protect teachers,”
especially from the violence that we have in
our society.”

For nearly a decade, separatists in
Cameroon’s North West and South West
regions had made a school boycott a
cornerstone of their struggle.

Teachers have often come under attack,
schools have been burned, and students
kidnapped or killed.

Of the 6,970 schools in the North West and

South West regions, 2,875 (41 percent) were
reported to be non-functional, according to a
January 2024 report by Cameroon Education

Cluster. The report says, up to 54 percent of
schools in the two regions weren’t
functional in the 2021/2022 school year.

It also said that 246.354 students had been
affected by school closures as of September
2023.

The gory details of attacks on schools as the
conflict continues to unfold is what makes
Nkea push for peace to become an integral
part of teacher’s duty in the classroom,
because it could lay the foundations for a
sustainable peace in future.

Accounts of such attacks are numerous, but
a few examples may suffice.

On September 26, 2023, gunmen stormed a
Catholic school in the parish of St Martin de
Tours in Kembong in the South West region.

They shot at a priest and teachers, justifying
their action by saying that they didn’t want
the school to operate in the region.

In Boyo, in the North West region, non-state
armed separatist fighters invaded
Government Bilingual High School,
Fundong on September 7, 2022, setting the
structures ablaze.

The following day, September 8, 2022, over
a dozen school children were kidnapped on
their way to school and taken to an unknown
destination by armed men

On February 16, 2019, the Catholic Church
was forced to shut down one of its largest
schools — the St Augustine Catholic College
Nso, after gunmen kidnapped as many as
170 students, along with some staff
members, although they were subsequently
released.

In the early hours of February 9, 2021,
suspected separatists set a section of the




Catholic school in Kungi village in Nkambe
— in the North West Region — ablaze and the

fire consumed an entire block of classrooms.

The separatist crisis started in 2016 when
lawyers in Cameroon’s English—speaking
regions, later joined by teachers, took to the
streets to protest what they considered was
the undue influence of French in Anglo-
Saxon schools and courts.

But what was initially a peaceful protest
turned violent when French-speaking
majority government forces took a hardline
position. The protests then took a more
political turn, with large sections of the
Anglophone Cameroonians highlighting
their decades of marginalization. The
political agitations gave birth to a separatist
fringe, who are now fighting to sever the
two Anglophone regions from the rest of the
country and to create a separate nation to be
called Ambazonia.

Nkea says he now believes lasting peace is

only possible if a new breed of
Cameroonians embraces peace at very
tender ages.

“That is why I ask all of you to be pro-peace
and to hand over a culture of peace to the
children whom you teach,” the archbishop
said.

Ngala Killian Chimtom

“You are transmitters of knowledge and
therefore transmitters of truth. You are not
going to give your own ideas or what you
think. You are going to transmit what is
true,” he added.

He also urged Catholic teachers to transmit
to the young minds “the doctrine of our
Church because our schools remain agents
of evangelization.”

“You are transmitters of the moral values of
the Church which are summarized in the 10
Commandments,” the archbishop said.

“Be teachers with dignity,” the archbishop
added, and urged them to inspire others to
hunger to be Catholic teachers.

“Let the poverty you have known only to
your pockets. The more you thank God for
what he has done, the more God multiplies
what you are. The value of what you do can
never ever be quantified or calculated in
monetary terms,” he said.

In comments to Crux, Nkea said education
remains “a fundamental right of every
child.”

“Education is the cornerstone of our nation’s
future. It is essential for the well-being and
prosperity of families. Therefore, it is crucial
that classes continue,” Nkea said.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2024/07/cameroon-archbishop-challenges-catholic-

teachers-to-work-for-peace
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The Ten Commandments in Post-Christian America

What sin hath Louisiana committed in
mandating the Ten Commandments be
displayed in every public school? According
to the plaintiff in the newly minted

suit Roake v. Brumley, Louisiana is harming
children by making them think about God.

The plaintiff stated, “The Ten
Commandments displays required under
state law will create an unwelcoming and
oppressive school environment for children,
like ours, who don’t believe in the state’s
official version of scripture. We believe that
no child should feel excluded in public
school because of their family’s faith
tradition.”

If looking at the Ten Commandments in
school is unwelcoming and oppressive, then
does seeing an adult or peer wearing a
crucifix, in school or on a team, cause a
nervous breakdown? What about the
presence of a church or house of worship?
Does the plaintiff live in a town without one
lest his children feel uncomfortable by its
presence in their neighborhood? Does he
choose routes to avoid driving past churches
whose open doors and “Welcome” signs
could be perceived as tools of coldhearted
oppression?

As pro-lifers learned this June while
challenging the abortion pill in FDA v.
Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine, plaintiffs
cannot file suit because they do not like a
law. They must first demonstrate they are
harmed by it. In Roake, the plaintiff
speculates that the Ten Commandments will
hurt his children’s feelings. No harm has
been done to date. No harm may even be
done at all. Yet harm is alleged.

Did Thomas Jefferson pine for a “wall of
separation” between Church and State

because he feared that too much religion
could hurt Americans’ feelings? No.
Jefferson expressed the opposite in his Notes
on the State of Virginia: “The legitimate
powers of government extend to such acts
only as are injurious to others. But it does
me no injury for my neighbour to say there
are twenty gods, or no god. It neither picks
my pocket nor breaks my leg.”

The Roake plaintiff has company. A New
York Times columnist laments that
politicians who invoke religion “typically
alienate people like me whose principles do
not stem from belief in a god.” Unlike
Jefferson, the columnist won’t live and let
live: politicians’ God-laden words, though
they echo the Declaration, apparently strike
a mortal blow to her ego.

Post-Christian America is pluralistic,

the Times columnist scolds, so “neither the
Bible nor Judeo-Christian values are
universal.” I’m not sure when unanimity
became a requirement for doing business in
America. If it is, then we can cancel politics,
education, sports, entertainment, food and
beverages, and medicine.

Public displays of the Ten Commandments
and of religion more broadly differ from
“Christian Nationalism,” which supposedly
seeks to impose Christian morality on
America (as was once the case, but |
digress). Public displays make statements in
favor of religion but do not — and cannot —
compel belief.

These statements are free exercises of
religion, whether they come from public
entities, schools, or private citizens.
Opponents, prioritizing emotion over reason,
wield the victim card in response. Seeing or
thinking about religion can make certain
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people feel bad — oppressed, alienated,
unwelcome — so Constitutional rights should
take a back seat to personal feelings. The
fragile psychological self, to use Carl
Trueman’s term, has issued a new
commandment: Thou shall not damage
anothers self-esteem nor upset his
worldview.

Leaving aside the often-disregarded feelings
of those who object to Pride Month or sex
education in public schools, perhaps we can
consider the contradiction inherent in
rejecting statements of religious belief, such
as posting the Ten Commandments, while
claiming to hold, as the Times columnist
writes, “that what many Americans value in
this country is its inclusion and protection of
everyone, regardless of their beliefs.”

Clearly, not all beliefs are considered equal
before the law, and certainly not before
public opinion.

When it comes to religious beliefs in post-

Christian America — especially supernatural
beliefs that comprise the first tablet of the
Ten Commandments — there is no means to
impose them. Is it really so terrible for a
nonbeliever to read, “I am the Lord your
God, you shall have no other gods besides

David G. Bonagura, Jr.

me,” or “Do not take the Lord’s name in
vain,” or “Keep holy the sabbath”? For a
nonbeliever, is this not meaningless talk?
Then why the hysteria and lawsuits over
some speech they think is a fantasy? How
can something that is not real be
unwelcoming and oppressive?

The a-religious Jefferson, not today’s anti-
religious zealots, provided a workable
standard for an authentic pluralism that does
not discriminate: if the religious belief does
not cause physical harm, it is no harm at all,
be it displayed in government schools or on
politicians’ posters. The old adage taught to
school children — now modified to satisfy
the plaintiff in Roake — strikes the right cord:
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but
religious beliefs will never hurt me.”

Of course, proper religious beliefs, as
Catholics well know, matter — but, in
defending the free exercise of religion, we
will take things one step at a time. The Ten
Commandments and religious beliefs can be
brought to the public square by anyone. Let
those without eyes to see and ears to hear
turn away and quit making much ado about
what — for them — is allegedly nothing.

https://www.thecatholicthing.ore/2024/07/20/the-ten-commandments-in-post-christian-america/
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18 States Back Indiana Teacher’s Religious Liberty Lawsuit in Transgender
Pronoun Dispute

A coalition of 18 state attorneys general is
throwing its support behind a lawsuit from a
former Indiana high school teacher who lost
his job because he would not use pronouns
for students that were inconsistent with their
sex.

The Republican coalition, co-led by Indiana
Attorney General Todd Rokita, filed an
amicus brief with the United States Court
of Appeals for the 7th Circuit on Wednesday
that asks the judges to rule that the teacher’s
religious liberty was violated.

An amicus brief, also known as a “friend of
the court” brief, is a document filed by
parties that have an interest in the outcome
of the litigation but are not parties in the
lawsuit.

Former music teacher John Kluge, who
taught orchestra at the Brownsburg
Community School Corporation just
northwest of Indianapolis, was given the
option of resigning or being fired from his
job over the pronoun dispute, according to
his lawsuit.

In 2017, the school district adopted a policy
that forces teachers to use pronouns and
names that reflect a student’s self-asserted
gender identity, even if they are inconsistent
with the student’s sex.

Kluge requested a religious accommodation
that would allow him to avoid using any
pronouns in reference to students, simply
calling them by their last names, so he could
avoid using pronouns that are inconsistent
with a student’s biological sex.

The school district initially granted Kluge —
a Christian — his requested accommodation
and he taught for another year, according to

the lawsuit. After receiving complaints from
a few students and teachers, the school
district revoked his accommodation,
according to the lawsuit, and then “forced
Mr. Kluge to resign or be fired.”

In the amicus brief, the attorneys general
wrote that the school district “squandered an
opportunity to showcase to students respect
for people with different religious beliefs
and practices” by forcing Kluge’s
resignation.

“Discriminating against teachers with
religious convictions raises serious concerns
as to the values taught to students and
whether students are truly free to discover,
learn, and grow in their own thought
processes and beliefs,” the attorneys general
added. “Schools should strive to teach
respect for all religions instead of uniformity
of thought.”

In a statement, Rokita said that Kluge’s
compromise to avoid pronoun use altogether
would allow him “to treat everyone equally
and respectfully while also staying faithful
to his own religious convictions.”

“Kicking this teacher to the curb sends
students the wrong messages about
America’s heritage of respecting religion,”
Rokita added. “And, at a time when teachers
are in short supply, this kind of intolerance
of faith among faculty members is sure to
push additional good teachers out of the
classroom.”

Rory Gray, who serves as senior counsel for
Alliance Defending Freedom — the legal
group representing Kluge — told CNA that
“public schools can’t force teachers to
abandon their religious beliefs.”
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“Mr. Kluge went out of his way to treat all
his students with respect and care,” Gray
said. “Yet the Brownsburg school district
violated Title VII by censoring and
punishing him for his religious beliefs. The
7th Circuit should ... protect the religious
convictions of employees, especially for
teachers in our public schools.”

A spokesperson for the school district did
not respond to a request for comment from
CNA.

The school district has argued that the
requested accommodation provides the
district with an “undue burden” that
jeopardizes the enforcement of its policies.

Tyler Arnold

The district has also argued that refusing to
use a student’s preferred pronoun and name
could violate Title IX’s prohibition on sex
discrimination — a question that is
currently before several courts.

In 2021, a Virginia teacher was fired after he
criticized a proposed Loudoun County
Public School Board policy that would
require teachers to use a student’s preferred
pronoun and name. The school board
ultimately adopted the policy but reached a
settlement with physical education teacher
Byron “Tanner” Cross that gave him his job
back.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258372/18-states-back-indiana-teacher-s-religious-

liberty-lawsuit-in-transgender-pronoun-dispute
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Film On the Life And Impact Of Blessed Carlo Acutis Set For 2025 Release

Tim Moriarty, founder and executive
director of Castletown Media and the film’s
director, says this is the perfect film to
follow on the heels of Castletown’s recent
release Jesus Thirsts, about the Eucharist.

Following the news that Blessed Carlo
Acutis will be canonized next

year, Castletown Media has some exciting
news. A new film, titled Roadmap to
Reality: Carlo Acutis and Qur Digital

Age and set to be released in the spring of
2025, explores the life of Carlo as it aims to
not only inspire but to offer hope that his life
will resonate with young people.

As the first Millennial to be canonized a
saint, Carlo Acutis—though he lived only 15
years—made a profound impact on his
community and now the world. Soon
viewers will come to know this amazing
young man as they see him through the eyes
of his mother, his father, and the friends who
knew him best.

According to a Castletown press release, the
film “blends live-action, animation, and
documentary-style interviews with Carlo’s
family, friends, scholars, and tech experts.”
In addition, it “tackles urgent contemporary
questions, examining how the rise of
artificial intelligence and the virtual
landscape challenge our fundamental
understanding of what it means to be
human.”

I spoke with Tim Moriarty, founder and
executive director of Castletown Media and
the film’s director, who explains that this is
the perfect film to follow on the heels of
Castletown’s most recent release, Jesus
Thirsts, a film about the Eucharist. Jesus
Thirsts has taken the world by storm and is

now the number one grossing documentary
of 2024.

Castletown’s new film entitled Roadmap to
Reality: Carlo Acutis and Our Digital

Age will likely also have a profound impact
on viewers.

Carlo Acutis was a young Italian boy who,
from an early age, felt a deep devotion to
Christ, especially Christ in the Eucharist,
as he understood that the Eucharist was his
“highway to heaven.” A genius at computer
programming, Carlo created a website
cataloguing the Church’s Eucharistic
miracles.

In many ways, Carlo was considered an
ordinary boy. He had friends, played soccer,
went to school, and loved video games. But
his piety, his temperance, his devotion to
Christ, and his love for his fellow human
being made him extraordinary. Whether he
was teaching his friends and classmates
about God, giving his own food to the
homeless, instructing young children in the
faith, sitting quietly in Adoration, attending
daily Mass, or helping nuns with computer
problems, Carlo lived his life for God and
glorified Him in everything he did.

And that, according to Moriarty, is one of
the main themes of the film—that
everything we do should point to God—that
it is “God not I.” He observed that our
culture has become one where people are
mostly concerned about themselves. We
hold in high regard social media influencers,
we post on social media mostly selfies and
images of what we are doing, and we spend
hours every day on our devices.

But Moriarty asked, “Where is God in all of
this?” He explained that Carlo serves as a
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beautiful example of putting God first
because his focus was always on God.

If we want to attain the happiness that Carlo
felt and shined to those around him, and if
we too want to become saints, we must
change our focus. We have to put God first
in our lives, for as Moriarty said,
“Happiness, real happiness, a life with joy is
when one lives for God. It’s the antidote to
the me culture.”

This is a crucial lesson for our times,
especially as the increasing use of
technology and social media has led to not
only a disconnect between people but to an
increase in mental health conditions. As
Moriarty pointed out, among those
considered part of Generation Z (young
people who are now between the ages of 12
and 27), screen time increased exponentially
after COVID and is now over seven hours a
day. Further, over 40% of Gen Z has a
diagnosed mental health condition,
including depression and anxiety. It is no
secret that there is a correlation between
too much screen time and mental health
issues.

The film examines the way in which
technology moves us away from the body
and into the virtual realm and explores how
electronic communication moves us toward
a discarnate way of being. Increased
interactions, or solely interacting, in this
virtual world damage both our spiritual and
psychological lives.

As Moriarty explained, technology can be a
powerful means of evangelization, but when
used without moderation, it can take over

Susan Ciancio

and cause us to live lives detached from
others and from reality.

The film attempts to offer Carlo’s example
of temperance as an antidote to the troubles
that young people today face. And it offers
an alternative mindset for how we should
live and build a culture of life. Moriarty
explained that his hope is to show people of
all ages, especially the young, that this
increased and intense focus we have on
technology leads to missing out on a full
experience of life, and even more dire, it
leads to separation from reality and from
God—the ultimate reality.

Moriarty shared that one of the most
exciting elements of the film is that it
follows a group of high school students from
North Dakota who embarked on a two-week
pilgrimage to Italy and visited Carlo’s tomb.
Every member of this group left their
phones at home during their journey.
Depicting these youth, Moriarty said, is a
way to show young people that they are not
beholden to their phones and that life can
only be truly lived when they create holy
and fulfilling friendships with others and
work to glorify God in everything they do.

Carlo Acutis was an extraordinary young
man who left a profound legacy of love and
devotion to others and to God. His mother
once said that he was her “little savior”
because he helped her return to the

faith. Roadmap to Reality: Carlo Acutis and
Our Digital Age explores how Carlo’s
example can transform our lives as well, as
it will not only inspire us to live holier lives,
putting God first, but will help us focus on
the reality that is our Lord Jesus Christ.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/07/15/blessed-carlo-acutis-film-set-for-2025-

release/#:~:text=A%20new%201{1lm%2C%?20titled%20R oadmap,will%20resonate%20with%20y

oung%?20people.
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A New Wave in Catholic Education

A growing new wave in Catholic post-high-
school education demonstrates a changing
view of its purpose. Six new schools in
particular reflect this change.

People are losing their admiration for
higher education. A degree from Harvard or
Princeton doesn’t mean much anymore, as
the Ivy League falls into the slumber of
woke-ism. College graduates are less and
less learned and deeper in debt than ever
before. Why bother spending (or borrowing)
the money and time to go to college if one
leaves uneducated, unemployable, and
impecunious?

There is no longer a consensus about what
one even goes to college for. Many believe
it’s to study subjects and earn a degree that
will help them get a job. For some, it’s
simply an extension of adolescence. A rite of
passage, it’s mainly about the experience
(images from the movie Animal House come
to mind). These are somewhat recent
developments in the idea of higher
education. For centuries, the traditional
classical liberal arts education has been
valued because it enables one to enter into
the “Great Conversation” with the greatest
minds who have gone before. The purpose is
to liberate the mind to embrace truth by
opening it to the wisdom of the ages, handed
to us in the form of the great works of
culture. It makes one more fully human.

This is not, however, what most people
experience when they enroll in their local or
state college, a big-name university, or even
the Ivy League. Majors have proliferated to
the point of such specificity that, after four
years, college graduates may know a good
deal about one esoteric field, with precious
little (if any) wisdom tossed in—at best. At
worst, they have swallowed an enormous

quantity of propaganda and rejected the
intellectual heritage of the past. Universities
are considered “good” when they turn out
identical, androgynous careerists, ready to
step into the glamorous world of worker
bees making the elite producers who employ
them wealthy.

The good news about this bad news is that
problems usually bring out solutions from
creative minds. There’s a growing trend of
dismissing the worth of spending four years
at an increasingly expensive university to
earn a degree in a meaningless major. It
hardly seems worth the cost in time and
money. Many more people are embracing
jobs and businesses that are both necessary
in every society and do not require college.
What we often call trades are looking more
attractive to young adults, as are artisan
crafts. Entrepreneurism is very accessible in
the age of the internet.

The voices of people like Mike Rowe have
been advocating for the value of hard work
in jobs that keep our society going. Is there
really a need for so many lawyers,
financiers, managers? Not as much as there
is for carpenters, electricians, mechanics,
farmers—those many jobs that keep us fed,
sheltered, and comfortable. Not to mention
the vacuum of an ability to reason deeply in
our college “educated” young adults.

Many young people are expressing the
desire to get started with the most important
work there is: raising a family. Young
Catholic men are considering more often
what work they can do that will support their
future family sooner. Young Catholic
women, even when highly educated and
skilled, are feeling free to follow the desire
in their heart to become a mother of a
family. Debilitating debt is the last thing a
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young Catholic family needs in order to
flourish.

The shift in thought among younger
Catholics—and their parents—has been
accompanied by a growing new wave in
post-high-school education developing.
There are currently at least six new
institutions of higher learning that seek to
meet the newly expressed needs of these
young people. You may know of others; I
discovered two of them while writing this
short essay! Five explicitly teach trades
along with humanities, one offers a two-year
degree in the Classical Liberal Arts.

Reading their websites is inspiring and
exciting. They hold echoes of St.

Benedict’s Ora et Labora and John Senior’s
sense of wonder.

The College of St. Joseph the Worker, in
Steubenville, Ohio, aims to train students in
the trades of carpentry, electronics, HVAC,
and plumbing while they earn a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Catholic Studies. The tagline
on their website is, “We teach our students
to think, but also to pray, to love, and to
build.” Sounds like a perfect Catholic
husband school! Just reading their website is
an inspiring education, reminiscent of
Christopher Dawson’s thoughts on the
integrated humanities. Their trade portion of
the program integrates paid apprenticeships
that enable graduates to, upon completion of
their degree, already have the knowledge,
experience, and income to enter the market
without the burden of debt.

Harmel Academy of the Trades, in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, offers a program for
aspiring tradesmen in Machine and Systems
Technology. The program involves four
semesters integrating work, spiritual, and
intellectual life. They also offer a “gap year”
track for undecided aspirants who will be
introduced to the fundamentals of skilled
work and spiritual maturity. Harmel is not a

college but provides training as tradesmen
(yes, it’s for men only), while building
character and educating the mind through a
four-semester cycle of courses in the
humanities, connecting their work to human
flourishing and the universal call to holiness.
Their website proclaims, “It is time to
unlock the power and beauty of Catholic
Social Teaching about work—and to make it
accessible to the person who needs it the
most: the tradesman.”

Kateri College of the Liberal and
Practical Arts, in Gallup, New Mexico, will
not be opening their doors for another year,
but their website will whet your appetite
with images of the beautiful Southwest that
give the impression the founders have had a
brush with John Senior and the importance
of cultivating a sense of wonder. They offer
a four-year Liberal Arts degree combined
with training in carpentry and construction
in a Catholic “faith environment that sets the
worship of God at the center of our college
community.”

Santiago Trade School, in Orange County,
California, trains men in fine construction
skills as well as liberal arts, but it does not
confer any degrees. Very little I could write
would compare with these words from their
website: “Our goal at Santiago is not to
amass earthly riches, though our graduates
will do that, nor is it to have fraternal fun,
even as we will enjoy that. Santiago Trade
School has the unique mission of building
upon the foundations of work, study, and
friendship to produce excellent Christian
tradesmen. An excellent tradesman is
marked by his experience at work, his
wisdom in problem solving on the job, and
his daily diligence to produce good works
for Christ. Santiago men understand that
Christian work is a sacrificial offering to
Our Lord, and that only work well done is
worth offering to Him.”
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American College of the Building Arts, in
Charleston, South Carolina, was established
in 2009 in response to the recognition of a
lack of people skilled in restoration arts.
While it is not Catholic and not brand new, it
is worth mentioning as a college filling a
need for disappearing building
craftsmanship necessary for preservation of
traditional buildings. They confer two-year
and four-year degrees that combine the
liberal arts with fine craftsmanship training.
This education reflects the importance of
goodness, truth, and beauty intellectually,
historically, and in the physical society we
build around us.

Rosary College, in Greenville, South
Carolina, while not a trade school, offers
another sensible new approach to a liberal
arts education in the Catholic tradition. It is
a non-residential college offering an
Associate of Catholic Studies in Integrated
Humanities with both in-person and online
courses. Tuition is quite affordable and
classes are held in the evenings, so students
can pursue work training during the day
while they receive a high-quality Catholic

Susannah Pearce

liberal arts education in two years. With this
under their belt, they may go into practical
fields or transfer their credits to continue at a
four-year college.

Rosary College also offers dual credit for
high school juniors and seniors who take
their courses as well as making classes
available to audit at a lower rate. Being non-
residential and having no physical campus
(classes are held in rented space) keeps the
student costs down. Making a liberal arts
education faithful, rigorous, and affordable
is their goal.

I suspect that the birth of these schools is
just the beginning of a new trend in Catholic
education and, as a result, a culture of
citizens who value work and the beautiful
products of their work. If you know
someone who may be considering college,
urge them to broaden their scope beyond
deep debt for an Animal House experience
and introduce them to these six institutions
that offer fruitful and affordable models of
meaningful higher education. They will
thank you!

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/a-new-wave-in-catholic-education
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Exposing the False Narrative of Fake History

One of the most egregious examples of the
dissemination of the false narrative of fake
history is the bias and inaccuracy of the
“official” history of England since the time
of the Reformation.

We live in an age when fake news is
rampant. Yet fake news is nothing new. It’s
been around for centuries. False narratives
about what is happening now and what has
happened in the past are always with us.
They are a curse which prevents us from
understanding where we’ve come from,
where we are, and where we’re going.

It is, therefore, very important that we learn
to discriminate in the true understanding of
that word. To discriminate is to make the
necessary distinction between things. In the
case of that which is fake or that which is
real, of that which is false from that which is
true, this discrimination, this ability to
distinguish, is vital and necessary.

One of the most egregious examples of the
dissemination of the false narrative of fake
history is the bias and inaccuracy of the
“official” history of England since the time
of the Reformation. This false narrative is
what Hilaire Belloc called the “enormous
mountain of ignorant wickedness” that
constituted “tom-fool Protestant history.”
Belloc sought to expose this bias in many of
his own works. He wrote two panoramic
overviews of the period of the English
Reformation and its aftermath, How the
Reformation Happened and Characters of
the Reformation, as well as writing
biographies of the key figures of those
traumatic times, including Cardinal Wolsey,
Thomas Cranmer, Charles I, Oliver
Cromwell, John Milton, and James II.

Although Hilaire Belloc continues to be
overshadowed, somewhat unjustly, by his
great friend G.K. Chesterton, he is
sufficiently well-known to preclude his
inclusion as one of the unsung heroes of
Christendom. His praises are still being sung
by many, which includes the present author
who wrote a biography of him, if not by as
many as his genius and importance deserve.
It is, therefore, to two earlier historians who
blazed a truth-seeking trail a century earlier
to whom we will now turn our attention.

Fr. John Lingard would write a multi-
volume work exposing the prejudiced
perspective of the officially accepted
narrative of English history. Ironically,
however, he would be almost killed long
before he wrote anything, when, as a young
man, he was caught up in the vortex of
French history. He had been a seminarian at
Douai in northern France at the time of the
French Revolution and had witnessed a
French acquaintance being dragged by the
mob, presumably to his death. When he
sought to intervene, a cry went up from the
mob of “le calotin a la lanterne!” (the priest
to the lamppost), which was the
revolutionary cry calling for priests to be
lynched. Faced with the anger of the mob,
the young seminarian took to his heels and
ran for his very life.

Returning to England, Lingard was ordained
to the priesthood in 1795. In 1819, the first
three volumes of his multi-volume History
of England were published, a monumental
work which built upon the foundations that
had been laid by the groundbreaking
scholarship of Bishop Challoner, another
unsung hero of Christendom, around 75
years earlier. A fourth volume was published
in 1823 with further volumes published
subsequently.




Having read the first four volumes, the
English radical agrarian William Cobbett
began his own very popular History of the
Protestant Reformation in 1824, using
Lingard’s work as his principal source.
Although Cobbett was deeply indebted to
Lingard, a debt he readily acknowledged,
the two men had very little in common.
Lingard was a Catholic priest who lived an
outwardly uneventful life of quiet and
diligent scholarship; Cobbett was a firebrand
political radical and globetrotting
adventurer, including a controversial time in
the post-Revolutionary United States, who
rejoiced in polemic.

Although Cobbett was not a Catholic, his
eyes were opened by Lingard’s work to the
injustice of Henry VIII’s annexation of the
Church in England and the subsequent
persecution of England’s Catholics which
followed in its aftermath. His own history of
the period was full of the vigorous and
vituperative invective which made his
writing so popular. Whereas Lingard’s work
was read by a handful of scholars, Cobbett’s
became a national bestseller. It was,
therefore, Cobbett’s passionate political
“spin” on Lingard’s painstaking scholarship
which exposed to a wider public the fake
history which had been sold to the British
people by the bias of the previous century’s
Whig historians.

One example of Cobbett’s strident rhetoric
will suffice to illustrate the impact his fiery
polemic would have had on his
contemporaries:

If, however, we still insist that the Pope's
supremacy and its accompanying
circumstances produced ignorance,
superstition and slavery, let us act the part
of sincere, consistent and honest men. Let us
knock down, or blow up, the cathedrals and
colleges and old churches: let us sweep
away the three courts, the twelve judges, the
circuits and the jury boxes, let us demolish

all that we inherit from those whose religion
we denounce, and whose memory we affect
to heartily despise; let us demolish all this,
and we shall have left—all our own—the
capacious jails and penitentiaries, the stock-
exchange, the hot, ankle and knee-swelling
and lung-destroying cotton-factories, the
whiskered standing army and its splendid
barracks...; the poor-rates and the pauper-
houses; and, by no means forgetting that
blessing which is peculiarly and doubly and
“gloriously” Protestant,—the National
Debt. Ah! people of England, how you have
been deceived!

William Cobbett’s populism and popularity
gave Lingard’s scholarship the reach and
readership it would otherwise have lacked,
making it much more widely known and the
Catholic view of English history much more
widely accepted. It helped indeed that
Cobbett was not a Catholic himself and
could therefore claim impartiality with
respect to the religious question, denouncing
the Reformers as avaricious plutocrats
irrespective of the creed they theoretically
espoused.

The huge success of

Cobbett’s History helped to pave the way for
Catholic Emancipation in 1829 and would
also prove to have a significant influence on
some of the major political and cultural
movements of the following century,
including the Gothic Revival, led by
Augustus Pugin, a convert to Catholicism;
the Young England movement, led by
Benjamin Disraeli; the “back-to-the-land”
wing of the Chartists, led by Feargus
O’Connor; the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood,
led by John Ruskin and William Morris; and
the Distributist movement, led by Chesterton
and Belloc. Each of these political and
cultural movements had their roots, at least
in part, consciously or otherwise, in
Cobbett’s revisionist revelations of the false
narrative of “Tom-fool Protestant history.”
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We began with Belloc, whose seminal
history of England, The Servile State, was
influenced by both Lingard and Cobbett; we
will end with Belloc’s great friend, G.K.
Chesterton, who wrote a biography of
William Cobbett in which he sang the
praises of this unsung hero of Christendom
as we are doing here. Writing of Cobbett’s
expos¢ of the Tudor pillage and the
Protestant Reformation which was its
consequence, Chesterton praised Cobbett for
exposing a historical crime which Protestant
historians had sought to hide from future
generations:

He was simply a man who had discovered a
crime. ancient like many crimes; concealed

Joseph Pearce

like all crimes. He was as one who had
found in a dark wood the bones of his
mother, and suddenly knew she had been
murdered. He knew now that England had
been secretly slain. Some, he would say,
might think it a matter of regret to be
expressed in murmurs. But when he found a
corpse he gave a shout, and if fools laughed
at anyone shouting, he would shout the
more, till the world should be shaken with
that terrible cry in the night.

1t is that ringing and arresting cry of
“Murder!” wrung from him as he stumbled
over the bones of the dead England, that
distinguishes him from all his
contemporaries.

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/exposing-the-false-narrative-of-fake-history
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Catholic Sprouts Kids Raise Funds for Nun’s Uganda Orphanage

“It was our goal to not just learn about the Works of Mercy, but to do them,” said Nancy Bandzuch of
Catholic Sprouts. The kids pulled it off!

Nancy Bandzuch of the always delightful
kids’ ministry Catholic Sprouts was putting
together a virtual Vacation Bible School
program this summer and wanted a way for
the kids to put their faith into action and
practice the works of mercy. The kids ended
up surprising her with their eagerness to
help.

“It was our goal to not just learn about the
Works of Mercy, but to do them,” she said.

Instead of just learning, singing, and
crafting, the VBS attendees banded together
to raise money for an orphanage in Uganda.
“We all are called to shelter the homeless,
feed the hungry, and pray for the living and
dead—even children.”

Friends of Bandzuch’s had traveled to
Uganda for years to help support Sr.
Salome’s orphanage there, and they
connected the two women.

“The Catholic Sprouts Community for

Kids, The Clubhouse, was looking for a
charity to partner with that focused on kids,”
she said in an interview with Aleteia. “We
felt called to help Sr. Salome complete
construction of the orphanage in Uganda.”

(To see more images of Sr. Salome and the
building of the Our Lady of Fatima
Orphanage in Buloba, Uganda, view the
PHOTO GALLERY at the end of this
article.)

The kids' amazing response

The children in the Clubhouse community
rose to the occasion in an inspiring way.
“They responded with so much love! Lots of
kids donated their lemonade stand money, or

money they had received for birthdays,”
Bandzuch said.

To encourage the kids, Catholic Sprouts
offered to match any amount given, up to
$10,000. “They blew that number out of the
water!” she said.

In total, the Clubhouse raised over $18,000,
so with the matching donation Catholic
Sprouts donated over $28,000.

“I was so moved at how the kids responded.
They want to help. They want to give!” she
said. “Many of them want to do more to help
the children in Uganda and I can see a
missionary spirit rising in them!”

This amount isn’t quite enough to finish
building the orphanage, and about $12,000
is needed for the project to be complete, but
the love and generosity of these kids made a
big difference.

Who is Sr. Salome?

Sr. Salome Nambi, of the Sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, didn’t set out to
open an orphanage. She was working as

an educator at a school in Uganda when she
was faced with an unexpected crisis in 2013.
The parents of a local family with six young
children both passed away.

Their neighbors and friends of the local
village begged Sr. Salome to give them a
home. The oldest child was 9 and the
youngest was just 4 months old, and Sr.
Salome couldn’t turn them away.

“She housed the young family in a small
room at her school,” Bandzuch said. Those
six children were the beginning, but their
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numbers quickly grew as the HIV/AIDS
crisis continued to devastate Africa.

Currently, 25 kids aged 1 year to 18 years
live in Our Lady of Fatima Orphanage, a
small house in Buloba, Uganda, that Sr.
Salome rents and pays for through her salary
and small donations. She expects to have 40
kids by 2025.

“These children have no running water, very
little food, and their prized possession is
often a homemade ball of banana leaves,”
Bandzuch explained.

Theresa Civantos Barber

More to build

Through generous donations, Sr. Salome’s
order, the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, was able to build the main part of the
orphanage, but they need to add a second
story so they can care for more children.
This was the focus of Catholic Sprouts’
fundraising.

You can donate here to help Sr. Salome
provide a home for these children. If you
have children, involving them in donating is
a great way to learn about the works of
mercy, just as the kids in the Catholic
Sprouts’ Clubhouse learned this summer.

https://aleteia.ore/2024/07/12/catholic-sprouts-kids-raise-funds-for-nuns-uganda-orphanage
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3 Books to Read If You Want to Understand Yourself

Who am I? There are few questions as fundamental or important. Here are three books that can help each
of us start to answer that most human of questions.

Who am [? Who are we? There can be few
more basic and more important questions to
ask and answer than these. The problem is
that the question is much easier to ask than
to answer. “Know thyself,” the ancient
Greek philosophers commanded. But it’s
easier said than done. “The self is more
distant than any star,” says Chesterton,
adding that we’ll know all the secrets of the
cosmos before we know ourselves.

Although we can’t know and understand
ourselves fully or perfectly in the way that
God knows us, we can know and understand
ourselves better.

The first step is to answer the question who
am [I? with the answer, / am a person. Then
we answer the question what is a

person? with the answer, Christ is a Person.
Christ is the perfect person, the perfect
human being. The True Person. The more
we become like Christ the more fully human
we become, the more fully ourselves, the
truer to ourselves. (Sin is, after all, a lie. It is
self-deception.)

Since knowing Christ is to know

ourselves, it is clear that reading Holy
Scripture, and especially the Gospel, is
necessary if we want to understand
ourselves. In addition, there are three classic
works that will also help us better
understand ourselves.

1 THE CONFESSIONS

St. Augustine’s Confessions speaks to our
age, as it spoke to Augustine’s own age,
because it speaks to all ages. It speaks of
those truths which are truly essential to our
understanding of ourselves, of each other,

and of our place in the cosmos. Augustine is
sublimely accessible and perennially
applicable because he is one of us. He
suffers from the same temptations and
succumbs to those temptations. He falls and
does not always get up again, preferring to
wallow in the gutter with his lusts and his
illicit appetites. And yet, like us, he is
restless until he rests in the truth, which can
only be found in Christ and the Church He
founded.

Unlike other great philosophers, Augustine
doesn’t seek in The Confessions to show us
the truth purely objectively, by setting out
the abstract concepts and proving his point
with dispassionate and logical reasoning. He
shows us the truth through personal
engagement with it and by the consequences
of his failure to engage with it. And yet, in
describing himself, he is simultaneously
describing us also. He and we are one. We
share the same humanity with all that it
entails. In seeing Augustine and his
struggles, we see ourselves and our own
struggles, and the struggles of each other.

2 THE DIVINE COMEDY

Dante’s Divine Comedy (consisting

of Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise) is similar
in many ways to Augustine’s Confessions.
Although it’s a poem and ostensibly a work
of fiction, it is autobiographical and, at the
same time, it holds up a mirror to show us
ourselves. Dante, the character in the story,
is both a figure of Dante himself but also an
Everyman who represents each one of us.
He begins lost in a dark wood of sin, unable
to break his addiction to the seven deadly
sins and unable, therefore, to escape from
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the darkness of the wood and to see the light
of the sun.

3 THE IMITATION OF CHRIST

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis is probably the bestselling
Christian work of all time except for the
Bible itself. The reason for this is obvious. It
is a practical handbook of how to understand
ourselves through closer union with Christ.
It shows us that we come to know ourselves

Joseph Pearce

better as we come to know Christ better,
especially in uniting ourselves with the
Eucharist in communion and prayer. We
know ourselves in knowing Him in His Real
Presence in the Blessed Sacrament.

These three Christian classics show us that
we understand ourselves best by growing
into the fullness of who we are by striving to
become whom we are meant to be.

https://aleteia.org/2024/07/10/3-books-to-read-if-you-want-to-understand-yourself
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Colorado Parishes To Appeal Ruling in Dispute Over Universal Preschool
Program

Two Catholic parishes in Colorado are
appealing a June federal court ruling that
granted them access to a state preschool
program, arguing that though the court ruled
in their favor in the matter, it did not extend
them sufficient protections of religious
liberty.

The U.S. District Court for the District of
Colorado ruled on June 4 that the
preschools at St. Mary Catholic Parish in
Littleton and St. Bernadette Catholic Parish
in Lakewood can be included in the state’s
universal preschool (UPK) program even
though they prioritize the admission of
Catholic families.

The court found that the state had
discriminated against the Catholic parishes
by “creat[ing] an unworkable scheme that
breaches the appropriate limits on state
power,” according to the judge’s opinion.

Though part of the ruling was in their favor,
the preschools are still unable to participate
in the program and uphold their religious
beliefs, according to a statement from
Becket, the nonprofit religious liberty law
firm that is arguing on behalf of the
parishes.

Ryan Colby, a spokesman for Becket, told
CNA on Wednesday that “the court ruled
that Catholic preschools in the Archdiocese
of Denver can consider religious affiliation
in their student admission and operations
decisions.”

“However, the judge upheld the part of the
UPK requirements that say the preschools
can’t abide by and uphold their beliefs about
sexual orientation and gender identity,” he
said.

Nick Reaves, counsel for the case with
Becket, explained that they are appealing the
decision because the schools still cannot
participate in the program while following
their religious convictions.

“While the district court correctly
recognized that the state has no right to
prevent Catholic schools from considering
religious affiliation in their enrollment
decisions, the court still did not permit them
to participate in the UPK program while
operating consistently with their Catholic
mission,” Reaves said in the statement.

In archdiocesan guidance, for instance,
schools are directed “not to enroll” students
if there is, in part, “a conflict between what
the school teaches and what same-sex
parents are teaching their child regarding
human sexuality.”

In its June ruling, in contrast, the federal
court ordered that equal-opportunity law
“demands that participating preschools
‘provide eligible children an equal
opportunity to enroll and receive preschool
services regardless of ... religious
affiliation, sexual orientation, [or] gender
identity ..., as such characteristics and
circumstances apply to the child or the
child’s family.”

Becket noted last month that “any appeal
from this decision would be to the Denver-
based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th
Circuit.

“We look forward to vindicating our clients’
rights on appeal,” Reaves said on
Wednesday.
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Kate Quinones
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Bishop Zaidan Condemns Any Targeting of Civilians at Holy Family School in

Bishop A. Elias Zaidan, chairman of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committee on International Justice and
Peace, offered support Wednesday for a
Catholic school in Gaza after an alleged
Israeli raid over the weekend and reported
civilian casualties.

“The [Holy] Family School has been a place
of refuge for hundreds of civilians, and I
join the Latin Patriarchate in condemning
any targeting of civilians in the [Holy]
Family School in Gaza,” Zaidan said in a
July 10 statement.

“I urge in strongest terms that civilians
remain outside the sphere of combat, while
also praying for peace and an immediate end
to hostilities.”

Zaidan leads the Maronite Eparchy of Our
Lady of Lebanon, encompassing a large
portion of the western United States from
California to Ohio.

On Sunday the Latin Patriarchate of
Jerusalem sharply condemned reports of the
Israeli raid. Images circulated on social
media on Sunday and Monday showing the
destruction wrought at the facility. The
school, attached to the only Catholic church
in Gaza, is located in the Remal
neighborhood of Gaza City, an area that
sustained heavy damage at the outset of the
Israel-Hamas war in October 2023.

The patriarchate said in a Sunday press
release that it was “monitoring, with grave

Jonah McKeown

concern, the news of the raids, apparently
launched by the Israeli army” against the
Holy Family School. Gazan authorities later
said four civilians were killed in the attack;
Israel’s military said the school complex was
used as a militant hideout and housed “a
Hamas weapons manufacturing facility.”

Hamas said that Ehab al-Ghussein, Gaza’s
deputy minister of labor, was among the
four people killed in the airstrike,

CNN reported.

While not commenting on whether Hamas
militants were present at the school, the
Latin Patriarchate said Holy Family School
“has, since the beginning of the war, been a
place of refuge for hundreds of civilians.”

“We continue to pray for the Lord’s mercy
and hope that the parties will reach an
agreement that would put an immediate end
to the horrifying bloodbath and
humanitarian catastrophe in the region.”

Holy Family Parish in Gaza was the site of a
similar reported conflict late last year when
in December it was alleged that an Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) sniper shot and killed
two women within the parish compound.

IDF denied the allegations several times,

while Pope Francis sharply criticized the

reports after they became known, arguing
that at the Catholic parish, there were “no
terrorists, but families, children, sick and

disabled people, nuns.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/07/10/bishop-zaidan-condemns-any-targeting-of-

civilians-at-holy-family-school-in-gaza/
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Supreme Court to Weigh in On Regulating Puberty Blockers, Hormone
Therapy

In early 2025, the Court will hear an appeal
of a case from the Sixth Circuit upholding a
law from Tennessee banning the use of
puberty blockers and hormone therapy for
minors.

Recent litigation suggests that a return to
sanity may be in the offing over puberty
blockers and hormone therapy for minors
wanting “gender-affirming care” as they
seek to transition.

On June 24, 2024, shortly after South
Carolina became the twenty-fifth state to
restrict or ban gender-affirming care for
minors, the Supreme Court entered the fray,
even as at least fourteen states adopted
laws permitting such practices. The Justices
will hear an appeal of a case from the Sixth
Circuit upholding a law from Tennessee
banning the use of puberty blockers and
hormone therapy for minors.

Four days after that Sixth Circuit decision,
the Supreme Court of Texas rejected a
challenge to a state law limiting these
therapies.

Supreme Court to review

In a consolidated appeal, including a
dispute over a similar statute from
Kentucky on which it did not act directly,
the Supreme Court agreed to review the
Sixth Circuit’s order in L. W. .

Skrmetti leaving the Tennessee law in place.
The laws in both states banned the use of
puberty blockers and hormone therapy by
minors.

Skrmetti was filed on behalf of a sixteen-
year-old “transgender” girl who received
puberty blockers and estrogen therapy; a
thirteen-year-old “transgender” boy who

took puberty blockers; and a sixteen-year-
old “transgender” boy who received puberty
blockers plus testosterone therapy.

A divided court, in a two-to-one judgment,
ruled the law could take effect. The court
acknowledged that states have a long-
standing interest in regulating medical
treatments consistent with the due process
clause. Accordingly, recognizing that
puberty blockers and hormone therapy are
novel medical developments whose
treatment is best left to the judgment of
legislatures, the court refused to block the
statute’s enforcement.

Opponents of both laws, including the
administration of President Biden,

which continues to ignore Church
teachings regarding transgenderism,
challenged the statutes. Critics claimed the
laws violated the equal protection clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment by infringing
on parents’ rights to make medical
decisions for their minor children.

The Court will likely hear oral arguments
during its 2024-2025 Term, with a judgment
due late in spring or early summer 2025, in
what promises to have significant
ramifications.

Developments in Texas

Four days later, on June 28, the Supreme
Court of Texas rebuffed a challenge filed by
“parents of children with gender dysphoria,
together with physicians and groups that
would be affected by the law.”

In an eight-to-one ruling in Texas v. Loe, the
court refused to enjoin Senate Bill 14’s bans
on specified medical treatments for children
if administered “[f]or the purpose of
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transitioning a child’s biological sex” or
“affirming the child’s perception of the
child’s sex if that perception is inconsistent
with the child’s biological sex.”

Among the procedures Senate Bill 14 bans
are surgery to sterilize children and to
remove otherwise healthy or non-diseased
body parts or tissues.

Further, the law prohibits health care
professionals from providing, prescribing,
administering, or dispensing specified drugs
to induce transient or permanent infertility,
including puberty suppression or blocking
prescription drugs to stop or delay normal
puberty.

The court reasoned that the “[l]egislature
made a permissible, rational policy

choice to limit the types of available
medical procedures for children, particularly
in light of the relative nascency of both
gender dysphoria and its various modes of
treatment and the Legislature’s express
constitutional authority to regulate the
practice of medicine.”

Some considerations

Before reflecting on recent judicial
developments, it is worth noting a study
from the Netherlands about being
“transgender”. The report demonstrated that
most young people experiencing gender
dysphoria who express desires to transition
their sexes not only experience personal
unhappiness, in the form of poor self-
concept, but also outgrow these feelings.

The study also reported that seventy-eight
percent of people never experienced
feelings of gender dysphoria. In light of such
evidence, it is unclear why parents, with the
support of medical professionals (who can
earn large fees for surgery and other
treatments in what has rapidly become

a multibillion dollar industry) are in such a
rush to enable minors who cannot vote,

purchase alcohol or cigarettes, and likely
lack full understandings of what they are
going through or will experience, among
other limitations, to engage in such
significant life-altering medical treatments.

Even more troubling, but in line with the
Biden administration’s ideological
perspective, is the treatment of medical
professionals who disagree with the radical
pro-transgender agenda amid recent reports
it has actively attempted to remove age
limits for transition surgeries.

In the first of two related developments,

the Department of Justice filed four felony
charges against a Dr. Ethan Haim. Haim
faces ten-years in prison for exposing Texas
Children’s Hospital based on his claims

that at least three physicians continued to
perform transitioning procedures on minors
despite claiming otherwise.

Meanwhile, two FBI agents visited the home
of Vanessa Sivadge, a registered nurse at
the same hospital who claimed that staff
engaged in Medicaid fraud in subjecting
children to illicit transgender procedures.
Whatever happened to government
neutrality in caring for patients, let alone the
Hippocratic Oath’s dictum of doing no
harm?

Moreover, as part of its unwavering support
for the transgender movement, two years
ago the Biden administration condemned a
Texas policy under which parents who
facilitated gender transition medical
treatments for their young can be
investigated for child abuse.

Minors undergoing gender dysphoria
certainly need and deserve love, care, and
support, along with understanding, as states
such as California and advocacy

groups seek to interfere in familial relations
if parents do not agree to having their
children transition. Yet, even as growing
numbers of doctors raise caution
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flags about the nonscientific bases behind
the headlong rush into promoting “gender
affirming care,” activists, such as those
opposed to the laws in Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Texas, continue to encourage minors to
take prescription medicines and undergo life
altering procedures without fully
understanding their long-term effects.

With counseling and therapy for minors and
their families, why not have young people
wait until reaching adulthood before
embarking on such dramatic changes at
which times they should have better
understandings of what they wish to do?

Charles J. Russo

The Supreme Court will hopefully uphold
the rights of states seeking to regulate the
health and well-being of highly vulnerable
and impressionable minors, let alone their
parents, who are constantly barraged by an
ideological movement in schools, on social
media, and elsewhere. The Court could help
restore some much needed sanity and
balance in response to ideological arguments
proponents of the transgender movement
advance by acknowledging the legislative
authority of states to protect the health and
well-being of their residents by establishing
reasonable limits on heretofore untested
gender affirming procedures for minors
experiencing gender dysphoria.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/07/08/returning-to-sanity/
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The Story of a Saintly Scientist, For Children

A new picture book about Catholic scientist Venerable Jérome Lejeune shows children that faith and
science are both gifts from God.

Many of the greatest scientists have been
Catholic — Mendel, Pasteur, Copernicus,
and countless others—yet inexplicably the
myth persists that faith and science are at
odds.

This “supposed conflict between science
and religion” is “tragic

nonsense," according to Word on Fire’s
Bishop Robert Barron. He has spoken many
times about the need to eradicate this myth:

A major reason that many young people are
disaffiliating from our churches is the
supposed conflict between science and the
faith ... This “war” is in fact a fantasy, an
illusion, the fruit of a tragic
misunderstanding.

A new children’s book from Word on

Fire’s Votive children’s imprint offers a
powerful example of a saintly man who saw
no conflict between his Catholic faith and
his groundbreaking scientific research.

