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A Word from Our Editor
Advice for Next Year!

Living Advent and Celebrating Christmas in a Secularized, Materialistic Society

Here are some thoughts on how a Catholic school community (faculty, students and parents) can
experience a spiritually fulfilling Advent and Christmas in the secularized and materialistic
society we inhabit, with the goal of a truly joyful Christian Christmas.

When the average Catholic is asked about the meaning of Advent, he generally says it is
concerned with the coming of Jesus as the Babe of Bethlehem, and he is correct, but only one-
third so. What do I mean?

Traditionally, Advent directs our attention to three comings of Christ: The first half of the season
looks toward His glorious Second Advent as Judge of the Universe, ushering in the Kingdom of
His Father in all its fullness, while the second half is focused on His historical coming in the
mystery of the Incarnation.

There is another coming, however, which we expect — one which links the other two — and that is
His coming among us through the Church’s sacraments. In other words, as we look back on His
coming as Man and look forward to His coming as Judge, we experience His presence in veiled
and sacramental ways. The sacraments prolong or continue His Incarnation, making available to
us the benefits of that saving event and giving us the strength we need to look forward to His
final appearance with joy and confidence, rather than fear and trembling.

With the total destruction of Advent and the near-total destruction of Christmas due to their
commercialization over the past forty years or more, it might be helpful to offer some
suggestions on how to re-capture a proper celebration of the Advent-Christmas cycle of the
Church’s year. Let us try to make the most of it.

Use Advent well and wisely. That means spiritual preparation. If you cannot attend daily Mass,
at least meditate on the Scripture readings assigned to the Masses of the season. My Advent
Meditations: Helps to “Wait in Joyful Hope” (Newman House Press) would be of some value as
prayer-starters for the school as a whole for morning prayers or in individual classes. Since the
Church’s “particular voice” for the season is Isaiah, try to read a chapter a day of that prophetic
book. Make friends with the key figures of the season: John the Baptist and his parents for the
first half; Our Lady and St. Joseph for the second half. Having lived the first Advent two
millennia ago, they can provide us with valuable examples for us who seek to do so today.

No Christmas parties during Advent. The first battle I always had to wage in taking over a
new parish was my adamant refusal to allow Christmas parties during Advent. Parish societies
were uniformly annoyed by the ban and routinely complained that “everyone has their Christmas
parties before Christmas; no one has them after!” To which, I routinely replied: “Then everyone
will come to yours since there will be no competition!”




There is, however, a more fundamental rationale, namely, that there is still a quasi-penitential
character to Advent as a time of preparation, first of all, for the Final Judgment and then for the
coming of the Christ Child. Both demand self-examination, self-denial, and penance (hence, the
need for a good pre-Christmas visit to the confessional). The Church signals this attitude with
purple vestments and abstaining from the Gloria (except for feasts and solemnities).
Furthermore, there has always been a Catholic intuition that feasting ought to be preceded by
fasting; in fact, the feasting takes on its deepest meaning only when preceded by fasting. Any
partying can rightly be done for: St. Nicholas Day, with its delightful traditions for children
(December 6); the Immaculate Conception, our national patroness (December 8); Our Lady of
Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas and so dear to our Mexican brothers and sisters in the
Faith (December 12). Operating in this manner holds to a proper liturgical spirit, which
demonstrates that we Catholics march to the beat of a different drummer.

Bring Advent into your home, the domestic church. For years now, the Advent wreath has
become rather common in Christian homes. Make the construction of the wreath a genuine
spiritual and family activity. Use it on the dinner table or the coffee table as a focal point for
family prayer during the season. Introduce the Jesse Tree and keep an Advent calendar,
especially if there are little children in the family, capitalizing on their keen sense of anticipation
— areal virtue and asset in one’s ability to celebrate Advent properly.

Advocate for a return of Christ to Christmas in the public arena. That can entail many
different and creative possibilities. During my years of work for the Catholic League for
Religious and Civil Rights, I was perhaps proudest of getting a nativity scene displayed in New
York’s Central Park for the first time in history. To paraphrase Frank Sinatra’s song, “If it can
happen there, it can happen anywhere!” If it’s too late to lobby for such a display on public
property this year, at least put one up on your own property and surely encourage your parish
priest to have one in front of the church, if that has not heretofore been the case. Make sure that
local retail stores are selling nativity scenes and religious Christmas cards; if they’re not
available, ask the manager why not. Return any “Happy Holiday” greetings with “Merry
Christmas,” following the lead of that very successful campaign of the Knights of Columbus in
the 1950s to “put Christ back into Christmas.”

Decorate at the right time. Don’t follow the example of Madison Avenue with the absurdity of
putting up Christmas decorations right after Halloween or just before Thanksgiving. Again, let’s
remember: They are Christmas decorations, not Advent decorations. And so, I always suggest
doing both outdoor decorations and the Christmas tree the first night of the “O Antiphons.” And
what are they? Glad you asked!

Beginning on December 17, in proximate preparation for the Lord’s historical coming at
Bethlehem, the Church has recourse to wonderful biblical prophecies which describe the coming
Messiah as Wisdom, Adonai, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Dawn from on High, King, and
Emmanuel. These titles are incorporated into antiphons used to frame Mary’s Magnificat during
the praying of Vespers in the week leading up to Christmas. (The O Antiphons pamphlet from
New Hope Publications is helpful in meditating on these titles.) Everyone should recognize them
as the titles for the verses of the old-time Advent favorite, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.