A venerable scientist

Venerable Jérome Lejeune was a French
physician who discovered the genetic
underpinnings of Down syndrome. A new
picture book about his life, Jérome Lejeune:
The Saintly Geneticist by Ana Braga-
Henebry, shows children that faith and
science are both gifts from God:

As a young boy, Jérome Lejeune wanted to
study medicine. When he grew up, not only
did he become a doctor, but he made a
groundbreaking discovery about Down
syndrome and fiercely advocated for every
child’s right to life. This picture book
biography about a Catholic pediatrician who
became a pioneer of scientific research will

inspire young readers with its remarkable
story and stunning illustrations. Declared
venerable by the Catholic Church, Dr.
Lejeune is an example of faith, integrity,
and courage.

The postulator of the cause of canonization
of Jérome Lejeune, Aude
Dugast, described Lejeune in this way:

He was a famous scientist, a genius, but he
never saw any conflict between faith and
science. Science helped him know creation,
and faith helped him understand creation
and to understand God. He showed there is
no contradiction between these two kinds of
knowledge.

Advocate for the right to life

Jérome Lejeune: The Saintly Geneticist tells
his story in a way that’s accessible for kids
of all ages and includes heartfelt and moving
stories about his Down syndrome patients,
such as the young man with Trisomy 21 who
stood up at Lejeune’s funeral to loudly
declare, “Thank you, Dr. Lejeune! Because
of you, I am proud of myself!”

An important part of Lejeune’s story is that
he advocated for every child’s right to life,
and parents may want to know that this book
does refer to abortion, although the mention
is subtle. It went over my kids' heads, but
you may wish to read it yourself and decide
whether the mention is appropriate for your
child.

Certainly, his story shows what it looks like
“in action” to love and appreciate both
science and religion. Hopefully this book
will inspire the next generation of Catholic
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scientists and doctors to embrace both with
gusto and joy.

Discussion Questions

e Why did the children who were Dr.
Lejeune’s patients love him? What
does he show us about how to treat
other people, including those who
are different from us?

Theresa Civantos Barber

Although Dr. Lejeune and his wife
received many invitations to fancy
places, they were happiest at home
with their five children. What can we
learn from them about what might
make us happy?

How did Dr. Lejeune’s faith in God
play a role in his work as a scientist?

https://aleteia.ore/2024/07/05/the-story-of-a-saintly-scientist-for-children
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Wanna Buy a School Building?

Marinette, Wisconsin, is a small town and a
county seat north of Green Bay. As reported
by National Review (July 5; a link to the
story is below), there’s a K-12 Catholic
school in town that’s been around more than
a century. Also, the local school board, with
declining enrollments, has apparently
chosen to “downsize” its properties and sell
off two school buildings. The Catholic
school is interested in the sale because its
current enrollment does not fit in one
building, so it has to run two campuses
somewhat geographically separated.
Acquiring the vacant school building would
solve their problem, co-locating all Catholic
grades within proximity of each other and
the local parish.

The school board won’t sell, even though
they’ve been offered their full asking price
of $300,000. Their argument? The Catholic
school might poach even more students from
the public system, causing the latter to lose
more state aid. So, they don’t want to sell to
the “competition.”

There are many issues here. In classic fiscal
conservative style, National Review points
out that the public school board is failing its
fiduciary responsibility. A shuttered
schoolhouse still has to be maintained,
which incurs costs. If it’s not being used, it’s
draining resources better put elsewhere — at
schools that have students. True to classic
small-government conservatism, it notes that
the government’s school system is not
analogous to a business, which is in
competition with similar service providers,
therefore it should not act that way toward
potential buyers.

I’d push the issue further. There’s an
inherent contradiction in the school board’s
view. If it wants to act like a quasi-business,

excluding other competitors, then it can’t
demand a funding monopoly. If it uses its
assets like a business to leverage its position
and keep out competitors, then it has to be
open to competition, which brings us back to
the school choice issue. But you can’t have
it both ways: excluding competitors but
insisting you’re a government-protected
monopoly.

The case comes back to the argument I
continually make about the need to reframe
the narrative about education

money. Who are government educational
dollars for? Are they for schools or
students? The answer should be obvious:
schools don’t need to be educated, children
do. You don’t teach schools, you teach kids.
And, in a diverse, pluralistic, multireligious,
and tolerant America which recognizes
parental choice in the selection of
educational modes (as long as they meet
common minimum compulsory education
requirements), it is a non-sequitur to say the
dollars necessary to effectuate that choice
are solely the public school’s claim. To
argue otherwise is to claim that (a)
ultimately, education dollars are for schools,
not kids and (b) there can be legitimate
discrimination against children and their
parents who select legal and legally
compliant education by other forms of legal
and legally compliant education (public
schools).

I see two possible recourses. The Catholic
school in Wisconsin has decided to sue the
school board, and I wish them success. The
same government that would prosecute you
if you wouldn’t sell your house to a Catholic
buyer wants to pretend there’s a difference if
the buyer is a Catholic school. The school
board can try to defend its discrimination in
court, spending more educational dollars
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that should go to students, or it can use its gained woke creds — and then have her turn
July 16 meeting to abandon this show. around and sell it to the Catholics for $1.
That’s choice one. Choice two would be for
a minority female buyer to stand up and plop
down the school board’s asking price — the
school board likely slobbering over the

Anti-Catholic discrimination is the bigotry
that never goes out of style.

John M. Grondelski

https://www.newoxfordreview.org/wanna-buy-a-school-building/
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Award-Winning Catholic Podcast Teaches Children About True Love

La Sociedad Fantastica de Nifios Curiosos captivates its young audience by following the adventures of
five children as they explore the true meaning of love.

La Sociedad Fantastica de Nifios

Curiosos (“the fantastic society of curious
kids™), a podcast produced by Primo Media
(a brand belonging to the Juan Diego
Network), was recently honored with the
2024 Gabriel Award for Best Podcast Series.
The awards ceremony, held last June 20 in
Atlanta, recognizes excellence in Catholic
media and has honored works that uplift and
nurture the human spirit since 1965.

José Manuel De Urquidi, founder of Juan
Diego Network, expressed his gratitude: “It
is an incredible honor to receive this
recognition. Our mission has always been
clear: to create and produce quality content
that spiritually educates and nourishes
people and accompanies them to a
sacramental life. At a time when the concept
of love is very distorted, it’s extremely
important for children to discover true love.’

b

La Sociedad Fantastica de Ninios

Curiosos captivates its young audience

by following the adventures of five
children as they explore the true meaning
of love. The podcast educates and entertains,
helping children understand different types
of love —including brotherly and Christian
love.

A testament to God’s love

Jim Wahlberg, brother of actor Mark
Wahlberg and a producer of Catholic films,
served as master of ceremonies for the
Gabriel Awards. Wahlberg shared his
personal journey of addiction and crime, and

Daniel Esparza

how meeting Mother Teresa transformed his
understanding of God’s love. His testimony
underscored the importance of early
spiritual formation, in keeping with the
mission of La Sociedad Fantastica de Nifios
Curiosos.

Celebrating excellence in Catholic Media

The Gabriel Awards, organized annually by
the Catholic Media Association,

honor outstanding productions that
promote human dignity and Christian
values. This year’s 58th edition in Atlanta
highlighted works in various media,
including film, television, radio and new
media, and recognized projects for their
quality and inspirational messages.

Quality Catholic content for youth

The winning podcast stood out for its
innovative approach to teaching children
about love in an engaging way. De Urquidi
emphasized the need for quality Catholic
content to compete with secular
entertainment giants and social media: “As
the Catholic Church has always done, we
must evangelize and catechize through
beauty and truth.”

Recent statistics from the Pew Research
Center and V Encuentro show a decline in
young Hispanic Catholics in the United
States, underscoring the urgency of reaching
Latino children and youth. The Juan Diego
Network aims to address this need by
providing content that connects children to
their faith.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/30/award-winning-catholic-podcast-teaches-children-about-true-love
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How Baguettes and Catholic School Helped My Autistic Son

Having a child with autism can be emotionally exhausting, but equally rewarding when things evolve.

When my son with autism

and dyspraxia was 14 years of age, I had to
take what felt like a life-changing decision
for him. And as any parent with a
neurodivergent child can understand, the
weight of such an important choice felt like
the biggest weight on my not-so-broad
shoulders.

As autism occurs on a spectrum, which in
fact many people might find themselves on
in reality, I'll briefly explain the severity of
my son's disability.

If you were to meet him you'd probably
come away thinking he's a lovely, friendly
chap and very tall. The fact that he is
sociable surprises people when they
discover he's autistic, as we're used to
believing that people with autism shy away
from social situations.

My son, however, loves nothing more than
to be surrounded by people, especially
extended family and friends. His difficulties
come with hyper anxiety that is more
pronounced in certain situations.

When he's out in the big wide world this is
especially the case. If he were to take the
subway, he'll be standing rigid and won't
listen to music so he's ready for any
eventuality. He is also extremely anxious
when people don't follow the rules -- there's
no way he'll cross the road if the walk signal
is flashing red. And worse still, if people
cheat during a soccer game it could lead to
floods and floods of tears. He therefore has
few friends his own age but is great with
younger kids.

He also has physical reactions to certain
materials and the majority of food, seeking
comfort in softness and familiarity.

If you couple this with his dyspraxia -- a
coordination disorder that made his
education exceedingly painful and anxiety-
ridden -- the typical educational path seemed
way too daunting and demoralizing for him.

A difficult decision

Therefore I took the decision to help him
choose a path that would focus on what he
does best: baking. Thankfully, living in
France, he could have the possibility to
develop a fulfilling, and rewarding career,
while also bringing home endless croissants
for the family!

At the tender age of 14 my son had
abandoned the traditional French
educational path, where math and grammar
are held in high regard. Instead, I signed him
up for a Catholic professional lycée where
he would focus on baking, while learning
the skills of the trade in bakeries a few
months a year.

Initially he was delighted to drop the
hardcore academics. Math and the other
usual subjects were taught in relation to his
future career. It all made sense to him. He
then found his way into the school's
industrial kitchen and got to roll up his
sleeves and get baking.

At the end of the first year, he was
producing fine baguettes; by the end of the
second year, he was acing his croissants.
And since this was a Catholic school, he was
also helping to deliver baked goods to
churches, and even to Notre Dame Cathedral
for an event. This was probably the first



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/developmental-coordination-disorder-dyspraxia/

time in his life that he felt that he was of
value.

I can see he's thriving and happy. He's made
friends and is actually the official
companion of a fellow student who is 90%
blind. He makes sure he gets to wherever he
needs to be, and feels very worthwhile doing
his duty.

A promising future?

Fast approaching 17, my son has finished his
initial training. He'll now return to a slightly
more academic education as he continues to
study to become a top baker. This is
something I'd never imagine could happen.

The whole process has been exhausting. I've
tried to focus on building him up, giving
him more security and confidence with the
unknown. This has involved preempting

Josephine McCaul

everything, teaching him what to do with the
different scenarios he may have to face,
while encouraging him to become
independent.

But the reason I wanted to share my son's
journey is that I hope it may inspire other
parents dealing with children who don't fit
the mold. It is a path that can sometimes
leave you in tears, uncertainty, and doubt.
After all, you're making decisions for a
loved one that can radically alter their lives.

However, if [ were to give any advice it
would be to listen to your instincts, listen to
your child, and try to see what really makes
them smile. If you can lean into that then
you'll find the right path, though perhaps
with a bump or two in the road.

https://aleteia.ore/2024/06/25/how-baguettes-and-catholic-school-helped-my-autistic-son
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Proposed CA Bill Would Severely Undermine Parental Rights, Authority

The “Support Academic Futures and
Educators for Today’s Youth Act” would
prohibit local school boards from adopting
or enforcing policies requiring teachers and
others to disclose youngsters’ gender
identities or sexual orientations to anyone—
including their parents.

In September 2022, Governor Gavin
Newsom signed Senate Bill 107 into

law, making California a sanctuary state
offering shelter to transgender children and
their parents who leave jurisdictions
restricting access to gender-affirming care to
minors.

The state senate has now approved an even
more far-reaching legislative proposal, the
“Support Academic Futures and Educators
for Today’s Youth Act”, Assembly Bill
1955, which would undermine parental
rights and authority.

Assembly Bill 1955 pays lip service to
parents, acknowledging they “have

an important role to play in the lives of
young people.” However, the bill would
prohibit local school boards from adopting
or enforcing policies requiring teachers and
others to disclose youngsters’ gender
identities or sexual orientations to anyone—
including their parents without the student’s
permission, “unless otherwise required by
state or federal law.”

The bill gives no indication of the
circumstances under which officials would
have to inform parents. The bill does make
counseling services available to students and
families.

Before the bill can become law, it must first
be approved in committees and a floor
vote by the State Assembly. Given
Newsome’s having signed the sanctuary bill,

combined with a state suit against a local
board described in the next paragraph, it is
all but certain he will sign this legislation
into law.

The bill’s supporters claim it is designed to
protect transgender and LGBT students
whose safety may be at risk if their parents
are not supportive. While children certainly
need love and support at home, this does not
mean parents must agree with all of their
choices. As such, how wise is it to keep
parents uninformed about what their
children are doing at school?

As Republican state Senator Kelly

Seyarto said, “[i]f we include the parents,
that’s the best way to take something from
people being angry and mad to developing a
solution that works for everybody.”

Greg Burt, vice-president of the California
Family Council, added “[y]ou don’t assume
that all parents are unsafe.” It is hard to
avoid the inference that all parents are
unsafe because the bill bans educators from
notifying parents about any significant
developments in the lives of their children.
This is highly troublesome because students
undergoing confusion about their sexuality,
possibly fueled by an ideological movement
backed by activist educators, need their
parents.

In 2023, a related controversy emerged
when the board of the Rocklin Unified
School District, in a four-to-one

vote, adopted a transgender policy. The
policy required educators to inform parents
if their children ask to be identified as a
gender other than their biological sexes or
genders, use pronouns not aligned with their
biological sex, or ask to use bathrooms not
aligned with their genders.
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State Attorney General Rob

Bonta challenged the policy as endangering
the civil rights of LGBT and transgender
students by allegedly “outing” them after the
board refused to adopt corrective action he
ordered. As he had in a similar suit in
another district, a trial court judge forbade
the board from implementing the policy.

The key in such situations is to respect
parental rights by informing parents about
developments in the lives of their children
while providing any needed resources for
families. Excluding parents, usurping their
role as this bill essentially does, is not in
anyone’s best interest because it erodes
familial relationships and trust, which in
turn erodes social fabric and trust.

In 1925’s Pierce v. Society of Sisters, the
Supreme Court upheld parental rights,
declaring “[t]he child is not the mere
creature of the state; those who nurture him
and direct his destiny have the right, coupled

with the high duty, to recognize and prepare
him for additional obligations.”

Even so, some states and courts have
trammeled parental rights,

standing Pierce on its ear, going so far as to
remove at least one transgender student
from the family home.

Other_courts upheld state limits on such
related issues as gender-affirming care and
restricting the dispensation of medicines or
availability of surgery for minors.

Students undergoing emotional upheaval
due to uncertainty over their sexuality

Charles J. Russo

greatly need the assistance of their parents
rather than relying entirely on school staff
even if they voice concerns their families
may not be fully supportive of what they are
experiencing. This means educators must be
mindful of parental rights by respecting
familial boundaries.

One of the “frequently asked questions”
accompanying Assembly Bill 1955
addressed the role of teachers, stating it does
not require them to lie to parents. Rather, the
answer claims to allow teachers to “focus on
doing their job of supporting and affirming
students” even though they cannot answer
direct parental questions honestly without
the approval of their children.

This bill thereby puts teachers in the
unenviable position of being unable to speak
truthfully and openly with parents,
compromising, if not outrightly destroying,
the trust that must be present in such
relationships.

Forbidding teachers from informing parents
whose children are considering permanent,
life-altering changes to their bodies at a time
when students are too young to understand
fully what they are doing is unwise. It is,
again, potentially harmful both to youngsters
and familial relations.

Hopefully, California’s leaders will think
twice rather than drive wedges between
parents and their children, destroying needed
trust and connections at a time when young
people need them the most.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/27/proposed-ca-bill-would-severely-undermine-
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Study: Graduates of Catholic Schools Feel More Fulfilled

St. Mary's University sought to counter the current narrative that the most important aspect of higher
education is an increase in earning potential.

A new comprehensive study is measuring
the feelings of fulfillment in those who have
graduated from institutes of higher
education. The results found that those
who have graduated from a Catholic
college or university were more likely to
report greater feelings of fulfillment in
their daily lives, as well as being more
likely to place a high emphasis on morality
in regard to decision making.

Earning potential

The study was commissioned by St. Mary’s
University, the oldest Catholic university in
Texas, and was conducted by YouGov, an
organization that polls to find public
opinions on a variety of topics. The
university noted that it sought to
challenge the current narrative that the
most significant benefit of higher
education is an increase in earning
potential.

Far beyond material gains, the study found
that Catholic education is linked to “a
stronger sense of direction, increased
fulfillment and a greater focus on moral
decision-making.” Jason King, Ph.D.,
Beirne Director of Center for Catholic
Studies and Chair in Catholic Studies at St.
Mary’s University, drew on his 20 years of
experience in his comments:

“Recently, I have become increasingly
concerned that the national conversation on
the value of higher education is being

reduced to a single metric: earning potential.

In partnership with YouGov, we set out to

explore the long-term impact of higher
education on the whole student, not just their
future salary.”

Key findings

Key findings of the study revealed that
graduates of Catholic colleges and
universities were 10% more likely to
express that their life closely matches
their ideal, while also being 9% more
likely to report a “clear sense of direction
in life.” Furthermore, Catholic graduates are
15% more likely to have found fulfillment in
their social lives and 13% more likely to feel
fulfilled in their community involvement.
They are also 19% more likely to survey the
moral implications of a choice before
making a decision.

St. Mary’s University concluded that the
research goes against the “prevailing
conversations that prioritize financial
outcomes,” and suggest one’s high education
institution has much farther-reaching
influence on many aspects of their lives,
including a sense of wellbeing and ability to
socialize. The findings, Winston Erevelles,
Ph.D., President of St. Mary’s University
suggested, call for for a reevaluation of
how we measure the success of higher
education.

“Education is about more than just earning
potential. It should be about developing
leaders, thinkers and citizens who value and
contribute to their communities,” said
Winston Erevelles.
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The Artificial Pancreas

When I took my son and a bunch of his
cousins swimming at the lake one afternoon
last summer, I didn’t plan to lose a piece of
someone’s pancreas. The boys were
practicing flips off the dock. After an hour,
their daring grew to the point that I called
time. As they straggled onto the beach, I
noticed that my nephew, whom I’ll call
Tristan, was missing his smartphone, which
he’d stuffed into a waterproof case. While
the loss would be bad news for anyone, for
Tristan it was far worse: the device is part of
the management system for his type 1
diabetes, a condition in which the pancreas
stops producing insulin. Until the 1920s,
when scientists discovered how to extract
insulin from dogs, type 1 diabetes was fatal
in the short term. Even for decades
afterward, a diagnosis meant a regimented
life with daily glucose tests, exactly timed
insulin injections, and a harshly restricted
diet; despite all that, the disease still
drastically reduced life expectancy and came
with a high risk of side effects including
blindness, heart and kidney failure, and limb
loss.

Today, technology enables Tristan to live
much like any other energetic twelve-year-
old. Starting in 1978, scientists developed
more sophisticated forms of insulin
(synthetic, no dogs needed). In 1999,
medical technology companies started
producing continuous glucose monitoring
systems (CGMs) that could track blood
sugars using a probe placed under the skin.
Then in 2017, easily portable CGMs became
widely available. These give real-time
readings on blood glucose levels. Today’s
CGM talks via Bluetooth to a pump that
delivers calibrated doses of insulin via a
cannula. A cellphone controls the system
and provides data to the user. This multi-

component system is sometimes called an
“artificial pancreas” for its ability to mimic
the natural organ’s function.

It’s not the same as a natural pancreas, of
course — the technology is glitchy and the
human body is endlessly variable, so people
with type 1 diabetes still struggle to
maintain healthy glucose levels, knowing
that high levels are unhealthy and lows can
be life-threatening. Manual inputs are
needed for every carbohydrate eaten, and
both the sensor and pump need changing out
every few days, making those affected not
only dependent for their very lives on
insulin but also, for good management, on
the manufacturers of the cellphone, pump,
CGM, and various other consumables.
(That’s aside from the weird precarity and
expense of insulin supply in the United
States, where people with the condition
regularly beg strangers for emergency doses
on Reddit or die from attempts to ration their
supply.) All the same, for someone with type
1 diabetes, this technology promises the
chance at a greatly, if imperfectly, liberated
life.

That is, until a piece of the system sinks to
the bottom of a lake. From a check of
Tristan’s wristband, it looked as if a cheap
plastic clip had popped open when he swam
to shore. This was a big deal: I knew from
his parents that the system was new, having
been finally approved by their health insurer,
which, in addition, doesn’t cover the
smartphone. For half an hour, we dove to
search for the thing, but at a twelve-foot
depth, the water was too murky to see much.
All that remained was to hike home to
confess to his parents, unsure what the loss
meant. This time, luck was with us: they
hadn’t thrown out the replaced older model
yet. The artificial pancreas was soon
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working again, and we celebrated with
glucose-heavy ice cream.

This is a happy story about the good of
technology, the kind that can transform a
kid’s life. It’s a technophile parable in which
an artificial system that combines mobile
software and automated hardware literally
plugs into a human body, helping it to thrive
in a way it wouldn’t if left to nature. The
fact that such a technology exists in the first
place is a testimony to the real achievements
of Silicon Valley and its “Californian
ideology,” which merged freewheeling
innovation and entrepreneurial capitalism in
a mission to change the world.

We seem to be on the cusp of a
technological transition that may, once
again, revolutionize our lives for good or ill.

In many quarters today, the promises of the
Californian ideology have come to seem
suspect. Contrary to the hopes of its early
enthusiasts, the internet didn’t bring all of
humanity together in the 1990s; neither did
smartphone-enabled social media in the
2000s. In Washington, London, and
Brussels, political leaders have long since
stopped associating tech with utopian
visions of global harmony, instead blaming
it for distraction, polarization, addictions to
porn and gambling, the trivialization of
culture, loss of privacy and work-life
balance, and fears that automation may push
millions out of a job.

Growing skepticism has done little to stop
the acceleration of change. Advances in
artificial intelligence seem poised to bring us
to the next technological watershed — very
soon. That’s at least what AI’s cheerleaders
promise, and its critics fear. “Generative”
artificial general intelligence based on large
language models — for example, OpenAl’s
ChatGPT, Anthropic’s Claude, and Meta’s
Llama — are rapidly increasing in power
from version to version. Industry leaders

such as Anthropic’s Dario Amodei believe
that well-developed “agentic” Al may be
just around the corner: that is, Al that can
take actions in the real world, such as
booking a vacation or planning a wedding.

Meanwhile, specialized versions of Al are
transforming any number of industries. In
pharmaceuticals, an Al breakthrough this
year has solved a fifty-year-old problem of
molecular biology by enabling scientists to
quickly model the shape of proteins in three
dimensions; other Al applications promise
greatly accelerated drug development and
testing. In healthcare, Al algorithms can
detect cancers at early stages with high
accuracy, often outperforming experienced
radiologists. In retail, Al helps manage
inventory and predict demand patterns,
improving the efficiency of supply chains.
And in the automotive industry, while fully
autonomous vehicles still remain a future
goal, Al systems in cars are already
improving driver safety.

Other developments are more unsettling.
Several nations are already fine-tuning
autonomous weapons systems — that is,
killer robots — for use on the battlefield. In
human genetic engineering, Al is
accelerating genomics research, and so
bringing forward the day when it will be
possible to create designer babies. And then,
of course, there’s the apocalypse: some Al
experts worry that the technology could
become powerful enough to cause human
extinction, and the Pentagon seems to be
taking seriously the risk that Al might
somehow trigger nuclear war.

We seem to be on the cusp of a transition
that may, once again, revolutionize our lives
for good or ill. It’s a good time to ask how
we should respond.

In 1992, just as the Californian ideology was
picking up steam, Neil Postman
published Zechnopoly, a classic work of
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cultural criticism that explores the
relationship between humans and our tools.
The book opens by quoting Plato’s account
of the myth of Thamus, an Egyptian
Pharaoh. The king is approached by the god
Theuth, who presents various inventions,
including writing. Theuth suggests that
writing will improve both the wisdom and
memory of the Egyptians. Thamus, however,
objects:

This invention will produce forgetfulness in
the minds of those who learn to use it,
because they will not practice their memory.
Their trust in writing, produced by external
characters which are no part of themselves,
will discourage the use of their own memory
within them. You have invented an elixir not
of memory, but of reminding; and you offer
your pupils the appearance of wisdom, not
true wisdom, for they will read many things
without instruction and will therefore seem
to know many things, when they are for the
most part ignorant and hard to get along
with, since they are not wise, but only
appear wise.

Reflecting on the myth, Postman observes
that “every technology is both a burden and
a blessing; not either-or, but this-and-that.”
The very tool that promises to expand
humans’ knowledge also robs them of their
oral tradition. It makes new winners — adepts
of the written word — and new losers: the
elders who had been memory’s guardians.
To update Postman’s telling, Theuth was
setting in motion a chain of discoveries that
would, in due course, transform words and
images to digital tokens, and so give rise to
ChatGPT.

Postman argues that digital technology,
which reduces all meaning to symbols that a
machine can compute, tends to change our
view of nature and ourselves. We come to
regard nature as mere information to be
processed, and human beings as mere
processors of that information. To the extent

we allow the machine’s logic to become our
own, we’ll become “tools of our tools,” in
Thoreau’s phrase.

The real-life Postman practiced what he
preached, eschewing digital tools such as
word processors and cruise control. He
chose to remain in an analog world that was
vanishing as he wrote. In surveying the
technological revolutions of the past, he’s
always glancing wistfully backward. (This
sometimes gives him blind spots; for
example, he makes much of the flaws of
modern medicine, while giving short shrift
to its achievements.) He’s fascinated by the
unpredictability of the effects of innovation,
noting how the invention of the printing
press by the pious Johannes Gutenberg had
the unintended consequence of destroying
the unity of Western Christendom. With
each such shift, a world ends:

Technological change is neither additive nor
subtractive. It is ecological. I mean

“ecological” in the same sense as the word is
used by environmental scientists. One
significant change generates total change....
A new technology does not add or subtract
something. It changes everything.

Just as introducing or eliminating one
species can change a forest ecosystem, so a
new technology can remake the whole fabric
of our lives.

That’s the kind of ecological change that
Jonathan Haidt chronicles in his new

book, The Anxious Generation: How the
Great Rewiring of Childhood Is Causing an
Epidemic of Mental Illness. A social
psychologist at New York University, Haidt
compiles evidence of a surge in an array of
ills that began around 2010, just when
smartphones and Like-button-powered
social media became part of childhood and
adolescence. Over that period, he finds a
spike among US teens in reported rates of
anxiety, depression, and loneliness. Since
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2010, suicide rates have risen 91 percent for
American boys and 167 percent for girls,
while emergency room visits for self-harm
have risen 48 percent for boys and 188
percent for girls.

Provocatively, Haidt argues that this “surge
of suffering” not only coincides with the
advent of smartphones, but results from it.
According to his findings, constant access to
social media exacerbates girls’ image-
consciousness and vulnerabilities, while
internet-connected devices enable boys to
retreat into virtual experiences to escape the
challenges of the real world.

Some critics dispute Haidt’s interpretation of
these trends. But practically, as a parent with
three teenagers, I don’t have years to wait
for scientific certainty, nor do other parents.
We’re left with weighing up what evidence
there is, and trusting our own eyes. It

doesn’t take big data sets to see how rapidly
and deeply childhood and adolescence have

been transformed over the past decade and a
half. But it does take a considerable amount
of go-against-the-flow to act on what we
see.

The impacts aren’t limited to mental illness
rates. Consider the sheer amount of time
kids spend on electronic media. In the early
1990s, US teens spent a little less than three
hours a day looking at screens, mostly
televisions. Today that number has gone up
to six to eight hours a day, even more for
those from low-income households (that’s
just counting leisure time, not school-related
use). There’s little mystery as to why.
Multinational tech giants, armed with
algorithms and vast amounts of data, have
gotten ever better at keeping adolescents
engaged with their products. That’s lucrative
for them, but comes at a massive
opportunity cost to kids, who are enticed to
surrender vast chunks of their teenage days
and years to screens.

It’s not enough, then, just to ask what teens
are doing online, and whether some of it
might be harmful. An equally important
question is: what are all the things

they aren t doing offline? Drawing on Allie
Conti’s reporting, Haidt tells the story of
Luca, a young man from North Carolina:

Luca suffered from anxiety in middle
school. His mother withdrew him when he
was 12 and allowed him to study online
from his bedroom. Boys of past generations
who retreated to their bedrooms would have
been confronted by boredom and almost
unimaginable loneliness — conditions that
would compel most homebound adolescents
to change their ways or find help. Luca,
however, found an online world just vivid
enough to keep his mind from starving. Ten
years later, he still plays video games and
surfs the web all night. He sleeps all day.

Luca’s story is an extreme version of
behavior that most parents of adolescent
boys will recognize. As Postman would
point out, it’s a playing-out of a dynamic
that’s built into the technology, one that
grows more powerful as the online
experience becomes more immersive.
Unless counterbalanced by offline interests,
work, and friendships, the virtual world can
swallow up a life.

Luca seems to be far from alone. There are
substantial online communities for NEETs
(“not in education, employment, or
training”’) and hikikomori, a Japanese term
for young people who spend their lives as
digital hermits in their bedrooms. One
Reddit user explained when asked why he
became a NEET: “Growing up I had zero
friends and would just skip school to stay at
home and play video games. Nothing much
has changed now, except I dont go to school
ofc.”




A strong communal culture can push back
against pressure from technologies to shape
humans in anti-human ways.

In Technopoly, Postman warns of the
coming of a “totalitarian technocracy.” He
seems to have meant an actual political
takeover, in which tech elites control the rest
of the population with powerful tools that
secure their dominance. Thirty-two years
after his book appeared, this dystopia has
not materialized, despite the continuous
exponential growth in computing power that
has led to vastly more potent machines.
Today’s tech moguls wield immense
influence, yet are far more likely to face
antitrust investigations than they are to seize
dictatorial power.

While Technopoly focuses on society and
systems, the deeper threat from technology
today may be its effect on the individual
soul. As virtual reality improves and Al
chatbots grow more credible as friends and
romantic partners, our tools are getting
better at hacking our deepest human needs
for love, purpose, and adventure. If we let
them, they will offer us ever-more-
convincing simulacra of what we desire,
while holding us back — through distraction,
habit, and lack of self-mastery — from
experiencing the real thing.

But this isn’t as inevitable as Postman
feared; we need not be at the mercy of our
tools, nor despair of our capacity to control
them. Clearly, it’s necessary to be mindful of
the ways in which technology can shape us —
of how (borrowing Marshall McLuhan’s
famous phrase) the medium can become the
message. But those maxims capture only
part of the truth. It is equally true that human
beings are free to use our creativity for

good. So long as we do so, our species’
inventiveness is a feature, not a bug.

That’s most obviously true in the case of
medical technologies such as Tristan’s

CGM, which allows him to enjoy exactly the
kind of “play-based” childhood that Haidt
urges as the antidote to a “phone-based”
one. A certain strain of conservative critique
likes to draw the line between good and bad
tech around medical uses, applauding
progress in treating disease while seeing
only the dangers of technical acceleration in
other areas. Yet that tidy distinction breaks
down in practice. After all, Tristan can
practice risky flips at the lake thanks, in part,
to the widespread availability of affordable
smartphones, the very thing that drives the
harmful trends Haidt highlights. The same
large language model technologies that fuel
worries about Al hold out the promise of
even better treatments for future people with
diabetes. We can’t get the good without
running the risk of the bad.

How, then, can we live well with tech? For
starters, by doubling down on the analog
version of the very thing that tech products
so often promise: community. Both Postman
and Haidt, in different ways, help us to see
that the challenge of tech is collective. Our
response, too, must be collective; lonely acts
of defiance, while often necessary, only get
you so far. If, as seems likely, we’re facing
another round of Postman’s “ecological”
change, we must become all the more active
in nurturing flesh-and-blood communities
that are robust enough to keep technology in
its place. That can be as simple as a network
of parents setting common norms for their
families. Or it can be a circle of friends, a
school, a company, a church, or a
commonwealth. Whatever the form, a strong
communal culture can push back against
pressure from technologies to shape humans
in antihuman ways.

That’s what my own community,

the Bruderhof, is trying to do on a small
scale. We embrace forms of technology that
we believe help foster the flourishing of
individuals and our common life, while
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acting together to set boundaries on forms
that do not. To take the specific example of
tech’s impact on childhood, we practice a
beefed-up interpretation of the guidelines
that Haidt proposes in his book: Keep
phones out of schools. Don’t give
smartphones to kids until they’re at least old
enough to drive (Tristan is the obvious
exception here, but his older brother is still
phone-free, and Tristan’s phone is stripped
down to essential functions). Keep kids off
social media until they’re old enough to
vote, and in the case of adults, use it only
when needed as a tool for work, study, or
creative endeavors.

The same kind of boundary-setting is
possible for society at large. In France, a
panel commissioned by President Emmanuel
Macron has recently proposed banning
smartphones for kids under age thirteen and
social media for kids under age fifteen. In
regard to Al, even industry leaders agree on
the need for more vigorous regulation than

was typical in the early years of the internet
and social media.

Communities with healthy cultures of
solidarity matter then, at both micro and
macro levels. Crucially, so do a
community’s goals in using the technology it
has. The Book of Genesis, though written in
an ancient context, sheds light on this.
According to its first chapters, humankind is
created “in the image” of the Creator —
endowed with creative ingenuity like that of
God himself, and commissioned to act as his
representatives in the world. God sets the
first human beings over the rest of nature as
its stewards and caretakers, commanding
them to “fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”

After the first humans leave paradise, they
set about doing just that, using their
ingenuity to make tools, create structures,

and develop organizations. When they use
these technologies to build rightly, acting in
fulfillment of their divine vocation, their
work can end up saving both humankind and
other species from catastrophe; that’s what
Noah does in constructing the ark. But if
they build in order to become independent
of God, in violation of his commission to
care for the world in his stead, their projects
end in social breakdown. That’s what
happens to the builders of the Tower of
Babel.

How can we live out our vocation as
stewards of creation in the way we use
technology? There are quite practical ways.
Drawing again on what my community has
learned, we need not just disciplines and
restrictions, but also (even more
importantly) positive guides for living.
Crowd out the virtual with the real; be
present in the physical world. Give the bulk
of your attention to the people who are near
you in person. Spend time outdoors; watch
sunsets and moonrises. Plant vegetables, go
birdwatching or fishing or hunting. Raise
puppies and rabbits and pigs.

A strong communal culture can push back
against pressure from technologies to shape
humans in anti-human ways.

Thamus was right; with each technological
revolution, a world ends. But a world also
begins. Theuth’s invention of writing
brought the loss of oral traditions, while also
making possible the composition of the
Bible, not to mention the works of Plato,
Dante, and Shakespeare. Seventy millennia
ago, a world ended and another began with
the invention of the bow and arrow; no
doubt the same will happen again when the
next technological frontier is broken.

That’s nothing to be afraid of, so long as we
remember to proudly assert the freedom that
belongs to humankind by right. We must

remain the masters of our tools. For that, we
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need strong communities of the sort that And we need to shape and use our tools in
many people around the world are striving service of our human vocation, so that we
to foster (some feature in this magazine). can build, not Babels, but arks.

Peter Mommsen

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/life/technology/the-artificial-pancreas
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Taming Tech in Community

The basket quickly became known as the
“handy garage.” (Handy is German for
cellphone.) In reality it wasn’t particularly
handy when none of us could turn to Google
or Wikipedia to settle arguments at the
dinner table. For a few days, I noticed
everyone’s discomfort when a notification
sounded from across the room, and we each
strained our ears to discern if it had been
ours. Some days at first, one of us would
notice that the basket looked strangely
empty and would pass it around the table
again to retrieve a few forgotten phones. But
soon enough, we all habitually parked them
in the garage upon entering, and it did seem
that conversations lasted longer and had
more substance.

Here at the Gutshof, one of about twenty-
five Bruderhof communities inspired by the
first gathering of believers described in the
Acts of the Apostles, we have no private
property but share a common purse and
common life. Some Bruderhofs are home to
several hundred people, while others are
smaller households like ours, but in all
cases, we share work, meals, and worship.
Members cook food, or grow the food, or
wash the laundry, or mow the lawns, or
work in the furniture factory — and draw no
salary for doing so. At the larger
communities, we operate elementary
schools, middle schools, and high schools
for children of members as well as
neighbors. Onsite clinics provide free
medical and dental primary care. Elderly
members are offered ways to meaningfully
participate in the work until they’re no
longer able and are then cared for within the
community.

Jesus said his disciples would be in the
world, but not “of the world” (John 17). As
part of our collective effort to discern what

obedience to this teaching might mean

today, we adopt an attitude of caution
toward new technologies, just as we take a
countercultural stance toward other norms of
contemporary society, for instance money
(we hold no private bank accounts or credit
cards), career (we work where we’re asked
to, not where we want), fashion (simpler is
better), and sex (chastity and faithfulness in
marriage).

Such caution, when directed at newer
technology such as smartphones, does not
necessarily mean hostility. And it’s not a
blanket ban. We consider that tools, whether
simple or high tech, are used to build up the
community, advance our mission as a
church, and help individuals and families to
flourish: we have long used electricity, cars,
robotic welders, automated logistics
systems, and medical technology such as
diabetes monitors.

Despite this openness to positive uses of
technology, we’ve also drawn a number of
boundaries around technology we

choose not to use; these can strike
newcomers as fairly strict. These guidelines
aren’t moral judgments — we won’t tell you
you’re a bad person if you do these things —
but arise out of a communal sense that
certain technologies prevent flourishing
more than they help. When television came
along, we chose not to have TVs in our
family apartments. Members typically don’t
use social media, except for business or
outreach purposes (for example, to promote
this publication). Our kids don’t get
smartphones until they graduate high school.
Having chosen a life of voluntary poverty —
in the sense of having no personal spending
money and wanting to live simply — most
community members are little affected by
the technological consumerism that looms

84



https://www.bruderhof.com/

large in society, from online advertising to
gambling sites. It’s hard to make impulsive
Amazon purchases when you don’t have
your own money. For similar reasons, we
also generally aren’t early adopters of
personal tech, since we don’t choose our
own devices (so no chance of picking up
that latest Apple gadget unless you can make
a case to your fellow members that you
actually need it).

The Siren in our pockets was adversely
affecting many forms of creative
contribution to community and society.

Even where we welcome technology for its
efficiency, we’ve learned to appreciate that it
can be healthy to give it a rest now and then.
We may use automatic dishwashers after a
communal meal for two to three hundred
people, but we’ll also fill up a large sink,
surround it with four or five men, and tackle
the pitchers and serving bowls. (There are
memorable conversations to be had while

scrubbing out pans.) Other times we’ll get
out shovels and wheelbarrows for

landscaping rather than using a tractor, for
no other reason than that it’s good to get
your hands dirty and your muscles tired
while working together with others.

We thought we had a pretty grounded and
effective approach — until the pandemic
struck. Like many churches, we rolled out
infrastructure and devices during the various
lockdowns of 2020 and 2021 so church
services and members’ meetings could be
held online, and so that many of us could
work from home. The Bruderhof’s high
schools issued tablets to accommodate
virtual learning. Prior to that, few residential
apartments had Wi-Fi, and less than a
quarter of adults had smartphones. Of
course, the technology had upsides — it
enabled us to keep connected, united in
prayer and mutual support, through some
difficult months.

But as the pandemic receded and in-person
meals, meetings, and work resumed, the
phones, tablets, laptops, and Wi-Fi stayed.

How much the ground shifted during those
trying months only became clear a couple of
years later. Within our close-knit
communities, we began to notice that it
seemed to be more difficult to hold
conversations without interruption.
Communal meals and meetings were
interrupted by unsilenced phones. Work-life
balance seemed out of whack in many
families, with more parents working from
home at odder hours. More personal
technology was available to children, and
families found themselves watching more
movies and sports and playing fewer board
games and less pitch-and-catch. Although
the beginning of the pandemic had brought a
renewed interest in crafts, hobbies, baking,
and music, those heady DIY vibes seemed to
have faded, a worrying trend in a church
community that has always held practical
creativity in high regard.

We realized that we were at risk of losing a
valuable portion of the face-to-face
interactions that are essential to the
Bruderhof’s way of life. We were reminded
that tech is not in fact neutral: It can be a
passive hindrance to community by stealing
our time. And it can also be an actively
destructive force — not just among teenagers,
but among people of any age.

This, of course, is not a problem unique to
the Bruderhof. Over the past decade,
research featured by writers including Jean
Twenge, Nicholas Carr, Cal Newport, and
most recently Jonathan Haidt has shown the
grave costs of the introduction of
smartphones and social media, and these
costs appear to be highest for children and
adolescents. Haidt’s book The Anxious
Generation (March 2024) lays out starkly
troubling trends: drastic increases in anxiety,
depression, and suicide. “By a variety of
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measures and in a variety of countries, the
members of Generation Z (born in and after
1996) are suffering from anxiety, depression,
self-harm, and related disorders at levels
higher than any other generation for which
we have data,” he notes. We were simply
seeing the evidence of what such authors
have long argued: phones are bad for our
mental and physical health. The Siren in our
pockets was adversely affecting many forms
of creative contribution to community and
society. In addition, more members found
themselves struggling with temptations to
pornography and excessive gaming, which
are more accessible through personal tech.

Many of us sensed that as late adopters we
were actually worse than some others at
setting boundaries for tech use and realized
that we needed to put the brakes on.

There was broad (though not universal)
consensus in our communities that the
growth of personal tech had become a
serious problem. According to the rule of
our common life, it was up to the body of
members to find a solution. One such
possible solution, which some were eager
for, would have been to develop strict new
rules to apply to each of our communities to
combat perceived misuses of technology.
Since we make decisions unanimously, this
would have meant members agreeing on
limitations that everyone would be expected
to accept and uphold.

We chose not to take this path, which would
inevitably involve a degree of legalism and
rigidity. It would not be in keeping with our
identity as a community founded on trusting
and honest relationships rather than enforced
conformity. Instead, a team of pastors
(including myself) and IT professionals
assembled to address issues and bring
forward solutions. We went in knowing we
could not roll back the clock, but we were
willing to see how we could become more

disciplined and intentional about our use of
personal technology.

We realize better today than we did two
years ago that we should be too busy caring
for our neighbors to spend excessive time
online.

In turn, we reported to our congregations
about the problems we saw and asked them
too to have discussions and help come up
with practical suggestions. In these
meetings, rather than focusing on the “evils”
of smartphones and social media, we looked
for specific, achievable solutions to
problems like a dearth of connection or a
rise in loneliness. Members came up with
guidelines for appropriate phone use in
various communal settings, to reestablish
some basic social norms. Our emphasis was
not on controlling each other but on mutual
accountability, on nurturing the positive
vision of what community is for, and letting
personal tech find its place within that.

The proposed guidelines, which have been
adopted with varying degrees of enthusiasm,
included suggestions around how and when
earbuds should be worn in communal
workplaces such as workshops, kitchens, or
gardens so that real conversations could
flourish instead of everyone listening to their
podcast of choice, and the expectation that
we wouldn’t check our phones during
communal gatherings. And while it need not
be strict, we realized we would all benefit
from some form of Sabbath observance,
where it’s expected you won t answer calls,
texts, or emails on Sunday.

Some things, however, were stricter: we
reaffirmed our stance on not providing
smartphones for kids before high school
graduation, and on avoiding personal social
media use. In cases where a social media
app might be necessary, the users have to
make their case: for example, some of our
college students might need a certain app to
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receive their homework assignments. A
sports team may arrange practice on a social
media page; artists, photographers, and
potters may use Instagram to showcase their
work. Several community schools decided
that teachers being on their phones was an
issue of child safety, so they now have staff
turn off their phones while teaching. By no
means are we the only ones to do this. I
recently visited a church in Spain where the
kids’ room had a prominent sign on the door
saying: “Absolutely no use of your mobile
device when caring for our children!”

Our team also educated ourselves more fully
on dangerous aspects of technology, such as
the effect of social media on teens’ mental
well-being, and made ourselves available as
a resource to parents who might wish to
have these discussions with their high-
school or university-age children but feel
unequipped. And for young adults, we
renewed our emphasis on coaching them to
learn to use tech well, since it’s inevitable
that they’ll be using it. As with much of life,
our attitude to personal technology requires
a balancing act; like so many people these
days, we are trying to find the right place for
it. Our conversations and adjustments to
tech use are ongoing.

We continue to ask ourselves what it means
to be countercultural. From the early church
on, followers of Christ have been out of step
with the world; in fact, the gospel demands
it. Yes, it can be hard, but maybe that’s the
point. “We live amid a carnival of
distractions, and we have to daily wage war

Andrew Zimmerman

on the sin in our hearts that wants to yank us
away from the kingdom purposes we find in
our faith,” writes Chris Martin in his
excellent book The Wolf'in Their Pockets.
“This is why we need the community of
brothers and sisters in Christ, to help us
walk the narrow path when we’d rather just
g0 our own way.”

As often as we stumble off the narrow path,
we try to stumble back on again. To return to
the “handy garage” experiment that emerged
in my small community: as far as I know it
has not been adopted by any other
Bruderhof, but because it arose as a result of
our discussions here, it was meaningful to
us. It changed our habits enough that we
were able to put the literal parking of the
phones on pause, for now.

As new developments in tech continue to
present new challenges, we’re committed to
finding a healthy approach together. Most of
us realize better today than we did two years

ago that we should be too busy caring for
our neighbors to spend excessive time
online.

“Do not be conformed to this world,” Paul
tells the Romans — and us — “but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind.”
The distractions of viral trends, news alerts,
and targeted advertising tend to conform us
to what the rest of society wants.
Transforming our minds is a lot harder. And
even legitimate work-related tech use can
pull our focus away from our brothers and
sisters, and from God. But together we can
overcome this pull, and I believe we will.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/life/technology/taming-tech-in-community
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Writings of Saints Reveal First Mentions of King Arthur

The legend of King Arthur owes much to the efforts of religious scholars such as Nennius and St. Gildas.
Their writings blend the sacred with the heroic.

King Arthur is surely among the most iconic
figures in British folklore. His story first
comes to our attention through the writings
of early saints and monks. Interestingly,
Arthur’s name does not appear in the earliest
accounts, but his legend is woven into the
fabric of historical and mythological
narrative through the works of devout men
who chronicled the tumultuous times of
early Britain.

The first explicit mention of King Arthur by
name is found in the Historia Brittonum,
written around 820 by the monk Nennius.
Nennius’ text is crucial, as it consolidates
various oral traditions and earlier writings
into a coherent narrative that includes Arthur
as a formidable warrior and leader. But who
was this monk, and what inspired him to
document such legends?

Nennius was a 9th-century Welsh monk.
Little is known about his life, and some
consider him to be yet another legend. It is
said that he was a student of Elvodugus —
the famed Welsh bishop Elfodd of Bangor.
Nennius’ Historia Brittonum reflects the
historical and cultural milieu of post-Roman
Britain, a period marked by invasions and
political instability. Nennius’ intention was
probably to provide a record of British
history that would inspire and instruct his
contemporaries and future generations.
His compilation includes not only the deeds
of Arthur, but also a broader historical
account of Britain from a distinctly Christian
perspective.

But the groundwork for Nennius’ work was
laid by earlier scholars, most notably St.
Gildas. St. Gildas was a 6th-century British
cleric and missionary known for his

work De Excidio et Conquestu

Britanniae (“On the Destruction and
Conquest of Britain”). Gildas’

account, while not mentioning Arthur by
name, describes the chaotic and violent
period following the departure of the Roman
legions from Britain. He does speak, though,
of a heroic leader who rallied the Britons
against the invading Saxons — a figure who
closely resembles later depictions of Arthur.

One of earliest British historians

St. Gildas, born around 500, was one of the
earliest British historians, and a prominent
figure in the Christian Church. He was a
pious monk and a scholar dedicated to
preserving the history of his people. His
writings were deeply influenced by his
religious beliefs, and aimed to call his fellow
Britons to moral righteousness.

Even if historically inaccurate (because of
their blending of myth, history, and
hagiography), the accounts of these early
saints and monks are invaluable. They
provide not only historical data, but also a
window into the values and beliefs of
early medieval Christianity in

Britain. Their works were driven by a desire
to document divine providence in human
affairs, and to offer moral lessons through
the lens of history.

In short, the legend of King Arthur owes
much to the efforts of religious scholars
such as Nennius and St. Gildas. Their
writings blend the sacred with the heroic
to create a narrative that has captured the
imagination for centuries. Through their
pious scholarship, the figure of Arthur
emerged from the mists of legend into the
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annals of recorded history, embodying the
virtues and struggles of early Christian
Britain.

Daniel Esparaza
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Catholic Scientists Promote Harmony of Faith and Science

At the seventh conference of the Society for Catholic Scientists, attendees argued against the notion that
faith and science are incompatible.

The Society for Catholic Scientists has
gathered for its seventh conference, drawing
more than 100 Catholics in the field of
science from around the world. The event,
held at the University of St. Mary of the
Lake in early June, saw these scientists
forge connections, express their Catholic
faith, and learn from one another’s
experiences.

According to Chicago Catholic, the Society
for Catholic Scientists was formed in 2016
by Stephen M. Barr, who serves as the
organization’s president, and five

others. The goal of the organization is to
highlight the compatibility between faith
and science, while spurring comradery
between scientists of faith.

The former is perhaps the more pressing
issue, as recent surveys have estimated

that some 70% of young Catholics
perceive faith and science as
contradictory. In addition, there is a notion
held within a portion of the scientific
community that the simultaneous belief in
God and science is impossible.

The latter goal is no less important,
however, as opinions within the industry can
often leave Catholic scientists feeling as
though they must walk a tightrope,
balancing their professional and faith lives.
Barr, who is a professor emeritus in the
Department of Physics and Astronomy at the
University of Delaware, noted that the
fellowship is a support system for Catholic
scientists who often feel “isolated” or as
though “they also are invisible.” He
commented to Chicago Catholic:

“People rarely hear from scientists who are
believers,” Barr said. “We want to witness to
the scientific community and to the world at
large that there are many scientists who are
believers. Be a place where Catholic
scientists can interact with each other.”

God's two books

Barr pointed toward the ancient Catholic
stimulus of scientific discovery and
advancement. He suggested that “God
wrote two books," namely the book of
Scripture and the "book of nature," and that
scientists of faith can learn of God from
both.

This year’s conference was held without a
theme, but there were a variety of
presentations on topics including artificial
intelligence, evolution, mathematics, adult
conversion, and philosophy.

The topic of mathematics was particularly
interesting, led by a talk from Martin Nowak
titled “Does Evolution Lead to God?”

Nowak noted that mathematics is an
avenue for understanding truth and has
been gifted to us by God. This led him to
argue that science requires mathematics to
find and express truth, but mathematics does
not need science to do the same.

“All understanding is ultimately
mathematical,” Nowak said. “The thought of
God is the most mathematical thought. God
has given us to understand some aspects of
this mathematics.”
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Why So Much Ado About the Ten Commandments

It’s not just that the Ten Commandments are
tainted because of their historical religious
origins. They’re even more dangerous
because they question the dictatorship of
relativism that has increasingly dominated
American education.

Governor Jeff Landry’s signing of the law
requiring Louisiana public school
classrooms to display the text of the Ten
Commandments once again brings together
a volatile combination: religion and schools.
It’s already generating a collective
meltdown on the Left.

Contrary to the simplistic way the
mainstream press will likely feature the
problem (“Is there ‘separation of church and
state’ or not?”") a critical observer will find
multiple layers of issues among the
questions the new law poses.

They can be grouped into three big clusters:
law and religion, the nature of public
schools, and assumptions about morality.

Law and religion

To start by invoking the First Amendment—
especially caricatures of the First
Amendment as protecting

Americans from religion—might already be
jumping the gun. Before we get to 1791 and
the Bill of Rights, we need to go back—

much further back—to, say, about 1200 B.C.

and the Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments are laws. They
originate in and have a religious context—
they are part of the expectations God had
towards Israel as expressed in his Covenant
with Israel, where “you will be my people
and I will be your God” (Ex 6:7). So, no
doubt, the Commandments consciously

intend to express God’s expectations of his
people.

At the same time, they are not just religious
conditions for Israel. When, in his letter to
the Romans, St. Paul wants to make the
argument that all men do evil and all are
sinners (a proposition empirical experience
seems to demonstrate quite well, even
without the corroboration of revelation) he
faces a problem. One could say Israel did
evil because it was the explicit recipient of
those Commandments. It could, therefore,
be accused of knowing them, but violating
them. But how could one make a similar
claim of, say, Rufus the Roman, who never
heard of Moses or his tablets?

Paul is undeterred, arguing that what Israel
received in divine revelation, everyman
receives in “the law written on men’s hearts”
(Rom 2:15). It is a law every man is

aware he has at one time violated. He is
aware because every man has the experience
of obligation (“I ought to do X,” “I ought
not to do Y”) yet he also experiences his
betrayal of obligation (“I did what I ought
not to have done,” “I did not do what I
should have”). As these experiences are the
lot of everyman (i.e., every man experiences
guilt), one can only explain it as man is
accountable to a law of which he is not the
author. As the young Karol Wojtyta argued
in his analysis of the human experience of
obligation, man is not the author of that law
because, if he was, he could dispense
himself. He could waive the duty. But he
finds he cannot. The persistence of that
sense of guilt indicates that what he violated
was more than just his own, self-imposed
expectations.

That law “written on the heart” is natural
law, the universal human awareness that “I
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ought to do good and avoid evil.” But that
awareness is not limited to just that very
abstract principle. It does not take a refined
moral genius to conclude that “evil” acts
include things like killing, lying, being
unfaithful (or wanting to if [ could get away
with it), and stealing (or wanting to, if I
could pull it off). The natural awareness of
the status, role, and work of parents leads
without too much mental strain to the
conclusion that mothers and fathers should
be honored. You’ve basically got the second
tablet of the Ten Commandments—
Commandments [V-X—right there.

But what about that first tablet, the one
about man’s relationship to God? Is that an
optional extra, limited only to those
recipients who respond in faith to God’s
revelation? No. Years ago, philosopher J.
Budziszewski wrote a book, titled What We
Can’t Not Know: A Guide, in which, among
other things, he makes the point that the first
tablet is not discretionary. Man has a natural
knowledge of God. The God who causes,
designs, orders, grades, and moves the
spheres may not clearly be the God of
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, but he’s not
non-existent—He who Isn’t—either. Man’s
natural knowledge of God prompts him to
an awareness of something beyond himself.
An honest man must admit he is not—even
if he wants to be—his own Alpha and
Omega.

Likewise, man’s own life prioritizations
point to an awareness of a supreme being or
value. As philosopher Zbigniew Stawrowski
argues, every man has someone or
something that is his absolute, that stands in
first place and to which all else in his life is
ordered. It may be the God of Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob. It may be other “gods”
besides Yahweh. It may even be one’s self. It
may even be one’s absolute commitment to
relativism. However you slice it, though,
there is one principle around which a man

orders everything else. That is his god. It
may be the True God or it may be an idol,
but the “god” principle is unavoidable.
There’s really no such thing as an atheist.

If man’s natural knowledge, however
inchoate, points him to something or
someone beyond himself, and his actions
and experience show he cannot avoid having
an Ultimate, the first tablet of the Ten
Commandments cannot be broken

off without doing damage to man's own
reality as a creature, as Budziszewski notes.
Man can only try to flee the Ultimate
question at the cost of denying some of his
most primordial knowledge and experience,
i.e., at the price of warping himself.

So, Commandments I-III also form a part of
natural human knowledge.

What the Ten Commandments write
naturally into everyman’s heart are not
esoteric doctrines. They are the most
fundamental principles of truth and justice
that undergird every positive human law,
that provide the spine to every human legal
system. That’s why we cannot simply write
off the Ten Commandments as a set of
sectarian moral rules and jump immediately
to the First Amendment to dispatch them.
The Commandments came in but do not
presuppose particular revelation: “thou shalt
not kill” does not entail a specific and
sectarian revelation like “thou shalt make a
pilgrimage to Mecca once in one’s lifetime,
if possible.”

I make that comparison not to depreciate
Islam but to insist that the Ten
Commandments, though they originated in a
Jewish cradle and are part of the Judaeo-
Christian heritage, are not particular
revelations limited to one religion in the
same way as, say, the Five Pillars of Islam.
In that sense, although the Ten
Commandments originate in a particular
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religious context, they are arguably a
universal revelation to everyone.

And that fact is why, contrary to the “all
religions are the same” crowd, that we
cannot simply thrust the Ten
Commandments and select Analects and a
sampling of Upanishads and say, “take your
pick in the comparative religion buffet.”
Neither do they have the same total
universality nor the same foundational role
in making American culture what it is. To
lump it all together is as dishonest as

the caricatures of Christmas Nativity
scenes featuring, in the name of “inclusion,”
the Baby Jesus being adored by Santa Claus
while the Three Kings try to park their
camels next to the reindeers by the light of a
crescent moon and Star of David. The only
place that mishmash makes any sense is on
some liberals’ cars’ bumper stickers.

Given the foundational nature of the
Commandments, it’s always why
postmodern attempts to amputate Western
legal traditions from their Judaeo-Christian
roots—e.g., the attempts of the EU Treaties
to claim beings heirs of Athens and Rome
while pretending Jerusalem never
happened—are likewise false. It is also why
attempts to torture the First Amendment—
historically demonstrable to have been
written to protect religion in its public “free
exercise,” not a guarantee of

freedom from and public banishment of
religion—are wrongheaded. Happily, the
Supreme Court seems to be in the process of
retreating from such an understanding,
though the pullback clearly stokes some
elites’ anxieties.

Now we can get to the First Amendment.
Aware that the Ten Commandments were
not just “some” set of religious rules the
Founders intended to measure against the
Constitution as much as the values axis on
which they saw their world and constructed
the Constitution, we come to see how risible

is the idea that the Constitution should be
invoked to stifle their public presentation
and discussion. It’s particularly ludicrous
that attempts to suppress the Ten
Commandments invoke the First
Amendment in which—as Richard John
Neuhaus never failed to point out—the first
right listed in the First Amendment

is freedom of religion.

The paradox is compounded when the
Amendment that both protects freedom of
religion and guarantees freedom of speech is
then invoked to gag public talk about the
Ten Commandments. The irony is finally
multiplied when we remember, as has just
been pointed out, that the principles of the
Ten Commandments are accessible to
everyman independently of particular
revelation. If those basic principles of
natural law are naturally knowable, why
should their public discussion be suppressed
because of some imagined guilt-by-
religious-association?

The nature of public schools

Louisiana’s law does not just implicate
religion. It questions the nature of the public
school classroom at a moment its identity is
under great pressure, to the fear of certain of
its partisans. The post-COVID_ascendance
of the “parent’s revolution,” asking why if
education is for all children that educational
funding is monopolized by some schools,
has questioned the privileged status the
public school has enjoyed. That pressure is
compounded by parents intent on wresting
back—even if Merrick Garland thinks
they’re “domestic terrorists”—the right to
set their children’s moral and values
perspectives, no matter what woke social
engineers using the public school system
want.

Contrary to the bill of goods publicly sold
by its partisans, various scholars have
argued that the American public school has
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never been the neutral public space its
proponents claimed. Sure, they said public
schools promoted a “common American
vision and identity,” but

that Weltanschauung was hardly alien to
what the American elite of the moment
prized. For a long time, it was the guarantor
of that peculiar Protestant mishmash called
“American civil religion.” With the arrival
of John Dewey, it became the experimental
lab for all kinds of pedagogical fashions
(that usually resulted in more educationally
stunted students).

Today, the public school has become ground
zero for “Dear Colleague” instructions that
advance the latest of the woke agenda in all
its transmutations.

But while all those philosophies and visions
were welcome in the American public
school classroom, the traditionally orthodox
Judaeo-Christian vision—the animating
principle of many if not most Americans—is
the one worldview guardians of the public
schools keep hermetically out with the
resoluteness of an East German border
guard. The “parent revolution” is calling that
shell game, which is why the contemporary
fight over who determines the educational
agenda is so joined. Those who have used
the American public school as their cultural
tool do not want to lose that power. And
that’s why the deplorables of Louisiana,
clinging to their Bibles, guns, shrimp po-
boys, and Ten Commandments, are seen as
such a danger.

It’s not just a question of whether the Ten
Commandments can hang in a classroom.
It’s a question of who will set what
worldview that guides what happens in that
classroom.

Reintroducing the Ten Commandments
poses a further question: why must we
pretend that the Bible, an arguably equally
formative force in American culture, should

be the only book banned in schools? Why
can a teacher read A/l Boys Aren't

Blue and Gender Queer but wouldn’t dare
quote Proverbs or Genesis?

Assumptions about morality

One reason the teacher wouldn’t dare quote
the Bible, and why the presence of the Ten
Commandments represents so mortal a
threat, is their head-on challenge to the
assumptions about the nature of morality
held by the elite and typically propagated in
the public school. The Ten Commandments
does not offer relativism. “Thou shalt not
...” period, is probably a novel ethical
concept to many students and perhaps not a
few teachers.

It is also an ethical concept that collides with
the “non-judgmental,” “inclusive,” “it
depends” morality often promoted in today’s
public schools, including by the
pornographic literature not banned in those
schools (although they can’t be read
verbatim at school board meetings). Kids
being bright, exposure to the morally
absolute vision of the Ten Commandments
likely will elicit the dread kid question:
“Why?” “Why do the Ten Commandments
say you can’t but Gender Queer says you
can?” “Why do I hear at home or in Sunday
School that I can’t do X but you’re saying I
should ‘explore’ my options?”” “Who am I
supposed to follow or believe?” “Why
shouldn’t I tell my parents about this?”

It’s not just that the Ten Commandments are
tainted because of their historical religious
origins. They’re even more dangerous
because they question the dictatorship of
relativism that has increasingly dominated
American education, a trend arguably
advancing in tandem with the replacement
of hard education by child warehouse social
engineering. That can only further expose
and intensify parental opposition to what




they have been seeing and don’t like in ook
today’s schools.

Set against these perspectives, it’s apparent
And if the Ten Commandments become why the kinetic potential of the Ten
“Institutionalized furniture” in the Commandments in the public school
classroom, they run the risk of getting at classroom are seen as such threats. There’s
least some students to keep those ethical just so much at stake—on all sides—in what
questions on the permanent agenda. That they represent and what they could

could be very dangerous. engender.

John M. Grondelski, Ph.D.
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commandments/



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/21/why-so-much-ado-about-the-ten-commandments/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/21/why-so-much-ado-about-the-ten-commandments/

Is There a Satanic Element in Rock Music? An Expert Explains

Claudia Caneva, an Italian professor at the
Roma Tre University, gave a presentation
recently on “Music and Satanism” in the
course “Exorcism and Deliverance Prayer”
that was held in the Italian capital and
sponsored by the Pontifical Athenaeum
Regina Apostolorum and the Italian
Socioreligious Research and Information
Group.

Speaking with ACI Prensa, CNA’s Spanish-
language news partner, Caneva warned
about the influence that rock music and
other subgenres such as heavy metal, death
metal, or death rock have on the behavior of
youth, mere “victims” of a cultural industry
produced by the “adult world.”

Caneva, who is also a professor at the
Institute of Sciences of the Pontifical
Lateran University and the Salesian
University of Rome, has been studying for
years how artistic products influence the
behavior of young people.

An author of books on the incitement of the
contemporary imagination or on the
relationship between music and philosophy,
Caneva asserted that this type of music is
harmful and can even “physiologically alter
adolescents.”

“Demonic influence through music, a choice
vehicle of dissemination, is a phenomenon
to which we must be very attentive,” she
warned.

The professor also stated that heavy metal,
“which has a very piercing sound that
envelops young people,” has become an
object of study and is a topic “that is
currently of interest to experts and
researchers.”

In this regard, she recalled the case of the
Italian Davide Canotti, a former follower of
Marco Dimitri’s Satanic sect known as
“Satan’s Children,” which was founded in
1982 in Bologna, Italy.

Canotti, Caneva noted, was interrogated by
the police after he had desecrated several
ossuaries in cemeteries in Italy and stolen
bones of buried children.

“In his response to the authorities, he said
that he had never taken drugs and that his
only drug was music,” the expert pointed
out. The man claimed that he listened to
black metal groups in whose songs they
even invited people to “destroy the
tombstones and break the crosses.”

Young people, the main victims

According to Caneva, this is just one
example of how Satanism is present in this
type of music, which from the beginning
stirs up a certain type of behavior and
“induces certain emotions” in a person.

She also pointed out that music albums
include subliminal invocations to Satan,
although she clarified that “if you listen to it,
it’s not an inevitable result that the devil is
inside you.”

However, the professor noted that many
exorcisms that are carried out are due to the
victims listening to these types of songs.

“I believe that young people are victims of
this situation, and I always ask myself: Who
produces these things? Who controls them?
Why are certain things allowed?” she
lamented.

Along these lines, Caneva made reference to
the phenomenon called “mirror neurons,” a
relevant discovery of neuroscience used in
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the educational field that explains how
neurons have a behavior similar to that of a
mirror.

This dynamic shows “that the action we
observe in another individual is reflected in
our brain, making neurons play a decisive
role in our behaviors.”

Consequently, she warned that “music is not
just music, music is a show, it’s a
performance,” and young people are
“victims of those who produce it.”

The fundamental role of parents

Caneva stressed to ACI Prensa the
importance that parents play in this area and
in their role in forming their children.
“Parents are educators and must be attentive,
initiate a conversation with young people,
fostering maturity.”

“Young people are very sensitive to
neuroendocrine dynamics, and especially in

adolescence, where they experience a
hormonal explosion, loaded with
aggressiveness and emotional affectivity,”
she said.

She also reiterated that prohibiting this type
of music “is of no use,” but rather it’s a
process requiring a serious effort and
working on awareness to make young
people see that this type of music “can have
very negative consequences.”

Almudena Martinez-Bordiu

Caneva also cited the musical subgenre of
Trap and other sectors of the industry such
as video games or television series, which
lead to “negative emotions, aggressiveness,
and restlessness.”

The purpose? Hopeless and manipulable
youth

Regarding the purpose pursued by a large
part of the current industry, the Italian expert
said that they seek “a lack of hope that
destroys young people, to make them
insecure and to be able to manipulate them.”

“In television series they propose
‘antiheroes’ as role models. Young people
are the future and Satanism is not only found
in music, those who engender war or who
exploit the poor at work are also Satanic,”
she emphasized.

Finally, Caneva noted that if you look at the
album covers or posters of this type of
musical group, Satanism “is easily
identifiable.”

“But remember that Lucifer was the most
beautiful of the angels on the throne of ice,
and ice means indifference, something that
this industry also aims to do, to make young
people become cold and indifferent people,”
she concluded.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/21/is-there-a-satanic-element-in-rock-music-an-
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8™"-Grade Patients Take End-Of-Year Exams at Bambino Gesu

In order to prevent student-patients from being
held back a year, the Pope's Hospital has offered
educational services for nearly 50 years.

Some of the young patients at Bambino
Gesu Pediatric Hospital, also called the
Pope’s Hospital, recently took a break
from medical testing to take the necessary
tests for the end of the school year. The
hospital reported that they held testing for
10 eighth-grade students at two different
locations.

While Bambino Gesu is a place of healing,
the hospital recognizes that illness is not the
only pitfall for children who have to spend
extended time in a sickbed. It’s always the
goal for children to beat their illness and
return to their normal lives, but missing so
much school can lead to being held back a
year and this can take a psychological toll
on the Kkids.

Bambino Gesu has recognized this fact for
nearly 50 years, and it led the hospital to
start offering such school exams back in the
1975-1976 school year. Today the program
is run in four locations — the offices of
Gianicolo, Palidoro, Passoscuro, and Santa
Marinella — offering the service to children
from primary school right through high
school. The whole arrangement is made
possible thanks to some 72 Italian
teachers who serve as tutors and proctor the
exams.

J-P Mauro

Lucia Celesti, one of the head doctors of
Bambino Gesu, explained that the hospital’s
scholastic offerings are an integral part of
the treatment of their child patients:

“The routine of access to the lessons and the
interaction with the teachers strengthens the
will to heal and consolidates the psycho-
physical balance. It is very important to
ensure the children have continuity in their
studies which allows them, when they leave
hospital, not to lose their bond with their
classmates."

Bedside teachers

The hospital explained in a press release
that much of the work of the teachers is
done at the bedside of their student-
patients, while children who are well
enough can meet for lessons in small groups.
Teachers coordinate their lessons with each
student’s school in order to create a
personalized path to catch up on all they had
missed.

Those children and young people who are in
long-term care require a little more

attention. With these students, such as the
eighth graders who recently took their
exams, more regular evaluation procedures —
such as checks and tests — are carried out. It
is estimated that 4,000 students were
served by the educational efforts of
Bambino Gesu in the 2023-2024 school
year.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/21/8th-grade-patients-take-end-of-year-exams-at-bambino-gesu



https://aleteia.org/2024/02/21/bambino-gesu-marks-100-years-as-the-popes-hospital
https://aleteia.org/2024/02/21/bambino-gesu-marks-100-years-as-the-popes-hospital
https://aleteia.org/2024/06/21/8th-grade-patients-take-end-of-year-exams-at-bambino-gesu

Catholic Sociologist’s Book Stirs Debate Over the Value of Marriage

Brad Wilcox’s Get Married: Why Americans
Must Defy the Elites, Forge Strong Families,
and Save Civilization has been criticized by
mainstream outlets even while data indicates
the solid nature of his arguments.

A recent book from a Catholic sociologist
has stirred intense debate over its argument
that marriage remains the quickest path to
financial success and happiness for
Americans.

Brad Wilcox argues in Get Married: Why
Americans Must Defy the Elites, Forge
Strong Families, and Save

Civilization (HarperCollins, 2024) that tying
the knot protects people from loneliness
with human connection, gives them the
meaning of living for someone else, and
provides more financial stability than
staying single.

A professor at the University of Virginia,
Wilcox’s book presents research showing
that religious believers, conservatives, Asian
Americans, and the upwardly mobile have
the strongest marriages. It also points out the
hypocrisy of America’s left-leaning elites
living conventional married lives, even as
they praise the freedom of single life for
poorer adults.

“It is no accident that elite families have
emerged relatively unscathed from the
economic and cultural transformations of the
last four decades, while families lower down
the economic ladder, especially in working-
and middle-class communities, have lost
tremendous ground,” Mr. Wilcox writes.

Some scholars have pushed back on the
book. They contend that most Americans
with humble incomes lack the emotional,
intellectual, and financial resources to profit
from matrimony.

“Ethnographic studies indicate, for example,
that the most common reasons unmarried
women are no longer with the fathers of
their children are the men’s violent behavior,
infidelity and substance abuse,” Eleanor
Brown of Fordham University, June
Carbone of the University of Minnesota, and
Naomi Cahn of the University of

Virginia wrote The Conversation, a
nonprofit trade publication.

“Moreover, income volatility
disproportionately affects parents who don’t
go to college,” added the three law
professors, who specialize in poverty issues.
“So while they may have more money to
invest in children together than apart, when
one of these parents experiences a
substantial drop in income, the other parent
may have to decide whether to support the
partner or the children on what is often a
meager income.”

Brown, Carbonne, and Cahn noted that Mr.
Wilcox’s work joins economist Melissa
Kearney’s recent book The Twvo-Parent
Privilege in supporting the idea of right-
leaning enthusiasts that getting hitched
creates better-adjusted children and prevents
poverty.

Despite decades of federal programs
promoting marriage, they point out that
“nearly 30% of U.S. children live in single-
parent homes today, compared with 10% in
1965.”

“The Biden administration’s child tax credit
expansion included in the American Rescue
Plan Act 0of 2021 helped cut the child
poverty rate—after accounting for
government assistance—to a record low that
year,” the professors write. “It did more to
address child poverty than marriage
promotion efforts have ever done.”
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Mr. Wilcox said that while he conceded their
point that a more generous child tax credit
would help families, it does not come close
to “the financial and practical benefit” of
having a second parent in the home. He
pointed to decades-old statistical trends
showing that the children of two-parent
households are more likely to graduate and
lead stable working lives.

“No government program will come close to
having a second parent in the home, both
financially and practically,” Mr. Wilcox told
Catholic World Report in an email.

“This is the point of marriage: it increases
the odds that children have the benefit of
remaining connected day-in-day-out to both
of their parents and the full financial
resources of both their parents,” he added.
“So we should advance policies that
reinforce the economic, cultural, and legal
value of marriage to reduce the odds that
kids are raised in a non-intact family.”

In the book, Wilcox cites a 2021 survey that
found more than one in ten unmarried
Americans earning less than $50,000 a year
cited the loss of government benefits as a
reason for avoiding marriage. He noted that
liberal tax and welfare policies penalize
marriage, making it “financially costly for
ordinary couples” to marry.

“Today, marriage penalties fall hardest on
working-and-middle-class families, with
incomes falling between about $35,000 and
$65,000,” he notes. “They often rob such
families of between 10 and 30 percent of
their household income.”

Since hitting shelves in February, Mr.
Wilcox’s book has stirred a lively
conversation in The Atlantic, the Wall Street
Journal, the Free Press, New York Times,
and Catholic News Agency, among other
platforms.

In a Wall Street Journal column, Meghan
Cox Gurdon called the book “an urgent
polemic that marshals anecdote, testimony
and social-science data to make the case for
wedlock in a culture increasingly averse to
it.”

She pointed out several examples from the
book of the popular consensus against
marriage.

One article in the New York Times praised
the “freedom, personal control and self-
realization” of single life, while The Atlantic
published a piece called “The Case Against
Marriage” and Time magazine ran a story
called “Having It All Without Having
Children.”

In the book, Wilcox also pushes back on an
unlikely but growing consensus against
marriage between the alt-right men’s
movement and liberal feminists. While the
men’s movement sees marriage as sapping
masculinity, feminists worry that it
constrains women’s freedom.

The book arrives as marriage rates remain
near all-time lows and the national birth rate
has plunged to its lowest level in more than
100 years.

In November, the Census Bureau predicted
for the first time that the U.S. population
will shrink. The agency said COVID-19
deaths, falling birth rates, and an aging
populace will reduce the population from a
new high of nearly 370 million residents in
2080 to 360 million by 2100, barring higher
immigration numbers.

On April 25, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported that the national
birth rate last year slid to a new low in data
going back to 1920.

The federal agency’s provisional analysis of
birth certificates tallied almost 3.6 million
newborns in 2023, down 2% from 2022.




Among women of childbearing age, the
CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics
found the general fertility rate was 54.4
births per 1,000 women, down 3% from
2022.

Mr. Wilcox argues that marriage does more
than shore up the nation’s population,
however.

He cites research showing that marriage
makes men less likely to engage in risky
behavior or commit suicide. The same
research shows that marriage and
motherhood make women less likely to take
their lives.

Emphasizing that marriage benefits men
more than women, he also notes that
marriage can motivate the growing number
of working-age men without stable
employment. He points out that the

percentage of men aged 25-55 who were not

Sean Salai

working full time rose from 16% in 1975 to
20% in 2019, according to federal statistics.

To illustrate his points, Mr. Wilcox describes
several anonymous case studies of real
couples, including a pair of Catholic spouses
he calls “Jon” and “Maria.”

“The faith that Jon and Maria share supplies
the nomos, the norms, and the network to
buffer them from the stresses and
temptations that can end a military
marriage,” Wilcox writes.

On a personal note, the author told CWR
that having several children with his wife
means he is “never bored.”

“Social connections and norms protect
people,” Mr. Wilcox said. “Married parents
have fuller schedules than their single,
childless peers.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/20/catholic-sociologists-book-stirs-debate-over-

the-value-of-marriage/



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/20/catholic-sociologists-book-stirs-debate-over-the-value-of-marriage/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/20/catholic-sociologists-book-stirs-debate-over-the-value-of-marriage/

How To Transform Your Home into A Sacramental

We all desire that our homes be places of peace, joy, and healing. Here are some simple steps to help
make your home a place of holiness.

Wow, your home has such a great aura! You
can feel the love and happiness here!” An
acquaintance had stopped by my house to
pay me for babysitting. I was probably 13 at
the time. While I wouldn’t have phrased it
that way, I agreed with her. Family
breakfasts at the kitchen table, summer
picnics in the backyard, birthday parties all
crescendoing to the cutting of a beautifully
decorated cake at the dining room table —
those times within those specific walls have
made me who I am today.

Home as a place of peace, joy, and healing

I’ve been reflecting on how the physical
places I lived growing up were not just good
places and happy memories, but how they
were actual channels of grace in my life. A
book I read for a recent family

retreat, Home by Marilynne Robinson,
sparked some of these thoughts. In it, the
patriarch of a large family still lives in the
house he raised his children in. As his adult
children come back to visit, the memories
evoked by the space enable reconciliation
and the healing of past hurts.

I want my current home to be a place of
peace and joy so that maybe now or
sometime in the future it can also be a place
of healing for those who enter it. Did you
have that growing up? Either in your own
house, or the house of a friend? A place
where when you entered the door, you felt
free and known and safe? A place perhaps
where it was easier to choose to do the right
thing because you knew there was
unconditional love but also standards to live
up to?

A sacramental detour

Let’s detour a bit quickly and talk about
sacramentals. Sacramentals help prepare our
souls to receive grace and make different
ordinary life occasions holy. (CCC 1667)
So, a scapular is a sacramental, as is holy
water, as is a blessing.

I’d like to argue that you can help make
your whole home a sacramental, in that there
are many ways your home can become a
channel of grace.

Here are five examples of how you might do
that:

1 ASK A PRIEST TO BLESS YOUR
HOME

There is a blessing and scripture reading
especially for house blessings, and then the
priest will use holy water to bless either the
four corners of your house or go room to
room blessing each space.

2 PRAY DAILY IN YOUR HOME

By praying daily in your home, you and
your family can become channels of grace
for others. Having a designated space for
prayer, like a prayer table or corner, helps
with this. (This book has excellent tips on
how to create one).

3 PRACTICE HOSPITALITY IN YOUR
HOME

Every time you extend hospitality to
someone, that is an opportunity for a grace-
filled encounter. Think of Abraham
entertaining angels unbeknownst to him,
Elizabeth’s open door to her cousin Mary, or
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the innkeeper who finally gave Joseph and
his family a place to stay.

4 MAKE YOUR HOME
COMFORTABLE AND BEAUTIFUL

Beauty points us to God, and all of us can
create beauty in our home if we put in some
time and research. Have the comfort of those
around you in mind so that living life in
your home is intuitive and inviting. In your
decorating, remember to showcase what is
important to you as well as keeping your
space functional for others.

Cecilia Pigg

5 PUT A HOLY WATER FONT NEAR
YOUR DOOR

If keeping the font filled with holy water is
too much of a feat, or too much of a
temptation for small children (ask me how I
know), try putting blessed salt in it instead.
You can still make the sign of the cross with
blessed salt and it is less apt to get used up
quickly or sloshed out as water.

At the very least, and perhaps to the greatest
effect, your efforts of joyful sacrifice can
help prepare both you and those you
encounter to receive grace. Perhaps your
perseverance in the slog of daily love will
help someone discover the faithfulness of
God’s love.

https://aleteia.ore/2024/06/18/how-to-transform-your-home-into-a-sacramental
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Why Summer Is the Perfect Time to Press The “Family Reset” Button

Sometimes my kids need to see a different side of Mom. one who is more present.

My youngest likes to forget his shoes. On
our way to anywhere — generally when we
are going to arrive without a second to spare
— he will ask, “Do I need shoes for here?”
The answer is always yes, but that has yet to
stop him from skipping to the car in bare
feet — and not realizing this might be a
problem until we are nice and far from
home.

On one of our turn-around-because-there-
are-fewer-shoes-than-feet-in-the-car
evenings I was particularly cranky. You
know that mood when you’re moving fast
and talking fast and you lash out too easily
because you haven’t taken the time to
collect yourself and be present? That was
me. And if I were present I would probably
have noticed that someone wasn’t wearing
shoes and that barking orders wasn’t helping
us get out the door on time.

As I tossed shoes towards the back seat and
pulled out of our driveway for the
umpteenth time that day, my son asked a
question that immediately centered me.
“When soccer is over will it be time for
Mommy Week again?”

What you do when there’s nothing to do

Mommy Week happened last summer. When
we were finished with our school year, but
my husband was still strapped with a more-
than-full-time work schedule, I took the kids
to my parents’ cottage. Just the four kids and
me. [ was a little frightened about the drive
and the daunting task of entertaining four
demanding little people for five days
straight.

I shouldn’t have worried. They got along for
most of the car ride (at least that’s how |
remember it nearly a year later) and we

spent days going for walks and finding our
way to the bottom of the board game pile. I
burnt dinner and we laughed; we got stuck
in the muck trying to push off in a kayak and
we giggled. Once I completely
underestimated the length of time it took to
walk around the lake, so we made a
dramatic show of trekking home, the girls
complaining, my boys making them laugh
by pretending they saw a mirage of candy
stores giving everything away for free.

There were many “mom fails” on our little
week away, but I actually enjoyed them. We
all did. Without the need to rush anywhere
or remember shoes, my kids and I connected
in a way [ envy as I look back on it this busy
time of year.

I hadn’t intended to make Mommy Week a
yearly tradition, but my children have. They
love their sports and plays and music
lessons, sure, but they love board games and
lazy mornings and a mom that isn’t living by
the calendar just as much, if not more.

We are now one week from the beginning of
summer, and as I hear other families
scheduling their summer to pieces, I feel a
little twinge of doubt over cancelling the
majority of our activities. Do they need
more to do? Will they be behind in their
favorite activity in the fall without summer
practice? Will we all climb the walls and
drive each other crazy without planned
days?

But when that lingering doubt creeps in, I
think of my son, wiggling his feet into
forgotten shoes as I pull out of the driveway,
asking for more of me, even when I’m right
there.




We often hear people talk about how
important it is to “press the reset button,”
and I feel that reset button just as important
for kids as it is for us. In The Happy Kid
Handbook, Katie Hurley, a child and
adolescent psychotherapist, writes: “Kids
need time to be kids — to play, write, draw,
sing, dance, and be silly.” She goes on to
add, “Although kids might enjoy various
team sports and art classes, it’s essential to
provide them with plenty of downtime to
explore the world around them.”

Time out means restoring connections
that can fray during the busy school year

When we reset our cell phones or toys or big
screen televisions, there is often a message
to remind us that the device will return to
original factory settings. I like to think that’s
what we’re doing with our summer. As a

Jessica Watson

mother of kids far past their newborn days, I
think back to their infancies with fondness.
We were always curled up together, whether
I was lulling them to sleep or praying they
would be quiet long enough for me to
shower, there was a connection between us
that seems to stretch and strain as they grow.

I have always assumed my desire to return
my kids to their “factory settings” was mine
alone, but maybe it’s theirs too. Maybe the
best thing I can give them this summer is not
a schedule packed with activities but a
conscious effort to hand them more of me.
Whether in the form of a “Mommy Week”
away or simply asking how they would like
to spend their summer days, I plan to reset
us all this summer. And I don’t have a single
concern about pressing that button. In fact,
I’'m looking forward to it.

https://aleteia.org/2017/06/22/why-summer-is-the-perfect-time-to-press-the-family-reset-button
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Colorado Federal Court Rebuffs Anti-Catholic Directive Denying Preschool
Education

As difficult as it is to make sense of the
actions of Colorado state educational
officials in St. Mary Catholic Parish in
Littleton v. Roy, they clearly demonstrated
an unmistakable antipathy, even overt
hostility, toward the Catholic schools and
parents.

St. Mary Catholic Parish in Littleton v.
Roy is another win, albeit a narrow one, for
religious freedom in education.
Administrators in two Catholic preschools,
along with parishioner-parents of two
children attending St. Mary preschool (and a
one-year-old they will enroll when she is old
enough), successfully challenged officials
for excluding them from

Colorado’s universal preschool program.

The program was adopted in 2022 but is in
its first full year of operation. It uses a
combination of public and private funds to
provide fifteen hours of free preschool per
week for qualified children regardless of
their races, ethnicities, religious affiliations,
sexual orientations, gender identities, lack of
housing, income levels, or disabilities of
those of their families. The program covers
almost 40,000 youngsters, or about

60 percent of Colorado’s eligible four-year-
olds, including forty-faith-based preschools
caring for more than 900 children.

This brief essay highlights key points in a
federal trial court judge’s 101-page opinion
in St. Mary before reflecting on its
significance.

Controversy arose after officials excluded
the two Catholic preschools because
administrators asked families to share their
beliefs.

The judge found that while public officials
generally operated the program equitably,
they violated the plaintiffs’ First
Amendment rights to the free exercise of
religion. The judge conceded that although
officials had “discretionary exemptions” in
applying the law’s equal educational
opportunity requirement, they failed to
enforce it in a neutral or generally applicable
manner.

The judge decided that officials violated the
plaintiffs’ First Amendment rights absent a
compelling governmental interest in
excluding the schools and parents from the
program because they granted exceptions to
other faith-based preschools that limited
enrollment to members of their own
congregations.

Still, the judge rejected the plaintifts’
Establishment Clause claim rooted in the
Supreme Court’s 2022 judgment in Carson
v. Makin requiring officials to permit
parents living in districts lacking secondary
schools to send their children to faith-based
schools under Maine’s tuition assistance
program. The judge dismissed the claim
because the facts in Makin were sufficiently
different than those in St. Mary.
Additionally, he summarily rejected their
free speech claim as lacking merit.

The judge did grant the plaintiffs’ request for
a declaratory judgment that officials’ uneven
application of the law violated their free
exercise rights. The judge also permanently
enjoined Colorado from requiring Catholic
preschools to agree to enroll children
regardless of their religious affiliations, as
long as officials granted exceptions for other
faith-based schools.
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Finally, the judge awarded the plaintiffs one
dollar in nominal damages.

As difficult as it is to make sense of the
actions of Colorado state educational
officials in St. Mary, this much is clear: they
demonstrated an unmistakable antipathy,
even overt hostility, toward the Catholic
schools and parents. If anything, officials
punished the schools and parents in a
manner reminiscent of Patrick Buchanan’s
often-cited quip that “anti-Catholicism is
the anti-Semitism of the intellectual.”

In matters of faith so important to so many,
whatever happened to openness to diverse
points of view espoused by many in today’s
society? It seems that public officials in
Colorado lost sight of the fact that the First
Amendment right to the free exercise of
religion applies equally to all Americans,
including Catholics and other Christians,
who should be able to live as they wish and
not be penalized for their beliefs.

Also, even assuming that individuals and
families who are not members of the
Catholic faith are interested in the quality of
educational programming being offered in
these two preschools, why would they even
consider sending their children to
institutions whose values are clearly
inconsistent with their own beliefs and
lifestyles? Moreover, it is puzzling why
Colorado officials applied the rules so
inequitably to the different faith-based
preschools in apparently advancing their

Charles J. Russo

own ideologies. This simply makes no sense
unless the goals are indeed ideological.

The state of Colorado certainly does not
have a stellar record in protecting religious
freedom. In fact, the state’s Civil Rights
Commission lost in two high-profile cases
before the Supreme Court when its members
tried to compel Christians to communicate
messages inconsistent with their religious
beliefs. One hopes the state will be more
respectful in how its officials deal with
people of faith and their institutions,
including preschools.

In Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Civil Rights
Commission the Supreme Court held that
because commission members displayed
overt hostility to a Christian baker’s beliefs,
they violated his right to the free exercise of
religion in attempting to order him to make a
cake for individuals entering a same-sex
union.

Similarly, in 303 Creative v. Elenis, without
addressing religion directly, the Court
ruled that the Commission violated a
Christian wedding website designer’s free
speech rights in seeking to compel her to
provide her professional services to a same-
sex couple because this would have required
her to communicate a message inconsistent
with her faith.

Will Colorado officials learn from their
mistakes by respecting the religious rights of
Christians by treating them equally? Hope
springs eternal!

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/17/colorado-federal-court-rebuffs-anti-catholic-

directive-denying-preschool-education/
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Fathers: We Need to Do More in Shaping OQur Children’s Faith

Studies show that mothers are doing more
and passing on their faith, but fathers can
have a bigger impact.

There are many reasons to celebrate dads on
this Father’s Day. We have a big impact on
our children’s lives, and we can have a huge
impact on their faith. There is plenty of
evidence to show what fathers can do—if
they do it.

But the data consistently shows that while
fathers can shape their kids’ faith, mothers
are more likely to step up.

For example, the Barna Group—a for-profit
research group with an emphasis on faith
and culture—surveyed 2,347 Christians who
say their faith is important to them and who
attend church at least once a month. These
practicing Christians were more

frequently influenced by mothers than
fathers: “Two-thirds (68%) say they were
most influenced by the Christian model of
their mothers, compared to less than half
(46%) who point to their fathers.” Barna
Group identified this influence as
particularly strong during their teenage
years:

Practicing Christians in their teen years
consistently identify mothers as the ones
who provide spiritual guidance and
instruction and instill the values and
disciplines of their faith in the household.
Moms are their foremost partners in prayer
(63%) and conversations about God (70%),
the Bible (71%) or other faith questions
(72%). This is consistent with Barna data
through the years that show mothers to be
the managers of faith formation (among
other household routines and structures).
Mothers are also the ones encouraging
church attendance (79%) or teaching kids

about the Bible (66%), God’s forgiveness
(66%) and religious traditions (72%).

This survey includes all Christians, but the
same trends appear in data focused on
Catholics.

Perhaps nobody has studied religious
formation in youth as much as Professor
Christian Smith, who has conducted
multiple in-depth surveys (the National
Study of Youth and Religion) and published
books on the topic. In Souls in Transition,
Smith and his co-author note that among
young Catholics, 65% had religious views
very or somewhat similar to their mothers,
but a slightly less 58% said the same about
their fathers. The mother’s impact was even
greater as they moved into what Smith calls
“emerging adulthood.” So mothers are doing
more and passing on their faith, but fathers
can have a bigger impact.

Professor Vern Bengston conducted
thousands of longitudinal surveys over a
thirty-five-year period with thousands of
respondents from hundreds of three-
generational families and published a book
on it. In short, he measured the successes
and failures in transmitting religion across
the generational lines of multiple specific
families. In his book Families and Faith:
How Religion is Passed Down across
Generations, Bengston noted that “what is
really interesting is that, for religious
transmission, having a close bond with one’s
father matters even more than a close
relationship with the mother.”

Mothers matter, but fathers can matter a
little more for passing on the faith. A father
who is “close” with his children had a 67%
percent rate of transmitting his religious
tradition and a 56% rate of transmitting his
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religious participation. Mothers were about
five points lower (though the difference was
less for Catholics).

Closeness to one’s father also shows up as a
powerful factor in Smith’s book Young
Catholic America: Emerging Adults In,
Out of, and Gone from the Church. Among
young adult Catholics who actually
practiced their faith, 73% reported feeling
extremely close or very close to their father.
Less than half of disengaged Catholics
reported the same. Practicing Catholics were
almost twice as likely to report that their
“father understands them very well.”

Similarly, practicing Catholics were 2.5
times more likely to talk to their “father
about personal subjects very often” than
disengaged. Smith’s data, though, shows that
mothers were more engaged and more likely
to talk about these personal subjects with
their kids. More broadly, Smith concludes
that parent relationships matter: “The larger
point is that practicing the Catholic faith and
enjoying better relationships with parents
seem frequently, although not inevitably, to
come linked together.”

Mothers are doing great work, but it’s not
enough. We’ve all seen the warnings among
tens of millions of people leaving the

J.C. Miller

Catholic faith or the prediction that
America will become a majority non-
Christian country.

Simply put, fathers need to do more. We
cannot leave it up to the moms to do all the
faith formation.

If you’re a regular reader of CWR or similar
sites, chances are you already take your kids
to Mass, pray with them, and the like. Even
if your wife is doing a better job, you may
be doing a pretty good job. But we men need
to encourage and challenge each other. My
Catholic dad group text is far more likely to
discuss Chesterton’s Fence than calming
crying kids during the consecration. I’ve
probably talked more frequently with guys
about taking my kids fishing—and I am not
a serious fisherman—than I have about my
prayer routine with my kids. This prayer
routine is based on que-and-response
strategies from books on habits: we pray in
the car after I face a slow down or a stop
sign.

It’s hard to forget to pray together when it’s
a habit. We fathers need to do more, we need
to do it together, and we need to share what
works. Mothers are great, but they are not
enough. I cannot consider a one-third
attrition rate as acceptable among my kids.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/16/faith-of-our-fathers-mothers/
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How Parents Are Freeing Their Kids from The Public School Monopoly

The Parent Revolution, by Corey A. De
Angelis, PhD, details the fight for parents’
rights from 2020 through late 2023.

As I write this review, The New York

Post reports that City Schools Chancellor
David Banks cashiered an elected mother on
a Manhattan Community Education Council
(a parents’ advisory board). She got the boot
ostensibly for criticizing a pro-Hamas
editorial but really because—as she (and
most observers) believe—she refused to
pledge allegiance to gender ideology (on the
Upper East Side, no less). It doesn’t matter
that she was democratically elected: the self-
anointed “guardians of democracy” will
eliminate anybody whose notion of
democracy is not theirs. Da, da

tovarich! Happily, she’s suing Banks.

Meanwhile, a federal court just told parents
in Montgomery County, Maryland, who
wanted to opt their kids out of the district’s
“comprehensive” gender ideology program
that they cannot, affirming the school
board’s refusal.

The school lockdowns of 2020 opened many
parents’ eyes to the ideological
indoctrination being propagandized in
American public schools. As parents and
children shared the same quarters during
online schooling, parents discovered what
was “mainstream” in so many school
systems. When they woke up, Merrick
Garland’s Justice Department labeled them
“domestic terrorists” (alongside those
Catholics that go to Latin Mass). When a
father whose girl was raped as a result of
Loudon County, Virginia’s confusion about
girl’s bathrooms being for girls, not

boys, he was arrested—and is probably one
reason why Democrats got kicked out of the
Governor’s Mansion in Richmond.

Corey De Angelis speaks of these
developments as the “parent revolution”
because parents’ rights seem to have become
the catalyst that finally brought school
choice into prominence. The public school
establishment has long arrogated a
monopoly on school funds by claiming, in
essence, that the proper recipients of
educational funds are not students but
schools. As long as students “choose” the
schools approved by the establishment,
you’re entitled to support. If you actually
“choose” something different—tough luck.

Catholic parents have long argued about the
injustice of tax dollars collected for
education being steered only

to certain schools (even when other schools
nevertheless fulfilled the state’s educational
and compulsory attendance requirements).
The fact that it took until 2020 for the anti-
Catholic Blaine amendments, enacted in
many states in the mid-to-late 19" century to
preclude public support of parochial
elementary and secondary schools, to be
declared unconstitutional shows us that anti-
Catholicism is alive and well in many parts
of American life.

Catholic schools have always suffered a
certain stigma: 2025 will be the centennial
of the Supreme Court’s decision in Pierce v.
Society of Sisters, invalidating an Oregon
law that forbade parents from using
parochial schools. “Parochial,” after all, has
a certain pejorative connotation: it means
narrow-minded or provincial, like those
Catholics in their ghettos. (Never mind the
changed demographics from increasing
numbers of non-Catholic students have
chosen to escape the government public
school plantation to access a better
educational environment in those
“parochial” schools). Others who wanted
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school “choice” began turning to
homeschooling or charter schools.

Few parents, however, felt capable, ready, or
willing to replace schools, so
homeschooling—despite its boom—would
always likely remain a minority option. As
for charter schools, the public school
establishment, in tandem with rabid
secularists, has long pursued all manner of
legal handicaps for those institutions.

The COVID shutdown, however, gave
parents insight into what really is going on
in the average American public school-and
the average American parent rightly said,
“No way!” That exposure, more than all the
abstract arguments about choice and justice
and options, galvanized the “parental
revolution.”

Catholics should, of course, be happy about
this. It is a basic principle of Catholic social
thought (the one part of Catholic theology
that liberals sometimes applaud) that parents
are the first educators of a child. The child is
the parent’s, not the state’s, not the school’s,
not the teacher’s, not the AFT’s, not the
NEA’s, not the state or federal Department
of Education’s. Schools do not “partner”
with parents in educating their child:

schools work for those parents. It’s time we
get those lines straight and got the
terminology clear.

It’s time we get the terminology clear
because it’s vital. While the “moderate” spin
on the question is the parent-teacher
“partnership,” there’s no small number of
those ready to say the state should intervene
to take kids from parents who stand against
its ideologies.

This usurpation of parents’ rights by the
most extreme extensions of the parens
patriae doctrine spreads across multiple
domains. It is to be found in the nonsense
of Planned Parenthood v. Danforth (still not
explicitly overruled), which said Missouri

could not make abortions contingent on
paternal consent because, even though he is
half this child’s parent, the state cannot
“delegate” a “veto” to fathers. (Did you
know, fathers, you are the “delegate” of your
state?) It is to be found in the discriminatory
exclusion of practicing Catholic parents
from adoption and foster care unless they
pledge allegiance to “affirming” radical
transgenderism. It is to be found in the
claims of politicians that call “censorship”
parents’ efforts to remove books from school
libraries (i.e., libraries targeted at minors)
whose contents those same politicians dare
not quote verbatim in public, being bleeped
out when they are read aloud in the
mainstream media. And it is to be found in
the mindset of “educators” and politicians,
like Virginia’s ex-Governor Terry
McAuliffe, who declared, “I don’t think
parents should be telling schools what they
should teach.”

DeAngelis’s book details the fight for
parents’ rights from 2020 through late 2023,
with a special focus on the 2021 Virginia
Governor’s race as well as fights for school
choice and control bills in places like West
Virginia, Arizona, and Texas. The book goes
into detail, listing the players, the
machinations, the attempts to placate parents
while conceding nothing, the losses and the
gains—and how parents are fighting back.
The multiple efforts of Governor Abbott in
Texas to get his Legislature to do the right
thing on school choice is ample proof of
that. At the same time, DeAngelis also
shows the forces arrayed against school
choice and how they seek to sidetrack and
ultimately defeat these initiatives. They
recognize—as DeAngelis notes—that they can
only be “dismissive” of parental concerns as
long as your children are a “captive”
audience. And they are going to do their
level best to keep them in captivity because
it is a question of power.




That was on display in 2021. By the fall of
the year after the world shut down for
COVID, Catholic schools were largely back
in session, public schools weren’t. Current
attempts at historical revisionism
notwithstanding, the public school
establishment back then was bleating that
reopening schools would “endanger” the
public health.