And speaking of hymns, no Christmas carols until Christmas! We are most fortunate to have a
panoply of beautiful Advent hymns in the English language. Did you ever notice how you can’t
find a radio station playing a Christmas carol after 5 p.m. on Christmas Day? No wonder — since
they’ve been playing them since Thanksgiving.

Encourage and support religious entertainment for the Advent/Christmas cycle. If your
community sponsors a performance of Handel’s Messiah, make sure you’re there for it; if it
doesn’t, ask why there isn’t one. Approach your parish music director to put on a service of
Lessons and Carols on the Fourth Sunday of Advent; it would even make a great ecumenical
celebration, especially with Lutherans and Episcopalians.

Make the necessary Christmas preparations holy. We Catholics are not dour Puritans or
Scrooges, who shun a genuine Christmas spirit; nor should we do “Christmas things” grudgingly.
Shopping for gifts for family and friends should be done happily. Let’s remember that we give
gifts at Christmas in imitation of our Heavenly Father, who began the whole process by giving us
the inestimable gift of His Only Son.

While generosity is called for, extravagance is not. Give religious gifts like spiritual books,
subscriptions to reliable Catholic periodicals, Christian art for home decoration, as well as
spiritual bouquets. When family members ask you what you want, don’t be afraid to ask for
something that really matters to you, like suggesting that your fallen-away son or daughter make
a long-overdue confession before Christmas and get back on track with their life in Christ’s
Church. When writing Christmas cards (or email versions of them), make a point of praying for
the people to whom you are writing.

And remember the poor, not with perfunctory or token gifts, but gifts imbued with a true
sacrificial dimension. So much of popular Christmas lore brings to mind the poverty of the
Christ-Child, born in a stable. A lovely French carol, Jésus-Christ s habille en pauvres (Jesus
Christ comes in the guise of the poor), recounts how a poor family share their humble Christmas
dinner with someone who is even poorer than they, finally to discover that their Guest was none
other than the Lord Himself (the haunting melody of that carol comes into English hymnody as
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence).

Make the Sacred Liturgy the high point of your Christmas celebration. All too often of late,
even practicing Catholics have developed the unseemly habit of “squeezing” Holy Mass into a
convenient slot amid the other observances of the day. How many priests bemoan the fact that
the vigil Masses of Christmas at four and five in the afternoon are jammed, while the Midnight
Mass (if one is even scheduled) and the morning Masses are depressingly empty! Of course, this
is a pastoral challenge for parish priests, who ought not conform to demands for Masses of
convenience, which have the effect of voiding the feast of its centrality and significance. Only
when Holy Mass is honored, do the other aspects of the day have any real meaning; indeed, then
the opening of presents, the visiting of friends, the Christmas banquet all become ““sacraments”
of the Sacrament. Nor should we forget that for us Catholics, Christmas happens every day as the
great mystery of the Incarnation is re-presented as Emmanuel once more “pitches His tent among

2

us.
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Keep Christmas alive for the duration of the liturgical season. The Christmas season ends
with the feast of the Lord’s Baptism. So, keep up the tree and outdoor decorations until then;
don’t stop singing those Christmas carols until then; and have all the Christmas parties you want
then (be sure to have a really big splash for the Solemnity of the Epiphany). Undoubtedly, not a
few friends or neighbors will ask you why you’re behaving in that way, which will give you an
opportunity to catechize or evangelize on the meaning of the feast.

Some of you are probably asking yourselves why I would devote so much energy to this
discussion. Well, let me confess that I really love Advent and Christmas. And, oh yes,
transparency and full disclosure require me to admit that Christmas is my birthday, so there’s a
bit of an ulterior motive. A much more pressing reason exists, though, and it is this: Trying to
return our society to a Christian appreciation of Christmas may seem like trying to turn around a
Mack truck on a single-lane highway, but it is do-able and worth trying to do because it can be
the first sally in the much-needed effort to return our nation to its religious and Christian roots.
Such an effort would gladden the Heart of the Christ-Child.

Rev. Peter M.J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D
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Classical Catholic Grammar School Launches in Harlem

A group of religious sisters has launched the
only classical Catholic elementary school in
New York City’s Harlem, designed to meet
the needs of the city’s low-income families.

Saint John Paul the Great

Academy serves its students through its
scholarship program while offering high-
quality classical Catholic education. The
school is managed by an order of religious
sisters focused on evangelization: the
Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of
Matara, known as the “Servidoras.”

While New York state public schools rank in
the top 10 in the nation, less than half of
third through eighth graders are proficient in
reading, while only about 53% are proficient
in math, according to a 2024 report.

A little more than 70% of students in the
New York City public school district are
economically disadvantaged, according

to data from the district from the 2023-2024
school year, meaning private education is
less accessible for families.

“We try to take up the torch of the way that
Catholic education has been doing for
centuries,” Sister Mary Mother of Truth
Westermeyer, a Servidora and principal of
Saint John Paul the Great Academy, told
CNA. “And that includes the formation of
the entire person.”

A community effort

The only Catholic liberal arts elementary
school in the five boroughs of New York
City, Saint John Paul the Great Academy
was largely a “community effort,” with
families pitching in to help prepare the

learning spaces. The academy began this
year with a humble 11 students in grades
kindergarten, first, and second grade, but
Sister Truth said the school has plans to add
grades as the students grow, ultimately
looking to be a K—8.

The sisters tag-teamed with families to help
get the school in shape for its inaugural
school year.

“We’ve experienced a really festive
environment of joy — a family spirit,” Sister
Truth said, noting that it is important to
involve the family in education.

The academy has plans for a monthly
“family night” intended to “to give a
formation point to the parents to help
support them in their vocation to educate
their children as primary [educators],” she
explained.

At the first family night, the students
participated in a procession around campus,

which Sister Truth called “a moment of joy
with the kids.”

“They had a little procession with John Paul
II [and] Our Lady around the campus and
prayed the rosary together,” she recalled.

Teacher Jennifer Rodriguez also highlighted
the community at the academy. She told
CNA that she values “the wonderful
community we have created together in
these couple of months.”

Rodriquez added that the school was “not
just a place for learning; it is a welcoming
environment filled with the love of Christ
and a commitment to nurturing our
families.”
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https://www.totustuus.academy/
https://www.totustuus.academy/
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/reports/doe-data-at-a-glance#:~:text=16.3%20percent%20of%20students%20were,charter%20schools%20in%202023-24.

“When you walk through our doors, you can
sense the warmth and encouragement that
surrounds us all,” Rodriguez continued. “It
brings me joy to see our students and their
families excited to be here. We are touched
by the many small yet profound ways God
influences our lives and the lives of our
families.”

When asked why a Catholic liberal arts
education was important to her, one parent,
Sylvia Ramirez, said: “It is important
because I realize that not all schools care
about the well-being of the children
academically, spiritually, and morally.”

“The community is very welcoming and
respectful and compassionate,” Ramirez
added. “What inspired me to choose the
academy is the education they give the
children, which develops in the children
values and concern for others.”

Jesus, day to day

Sister Truth said that each day of the week, a
member of the staff shares a reflection on a
theme relating to the Catholic faith, ranging
from Mary and the saints to virtue and the
Mass.

“Jesus is our companion throughout the
whole day,” Sister Truth said. “But I hope
you understand what I mean. It doesn’t have
to be weird; it has to be natural because our
coexistence with him as our friend and our
guide needs to be imbibed from a very
young age.”

The sisters take inspiration from St. John
Bosco, who worked with orphaned boys.
They model some of their practices on his
style and approach.

Bosco had a “good night” spiritual practice
for the boys who were staying at the
orphanage.

“He would stress some virtue or some habit
that needed to be formed in the boys or
something that he noticed during the day
that needed to be corrected,” Sister Truth
explained. “So each one of the staff
members — because we’re five — we each
have a day of the week where we give a
‘good morning’ to help them focus on
something.”

It’s important, Sister Truth added, to “share
your expectations” with both students and
parents.

“We use the preventative system of St. John
Bosco,” Sister Truth said. “We make our
goals known, and then we remind the kids
over and over again that we want to be good
Christians and good citizens.”

Another teacher, Molly Jensen, told CNA
that the children at the academy “are so
eager to learn” and to “know the Lord.”

“We learn about the different disciplines, but
in each of those, both the students and
myself get to learn more about Jesus,”
Jensen said. “With the classical curriculum,
it allows for us to form the whole person and
not just their intellect.”

“There is a great freedom when education is
rooted in Christ and the sacraments that
allows the children to truly love learning and
want to come to school every day,” she
continued.

When asked what inspires her to teach at the
academy, Jensen explained that it was all
about Christ.

“What inspires me to work at Saint John
Paul the Great Academy is Christ’s perfect
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love and my love of Christ and the deep
desire to lead all souls closer to him,” she
said. “Every day I get to lead these children
closer to Jesus and in turn, they are leading
their families closer to him.”

“The children, with their great joy and
wonder, show me every day what it is to
have childlike faith and love Jesus without
reserve!” she added.

Scholarship development

Both the sisters as well as families at the
school are pooling their resources in the first
year, helping with construction, cleaning,
and other necessities. Sister Truth said it has
required the staff to “think outside the box
with a lot of faith.” The school is currently
working with the Children’s Scholarships
Fund but is looking for additional partners to
sponsor students.

“Thus far, the sisters have been seeking
those benefactors who want to sponsor a
child’s education here in Harlem, and that’s
how we’ve been able to assure our
employees that they’re going to have their
paycheck and they’re going to have their
benefits,” Sister Truth said. “But we have to

Kate Quinones

think outside the box with a lot of faith to
make something like this work.”

Sister Truth said that families help out in
ways that they can, whether they are trade
workers who can help with construction
projects or can volunteer for the weekly
schedule to help with cleaning. She noted
that it would be easy for families to simply
send their kids to New York public schools,
“but these families are really fighting” to
have their kids attend the academy.

“Our hope is that we never lose the buy-in
from the family,” she said.

“We’re all very convinced by God’s hand in
this project,” Sister Truth noted. “There have
already been students coming to visit, and
[we’ve] only been in session for six weeks
for the next year.”

Sister Truth plans to go forward with “lots of
grit and lots of prayer.”

“We know that God is calling, and we want
to respond, and people are not surprised
anymore when they see him come through
because we know him, and we see his
goodness palpably every day,” she said.