Back then, I’d occasionally go to noon Mass
at my parish. I was dumbfounded. Despite
the apocalyptic narratives of the public
school establishment, I did not see multiple
ambulances lined up in front of our
parochial school. The pastor did not
announce an uptick in young people’s
funerals. And what I saw with my own eyes
DeAngelis corroborates the experience of
school districts across the country.

Catholic parents, heirs of social teaching
that affirms their primacy in the educational
enterprise, have a special mission to seize

the moment and realign the misalignment of

John M. Grondelski, Ph. D.

values operating in the American public
school establishment. Children are parents’,
not schools’. Parents, not schools, are the
first and best educators of children.

Schools work for parents and should not
arrogate any more substantial “partnership.”
Education exists for children, not for
schools.

And, if education exists for children, then
educational dollars also exist for children,
not schools. Those dollars should enable a
child’s education wherever a parent judges
his child will best thrive. The community
exists to educate its kids, not to promote its
public schools monopoly.

2024 is an election year, that is, a year in
which these principles also come down to
concrete choices among candidates and in
ballot questions. Catholic parents need to be
sober-eyed about what stakes are at stake in
this vote. De Angelis’s book is a good place
to get quickly up-to-speed on the state of the
question.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/16/how-parents-are-freeing-their-kids-from-the-

public-schools-monopoly/
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Easily Integrating Religious Practices into Everyday Life

In a world that often moves at a frantic pace, taking a moment to infuse daily routines with faith can
provide a much-needed anchor.

As I grew up, my parents insisted that I
greeted them by asking for their blessing:
“Bendicion, papa; bendicion, mama.” This
phrase, which is short for “dame tu
bendicioén” (“give me your blessing,
dad/mom”), is a South American tradition
that I’'m trying (¢ryyying) to teach my own
kids. Much like saying “adios” (which is a
prayer hiding in plain sight), these customs
reflect a deep-seated religious
background, both culturally and within the
family.

For Catholics, integrating religious practices
into our daily routines is an easy way to give
depth and transcendental meaning to our
everyday lives. Here are a few ways to
integrate faith and routine:

Start with Morning Prayer

Starting the day with a prayer sets an
overarching spiritual patina for everything
that follows. Start the day with a simple
morning offering, dedicating all actions to
God. This practice helps everyone face the
day with a sense of purpose and peace —
much like putting on spiritual armor.

Grace Before Meals

Saying grace before meals is a tradition
everyone can enjoy and appreciate. This
simple prayer makes a routine activity into a
moment of awareness, acknowledging God’s
providence. It’s a quick moment to foster
gratitude.

Family Rosary

Some families like to pray the Rosary
together. This practice not only strengthens
family bonds, but also deepens its collective

faith. From a very practical standpoint, it is a
way to teach kids that not every single
family plan has to be about fun and games.
We can also share moments to think,
contemplate, and learn.

Acts of kindness

Incorporating random acts of kindness into
our daily lives is the perfect way to live out
our faith. Small acts like smiling, saying
kind words, or helping a neighbor show that
love and compassion are at the heart of
Catholic teachings, offering love and service
to God in our community.

Bedtime reflection

Ending the day with a moment of reflection
and prayer is fundamental. Some families
often use the Examen, a practice developed
by St. Ignatius of Loyola, which involves
reviewing the day’s events, acknowledging
God’s presence, and asking forgiveness for
any shortcomings.

Integrating these practices is all about being
intentional and aware. By being mindful

of the spiritual dimensions of everyday
actions, ordinary moments turn into sacred
ones. In a world that often moves at a frantic
pace, taking a moment to infuse daily
routines with faith can provide a much-
needed anchor. This mindful approach keeps
faith alive and makes everyday life more
fulfilling and meaningful for us and our
kids.



https://aleteia.org/2024/02/20/how-goodbye-and-adios-are-actually-short-prayers
https://aleteia.org/2024/02/20/how-goodbye-and-adios-are-actually-short-prayers
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206%3A10-18&version=NIV
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/

Daniel Esparza

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/16/easily-integrating-religious-practices-into-everyday-life



https://aleteia.org/2024/06/16/easily-integrating-religious-practices-into-everyday-life

Dealing with “Threenagers” With (Some) Patience and Grace

1ts important to remember that our kids are individuals in their own right. While part of our
lives, they re not ours to shape according to our desires.

Parenting a three-year-old is an emotional
rollercoaster. These pint-sized humans, often
called “threenagers,” have a pretty inspiring
(and intimidating) blend of curiosity,
independence, and tenacity. They know
what they like, are eager to explore the
world, and have a seemingly endless supply
of questions and demands. It sure is a
wonderful and challenging time for parents.

At three years old, kids are actively figuring
out who they are and what they want —
maybe for the first time. They might ask you
to tell them as many stories as they want
about your life, their grandparents, and
anything else that sparks their curiosity. This
relentless inquiry can be exhausting, but it’s
important to remember that behind these
questions is a developing mind eager to
understand the world.

Seeing your child as a unique individual

It’s important to remember that our kids are
individuals in their own right. While
they’re part of our lives, they’re not ours to
shape according to our own desires. They
have their own minds, needs, and concerns.
Respecting their individuality and treating
them with respect is of the utmost important
for helping them to grow.

This approach is in line with the Catholic
understanding of human dignity. Every child
is a unique creation of God and, as such,
they deserve our respect and understanding.
By recognizing their individuality, we are
honoring God’s design and helping them
grow spiritually and personally.

"Threenager" strategies

To make it through this intense period with
(some) grace, here are some strategies to try:

e Be patient. When you’re faced with
a lot of questions, take a deep breath
and remind yourself that this is part
of their learning process. Your
patience will show them, in turn,
what it means to be patient. They
might not (always) listen to what you
say, but they sure see what you do.

It’s okay to set limits on story time
and question sessions. Setting aside
specific times for these activities can
help manage expectations and your
energy. Let them know you can talk
about other things. Jump ahead and
create opportunities for different
kinds of conversations.

Encourage them to explore, and let
your children discover answers on
their own. This could be through
almost anything and everything:
books, educational toys, interactive
play — even boredom. Encouraging
independence in learning helps kids
build confidence and critical thinking
skills.

It’s also important to nurture their
spirituality. Make sure to
incorporate faith into your child’s
daily routines. Simple prayers,
stories from the Bible, and visits to
church will help your children
understand and feel connected to
their spiritual heritage.

Take a moment to reflect on your
role. Remember that parenting is a
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partnership with God. Your job is to
guide and nurture, while respecting
that your children are on their own
journey. Look at each day as a
chance to be grateful for the
privilege of watching them grow.

Daniel Esparza

By treating “threenagers” with patience,
respect, and love, we help them navigate this
stage and lay a foundation for their future
development. Embrace this phase as an
opportunity to grow alongside your child,
both as a parent and as a person of faith.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/16/dealing-with-threenagers-with-some-patience-and-grace
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Boys, Men, and Dads

This Father’s Day, let’s celebrate the men
out there who marry, stay married, protect,
honor, serve, and love their families more
than they love themselves. The men who
teach their children, who stand up and keep
standing.

It’s easy to overlook the 1951 novel Dan
England and the Noonday Devil. Published
in the long shadow cast by his first and most
famous 1928 novel, Mr. Blue, Myles
Connelly’s third and personal favorite book
follows the life of a protagonist who lives
his entire life unmarried and childless.

Having only recently discovered this book
myself, [ was struck by one particularly
haunting passage.

“Selfishness, Henry,” Dan replied.
“Complete selfishness. I live improvidently
because that seems to me to be the happiest
manner of living. I live independently
because my ego is uncomfortable before
even the idea of a superior. My whole
existence is very much like a bad play. It
projects nothing. It has neither development
nor climax.”

“If I had married and had children, I would
have some justification for the gift of life.
But again [ was afraid.”

“Today, fatherhood is a heroic calling. The
father of olden times was in many ways an
idyllic character, living serenely in the
bosom of family, planning and saving for the
future. But today he lives in turmoil and
toils in vain. If he is industrious, if he is
competent, he does not work for his family
and the future but for the lazy and
incompetent everywhere. No longer has his
home the peace of the old homestead. His
children ride in engines of death and
destruction, and the jangling of the

telephone in the depth of the night may
mean tragedy in the air or on the highway.
Diseases of the mind, born of the madness
and artificiality of the modern environment,
derange and sometimes destroy those he
loves.”

“More menacing is the increased threat
against faith and morals endlessly made by
an increasingly arrogant and unbelieving
world. More dangerous by far are the soul’s
diseases (with skepticism and apathy
predominating), present always like a
plague. Life outside of the monastic walls is
perilous, fiercely competitive, often brutal.
The dedicated father today is a hero, and if
you ask why he faces his burdens so bravely,
I can answer only because in him is the stuff
of saints. Not for him is the consolation of
applause. The mother is praised in song and
extolled in story. But the father walks the
common way without bugles, without
drums, with no flags flying. He, truly, has
given hostages to fortune.”

“Those holy men and women who have
given up the world are glorious children of
God, but if there were no harassed, slaving
poor fathers, there would be none of those
glorious children, if for no other reason than
they would never have been born. Peace of
mind and peace of soul are lovely
possessions but they are not for the
dedicated father. The particular saint in him
demands that he go out and meet the
challenge of the day, that he be concerned
not with his own serenity and well-being but
with those in his care, that he venture forth
into the world and there, thick in the masses
of men, seek the opportunity to love his
neighbor and to love his enemy, so that, in
advance and not in retreat, in battle and not
in seclusion, he may prove himself worthy
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of Him who has shared with him the divine
power of creation.”

“The priest may offer his Mass and the nun
her sacrifices, and the contemplatives may
send up their unceasing assault of prayer and
mortification — all may cry out for succor,
may plead to stay the hand of Eternal Justice
— but it is the father, that undistinguished,
yawning many you see in the early morning
leaving home for the shop, the office, the
factory, the mine — that tired, troubled
person you see returning home at night,
often with a smile that is false and a
cheerfulness without foundation — it is he
who is the first warrior and the first guardian
of the Faith. For he is the captain of the
home, the citadel on which the Christian
civilization is built. There is no order or
organization to record his heroism or
promote his beatification. He is the
common, oftentimes inglorious beast of
burden, his greatest distinction being the
resemblance he bears to the ass that carried
Christ.”

Yes, Dan England’s soliloquy-of-sorts is
about fatherhood. But it is first about
manhood. And it is more fundamentally
about the desire to be a man. A healthy
culture needs to produce boys who want to
grow up to become men who are husbands
and fathers.

It’s clear that almost 75 years after Connolly
wrote this passage, the situation is not good.
The typical American boy is struggling. And
struggles start early. A report by

the Institute for Family Studies indicates
that boys earn 70% of the D’s and F’s
handed out in American schools. Only 24
percent of 8 grade boys are proficient in
reading and only 20% of them are proficient
in writing. Boys make up two-thirds of the
remedial education population, and the
evidence suggests that lack of effort (as
opposed to intelligence differences) are the
reason.

Boys’ struggles continue after high school. A
separate report by the Institute for Family
Studies states that young men now make up
only 40 percent of the students on college
campuses, well below both the historical
average and boy’s representation in the
college-aged population. Perhaps not
surprisingly, roughly a quarter of
American men aged 21 to 30 reported in
2015 that they had not worked at all in the
previous twelve months. It’s probably also
not a shock that, since 2012, the majority of
children born to women under 30 are born
into fatherless homes.

In a culture occupied with concerns
regarding “systemic” this and “systemic”
that, it is easy to wonder why the media is
not urging us to find the villain who
victimized our boys. And while chasing the
answer to that question may have some
merit, if it leaves us only shaking our fist at
screens, perhaps we should consider the
possibility that our frustration is proving
fruitless.

So, what can we do?

Remember Moses. When the 80-year-old
sheep herder expressed doubt that he could
possibly do what God has asked him, God
simply responds, “What is that in your
hand?” (Ex 4:1-5). A puzzled Moses looks at
the staff he is carrying and then follows
God’s direction to throw it to the ground. He
then watches in amazement as God turns the
stick into a serpent and then back again.
Each of us has something which can help the
plight of boys. If we use the simple things
we have been given, God will direct our
efforts toward His purpose.

To that end, think of the boys in your life.

Consider how you can teach them to know
God, love Him and worship Him.

Encourage them to develop integrity,
character, and virtue.
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To ask questions, to think, consider
information, be curious, reflect, gain
knowledge, and aspire to wisdom.

To develop patience, remain attentive, work
hard and persist through difficulty.

To choose wisely, accept responsibility, have
courage, exercise temperance, and live
justly.

To play fairly, compete hard, remain humble
in victory and gracious in defeat.

To know when to offer a handshake or hug
and when to stand up straight, take a punch
and throw one, too.

To opt for the difficult right over the easy
wrong.

To deny oneself, save, build, invest, create.

To appreciate the value of things, the dignity
of people, and the beauty created by God.

To honor, respect, and protect girls and
women.

To revere propriety.

To see clearly, speak purposefully, and live
intentionally.

To love joyfully.

Boys, Men, and Dads

Boys who learn these things become men
who do these things. This Father’s Day, let’s
celebrate the men out there who marry, stay
married, protect, honor, serve, and love their
families more than they love themselves.
The men who teach their children, who
stand up and keep standing. And do so
unapologetically and unwaveringly.

Let’s pray for them and ask God to bless
them and give them the strength to endure a
world that is often not kind to them. Rather
than curse the unkindness, let’s pray that
God gives these men fortitude.

So that despite being maligned, these men
remain resolute.

So that despite being frequently targeted,
they stay unafraid.

So that despite being despised in some
circles, these men maintain their joy.

So that despite being damaged, they refuse
to be broken.

So that despite living often unsung lives,
these men know they are needed.

Today more than ever.

Happy Father’s Day.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/15/boys-men-and-dads/
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8 Less Talked About Saints Who Were Epic Fathers

These holy men were wonderful fathers, or father figures, and can provide a real source of inspiration

Father's Day gives us the opportunity to
honor men the men in our lives past and

present, and this can also extend to the
Church.

If you take a look back over the centuries,
there are plenty of saints who were not only
devout in their faith, but extraordinary
fathers as well. While you'll be familiar with
saints such as St. Joseph and Mary's

father, St. Joachim, there are a myriad of
less talked about saints who through their
dedication to their families and their
virtuous lives, can provide inspiring
examples of fatherhood today.

As these eight saints below show, faith, love,
and commitment in nurturing and guiding a
family are just as important today as they
were centuries ago.

1 St. Thomas More (1478-1535)

St. Thomas More, an English lawyer, social
philosopher, and statesman, was also a
devoted family man. Despite his demanding
career, he made his family a priority,
ensuring they received an excellent
education and were nurtured in faith and
virtue. His famous highly-educated
daughter, Margaret, shared a close bond with
him, reflecting his influence as a loving and
attentive father. St. Thomas More's balance
of professional and familial responsibilities,
along with his moral integrity, stands out as
a model for fatherhood.

2 St. Leopold III (1073-1136)

St. Leopold I1I, also known as Leopold the
Good, was the Margrave of Austria. He
married Agnes of Germany, and together
they had multiple children. St. Leopold was

known for his just rule and charitable works,
but also for his commitment to his family.
He fostered a strong sense of faith and unity
among his children, many of whom played
significant roles in religious and political
spheres. His ability to lead both his family
and his people with wisdom and compassion
made him a remarkable father.

3 St. Joseph Moscati (1880-1927)

St. Joseph Moscati, an Italian doctor and
university professor, is celebrated for his
medical expertise and compassionate care
for the sick. Though not a biological father,
his paternal care for his patients and students
was profound. He often provided free
medical care to the poor and was known for
his empathy and kindness. His fatherly
dedication extended beyond the familial
bounds, embodying a universal fatherhood
through his vocation and service.

4 St. Louis Martin (1823-1894)

St. Louis Martin, the father of St. Thérése of
Lisieux, was a watchmaker in Alengon,
France. He and his wife, St. Z¢lie Martin,
had nine children, five of whom survived to
adulthood. St. Louis was a devout man,
deeply involved in his faith and family life.
After Z¢lie's death, he raised his daughters
with love and dedication, supporting their
spiritual and personal growth. His gentle
nature, strong faith, and unwavering support
for his children's vocations made him an
exemplary father.

5 St. Stephen of Hungary (975-1038)

St. Stephen, the first King of Hungary,
played a crucial role in converting his nation
to Christianity. He married Gisela of
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Bavaria, and together they had several
children, including St. Emeric. Stephen was
a devoted father who instilled Christian
values in his children, particularly
emphasizing the importance of faith and
service. His legacy as a father is marked by
his efforts to ensure the spiritual and moral
foundation of his family and his kingdom.

6 St. Manuel Morales (1898-1926)

St. Manuel Morales was a Mexican layman
and father who was martyred during the
Cristero War. A devout Catholic and active
member of his parish, he was a dedicated
husband and father of three children. His
strong faith and commitment to his family's
spiritual well-being, even in the face of
persecution, highlight his exemplary
fatherhood.

Cerith Gardiner

7 St. Basil the Elder (4th Century)

St. Basil the Elder, father of St. Basil the
Great and St. Gregory of Nyssa, was a
prominent lawyer and teacher in
Cappadocia. He and his wife, St. Emmelia,
raised nine or 10 children, many of whom
became saints. Basil's commitment to
education and faith greatly influenced his
children's spiritual and intellectual
development, making him a model father.

8 St. Nuno Alvares Pereira (1360-1431)

St. Nuno Alvares Pereira, a Portuguese
general, was known for his military prowess
and deep faith. After his wife's death, he
raised his only daughter, Beatriz, instilling
in her strong Christian values. Later in life,
he became a Carmelite lay brother,
demonstrating his dedication to faith and
family through his transition from a warrior
to a man of prayer.
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How The Psalms Are a Gymnasium for The Soul

St. Ambrose found great profit in reading the Psalms, suggesting that they are highly beneficial for
anyone to read, calling them a "gymnasium for the soul."”

One of the books of the Bible that the
Church continually turns to is the book of
Psalms. Traditionally attributed to King
David, the Psalms are biblical poetry at its
best.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church highlights them as well, explaining
how they can teach us about prayer:

The Psalter is the book in which The Word
of God becomes man's prayer. In other
books of the Old Testament, "the words
proclaim [God's] works and bring to light
the mystery they contain." The words of the
Psalmist, sung for God, both express and
acclaim the Lord's saving works; the same
Spirit inspires both God's work and man's
response. Christ will unite the two. In

him, the psalms continue to teach us how
to pray.

CCC 2587

Gymnasium for the soul

St. Ambrose also praised the spiritual profit
that can be gained from reading and praying
the Psalms.

He wrote about his thoughts in his
book Explanations of the Psalms:

Though all Scripture is fragrant with
God’s grace, the Book of Psalms has a
special attractiveness...In the Book of
Psalms there is profit for all, with healing
power for our salvation. There is instruction

Phillip Kosloski

from history, teaching from the law,
prediction form prophecy, chastisement
from denunciation, persuasion from moral
preaching. All who read it may find the cure
for their own individual failings.

St. Ambrose then goes on to compare the
Book of Psalms to a gymnasium and even a
stadium:

All with eyes to see can discover in it a
complete gymnasium for the soul, a
stadium for all the virtues, equipped for
every kind of exercise; it is for each to
choose the kind he judges best to help him
gain the prize.

While St. Ambrose was writing in the 4th
century, his sense of a "gymnasium" was
similar to our today.

Gymnasia were places for physical training
as well as philosophical debate and study.
St. Ambrose saw the Psalms as a similar
place for the soul, where we can train for
virtue and draw closer to God.

He also saw Psalms as a book that provides
an apt summary of the Israelites' journey:

If you wish to read and imitate the deeds of
the past, you will find the whole history of
the Israelites in a single psalm; in one short
reading you can amass a treasure for the
memory.

If someone is looking to read more of the
Bible, a great place to start is the Psalms.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/15/how-the-psalms-are-a-gymnasium-for-the-soul
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Men’s Group at Ave Maria University Aims to Form Selfless Husbands and
Loving Fathers

A men’s group on the campus of Ave Maria
University in Ave Maria, Florida, is
equipping young men with the tools
necessary to become selfless husbands and
loving fathers. The St. Joseph’s Men’s
Group is made up of roughly 190 men
striving to emulate the group’s namesake.

Through fellowship, presentations, and
small-group discussions, these young men
help one another grow and support one
another in their vocations. The group is
made up of two kinds of members — regular
members who actively participate in the
group’s community life and “fraternity”
members who lead smaller, more intentional
gatherings on specific topics. There are
currently 12 fraternity members.

Joseph Cox, a recent Ave Maria graduate,
founded the group in 2022. He spoke with
CNA about his inspiration for creating the
group and how it helped him find his own
vocation — the priesthood.

Cox shared that he knew he wanted to create
a group on campus the summer before his
sophomore year; however, he initially
wanted the group to help young men
struggling with pornography. After thinking
more about it, he decided to make the group
more broad so that even those who may not
be Catholic could join.

“I thought of the idea of just simply starting
a men’s group on campus — the St. Joseph’s
Men’s Group — really with the idea of
creating an environment where guys can
come together with no sort of commitment
but could come together and just grow in
fraternity, grow in masculinity, a greater set
of holiness,” Cox said.

He added: “The idea was also to bring
together, to create a common ground, those
at Ave that are bought into the mission and
bought into the spiritual life, and those that
are not bought into the mission and those
that may not be Catholic or who may not
practice the faith anymore.”

The 21-year-old explained that the group’s
events begin with food and socializing,
followed by a speaker who talks about a
topic tailored to men. The attendees then
break out into small groups for the last part
of the event, which are led by the 12
fraternity members. Cox pointed out that
most of the fraternity members are actually
athletes on campus.

“These athletes are guys that are very
respected by their teammates because
they’re athletically gifted — they may be a
captain on a team for whatever sport they
play — but as well as them being
athletically gifted, they also have a
relationship with Christ,” he shared.

In addition to hosting events on the campus
of Ave Maria, Cox partnered with the
University of Miami’s men’s group that is a
part of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic
University Students) to have combined
events a couple of times each semester on
their campus.

This past Lent, the members of the St.
Joseph Men’s Group took part in the
“Consecration to St. Joseph” by Father
Donald Calloway, MIC, which is a 33-day
consecration to the beloved saint.

“We had a little over 200 guys that went
through with the consecration,” Cox
recalled. “So in addition to all the guys
doing the 33-day consecration on their own,
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we would have a weekly meeting [with]
smaller groups ... and then on the 33rd day,
when they would actually make their
consecration to St. Joseph, we had a big
event. It was a big Mass, with adoration and
confession, and all the guys who had done
the consecration consecrated themselves
collectively as a group of guys together.”

He encourages both men and women alike
to “look to the virtues of St. Joseph — his
purity, his silence, his obedience.”

Now Cox will be heading to the seminary in
three weeks and credits, in part, his
involvement with the men’s group in finding
his vocation.

“I would say that what inspired me more for
the priesthood was seeing guys with
options,” he shared. “Meaning that guys that
could be the best fathers, the best husbands,
in the best jobs, and they were willing to
sacrifice all of that for something that they
believe is greater.”

Francesca Pollio Fenton

He added that being a part of the group has
given him the “desire to live out mission
especially on the college campus.”

Cox explained that he originally wanted to
become a FOCUS missionary after college,
but when he came across the Legionaries of
Christ he noticed that they were now
focusing more on serving as campus
chaplains for different colleges around the
country.

“So when I came to kind of this crossroad it
was really could I see myself doing college
ministry as an occupation with something
like FOCUS or potentially as a vocation for
the rest of my life with the priesthood,” Cox
explained. “If anything, this group, what it’s
done is given me that desire to continue the
college route.”

“At the end of the day, I’ve always said if
the Lord calls me out of the seminary and I
don’t become a priest I go right in FOCUS.
College ministry is where I want to spend

my life — whether that’s with FOCUS or
the priesthood, the Lord will make it known
but it will be through that mission.”
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Vatican Observatory Conference on Big Bang and Black Holes

The event brings together experts from around the world and honors the legacy of Georges Lemaitre, the
father of the Big Bang theory who challenged Einstein.

The Vatican's Astronomical Observatory is
organizing a high-level meeting on the
legacy of Belgian astronomer and priest,
Father Georges Lemaitre (1894-1966), the
father of the Big Bang theory. His
achievements earned the respect of Einstein
himself.

The event, which will bring together some
40 astronomers and cosmologists from
around the world at Castel Gandolfo from
June 16 to 21, was presented at the Holy See
on June 11, 2024.

For one week, the Vatican's famous
“Specola” — the astronomical observatory
— located in the hills of the Castelli
Romani region, on the shores of Lake
Albano, will host discussions on the theme
of “Black Holes, Gravitational Waves and
Space-Time Singularities.”

The aim is to “share the latest ideas in
cosmology” and “generate new
perspectives,” explained the organizers.

Distinguished participants

Some 40 scientists — including two Nobel
Prize winners — will be coming from the
USA, Georgia, Iran, Japan, and Colombia.
Among this “dream team of thinkers” — as
hailed by Italian theorist Fabio Scardigli —
will be British mathematician, physicist,
philosopher, and Nobel Prize winner Roger
Penrose, British-American astrophysicist
Joseph Silk, and Canadian black-hole
physicist Eric Poisson. Some 150 experts
will follow the proceedings online.

Lemaitre’s work

Georges Lemaitre has left his mark on the
history of both science and the Church, said
Jesuit Gabriele Gionti, cosmologist and
vice-director of the Observatory. In
theology, the Belgian scientist formulated
the “two paths” theory — which reconciles
faith and science while respecting their
autonomy. In the scientific sphere, he was
instrumental in the discovery of the law of
galaxy recession — known as the Hubble-
Lemaitre law.

According to this law, galaxies move away
from each other at a speed proportional to
their distance, in a constantly expanding
universe. This theory did not please Albert
Einstein. He “preferred the universe to be
stationary, unchanging,” explains physicist
Massimo Bianchi. Einstein also disagreed
with Fr. Lemaitre about the Big Bang,
because “he didn’t like the idea that time
could have had a beginning, that there could
have been a creation.”

Despite this, the famous relativity theorist
remained “very troubled by Lemaitre’s very
convincing arguments” at their first meeting
in 1927. For Fr. Gionti, Lemaitre even “sort
of corrected Einstein.” Over the years,
despite their scientific antagonisms, they
maintained a friendship and mutual esteem.

The big Bang and Genesis

Speaking to the press, Br. Guy
Consolmagno, director of the Vatican
Astronomical Observatory, made it clear that
“the Big Bang and the moment of creation
described in Genesis” should not be
confused.
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“Lemaitre was very adamant that these were
not the same thing,” insisted the
planetologist. “The Big Bang is our best
understanding to date of what happened
after the universe was created. Perhaps, in a
hundred or a thousand years’ time, we’ll
come up with a better theory. Genesis, on
the other hand, describes the creation of the
laws of physics itself — laws we’re still
trying to discover.”

Georges Lemaitre, who had close links with
the Specola, was keen to support this
position with Pius XII himself, as Fr.
Gabriele Gionti recounts. In November
1951, the Pontiff delivered a speech at the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences that
“seemed to imply that the Big Bang
confirmed Genesis.”

The astronomer then asked to speak to the
head of the Catholic Church, convinced that
theology and science were “two different
domains, [...] two parallel planes that did not
intersect,” commented Father Gionti.

The Vatican Observatory, neutral g”ound

The scientific community has responded
with interest to the Specola’s initiative,
which maintains good relations with the
highest entities in the world of astronomy.

1. Media

This collaboration is possible in part
“because we’re not competing for positions
or money, [...] we don’t have an agenda,”
said Fr. Consolmagno.

According to Fr. Gabriele Gionti, the
Vatican Observatory represents “a neutral
place where academics [...] feel free to speak
without being conditioned by the currents of
thought that circulate in academic
structures.”

“At the Specola there’s a bit more freedom,”
he said.

The fact that the members of the
Observatory are religious — Jesuits — is
also well received, said Br. Consolmagno, a
former member of the Board of Directors of
the International Astronomical Union. He
noted that the scientific world is “very open
to the need to [...] answer the fundamental
question: Why is there something rather than
nothing?”

Participants in the conference are also
expected to be received by Pope Francis. As
was the case at a first international
conference in 2017, the proceedings of this
event may be published in a scientific
journal.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/12/vatican-observatory-conference-on-big-bang-and-black-holes
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Is Your Plan for Your Kids Getting in The Way of God’s Plan?

Our children are a gift that we do not possess. That means appreciating them for who God wants them to
be and letting go of our projects for them.

"Always we need to sacrifice our own
project. Like Abraham. It's not about us, but
it is about God and His project for your
child. We might think, this is not what I
imagined before for my life, but the Lord
gives you a new fruitfulness."

I sat listening to a talk at a Family Week
Retreat at Benedictine College a couple
weeks ago. The priest giving the talk, Fr.
José Noriega, reminded us that children are
a gift. Because of this, we must let go of our
projects for them, our plan for how we think
their lives should go. Children belong to
God ultimately, not us. This might seem like
a no-brainer. But in further discussion, I
realized how many layers of control I want
to have over the precious gifts of my
children.

I am fully convinced that the Lord’s plan for
my children is the best one. I know also that
my desires for them could easily get in the
way of their full blossoming and fulfillment.
Afterall, I am a fallen human being, whose
imagination and empathy is limited. Here
are some ways I have reflected on how I
make my own projects for my children,
instead of being open to their unique gifts
and the paths that the Lord may call them
on.

Out of my control

The very first layer where I know I have had
to surrender control is my fertility and desire
to have children in the first place. Questions
like “when should we have children?”” and
“how many children should we have?” are
ultimately out of my control. I realized this
quickly in my marriage when we wanted to
have a second child. Why wouldn’t the Lord

want us to have a second child? A sibling for
our son?

It turned out that He did send us a second
child, but not in our timing. It took much
longer to conceive our second child than
with our first. Then we miscarried that baby.
And the next baby. And the baby after that. I
have become much more grateful and much
less grasping when it comes to family
planning since then.

Even the sex of your children is a project to
surrender — you may never have a son like
you had hoped or may wish your daughter
could have a sister, but she never does.

Making a project of your child

The next layer of control I have to avoid, the
next temptation to turn our children into
projects, is in the realm of their personalities
and interests. We may want our children to
be a certain way — maybe different from us
so that they don’t have to struggle with our
temper, or our tendency to people-please, or
our ADHD.

Or perhaps we wish our children could be
more like us so we could understand how
they think or how they operate. But instead,
they engage with the world so differently
than we do, we struggle to know how to
connect with them.

A question of faith

Another layer of control to unravel, and one
that is particularly tricky for me, would be
wanting our children to share our religious
preferences — from the way we worship to
how we live out our faith. Wanting our kids
to know and love Jesus Christ, and to do that
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in the fullness of the Catholic faith, is
fundamental. If you truly believe that Jesus
is God, and that he founded a Church to give
grace to your journey to Him, then of course
you want your child to know Him and His
Church. Where the unhelpful or unhealthy
layer of control comes in, however, is when
we expect our children to live their Catholic
faith the same way we do.

The universality of the Catholic church is
incredible. Just read the lives of the saints
and see the variety of ways people can
follow Christ. It is easy to impose our
preferences, the things that have helped us in
our faith journey, on our children, expecting
the same result. A certain personal devotion,
rite of the Mass, movement in the Church,
etc. may be profoundly helpful for me, but
may not help my teenage son or daughter.

Being open to my child’s preferences as they
grow older and allowing them exposure to
different aspects of the Church throughout

their life, is a way to let go of making the

Cecillia Pigg

experiences of my faith journey the only
acceptable faith journey.

Different points of view

Finally, there is the temptation to want our
children to be passionate about what we are
passionate about — be that politics, or our
hobbies, or the way we spend our time. Our
children may present us with a new issue or
pastime that we had previously written off
or never explored. We should be willing to
prudently engage and explore with them,
even if (and especially if?) it is
uncomfortable or challenges us. This could
be anything from kickboxing, to engaging
with the homeless, to exploring a different
viewpoint on a topic such as immigration.

I’m sure there are many other ways, large
and small, that I will need to surrender
control. Holy Spirit, please give me the
grace to see the ways I am blocking my
children’s growth, and the fortitude to
surrender.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/11/is-your-plan-for-your-kids-getting-in-the-way-of-gods-plan
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Commitment To the Catholic Mission ‘Can’t Be Compromised’ In Catholic
Schools, Archbishop Says

NEW YORK — When Archbishop Gregory
Hartmayer attended Catholic schools in the
1960s, the landscape of Catholic education
was such that there were typically only
Catholics in Catholic schools, the schools
were almost exclusively run by religious,
and it was as if every parish had one.

Times have since changed, and those past
realities are for most part just that.
Hartmayer, though, maintains that Catholic
schools are “essential,” and he has now
taken the helm of an association that
supports and develops Catholic educators,
who are now predominantly lay people.

“When I was growing up there were only
Catholics in Catholic schools because there
were so many of us, and there were so many
religious, and it was almost as if every
parish had a school,” Hartmayer told Crux.
“But things have changed, and have evolved
as there are fewer and fewer religious.”

“We now have to ensure the lay people who
are teaching our children are steeped in the
faith and are educated in the faith, and are
also practicing the faith because they’re the
role models for students today that the
religious were in [my] day,” Hartmayer said.

Hartmayer was elected chair of the board of
the National Catholic Educational
Association (NCEA) for a three-year term
on June 4. Hartmayer has served as a board
member of the association — which includes
nearly 140,000 educators — for the last three
years. He is also passionate about Catholic
education, having spent almost all of his first
20 years in the priesthood in the field.

According to the latest NCEA report,
national Catholic school enrollment for the
preschool-12 grade span remained steady

from the 2022-2023 to 2023-2024 school
year at about 1.7 million. The steady figure
follows two years of growth, which
followed years of a downward trend.

Part of the recent upswing for Catholic
school enrollment was because many
Catholic schools reopened in-person sooner
and more efficiently than public schools
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Hartmayer
said that state parental school choice laws
have helped, as well. He also highlighted the
harms of social media as factors, and the
state of society in general, that have driven
parents back to Catholic schools.

“The downward trend has stopped,”
Hartmayer said.

“We’re trying to make Catholic leaders
through Catholic education, but there are so
many stronger forces that are conflicting for
children, and make them confused, and they
don’t know what the truth is, and so
Catholic education helps clarify those
mysteries and those conflicts of information
that they receive,” Hartmayer added. “I
think parents are making all of the sacrifices
that they can to provide a Catholic education
for their children for those reasons.”

Now stepping into this role with the NCEA,
Hartmayer cited a few factors that are
paramount to the success of Catholic
schools: An unwavering commitment to the
Catholic mission, and a reliance on faithful
lay Catholics in faculty and key leadership
roles.

“The Catholic mission and the Catholic
atmosphere in which Catholic education
takes place is paramount and it can’t be
compromised because Catholic schools have
always stood for tradition, and solid




teaching, and clarity in dogmatic beliefs in
the faith and the practicing of the faith,”
Hartmayer said.

Hartmayer said part of the association’s
responsibilities are training and formation of
Catholic educators so that schools maintain
the standard that separate them from public
schools in terms of what is being taught, and
the atmosphere both inside and outside of
the classroom in extracurriculars. To that
end, the association holds a leadership
summit every year for superintendents, as
well as a national convention for teachers
and administrators.

John Lavenburg

As for the importance of lay leadership in
Catholic schools, Hartmayer said their value
cannot be underestimated because “they are
living proof of the Catholic Church in adult
living,” adding that they make a tremendous
contribution to the Church, and are often as,
if not more effective than religious.

“We should never underestimate the value of
the laity and their own belief and lifestyle,
and their own discipleship because they can
be extremely effective, and as effective, I
think, as religious,” Hartmayer said. “Being
a religious myself I know lay people who

are really walking the talk and they are
living a very good Catholic life and they are
great models for our kids in schools.”

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2024/06/catholic-schools-show-unwavering-
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Boats, Books, and Badges: St. Martin’s Academy Offers a Unique Education
for Young Men

At Kansas all-boys school, students are
formed in academics, drawing on the liberal
arts tradition; in traditions of Catholic prayer
and liturgy; in sports and comradery; and
virtue.

Coming around the bend, sunlight filtering
through the trees across the windshield, a
large wooden farmhouse house comes into
view: a first glimpse of St. Martin’s
Academy in Fort Scott, Kansas.

Atop a grassy hill, a figure rummages
beneath a tall pine tree that stands in front of
the house. He straightens himself. “Daniel
Kerr.”

A strong handshake. It’s the school’s
headmaster.

“You must be Julian. Good to meet you. I'm
just planting some roses. It’s our workday
Wednesday today, so we’re just getting these
n.”

He finishes positioning a few plants and
then suddenly stops to listen to birdsong —
he identifies the species by ear, trying to
catch a glimpse of it in the woods. “The first
of the season.”

Before long, I'm watching Chris Carter, an
old classmate, back a pickup truck and
trailer into the school’s woodlot, and I’ve
shaken hands with half a dozen of the high
school’s students. On the agenda: milling
wood today, cutting whole logs into planks
using a small sawmill.

All over the school property — which is also
a farm — the young men and their mentors
are at work, nailing, polishing, carrying,

digging.

Carter’s students, mixed upper and lower
classmen, haul the logs and lock them in
place on the bed of the sawmill, adjusting
the height of the saw. One pulls the engine’s
cord, and it rumbles to life; he double-
checks the water-coolant knob. From a tank
atop the sawmill, water drips onto the saw
blade to keep it cool while cutting through
logs. Sawdust floats in the sunlight. A
minute later, two teens are pulling a freshly
milled log from the mill.

Adam Taylor, assistant headmaster, on a
guided tour around the property, explains the
school’s mission while walking through the
rich, green grass of the cow pasture: “We’re
neither an Ivy League prep school nor a
delinquent boy’s reformation center.”

A boarding school, St. Martin’s 70 students
come from a wide background of families.
They have come here to be formed in
academics, drawing on the liberal arts
tradition; in traditions of Catholic prayer and
liturgy; in sports and comradery; and virtue.

The vision at St. Martin’s is summed up in
four goals: to awaken wonder, heal the
imagination, increase attentiveness, and
restore authentic masculinity. Taylor
explains that this occurs through
encouraging and sometimes requiring
students to expand their horizons.

In the classroom, academics include Latin,
theology, music, humanities, mathematics
and natural history. Outside of the
classroom, as is especially evident on
“workday Wednesday,” the staff fosters
engagement with crafts. This builds
dexterity, manual skills, self-confidence, a
taste for adventure and a spirit of self-
sacrifice — after all, they have to rise very
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early to milk the cows whose delicious,
thick whole milk they’ll be drinking
throughout the day below the wide rafters of
the common hall.

The farmhouse contains the chapel, kitchen
and mess hall and downstairs library (replete
with photographs of Tolkien and Belloc),
plus a faculty lounge. Nearby, five
bunkhouses stand on the hill, several of
which the first St. Martin’s students helped
their professors build. Taylor explains that
the ongoing building and expansion of the
school forms a large part of the manual
trades the boys get a taste of.

“We’re not trying to make them professional
tradesmen,” he says, but explains that it’s
important to give them a taste of these
different activities — what it will allow
them to do is go on to choosing a college
and various career paths with a wider life
experience, wider skill set and sense for
basic natural realities.

The 70-strong student body fits the size of
the property well, and Taylor says, despite a
waiting list, enrollment is capped at 70 to
preserve the personal atmosphere.

The origins of the school go back to students
of John Senior, a professor at the University
of Kansas in the 1970s whose thought has
influenced numerous revivals of the liberal
arts in conjunction with a passion for
manual, athletic and artistic flourishing.

The liberal arts-inspired curriculum includes
ancient authors like Homer, Shakespeare
and Dante and more modern authors such as
Winston Churchill (on World War II),
George Orwell's Animal Farm and recent
papal encyclicals.

Music forms an essential part of the
curriculum. Besides learning to sing
Gregorian chant for their liturgies, the boys
regularly pick up the guitars and mandolins
that hang from the common-room walls. The

school’s website explains that making live
music “teaches the students that music is not
simply something for passive consumption.
Folk music opens one up to a living, oral
tradition.”

In the lumber yard is Joseph Moleski, a
senior and the fifth of 11 children; though
he’s never studied Latin before, “he’s one of
our best," Carter says as he works with a
log. Carter teaches music and immersion
Latin, where the primary mode of learning is
speaking Latin rather than memorizing
grammar and focusing on translation.

Besides taking care of the farm and upkeep
of the buildings, workdays allow the young
scholars to work on their various badges.
Loosely inspired by scouting badges, the
academy’s students work hard to gain
accomplishments known by names such as
“Naturalist,” “Provisioner” and
“Navigator.”

The current buzz of the sawmill is helping
boys earn “Navigator” badges: Two-men
teams build their own canoes from scratch
and successfully canoe down a 30-mile
stretch of river near the school.

A handful of boys from the workshop stop
by to see if the planks the sawmill is
producing are going to be the right size for
their canoes; the current method of building
is to make a wooden boat frame and then
cover it with waterproof canvas. The design
involves compromise between stability in
the water, durability so that stray sticks or
stones along the river shore won’t puncture
the fabric, and overall weight of the canoe.

One of the challenges of the route involves
portage, where the crews will have to carry
the canoe around a dam and then put it back
in the water. The route usually takes about a
day and a half, and Taylor and other staff
accompany the students in more durable
backup boats, since not all the canoes are
guaranteed to make it.
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Athletics are taken very seriously here too,
and, following the English boarding-school
tradition, the focus is rugby. Their team, the
Kingfishers, are fiercely competitive and
recently won the state high-school rugby
championship.

Julian Kwasniewski

St. Martin’s Academy never admits boys
without making sure they and their parents
visit the school first. Some love it, and
others realize it’s a bit too serious for them.

Says Kerr, “You have to see it to believe it.”

https://www.ncregister.com/features/st-martin-s-academy
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Australian Catholic Schools Could Close If Autonomy Is Lost

Recent government reccomendations to end exemptions to the Sex Discrimination Act could place the
entire nation's educational system in crisis.

The Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia, is
butting heads with the government after the
Australian Law Reform Commission
released a report that suggests big changes
to the Catholic education system. The
situation has become so tense that the
archbishop has threatened to close all
Catholic schools in the nation, which
would present something of an education
crisis in Australia.

Crux reports that the changes were proposed
to the Sex Discrimination Act of 1984. The
commission recommended the end of
exemptions that allow the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney to hire their own
staff according to the Catholic faith. This
would mean that Catholic schools would not
be allowed to take sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, intersex status, marital or
relationship status into consideration in
hiring or enrollment.

If the recommendations are heeded,
Australian Catholic schools may only give
preference to Catholics if the situation is
deemed “reasonably necessary,” assumedly
by the commission, but it still must be wary
of being seen as breaching the sex
discrimination laws. In summation,
Catholic schools would lose a
considerable amount of their ability to
self-determine their operations.

Not one to see the archdiocese’s schools
held hostage to politics of the

day, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, OP, has
reacted by offering to simply close the
schools, if they are viewed as such a
problem. According to CathNews, a
ministry of the Australian Bishops’
Conference, the archbishop warned that the

schools may be forced to shut their doors “if
we were told we were not allowed to take
religion into account in who we employ, or
in the ethos of our schools, which is quite a
push at the moment.”

CathNews estimates that there are more than
800,000 students enrolled in some 1,750
Catholic schools throughout Australia. The
sudden closure of so many schools could
cause some serious problems for the
enrollment of the remaining public
schools. The Australian Curriculum,
Assessment, and Reporting

Authority reported in 2023 that Catholic
schools account for 18.3% of all schools in
Australia.

The archbishop went on to suggest that
Catholic hospitals may be forced to follow
suit if they were forced to perform abortions
or other “deeply troubling” procedures that
go against Catholic ethics. He went on to
cite the Church’s withdrawal from
offering adoptions in many countries,
because they are not allowed to “choose
married couples as parents.”

While Archbishop Fisher conceded that he
does not yet support such an approach,
noting that there was great risk of backfire,
bringing it up at all suggests that the
archdiocese is growing weary of the
Australian government’s recent tendency to
overreach in their dealings with the Catholic
Church.

In 2023, Aleteia reported on the takeover of
a Catholic hospital in the Canberra suburb of
Bruce. The hospital, Calvary Public
Hospital, had been Catholic since 1979, but
the archdiocese was not consulted when
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the government abandoned its negotiation
for a sale of the facility, choosing instead
to annex it by force.

J-P Mauro

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/09/australian-catholic-schools-could-close-if-autonomy-is-lost
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European Union Must Do More to Protect Children from Pornography,
Catholic Group Says

Protecting children from pornography
should be a key goal of the European
Parliament, according to a leading Catholic
family association ahead of June 6-9
European Union (EU) elections.

The Federation of Catholic Family
Associations in Europe (AFCE) says there
are five key issues in front of the European
Parliament, the only popularly elected body
of the EU.

The Catholic group says digital safety,
particularly for children, has wide support
across the political spectrum, and called on
candidates to support and promote a
European Parliament campaign to show the
risks of exposure of children to
pornography.

“We invite candidates to commit to a robust
response to this threat, which harms mental
health, exacerbates addictions, and increases
sexual violence,” said Vincenzo Bassi, the
president of FAFCE.

“Europe can take a moral and legal lead on
protecting minors online, establishing
mandatory effective age verification,
parental controls by default, and implement
current CSAM rules. Pornography is a threat
to public health, and we must work towards
a complete ban on this destructive industry
in Europe,” he said on June 5.

FAFCE also called for support for the
renomination of a European Commissioner
to continue the work of the current
Commissioner Vice-President for
Democracy and Demography, Dubravka
Suica, tasked with grappling with the
demographic transition.

“While this election is taking place towards
the start of summer, we are freezing into a
demographic winter,” Bassi said.

“Birthrates have plummeted, and the
pandemic of loneliness has spread across the
continent. We need our European
institutions to dedicate resources and human
capital to understanding its root causes, as
well as investing in a demographic spring
for the continent,” he continued.

“Without intergenerational solidarity, we
can’t begin to meet the many challenges in
front of us. This requires families and
children to be prioritized, without whom
there is no future,” he said.

FAFCE also called for candidates to make
employment “work for families,” noting is
currently within the competencies of the EU
to improve living and employment
conditions.

“It is possible to have a Europe where we
workers are productive and also are able to
enjoy valuable family time. We urge
politicians to revisit the length of leave,
particularly paternity leave, so that
extensions and flexible arrangements are
possible,” Bassi said.

“Mothers and fathers need a balance of work
and family life, for the sake of their children,
themselves, and wider society. Pregnant
mothers, in particular, should be granted
legal protection and given the possibility to
put their creativity and entrepreneurship to
practice as well as motherhood,” he
continued.

He added the “right to disconnect “must also
be promoted, establishing Sunday as a
common day of rest.




FAFCE also said the family is “the antidote
to the culture of waste and unrestrained
consumption,” explaining families can be
empowered to educate on the environment
and live sustainably.

“The problem is not the children but
consumerism. There is no ecology without
the person; no person without the family.
Therefore, there is no ecology without the
families and communities of families at the
heart of the transition,” Bassi said.

“Crucial to the success of the ecological
transition will be intergenerational solidarity,
which requires a protagonization of the
family and networks of families. It is
through these networks that we can combat
the pandemic of loneliness and build a
hopeful future. As more than 400 million
Europeans vote in June for the next
parliament, we remind political

Crux Staff

representatives that to protect the planet is to
protect the family,” he continued.

Bassi said policies that prioritize the family
are also policies that prioritize the common
good.

“The family, as the basic cell of society, is
itself a service to the common good. When
parents have a healthy work-life balance,
children are able to access education and
housing when they grow up, and when older
persons are valued and cared for — these all
serve the common good,” he explained.

“Across Europe we see how invaluable
family networks are to the flourishing of
communities, particularly when we are in
this pandemic of loneliness. By supporting
and investing in them can we build the
solidarity between generations that our
future depends on. The family is not a cost,
but the best possible investment that can be
made,” the FAFCE president said.
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Oklahoma Judge Says Lawsuit Over Nation’s First Catholic Charter School
Can Proceed

An Oklahoma judge this week said a lawsuit
challenging the nation’s first religious
charter school can proceed, a victory for
opponents wishing to halt public funding of
the Catholic institution.

Oklahoma County District Judge Richard
Ogden will allow the lawsuit against the
Oklahoma Statewide Virtual Charter School
Board to move forward almost in its entirety,
Americans United for Separation of Church
and State (AU) said in a press release.

In October 2023, the state board approved
the charter contract for St. Isidore of
Seville Catholic Virtual School, putting the
school on the path to becoming the first
religiously affiliated charter school in the
United States.

A charter school is a privately managed
institution that receives public funding like
standard public schools. The plaintiffs in the
Oklahoma lawsuit — who are being
represented by AU, the American Civil
Liberties Union, and the Freedom From
Religion Foundation — contend that the
state’s funding of a religious school violates
both Oklahoma statutory and constitutional
law.

In the ruling this week, the judge allowed
nearly all of the plaintiff’s claims against the
school to proceed, tossing out only one
claim against the school alleging that it had
failed to pledge to follow nondiscrimination
rules.

Daniel Payne

Ogden’s decision was “not making any type
of ruling regarding substantive arguments”
in the case, the judge said in issuing the
order.

The next hearing for the case is scheduled
for July 24. The suit is ultimately aimed at
“preventing St. Isidore from receiving state
funds or operating as a public charter
school,” AU said in its release.

The Oklahoma Supreme Court earlier this
year heard a separate case against the
school, this one filed by Oklahoma
Republican Attorney General Gentner
Drummond, who also opposes granting the
school access to taxpayer dollars.