Classical Catholic grammar school launches in Harlem — Catholic World Report
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Missed Opportunities

In the Roman Canon of the Catholic Mass,
we speak of “the catholic and apostolic
faith.” It is a faith grounded in the firm
belief that the eternal Son of God became
man and dwelt among us, and by His
Passion, Death, and Resurrection ransomed
us from Hell and opened for us the hope of
eternal life in Him. And so, there is nothing
more awesome or powerful than the
universal and apostolically grounded faith
that lives, holds, and passes on the saving
mystery of Jesus Christ.

As the Church has been entrusted with these
mysteries, she has a vast and inexhaustible
supernatural treasury. It is a treasury that is
guided by the Holy Spirit and contains the
holy sacraments, especially the Holy
Sacrifice of the New Covenant, the written
Word of God, the Sacred Tradition orally
passed from one generation to the next, the
teachings of the early Fathers, the writings
of the saints, and the testimony of the
martyrs.

The Church’s treasury also contains her
intellectual and artistic traditions. Such
traditions include treatises, essays, poems,
sacred music, sculptures, paintings, mosaics,
and other expressions of sacred art. They
contain experiences and depictions,
symbols, and other representations of the
things of God. Without question, the
supernatural treasury of the Church is
magnificent, beautiful, and filled with divine
splendor on every level.

Such an array of truth and beauty, therefore,
calls for serious discernment when it comes
to applying the supernatural treasury to the
life and traditions of the Church. The

Church must exercise the wisdom of the
master of a household who “brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old”
(Matthew 13:52). As something new is
brought forward, it must complement and
organically flow from what was before it.
Like a master of a household, the Church
must be cautious about innovation or
eclectic creativity. The old and the new must
flow together and always point to the
mystery of Jesus Christ and His saving work
among us.

As the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025
approaches, the Church is given an
opportunity to manifest Jesus Christ,
announce salvation in Him alone, show the
glory of His way of love, and highlight the
splendors of the supernatural treasury that
flow from our faith in Him.

And so, when Pope Francis announced that
the Jubilee 2025 would be a Jubilee of
Hope, it fit — and showed wisdom. Our
fallen world has forgotten hope. The false
hope that humanity has put in itself, in its
political structures, in the market, and in the
passing things of our world has only brought
disappointment and bred desolation. People
have become suspicious of hope, and so a
Jubilee of Hope is exactly what our world
needs.

A Jubilee of Hope is an immense
opportunity to teach about hope, clarify the
wayward and incomplete hopes of our day,
to point to the love and providence of God
in the good things and the bad, to explain the
meaning of the Paschal Mystery to a world
that thinks it knows but does not, to stress
the connection between love and suffering,
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to highlight the call to redemptive suffering,
to give examples of redemptive suffering
from among our holy ones, to share the
testimonies of the martyrs, to talk about the
joys of Heaven and the pains of Hell, and in
all other ways to develop and announce to
the world: “Christ Jesus, our Hope.” (1
Timothy 1:1)

From such teaching, we have the
opportunity to introduce and celebrate
symbols and representations of hope from
the supernatural treasury of the Church. We
can point to the Cross itself, or the rooster of
Saint Peter’s repentance, or to the palm
branches of victory carried by the holy
martyrs, or to the grill and humor of Saint
Lawrence, or the anchor of Saint Clement
(or Saint Barbara), or in more contemporary
times, the blue-and-white prison uniform of
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, or the Star of
David of Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein). The possibilities are endless,
but the moment is fleeting. Prudence is
needed in the selection of the messaging and
symbols for the Jubilee.

With so many possibilities and the topic of
hope being so pivotal, imagine the disbelief
and the surprise when the Church puts her
energies behind a “mascot,” and presents —
not the Cross, or palm branches, or the
anchor — but a peculiar anime character
named “Luce” as the mascot for the Jubilee
of Hope.

Is this for real? Is this a misplaced joke?

It’s very real and very sad. Luce is the child-
like, blue-haired character who carries a
sorcerer’s staff and wears a rainbow-colored
rosary around her neck.

In light of the supernatural treasury
entrusted to the Church, we need to
seriously ask: Is this the best we can do?
Does Luce give reverence to the holy
martyrs, both those in our history and those
who continue to die for the faith today?
Does Luce honor the confessors and those
who defend and suffer for the Gospel, moral
truth, and the gift of life today?

With the assault of secularism against
believers in Western cultures, is Luce our
best line of defense and encouragement?
Will Luce make the secularist pause and
reconsider the claims of the Gospel?

Sadly, Luce is another tragic example of the
infantilization of believers and of a woeful
watering down of the depth, beauty, and
power of the Christian way of life. Luce is
yet another regrettable representation of a
missed opportunity by the Church, salt on an
already open wound to those who love the
Church and wish to see her strong and
flourishing in our world.

Perhaps it was unintended, but Luce is a
belittling of the virtue of hope and the
sufferings of many who cling to Christ
Jesus, our Hope. The mascot is a tragic
satire of the state of ecclesial leadership
today, which misses providential
opportunities, and chooses to draw from the
oddly new and obscures the venerable and
ancient in the Church’s supernatural
treasury.

Our problem is not merely with an anime
character, but with the missed opportunity to
give and strengthen hope to believers and
the world today.
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Fr. Jeffrey Kirby

Missed Opportunities - The Catholic Thing
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In Louisville, Catholic High Schooler Help Bury the Indigent Dead

An indigent burial program run by Catholic
Charities in Louisville, Kentucky, regularly
receives help from an unlikely source —
local high schoolers.

Catholic Charities of Louisville says its
“one-of-a-kind” burial program “provides
burial services for individuals in our
community who do not have resources or
family to provide them.”

“Every individual that qualifies for the
Indigent Burial Program receives a dignified
and respectful service surrounded by
compassionate volunteers and community
members,” the charity says.

Jennifer Wilson, the burial program’s
coordinator, told CNA that the initiative was
originally started by the city in order to
address individuals whose remains were left
in city morgues with no family or loved ones
to claim them.

“It’s just not a very good thing,” she said. “It
doesn’t show respect and dignity for human
beings.”

The program is funded by the city and
administered by Catholic Charities, Wilson
said.

“We give them a service,” she said. “We put
them to rest with dignity and respect and
love, no matter what they’ve done and
where they come from.” The burials are
conducted out of Meadow View Cemetery,
south of the city near the Ohio River.

Catholic Charities will sometimes help with
expenses, she said. The charity also supplies
headstones to the graves, while volunteers
make palls, which a priest then blesses.

“This is just to say, “We’re here for you.
You’re not alone. We’re going to lay you to
rest with dignity.” That’s a special thing,”
she said.

Also special are the volunteers who
regularly help with the burials — local high
schoolers drawn from surrounding Catholic
schools.

The St. Joseph of Arimathea Society,
founded in 2006, works with students to
coordinate tasks such as headstone
placement. Students regularly attend the
burials themselves as well.

The society is named after St. Joseph of
Arimathea, the Sanhedrin follower of Jesus
who gave his own intended burial tomb for
Christ’s body.

Art Potter, a Louisville resident who has
volunteered with the group for years, told
CNA that there are weekly Christian burial
services given for “homeless [people] found
on the street, persons murdered, [victims of]
drug overdoses, and those simply abandoned
by families.”

“We infrequently have attendees of 20-25
persons,” Potter said, “however most of the
time there is no one attending but
volunteers.”

The volunteers are drawn from Catholic
high schools, he said, “teaching respect and
dignity to the deceased, whatever the cause
of death.”

The Catholic newspaper The

Record reported in September about a
group of students working to lay several
dozen headstones at the cemetery. Students
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from rival Catholic schools came together to
do the work in 90-degree heat.

High school junior Murphy Lee Schmidt
told the paper that while the students were
“not fully burying [the dead],” they were
“doing our part.”

“Just cleaning off their graves and making it
a reverent area, just keeping their name alive
is really important,” he said.

Beth Yeager, the new program director for
community support services at Louisville
Catholic Charities, said the program has
received bequests recently allowing them to

Daniel Payne

hire an assistant to help with administrative
tasks. The Catholic charity works with the
coroner’s office as well as with a local
hospice as part of the ministry.

“It’s more than just burying people,” Yeager
said. “It’s spending time figuring out how to
do it the right away.”

Wilson said the point of the program is to
afford poor and abandoned people the same
dignity and love that others receive when
they are buried.

“We try to make it as ‘normal’ as possible,”
she said. “We want to take care of people.”

In Louisville, Catholic high schoolers help bury the indigent dead — Catholic World Report
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Mother Cabrini Center

Pathway for International Religious Sisters!

The Mother Cabrini Center provides a
pathway for International Religious Sisters
to become teachers in Catholic Schools in
the Archdiocese of San Antonio, Texas. The
Center is located on the first floor of Mount
Sacred Heart School. Religious Sisters
interact daily with students in the school and
in the Mother Cabrini Center classroom!

“I would not be as prepared to be a teacher
in the US without this program.” -Sr. Manju
Vettikkuzhiyil, Servants of the Poor, May
2022

About the Mother Cabrini Center

“International Sisters of today followed in
the footsteps of generations of sisters who
preceded them, leaving their home countries
to minister in new lands for the sake of the
Gospel.”* The Religious Sisters in the
Mother Cabrini Center bring to us their
personal gifts and experience, the values of
their cultures, and their charisms of their
religious communities to enhance the beauty
in becoming a teacher in a U.S. Catholic
School.

Women Religious Teacher Formation
Program

Through the Mother Cabrini Program,
Religious Sisters will be given the
opportunity, through a three-phase model, to
enter into a teacher formation program that
will guide them to learn the American
student and teach in an American Catholic
School.

Within the Teacher Formation Program, the
sisters will be guided by the Mother Cabrini

Center Director through the details of each
phase, including exposure to high-yield
strategies, student interactions, guided
lesson planning, teaching small/large
groups, and so much more!

Three-Phase Model

Phase I: Onboarding
Welcoming International Sisters to the
Archdiocese of San Antonio

Participants will be accompanied by the
MCC Director and other mentors throughout
the the three-phase process The mentors will
include a local religious to share the life of
the global sisterhood. Participants will be
asked to share their story to the Mount
Sacred Heart school community, including
the richness of culture, and the Catholic faith
from their country of origin. Participants
will begin a Teacher Formation Program that
will offer support in language acquisition,
academic knowledge, and teaching
competencies. Sisters will begin
experiencing a cultural encounter of the
American student and gain an understanding
of the diverse Church in the U.S. They will
begin to see the pastoral vision of the
Archdiocese of San Antonio and what it
means to be a Catholic School Teacher in
the United States.