Drummond argued in his suit that funding
the school with public money would result
in “harm to religious liberty,” one that would
set a precedent that could require the state to
fund a “public charter school teaching
Sharia Law.”

The Catholic school did not immediately
respond to a request for comment on the
ruling on Thursday.

The prelates currently leading Oklahoma’s
two dioceses — Oklahoma City Archbishop
Paul Coakley and Tulsa Bishop David
Konderla — serve as the school’s two
corporate members.

The school advertises itself as a “full time,
K-12, tuition-free, online Catholic charter
school in the state of Oklahoma.” Its first
day of school is scheduled for Aug. 12.
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Colorado Discriminated Against Catholic Preschools, Judge Finds

Archdiocese of Denver Catholic preschools
will now be allowed to participate in
Colorado’s universal preschool (UPK)
program after a federal court ruled Tuesday
that the state’s decision to exclude Catholic
preschools was unconstitutional.

Two Catholic parishes with preschools, St.
Mary Catholic Parish and St. Bernadette
Catholic Parish, as well as a Catholic family
and the Archdiocese of Denver asked the
Denver federal court to stop the Department
of Early Childhood from excluding them
from the UPK program because they
prioritize the admission of Catholic families
and have religious expectations for teachers.

“Because of the court’s ruling, Colorado can
no longer punish Catholic schools for caring
about their students’ faith,” Nick Reaves,
counsel at Becket, told CNA. Becket is the
religious liberty legal group that argued on
behalf of the preschools in the case, St.
Mary Catholic Parish v. Roy.

Both preschools in the Denver metropolitan
area serve low-income families. According
to the Archdiocese of Denver, 85% of
families attending St. Bernadette Parish
preschool in Littleton receive free or
reduced-price meals. Similarly, 25% of St.
Mary’s preschoolers receive tuition
discounts or scholarships. St. Mary’s also
provides services for students with
disabilities such as Down syndrome and
autism.

The Colorado Department of Early
Childhood funded 15 hours per week of free
preschool to more than 40,000 families
attending private, public, or faith-based
preschools in its first year of operation but
denied these benefits to families who send
their children to St. Mary’s or St.
Bernadette’s because the schools take the

families’ religious affiliation into
consideration during the application process,
according to the Becket press release.

The court found on June 4 that Colorado had
“created an unworkable scheme that
breaches the appropriate limits on state
power,” according to the judge’s 101-

page opinion.

The administration’s denial was based on the
department’s equal opportunity clause, but
the state had allowed certain exemptions
from this for other religious preschools.

“The department has allowed faith-based
providers to deny children and families
equal opportunity based on their religious
affiliation, or lack thereof,” wrote Colorado
district judge John Kane in the opinion, “and
has cited no compelling interest for
permitting that discrimination while denying
plaintiffs’ request for a related exemption.”

“Catholic schools must be free to ensure that
their students and families are open to and
supportive of the Catholic Church’s
religious teachings,” Reaves noted.
“Religious schools and families should
never be excluded by the state for their
beliefs.”

Colorado’s participation requirements,

the August 2023 lawsuit argued, “would
categorically exclude all Archdiocese of
Denver Catholic preschools because of the
Catholic Church’s sincere and long-held
religious beliefs.”

“Colorado did not have to create a universal
preschool funding program, but in doing so
it cannot implement that program in a way
that excludes certain religious groups and
providers based on their sincerely held
religious beliefs,” read the lawsuit, filed in
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U.S. District Court for the District of
Colorado by attorneys with the Becket legal

group.

Catholic preschools in Denver seek to
ensure that teachers uphold their religious
mission. This means that staff must sign
archdiocese-approved employment contracts
annually that affirm their willingness to
uphold Catholic teaching on issues including
life, marriage, and sexuality.

Kate Quinones

Families, too, must agree that they
understand and accept the Catholic
community’s view on matters like marriage,
sexuality, and gender. Further, following the
Archdiocese of Denver’s instruction,
Catholic schools must consider whether a
prospective student’s family members
identify as LGBTQ or are in a same-sex
relationship and whether a student self-
identifies as LGBTQ.
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Homer Versus Virgil

To what extent are literary epics the children
of their own times, expressions of their own
particular zeitgeist, and to what extent are
they expressions of perennial truths that
transcend fads, fashions, and other temporal
ephemera?

What do the great literary epics tell us about
the epochs in which they were written? And,
more importantly, what do these epics and
epochs tell us about our own epoch? To
what extent are literary epics the children of
their own times, expressions of their own
particular zeitgeist, and to what extent are
they expressions of perennial truths that
transcend fads, fashions, and other temporal
ephemera?

Considering the epics of Homer and Virgil
will enable us to understand these questions
and to move toward answering them.

As Homer tells us in the opening lines

of The Iliad, its theme is the pride and anger
of Achilles and the destructive and
devastating consequences of such prideful
anger. On the most basic level, pride
precedes a fall. Yet Homer goes much
deeper than this. He illustrates that pride
destroys and devastates the lives of the
innocent. It is not merely the sinner who
suffers the consequences of sin, he also
inflicts suffering on others with every
prideful act. Pride does not merely precede a
fall, it claims innocent victims.

And Homer goes deeper still. He tells us at
the very beginning of The Iliad, immediately
after informing us that his theme is Achilles’
pride and its destructive consequences, that
the will of Zeus is accomplished. In other
words, the hand of providence ultimately
triumphs over pride in the way in which God
punishes the sinner with the consequences of
his sin. But what are we to make of the

innocent victims? Is it God’s will that they
suffer the effects of the sins of others?

These questions are addressed in Homer’s
other epic, The Odyssey. At the beginning of
this epic, Zeus states that men are always
blaming the gods for the suffering in their
lives, whereas suffering is caused by their
own recklessness, with the exception of that
suffering which is “given”. In other words,
suffering can be caused by sin or it can be a
gift. The remainder of The Odyssey is a
playing out of Homer’s exposition of the
mystery of suffering, or what C. S. Lewis
called “the problem of pain”. Odysseus and
his men suffer greatly from the
consequences of their own recklessness but,
in Odysseus’ case, he learns that suffering is
a gift which must be accepted and even
embraced as a means of growing in wisdom
and humility.

Virgil’s epic, The Aeneid, was written
twenty to thirty years before the birth of
Christ and about 800 years after Homer
wrote The lliad and The Odyssey. Unlike the
works of Homer, which address perennial
truths transcending the fads and fashions of
the age in which they were written, Virgil
was apparently doing the bidding of his
political masters, especially the Roman
emperor Caesar Augustus. The Aeneid is a
patriotic poem, eulogizing the glories of
imperial Rome. It is, therefore, a child of the
epoch in which it was written to a degree
that is much less the case with the Homeric
epics.

It was unfinished at the time of Virgil’s
death, and his last wish was that the poem
should be destroyed. It would seem,
therefore, that Virgil was unhappy with it.

Why was this?




It is, of course, difficult to know the answer
to this enigmatic question. One possible
answer is that Virgil was uncomfortable
serving as the de facto poet laureate of
imperial Rome. Perhaps he felt that he was
betraying his Muse in the writing of a
patriotic work, presumably at the behest of
Caesar, which glorified Rome as the
dominant imperial power in the world.

Although we cannot know the reasons for
Virgil’s apparent dislike of his own epic, we
can at least be happy that his final wish was
not carried out. We can thank Caesar himself
for preserving The Aeneid for posterity,
since it was he who forbade its destruction
and ordered its publication. In doing so, he
gave us the fruits of Virgil’s genius. Without
his timely intervention, we would be bereft
of Virgil’s depiction of the tragic passion of
Aeneas and Dido, the “prisoners of lust”
who forsook their responsibilities to indulge
in erotic self-gratification.

We would also be bereft of the vision of the
afterlife, in which Virgil adds flesh, or at

Joseph Pearce

least shades of colour, to Homer’s
theological musings on the judgment of the
dead. Such musings would inspire Dante’s
own epic, The Divine Comedy, without
which we would all be so much the poorer.

Returning to our original questions, we can
conclude that Homer’s epics tell us less
about the epoch in which they were written
than does Virgil’s, the latter of which is very
much a product of its own time. To that
extent, insofar as Homer’s works are less the
children of their own time, and insofar as
they transcend the expression of any
particular zeitgeist, shining forth perennial
truths, it is tempting to judge Homer to be
Virgil’s superior.

Since, however, all three epics are not for an
age but for all ages, it would be a foolhardy
judge who succumbed to the temptation to
pass judgment. Since the present author is
not foolish enough to rush in where wiser
judges fear to tread, he will simply confess
the temptation without succumbing to it.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/03/homer-versus-virgil/
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‘Reboot’ Teaches the Fundamental Importance of Christian Joy

As Chris Stefanick warned in his book
entitled Living Joy, “Misery is contagious
and, if unchecked, ultimately leads to war.
Joy is equally contagious and leads to a
better world.”

Last week, I attended a phenomenal event at
my parish. Author and speaker Chris
Stefanick, a graduate of the Franciscan
University of Steubenville and founder

of Real Life Catholic, spoke to an audience
of about 400 people about joy.

Entitled Reboot, this two-hour presentation
was meant to inspire listeners, ignite
excitement the faith, and send people away
with the will to make changes in their lives
to live out the joy of Christ.

I can honestly say that I had not had a more
fun and enlightening evening in years. Chris
is a dynamic speaker who grabbed the
audience’s attention from the moment he set
foot at the front of the room. As he roamed
the aisles looking right into the eyes and
faces of the audience, he spoke directly to
the hearts of listeners. His charisma and his
charm were infectious, and his energy
contagious. Walking out of the church, I felt
renewed.

I have spent the last several days reflecting
on this talk and replaying it in my mind. His
words truly resonated with me. Joy is so
crucial in our lives. And as I think many of
us know, it’s lacking in our society. We see
evidence of this everywhere. Just read the
news. Or people’s reactions to it.

Why is there so much anger today? Partly, 1
think, it comes as a product of staring at a
small mobile device 24/7. Our phones are a
tool that often steals our joy.

Talks like those given by Stefanick are
meant to draw us away from those thieves

and bring us back to what’s truly
important—our faith and the love of our
Heavenly Father.

We all desperately need joy, but Satan is
working overtime to steal it from us. And
when he steals that joy, chaos reigns. Anger
reigns. Hatred reigns. And Satan rejoices.
Once we truly understand that, it changes
how we feel about ourselves and how we
feel about the world. More so, it changes
how we interact with the world.

Saint John Paul II taught that we must all
work to build a culture of life. But we can’t
build a culture of life if we don’t have a
foundation of faith and joy to build it upon.
If we don’t love the faith that we profess and
project that love outward, then how do we
draw others to it? How do we create a world
where people want to fill their lives with
Christ’s love and mercy if they don’t see us
living the joy that comes from knowing we
are so loved by a Father who gave His life
for us?

Reboot reminds us to shut out the outside
world and to find the inner joy that we all
long for.

Christ teaches us that even though we live in
a broken world where bad things happen, He
can help us find the good. We just have to
allow Him to do so. It’s knowing that He can
help us create good from the bad that we
find and sustain that joy.

Does having joy mean that we will always
be happy, that we will always feel like
skipping down the sidewalk, or that we will
never feel angry or frustrated? Of course
not. Human beings have a wide range of
feelings throughout the day, but the inner joy
we must cultivate on a daily basis helps us
deal with those negative feelings and
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conquer them. That inner joy helps us gain
perspective on life and focus on eternity
with God.

So how do we create that joy within
ourselves? It takes effort, but Chris offered
several ways, including giving thanks in all
circumstances, loving ourselves, making
good friends, and framing our mind with
faith.

When we look at the cross, at Jesus’
outstretched arms, at His brutalized body,
and think “He did that for me,” we realize
the depth of His love for us. This innocent,
holy, beautiful, all-loving, and all-powerful
God became man and gave His life so that

Susan Ciancio

we could live with Him for all eternity. What
an incredible gift!

God wants us to know His love for us. He
wants us to feel the joy that comes from
being loved more than we can ever imagine.
And He wants us to share that love and joy
with others.

As Chris warned in his book entitled Living
Joy, “Misery is contagious and, if
unchecked, ultimately leads to war. Joy is
equally contagious and leads to a better
world.”

Understanding this, let us take time to reflect
on our lives, to cultivate joy, and to be that
contagion that makes the world a better
place as we lead others to Christ.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/03/reboot-teaches-the-fundamental-importance-
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On Tap At 2024 Society of Catholic Scientists Convention: Al, Evolution, and
The Nature of Faith

What does the development of artificial
intelligence say about the human soul? Do
humans actually have free will? What leads
scientific-minded people to convert to
Christianity?

The Society of Catholic Scientists’

(SCS) annual convention, taking place June
7-9 at Mundelein Seminary northwest of
Chicago, promises to tackle these questions
and more.

Stephen Barr, a PhD physicist at the
University of Delaware and founder of the
group, told CNA that the group has grown to
over 2,000 members worldwide since its
founding in 2016, with its first annual
conference taking place in 2017.

On the Society’s website, the organization
describes itself as an answer to the call of
Pope St. John Paul II that “members of the
Church who are active scientists” be of
service to those who are attempting to
“integrate the worlds of science and religion
in their own intellectual and spiritual lives.”

In addition to connecting members with
opportunities and resources of common
interest, the group has sought to provide
educational resources to those outside its
membership by providing on its

website answers to common questions
related to faith and science.

Five of the 13 scheduled talks at the
upcoming SCS conference deal in some way
with the topic of artificial intelligence, a
hot subject both in the secular and Catholic
worlds. The Vatican under Pope Francis has
in recent years emphasized the ethical use
of Al, while a number of Catholics around
the world are working to develop new
catechetical tools that make use of Al

technology for the purposes of sharing the
Catholic faith.

Barr said one of the Al-related talks he is
most excited for is one to be presented by
Alexander Pruss, a philosopher and
mathematician at Baylor University, on the
topic of Al and human souls.

Other highlights will include a talk by
Martin Nowak, a renowned Harvard
mathematical biologist, on the topic “Does
Evolution Lead to God?” Suzanne Bohlson,
a Professor of Biology at UC Irvine, will
speak about how and why scientists convert
to Christianity, and the nature of faith. Other
presentations will focus on topics such as
the existence of free will and the problem of
evil.

The Catholic Church has long supported the
sciences, sponsoring for centuries endeavors
such as the Vatican Observatory and
hosting conferences in recent years on
scientific topics such as quantum physics.

Barr said despite the Church’s longstanding
support for science, he still encounters the
misconception that most scientists are
atheists.

“Many ordinary people looking at science
completely from the outside, they have a
misconception that all scientists are
atheists,” Barr observed. “I think they
imagine that if you’re in science, you must
be surrounded by hostile people, people
hostile to religion. And that’s not really
true...there’s a wide spectrum of attitudes,
and the people who are hostile to it are
really a small minority.”

Barr said despite the large numbers of
scientists who are religious, many of them
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may feel they can’t share their faith openly
in the scientific settings where they work.

“[R]eligious scientists tend to be a little
quieter and maybe more cautious because
they’re playing it safe...You keep your head
down a little bit. Why invite trouble?” he
said.

One of the main goals of the SCS annual
conference, he said, is to be a place where
Catholic scientists meet each other and have
fellowship with each other, spiritually and
intellectually.

Jonah McKeown

“If you feel isolated, that makes you more
reticent. And so what we want to do is break
that vicious cycle and show the world and
each other that there are a lot of religious
scientists, particularly Catholic scientists.
There are a lot of Catholic scientists out
there.”

“I think our organization will help younger
Catholics in science see that they’re actually
quite a community, that they’re part of a
very large community, and overcome their
sense of isolation, make them more
confident.”
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Louisiana to Place Ten Commandments in All Public Schools

The bill considers the Ten Commandments an important historical and cultural document that
influenced the founding of the US, one that students should study.

Legislators in the state of Louisiana have
passed a bill that would require all public
schools to display the Ten
Commandments. While Republican
Governor Jeff Landry has yet to comment
on whether he will sign the bill into law, it
would most likely be challenged by both
state and federal civil liberties unions, which
have called the bill “unconstitutional.”

According to CNN, the bill was passed
through the state’s House of Representatives
in a vote of 79-16. If signed, the law would
require all classrooms of public schools
from kindergarten to college to display
the Ten Commandments.

The wording of the bill, HB71, allows each
school to decide upon “the nature of the
display,” but it must at least be shown on a
poster or framed document, sized at least
11x14 inches. Furthermore, it stipulates
that the Ten Commandments must be the
central focus of the display, printed in a
font that is large enough to be easily read
from anywhere in the classroom.

While opponents of the bill have argued that
posting a document of religious origins in
public schools is a breach of the separation
of church and state, the bill has taken a
different angle. It presents the Ten
Commandments as an important
historical and cultural document that
played a pivotal role in the founding
documents of the US.

The bill cited a quote from James Madison:

“History records that James Madison, the
fourth President of the United States of
America, stated that "(w)e have staked the

whole future of our new nation ... upon the
capacity of each of ourselves to govern
ourselves according to the moral principles
of the Ten Commandments.”

In this light, the Louisiana House has
determined that the study of the Ten
Commandments is instrumental to
understanding the views of the founding
fathers when they established a new nation.

CNN reports that activist groups have
already vowed to take the legislation to
court, if passed. In a joint statement from the
American Civil Liberties Union, the
American Civil Liberties Union of
Louisiana, Americans United for Separation
of Church and State and the Freedom from
Religion Foundation, the group called the
bill “unconstitutional:”

“The state may not require public schools to
display the Ten Commandments in
classrooms. Many faith-based and civil-
rights organizations oppose this measure
because it violates students’ and families’
fundamental right to religious freedom.”
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Jersey Shore Children Encounter Jesus at Stop on National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage

With school uniforms pressed, matching hair
ribbons, and hands folded in prayer,
hundreds of school children from the
Diocese of Trenton greeted the most special
guest imaginable: Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament.

Fresh off a trek across New Jersey, Jesus in
the Eucharist arrived May 29 at St. Mary of
the Pines Church in Manahawkin on the
New Jersey shore as part of the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage for a day of
adoration, a eucharistic procession and holy
Mass celebrated by Bishop David O’Connell
of the Diocese of Trenton. The diocesan
event was designed especially to bring
awareness to school children about the real
presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

Jesus arrived accompanied by clergy,
seminarians, and religious sisters, as well as
five “Perpetual Pilgrims” — young adults
who have put their lives on hold in order

to share their love for Jesus in the Eucharist.
They are processing with him for 65 straight
days and 1,000 miles on the eastern St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Route of the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage, which began in New
Haven, Connecticut.

Four routes. One goal.

From the big cities to the sandy hamlets of
the Jersey shore, the goal of this pilgrimage
is simple: to revive and deepen devotion to
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by meeting
the faithful where they are.

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage is a
part of the National Eucharistic Revival,
which began in 2022. This unprecedented
initiative was designed to renew awareness
and devotion within the United States to
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage began
on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, with four
routes setting off from launch sites in
Connecticut, Minnesota, Texas, and
California, and forming the sign of the cross
over the nation as they converge on July 17—
21 in Indianapolis, Indiana. There, Jesus will
be enthroned at the Tenth National
Eucharistic Congress — the first such
congress to be held in the United States
since 1941.

Taken together, all four routes of the
pilgrimage will travel 6,000 miles, through
27 states and 65 dioceses.

Marina Frattaroli, from Dallas, Texas, is a
Perpetual Pilgrim on the St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton route. A recent graduate from
Columbia Law School, Frattaroli was
welcomed into the Catholic Church in 2022.

“One of the things that has surprised me the
most has been how big this pilgrimage is,”
shared Frattaroli. “From the bishops and
priests to the laity, people want to be part of
this. And they’re showing up.”

“Yesterday was a work and school day in the
middle of the week. For the entire all-day
procession, the line of pilgrims walking with
us was a mile long,” she recalled.

A God that wants to be with you

“We’re on an adventure!” declared Natalie
Garza, a high school theology teacher from
Kansas City and a Perpetual Pilgrim on the
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton route. Garza spoke
to the students about the real presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist. “Every adventure has
a destination,” she said. “We will have a life
with Jesus forever, or a life without Jesus




forever. We have to choose our destination.
We have a God who wants to be with us.”

Speaking to the young people, Dominic
Carstens, a student at Wyoming Catholic
College and a fellow Perpetual Pilgrim
pointed to the monstrance. “Yesterday, I was
so tired. We walked 17 miles in one day and
I didn’t think I could go on. I looked at Jesus
and remembered the Bible verse, John
15:12-13, ‘This is my commandment: love
one another as I love you. No one has
greater love than this: to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.’ I wasn’t alone. Jesus
cheered me on.”

The highway to heaven

With clouds of incense rising up to the
bright blue sky, the eucharistic procession
made its way across the grounds of St. Mary
of the Pines. Led by clergy, altar servers,
musicians, and the Perpetual Pilgrims, the

Sharon Delaney

students joyfully processed behind Jesus to
celebrate Mass with Bishop O’Connell.

During his homily, O’Connell shared the
story of Blessed Carlo Acutis, an Italian
teenager who died in 2006. He is the patron
of youth for the Diocese of Trenton, and he
will soon be declared a saint.

“Blessed Carlo’s love for Jesus in the
Eucharist changed the world and the church.
He created a website cataloging all of the
recorded eucharistic miracles.” O’Connell
whispered into the microphone, “In fact, he
was a gamer and a computer geek!” eliciting
chuckles from the students.

“Carlo believed that Jesus in the Eucharist
was his ‘highway to heaven.” He went to
Mass every day. He said the Rosary every
day. He loved Jesus and stayed close to our
Lord every day. I hope his example of
loving Jesus in Eucharist and staying close
to Him will inspire you.”

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/02/jersey-shore-children-encounter-jesus-at-stop-

on-national-eucharistic-pilgrimage/
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Aleteia 2024 Summer Book List: Books for Kids

Amid the fun and sun of summer, you kids can also find plenty of adventure and wonder in the pages of
these wonderful books.

Summer is a time for relaxation and
enjoyment -- and not only out on the
baseball field or at the beach, but also inside
the pages of a book. Aleteia's recommended
summer reads for 2024 will take your
children to exotic places and distant times,
while also exploring the values of curiosity,
courage, and kindness.

We also have book lists
for adults and teens, so your entire family
can enjoy a booktastic summer!

Summer book recommendations for kids

1 JEROME LEJEUNE: THE SAINTLY
GENETICIST

Word on Fire, 2024.

Jérome Lejeune tells the story of a brilliant
Catholic scientist who was also an advocate
of every person's right to life, and who was
recently named venerable by Pope Francis.
Written by Ana Braga-Henebry and
beautifully illustrated by Anita Barghigiani,
the book is perfect for the budding young
scientist in your family.

2 HEART OF A SHEPHERD
Yearling, 2010.

When Brother's dad is sent to war, he is
suddenly tasked with helping his
grandparents keep their family ranch
running. Rosanne Parry's Heart of a
Shepherd is a coming-of-age story in which
a boy overcomes adversity to find his true
calling.

3 THE WINGFEATHER SAGA AND
ZITA THE SPACEGIRL

First Second, 2018 & WaterBrook, 2024.

Aleteia contributor Caitlin Bootsma touts
Andrew Peterson's Wingfeather Saga books
as "perfect for fans of Narnia." She also
highly recommends the Zita the

Spacegirl series of graphic novels by Ben
Hatke, saying that the stories and
illustrations are "wonderful." Kids with
active imaginations will surely delight in
both series.

4 THE LOUPIO SERIES
Ignatius/Magnificat, 2021.

An adventurous boy follows in the footsteps
of Francis of Assisi, accompanied by his
friend "Brother Wolf" on a journey through
medieval Italy. Jean-Francois

Kieffer's Loupio series of books will remind
you of TinTin thanks to their action-packed
stories and captivating illustrations. Loupio
is a relatable hero who dreams big, makes
mistakes, but truly desires to be more like
Jesus.

5 THE WORLD OF ANNA HIBISCUS
Walker Books, 2021.

For younger readers, Aleteia's Tess Barber
recommends Atinuke's The World of Anna
Hibiscus: "These books are about a little girl
who lives in modern-day Africa in one big
house with her entire extended family. My
daughters (ages 5 and 7) have just fallen in
love with this series, and it has such positive
values, focused on appreciation for family,
generosity, thoughtfulness, obedience,
courage, and so many other great messages.
I can't believe I hadn't heard of it until
recently!"

READ Theresa Civantos Barber's article
about Anna Hibiscus here!



https://aleteia.org/2024/05/28/aleteia-2024-summer-book-list-adult-fiction-and-nonfiction/
https://aleteia.org/2024/05/31/aleteia-2024-summer-book-list-books-for-teens/
https://books.wordonfire.org/saintly-geneticist
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/127120/heart-of-a-shepherd-by-rosanne-parry/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/127120/heart-of-a-shepherd-by-rosanne-parry/
https://www.amazon.com/Wingfeather-Saga-Boxed-Set-Darkness/dp/0593601882/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ld60MJkVFXgf_xgyF2RW1E3jNUlO68i5luR5LFkxG0nFc4lfMLjei76jxZXbvTABv_2IPqE-x04Vr5Lf4Kfvzpw-6GqNam4pd5EygKb2oVyogijM_w0yjWmLq6Lw-TuOoe169iyiW-mwVED-4v3u8zFtNUetFEe3jkrhrz_IxULk9RzVyrLr83ywCi0pQ_ofjjrbqoZ9uJs5HyeiSV63X5I4Np4lKufKxFKHAKVVe68.Kwam_AYn1HYz7ktmXHEoYPSG2XiLfVVEpiIitIHUn3E&qid=1716395215&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Zita-Spacegirl-Trilogy-Boxed-Set/dp/1250180333
https://www.amazon.com/Zita-Spacegirl-Trilogy-Boxed-Set/dp/1250180333
https://bookstore.magnificat.net/loupio-series-pack-of-6.html
https://www.amazon.com/Hibiscus-Collection-Atinuke-Welcome-Amazing/dp/1529503272/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32VIKO4TPAY5Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UF9qe_FVBZXIGLGCAE6a2n_HYjBfC7_TIePXfct2OxdZpibu79CxXUq9xGEvkBHYbONX4ZrMIJxo_fvifpqny8LODM2oggr6Tj8jv4AIWrR_IqMEN3VUwm52j3pVlbgug9xYOHpEDVwOhXkpjWfYhTVFtgdGvdGVhCDSctrMnIWda8RKvM9YHbi_r3bs_VePLuC6s9vn_pQ7zYRzFKN38PKYHl4qOg-BbDXgQjb5O8k.uHOohFPXjN90RGIBNmXR0U431B1EMCJWjMCukbxd4zE&dib_tag=se&keywords=ANNA+HIBISCUS&qid=1716395527&s=books&sprefix=anna+%2Cstripbooks%2C733&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hibiscus-Collection-Atinuke-Welcome-Amazing/dp/1529503272/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32VIKO4TPAY5Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UF9qe_FVBZXIGLGCAE6a2n_HYjBfC7_TIePXfct2OxdZpibu79CxXUq9xGEvkBHYbONX4ZrMIJxo_fvifpqny8LODM2oggr6Tj8jv4AIWrR_IqMEN3VUwm52j3pVlbgug9xYOHpEDVwOhXkpjWfYhTVFtgdGvdGVhCDSctrMnIWda8RKvM9YHbi_r3bs_VePLuC6s9vn_pQ7zYRzFKN38PKYHl4qOg-BbDXgQjb5O8k.uHOohFPXjN90RGIBNmXR0U431B1EMCJWjMCukbxd4zE&dib_tag=se&keywords=ANNA+HIBISCUS&qid=1716395527&s=books&sprefix=anna+%2Cstripbooks%2C733&sr=1-1
https://aleteia.org/2024/06/20/enter-the-amazing-family-centered-world-of-anna-hibiscus

6 THE BURGESS BIRD BOOK AND They will explain why in an article coming
ANIMAL BOOK soon.

The final books on our list also came via Check back in the coming days for articles

Tess Barber -- but this time from her about each of the books and book series on

children. Apparently, they love, love, love our list. Many will include author

the Burgess Bird Book for Children and interviews, additional resources to explore

the Burgess Animal Book for Children. with your kids, or further reading
recommendations.

John Touhey
https://aleteia.org/2024/05/31/aleteia-2024-summer-book-list-books-for-kids



https://store.doverpublications.com/products/9780486428406
https://store.doverpublications.com/products/9780486437453?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwr7ayBhAPEiwA6EIGxMtg3CCaR-ft9li2ca78bzB02EufSHOPUPzx3f-2k5l6IwFVGXnN9BoCKIYQAvD_BwE
https://aleteia.org/2024/05/31/aleteia-2024-summer-book-list-books-for-kids

The Dangers of Giving Your Child an Unusual Name

If you're looking for a perfect moniker for your little newborn, here are a few things to consider
before going down the "unique" route.

Trying to find the ideal name for a new
addition to the family is a difficult job.
Parents have the arduous task of choosing a
name that represents their values, beliefs,
and their identity. They then have to find a
name that works well with their surname,
and to top it off, they might also want a
name that is a little unusual to give their
child a bit of personality.

These days, parents have looked to fruit,
locations and space for inspiration. They've
also chosen alternative spellings to make the
name their own. It's all understandable, but,
as a person with an unusual name, I'd really
like you to consider some potential issues
when choosing something different.

1 CONSTANT MISPRONUNCIATION

My name is Cerith. It could be worse you
might think. Well, as an Irish/British person
in France it is a nightmare. In England it is
often pronounced Serith and in Ireland
Carrot. When in actual fact it is meant to be
pronounced Kerrith. (This obviously
morphed over the years into Kenneth by my
loving brothers.)

In France it doesn't get any easier. People
often say it with a frown to start with. After
a while they usually opt for "Cerise," which
is in fact a cherry. Although admittedly I do
appreciate a good cherry!

2 AN ADMINISTRATIVE NIGHTMARE

Sometimes it's a great talking point as you
explain to people its origins -- I'll get to that
-- but sometimes you feel like a real
nuisance, endlessly spelling, pronouncing
and then spelling it again. It's something that
has definitely led me to waste far more time

filling out documents over the phone, or
trying to get in touch with people who
thought my name was actually Cerys.

Frankly, if you want easy form-filling, go
for a super easy name that is known
throughout the world, something like Mary!
It will also help when you're at school.
Teachers won't be annoyed with you for
having a name that doesn't roll off the
tongue, and that they don't have to check its
spelling each time they go to write it down.
(As a teacher myself I totally understand
how this can be a challenge.)

3 YOU'RE FORGOTTEN

One of the things with having an unusual
name is that people either forget it or they
have it embedded in their brain. My best
friend recently admitted to me that she had
to write it phonetically on her hand for
nearly a year because she just couldn't get it
to stay in her head. I understand and I don't
take it personally.

However, I would add that your name is a
big part of your identity. If your name is
forgotten, you lose a little of your identity,
too. On the upside, though, for those who
have remembered my name, it has definitely
become a part of who I am for them.

4 NOT BLENDING IN

I think this definitely is the case when you're
young. You want to fit in. You want to be
part of the in-crowd. With a name like
Cerith that was never going to happen. I
looked around my class at the Rachels,
Claires, and Sarahs and was so desperate to
have a name that was more modern and
popular.




It wasn't easy, but now as an adult I can see
it as a good conversation starter, and maybe
I've finally grown into it after 50 years!

However...

One thing I would say about having an
unusual name is that if it has a history or
some meaning, then it can be quite
delightful.

The name Cerith actually belongs to a Welsh
aunt (my mother is Welsh). She was given
this name when her father had been posted
to Jordan during the war and had written a
postcard home to his expectant wife saying
that he was on the banks of a little stream
called "Cerith" -- his Welsh spelling of the
name. At the time I thought how romantic,
but I never really understood the origins of
my name.

Then, when I started school, my religious
studies teacher told me that it was in the
Bible. Although as I was only about 12
when he mentioned it, and we didn't have
the internet, I never actually found it.

Thankfully, years later the internet was able
to help me out. When I googled Cerith, apart
from being a not-so-pleasant looking snail
that feeds off food waste, I found one
website that told me a little more.

Cerith Gardiner

A little Biblical background

It actually comes from the Hebrew Kerith,
or Cherith, Chorath (pronounced like my
name), and means to cut down, or a stream.
And in the Bible Elijah was fed by ravens
next to the brook Cherith: 1 Kings 17:4. And
I don't know why, but the fact that my name
had some sort of spiritual meaning felt more
significant than just being a plain old snail.

The burning question in the family is
whether any of my children will pass it on to
theirs. The resounding answer has been
"no," but maybe as a middle name.
Truthfully, I don't blame them.

https://aleteia.org/2024/06/01/the-dangers-of-giving-your-child-an-unusual-name



https://faithlead.org/blog/bread-from-ravens-bread-from-heaven/
https://faithlead.org/blog/bread-from-ravens-bread-from-heaven/
https://aleteia.org/2024/06/01/the-dangers-of-giving-your-child-an-unusual-name

Courts Continue to Undermine the Basic Rights of Parents and Educators

Two recent disputes illustrate ongoing
judicial indifference, if not hostility, to the
bedrock religious freedom rights of parents
and teachers.

Two recent cases over divergent issues in
education involving human sexuality
demonstrate how ideology continues to
trump the rights of parents and educators.
These disputes illustrate ongoing judicial
indifference, if not hostility, to the religious
freedom rights of parents and educators in
public schools.

Mahamoud v. McKnight

In Mahamoud v. McKnight, on May 15,
2024, a divided Fourth Circuit, in a two-to-
one order, affirmed that Muslim, Catholic
and Ukrainian Orthodox Christian parents in
Maryland were not entitled to a preliminary
injunction allowing them to opt their pre-K
and elementary school-aged children out of
exposure to LGBT+ friendly curricular
materials to which they objected on religious
grounds. Among the material the parents
challenged is Pride Puppy!, a book about a
Pride Day parade aimed at three and four-
year-olds in pre-K and Head Start classes
who were directed to find such terms as
“[drag] queen” and “king”, “leather”, “lip
ring”, and “intersex”. Other books include
stories about a planned “same-sex
marriage”, a transgender child’s rainbow-
colored wig, and elementary school students
replacing girl/boy bathroom signs with non-
binary signs.

The seeds for controversy were planted in
October 2022 when the Montgomery
County Board of Education added
LGBTQ+-Inclusive Books to its English
Language Arts Curriculum. In March 2023
the board allowed parents to opt their
children out of classes in which the books

were discussed. A day later, though, the
board reversed course, announcing it would
neither allow parents to opt their children
out of classes in which these books were
discussed nor inform them when they were
scheduled to be read.

The federal trial court rejected parental
claims that officials violated their First
Amendment right to free exercise of
religion in light of the board’s goal of
improving inclusivity for the “LGBTQ+
community”. The judge disagreed parents
have the fundamental right to be involved in
or informed about the material to which
their children are exposed because teachers
did not force students to agree with what
they read.

On appeal, a split Fourth Circuit’s affirmed
in favor of the board, declaring the parents
failed to present sufficient evidence officials
violated their free exercise rights or
undermined the values they sought to instill
in their children. The majority wrote that
absent evidence the books were used “in a
way that directly or indirectly coerces the
parents or their children to believe or act
contrary to their religious faith,” they did not
demonstrate they would have succeeded on
the merits of their claim.

The dissent responded that the board
“burdened these parents’ right to exercise
their religion and direct the religious
upbringing of their children by putting them
to the choice of either compromising their
religious beliefs or foregoing a public
education for their children.” The dissent
conceded that while “[c]ourts rightly
defer to schools, as a general matter, for
curriculum decisions,” they lack the
authority to “...burden the free exercise of
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religion in a way that is not both neutral and
generally applicable.”

Kluge v. Brownsburg Community School
Corporation

In Kluge v. Brownsburg Community School
Corporation, on April 30, 2024, a case
originating early in 2020, a federal trial
court in Indiana upheld the dismissal of a
high school orchestra teacher who, rather
than violate his Christian beliefs by calling
transgender students by their preferred
names or pronouns referred to them by their
last names. The board initially
accommodated the teacher by allowing him
to use last names.

On remand from the Seventh Circuit, the
trial judge applied the Supreme Court’s 2024
ruling in Groff'v. DeJoy which requires
employers to make reasonable religious
accommodations for their employees not
causing them undue hardships. The court
maintained that allowing the teacher to call

students by their last names would have
caused the board an undue hardship, thereby
outweighing his rights.

The court decided that because the board’s
“business” was to provide supportive
learning environments, accommodating the
teacher unduly burdened its ability to
educate all of its students. Upholding the
teacher’s dismissal, the court accepted the
board’s three arguments. First, the court
agreed that allowing the teacher to use last
names psychologically harmed two of his
transgender student; he conceded this could
occur. Second, the court accepted the
board’s claim that because students, parents,
and teachers complained about the orchestra
instructor’s behavior, it could terminate his
employment. Third, the court was satisfied
that if the board allowed the teacher to use
last names it might have faced litigation for
violating Title IX by discriminating against

the transgender students, placing its federal
funding at risk.

Because Kluge differs from judgments of
the Sixth Circuit, in a case from a public
university in Ohio, and Supreme Court of
Virginia involving a teacher, further
litigation is likely to clarify the rights of all
involved. These cases agreed with Supreme
Court precedent, albeit in non-education-
related disputes, in which it consistently
reasoned that individuals cannot be forced
to communicate messages inconsistent with
their religious beliefs because this was
constitutionally impermissible compelled
speech.

Some observations

In a nation founded at least in part on
religious freedom, as reflected

in Mahamoud and Kluge, some lower courts
and school officials have lost sight of this
ideal by usurping parental rights and the
ability of educators in public schools to be
free from compelled speech violating their
beliefs. At a time when there is so much talk
of coexistence and openness to others, why
does this not go both ways in protecting
religious freedom as ideology seeks to trump
parental and educator rights?

Key questions are raised, including what the
appropriate age is at which children should
be exposed to material for which they are
intellectually and emotionally unprepared.
Do, for example, three and four-year-old
children need to learn about drag queens and
kings, lip rings, and intersex? How can such
lessons benefit youngsters who neither
understand these terms nor need to learn
about them at such tender ages?

Ignoring parental rights, the Fourth Circuit
stood 1925°s Pierce v, Society of Sisters on
its ear. In Pierce the Supreme Court
famously wrote that “[t]he child is not the
mere creature of the state; those who nurture
him and direct his destiny have the right,

158
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coupled with the high duty, to recognize and
prepare him for additional obligations.”
Some lower courts and educators continue to
ignore the Court’s clear message about
protecting parental rights. In Mahmoud, for
example, the Fourth Circuit allowed the
board to deny parents their rights to raise
legitimate questions about the
appropriateness of the materials to which
their young children were exposed as they
imposed their own ideological perspectives
on students and ultimately their families.

At the same time, because other courts
followed the lead of Supreme Court in
rejecting compelled speech, how far can
judges go in allowing school officials, as

in Kluge, to require educators to violate their
beliefs by using pronouns or certain names?
Where will this stop? Could mandating
pronoun or name use extend to requiring
teachers to espouse only board-favored
political and other perspectives? Similarly,
as in Mahmoud, should not common sense
dictate that parents have the right to excuse
their children from age-inappropriate
materials rather than require them to sit
through instruction inconsistent with their
family and religious values?

Yes, all people, regardless of their sexual
orientations and/or religious beliefs, must be
treated with respect. Consequently, it is
perplexing why proponents of mandating the
inclusion of LGBT+ friendly material can
proceed with what can be described as near-
religious fervor in exposing children as
young as three and four to material they
simply cannot understand. It is equally as
unclear why officials seek to compel

Charles J. Russo

teachers to abandon their faiths by using
pronouns inconsistent with their values.

And, yes, children certainly need to learn
about divergent points of view, within
reasonable parameters. Paradoxically, it is
highly doubtful these same supporters of
inclusion would be open to instruction on a
topic such as world religion to help develop
a better understanding of the beliefs of
others based on their fear of violating the so-
called separation of church and state.

Critics of religion typically oppose any
mention of it in public schools for fear of
exposing children, and even educators, to
faith-based values different from their own.
If this approach is followed to its logical
conclusion, a sound argument can be made
that having children as young as three and
four locate words such as “intersex” and
“drag queen” in Pride Puppy is just as much
about values as those professed by the
Muslim, Catholic, and Orthodox parents

who opposed Montgomery County’s
curriculum. Thus, it seems evident this fight
is not so much over values as it is over
whose values will prevail.

Another question remains over how far
some courts can go in enabling public
school officials to trample over parental and
teacher rights by mandating compliance
with ideological perspectives with which
they disagree. Hopefully, people of good
will on both sides of these challenging
issues can acknowledge and protect the
primacy of parental rights to direct the
education of their children, while allowing
teachers to return to the basics of teaching
reading, writing, and arithmetic.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/31/courts-continue-to-undermine-the-basic-rights-

of-parents-and-educators/
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Louisiana Legislature Requires Posting of 10 Commandments in Every Public
School and College Classroom

The Louisiana legislature this week

gave final passage to HB71 (full text) which
requires all public schools to display the Ten
Commandments in each classroom. The bill
specifies the Ten Commandments text which
must be used-- choosing the text that
appeared on the Ten Commandments marker
at the Texas State Capitol that was the
subject of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision
in Van Orden v. Perry. The Louisiana bill
requires:

The nature of the display shall be
determined by each governing authority
with a minimum requirement that the Ten
Commandments shall be displayed on a
poster or framed document that is at least
eleven inches by fourteen inches. The text
of the Ten Commandments shall be the
central focus of the poster or framed
document and shall be printed in a large,
easily readable font.

A specified "context statement" that details
the appearance of the Ten Commandments
in public school textbooks since 1688 must
be displayed along with the Ten
Commandments. It permits, but does not
require, public schools to also display the
Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence and the Northwest Ordinance
along with the Ten Commandments.

Howard Friedman

Public colleges must display the same text
of the Ten Commandments (but apparently
not the context statement) in each classroom
on their campuses.

The bill's substantive provisions are
preceded by legislative findings, including
the following:

Recognizing the historical role of the Ten
Commandments accords with our nation's
history and faithfully reflects the
understanding of the founders of our nation
with respect to the necessity of civic
morality to a functional self-government.
History records that James Madison, the
fourth President of the United States of
America, stated that "(w)e have staked the
whole future of our new nation . . . upon the
capacity of each of ourselves to govern
ourselves according to the moral principles
of the Ten Commandments.

The bill now goes to Governor Jeff Landry
for his signature. CNN reports on the bill.

UPDATE: On June 19, Governor

Landry signed HB71, and the ACLU
quickly announced that several advocacy
organization would file suit to challenge the
law.

https://religionclause.blogspot.com/2024/05/louisiana-legislature-requires-posting.html
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Prayers Before the Eucharistic by Holy Children

Let yourself be carried away by the simple words of these little children with giant faith who
prayed to Jesus present in the consecrated host of the Eucharist.

Believing that the Eucharist is God and
adoring Him in what looks like a piece of
bread requires becoming like children.
Perhaps these simple prayers will help you
to do this, as Jesus told us. These prayers are
from children whom today the Church
recognizes as saints or blessed, or who
perhaps soon will be.

Anyone of any age can pray them and listen
to them easily. They express the spiritual
childhood of those who recognize their
littleness and trust in Jesus and his Church.
That is why it’s easy to make them our own
and let what we feel and need flow through
them ... because we’re all children before
God!

1 BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS

“Jesus, take a seat! Make yourself at home!”
Blessed (soon to be saint) Carlo Acutis is
said to have prayed upon receiving
Communion. He used to say that the
Eucharist was his highway to heaven. From
the time he made his First Communion, he
went to Mass every day until his death at
only 15 years old.

2 LAURA VICUNA

“O my God, I want to love You and serve
You all my life. I give you my soul, my
heart, my whole self.”

Laura Vicuifia wrote these words for her First
Communion. This little girl offered her life
in sacrifice to Jesus asking especially for her
mother, as she confessed to Him before
dying at the age of 12.

3 THE LITTLE SHEPHERDS OF
FATIMA

“My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I
love you! I ask your forgiveness for those
who do not believe, do not adore, do not
hope, and do not love you!”

Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia, the three little
shepherd seers of Fatima, prayed this prayer
on their knees with their foreheads on the
ground, as they claimed an angel had
instructed them to do.

4 ST. JOSE SANCHEZ DEL RiO
“Long live Christ the King!”

The last words of the Mexican boy St. José
Sanchez del Rio — like those of many
martyrs — can become a simple praise
before the Blessed Sacrament.

5 ST. DOMINIC SAVIO

“I need nothing from this world in order to
be happy. I need only to contemplate you in
Heaven, Jesus, whom I now see and adore
on the Altar, with the eyes of faith.”

This prayer is an adaptation of some words
from the personal diary of little St. Dominic
Savio, who spent hours in ecstasy before the
Eucharist.

6 JOSEPH RATZINGER

“I would like to be always with you ... but
above all, be always with me.” Benedict
XVI made this prayer to Jesus the first time
he received Communion, when he was 9
years old.
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7 ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX

“Living Bread, Bread of Heaven, divine
Eucharist, soul-stirring mystery that
produced love! Come and dwell in my
breast, Jesus, my white host, just for today!”

Patricia Navas Gonzalez

St. Therese of the Child Jesus, teacher of
spiritual childhood, wrote these words which
belong to a longer poem she dedicated to her
older sister for her saint's day.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/3 1/prayers-before-the-eucharist-by-holy-children
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Canadian Catholic Schools Aim Lawsuit at Social Media Giants

The suit is aimed at the "addictive properties" of social media platforms, claiming they have
caused learning, behavioral, and mental health problems in kids.

A growing coalition of Catholic schools in
Ontario, along with a few secular schools,
have joined together to aim a lawsuit at
social media companies. The schools are
going after some of the industry’s tech
giants like Meta, TikTok, and Snapchat,
specifically aiming at the “addictive
properties” of social media use that the
schools say has negatively affected the
education system, as well as the rates at
which children learn.

According to CTV News Ottawa, there were
a variety of schools that joined the lawsuit,
including the boards of schools both
Catholic and secular. In addition, several
private Catholic schools have joined the
suit. It should be noted that Canada
allows for publicly funded religious-based
schools. While the lawsuit was launched by
The Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB),
there are now 11 schools who will join in the
litigation, located in both urban and rural
regions.

The lawsuit is the first of its kind and the
outcome could set a major precedent for
similar lawsuits across Canada. The boards
have claimed that they have been forced
to commit “significant resources” to
contend with the damage that the
“addictive properties” of social media
have done to their students. The schools
are seeking CA$4.5 billion in restitution.

A press release from Neinstein LLP, the firm
representing the schools, claims that social
media platforms are “negligently designed
for compulsive use,” which has in turn
“rewired the way children think, behave, and
learn.”

It goes on to note that educators have
been left to handle the fallout of such
“rewiring,” which has led to classroom
disruptions, made it harder to teach, and
negatively impacted student’s mental
health.

Safer social media environments

Thomas D'Amico, the director of education

for the OCSB explained that it is the goal of
all teachers to equip students with “the tools
for the future":

"However, we recognize that social media
products can impede our students' focus and
hinder the development of key global
competencies. That's why we are committed
to advocating for safer social media
environments for our students."

While TikTok has implemented one-hour
time limits for users below the age of 18,
many social media companies allow minors
unrestricted access to their services. It was
noted that 91% of Canadian students from
junior high school to high school use social
media daily, with 31% of them estimated
to log five hours or more on social media
platforms each day.

The claims will need to be proven in court,
although it was unclear if the suit would
need to just prove that social media systems
are designed to be addictive, or if they must
prove that these companies created these
features with malicious intent. While
Canada has plans in the works to ban social
media use in schools, it may still be possible
to link its use outside of school to learning,
behavioral, and mental health problems the
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schools have had to contend with in recent
years.

J-P Mauro
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A New Player in Post-Secondary Catholic Education: San Damiano College
for the Trades

The founding of San Damiano College for
the Trades responds to a call from
Springfield, Illinois, Bishop Thomas J.
Paprocki to set a new path for Catholic
education in the diocese and broader United
States.

The new college, which is currently
accepting applications for its inaugural class
in the fall of 2025, is geared toward young
men and will be located on the former
Springfield, Illinois, campus of the
Franciscan Brothers of the Holy Cross, who
operated the St. James Trade School there
from 1928 to 1972.

According to a press release from San
Damiano, the Norbertine order of priests and
brothers, which have a priory on campus,
will serve as chaplains and program
development guides.

The project has support from various labor
unions, which will pay all costs for
apprenticeships. The college anticipates
having an initial class of 75 students.
Students in apprenticeships earn wages that
will defray the costs of instruction.

In an interview with CNA, the college’s
founding president, Kent J. Lasnoski, said
that the college’s name reflects the
Franciscan heritage of the historic campus.
Lasnoski holds a doctorate in theology and
previously taught moral theology and
philosophy at Wyoming Catholic College,
where he also served as dean of students.

Asked how he would pitch San Damiano to
the parents of prospective students, Lasnoski
said: “You have a son graduating high
school. I assume that what you care most
about for him is that he lives a life that is
fruitful and holy and integrative. You have

two options before you to help him toward
that goal. You could send him to a standard

four-year university, or send him to a
different kind of model.”

“We’re offering an authentic Catholic
formation, training in the Great Books,
which prepare people for any career and
exposure to trades, and then choose a trade
that can pay them, come out of college
without debt, and with a useful degree,”
Lasnoski said.

The formation includes the traditional
trivium of grammar, logic, and rhetoric,
combined with technical instruction and on-
the-job training. The college proposes to
form the character of male students and
prepare them to “bring dignity, purpose, and
attentive craftsmanship to their work.”