Phase II: Gradual Release
Learning Experiences in a Catholic School

Participants will apply skills in an internship
role within a Catholic School. Participants
will continue in the teacher formation
program that will offer on-going support in
language acquisition and provide
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professional development, while
experiencing a supervised practicum. Sisters
may pursue further studies leading to
professional certification, if desired. Within
Phase II, a gradual support process will
provide participants with the most guided
support at the beginning of the school year,
co-teaching at mid-year and independent
teaching by the end of the school year. This
progression will provide gradual release so
participants will enter Phase III as
independent, confident teachers.

Phase III: On Track
Presence of Religious Sisters in Catholic
Schools

Phase III participants are on track to be an
independent teacher! Participants will be
assigned a first-year teacher mentor as
support. Religious Sisters will enter into a
Ministry Agreement (teacher contract) in the
Archdiocese of San Antonio. School and
grade/subject level placement will be
determined by interest, experience, and
qualifications. Phase III first-year teachers
will be provided continued guidance through
the teacher formation program which will
support professional educational practice.
The MCC Director will serve as an
instructional coach for the sister throughout
this phase.

“I have already learned so much and I just
arrived in May [2022].” - Sr. Josna Kurjur

Archdiocese of San Antonio Catholic Schools, SISM

Mother Cabrini Center | Archdiocese of San Antonio Catholic Schools
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The Future of American Catholic Schools Lies in the Past

The future of American Catholic schools lies in operating as independently of the state as
possible while still remaining financially feasible. Is this possible?

Last year, a school at which I had
taught, Saint Joseph Prep in Brighton,
Massachusetts, was one of a number of
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
Boston to close permanently. The problem
of failing Catholic schools in the region has
become egregious enough to concern even
secular publications.

I have spent much time trying to imagine a
solution, yet I recently discovered an
apparent contradiction in my view of it. On
the one hand, I have advocated for
vouchers or other forms of government
assistance to Catholic schools. Such schools
provide an essential public service—
education and moral formation—so it seems
just for them to receive public funds. Having
taught in multiple Catholic schools, I can
attest the salary tends to be insufficient for
supporting a family. Raising tuition makes
costs prohibitive for families who rely most
on schools, and the lack of public funds
makes parochial teaching careers
unsustainable, with the result being teacher
turnover, institutional instability, and school
closure.

On the other hand, too much public
assistance can cause people to identify the
Church with the government—and thus with
the moral compromises of politics—thereby
tainting their view of the Church; political
corruption rubs off on ecclesial institutions,
becoming religious corruption. For example,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput observes that,
over centuries, “the Church acquired

influence over nearly every aspect of
Quebec’s life, to the point where Protestant
street preachers were often banned from
operating or even jailed,” and, in reaction,
the region rapidly secularized in the “Quiet
Revolution” of the 1960s. Chaput
concludes,

The trouble with any habit of power is that
service becomes privilege and privilege
becomes entitlement. Entitlement, in turn,
breeds abuse and resentment. Catholic life
in Quebec became formulaic long before the
Quiet Revolution. When the world began to
change, people shed the Church like dead
skin.

As far as education is concerned, the
solution to such unhealthy Church-state
codependency might be giving government
funds not to Catholic establishments
exclusively but to all religions’ schools (as
would be expected in America due to the
First Amendment preventing the federal
government from favoring a single religion).
That way, ecclesial institutions would be
less tempted to become corrupted by
worldly privilege.

Nonetheless, a problem remains: public
funding comes with strings attached,
sometimes including restrictions that impede
the Church’s mission or contradict its
doctrine. Certain unpopular Catholic
teachings, for instance, might be deemed
anathema, with Catholic schools’ access to
tax dollars held hostage until their educators

22



https://www.bostonmagazine.com/education/2024/05/05/catholic-schools/
https://www.bostonmagazine.com/education/2024/05/05/catholic-schools/
https://awalledbutwindyroom.wordpress.com/2022/02/17/on-school-choice/
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2015/01/strangers-in-a-strange-land

submit to the zeitgeist. Therefore, even
when the state does not favor Catholicism
exclusively, it can still pressure Catholic
schools to compromise their religious
identity as long as they depend on it.

The future of American Catholic schools,
then, lies in operating as independently of
the state as possible while still remaining
financially feasible. How is that possible?
Look at the past, when those schools
proliferated and thrived: they did so by
being run and staffed by religious orders.
Due to those orders’ vow of poverty, tuition
could be kept low (as it is at my

children’s religious-run school, the only
one [ know of in my region); and, due to
their vow of obedience, teacher turnover
was minimal, ensuring institutional stability.
American Catholic schools’ greatest hope
may, therefore, be a revival of the
consecrated life—a revival sorely needed
after the country’s cratering in religious
vocations during the late twentieth century.

After all, the celibacy and poverty of
religious brothers and sisters minimize their
ties to the government; with no children to
support and little property to be threatened,
they do not rely as much on the state’s
support systems, so the state cannot pressure
them as much. Their schools can thus more
easily maintain their Catholic identity.
Connecting to the similar liberation enabled
by the pope’s independence from national
governments, Grant Kaplan’s brilliant
article “Celibacy as Political

Tristan Macdonald

Resistance” argues that both consecrated
celibacy and papal primacy “function as
spiritual declarations of independence for
the modern Christian citizen. Both preserve
Catholic identity, not by petitioning the state
for rights but by mounting a theological
counteroffensive against the pretensions of
the modern nation-state.”

The Archdiocese of San Antonio has
implemented an intriguing program along
these lines, a program that, if extended to
more dioceses, seems like it could do much
to revitalize American Catholic education:
bringing orthodox, joyful religious brothers
and sisters over from countries with a
surplus of them and training them for our
schools. Seeing such role models—
otherwise less visible in America today than
in previous times—might encourage more
vocations to religious orders among our
students, thus making American Catholic
education more sustainable by providing
more teachers from the consecrated life.

Therefore, the religious orders of America’s
past may hold the key to the Catholic
schools of the country’s future. And, in
safeguarding independence from
governmental overreach, they can further the
very goal on which America was founded in
the first place, the goal so close to the
Founding Fathers’ hearts. Reviving the
consecrated life could thereby revive the
country’s original identity; becoming more
American might require becoming more
Catholic.

The Future of American Catholic Schools Lies in the Past - Crisis Magazine

23



https://immaculateheartschool.org/
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2014/01/celibacy-as-political-resistance
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2014/01/celibacy-as-political-resistance
https://sacatholicschools.org/mother-cabrini-center
https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/the-future-of-american-catholic-schools-lies-in-the-past

5 Beautiful Classic Stories to Awaken Your Child’s Moral Imagination

What is moral imagination, anyway? These powerful stories bring to life vice and virtue in a way
a child won t forget.

Have you ever heard the phrase “moral
imagination”? I’d seen it mentioned in
Catholic articles, books, and other media,
but I was confused.

I get what imagination is, sure.
But moral imagination? What on earth is
that?

It seemed like everyone knew what it was,
so I hesitated to ask. But it kept bugging me
that this supposedly important concept was
SO opaque.

Then I had the good fortune to pick

up Tending the Heart of Virtue: How Classic
Stories Awaken a Child's Moral
[magination by Vigen Guroian.

Guroian is a professor of theology and ethics
who devoted this book to examining which
children’s stories best lend themselves to
developing a child’s sense of virtue.

And he sheds light on the moral imagination
beautifully.

What is moral imagination?

Let me hand it to Professor Guroian to
explain this one:

Mere instruction in morality is not
sufficient to nurture the virtues. It
might even backfire, especially when
the presentation is heavily
exhortative and the pupil’s will is
coerced. Instead, a compelling vision
of the goodness of goodness itself

needs to be presented in a way that is
attractive and stirs the imagination.

A good moral education addresses
both the cognitive and affective
dimensions of human nature. Stories
are an irreplaceable medium for this
kind of moral education—that is, the
education of character.

Let’s break down this description a bit.
When it comes to moral education, merely
telling young people “This is right; this is
wrong” is often unconvincing.

Much more effective is showing why right is
right and wrong is wrong through stories
that bring to life virtues and vices. Such
stories and their vivid scenes stick with a
person, inspiring them to do good and avoid
evil throughout their life.

This creative capacity to envision the
consequences of moral decisions is called
the moral imagination. And it can be formed
and developed through great stories that
compel us toward goodness.

5 Stories to awaken the moral
imagination

In Tending the Heart of Virtue, Guroian lists
10 books that present a compelling vision of
virtue and faith to children. He also includes
a number of others in the Conclusion,
offering a lengthy reading list that could
occupy your family read-aloud time or
classroom studies for quite some time.
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While you should pick up Guroian's book to
see all 10 books he recommends, I was
delighted to see that a number of his top
picks have made an appearance at

my children’s book club and here on Aleteia.
Here are five of his recommended books to
form a child’s moral imagination.

{1} Pinocchio

Most Americans only know this Italian
children’s novel through the maudlin Disney
film, but the film’s unfaithfulness to the
book obscures the profound Catholic

truths hidden in this children’s classic.

Thankfully, this injustice is being righted to
some extent by the Well-Read Mom team:
They’ve collaborated with Wiseblood Books
to publish a new edition of Pinocchio with a
commentary by the Italian writer, teacher,
and Dante expert Franco Nembrini.

I look forward to reading Pinocchio to my
children later this year and enjoying this
remarkable story together.

{2} The Wind in the Willows

This enchanting British story is hilarious and
adventurous enough to engage every child’s

Theresa Civantos Barber

interest, and it contains powerful wisdom
about our calling to friendship. My
children’s book club read it last summer and
it was beloved by all.

{3} The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe

Another book club favorite, C.S. Lewis’ The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is one of
the greatest children’s books of all time. It
unforgettably brings to life the Gospel story
and helps children understand evil and
redemption.

{4} The Princess and the Goblin

The Princess and the Goblin and its sequel
“quietly suggest in every incident ideas of
courage and honor.” This book profoundly
affected C.S. Lewis and partly inspired

his Narnia series. Its heroine is an example
of faith and courage, much like Narnia’s
Lucy Pevensie.

{5} The Velveteen Rabbit

Love, immortality, and self-sacrifice come
to life in this moving story of a small stuffed
rabbit and his love for a little boy.