Trades offered for the inaugural class
include carpentry, electrical, roofing,
arborist, and ecclesial restoration. In the
future, the college anticipates adding
additional tracks in plumbing and HVAC
and masonry as well as welding and
fabrication.

San Damiano is part of a resurgence

of Catholic trade schools nationally.
Among them are Harmel Academy in
Michigan and Santiago Trade School in
California.

“The main thing we do at the college is
formation in character, intellect, and spirit.
What we offer in technical training is
introductory. After their foundations year,
the students get technical instruction from a
union or nonunion contractor who is
offering an apprenticeship,” Lasnoski said.
An advantage for the students is that they
are paid during their apprenticeship and thus

165
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have little to no debt upon joining the
workforce.

Lasnoski said that San Damiano, unlike
other trade programs, will offer an
associate's degree. “The only other college
offering a degree in the trade school space is
the College of St. Joseph the Worker,
which offers a bachelor's degree,” he said.

“What also makes us different is the
spiritual discernment program. We have the
Norbertines on campus with their Corpus
Christi priory, and we share a life with them.
While other programs have good chaplains,

Martin Barillas

we have this life of the Norbertines that is
going to make this college unique,”
Lasnoski noted. An area of special interest
for San Damiano is the construction and
restoration of Catholic churches.

Lasnoski acknowledged that secular trade
schools and community colleges do offer
excellent training, but he said San Damiano
offers students a difference.

“It is one thing to have some exposure and a
credential in a skill, but it’s another to be a
man of character, hard work, and integrity,”
he emphasized.

A new playver in post-secondary Catholic education: San Damiano College for the Trades |

Catholic News Agency
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G.K. Chesterton Turns 150: Celebrating His Life and Legacy

Chesterton passionately argued the case for Catholicism even before his formal conversion. Here's a look
at the man whose work continues to provoke and inspire.

1o mark the 150th birthday of G.K.
Chesterton, Aleteia is devoting much of
today's coverage to the man who looms so
large (both figuratively and physically!) in
the cultural life of Catholicism in the
English-speaking world and beyond. Our
celebration kicks off with a tribute from
Joseph Pearce, who wrote a delightful

biography of the "prince of paradox.”

One hundred and fifty years ago, on May 29,
1874, the great Catholic writer G.K.
Chesterton was born. As a celebration of his
life and legacy, let’s look at the story of his
conversion to Catholicism and his influence
on the Catholic Revival in the 20th century.

From the time of his publication

of Orthodoxy in 1908, Chesterton was a
tireless defender of the Catholic Church. In
his novel The Man Who was Thursday, also
published in 1908, the hero declares that
“we are all Catholics now.” The hero of
another of his novels, The Ball and the
Cross, 1s a devout Catholic who argues the
case for Catholicism unceasingly. It was not
surprising, therefore, that most of his readers
presumed that Chesterton was a Catholic.
How could he not be, considering the
Catholic perspective that pervaded all his
work? And yet, surprisingly, Chesterton
would not actually be received into the
Church until 1922, 14 years after his
declaration and defense of Catholic
“orthodoxy.”

The delay was due to his not wanting to take
such a momentous step until his wife,
Francis, a happy and comfortably practicing
Anglican, was willing to take the step with
him. In the end, unable in conscience to
delay any longer, he entered the Church

without her. A few years later, Frances
joined him.

A man who was key to the Catholic
Revival

Both before and after his conversion,
Chesterton’s writing was of pivotal and
crucial importance to the Catholic Revival.
That revival, which can be said to have
begun with the conversion of St. John Henry
Newman in 1845, was reinvigorated by
Chesterton’s presence in the decades
following Newman’s death. It would be no
exaggeration to say that he presided over the
Catholic cultural revival from the
publication of Orthodoxy in 1908 until his
death in 1936.

Among those whose own conversion or
reinvigoration in faith was influenced by
Chesterton: Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh,
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Dorothy L.
Sayers, Ronald Knox, Fulton Sheen and
Alec Guinness.

A great poet and "liberator"

Graham Greene viewed Chesterton’s poem
"The Ballad of the White Horse" very
highly, preferring it to other great poems,
such as T.S. Eliot’s "The Waste Land."
Evelyn Waugh took a line from one of
Chesterton’s Father Brown mysteries as the
title of the final part of his novel Brideshead
Revisited, in which Father Brown’s words
serve as a metaphor for the theme of
providence and grace in the novel.

J.R.R. Tolkien lauded what he called
“Chestertonian fantasy” in his famous essay
“On Fairy-Stories.” C.S. Lewis gave credit
to Chesterton as a major influence on his
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own conversion from atheism to Anglican
Christianity, declaring that Chesterton’s
book The Everlasting Man had enabled him
to see the Christian outline of history laid
out before him for the first time.

“To the young people of my generation,”
wrote Dorothy L. Sayers. “G.K.C. was a
kind of Christian liberator.”

Paradoxes and a mystery-solving priest

Ronald Knox began reading Chesterton
when he was “a schoolboy just beginning to
think,” acknowledging that Chesterton’s
famous quips and paradoxes soon became
the “platitudes of my thought.” Knox
described Chesterton as his “oracle,” adding
that “he is so still.” Fulton Sheen acclaimed
Chesterton as his favorite writer and as the
writer who influenced him the most.

Joseph Pearce

Then there is Sir Alec Guinness, who had a
profound conversion experience when
playing Father Brown, Chesterton’s popular
priest detective, in a film adaptation. He was
received into the Church soon after.

A "devoted son' who continues to inspire

Considering Chesterton’s influence on the
faith journeys of so many of his
contemporaries, it is not surprising that,
following his death, Pope Pius XI should
declare him to be a “devoted son” of the
Church and a “gifted defender of the
Catholic Faith.”

Today, 150 years after his birth and almost
90 years after his death, the works of G.K.
Chesterton are still inspiring new
generations of readers to find the Catholic
faith or to follow it more faithfully. May we
continue to celebrate the lingering and living
legacy of his life and work.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/28/¢-k-chesterton-turns-150-celebrating-his-life-and-legacy
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The 20™-Century Vatican Library Catastrophe

In 1931 the Vatican Library was the scene of a fatal disaster, the cause of which was never determined.
The building was repaired but lives — and books — were lost.

At 4:45 pm on Wednesday, December 22, a
frightening roar spread alarm throughout the
area of Vatican City adjacent to the
Belvedere: a catastrophic collapse had
occurred in the Vatican Library buildings.
Dense columns of dust protruded from the
windows and doors of the Library arm that
closes off the northern courtyard, while the
creaking of beams and crumbling of
materials revealed further imminent threats
of collapse. From the entrance to the
building, dismayed workers and scholars
came running out.

This is how the Italian press reported the
tragedy at the Vatican just three days before
Christmas 1931. In an instant, an entire
section of the Vatican Library building had
collapsed. The accident killed five workers
on the site and destroyed almost 15,000
precious volumes belonging to the sections
on English and German history, canon and
civil law, epigraphy, and hagiography.

The library's pro-prefect, the future Cardinal
Eugéne Tisserant, made the news official,
stating that Pope Pius XI had been notified
immediately. Two days later, parts of the
building, now split in two from roof to the
ground floor, collapsed again, causing quite
a stir. More than 250 trucks were needed to
remove all the rubble.

But on April 3, 1933, less than a year and six
months later, Pope Pius XI was able to visit
a Vatican Apostolic Library that had been
completely restored to its original state— a
real feat. The only thing missing were
Giovanni Guerra's famous colorful
grotesques of the "Sistine Rooms," which
were restored shortly afterwards. But to
what did we owe the eagerness to rebuild?

Scandal in the Vatican

Naturally, the death of the workmen, who
were actually renovating the library
building, led to the opening of several
investigations commissioned by the pope
himself. There were two opposing theories:
On the one hand, those who believed that
the collapse had originated from above, and
who considered that the problem lay with
the building, designed by the great 16th-
century Neapolitan architect Domenico
Fontana. The work had been carried out
quickly at the time, and the apparently
fragile foundations had in fact led to the
reinforcement of the central pillars on the
first floor, a job entrusted to a company
called Fagiani. It was some of this
company's workers who died in the collapse.

And they were the cause of the second
theory: that of a collapse from below caused
by reckless or even incompetent renovation
work. As the workers were renovating a
building after signs of wear and tear had
already appeared, investigations quickly
turned into a chicken-and-egg dilemma.

But the affair was gaining wider public
interest, making Msgr. Eugene Tisserant
criticize in January "the exaggerated concern
that has arisen in public opinion." But the
challenge for the Vatican was also to
reassure the international academic
community so as not to tarnish the
institution's image after the destruction of
numerous volumes, notes architectural
historian Nicoletta Marconi in her in-depth
study of the incident. It was necessary to
rebuild quickly. This may explain Msgr.
Tisserant's insistence that the damage was
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"entirely repairable." He wasn't the only one
to want this.

The "librarian pope”

"The library was saved by one fact: the
presence of Pius XI in the Vatican," explains
Fr. Giacomo Cardinale, a Vatican Library
employee who exhumed photos of the
tragedy as part of the exhibition Souvenirs
de Babel (March 1 - June 22, 2024), which
he curated.

Alerted to the catastrophe, the Pope took the
situation to heart, and for good reason:
elected in 1922, this scholar had previously
held the position of Prefect of the Vatican
Library for four years.

Once on the throne of Peter, Pius XI had
undertaken major works to modernize the
library. He even brought in an American
firm specializing in building construction to
build a veritable skyscraper of books in an
adjacent room formerly given over to

mosaics and carriages. Consequently, this
catastrophe was a serious setback for him.

When he arrived at the scene of the tragedy,
he was quoted as saying, "It was a work of
art that shouldn’t have been touched." Then,

Anna Kurian

according to one of his secretaries, he
promised, "The Library will be remade as it

n

was.

In March 1932, the verdict of the inquiry
was in: in the absence of sufficient evidence,
no one would be held guilty of the
catastrophe, neither Domenico Fontana nor
Fagiani. However, Fagiani's chief engineer
was dismissed for inadequate management
of the works.

A more secure future

Details of the investigation were never made
public. Pius XI subsequently set up a
permanent commission for the supervision
and conservation of Vatican City
monuments, which still exists today under a
different name.

The new library structure was built using
reinforced concrete, a very modern
technique for the time, to ensure its solidity.
All these additions were, of course,
concealed by the master builder. The work
was completed on April 3, 1933, and the
frescoes followed, much to the delight of the
man who was sometimes dubbed the
"librarian pope."

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/28/the-20th-century-vatican-library-catastrophe
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10 Ways to Help a Child When Their College Application Is Refused

If your child is in a state of despair over not being able to attend their dream college, here are some
points to help.

It's that time of year when many young
people will have to cope with the
devastating blow of not getting into the
college of their dreams. And navigating
these college application refusals can be a
significant emotional challenge for any
young person. However, by providing
empathetic support, encouraging resilience,
and fostering a positive outlook, you can
help your child turn this setback into a
stepping stone for future success.

The following 10 steps will allow you to
emphasize their worth and potential, explore
new opportunities together, and trust that
this experience will contribute to their
growth and strength.

1 ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR FEELINGS

First, it's crucial for a parent to listen and
empathize. Let your child express their
disappointment and frustration.
Acknowledge their feelings without
immediately trying to fix the situation. "I
understand how much you wanted this. It's
okay to feel upset."

2 REFRAME THE SITUATION

Try to focus on effort and growth.
Emphasize the hard work they put into their
application and how this experience is an
opportunity for growth. You should state
how their dedication and effort were
incredible, and this is just one step in life's
long journey.

3 EXPLORE OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

Take time to consider alternative paths.
Encourage looking into other colleges, gap
year programs, or internships that could

offer valuable experiences and that might
prove an even better fit for them.

4 ENCOURAGE SELF-REFLECTION

Use this opportunity to re-evaluate
interests and goals. You can take the time
to reassess and possibly refine their goals
and passions. Try to zone in on other
interests they may have and if they've taken
them into consideration.

S HIGHLIGHT THEIR WORTH

It's always hard to be confronted with failure
so you'll need to affirm your child's
talents. Remind them of their unique talents
and strengths, independent of any college’s
acceptance. Point out that their skills and
talents are particular to them, and they will
lead them to success wherever they go.

6 MODEL RESILIENCE

Sharing stories of overcoming

setbacks can be very helpful. Share stories
of people, including saints or family
members, who faced setbacks but
persevered. Reminding your child that you
and other people they admire have had to
contend with disappointment and failure will
hopefully bring them a sense of comfort and
inspiration.

7 ENCOURAGE FAITH AND TRUST

It's always important to instill hope. While
keeping the tone light, you can gently
remind them that God has a plan for
everyone, even when the path isn’t clear.
Remind them that sometimes, the best
opportunities come from unexpected places.
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8 CELEBRATE SMALL VICTORIES

Acknowledge other achievements.
Celebrate other achievements and
milestones they’ve reached, reinforcing their
abilities and accomplishments. You should
point out everything else they’ve achieved in
the year, as well as the less tangible personal
growth they've undoubtedly achieved.

9 MAINTAIN A POSITIVE OUTLOOK

It's always useful to stay optimistic.
Encourage an optimistic outlook on the
future, emphasizing that one refusal does not

Cerith Gardiner

define their potential or future success.
Reinforce the notion that this is just a small
part of their story, and their future is full of
exciting possibilities.

10 OFFER CONTINUOUS SUPPORT

It's vital to remain present. Ensure your
child knows you are there for them, ready to
support and help them navigate the next
steps. Hearing you state that you're in this
together and you'll offer support every step
of the way can help inspire your child to
take a deep breath and take the next step.

https://aleteia.ore/2024/05/28/10-ways-to-help-a-child-when-their-college-application-is-refused
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Book Brings Catholic Social Doctrine to Kids (And Parents Too)

'Catholic Social Teaching for Youth' shares the truth of the Catholic Church in a way that's super easy to
use for parents and engaging for children.

How should a society be built and
governed? Can an economy be ordered
according to God's will? How does a citizen
decide how to vote?

Many Catholics are not aware that with
regard to questions concerning life in
society, the Church offers simple, concrete
guidelines. This is known as Catholic social
doctrine. A "compendium" of this doctrine is
spelled out in 583 paragraphs by the Vatican,
and the US bishops summarize 7 key

principles.

But when it comes to hot-button moral
issues, how can we as parents approach
these topics with our kids in a way that’s
clear and thorough but also directed toward
truth, beauty, and goodness?

If you’d like to make it really, really easy on
yourself to handle these confusing topics as
they come up, you have to check out a new
book from the always excellent Catholic
Sprouts, called Catholic Social Teaching for
Youth.

Catholic Social Teaching for Youth offers a
ready-to-use script for Catholic parents as
we work to teach our children what we
believe about all of the modern moral and
social issues.

Organized around the themes set by the
USCCB, Catholic Social Teaching for

Youth lays out for families 31 Catholic social
teaching topics, from the Dignity of the
Human Person, through the Call to Family,
Solidarity, Care for the Land, and Workers'
Rights.

An education that starts from the parents

Nancy Bandzuch, the creative Catholic mom
behind this beautiful book, shared
with Aleteia why she wrote it.

“Catholic Social Teaching for Youth belongs
on the bookshelf of every Catholic family,”
she explained. “Kids need to learn about
these complicated issues from their
parents. While a high school student can
work through the book cover to cover, and
learn about all topics from Abortion to
Workers' Rights, Catholic Social Teaching
for Youth is important to have on hand for all
ages as your child encounters the lies of this
world, which they will at a younger age than
any of us want.”

She recommended what she calls “Sunday
Afternoon Big Kid Study,” saying,

“Our big kids need to hear the truth about
modern moral issues directly from us, so
Bill and I set aside 30 minutes on Sunday
afternoons to read a section of Catholic
Social Teaching for Youth with our big
kids.”

Very helpfully, the book requires zero
preparation: “No prep. Just open, read,
discuss, and you’re done.”

With full imprimatur from the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, you can trust
that everything in this book is exactly what
the Church teaches.

“We invented nothing inside of this book,”
said Bandzuch. “Instead we studied Church
teaching presented in the Catechism, various
encyclicals, and bishop letters. After much
study and prayer, we strove to pull all of this
information together in one clear, beautiful
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passage that allows children to see what is
true.”

Calls to action in an engaging format

But it’s not just the information we could
find by opening up the Catechism: Catholic
Social Teaching for Youth uses stories of the
saints, calls to action, and luminous custom
images to leave a lasting impression on our
children’s hearts and minds.

Theresa Civantos Barber

Catholic Social Teaching for Youth shares
the truth proclaimed by the Catholic Church
in a format that is incredibly easy to use for
parents and engaging for children.

If you’re not sure how to handle tough
topics with your kids as they grow up, or
you want to learn more about these issues
yourself, you’ll want Catholic Social
Teaching for Youth on your bookshelf. It’s a
resource you’ll turn to again and again
through the years ahead.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/26/how-to-handle-tough-topics-with-your-kids
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“What Is God Asking of Me Now?”

Commencement Address given at St.
Thomas More Academy, in Raleigh, North
Carolina, on May 25, 2024.

Bishop Luis, Mr. Luddy, Msgr. Ingham,
Deacon Watkins, parents and grandparents
of the Class of 2024 of St. Thomas More
Academy, faculty members and staff of this
exemplary school, and, above all, dear
graduates:

Thank you for inviting me to share this day
with you.

Some things in life can never be too short.
Visits to the dentist and lines at Chick-Fil-A
come immediately to mind. So do
presidential State of the Union addresses and
New York Yankees winning streaks. Those
of you pursuing scientific studies in college
will soon learn that an organic chemistry
class can never, ever be too short.

I think this Can’t-Be-Too-Short rule also
applies to commencement addresses. This
day 1s about you, our graduates, not about
me. So as your patron, St. Thomas More,
said on the scaffold, just before his
execution, “I shall be brief.”

Jerzy Stuhr, a renowned Polish actor, found
himself in Rome in the 1990s and was
invited to dinner in the papal apartment by
Pope John Paul II—who, as you know, had
been an actor as a young man. After they
were seated, the Pope looked across the
table at his guest and said, “Pan Jerzy, what
brings you to Rome?” To which Mr. Stuhr
replied, “Your Holiness, I am playing

in Forefathers’ Eve”—one of the most
famous dramas in Polish literature, and a
play so emotionally charged with patriotic
energy that its public performance was
banned in the Russian parts of partitioned
Poland in the 19" century.

Hearing this, John Paul got very excited and
recited whole chunks of the play (in which
he had once acted) from memory. Then he
asked, one veteran actor to another, “So, Pan
Jerzy, what role do you take?”” Mr. Stuhr
looked a bit sheepish, and then replied,
“Your Holiness, I regret to report that [ am
Satan”—who is indeed a character in the
play. The Pope was silent for a moment; the
pontifical eyebrow went up; and then John
Paul said, “Well, none of us gets to choose
our roles, do we?”

That might have been a bit of papal whimsy
from a man who didn’t imagine being a
priest, much less a pope, when he was your
age. But I think John Paul II was also
making a different, and deeper, point: one
that another saint, St. John Henry Newman,
made in 1848 when he wrote this prayer,
which is well worth pondering on this
commencement day, or indeed any other
day:

God has created me to do Him some definite
service. He has committed some work to me
which He has not committed to another. 1
have my mission. I may never know it in
this life, but I shall be told it in the next.
Somehow I am necessary for His purposes,
as necessary in my place as an archangel in
his....

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection
between persons. He has not created me for
naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work.
I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of
truth in my own place...if I do but keep His
commandments.

Therefore, I will trust Him; whatever I am, I
can never be thrown away. If I am in
sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in
perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If
I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him.
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He does nothing in vain. He knows what He
is about. He may take away my friends. He
may throw me among strangers. He may
make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink,
hide my future from me. Still, He knows
what He is about.

Amen. He knows what he is about.

As you, our graduates, have learned here at
St. Thomas More Academy, each of you is
an idea in the mind of God. That means, to
continue the dramatic metaphor, that each of
you has a specific role to play in the long arc
of the human drama. That drama, Christians
believe, is not some lucky accident in which
random cosmic biochemical forces
fortuitously conjured up us over the course
of 15 billion years or so. We know that we
have not come from nowhere; we know that
we are going somewhere; and we know that
there is purpose in the great cosmos.

Each of us lives a personal drama. And each
of our personal dramas “plays” within a
greater drama. That greater drama is one in
which there are eight acts: Creation, Fall,
Promise, Prophecy, Incarnation,
Redemption, Sanctification—and finally, at
the end of the drama, the Wedding Feast of
the Lamb in the Kingdom of Heaven.

It will take some time for each of you to
discern just what your unique role in that
great drama is. Your roles may change over
the course of your lives. You may be called
on to play multiple roles at a given moment.
But if you live your lives asking one
question—“What is God asking of

me now?”’—you will discover that, while
your lives may be challenging, they will
never be dull or boring.

Living into the future according to that one
great question—"“What is God asking of
me now?”’—is the greatest of adventures.
And it will prepare you for the greatest,
most tremendous adventure of all, which is

eternal life in the light and love of God the
Holy Trinity.

As you begin the next phase of this great
adventure, let me offer you another story
from the life of St. John Paul II, which
speaks to the challenges before you—and to
the help that is always available in meeting
those challenges.

Westerplatte is a narrow peninsula framing
the Bay of Gdansk in the northwest of
Poland. There, one of the first battles of
World War II in Europe was fought. At a
quarter to five in the morning on September
1, 1939, the German battleship Schleswig-
Holstein opened fire on the small Polish
garrison at Westerplatte, expecting that the
vastly outnumbered and outgunned Poles
would run up a white flag. That, to put it
mildly, was a misimpression. The Poles—
mostly youngsters your age or slightly older,
with no combat experience—not only
resisted the offshore bombardment; they
repelled amphibious assaults by German
marines, suffering serious casualties in the
process. The Polish garrison finally
surrendered on September 7. But they had so
impressed the aggressors that the German
commander allowed the Polish officer
leading the Westerplatte garrison to keep his
ceremonial sword.

Addressing a vast throng of young Poles at
Westerplatte in 1987, John Paul I, speaking
slowly and forcefully in his beautiful,
sonorous Polish, invoked the memory of the
heroes of Westerplatte, while explaining
how those young Polish soldiers were
relevant to young people of every time and
place. Here’s what the Pope said:

Here in this place, at Westerplatte, in
September 1939, a group of young Poles,
soldiers under the command of Major
Henryk Sucharski, resisted with noble
obstinacy, engaging in an unequal struggle
against the invader. A heroic struggle.




They remained in the nation’s memory as an
eloquent symbol.

It is necessary for this symbol to continue to
speak, for it to be a challenge...to new
generations. ..

Each of you, young friends, will also find
your own “Westerplatte.” ...[T]asks you
must assume and fulfill. A just cause, for
which one cannot but fight. Some duty,
some obligation, from which one cannot
shrink, from which it is not possible to
desert. Finally—a certain order of truths and
values that one must “maintain” and
“defend”: within oneself and beyond
oneself...

At such a moment (and such moments are
many, they are not just a few
exceptions)...remember ...[that] Christ is
passing by and he says, “Follow me.” Do
not forsake him.

George Weigel

Dear Graduates of the Class of 2024 of St.
Thomas More Academy: If you carry one
thing of what I have said here into the
future, let it be this: Remember that, in both
your joys and your challenges, Christ is
passing by and saying “Follow me.”
Remembering that, you will never be alone.

Remembering that, you will be empowered
to live, not without fear, but beyond fear.

Remembering that, you will, in time,
discover the singular adventure that God has
in mind for each of you: the adventure and
the mission that will be your unique path to
happiness, and ultimately to holiness and
beatitude.

Thank you for allowing me to share these
thoughts with you today, and Godspeed on
your journey.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/25/what-is-god-asking-of-me-now/
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The Rise of the “Nones” May Be Done

While the non-religious are still the plurality in the US, the upward trend may have leveled out, with some
data showing their decline.

New data released in the 2023 Cooperative
Election Study suggests that the upward
trend in those who claim no particular
religion, often described as “nones,” may
have peaked in 2022. While the share of
Christians in the US has largely remained
unchanged, the portion of “nones” in the
country may have even showed a downtick
in 2023, heading back towards 2019 rates.

The data was accumulated and organized
into convenient and easy-to-read graphs by
analyst Ryan Burge on his website Graphs
About Religion. This time, he sourced data
from the 2023 Cooperative Election Study,
with some supporting figures from Pew
Research Center.

Burge’s first graph looks back to compare
2008, when the non-religious accounted for
about 21% of the population, to 2013, when
it had risen to 30%. A 9-point rise is quite
large for the US, where each percentage
point counts for about 3.3 million people.
This upward trend, however, slowed
considerably between 2013 and 2018, when
there was only a 2% increase in “nones”
over the course of 5 years, leading to a
significant 3% bump in 2019, bringing the
“nones” up to 35%.

That, however, is where the curve leveled
out. Over the last 4 years, there has been no

J-P Mauro

great increase in the portion of US adults
who consider themselves non-religious, and
in fact it may be starting to decline. In 2020,
34% called themselves “nones,” which
rose to 36% in 2021, but fell to 35% in
2022. Last year, in 2023, this figure did
not move an inch, remaining at 35%.

While this is still over one-third of US adults
—around 116 million people — Burge notes
that there is no evidence that there are
significantly more “nones” in the US today
as there were in 2019. Despite their plurality
of the American religious landscape, the
cessation of their growth is a significant
change all on its own.

Burge breaks down the data in more detail
using several other graphs that look at the
religious makeup of the US by

generation. While Gen Z was found to be
about 5% more likely to be “nones” than
older generations, there has been no great
growth in Gen Z “nones” in recent years.
Pew’s data even suggested that the portion
of US adults who claim no religion fell by
3% in 2023 and is currently resting at
around 28%.

Visit Graphs About Religion to see Ryan
Burge’s full breakdown of polling data from
2023.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/24/the-rise-of-the-nones-may-be-done
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EXCLUSIVE: Diocese Bans Celebration of ‘Pride Month’ in Catholic Schools

The celebration of so-called homosexual
“Pride month” is to be banned in every
Catholic school in the Diocese of
Nottingham under new guidance which also
cracks down on the promotion of gender
ideology.

Teachers are advised not to celebrate
homosexuality in June, the month in which
the Church traditionally honours the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, because “we cannot celebrate
lifestyles which are incompatible with
Church teaching”.

“In summary, it is not appropriate for our
schools to celebrate Pride because we cannot
endorse the entire agenda,” says a new 40-
page document called Precious in My Sight.

“To approve only one part of it could be
seen as dishonest and could lead to
confusion. We must instead seek to
articulate those values and principles with
which we can agree, and affirm Catholic
teaching in a different, distinct and
pastorally positive way.”

The guidance also forbids children who
want to change their gender from insisting
on their preferred pronouns in almost every
instance.

It insists on recording the names and
biological sex at birth of children who self-
identify in the opposite sex and denies them
their preferred choice of uniform, access to
changing rooms, showers and toilets used by
the opposite sex.

The guidance also prohibits the participation
of biological males, particularly, in sports
competitions for girls.

It is underpinned by legal advice, and
accurately reflects the available law and
national government guidance.

In his foreword, Bishop Bishop Patrick
McKinney of Nottingham said the guidance
draws heavily upon Intricately Woven by the
Lord, a pastoral reflection on gender
published by the bishops of England and
Wales last month.

It goes much further than the bishops’
document, however, because it “attempts to
offer further pastoral and practical support
and guidance for schools”, a point on which
the earlier statement was completely silent.

Bishop McKinney said: “Accompanying
students who question their gender is a
complex but essential pastoral duty to which
the schools of our diocese are very

attentive.

“However, I am aware that head teachers,
and those staff involved in this important
pastoral care, at times feel unsupported and
without sufficient guidance as to the
teaching and response of the Catholic
Church.

“It is my hope that this document will better
support those engaged in this important
pastoral task and that students will learn that
they are deeply loved by the Lord.

“I thank all those involved in the pastoral
accompaniment of young people in our
schools for their care, discernment, and
compassion.”

The Diocese of Nottingham covers almost
all of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire as
well as Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, and
Rutland.

There are 84 Catholic schools in the diocese,
two of which are independent but the others
organised into three multi-academy trusts.




Those in Nottingham and Lincolnshire
belong to the Our Lady of Lourdes Multi-
Academy Trust, in Derbyshire they are
grouped into the St Ralph Sherwin Multi-
Academy Trust, while those in
Leicestershire and Rutland are in the St
Thomas Aquinas Multi-Academy Trust.

Gender ideology emerged in the early 1990s
and spread throughout the world in
succeeding decades.

It dismisses biological and scientific
categories of male and female in favour of
an individual constructing a “gender” of
their own choosing.

In their pastoral reflection published last
month the English and Welsh bishops
rejected gender ideology and said it should
be resisted in all Catholic institutions.

The 11-page paper also stated that the
Catholic Church was firmly opposed to
medical intervention for children who want

to change their sex.

It also said that “social transition”, in which
a person lives in a role of sex opposite to
their own, must also be avoided in Church
institutions and especially in the case of
children.

Weeks earlier, the Vatican’s Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith also explicitly rejected
gender ideology.

A Vatican document called Dignitas

Infinita (On Human Dignity) said gender
ideology “envisages a society without sexual
differences, thereby eliminating the
anthropological basis of the family”.

It condemned medical interventions to
change sex as contrary to the human dignity,
and said that “all attempts to obscure
reference to the ineliminable sexual
difference between man and woman are to
be rejected”.

One of the final acts of Pope Benedict XVI’s
pontificate was a warning of the emerging
threat of gender ideology.

Benedict said: “The profound falsehood of
this theory and of the anthropological
revolution contained within it is obvious.”

He said: “If there is no pre-ordained duality
of man and woman in creation, then neither
is the family any longer a reality established
by creation. Likewise, the child has lost the
place he had occupied hitherto and the
dignity pertaining to him.”

Pope Francis has repeatedly spoken against
gender ideology, implicitly condemning it in
paragraph 155 of Laudato Si, his 2015 papal
encyclical on the environment, and
describing it publicly as part of a “global
war on the family”.

The Pontiff has also repeatedly denounced
gender ideology as an example of global
“ideological colonisation”.

The emergence of gender ideology into the
mainstream has in the last decade
nevertheless caused an explosion in the
numbers of people, mostly young girls, who
want to change their sex.

Besides the Catholic Church, the ideology
has met with opposition from high profile
women, such as novelist JK Rowling and
Olympic swimmer Sharron Davies, who fear
the loss of women-only spaces and the
safety of women in jails, changing rooms
and hospitals and also the loss of fairness in
sport if physically stronger biological men
are allowed to compete against women.

In spite of attempts to impose gender
ideology on every strata of society, the NHS
banned prescriptions of puberty blockers
ahead of clinical trials to show that they are
safe, while a 400-page NHS report by
paediatric consultant Dr Hilary Cass
demanded a complete ban on puberty




blockers and other hormonal drugs to under The full document can be viewed here

(Getty)

18s.

Simon Caldwell

https://catholicherald.co.uk/exclusive-diocese-of-nottingham-bans-celebration-of-pride-month-
in-catholic-schools/
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Experts See an Urgent Problem: Too Few Children

Has the baby bust begun? And is the problem irreversible? Some countries wonder how they will continue
fo function.

The world is experiencing a crisis that might
already have gotten to the point where it’s
too late to reverse.

It’s not climate change, the crisis that might
come to mind for most people. It’s
population.

Fears of a global “baby bust” are apparently
becoming reality.

“The world is at a startling demographic
milestone. Sometime soon, the global
fertility rate will drop below the point
needed to keep population constant. It may
have already happened,” The Wall Street
Journal reported last week.

Wouldn't this be a positive development,
considering that other crisis — climate
change? Fewer people, fewer carbon
emissions, slower global warming.

Perhaps. But many leaders in countries
around the world see the “baby bust” as just
as much of an urgent problem, the Journal
said.

“They worry about shrinking workforces,
slowing economic growth and underfunded
pensions; and the vitality of a society with
ever-fewer children,” said the newspaper.
“Smaller populations come with diminished
global clout, raising questions in the U.S.,
China, and Russia about their long-term
standings as superpowers.”

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, for
example, declared last year that the collapse
of the country’s birth rate left it “standing on
the verge of whether we can continue to
function as a society.”

Pope's worry

Pope Francis, one of the world’s leading
voices warning about climate change, is also
very concerned about falling birth rates — so
much so that for the past four years, he has
taken part in the “General States of
Natality,” a forum aimed at finding solutions
to the demographic winter in Italy supported
by the government and numerous
companies. The average age in Italy is 47,
and the fertility rate, which has been falling
steadily in recent years and is one of the
lowest in the world, was estimated in 2024
to be 1.26 children born per woman.

“At the root of pollution and world hunger
are not children being born, but the choices
of those who think only of themselves,” the
Pope said at this year’s General States of
Natality event, held May 10 in Rome. “The
delirium of an unbridled, blind, and rampant
materialism, of a consumerism that, like an
evil virus, erodes at the root the existence of
people and society.”

“Selfishness makes one deaf to the voice of
God [...] homes become filled with objects
and emptied of children, becoming very sad
places,” he continued.

The Pontiff then added spontaneously, there
is “no shortage of doggies and kitties” but
there is a “shortage of children.”

Efforts to reverse decline

Jesus Fernandez-Villaverde, an economist
specializing in demographics at the
University of Pennsylvania, has examined
the actual reporting by various countries of
their annual births and has determined that
the time when the global birth rate falls to or
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below the replacement rate of 2.2 is coming
sooner than expected. National birth
registries are typically reporting births 10%
to 20% below what the U.N. projected, the
Wall Street Journal reported.

“Fernandez-Villaverde estimates global
fertility fell to between 2.1 and 2.2 last year,
which he said would be below global
replacement for the first time in human
history,” said the Journal.

Italy’s birth rate, cited above, while low, is
actually pretty good compared with some
countries: South Korea’s is 0.72.

Even Sub-Saharan Africa has shown a
decline. The Journal noted that the share of
all women of reproductive age using modern
contraception methods in the region grew
from 17% in 2012 to 23% in 2022.

Can it be fixed?

Efforts around the world to counter the
falling birth rates have had mixed results.
Even Hungary’s expansion of tax benefits
for mothers — which includes a life
exemption from personal income tax for
women under the age of 30 who have a child
— has yielded only a slight increase in
fertility, according to the Vienna Institute of
Demography.

As for the United States, the Journal said:

In the U.S., while state and federal
legislators have pushed to expand child-care
subsidies and parental leave, they have
generally not set a higher birthrate as an
explicit goal. Some Republicans, though, are
leaning in that direction. Last year, Trump

John Burger

said he backed paying out “baby bonuses” to
prop up U.S. births, and GOP Arizona
Senate candidate Kari Lake recently
endorsed the idea.

Republican Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio said
falling fertility matters beyond the economic
pressures of a smaller labor force and
unfunded Social Security. “Do you live in
communities where there are smiling happy
children, or where people are just aging?” he
said in an interview. Lack of siblings and
cousins, he said, contributes to children’s
social isolation.

He’s studied potential solutions, in particular
Hungary’s approach, but hasn’t seen proof
of anything that works over the long term.

The Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation found little evidence that
pronatalist policies lead to sustained
rebounds in fertility. A woman may get
pregnant sooner to capture a baby bonus,
researchers say, but likely won’t have more
kids over the course of her lifetime.

The urgency, though, will become more
widespread when the baby bust gives birth
to worsening economies. As the Journal
points out, an ever-shrinking pool of young
workers means fewer people to pay for the
healthcare and retirement of our older
citizens.

As Pope Francis said at the General States of
Natality forum earlier this month, “The
number of births is the first indicator of a
population’s hope. Without children and
youth, a country loses its desire for the
future.”

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/23/experts-see-an-urgent-problem-too-few-children
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Colorado Law Allows Students to Change “Chosen Names” Without Parental

The “chosen name,” according to House Bill 24-
1039, “means an individual’s innate sense of the
individual’s own gender, which may or may not

correspond with the individual’s sex assigned at

birth.”

After Colorado’s legislature recently turned
parental rights on its ear in adopting House
Bill 24-1039, Governor Jared S. Polis signed
it into law on April 29, 2024. This

bill requires officials in public schools,
including charters, to call students by their
“chosen name” without any notification of
parents while ignoring the rights of
educators who may object on religious
grounds. The “chosen name,” according to
the Bill, “means an individual’s innate sense
of the individual’s own gender, which may
or may not correspond with the individual’s
sex assigned at birth.”

Not surprisingly, within days, supporters of
parental rights began efforts to place
Initiative 142 on the November ballot
requiring parental notification if children use
different names at school. Before the
initiative can be added to the ballot,
proponents must gather 124,238 signatures
by August 5. Litigation will likely soon
challenge this law’s having ignored the
rights of both parents and educators.

Advancing a radical ideology that excludes
parents from significant decisions impacting
the lives of their children, House Bill 24-
1039 requires public educators, including in
charter schools, to address transgender
students by their chosen names in school
and during extracurricular activities. Staff
members who knowingly or intentionally
use names other than those students choose
or knowingly or intentionally avoid or refuse

to do so can face discrimination charges and
unspecified penalties.

House Bill 24-1039 also directs school
boards to adopt and implement written
policies outlining how they will honor
student requests to use their chosen names.
Policies may include processes for including
names in official records consistent with the
federal Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA). This sets up conflict
because FERPA grants exclusive control to
parents over the files of the children until
they reach their eighteenth birthdays, at
which time they have sole access to their
records. The Colorado law does not specify
how boards or individuals who ignore its
dictates are to be handled.

Supporters of House Bill 24-1039 argue they
seek to protect the well-being of students
identifying as transgender who experience
abuse at greater rates than their

peers amid proponents’ fears some are not
accepted at home and/or in school. The
law’s purported good intentions aside, it is
problematic for two primary reasons. First, it
completely ignores parental legal rights the
Supreme Court eloquently acknowledged
almost a century ago in 1925’s Pierce v.
Society of Sisters: “those who nurture
[children] and direct [their] destin[ies] have
the right, coupled with the high duty, to
recognize and prepare [them] for additional
obligations.” Second, the law likely violates
the First Amendment religion and free
speech rights of educators by seeking to
compel them to use names and perhaps
pronouns for students inconsistent with their
religious beliefs.

Of course, students experiencing gender
dysphoria deserve to be treated with respect
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and care, such as having access to
counseling for themselves and their parents
to help them understand what they are going
through. Still, caution is in order

because most young people identifying as
transgender accept their biological

sexes by the time they reach adulthood.
Colorado’s law oversteps the legitimate
bounds of state oversight by allowing
students who cannot vote, purchase alcohol
or cigarettes, or enter contracts (let alone be
charged with or found guilty of most crimes
because they are minors), to make major
changes in their lives without parental input
over the potential long-term impact of
actions they may not fully understand.

It is unclear what is to be gained by allowing
minors, especially those under eighteen who
lack control over their records under
FERPA, to change their names at school
without having to inform their parents. It is
exactly at times such as these that students
need parental support. By denying parents
their rights to be know what is happening in
the lives of their children, Colorado law
prevents them from assisting their young to
deal with gender dysphoria. Subject to
whether Initiative 142 succeeds, this bill
usurps parental authority, relegating them to
secondary roles at best by destroying
familial bonds, as public officials decide
what is best for students to whom they are
unrelated.

Second, and equally as problematic, House
Bill 24-1039 may force educators to violate
their First Amendment rights to freedom
of religion and speech by ordering them to
refer to students with gender dysphoria by
the names and/or pronouns they select.
While the Supreme Court has invalidated
compelled speech forcing individuals to

Charles J. Russo

communicate messages with which they
disagree, lower courts have reached mixed
results when dealing with name and pronoun
use in educational contexts.

In a dispute from Qhio reaching the Sixth
Circuit and one from the Supreme Court
of Virginia, appellate panels agreed that
officials cannot require educators to address
students using pronouns or names
inconsistent with sexes at birth if doing so
violates their religious beliefs because this
would have been unconstitutional compelled
speech. Conversely, a federal trial court
Indiana decreed that a school board in
Indiana did not have to accommodate the
beliefs of a teacher whose faith prevented
him from referring to students using names
and/or pronouns conflicting with to their
birth sexes because this would have
subjected it to an undue hardship.

Hopefully the courts and state governments
will protect the freedom of religion and

speech rights of educators to not be forced to
communicate in manners incompatible with
their faiths.

Considering that 2023 test results from
Colorado revealed that only 43.7% of
children read and write on grade level while
32.9% meet or exceed expectations in
mathematics even as minority children had
even lower scores, is it asking too much for
public officials to focus on student
achievement rather than engage in social
engineering by usurping parental authority
to direct the upbringing of their young?
Perhaps public officials in Colorado and
elsewhere can return to concentrating on
student learning rather than creating a brave
new ideological world that excludes parents
from the lives of their children.

Colorado law allows students to change “chosen names” without parental input — Catholic World Report
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The Lost Art of Presence: A Lesson from Selfies

Perhaps, in our hyper-connected world, the ability to be fully present, to truly absorb the world around
us, is becoming a lost art.

There I was, mid-lecture in my university
aesthetics class, explaining the medieval
notion of claritas and how it shaped Gothic
architecture, when a flash caught my eye.
Not the kind that illuminates artistic or
philosophical genius, but the kind that lets
you know someone just captured moment on
a phone screen. A student was taking a
selfie.

Now, I’ve witnessed my fair share of
classroom distractions: whispered
conversations, stolen glances at phones,
even the occasional shopping spree on a
laptop during a debate or a lecture. But this
felt different. This wasn’t a momentary
lapse in focus; it was a deliberate act, a
choice to document oneself amidst a
discussion that was meant to inspire.

A wave of frustration washed over me. [ felt
as though I had failed to spread the
enthusiasm for thoughtful reflection. Was
the idea of natural light filtered through a
stained-glass window in order to produce a
natural and supernatural space less
captivating than a filtered selfie? Was the
exploration of the crossroads of art,
philosophy, and theology less interesting
than the instant gratification of online
validation? Could it be that I was not really
delivering? Was I making the subject
boring? Or was my audience simply
disrespectful?

But then, a different thought emerged.
Maybe these weren’t acts of defiance or
disregard, but rather symptoms of a deeper
cultural shift. Perhaps, in our hyper-
connected world, the ability to be fully
present, to truly absorb the world around
us, is becoming a lost art.

Instead of letting myself go down in a
judging spiral, I saw an opportunity. Maybe,
as educators (even as parents), we needed to
shift the focus. Instead of simply imparting
knowledge, we could also guide students
towards rediscovering the power of
attention.

So far, here’s what I believe we can do:

1 CULTIVATE CURIOSITY

Lectures are fundamental, but true learning
often sparks from a sense of

wonder. Framing discussions as
explorations rather than pronouncements can
ignite a curiosity that (hopefully) goes
beyond the need for social media validation.

2 EMBRACE SILENCE

In a world filled with constant

notifications, silence has become an alien
concept. But within its quietude lies a space
for contemplation, for truly internalizing the
information presented. Encouraging
moments of silence might allow students to
absorb and make connections beyond the
immediate need to capture a moment.

3 CELEBRATE DEEP DIVES

The age of information overload can lead
to a superficial understanding of many
things. Instead, encourage students to delve
deeper into specific topics. A well-
researched paper, a curated presentation, or
even a thoughtful class discussion (maybe
even a loose comment!) can offer a kind of
experience that transcends fleeting, instant
gratification.
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4 LEAD BY EXAMPLE younger generation. It requires a conscious
effort to step away from the digital clamor
and truly engage with the world around

us. It’s about recognizing the beauty in the
unfiltered moment, the power of focused
learning, and the joy of connecting with
others beyond screens and social networks.

Our own attentiveness speaks volumes.
Putting away phones during lectures,
making eye contact with students, and
actively listening to their questions all
demonstrate the value of being present.

Ultimately, the rediscovery of presence is a
journey for all of us, not just for the

Perhaps, in rediscovering these things, we
might just rediscover ourselves as well.

Daniel Esparza

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/18/the-lost-art-of-presence-a-lesson-from-selfies
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UK Author of Transgender Study: U.S. Groups are ‘Misleading the Public’

An English pediatrician who led a
comprehensive review of the safety and
efficacy of prescribing transgender drugs to
children is warning that health associations
in the United States may be misleading the
public.

In an interview with the New York

Times published on Monday, Dr. Hilary
Cass warned there is no comprehensive
evidence to support the routine prescription
of transgender drugs to minors with gender
dysphoria.

Cass published the independent “Cass
Review,” commissioned by the National
Health Service in England, which
prompted England and Scotland to halt the
prescription of transgender drugs to minors
until more research is conducted.

As England, Scotland, and other European
countries scale back their use of transgender
drugs for minors, most doctors’ associations
and health associations in the U.S. continue
to endorse these medical interventions. In
more than half of the states in the United
States, it is still legal to prescribe
transgender drugs to children and to perform
transgender surgeries on them.

“What some organizations are doing is
doubling down on saying the evidence is
good,” Cass said in the interview. “And |
think that’s where you’re misleading the
public. You need to be honest about the
strength of the evidence and say

what you’re going to do to improve it.”

Speaking specifically about the American
Academy of Pediatrics — which is the
largest pediatric association in the country
— Cass said the group “does massive good
for children worldwide” but also “is fearful

of making any moves that might jeopardize
trans health care right now.”

She added: “I wonder whether, if

they weren’t feeling under such political
duress, they would be able to be more
nuanced, to say that multiple truths exist in
this space — that there are children who are
going to need medical treatment, and that
there are other children who are going to
resolve their distress in different ways.”

The American Academy of

Pediatrics announced it would undertake
a “systematic review” of its guidelines in
August 2023 but also reaffirmed its support
for “gender-affirming care” for children,
which includes the prescription of
transgender drugs. The organization did not
respond to CNA’s request for comment.

“I respectfully disagree with them on
holding on to a position that is now
demonstrated to be out of date by multiple
systematic reviews,” Cass said in her New
York Times interview.

Cass noted that her comprehensive review of
studies related to the prescription of
transgender drugs for minors found that “the
evidence is very weak compared to many
other areas of pediatric practice.”

“We have to stop just seeing these young
people through the lens of their gender and
see them as whole people and address the
much broader range of challenges that they
have, sometimes with their mental health,
sometimes with undiagnosed
neurodiversity,” Cass added. “It’s really
about helping them to thrive, not just
saying ‘How do we address the gender?’ in
isolation.”
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Mary Rice Hasson, the director of the
Person and Identity Project at the Ethics and
Public Policy Center, told

CNA: “Cass’ rigorous evidence reviews,
four years in the making, confirmed what
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Norway —
all early adopters of medical ‘gender
transitions’ in minors — discovered.”

“There’s no good evidence to support the
use of puberty blockers and cross-sex
hormones in identity-distressed

kids,” Hasson said. “They need
psychotherapy and holistic treatment — not
the ‘fast-track’ to lifelong hormones and
repeat surgeries.”

Hasson said: “The arrogance and deceit of
the U.S. gender industry is shocking
[because] they insist there’s nothing new in
the Cass Review, which makes me wonder
if they’ve even read it.” However, she

said, “more likely, they are digging in their
heels at the behest of trans activists and
ideologically-driven funders.”

Tyler Arnold

“It’s no secret that LGBTQ lobby groups
have put tremendous pressure on U.S. health
care to support ‘LGBTQ

inclusion,” particularly ‘transgender’ deman
ds for body modification,” Hasson added.

In addition to the Cass Review —

which was published in April — a series of
other studies that were published this year
call into question the efficacy of prescribing
transgender drugs for and offering
transgender surgeries to children.

For example, a Mayo Clinic study from
April found that puberty-blocking drugs
may cause irreversible damage to testicular
cells in young boys. A study out of the
Netherlands that was published in February
found that most children who have
transgender inclinations will outgrow those
feelings. A third study out of

Finland found that transgender surgeries for
minors do not reduce suicides in children
and young adults who struggle with their
gender identity.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/14/uk-author-of-transgender-study-u-s-groups-

are-misleading-the-public/
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7 Essential Saints for Students Taking Their Finals

If your children are in need of a little saintly help to get through their finals, or any exams, turn to these
powerful intercessors.

Taking exams can be a huge source of stress
for students... and their anxious parents!
However, for people of faith, there is help to
be had from some incredible holy men and
women of the Church.

If you take a look at the saints below you'll
see that they have many virtues that would
be inspiring for those working hard on their
exams, while also reminding them that their
spiritual life can act as the ultimate useful
revision tool.

St. Joseph of Cupertino

St. Joseph was desperate to become a priest,
yet with his severe learning difficulties it
was a real struggle. Thankfully he didn't
give up. He worked hard for several years
doing menial jobs with the Conventual friars
where his devotion and humility didn't go
unnoticed, and Joseph was finally allowed to
become a priest. For students who are really
struggling and feeling inadequate,

this Italian saint is the perfect intercessor.

St. Thomas Aquinas

A renowned theologian and philosopher, St.
Thomas Aquinas is known for his
intellectual rigor and pursuit of truth. His
dedication to scholarship and rigorous
inquiry serves as a model for students facing
academic challenges.

St. Catherine of Alexandria

St. Catherine was known for her wisdom
and eloquence. She fearlessly defended her
faith before scholars and rulers. Her courage
in the face of intellectual opposition can
inspire students to stand firm in their beliefs
and convictions during challenging times,

and also not to be afraid to speak up in any
oral exams.

St. Augustine of Hippo

St. Augustine was a prolific writer and
theologian whose works continue to
influence Christian thought. His journey
from a life of intellectual skepticism to
profound faith exemplifies the
transformative power of education and self-
reflection. He is the perfect saint to turn to if
you're lacking motivation or tempted to
close the books to go out and socialize.

St. Teresa of Avila

A mystic and reformer, St. Teresa of Avila
emphasized the importance of prayer and
contemplation alongside scholarly pursuits.
Her integration of spirituality and learning
reminds students to nurture their inner lives
for holistic growth and resilience. Teresa can
encourage students to take study breaks
from time to time and spend some moments
in contemplation.

St. Ignatius of Loyola

As founder of the Jesuits, St. Ignatius
developed the Spiritual Exercises to help
individuals discern God's will in their lives.
His emphasis on discernment and reflection
can guide students in making wise choices
amidst academic pressures and uncertainties.
This can be particularly helpful when
students feel overwhelmed by all the
material they have to learn.

St. Francis de Sales

St. Francis de Sales was known for his
gentle and persuasive approach to spiritual
guidance. His practical wisdom and
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kindness can encourage students to approach
their studies with patience, compassion, and
a spirit of service to others. This service
could take the form of students helping
others who are struggling in their studies, or
by making time to lend a hand to someone
in need.

Cerith Gardiner

These are just seven of a myriad of very
worthy saints who would also prove
wonderful intercessors. If you have any
favorites we'd love to hear about them in the
comments section, and why you choose to
seek their intercession in particular.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/17/7-essential-saints-for-students-taking-their-final-exams
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How Middle School Students Can Learn to Love the Bible

This version of the Great Adventure Bible Study is written just for middle school students, with a focus on
their particular needs and interests.

You’ve probably heard of The Great
Adventure Bible Timeline, a popular Bible
study program for Catholics from Ascension
Press. Parents and educators will be happy
to learn that now there is a version of the
program just for middle school students!

Encounter is a Catholic Bible study
designed specifically for grades 6 to 8.
Using the color-coded Bible Timeline
Learning System, Encounter reveals the
story of our faith and God’s plan for our
lives, guiding students toward encounter
with God.

Encounter is designed to speak directly to
the hearts and minds of middle school-aged
kids. The goal is that students will come to a
new and profound understanding of who
God is—not a distant doctrinal concept, but
a loving Father who desires a meaningful
and lasting encounter with them.

I had the chance to catch up with Mark Hart,
author of the Encounter Bible study for
middle schoolers. Hart serves as chief
innovation officer for Life Teen
International. A graduate of the University
of Notre Dame and a 28-year veteran of
youth ministry, Mark is a best-selling author
of over 20 books, a daily radio host on
SirtusXM and an award-winning writer and
producer. A popular speaker, Mark is known
for his humor and passion for Scripture.

His multiple video series with Ascension

— Venture, Encounter, Altaration and The

99 — have helped millions of Catholics,
young and old, begin to read and study the
Bible and engage their faith in exciting and
relevant new ways. A master catechist, Mark
also serves as a book editor, speaking coach,

publishing and marketing consultant, and as
a research fellow for the St. Paul Center for
Biblical Theology. He and his wife, Melanie,
live in Phoenix, Arizona with their four
children.

Here is our conversation.

Why do middle schoolers need to read the
Bible?

Middle school is a crucial time and age for
emotional, moral, and spiritual formation.
It’s in the middle school years that young
minds and hearts will be formed — but by
whom?

In the Bible we learn of not only our origins
but our identity as sons and daughters of
God. In Scripture we are not so lost as much
as we are found, and our lives are seen
through a lens of far greater meaning once
we understand how God moves and “thinks”
and all He desires for us.

Why a Bible program just for this age?

Middle school is a tricky and challenging
time for both preteens (or teens!), and their
parents. Scripture is already hard enough to
understand for adults. Great and intentional
care must be given when translating and
communicating the timeless Word of God in
a timely way to a generation and
demographic immersed in insecurity,
awkwardness, peer pressure, and social
discomfort.

Middle school is a critical time in a young
person’s moral development and emotional
maturation, and there is no more crucial
thing to hand onto them than a greater
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understanding of their true identity and
purpose for life.

How was the timeline customized to fit
this age group?

The themes and characters focused on

in Encounter were prayerfully and
strategically chosen. Modern middle
schoolers will connect with themes like peer
pressure, bullying, insecurity, and
temptation that they and their peers face on a
weekly basis.

The characters and stories not only stay true
to the original Bible timeline but take
middle schoolers into a deeper level of
contemplation and understanding, allowing
them to find their own story in the stories of
others.

How can parents and teachers encourage
young people to grow in faith?

Theresa Civantos Barber

It’s in the example of adults — parents,
teachers, aunts/uncles, Godparents — that
young people are most inspired. If you want
to see a young soul grow in reverence, then
they need to see your love for God in your
own words, in your own actions.

Kids should witness a parent’s faith in the
way they pray, genuflect, bow or kneel,
receive Communion, and practice their faith.
It’s said that the faith is caught more than
taught. If we want to raise saints... we need
to become saints ourselves.

What do you want people to know
about Encounter?

This is not your typical Bible study! From
the humor to the animations, from the
storytelling to the graphics, this is a fast-
paced, engaging, and fun trip through the
Bible. Encounter is designed to get middle
schoolers thinking, talking... and praying.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/17/how-middle-school-students-can-learn-to-love-the-bible
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How Catholic is Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings?

While the Catholicism of Tolkien's masterwork may not be immediately obvious, a careful reading reveals
its “‘fundamentally religious and Catholic” character.

The Lord of the Rings will be returning to
movie theatres in early June. The epic
trilogy of movies, produced and directed by
Peter Jackson, was a box office phenomenon
when the films were first released more than
twenty years ago. They are amongst the
most popular and successful films ever
made. Many of the millions of those who
have seen the films will be unaware that J.
R. R. Tolkien, author of the epic on which
the films are based, was a lifelong practicing
Catholic, nor will they know that Tolkien
insisted that The Lord of the Rings is
“fundamentally religious and Catholic.”

The “fundamentally Catholic” dimension
of The Lord of the Rings is not obvious. The
story is set thousands of years before the
birth of Christ. There is, therefore, no
mention of anything specifically Christian.
There is not even any direct reference to
God. Since this is the case, how on earth or
in heaven can The Lord of the Rings be
Catholic in any sense?

The answer is to be found in the literary
techniques that Tolkien employs to embed a
fundamentally Catholic ethos within the
story.

A clue in key dates

One very important technique is the use of
liturgically significant dates to signify a
connection with a Catholic understanding of
the cosmos. It is a technique that Tolkien
borrows from medieval works of literature,
such as Dante’s Divine Comedy and the
Arthurian romance, Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight.

The Ring is destroyed on March 25, which
is not merely the date of the Annunciation

but also, according to tradition, the historical
date on which Christ was crucified. The
Annunciation is the date on which the Word
becomes flesh, the date on which God
becomes man, the date of the Incarnation.
The Crucifixion is the moment when the
Son of God dies for us so that the power of
sin might be broken, and we might be
redeemed. This monumentally crucial date is
the date which Tolkien assigns to the
destruction of the Ring, thereby connecting
the Ring’s destruction with the Incarnation
and the Crucifixion.

The power of the Ring is destroyed on the
same date on which the power of sin is
destroyed. Original Sin is the one sin to rule
them all, and in the darkness bind them, just
as the Ring is the One Ring to rule them all,
and in the darkness bind them. The power of
the One Sin and the power of the One Ring
are both destroyed on the same hugely
significant date. Incidentally, and equally
significantly, Frodo Baggins leaves
Rivendell on December 25, making his
journey from Rivendell to Mount Doom
(Golgotha) an allusion to the life of Christ
from his birth to his death.

Wearing the Ring and bearing the Cross

If the Ring is synonymous with sin, we can
see that the act of putting on the Ring is akin
to the act of sin. The wearing of the Ring
excommunicates the Ring-wearer from the
world of light, making him invisible, but
makes him more visible than ever to Sauron,
the Dark Lord, and susceptible to the power
of his demonic will.

Then again, if the wearing of the Ring is
akin to the act of sin, the bearing of the Ring
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is carrying the weight of sin without sinning.
The Ring-bearer is in some sense a cross
bearer, which explains Tolkien’s connection
of Frodo’s journey to Mount Doom with the
way of the cross, the via dolorosa which
leads to Golgotha, which is the real
historical Mount Doom.

There are many other aspects of The Lord of
the Rings which make it applicable to
Christianity and to a Catholic understanding
of reality but the date on which the Ring is
destroyed is the one thing to connect them
all, and in the light to guide them.

Joseph Pearce

Tolkien knows The Lord of the Rings better
than anyone. If he tells us that it is
“fundamentally religious and Catholic,” then
we'd better believe it. Whether or not those
going to watch the movies in the theatres
this summer are aware of it, they will be
experiencing profoundly Catholic culture at
its best.

Joseph Pearce is the author of Frodo's
Journey: Discovering the Hidden Meaning
of The Lord of the Rings

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/16/how-catholic-is-tolkiens-the-lord-of-the-rings
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Love (and Learning) in the Ruins

Our universities need to return to the Liberal
Arts, which do not call for the educated to
retreat from difficult issues, but to form
minds for self-possessed and more effective
modes of assessment and engagement.

The news is chockful of campus protests,
commencement walk-outs, devastated
libraries, and shouting matches on the
college lawns that traditionally represent
solemn respites from exterior storms, where
students read, ponder, and serenely stroll to
their next classroom. I am a college
professor in an era of change and upheaval.
On placid days, I hear “Semper
reformanda (always reforming)”; on less
placid days, it is “Overthrow [insert
whatever group is presently disdained].”

Amid the loudness, perhaps a whisper from
the corner might be heard by those who still
value the Liberal Arts, a paradigm invented
by the Church and intended to prepare
minds to assess and engage eras like our
own. The Liberal Arts do not call for the
educated to retreat from difficult issues, but
to form minds for self-possessed and more
effective modes of assessment and
engagement. Here is my whisper from the
corner.

I begin with a line from Walker Percy’s
post-apocalyptic 1971 novel Love in the
Ruins:

Now in these dread latter days of the old
violent beloved U.S.A. and of the Christ-
forgetting Christ-haunted death-dealing
Western world I came to myself in a grove
of young pines and the question came to me:
has it happened at last?

Percy, in both his fiction and non-fiction,
wrote that the world—though not bad in
itself—is corrupting and decaying. He was

not a fatalist, but like his admired
intellectual heroes—Guardini, Tolkien,
Lewis, Solzhenitsyn—he concluded Western
culture has been corrupted by temptation
and transgression. In the novel, Dr. Thomas
More—a descendant of Sir Thomas More,
the author of Ufopia—TIives as a psychiatrist
in a small Louisiana town incongruously
called “Paradise.” The U.S. becomes
progressively more fragmented, and society
evolves into a maelstrom of extremes. Only
Dr. More notices the breakdown, and even
he, a lapsed Roman Catholic womanizer and
alcoholic, falls into the collective collapse.

Pondering this eschatological scenario,
which was presented in strong terms in
Augustine’s De Civitate Dei (City of God), |
cannot help but think that Percy was either
wrong in his assumptions and was delirious,
or he was largely correct and the world is
indeed dissolving under the weight of its
corruption. Either way, as Percy suggests,
the results are not pleasant, and the world he
describes in Love in the Ruins—our world
today, in so many ways—mostly continues to
live as an unwitting victim to its decline.
Like Aristotle, he insists that real knowledge
and truth free us from both naive optimism
and benighted ignorance. So, what we teach
our students in a collapsing world matters
because knowledge, as classical learning has
timelessly upheld, liberates through recourse
to the truth. As Milton intoned: “The better
fight, who singly has maintained against
revolted multitudes the cause of truth, in
word mightier than they in arms.”

Pedagogy is less effective and less
intellectually nourishing than it was
previously, when it was structured around
the classics—called “classics” because they
are timeless, and because they access the
human spirit. We seek employment rather
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than betterment, and facts rather than
wisdom. In his trenchant collection Come to
Think of It, G. K. Chesterton stated that
those who advocate only facts and only
practical matters in education do not actually
understand what a fact is: “Facts do not
always create a spirit of reality, because
reality is spirit.” A classical education, if
properly classical, is more concerned with
the Permanent Things than those other
things that pass away, such as jobs, salaries,
entertainment, and even universities.

Percy once noted that many people “make
straight As and still flunk ordinary living.”
The general education curriculum at an
authentic university must prepare students
for the realities of living, as a refined and
liberally educated person, in a world that is
often inimical to the way educated persons
are called to live. While many current
curricula do make us nicer people, they do
not usually make us more intelligent people.
For that we must read the thinkers whose
thoughts were directed toward making us
better thinkers: Socrates, Sapho, Plato,
Aristotle, Confucius, Mencius, Augustine,
Averroes, Nagarjuna, Aquinas, Teresa of
Avilla, Hildegard of Bingen, Shakespeare,
and others. (And we should remember that
excerpts are not enough; anthologies give a
false confidence in knowing what these
persons teach but without taking the
required time to properly digest their ideas.)

I imagine a more radical shift in university
curricula than do many of my
contemporaries. If [ was Tsar of general
education curricula, I would insist on a
return to the classical education modern
pedagogues have jettisoned in favor of the
trendy activist pedagogy. Yes, let us retain
new insights we have gained since the so-
called “Enlightenment,” but let us also
revisit what Socrates had to say about the
life of the mind and soul before he was
charged to drink hemlock and die for being

too much of an irritant to those who fear the
life of the mind. I have rarely read anything
more summoning to the human condition
than works published one, two, and three
millennia ago.

So, we are perhaps in the ruins of Western
society—and some prefer the ruins to the
palaces that have been demolished—but the
classical Liberal Arts is a paradigm of hope.
In the Vulgate version of Paul’s letter to the
Romans, we read: “Spe salvi facti sumus,”
or “in hope we were liberated.” All this
being said, some universities are doing quite
well in promulgating a Liberal Arts
education, though, a better understanding of
what that is, precisely, is needed. Here in the
United States, for example, glossy brochures
often hawk the splendors of the Liberal Arts
while failing to define exactly what they are.

This term is not just a loose idea that can be
applied to any course of study. The Liberal
Arts are a craft, that should be learned
before, or in addition to non-Liberal Arts
disciplines. The very concept of the Liberal
Arts derives from the Medieval notion

of artes liberalis; these include seven liberal
arts appropriate for a free person. “Liber’
means “free,” or even to “make free.” The
seven atres liberalis exist in vital contrast to
the artes mechanicae, which are courses of
study pursued for economic purposes. These
non- Liberal Arts courses of study are the
“vocational and practical arts,” as Professor
Mark W. Roche, author of Why Choose the
Liberal Arts?, describes them. Thus, the
more a university dedicates itself to these
“vocational and practical arts,” the further it
moves away from the Liberal Arts. The
Liberal Arts include the Trivium and
Quadrivium: the first three subjects are
language (grammar), oratory (rhetoric), and
logic (dialectic); and the final four are
geometry, arithmetic, music, and astronomy.
For the academic or ecclesiastic of the
Medieval era, it was after learning the seven
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Liberal Arts that one undertook the “mother
of all learning”—theology.

My radical recommendation, then, is that
universities more accurately and truthfully
identify what the Liberal Arts are, and also
begin a process of teaching a general
education curriculum that more accurately
bears an organic connection to these seven
areas of study. Now, it is fine to disagree
with Walker Percy, or Aristotle, or me, but
we can only intelligently disagree with what
we thoroughly know. To restate the famous
motto of the Enlightenment: “Sapare aude!”
— “Dare to know!” What if our general
education courses more closely followed the
Liberal Arts ideal? What might a more
classical education curriculum look like?
And finally, does our current general
curriculum already satisfy the requirements
of an authentic Liberal Arts education?

I’1l answer the last question first. No, I do
not think that the predominance of
university curricula fulfills the conditions of
a Liberal Arts education. Curricula are more
often ways of indoctrination than open-
minded learning that deeply challenges and
liberates the mind. I suggest a more
exhaustive investigation into the ideas of
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. By this, I do
not mean the small gulps of short readings
that students sometimes receive in our
general education curricula. I recommend
actually imbibing these important thinkers in
large glasses. Socrates, for example,
provides a way to consider the seemingly
haphazard movement of change in our
current society, defining proper progress, as
Samuel Stumpf puts it, as the product of
“universal Reason (logos).” Heraclitus saw
this Reason as “the unity and order of all
things.” The key word here is “order”; the
difference between chaotic change and
reasoned progress is order.

In our list of works to slowly drink in and
digest must be Aristotle, for he trains the

mind to separate conclusions based on
uninformed feelings from those based on
verifiable evidence. When introducing his
work on rhetoric, or oratory, Aristotle
describes modes of persuasion: persuasion
“based on the character of the speaker” and
persuasion “by putting the audience into a
certain frame of mind.” These two are trite
and temporary and appeal only to the
passing fancies of human feeling. But the
third form of persuasion Aristotle suggests is
based “on proof.” General education courses
will generate better and more persuasive
writers if students read more Aristotle and
excise the words “I feel” from their
academic papers.

But in the end, the most salutary aspect of an
education based on an authentic Liberal Arts
model is that it centers on what Fr. James
Schall, SJ, called “the ultimate meaning of
existence.” The most penetrating question a
person can ask of oneself, Schall suggests,
is: “Why do I exist?”

Two assertions underscore the importance of
an authentic Liberal Arts curriculum in a
university. First, as philosopher Josef Pieper
wrote:

It might well be that at the end of history,

the only people who will examine and
ponder the root of all things and the meaning
of existence — i.e., the specific object of
philosophical speculation — will be those
with the eyes of mystery.

In this declining culture, mystery is being
replaced with a concern more for material
pleasure than the lasting pleasure of the
Permanent Things. I do not mean to be
pugnacious here, but of my non-classicist
colleagues, friends, and family members,
few are comfortable discussing virtue and
eternity without discomfort or annoyance.
This dislike derives perhaps from the very
fact that classicists seek the lasting pleasure
of truth rather than the ephemeral pleasure
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of what is trendy, or short-lived. And on this
subject, Walker Percy sees that the world
would rather evade reality than face it.

Second, Chesterton was quite

pessimistic about the direction of the
intellectual community at the advent of the
twentieth century:

The great march of mental destruction goes
on. Everything will be denied. . . . We shall
fight for visible prodigies as if they were
invisible. We shall look on the impossible
grass and the skies with a strange courage.
We shall be those who have seen and yet
believed.

It is precisely the clarity of classical learning
that will help us preserve our sanity and our
sense of reality, especially as the intellectual
community around us grows more distant
from truth and certainty, which are not

Anthony E. Clark, Ph.D.

subject to the whims of human desire.
Percy’s works describe how eye-opening a
liberally educated life can be our modern
world, and what we assign in our classrooms
can, if we are purposeful, function to help us
think more critically about the
overwhelming pressures placed upon us by
modernity.

We are called to become free from the
captivity of witlessness, to attain the
liberation of authentic learning. A
curriculum firmly rooted in these disciplines
does not merely expose us to ideas, but
rather propels us toward examples of the
persons who inspired and nourished the
Liberal Arts. The classics, even the salutary
disquisitions of mystery, are effective and
essential means of knowing and practicing
love in the ruins of our collapsing world.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/15/love-and-learning-in-the-ruins/
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Plato and Aristotle on Youth and Politics

Young people are excessively driven by
emotion and appetite, are prone to naive
idealism and an exaggerated sense of
injustice coupled with arrogant self-
confidence, and tend, in their intellectual
efforts, toward sophistry and unreasonable
skepticism toward established ways.

As faculty, including even philosophy
professors, aid and abet student bad
behavior on campus, it is worth considering
what the most serious thinkers of the
Western tradition would have thought about
the political opinions and activities of the
young. What follows are some relevant
passages from Plato and Aristotle in
particular. For purposes of the present
article, I put to one side the specific subject
matter of the recent protests, because it is
not relevant to the present point. What is
relevant is that the manner in which the
protesters’ opinions are formed and
expressed is contrary to reason. That would
remain true whatever they were

protesting. Part of this is because mobs are
always irrational. But they are bound to be
even more irrational when they are
composed of young people.

Don’t trust anyone under thirty

Plato held that even the guardians in his
ideal city should not be permitted to study
philosophy, and in particular the critical
back-and-form of philosophical debate,
before the age of thirty. And even then, they
could do so only after acquiring practical
experience in military service, the
acquisition of a large body of general
knowledge, and the intellectual discipline
afforded by mathematical reasoning. As he
says in The Republic, “dialectic” (as he
referred to this back-and-forth), when
studied prematurely, “does appalling harm”

and “fills people with indiscipline” (Book
VII, at p. 271 of the Desmond Lee
translation). For young and inexperienced
people tend to make a game of argument and
criticism, a means of tearing down
traditional ideas without seriously
considering what might be said in favor of
them or putting anything better in their
place. Describing the young person who
pursues such superficial philosophizing,
Plato writes:

He is driven to think that there’s no
difference between honourable and
disgraceful, and so on with all the other
values, like right and good, that he used to
revere... Then when he’s lost any respect or
feeling for his former beliefs but not yet
found the truth, where is he likely to

turn? Won’t it be to a life which flatters his
desires? ... And so we shall see him become
a rebel instead of a conformer...

You must have noticed how young men,
after their first taste of argument, are always
contradicting people just for the fun of'it;
they imitate those whom they hear cross-
examining each other, and themselves cross-
examine other people like puppies who love
to pull and tear at anyone within reach... So
when they’ve proved a lot of people wrong
and been proved wrong often themselves,
they soon slip into the belief that nothing
they believed before was true...

But someone who’s a bit older... will refuse
to have anything to do with this sort of
idiocy; he won’t copy those who contradict
just for the fun of the thing, but will be more
likely to follow the lead of someone whose
arguments are aimed at finding the

truth. He’s a more reasonable person and
will get philosophy a better

reputation. (Book VII, at pp. 272-273)
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Similarly, in the Nicomachean Ethics,
Aristotle says that political science (by
which he meant, not primarily what is today
called by that name, but rather what we
would today call political philosophy) is not
a suitable area of study for the young. He
writes:

A young man is not a fit person to attend
lectures on political science, because he is
not versed in the practical business of life
from which politics draws its premises and
subject matter. Besides, he tends to follow
his feelings, with the result that he will make
no headway and derive no benefit from his
course... It makes no difference whether he
is young in age or youthful in character; the
defect is due not to lack of years but to
living, and pursuing one’s various aims,
under the sway of feelings. (Book I, pp. 65-
66 of the Thomson and Tredennick
translation)

This lack of experience and domination by
feelings is commented on by Aristotle
elsewhere in the Ethics. For example, he
observes that “the lives of the young are
regulated by their feelings, and their chief
interest is in their own pleasure and the
opportunity of the moment” (Book VIII, at
p.- 262). And he notes:

Although the young develop ability in
geometry and mathematics and become wise
in such matters, they are not thought to
develop prudence. The reason for this is
that prudence also involves knowledge of
particular facts, which become known from
experience; and a young man is not
experienced, because experience takes some
time to acquire. (Book VI, at p. 215)

In the Rhetoric, Aristotle develops these
themes in greater detail, writing:

The young are by character appetitive and of
a kind to do whatever they should

desire. And of the bodily appetites they are
especially attentive to that connected with

sex and have no control over it... They are
irate and hot-tempered and of a kind to
harken to anger. And they are inferior to
their passions; for through their ambition
they do not tolerate disregard but are vexed
if they think they are being wronged.

And they are ambitious, but even more keen
to win (for youth craves excess and victory
is a kind of excess), and they are both of
these things rather than money-loving (they
are least money-loving of all through never
having yet experienced shortage...) and they
are not sour-natured but sweet-natured
through their not having yet observed much
wickedness, and credulous through their not
yet having been many times deceived, and
optimistic... because they have not
frequently met with failure...

And in all things they err rather towards the
excessively great or intense... (for they do
everything in excess: they love and hate
excessively and do all other things in the
same way), and they think they know
everything and are obstinate (this is also the
reason for their doing everything in excess),
and they commit their crimes from
arrogance rather than

mischievousness. (Book II, Part 12, at pp.
173-74 of the Lawson-Tancred
translation)

To summarize the points made by Plato and
Aristotle, then, young people: are
excessively driven by emotion and appetite;
lack the experience that is required for
prudence or wisdom in practical matters; in
particular, are prone to naive idealism and
an exaggerated sense of injustice coupled
with arrogant self-confidence; and tend, in
their intellectual efforts, toward sophistry
and unreasonable skepticism toward
established ways. For these reasons, their
opinions about matters of ethics and politics
are liable to be foolish.
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Democracy dumbs down

This should sound like common sense,
because it is. And notice that so far, Plato
and Aristotle are describing the tendencies
of the young as such, even in the best kinds
of social and political arrangements. But
things are even worse when those
arrangements are bad. In The Laws, Plato
warns that the young become soft when
pampered and affluent. “Luxury,” he says,
“makes a child bad-tempered, irritable and
apt to react violently to trivial things” (Book
VII, at p. 231 of the Saunders

translation). And again: “Suppose you do
your level best during these years to shelter
him from distress and fright and any kind of
pain at all... That’s the best way to ruin a
child, because the corruption invariably sets
in at the very earliest stages of his
education” (ibid.).

In The Republic, Plato argues that music and
entertainments that celebrate what is ignoble
and encourage the indulgence of desire
corrupt the moral character of the young in a
way that cannot fail to have social and
political repercussions:

The music and literature of a country cannot
be altered without major political and social
changes... The amusements in which our
children take part must be better regulated;
because once they and the children become
disorderly, it becomes impossible to produce
serious citizens with a respect for order.
(Book IV, at pp. 125-26)

Similarly, in the Politics, Aristotle cautions:

Unseemly talk... results in conduct of a like
kind. Especially, therefore, must it be kept
away from youth... And since we exclude
all unseemly talk, we must also forbid
gazing at debased paintings or stories... It
should be laid down that younger persons
shall not be spectators at comedies or
recitals of iambics, not, that is to say, until
they have reached the age at which they

come to recline at banquets with others and
share in the drinking; by this time their
education will have rendered them
completely immune to any harm that might
come from such spectacles... We must keep
all that is of inferior quality unfamiliar to the
young, particularly things with an ingredient
of wickedness or hostility. (Book VII, at pp.
446-47 of the Sinclair and Saunders
translation)

Plato’s Republic also famously argues that
oligarchies, or societies dominated by the
desire for wealth, are disordered, and tend to
degenerate into egalitarian democracies,
which are even more disordered. I have
discussed elsewhere Plato’s account of the
decay of oligarchy into democracy, and of
democracy, in turn, into tyranny. Among the
passages relevant to the subject at hand are
the following, from Book VIII:

The oligarchs reduce their subjects to the
state we have described, while as for
themselves and their dependents — their
young men live in luxury and idleness,
physical and mental, become idle, and lose
their ability to resist pain or pleasure. (p.
291)

The young man’s mind is filled instead by
an invasion of pretentious fallacies and
opinions... [He] call[s] insolence good
breeding, license liberty, extravagance
generosity, and shamelessness courage...
[He] comes to throw off all inhibitions and
indulge[s] desires that are unnecessary and
useless. ..

If anyone tells him that some pleasures,
because they spring from good desires, are
to be encouraged and approved and others,
springing from evil desires, to be disciplined
and repressed, he won’t listen or open his
citadel’s doors to the truth, but shakes his
head and says all pleasures are equal and
should have equal rights. (pp. 297-98)
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A democratic society... goes on to abuse as
servile and contemptible those who obey the
authorities and reserves its approval, in
private life as well as public, for rulers who
behave like subjects and subjects who
behave like rulers...

It becomes the thing for father and son to
change places, the father standing in awe of
his son, and the son neither respecting nor
fearing his parents, in order to assert what he
calls his independence...

The teacher fears and panders to his
pupils... and the young as a whole imitate
their elders, argue with them and set
themselves up against them, while their
elders try to avoid the reputation of being
disagreeable or strict by aping the young and
mixing with them on terms of easy good
fellowship. (pp. 299-300)

In short, the affluence and egalitarian spirit
of a wealth-oriented society that has decayed
into a democracy (in Plato’s sense of that
term, which has more to do with ethos than
the mechanics of governance) greatly
exacerbate the failings to which the young
are already prone. In particular, it makes
them even softer and thus unable to deal
maturely with challenges and setbacks, even

Dr. Edward Feser

more prone to sophistry and excessive
skepticism, even more contemptuous of
authority and established customs, and more
vulgar and addicted to vice. Even worse, the
egalitarian spirit of democracy makes adults
more prone to acquiesce in this bad
behavior, or even to ape it themselves. A
general spirit of license and irrationality sets
in and undermines the social order, greasing
the skids for tyranny (in a way that, again, I
describe in the article linked to earlier).

What then, would Plato and Aristotle think
of the mobs of shrieking student protesters
we see on campuses today (or for that
matter, the student mobs of the 1960s and of
every decade between then and now)? To
ask the question is to answer it. Nor is it a
mystery what they would think of the
professors who egg on this

foolishness. They are the heirs, not of Plato
and Aristotle, but of the sophists to whom
Plato and Aristotle sharply contrasted the
true philosopher.

(Editor’s note: This essay originally
appeared on Dr. Feser’s blog in a slightly
different form and is reprinted here with the
author’s kind permission.)
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Student Demonstrations: Power, Not Freedom of Speech

“Did you get caught in the student riot?”
asked a friend. “What riot?” “The Pro-
Palestinian demonstration at the University
of Texas.” I am at UT on a sabbatical. “We
don’t have student riots in Texas,” 1
informed him; “we have temporary
misunderstandings between students and
state troopers about who controls public
spaces. The students learn.” The authorities
in Texas are not as feckless as those running
the East Coast Ivies.

As Wilfred McClay points out in a recent
article in The New Criterion, demonstrations

aren’t “speech.” They may be “expressions”

— of anger, frustration, sometimes boredom.
But they’re not “speech” in the classic sense
of logos, “reasoned discourse.”

In speech, you express an idea; you make an
argument; and you invite others to

respond. The demonstrations on college
campuses are not invitations to dialogue;
they are the opposite. They demand that
dialogue stop and obedience begin. In this,
they are similar to groups shouting down
speakers with whom they disagree. It
should be no surprise, then, that both have
become standard practice together.

It’s not as though the demonstrators are
inviting reasoned responses to their
position. They’re not willing to hear
contrary opinions. They have “demands”
and those demands must be met. They are a
mob, and mobs are something, along with
tyranny, that the Founders of the country
feared most.

When demonstrators are pretending to be
engaging in free speech when what they are
really doing is showing the power of a mob
to get others to conform to their will, they
shouldn’t be surprised if authorities respond
to their demonstration of power with a

demonstration of power of their own. Those
Texas state troopers weren’t on campus to
argue. But neither were the demonstrators.

Perhaps the most ridiculous feature of these
recent protests is the shock the students
evince when, having violated repeated
orders to disperse, they are finally

arrested. That many must be hauled away
because they’ve “gone limp” belies their
wide-eyed innocence, since it shows they’ve
received training in “what to do for the
cameras when the police haul you

away.” Perhaps we can all agree that it’s no
way to run a republic.

Some years ago, a bright student of mine
had a complaint about something on
campus. “Okay,” I said, “so what are you
going to do?” After a moment’s thought,
she said: “Gather people together to
demonstrate?” “How about getting elected
to student government, writing an op-ed in
the paper, seeking to convince others of your
position?” I replied. Those options either
hadn’t occurred to her, or she had no faith in
them.

Democracy is a messy business; it requires
patience and skills of its own. It’s not like
driving a car that moves in the direction I
steer, accelerates to the speed I want, and
stops when and where I determine. It means
dealing with other people. And other people
have ideas and concerns of their own.

Show no interest in the ideas and concerns
of others, and they are likely to return the
favor. Like you, they want to drive the car
in the direction they want. And as everyone
who spends time on America’s highways
knows, this highly individualistic lack of
concern for others is bad for everyone.




As we need “rules of the road” to provide
the order that ensures everyone can get to
their destinations “freely” and in relative
safety, so too if speech is to be “free,” if it is
to be a “common good” and not merely the
privilege of one powerful group, speakers
must observe a set of procedural norms
meant to preserve this freedom for everyone.

At the University of Texas, the Provost sent
out a note outlining the rights and duties of
the members of the community. Among the
rights were the right to “assemble peacefully
to protest,” to “hand out flyers and
brochures,” and to “invite guest speakers to
present in common outdoor areas.” But with
this freedom comes responsibility. Thus
individuals, said the Provost, may not
“disrupt the operations of the university,
including but not limited to:

Making loud sounds that interfere with
learning; teaching, or other official actions;
blocking entrances, exits, and walkways;
calls for immediate lawless behavior, and
vandalism.

Camping or attempting to camp on
university property (including bringing tents
on campus and sleeping on university
property, with or without a tent, later than
10:00 p.m.).

Refusing to identify themselves to university
officials or law enforcement.

Refusing to comply with directions given by
university officials or law enforcement.

Using amplified sound without prior
approval.

Randall Smith

Wearing masks or disguises.

Coercing attention by following students
walking away from the protest.

Campuses around the country would be
better off if they posted those rules and
enforced them. Students would be better off
if they abided by them respectfully and
stopped screaming like little children for the
cameras when they get hauled away by the
authorities for violating reasonable

rules. Such demonstrations of political
theater are attempts at emotional

blackmail. They don’t help the Palestinian
people, but they make the American public
more cynical about real acts of government
suppression and police brutality.

Government can be overly coercive in
suppressing speech it doesn’t like, and
we’ve had too many examples of that
recently. But mobs are not “democratic
governance in action.” They are simply
another form of tyranny. Which is why they
are often found in the same places among
the same people.

We will either teach our young people the
skills and self-discipline required for
republican self-government and fill them
with the faith in it and love for it they need
to preserve it, or we will lose the privilege —
a gift bequeathed to us at great

cost. Catholics should lead the way in
educating their students for this level of civil
engagement and discourse. This would show
that what St. Augustine argued in The City
of God is true: Catholics aren’t dangerous
aliens. Quite the contrary, their Christian
faith makes them better citizens.

https://www.thecatholicthing.ore/2024/05/14/student-demonstrations-power-not-freedom-of-

speech/
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Billard Decision Reveals Strong Protections Against Ideological Extremism

Despite the inside-baseball twists and turns
of Judge Pamela Harris’s opinion, what’s
clear is that so stout are these defenses that
religious schools now have little to worry
about from litigation in their hiring and
firing decisions.

In his dissent in Obergefell v.

Hodges (2015), the case that
constitutionalized “same-sex marriage” and
promptly became the emblem of judicial
excess for our time, Justice Samuel Alito
warned that the Court’s linking of traditional
marriage laws to laws that denied equal
protection for blacks and women would be
an analogy “exploited by those who are
determined to stamp out every vestige of
dissent.”

He was, of course, right. Federal
antidiscrimination law is one highly
effective legal cudgel used in the war
against dissent on gay rights. The very good
news, as illustrated by the recent decision of
the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit in Billard v. Charlotte Catholic
High School, is that religious schools enjoy
potent statutory and constitutional defenses
against these assaults.

Lonnie Billard taught English and drama at
Charlotte Catholic High School in North
Carolina. The school fired him when it
learned of his plans to marry his same-sex
partner. The school rightly concluded that
such action violated the Diocese of
Charlotte’s policy against engaging in
conduct that is contrary to Catholic teaching.
Inevitably, Billard brought an action against
the school in federal court for sex
discrimination under Title VII. Such an
action was invented under this federal
statute in the disastrous majority opinion by
Justice Neil Gorsuch in Bostock v.

Clayton_County (2022). (Justice

Alito’s Bostock dissent memorably begins:
“There is only one word for what the Court
has done today: legislation.”)

The district court brushed aside the school’s
defenses and found that Billard had been
unlawfully discriminated against because of
his sex. Notably, the school waived a
defense known as the “ministerial
exception,” which prevents courts, because
of the first amendment’s religious
protections, from interfering with ministerial
employment matters or ecclesiastical
decisions. Instead, it unsuccessfully
advanced a more sweeping defense under
the soundest reading of Title VII itself.

The appeals court, in its majority opinion,
tied itself in juridical knots to reverse the
district court on the narrowest possible
grounds, a result that will likely avoid the
possibility of review by the U.S. Supreme
Court. The majority opinion was written by
Judge Pamela Harris, a very liberal Obama
appointee. Although the school had waived
the ministerial exception defense in the
district court, the opinion by Judge Harris
raised it on its own and used it to decide the
case for the school. The alternative was to
use Title VII, which would have given the
school even broader protection in dealing
with all its employees, not just those who fit
into the ministerial exception.

Paradoxically, to avoid providing wider
protection to the school, the court had to
read the ministerial exception in a very
expansive way to include a lay teacher like
Billard. (As the astute Ed Whelan observed,
this case “may be the broadest application of
the ministerial exception by any federal
appellate court.”)
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In order to limit the reach of protections for
religious liberty, the court also disregarded
what is called the constitutional-avoidance
doctrine: that is, a court should avoid
deciding a constitutional question if a case
can be decided on statutory grounds. To
apply this well-established principle of
restraint here would have required that the
court to rule using the more expansive
protections available to the school under
Title VII—a direction it manifestly wanted
to avoid.

The slipperiness of these moves in the
opinion was identified in the very cogent
separate opinion by Judge Robert King. A
Clinton appointment, Judge King read the
law honestly and concluded that the school
is protected from this suit by Title VII; he
properly repudiated the contortions of the
majority to invoke the ministerial exception
to decide the matter.

Despite the inside-baseball twists and turns
of Judge Harris’s opinion in this case, what
is perfectly clear is that so stout are these
defenses that religious schools now have

Gregory J. Sullivan

little to worry about from litigation in their
hiring and firing decisions. Too often, the
threat of a suit in an area of unsettled law
results in prudential capitulation on the part
of religious schools. With anti-
discrimination law in the context of
employment, by contrast, they are
formidably guarded from expensive and
cumbersome suits. They can hire and fire as
they see fit and get on with the business of
educating students.

To be sure, the results-driven rot

of Obergefell and Bostock remains in our
law and culture. The ferocious efforts to
crush dissent from gay-rights “orthodoxy” is
(as Justice Alito recognized) relentless.

But Billard shows that valuable protections
have been erected against the force of this
ideological extremism.

This case is a significant win for Catholic
schools—indeed, for the doctrinal integrity
and autonomy of all religious schools—and
for the cause of religious liberty in our
constitutional order.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/13/billard-decision-reveals-strong-protections-
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Kansas City Chiefs Kicker Harrison Butker Slams Biden’s ‘Delusional’ Stance
on Abortion in Commencement Speech

Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker
recently called out President Biden over his
“delusional” support for abortion as a
practicing Catholic.

The three-time Super Bowl winner laid into
the 81-year-president during a fiery
commencement speech Saturday at
Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan.,
where the NFL star also criticized the
federal government’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and aired out his
frustrations with a litany of other political,
religious and cultural issues.

“As a group, you witnessed firsthand how
bad leaders who don’t stay in their lane can
have a negative impact on society,” Butker,
28, said early in his 20-minute address to the
graduates of the small Catholic liberal arts
school, referring to the COVID-19
lockdowns.

“While COVID might have played a large
role throughout your formative years, it is
not unique,” the kicker argued.

“Bad policies and poor leadership have
negatively impacted major life issues.
Things like abortion, IVF, surrogacy,
euthanasia, as well as a growing support for
degenerate cultural values and media, all
stem from the pervasiveness of disorder.”

And the buck stops with Biden, according to
Butker.

“Our own nation is led by a man who
publicly and proudly proclaims his Catholic

Victor Nava

faith, but at the same time is delusional
enough to make the sign of the cross during
a pro-abortion rally,” he said.

The line was a reference to Biden’s

bizarre use of the gesture, which Catholics
often make before and after prayer, while
listening to pro-abortion remarks delivered
by Florida Democratic Party Chair Nikki
Fried last month.

Biden is America’s second-ever Roman
Catholic president.

“He has been so vocal in his support for the
murder of innocent babies that [’'m sure to
many people it appears that you can be both
Catholic and pro-choice,” Butker went on.

“He is not alone. From the man behind the
Covid lockdowns, to the people pushing
dangerous gender ideologies onto the youth
of America, they all have a glaring thing in
common — they are Catholic. This is an
important reminder that being Catholic
alone doesn’t cut it,” he argued.

The NFL player urged the new grads to
“stop pretending that the ‘Church of nice’ is
a winning proposition,” encouraging them to
speak out in opposition to what he called
declining morals.

Biden has repeatedly called on voters to re-
elect him in 2024 and to elect a Democratic
House and Senate that will codify the right
to an abortion nationwide since the Supreme
Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022.

https://nypost.com/2024/05/13/sports/kansas-city-chiefs-kicker-harrison-butker-slams-bidens-
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Catholic Students Praying Rosary Attacked in Indonesia

Catholic students in Indonesia have been
assaulted by Muslim residents who objected
to their praying rosary in a residential area
on the outskirts of the capital Jakarta.

Muslim residents in Banten province, a
suburb of Jakarta, mobbed the 12 Catholic
students at Pamulang University in South
Tangerang city while they were conducting
the traditional rosary service from house to
house on May 5.

Office-bearers of the residential association
objected to the prayer service, said Siprianus
Edi Hardum, a Catholic lawyer who is
extending legal help to the students.

"As a result, two female students were
injured and one Muslim man was
manhandled for defending the students,"
said Hardum.

One of the injured female students said that
they were stopped by the head of the
neighborhood association who asked them
not to worship at home, but at church.

"He said to us, 'If you want to pray, please
go to church, like we Muslims worship in
the mosque,"" she said.

The man then left and returned with a mob
who attacked the students. The victims were
saved from further harm only because other
Muslims came to their rescue.

The video of the incident went viral on
social media on May 6.

UCA News Reporter

South Tangerang police spokesperson
Alvino Cahyadi said they are investigating
the case and would seek out witnesses to the
incident, including local community leaders.

Praying the rosary from house to house is
traditionally held in May and October in
Indonesia.

"People who disturb those who are praying
are destroying Indonesia as a democratic
country," Hardum said while expressing
gratitude to Muslims who helped save the
students.

Prayer services of minority groups often get
disrupted in Indonesia, which is
predominantly Muslim.

On Aug. 15 last year, Tanjungkarang District
Court in Lampung Province on Sumatra
Island sentenced a Muslim man to three
months in prison for disrupting a Protestant
worship service by citing a controversial
government decree governing houses of
worship.

During Christmas in 2022, the Lebak district
head in Banten province prohibited
Christians from holding celebrations in the
area, which does not have a church.

Residents and officials banned the
Bethlehem Batak Protestant Church in Batu
Gede in West Java province from holding
Christmas services in 2022 inside their
homes.

https://www.ucanews.com/news/catholic-students-praying-rosary-attacked-in-indonesia/105006
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Super Bowl Star Talks ‘Faith, Family, and Football’ at Commencement

"Being locked in with your vocation and staying in your lane is going to be the surest way for you to find
true happiness and peace in this life"

Harrison Butker, the Super Bowl winning
kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs, was the
commencement speaker at Benedictine
College in Atchison, Kansas, on May 11.

He had a lot to say about politics, liturgy,
and Church governance, but he repeatedly
pointed out that it was important that people
“stay in your lane.” What is Butker’s lane?
“Faith, family and football ... in that order,”
is how he put it on campus previously.

Thoughts he shared about those three topics
were truly the highlights of his remarks.

“Faith” means your state in life, he said.

After dwelling on things he found
troublesome in the Church and in the world,
Butker offered a strong antidote.

He said there were “great examples right
here on this very campus who will keep the
light of Christ burning bright for generations
to come.”

At his commencement address last year at
Georgia Tech, he told seniors to get married
and have children. To the Catholic students
in the Kansas City, Kansas, archdiocese he
added a few more vocations.

“Being locked in with your vocation and
staying in your lane is going to be the surest
way for you to find true happiness and peace
in this life,” he said. “It is essential that we
focus on our own state in life, whether that
be as a layperson, a priest, or religious,
ladies and gentlemen of the class of 2024.”

And he had plenty of advice for fellow
laypeople.

“Family” was important for everyone, he
said.

He congratulated the women present for “an
amazing accomplishment,” saying, “You
should be proud of all that you have
achieved to this point in your young lives.”

Family is a crucial part of every lay person’s
story, he added.

“Some of you may go on to lead successful
careers in the world,” he said. “But I would
venture to guess that the majority of you are
most excited about your marriage and the
children you will bring into this world.”

On the day before Mother's Day, he said, “I
can tell you that my beautiful wife Isabelle
would be the first to say that her life truly
started when she began living her vocation
as a wife and as a mother. I’'m on this stage
today able to be the man I am because I have
a wife who leans into her vocation.”

Then, he had to choke back tears to finish
when he added: “I’m beyond blessed with
the many talents God has given me. But it
cannot be overstated that all of my success is
made possible because the girl I met in class
back in middle school would convert to the
faith, become my wife, and embrace one of
the most important titles of all: homemaker.”

The two attended Georgia Tech together.
Butker said, “Isabelle’s dream of having a
career might not have come through. But if
you ask her today if she has any regrets on
her decision, she would laugh out loud
without hesitation and say, ‘Heck no!"™

“Family” was key for the men in the
audience, too, he said.




“I have leaned into my vocation as a
husband and as a father,” he said. “What
plagues our society today is the lie that has
been told that men are not necessary in the
home or in our communities.”

He acknowledged that men who have
abandoned families and responsibilities have
helped create this misunderstanding.

“Never settle for what is easy,” he said.
“You might have a talent that you don't
necessarily enjoy, but if it glorifies God,
maybe you should lean into that, over
something that you might think suits you
better. I speak from experience as an
introvert who now finds myself as an
amateur public speaker and an entrepreneur
— something I never thought I’d be when I
received my industrial engineering degree.”

Last, "football" came up several times in
his speech.

Butker’s kicking records were read out in
his introduction: Longest Chiefs field goal,
longest Super Bowl field goal, the high
scorer in the most recent Super Goal and the
game-winning field goal in the one before
that.

Tom Hoopes

Butker acknowledged several times that it is
only his football prowess that has gained
him a platform.

Regarding his honorary degree and his
football nickname, he said, “I think I need to
tell them to stop calling me ‘Butt-kicker’
and say ‘Dr. Butker’!”

He mentioned his NFL job again when he
was speaking about his wife. “She is the one
who ensures I never let football or my
business become a distraction from being a
husband and father,” he said.

And third, he mentioned Catholic football.

“I thank God for Benedictine College and
for the example it provides to the world,” he
said. “You can have an

authentically Catholic college and a thriving
football program.”

He concluded with a call to service.

“Make no mistake you are entering into
mission territory in a ‘post-god’ world,” he
said. “But you were made for this and with
God by your side and a constant striving for
virtue within your vocation you too can be a
saint. Christ is King — to the heights!”

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/13/super-bowl-star-talks-faith-family-and-football-at-commencement



https://aleteia.org/2024/05/13/super-bowl-star-talks-faith-family-and-football-at-commencement

‘I Have Called You by Name’: The Importance of Christian Names in A World
of Gender Ideology

Names matter. Family names matter because
they tell a rich history and point to the deep
bonds between parents and children. But
first names point to an even deeper truth.

As German Catholic philosopher Josef
Pieper argued in his essay What is My Real
Name? that explores the concept of identity
and the relationship between a person’s
name and their fundamental selfthood:

“The Church appears to regard a person’s
first name, which he receives at baptism and
which in English is known as his ‘Christian
name’, as a more essential name, a name
which designates the person more
profoundly, than his family name.”

This “essential” quality that each person has
was recently highlighted in the new papal
document Dignitas Infinita, as well as in the
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales’
document Intricately Woven by the Lord that
was released shortly afterward.

When a baby is born, for the first few
months of that baby’s life relations and
friends will think of that individual as “the”
baby, the newest addition to one particular
family. To strangers, this new addition to
humanity will be simply “a” baby, nearly
undistinguishable from any other infant.

But to God, that newborn is as much a
formed individual now, with a unique body
and soul, as he or she will appear to others
later in life, once that individual’s
personality is better developed. Before
anyone else does, even before our own
parents, God knows us and calls us by name.
As He says to His nation of Israel: “I have
called you by name, you are mine” (Isaiah
43:1).

Our “Christian” name, then, is so crucial to
our identity precisely because, if our
surnames link us permanently to our family,
then our first name points to God’s
recognition of — and unconditional love for —
every single one of us.

Yet this recognition often goes ignored in
our post-Christian society. The
popularisation of gender theory has come
with the built-in assumption that the best
cure for dysphoria is gender-affirming care.
This doesn’t only mean resorting to
hormone therapy and gender reassignment
surgery; in many cases concerning children
and young people, it also involves parents,
teachers, and peers accepting the
individual’s new chosen name and pronouns.
Calling someone by their new name, so the
logic goes, is the ultimate expression of trust
and love.

Dignitas Infinita invites Catholics across the
world to resist the kind of gender theory that
gives rise to such logic, while Intricately
Woven by the Lord provides guidance about
how we should deal with the gender
ideology in daily life, highlighting the issue
of language use, suggesting:

“Our choice of words is always to be
assessed in the complex situation of social
interaction. Sensitivity and a desire to show
respect are important. We should never seek
to cause offence to another, including in
situations where the other person advocates
a view of reality that is different from or
departs from the Church’s vision of the
human person. Yet care should be taken to
resist the temptation to adopt the language
of gender ideology in our institutions.”
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Although pronouns and first names are not
explicitly mentioned, it is clear that the
bishops are urging us not to alter our
language in Catholic institutions. Schools in
particular, though recognising the
importance of being tactful, should not
capitulate to progressive demands on this
issue. Of course, it’s perfectly normal for
young people to want to make a new identity
for themselves. Many teenagers are acutely
uncomfortable in their own bodies, so it is
understandable that some would keenly wish
to change aspects of their identity.

This is a problem, of course, because it
ignores the fact that men and women are
biologically different. For Christians,
however, the idea of giving yourself a new
name should be seen

as particularly harmful, because it is a
distorted version of the practice of adopting
a new name when entering religious life.
Our Christian name given at baptism points
beyond our family history to God’s love and
foreknowledge of us from eternity, and his
constant care of us from the moment we
begin to exist. In the case of those who enter
religious life, the new name they take
signals that they have answered a vocation
from God to live a certain state of life, and
thus deepen their baptism. It’s a decision to
become even more dead to their worldly
selves and to live as members of Christ’s
body: “For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3).

By receiving a new name in religious life,
then, they show even more that their
1dentities are received from God, redeemed
in Christ, and refashioned to serve others
through the grace given by the Holy Spirit.
So Saul of Tarsus became Paul, and Simon
son of Jonah became Peter.

On the other hand, when people give
themselves a new name as a way to create a
new identity from scratch, they reject the
idea that their human nature was given to

them by their Creator, and instead see
themselves as being limitlessly

malleable according to their wishes and
desires. Taking on a new name after
“transitioning” from one sex to the other is a
denial of God’s recognition of each of us —
formalised in the sacrament of baptism — as
unrepeatable individuals, inherently valuable
in the very bodies and souls that have been
given us by Him.

As Dignitas Infinita reminds us: “Human
dignity cannot be based on merely
individualistic standards, nor can it be
identified with the psychophysical well-
being of the individual.” This is why,
although we should treat young people in
schools who are struggling with gender
identity with the utmost care and
compassion, Catholic schools cannot
compromise on language. Rather, we need
to constantly remind ourselves that
accepting our given names is part of
recognising our created nature and the
dignity bestowed upon us by our Creator.

By way of reinforcing this, the Church finds
an unlikely ally in Greta Gerwig, the
director of the 2017 film Lady Bird. For the
best part of two hours we watch Christine
“Lady Bird” McPherson fight with her
mother as she tries to build an identity for
herself. This includes her insisting on calling
herself “Lady Bird” — rather than Christine —
leaving behind her hometown of
Sacramento, California, and her all-girls
Catholic high school, for an exciting new
life “with culture” as a university student in
New York.

When Lady Bird goes to her first college
party in New York, she meets a boy, a
teenager straight out of high school like
herself, who tells her that he doesn’t believe
in God. It’s clear that Lady Bird is stung by
how smug he is in his confidence that God
doesn’t exist and as she starts to wrestle with
her own doubts about the path she has
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chosen: “People will call each other by
names their parents made up for them, but
they don’t believe in God,” Lady Bird
replies, shaking her head.

For someone who’s never publicly called
herself a Christian, Gerwig shows her
sensibilities to be surprisingly Catholic. In
creating Christine/Lady Bird, Gerwig gives
us an example of a young woman
rediscovering her faith through the very
relationship that her parents established by
their naming of her. Crucially, what Lady
Bird also realises in this scene, is that
having faith in one’s relationship with God
is no more irrational than having faith in
one’s relationship with one’s parents, no
matter what secular society would have us
believe.

At that same college party, Lady Bird gets
so drunk that her friends take her to the
nearest hospital. When she wakes up the
next morning, stumbling onto the streets of

Beatrice Scudeler

New York, she realises it’s Sunday. She sees
people entering a church and joins in with
the rest of the congregation. It is only then
that she plucks up the courage to call her
parents, and finally accepts the name chosen
for her by her parents.

In the final scene of the film, clearly
homesick, she leaves a voice message for
her parents: “Hi, Mom and Dad, it’s me,
Christine,” we hear her saying on the phone.
“It’s the name you gave me. It’s a good
one.”

God calls us by name, as humans first and
foremost, but as embodied men and women,
too. By naming us, our parents recognise our
dignity as individuals. This is but an earthly
version of God’s perfect knowledge of us,
but it’s a recognition that does point us
towards God’s perfect love for each human
being he’s created. Christian names are
important; let’s do our best to preserve them
and cherish them.

https://catholicherald.co.uk/i-have-called-you-by-name-the-importance-of-christian-names-in-a-

world-of-gender-ideology/
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Priest Plunges School into Darkness to Save Children from Marauding
Gunmen

The quick thinking of a headteacher helped
save the lives of sleeping students after
armed extremists stormed a secondary
school in Nigeria’s Middle Belt.

Fr Emmanuel Ogwuche, principal at Fr
Angus Frazer Memorial High School in
Makurdi, promptly switched off all the
lights in the building after hearing gunshots
outside, preventing the terrorists from
finding their way inside the school.

An officer of the Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps guarding the school in Benue
State “jumped over the fence” and “the
gunmen went after him, but he managed to
escape” with non-fatal injuries, Fr Moses
lorapuu, Director of Social Communications
at Makurdi Diocese told Catholic charity
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN).

Father Iorapuu said that unidentified
extremists opened fire at the co-educational
Catholic school while the pupils were asleep
inside the building.

He added: “There were so many gunshots
and they were shooting for a very long time.

“We were lucky and the Lord was kind to us
that no student was hit.”

Fr Iorapuu explained that the school is
temporarily closed and the students have
been evacuated as “a pre-emptive measure
to ensure the safety of the children and avoid
what could have been an unimaginable
disaster”.

He added: “The people are kind of getting
used to these attacks.

“The response from the government has
been rather unimpressive.”

Fr lorapuu said that the pupils have been
“traumatised” and “there is fear” of further
atrocities, highlighting: “This attack was the
first of its kind we’ve experienced.

“They have attacked churchgoers, farmers
and villagers before, but now they have
upped their game, attacking a school.”

“We are not sure what is going to happen
next.”

He added that the police were very slow in
responding — “by the time they came, the
attackers had disappeared”.

Fr Angus Frazer Memorial High School is
located in Makurdi’s Phase 3 area — a district
that is notorious for killings and kidnappings
by suspected Fulani militants.

Father lorapuu said that Makurdi Diocese
has tightened security at Church buildings
and appealed to the authorities to ensure the
safety of citizens.

He added that he hopes that the state
governor will “wake up to the reality of
what we are facing”.

He concluded: “This attack happened in the
capital of Makurdi State and if there are no
security arrangements to protect our schools,
then we have to suspend our activities
because we don’t know which school will be
the next target.

“We are expecting that there will be a
reaction and this attack on the school will
finally push the government to act.”

Makurdi clergy reached out to inform ACN
about the attack after leaders from the
charity visited Nigeria a few weeks ago, a
programme that included Makurdi Diocese.
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Extremist attacks on schools in Nigeria More than 10 years on from the atrocity,
came to international attention with the more than 90 students are still reported
kidnapping of 276 mostly Christian female missing.

students from the Government Girls

Secondary School in Chibok, in Borno State.

Amy Balog

https://catholicherald.co.uk/priest-plunges-school-into-darkness-to-save-children-from-
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Archbishop Wilson Leads Over 10,000 School Children in a Rosary

Over 90 Catholic schools across South
London and Kent took part in a rosary led
by Archbishop John Wilson, as part of the
Archdiocese of Southwark’s campaign to
encourage young people to pray.

Archbishop John led the rosary from Notre
Dame Secondary School in Southwark,
where he was joined by children from St
George’s Cathedral Catholic Primary
School.

Pupils from across South London and Kent
joined online, with the rosary was broadcast
live. The Archdiocesan wide rosary is part of
a wider plan to encourage young people and
children to ‘Give Prayer A Go’ and to make
prayer a part of their daily lives.

Archbishop John said, “I’ve been praying
the rosary since | was a teenager, it’s a
prayer that means so much to me so it was a
great joy to share in this great gift with so
many young people and children in our
Archdiocese.

“The rosary is so powerful because through
Our Lady, we are led to Christ. Praying the
rosary, in classrooms and in our homes,
helps us to realise the beauty of our Catholic
faith and helps us draw closer to the Lord
Jesus.

“I hope this is just another step toward
schools and young people praying the rosary
regularly, and to ask the Blessed Mary,
through her prayers, to lead us closer to her
Son.”

Around 30 children from St George’s
Cathedral Catholic Primary School were
at Notre Dame with the Archbishop. The
school has a Spiritual Life Committee,
where during October and May children take
part in a daily rosary led by teachers. Parents

are also invited and encouraged to take part
in the rosary before school.

The Headteacher, Louise Grabowski,
said:

“Prayer life is so important at our school.
Every day we come together to pray, which
not only helps the children build their
personal relationships with Christ, but it also
helps them to build a bond with each other.

“That’s what felt so special about this rosary,
we were able to show our pupils they’re part
of something so much bigger.”

The rosary was hosted at Notre Dame
Roman Catholic Secondary School, near St
George’s Cathedral in South London. The
Headteacher of the school, Blon Byrne, said,
“Creating a spiritual life in schools is so
important and it’s a priority of ours at Notre
Dame.

“The rosary felt like a real community
celebration and underlined why making
prayer a part of our schools is so crucial. I
know our school will look to build on this
event, as we continue to help our pupils
achieve their full potential spiritually,
academically and socially.”

The Archbishop thanked all those who took
part, especially Notre Dame for hosting the
rosary and St George’s for attending in
person too. St Catherine’s Catholic Girls
School took part in the rosary by using sign
language for the Hail Mary.

Primary and secondary schools, as well as
sixth-forms, from across South London and
Kent joined the rosary via zoom. At the start
of the event, Archbishop John told the pupils
about the history of the rosary and how it
helps to build a closer relationship with
Christ, through Mary. Throughout the
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mysteries, Archbishop John encouraged the
children and young people to pray for their
loved ones, each other and their teachers.
But he also asked them to pray for those in
the Holy Land, Ukraine and Sudan —
reminding us all of the need to unite our
prayers to those suffering around the world.

The Archbishop fielded questions from
pupils on the day, who asked about the
rosary and what it is like being an
Archbishop. Archbishop John replied that
his greatest joy is getting to share
something, each and every day, about the
beauty of the Catholic faith with all he
meets.

The rosary was organised by the Education
Service in the Archdiocese of Southwark, as
part of the Archdiocese’s prayer
campaign,Give Prayer a Go. This aims to
provide people with practical and inspiring
ways to make prayer a part of their life.

The Catholic Herald

The campaign has been a huge success so
far, including a video initiative during Lent
which released a prayer video a day across
social media promoting much loved prayers
within the Catholic Church. On Facebook
alone, the videos had a combined reach of
over 12 million people.

Archbishop John Wilson also released a
video message on 1 May, encouraging
people to pray the rosary for the Month of
Mary. In the message, the Archbishop
explained:

“Turning to Our Blessed Lady through the
Rosary helps us to draw closer to Christ.
Through our praying the Rosary, and Our
Lady’s intercession, we recall God’s promise
to us in the Lord Jesus. Our Mother Mary is
a model for all of us. She shows us how to
be a true follower of Christ”.

https://catholicherald.co.uk/archbishop-leads-over-10000-school-children-in-a-

rosary/?_thumbnail 1d=791257
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Taking a Stand to Understand

Much has been said about the Millennial and
Gen Z cohorts, roughly today’s 20 to 42
crowd, especially their hesitancy towards
commitment. They marry later than previous
generations — if they marry at all; have
driven the U.S. birthrate to dangerously low
levels; are more likely to change jobs;

and less likely to own a home than their
older counterparts.

And if we turn from sociology to faith, we
find that this same hesitancy towards
commitment is driving younger Americans
away from religion. The most cited
reasons for rejecting “organized” religion
are doubts about religious teachings and
about God, dislike of religious
organizations, and poor experiences with
religious people — all of which are often
symptoms of a more basic unwillingness to
give oneself to other persons or causes. We
can trace this back further to a general lack
of trust that fears uncertainty and
brokenness. Younger Americans turn the old
adage on its head: It is worse to love and
lose, so let’s not love at all.

The desire for certainty is natural. Jesus
Himself acknowledged it: “For which of
you, desiring to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it?” (Luke 14:28)

But commitment does not function on the
level of technical knowledge, the kind of
knowledge deemed most valid in the modern
world. It cannot be calculated or
manufactured because it belongs to another
field of knowledge that the world and the
educational establishment have ceased to
nourish.

This other field where commitment
functions is belief. Joseph Ratzinger
articulates the essence of belief in modern

terms in his magisterial Introduction to
Christianity, which is the subject of 7CT"s
latest course, which begins this evening. The
great theologian and pope makes clear that
belief “is ordered not to the realm of what
can be or has been made. . .but to the realm
of basic decisions that man cannot avoid
making.” Questions like: Whom I should
marry, what I ought to do with my life, how
many children should I have, where I should
live, and what I should worship? The
answers are fundamental decisions that defy
mathematical certainty or scientific scrutiny.

Belief, Ratzinger continues, “is entrusting
oneself to that which has not been made by
oneself and never could be made and which
precisely in this way supports and makes
possible all our making.” That is, in order to
do and understand anything, Ratzinger
writes, we have to first take a stand on some
ground, which is what the Hebrew

word amen signifies.

Younger Americans today, deprived of a
strong religious upbringing and formed by
ideologies and technologies that marginalize
questions of belief, fear commitment
because they have no ground to stand on.
Despite the illusion of control that their
smartphones offer, they float without rudder
or compass. Hence, they are less inclined to
marry, to have children, to give themselves
to work and to the community, or to go to
church.

The modern world tries to lull us into
believing that we can create our own
meaning, our own ground to stand on. But
Ratzinger’s caution from nearly fifty years
ago has been proven correct by increases in
drug addiction, suicides, and generational
dissatisfaction. Surveys show that
Americans are less happy than ever:
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Man does not live on the bread of
practicability alone; he lives as man, and,
precisely in the intrinsically human part of
his being, on the word, on love, on meaning.
.. .But meaning is not derived from
knowledge. . . .Meaning that is self-made is
in the last analysis no meaning. Meaning,
that is, the ground on which our existence as
a totality can stand and live, cannot be made
but only received.

Without the humility to admit that they are
not their own gods, younger Americans
demanding certainty will continue to drown
in uncertainty. Without the courage to take a
stand on a ground that is not of their own
making, they will make nothing of
themselves. Without the audacity to step
outside the cave of technological
knowledge, they will not know the love that
God wishes to rain down on them.

“The tool with which man is equipped to
deal with the truth of being is

not knowledge but understanding:
understanding of the meaning to which he
has entrusted himself. And we must
certainly add that ‘understanding’ only
reveals itself in ‘standing,” not apart from
it.”

To believe in Jesus Christ and to stand on
the rock that is the Church transforms
commitment from something to be feared

David G Bonagura, Jr.

into an adventure to be embraced. “Christian
belief is the option for the view that the
receiving precedes the making,” Ratzinger
observes. In embracing Christianity we are
not receiving shackles on our freedom or
personal fulfillment, as the world alleges.
Rather, “Christian faith lives on the
discovery that not only is there such a thing
as objective meaning but that this meaning
knows me and loves me, that I can entrust
myself to it.”

Ratzinger acknowledges that the believer
“will repeatedly experience the darkness in
which the contradiction of unbelief
surrounds him like a gloomy prison from
which there is no escape.” But those fearing
commitment should not see this as a ready
excuse to remain in limbo. He assures us
that we have no reason to doubt the ground
on which we have chosen to stand. For in
professing the Christian faith, we say, “I
believe in you, Jesus of Nazareth, as the
meaning (logos) of the world and of my
life.”

If young people have the courage to make
this commitment to Christ, all the other
commitments they must make obtain
meaning in the light of eternity. But this
reality they will only understand if they first
take a stand.

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2024/05/09/taking-a-stand-to-understand/
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A Turn to Sanity? SCOTUS Upholds Idaho Law Limiting “Transitioning”

Idaho is the second state to bar health
providers from performing gender-transition
surgeries, prescribing puberty blockers, or
providing hormone treatments for those
under eighteen.

Amid ongoing controversy over “gender
affirming” care for minors experiencing
gender dysphoria wishing to transition, a
divided Supreme Court recently largely
upheld Idaho’s Vulnerable Child
Protection Act (VCPA). The VCPA,
applicable to children and vulnerable adults,
bans medical professionals from performing
surgeries on those under eighteen to
sterilize, mutilate, or construct artificial
tissue appearing to be genitalia differing
from their biological sexes, and performing
mastectomies. Moreover, the VCPA prevents
medical personnel from administering or
supplying medications to induce profound
morphologic changes in their genitals or
transient or permanent infertility including
puberty-blockers or supraphysiological
doses of testosterone to females or such
doses of estrogen to males and/or removing
otherwise healthy or nondiseased body parts
or tissues.

As one of twenty-five jurisdictions barring
health providers from performing gender-
transition surgeries, prescribing puberty
blockers, and/or providing hormone
treatments for those under eighteen, Idaho
became the second state to criminalize such
treatments. Medical personnel who violate
the VCPA can be convicted of felonies and
imprisoned for not more than ten years.
Another section of the VCPA, focused on
vulnerable adults, allows violators to

be fined up to $25,000.

After Idaho’s legislature passed the VCPA,
on April 4, 2023, Governor Brad Litt

signed it into law, effective January 2024.
Within weeks, the parents of two minors
who sought to transition challenged the
VCPA. Pam Poe was a ninth-grader born
male who identified as female since seventh-
grade. Sixteen-year-old senior Jane Doe was
born female but publicly identified as male,
starting in the fall of 2020.

Relying on the Fourteenth Amendment to
the United States Constitution, the
students alleged that the VCPA violated their
rights to equal protection. The parents
argued that the VCPA violated both their
rights to autonomy in raising their children
and their due process protections because it
failed to provide fair notice about its
requirements.

In Pam_Poe v. Labrador, a federal judge in
Idaho enjoined enforcement of the entire
VCPA. The Ninth Circuit, without
comment, denied Idaho’s request to stay the
trial court’s dictate. When Idaho officials
filed an emergency appeal with the Supreme
Court—mnot surprisingly, in light of its many
radical positions opposed to Christian
beliefs—the Federal Justice

Department submitted a brief supporting
the plaintiffs arguing the VCPA violated
their rights.

On April 16, 2024, a divided Supreme
Court limited the trial judge’s order in a
brief twelve-line judgment. The Court
allowed Idaho officials to enforce the VCPA
against all non-parties pending the
disposition of an appeal to the Ninth Circuit
and its own decision whether to hear a
subsequent challenge if one is filed.

Justice Kagan, with whom the emergency
appeal was filed in her capacity of
handling such cases for the Supreme Court,
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denied the request for the stay. Chief Justice
Roberts did not reveal how he voted.

Justice Gorsuch’s concurrence, joined by
Justices Alito and Thomas, criticized the
trial court for overreaching in enjoining the
entire VCPA. Justice Kavanaugh, joined by
Justice Barrett, agreed with Gorsuch that the
trial judge exceeded his authority but
focused on the nature of emergency appeals.
Justice Jackson, joined by Justice
Sotomayor, dissented because she thought
the Court should have allowed the litigation
below to play out before intervening.

Pam Poe v. Labrador is noteworthy for two
legal reasons.

First, in an issue beyond the scope of this
column, the Supreme Court warned federal
trial judges not to exceed the boundaries of
their authority in preventing states from
enacting duly adopted statutes.

Second, following rulings of

the Sixth and Eleventh Circuit upholding
similar laws in Tennessee and Alabama,
respectively, banning “affirming care” for
minors, an interesting situation is taking
shape. More specifically, if the Ninth Circuit
affirms its earlier order, it will create a “split
between” the Circuits such that the Supreme
Court is more likely to intervene to put all
states and Americans on an equal footing.

Moving beyond solely legal arguments are
questions about the role of legislatures,
courts, and parents. While “[t]he child is
not the mere creature of the State,”
controversies over transgender surgery and
treatments raise significant issues about the
relationship among parents, states, and the
courts.

Parents certainly remain the primary
caregivers of their minor children. Yet, what
oversight should states have in protecting
impressionable, likely immature, young
people and, for that matter, vulnerable

adults, from engaging in life-altering and
still largely experimental treatments? How
can individuals under eighteen who cannot
accept aspirin from school nurses, purchase
cigarettes, vote, or enter contracts agree to
submit to social pressures are, often with the
backing of their parents and medical
personnel, be encouraged to proceed with
“transitioning.”

It is unclear why it is urgent for young
people to undergo such significant changes
so quickly without pause, at least until
reaching adulthood, when they are free to
act independently and, hopefully, more
maturely. Why are parents not urging their
minor children to act cautiously? Perhaps
parents and their children need counseling
from non-advocacy groups before
proceeding. Of course, young people
experiencing gender dysphoria deserve
compassion and support in their struggles.
Still, patience should be in order

because most young people identifying as
transgender accept their biological
sexes by the time they reach adulthood.

Dignitas Infinitas, on human dignity,
promulgated on April 2, 2024, by the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith,
offers sound moral advice and perspective.
Amid predictable wailing and gnashing of
teeth from the so-called mainstream
media opposed to its guidance, Dignitas
Infinita presciently rejects both “gender-
affirming care” and “gender theory” as
grave violations of human dignity. It also
affirms Biblical teachings that because men
and women are biologically different, one
cannot become the other. Dignitas

Infinita adds that attempting to change one’s
sex “amounts to a concession to the age-old
temptation to make oneself God, entering
into competition with the true God of love
revealed to us in the Gospel.”

A final ironic issue concerns democracy.
Critics who seek to invalidate laws such as
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the VCPA, often as “threats to democracy,”
miss two related key points. First, as a
republic, not a democracy, Americans elect
representatives to enact laws and policies on
their behalf. Second, as a republic, voters
can replace politicians who fail to govern as
they wish. Thus, rather than work within the
democratic process they supposedly cherish,
critics resort to unelected federal judges—
even as Justice Thomas mused that the
Supreme Court “may have become the
most dangerous branch” because it can
override the will of voters.

What critics ignore is that the VCPA intends
to protect vulnerable minors. Yet, rather than

Charles J. Russo

caring about minors, the critics of the VCPA
and similar laws focus on imposing their
ideological goals at all costs. These critics
are indifferent to the well-being of youth
experiencing gender dysphoria as they
encourage minors to take medications and
undergo potentially dangerous procedures
subjecting themselves to irrevocable
changes they likely do not fully understand
in lieu of exercising caution by waiting until
they reach adulthood to act. Although the
Supreme Court largely upheld the VCPA,
stay tuned, as this and related battles are
sure to continue.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/07/a-turn-to-sanity-scotus-upholds-idaho-law-
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Court Backs Catholic School Sued by Teacher in Same-Sex Union Who Was
Denied Rehire

A federal appeals court dismissed a lawsuit
from an aggrieved substitute teacher who
was not rehired by a Catholic school after it
was revealed he had entered into a same-sex
union, violating the school’s moral code.

The ruling affirmed that religious schools

can hold employees to the moral teachings
of the Church.

“Religious groups have the freedom to
choose who carries out their religious
mission,” Luke Goodrich, a vice president
and senior counsel at Becket Law — the
group that represented the school in court
— said in a post on X.

“This ruling is a win for people of all faiths
who cherish the freedom to pass on their

faith to the next generation,” Goodrich
added.

Charlotte Catholic High School ended its
relationship with teacher Lonnie Billard in
2014 after he posted on Facebook that he
was engaged to another man and planned to
enter into a civil “marriage” with this man.
This violated the Church’s teachings about
marriage and sexual morality and put Billard
at odds with the school’s code of conduct,
which prohibits employees from engaging in
conduct contrary to the Catholic faith.

Billard had previously taught English and
drama full time but had become a substitute
teacher by 2014. He sued the school in 2017,
when the school stopped asking him to
work, claiming that the school engaged in
sex discrimination.

A federal court ruled in favor of Billard
back in 2021, but an appellate court
overturned that ruling on Wednesday and
found that the school was protected under

the First Amendment’s right to religious
freedom.

“Faith infused [the school’s] classes — and
not only the expressly religious ones,” the
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals wrote in_its
decision.

“Even as a teacher of English and drama,
Billard’s duties included conforming his
instruction to Christian thought and
providing a classroom environment
consistent with Catholicism,” the decision
read. “Billard may have been teaching
‘Romeo and Juliet,” but he was doing so
after consultation with religious teachers to
ensure that he was teaching through a faith-
based lens.”

In addressing discrimination laws, the court
found that the school is constitutionally
protected under the “ministerial exception”
in its hiring and firing decisions for that
position because the role requires the person
to minister the faith to students. The
exception, set by the United States Supreme
Court, exempts religious institutions from
certain discrimination laws in ministerial
roles when such laws would prevent them
from adhering to their mission of
ministering the faith.

“The ministerial exception protects religious
institutions in their dealings with individuals
who perform tasks so central to their
religious missions — even if the tasks
themselves do not advertise their religious
nature,” the court found.

“The ministerial exception remains just that
— an exception — and each case must be
judged on its own facts to determine
whether a ‘particular position’ falls within
the exception’s scope,” the court stated. “But
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when the exception does apply, it
unambiguously commands that [the courts]
‘stay out’ [of these decisions].”

Billard was represented by the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The ACLU
issued a statement criticizing the court’s
decision.

“This is a heartbreaking decision for our
client who wanted nothing more than the
freedom to perform his duties as an educator
without hiding who he is or who he

loves,” the statement read. “Every worker

Tyler Arnold

should be entitled to equal protection under
the law, and the Supreme Court held as
recently as 2020 that this fundamental
freedom extends to LGBTQ workers.”

Goodrich said in a post on X that the
court’s decision is in line with long-standing
precedent on religious freedom.

“The court’s ruling is consistent with a long
line of Supreme Court precedent upholding
the freedom of religious schools to select
teachers who uphold their faith,” he said.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/08/court-backs-catholic-school-sued-by-teacher-
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Why Science Is as Science Does — And Why It Matters

Before adding its oars to the galley of
today’s scientific consensus, the Church
should confirm we are rowing in the right
direction.

Science is a subject many people keep at
arm’s length. Perhaps they have little
interest in science. Or are uncomfortable
with a perceived conflict between science
and faith. Or maybe they have other
priorities. Yet, science exerts big impacts on
our lives, including our faith lives. Consider
when Mass attendance was suspended
because of the COVID-19 virus , Pope
Francis’ emphasis on climate change and the
environment, prominent scientists telling us
this is a God-less universe, and artificial
intelligence (Al) advancing at a breakneck
pace.

Science is at its best when it is disinterested
(no personal stake in an outcome),
experimental rather than practical, joyously
engaged, and when it questions.
Unfortunately, we have witnessed the effects
on policy and society when those qualities
are lacking. People are inclined to accept
what society tells them science has
concluded, even more so in the midst of a
crisis. To adopt different views, especially in
today’s interconnected world, can invite
ridicule, scorn, dismissal. Ironically,
thoughtfully challenging the consensus of
the scientific community has often led to
advancements in science.

Have scientists ever been perfectly
disinterested? No, yet physicist Paul Dirac
expounded theories that when first
proposed—the Dirac equation is considered
by many to be the most beautiful equation in
all of physics!—were considered to be
outrageous by contemporary titans of
physics. As to Dirac’s idea that the universe

consists of both normal matter and
antimatter (electrons and positrons as an
example), physicist Suzie Sheehy writes
in The Matter of Everything:

Austrian physicist Wolfgang Pauli, one of
the pioneers of quantum theory (the study of
the smallest things in the universe and their
influence on everything else), called it
‘nonsense’ and Neils Bohr was ‘completely
incredulous.” Werner Heisenberg, a German
theoretical physicist who created much of
quantum mechanics, including the
uncertainty principle, stated in 1928 that ‘the
saddest chapter of modern physics is and
remains the Dirac theory.’

The last thing a self-interested physicist
would have done is what Paul Dirac did.

Have scientists ever been perfectly
impractical? No, yet Ernest Rutherford,
called “the father of nuclear physics” and a
consummate experimenter, immersed
himself for years in identifying the structure
of the atom, work that enabled future
scientists and engineers to build all kinds of
things.

Have scientists ever been motivated purely
by the joy of the work? Hardly, yet Albert
Einstein and Marie Curie, at their best, came
close. How about questioning the
consensus? My graduate advisor presented
subtly flawed data about water or
wastewater and challenged his students to
identify why the data wasn’t reliable.
Getting called to the front of the class for a
Dr. Etzel inquisition on data reliability
wasn’t fun, but it taught us about the need to
question and verify before forging ahead
with a design.

Inherent in these qualities—disinterest,
experiment, the joy of the work, and




questioning—is that science, as with every
other human pursuit, has its area of
competence, just as the areas of a circle,
triangle, and rectangle are defined by unique
equations. While the area of a small triangle
may be encompassed by a larger circle
(geometry within the broader field of
mathematics, for example), nothing outside
the area of a geometrical shape can be
encompassed by it.

Thus, when scientists, no matter how
prominent or popular, pontificate on policy,
politics, philosophy, religion, they are
ranging outside their area of competence and
have no more authority than anyone else.

During COVID-19’s darkest days,
prominent scientists and policymakers
insisted the only reasonable explanation for
the virus’ origin was a naturally occurring
agent, such as a bat. Behind the scenes,
however, we have since learned that those
prominent scientists weren’t so sure. In the
early pandemic years, scientists who
challenged the prevailing conclusion, the
natural agent conclusion, were ridiculed or
sidelined. Today, many organizations and
institutions believe the most likely
explanation for the origin of the COVID-19
virus was sloppy experimentation at the
Wuhan, China lab. Though we cannot say
for sure—and, therefore, should not—
prominent scientists, policymakers, and the
media should not have shut down debate on
this subject because actions and responses
ought to rely on what we learn from events.
Thus, disinterested science also suffered
during those tragic years.

Earth’s water quality, air quality, and
habitats, once front and center in our
environmental consciousness, have been
swallowed up by climate change. In the
meantime, evidence demonstrates that in
nations with public engagement and citizen
empowerment, water, air, and habitats have
improved by leaps and bounds—the Great

Lakes, Detroit River; Thames, Rhine, and
Seine rivers in Europe. Smog over Los
Angeles is next to nothing in comparison to
the 1960s. In 1932, author Stuart Palmer
wrote, “He rubbed his eyes, half-blinded by
the thick falling flakes of sooty precipitate
that passes for snow in Manhattan.” Not
anymore.

Why, then, so many warnings about “toxic
chemicals” in our drinking water or the
Great Lakes? Because we can now detect
these chemicals at amounts a million or a
billion times less than in the 1960s and 70s;
detection alone no longer signifies danger.
Today, detection of a pollutant requires
confirmation of the amount, which then
requires context—the amount in relation to
harmful amounts. Noteworthy evidence of
this drastic improvement in water quality is
the number of sensitive species that have
returned to the Detroit River and many other
waterways where people are engaged and
empowered.

To read or hear the great majority of
perspectives on the universe, one would
think that science has disproved the
existence of a Creator, when most of what
physics has learned about the origin and
stability of the universe in the 20th century
suggests that a universe conducive to stars,
and planets with life, was extremely unlikely
in comparison to unstable outcomes. New
Proofs for the Existence of God:
Contributions from Contemporary Physics
and Philosophy, by Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, SJ,
describes why our universe was so unlikely
to exist. Not only should we ask why this
universe began in the first place, but also
why a universe stable enough to produce
stars, planets, and life—on one planet at
least—proceeded from the initiating event.

While 20th- and 21st-century physics hasn’t
demonstrated the existence of a Creator—
thus, the necessity for an informed faith—
one could say that never in history has
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scientific evidence more strongly pointed

to a Creator, to the extent that many
physicists now seek to explain our extremely
low-probability-universe by postulating an
infinite number of universes (the multiverse)
to explain our own unlikely universe.

Artificial intelligence is here and now, and
Al will be “generative,” that is, capable of
generating convincing text, videos, “news”,
using a mass of deep-learning models, in
every field, in the not-too-distant future. Too
many today still believe Al is a novelty—not
so. In a recent article in The Wall Street
Journal, titled “This AI Expert Advises the
White House, Google, JPMorgan, and
Corporate America,” Christopher Mims
states: “(Ethan) Mollick (professor at
University of Pennsylvania Wharton School)
is generally upbeat about the future of Al—a
self-described ‘rational optimist.” He’s
insistent that now is the time for people in
every field to engage deeply with it, while
they still have the power to shape the
nascent general-purpose technology that will
someday affect every aspect of our society.

In the article, Ethan Mollick says, “There is
not a single large-scale general purpose
technology that does not have upsides and
downsides, and part of my message has been
that we have agency (opportunity) right
now, to call certain things out as being
bad... And we need to be doing that.” A bad

Thomas M. Doran

thing would include justifying any decision
or action, no matter how inhuman, by
ascribing it to “authoritative” Al, thereby
relieving people of culpability for the
outcome.

As necessary as it was for the Church to
engage Rome in the first century; as
necessary as it was for the Church to engage
emperors, kings, and chiefs in the Middle
Ages; as necessary as it was for the Church
to engage ideologies that sought to replace
Christianity in recent centuries, today’s
Church should engage science in a manner
that is respectful and encouraging of
scientific inquiry, while challenging
“science” that purports to possess more
knowledge and authority than warranted by
the evidence.

When anyone, including scientists, conclude
that truth and beauty are solely in the
subjective eye of the beholder, such a
conviction is likely to affect their work.
Robust debates and referencing ethical
guardrails, about what science knows,
knows imperfectly, and doesn’t know—
about subjects such as the COVID-19 virus,
climate change and the environment, the
universe, Al, and many other subjects—is
the essence of true science. Before adding its
oars to the galley of today’s scientific
consensus, the Church should confirm we
are rowing in the right direction.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/05/05/why-science-is-as-science-does-and-why-it-

matters/
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Catholic Education in Ireland: Is It a Choice Between Divestment or Falling
Off a CIiff?

Catholic education in Ireland risks falling
off a demographic cliff with the numbers of
teachers in Catholic schools professing
adherence to the faith projected to decline
rapidly, according to an in-depth survey of
Catholic education in Ireland that was
recently released.

Conducted by Global Researchers
Advancing Catholic Education (GRACE),
an international research-based partnership
between academics in universities and
Catholic education bodies in Ireland,
Australia, the US and the UK, the six-part
report — titled “Identity and Ethos in
Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools in
Ireland, Exploring the Attitudes and
Behaviours of Stakeholders” — raises very
practical questions and suggests practical
solutions to strengthen Catholic education.

However, the public reception of the report
seems to propose only either/or solutions —
fewer schools or a diluted Catholic
education. It is clear that the dilution of the
Catholic education has been happening in
Ireland both through omission by school
patrons, but also the increasingly
authoritarian push by the Ministry of
Education to provide value-neutral, factual
and evidenced-based education in areas of
social and moral formation, undermining the
freedom and ability of the schools to fully
embrace their ethos and promote the Gospel
as Catholic schools do in other countries.

For years, Catholic Church in Ireland has
come under significant pressure from
activist interest groups to divest or
relinquish patronage of an undefined
number of the schools which it has set up
and run over decades — and in some cases
centuries. Based on the results of the survey,

there is an argument that divestment is the
most pragmatic, if not only, response to
changing demographics and growing
secularisation in order to retain a semblance
of a genuine faith-based education for some,
avoiding a compromised version for all that
is diluted by external pressures and internal
inability.

There is a increasing risk that families will
be left with schools that have been divested
to secular or humanist patrons, while at the
same time discarding the Catholic heritage,
blood, sweat, tears and years, that went into
the establishment and running of the schools
over many decades.

While the report offers some reassurance
that there is evidence of a nurturing of
Catholic identity and ethos in schools at
present, with school principles, patrons and
teachers over the age of 50 believing in God,
practicing the faith and going to Mass
regularly. But looking at the younger
demographic coming through the ranks, it is
likely that in the next 15 years this will drop
off considerably — with a subsequent knock-
on impact on the delivery of a Catholic
education for children and young people.

At primary level, 89 per cent of all schools
in Ireland have the Catholic Church as their
patron, and the local bishop holds ultimate
responsibility though “delegates some of his
responsibility to the Board of Management
(BoM) which is accountable to him”. At
secondary level, 50 per cent of schools are
under some form of Catholic patronage and
the governance is slightly more complex:
patronage and trusteeship rests principally
with religious congregations and their trust
organisations, or just with the latter, of
which there are several.




At the superficial level, the figures presented
in the report are somewhat comforting — the
present will look after itself. Given the
extent of secularisation in Ireland in recent
years, Catholic school stakeholders appear
to retain a high-level of religiousness
relative to the general narrative around
religion in the country which is ambivalent
at best but often hostile and coming from
influential circles.

Due to the ubiquity of Catholic trusteeship
of schools, and the fact that they are
publicly-funded and implicitly viewed as a
public good, most in the general Irish
population do not consider their schools to
be explicitly Catholic. Catholic patronage
seems primarily an issue for competing
patronages, humanist/atheist interest groups,
and antagonistic media and politicians. The
majority of parents at local level express no
desire for relinquishing patronage — or
divestment, as it is colloquially named.

For someone outside Ireland, it would be
expected that Catholic school stakeholders
would be assumed to have a Catholic
identity. In Ireland this is not the case. It
would be rare that the Catholic identity of
any school stakeholder — aside from the
Chaplain — would be given much, if any,
public interrogation. If anything, being “too
Catholic” would be more of an issue than
the opposite. For that reason, it may be
surprising for many in Ireland to read that
almost 98 per cent of principals, deputy
principals, and religious education teachers
and 88 per cent of teaching staff consider
themselves Roman Catholic and 86 per cent
say they believe in God, according to the
GRACE report.

In 15 years’ time, school leadership will
come almost entirely from those who are
currently under 50 years of age today.
Religious adherence amongst teachers drops
from 63 per cent for the over 50s to 41 per
cent amongst the younger cohort. Of

significant concern should be amongst those
specifically tasked with religious formation:
the proportion of RE teachers who attend
religious services drops from 74 per cent to
38 per cent when comparing the over and
under 50s, respectively.

Is it possible that in the future, the majority
of Catholic schools will be led by people
with no commitment to the faith? The report
indicates that despite the general, current
high-level of support and goodwill for the
Catholic ethos within schools, this will
decline in the coming years without
constructive and active engagement. But the
question remains: engagement from where?

Much of the narrative upon the report’s
release focused on the comments of one of
the authors that the Catholic Church needs
to speed up divestment of its schools in
order to be able to properly resource a
manageable number of schools. “If we don’t
act now, we’re going to be pushed by
demographic change,” Professor Eugene
Duffy of Mary Immaculate College told The
Irish Catholic, citing the declining
commitment to Catholicism across the
generations.

While divestment, and thus reducing the
numbers of schools may seem a manageable
— and somewhat convenient option — in
order to protect the Catholic ethos in the
face of what the authors correctly describe
as “a milieu that is increasingly secular and,
at times, can be hostile to Catholicism in
Ireland’s schools”, it risks further failing
children and parents who desire and deserve
a Catholic education.

The tension between the State and the
Church over education is partly a hangover
from the historical fact that education has
been provided through trusteeships that the
Catholic (and Protestant) Church fulfilled
when the State was absent or unable to step
up to the plate, either under anti-Catholic
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rule from the UK or a post-colonial weak
state without the resources or structure to
establish a functioning public education
system.

Over time, an increasing dependence on
funding from the State arose, as it developed
its tax-base and school funding moved from
the local level to the national. This meant
that, even if not expressed overtly, a
financial pressure to align with the zeitgeist
began to be felt. He who pays the piper, calls
the tune, after all. From the 1980s onwards,
the zeitgeist changed from Catholicism to
secular humanism in Ireland, with the
change gaining pace each passing decade.

With an increasingly zealous and ideological
government pressuring schools to essentially
act as agents of a State education through
curriculum reform in areas that are intrinsic
to the schools identity (especially
relationship and sexuality education),
Catholic patronage is rapidly being pushed

to the decision point that the authors of the
report recommend: divestment or dilution.

But it does not have to be this way. One of
the most striking comments in the report
highlights both a cause for concern and for
optimism: “If the interest of the patrons is as
low as this survey suggests, it is hard to
expect that Boards of Management or others
in leadership roles will be motivated to
attend to ethos issues to any significant
extent. It is remarkable, however, that so
much good work is done despite this apathy
on the part of patrons.”

Dualta Roughneen

It would be a pity if the report is used as an
instrument that hastens the push for
divestment, rather than putting in place an
action plan to build on the good work that
has endured despite the social and
demographic change that may be a cause of
the patron apathy.

The report presents a list of
recommendations for structural
improvements that can sustain the good
work. Divestment will not arrest the
religious-related demographic cliff that is
coming and reflected in the Census data that
shows that between 2011 and 2022 the
percentage of 25-35 year olds identifying as
practicing Catholics has fallen from 80 per
cent to under 5 per cent.

The argument remains as to whether the
solution of fewer yet more authentic
Catholic schools will turn the tide and arrest
the decline, or if the best outcome will be
achieved through protecting and
strengthening the current level of Catholic
education.

Pessimists tend to prefer the former and
hopeless optimists the latter. The best
solution may be somewhere in the middle.
Or it may be the worst. Experience in
Ireland shows that no matter what the
Church does to appease the secular State, it
is never enough, and the bread that has been
shared and eaten is quickly forgotten.

https://catholicherald.co.uk/catholic-education-in-ireland-is-it-a-choice-between-divestment-or-

falling-off-a-cliff/
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Raise Resilient Kids with The Rolling Stones and Aquinas

The Stones' "You Can't Always Get What You Want" somehow echoes Aquinas' wisdom. Patience and
fortitude help kids learn delayed gratification and resilience.

The Rolling Stones might not be the first
band that comes to mind when considering
Catholic values. And still, their iconic lyric
“You can 't always get what you want”
resonates deeply with the Catholic tradition
and, even more specifically, with some of
the teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas.

Aquinas, a pillar of both medieval and
contemporary Catholic theology,
emphasizes the virtues of patience,
longanimity, and fortitude -- all essential
in raising grateful and resilient children in a
world brimming with instant gratification.

Patience

Patience, as Aquinas describes it, is the
ability to endure hardship without
succumbing to anger or resentment. Imagine
(or just remember!) a child throwing a
tantrum because they can’t have that new
toy, or because she wanted pasta and not
veggie cakes for supper. A patient parent
will listen calmly, explain limitations, and
offer alternatives (as in “Well, I guess we
can add some parmigiano to your veggie
cake, right?”).

This fosters an understanding that desires
don’t always translate to instant
fulfillment, which is a crucial lesson for
navigating life’s inevitable disappointments.

Longanimity

Closely linked to patience is longanimity,
which is the perseverance one needs for
long-term goals. Many parents would love
for their children to appreciate the value of
hard work. One way to help them earn
desired objects through chores or good
grades is to teach them the power of

delayed gratification: baking cookies
together, keeping a garden, or just making
plans together for the coming summer might
be good ways to help them understand that
they “can’t always get what they want” right
here and now: some things take time.

Aquinas’ notion of longanimity suggests
that true satisfaction comes from striving
and achieving, not simply receiving.

Fortitude

Finally, fortitude allows us to face
challenges with courage and determination.
A child who never gets a “no” for an answer
will find it challenging to cope with
setbacks. Not letting your children always
get what they want is indeed an act of love
and care. Aquinas emphasizes the
importance of fortitude in overcoming
difficulties.

By allowing children to experience
disappointment (always in small,
manageable, charitable doses) we can help
them develop the emotional strength to
bounce back from future obstacles.

Putting virtues into practice

So, how can we incorporate these values
into our parenting? Here are a few practical
tips:

1. Try to embrace delayed gratification. It
can be tempting to buy everything your
child wants, but it’s important to resist the
urge. Instead, encourage them to save up for
special treats, teaching them the value of
delayed gratification.

2. Instead of showering children with
material possessions, consider prioritizing
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https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aquinas/
https://aleteia.org/2024/04/11/aquinas-and-the-timeless-art-of-raising-virtuous-children/

experiences such as family outings, sports,
and other activities. This can foster a sense
of gratitude for what they already have. If a
child becomes upset when a request is
denied, it might be helpful to have a plan in
place for how to handle this. This can help
them understand that their actions have
consequences.

3. It’s important to remember that raising
grateful and resilient children doesn’t mean

Daniel Esparza

depriving them of joy. It’s about helping
them develop the inner strength to navigate
life’s inevitable challenges. By incorporating
the wisdom of Aquinas and embracing the
core spirit of “’You can’t always get what
you want,” we can help children develop the
skills they need to be content, capable, and
ultimately, prepared to thrive in an ever-
changing (and oftentimes hard) world.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/04/raise-resilient-kids-with-the-rolling-stones-and-aquinas
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New Tennessee Law Requires Fetal Development Video in School

Students in counties that offer the Family
Life curriculum will be required to watch a
3-minute video that shows how babies grow
in the womb.

Anew Tennessee state law will require
school children to watch a three-minute
video that shows the development of a baby
from conception. The law, which was signed
by Governor Bill Lee in April, will extend to
most Tennessee counties as part of the
Family Life curriculum.

The Tennessean reports that the videos
presented to students can be animated,
computer generated, or video taken via high
definition ultrasound. An example of a
suitable video is one developed by the pro-
life organization Live Action, titled Meet
Baby Olivia, which is featured above. While
it is not required to show this particular
video, it meets all the requirements of the
law, and is even the source of the name of
the legislation: the Baby Olivia Act.

The video follows the development of a
baby from the moment of fertilization until
the child is ready to be born. Each stage of
development is beautifully and
professionally animated, while a narrator
explains what the baby is experiencing,

J-P Mauro

such as the development of bones, fingers,
toes, sight, and even the capacity to play.
According to Live Action, the video was
reviewed by accredited medical
professionals, who have said the content is
correct.

Live Action wrote in the video’s description:

“With scientific accuracy, this video depicts
the moment human life begins and beyond
to show the humanity of preborn children
throughout each stage of human
development... From a single-celled human
to a baby with a beating heart, brainwaves,
fingers, and toes, Olivia shows the
remarkable beauty of a unique life within
the womb.”

The Tennessean notes that the video will not
be required viewing in all Tennessee
counties, because the Family Life
curriculum is only offered in counties
where teen pregnancy rate “exceeds 19.5
per 1,000 females between the ages of 15
and 19.” While not every student in the
state will see the video in school, a great
many will, as it is estimated that 78 of
Tennessee’s 95 counties do in fact exceed
this rate in teen pregnancy.

https://aleteia.org/2024/05/05/new-tennessee-law-requires-fetal-development-video-in-school
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12 Perfect Picks for Your Catholic Movie Club

If you're Catholic and a film buff, then we suggest adding these entertaining and inspiring films to your
"Must Watch" list!

When we were newly married, my husband
and I hosted a monthly film club. Friends
would squeeze into our tiny Chicago
apartment and enjoy a great movie followed
by snacks, drinks, and conversation. It was a
lot of fun for a bunch of amateur film buffs.

These days, our evenings are consumed with
lullabies and bedtime routines instead of
classic films. But someday I hope we can
start up a film club again. For now, I’ll
have to content myself with telling you the
movies I would pick if I were starting a
film club again.

Just a note that some of these movies show
actions that are not in line with Catholic
teachings. Film club is an opportunity for
thinking about and discussing great films,
although there is a lot to learn about faith
from each of these picks.

For more film ideas, check out this list
of Top 100 Pro-Catholic Movies. Happy
watching!

The Mission

This movie about the experiences of a Jesuit
missionary in 18th-century South America
offers so much to discuss and will stay with
you for a long time after you’ve watched it.

A Man for All Seasons

This dramatization of the final years of St.
Thomas More is an enduring classic by any
measure.

Of Gods and Men

A group of Trappist monks living near an
impoverished Algerian village must decide
whether to leave or stay when terrorists
threaten their community. This unforgettable

movie 1s “that almost unheard-of film that
you do not judge — it judges you.”

Sophie Scholl — The Final Days

This film tells the story of Sophie Scholl, a
university student who heroically resisted
the Nazi regime. Focusing on her arrest and
trial, this movie helps us get to know a
young woman of extraordinary courage and
goodness.

A Hidden Life

Really, all of Terrence Malick’s recent films
should be on this list, but let’s put down this
one as a representative of them all. It’s the
true story of an Austrian farmer, Franz
Jagerstitter, who faced the threat of
execution for refusing to fight for the Nazis
during World War II. Malick’s films have a
breathtaking contemplative quality that

can teach Christian meditation.

Father Stu

This hit film tells the true story of a boxer
turned Catholic priest. (And here’s

our exclusive interview with the film's lead
actor and director Mark Wahlberg!)

Monsieur Vincent

The true story of St. Vincent de Paul “is
a towering achievement among the world’s
great spiritual cinema.”

The Keys of the Kingdom

This 1944 film shows the unsung but quietly
noble work of a Scottish missionary to
China



https://www.ncregister.com/info/top-100-pro-catholic-movies
http://decentfilms.com/reviews/ofgodsandmen
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The Scarlet and the Black

Based on a true story, this gripping film
follows Vatican Monsignor Hugh
O'Flaherty, who defied a Nazi colonel to
hide thousands of escaped prisoners-of-war
in occupied Rome.

The Shoes of the Fisherman

This movie, which eerily foreshadows the
election of St. John Paul II to the papacy,
raises fascinating questions about the role of
the pope and bishops in the Church and of
the Church in the world.

Theresa Civantos Barber

I Confess

What would happen if the seal of the
confessional was put to the ultimate test?
That’s the premise of this gripping film
about a Catholic priest who is accused
falsely of murder after the true murderer
confesses to him.

Letters to Father Jacob

This film tells the story of an ex-convict
who works for a blind pastor who answers
letters from the needy. It’s “quietly
redemptive,” “a story of faith expressed with

simple grace and the small deeds of a
pardoned sinner still searching for
forgiveness.”

https://aleteia.ore/2022/05/08/12-perfect-picks-for-your-catholic-movie-club
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