5 Beautiful classic stories to awaken your child’s moral imagination
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How Catholic Scouting Strengthens the Domestic Church

Families are very busy today. It can be
difficult to make a connection with parents,
let alone foster collaboration on the home
front in support of what children are
learning at school.

Providing parents with a concrete way to
connect with what a child is being taught in
the classroom — in the form of activities that
are engaging and adaptable to children of
varying ages — is a great way to help engage
families in nurturing faith formation at
home.

The 50+ Catholic Scouting Religious
Activities from the National Catholic
Committee on Scouting (NCCS) are free
resources that do just this.

My own experience as a religious education
teacher at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School in
Fort Wayne, Indiana illustrates the fact that
many parents are searching for ways to help
foster growth in the faith at home — they just
need a place to start.

One December, I shared with students
Catholic Scouting Religious Activities about
Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin in advance of the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. I purchased patches
from NCCS, so students could earn
something tangible after they completed the
associated Religious Activities. The students
showed their parents the patches they
earned, and I received numerous calls from
parents who wanted to know more about
Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin so their families could learn
about them together. I sent home the
teaching aid for those two Religious
Activities to help parents learn about them

and engage further with their children at
home.

This take-home resource proved so popular
with parents that I continued sending home
one Religious Activity teaching aid each
month with students, so families could
engage in the activities at home and learn
more about their faith together.

Sharing Religious Activities with families
helped parents realize that they didn’t have
to navigate this area alone. Many young
parents are overwhelmed with simply
raising children and aren’t equipped to assist
in all areas of life. By sharing the teaching
aids, they had more time to BE with their
families, with less time spent preparing a
lesson. This also gave me the opportunity to
catechize the parents. We all need help at
times navigating our faith life, and leaning
on others helps all of us to grow. Knowing
that there were other age-appropriate
teaching aids available on the Catholic
Scouting website helped these families’ faith
life grow. They began praying the Rosary at
home and learned about other facets of their
faith. I made lifelong friends with these
families because I shared the story of Our
Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego
Cuaubhtlatoatzin!

Kendyl Santos, who teaches Grade 5 at
Blessed Sacrament School in Belleville,
[llinois also uses Catholic Scouting
Religious Activities in her classroom. “I
utilize Religious Activities during my
religion period or when I have extra time in
the day,” said Santos. “The activities are
interesting and help instill the ideals of the
Catholic faith into our students.”

26




Recently, Santos used Religious Activities
from the American Saint Series, which
focuses on holy men and women who have
had a big impact on the Catholic American
landscape. The Religious Activity about St.
Kateri Tekakwitha was especially impactful
for students, who identified her as their
class’s “adopted saint” for the school year.

“T also used Religious Activities in the
Rosary Series, which help students learn the
mysteries of the Rosary and how to pray the
Rosary,” said Santos. “All of the Religious
Activities are very useful resources for
teachers, and they are free and easily
accessible.”

There are currently seven Religious Activity
Series available, as well as a special
Eucharistic Revival Activity in support of
the National Eucharistic Revival and another
series, Religious Trail, being developed now.
The Rosary Series has five activities that
teach young people about the Rosary. The
Marian Series has five activities that
examine Marian Feasts commemorated in
the United States. The American Saint
Series provides an opportunity for Scouts to
learn about great men and women who
influence American Catholics. The Modern
Saint Series offers Scouts examples of 20th
and 21st century men and women who made
an impact on Catholics around the world.
The Faith Series provides Scouts an
opportunity to learn about key elements of
Catholic tradition and teaching. The
International Series offers activities
designed to help Scouts understand their
connection to the Universal Church and
fellow Catholic Scouts in the global
community, as well as understand our shared
responsibility to care for the Earth. There is
also a Heritage Series that includes long-

standing Religious Activities to which some
groups share a special devotion.

Catholic school educators planning for the
new school year may want to incorporate
Catholic Scouting Religious Activities into
their lesson plans as a free resource that
provide real-life examples of ways to engage
with each lesson. Each Religious Activity
features a downloadable teaching aid with
learning opportunities, hands-on exercises
and links to additional related resources,
with different options for various age levels
of students. As an example, here is the
downloadable teaching aid for Blessed Carlo
Acutis, a teen who will soon be canonized as
the first millennial saint.

Teachers are also invited to order Religious
Activity patches for students who complete
an activity. A person doesn’t need to be a
Scout to earn a Religious Activity patch and
kids often enjoy having a tangible way to
show what they’ve accomplished. Download
this handy overview of all the Religious
Activities along with images of their

patches.

While a person doesn’t need to be a Scout to
use Catholic Scouting resources, it’s good to
know that Catholic Scouting is a time-
honored—and fun—way to support Catholic
educators’ and parents’ efforts to raise
children to become responsible, well-
rounded adults. Catholic Scouting helps kids
grow up to be good citizens and faithful
Catholics.

Want to learn more about Catholic Scouting
resources or explore starting a unit at your
Catholic school? Contact the National
Catholic Committee on Scouting using this
quick and easy inquiry form.

27



https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/eucharistic-revival-special-program/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/rosary-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/marian-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/american-saint-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/american-saint-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/modern-saint-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/modern-saint-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/faith-series/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/international-awareness/
https://nccs-bsa.org/religious-activities/archived-religious-activities/
https://nccs-bsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Mod-Carlo-Acutis-10-22.pdf
https://nccs-bsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Mod-Carlo-Acutis-10-22.pdf
https://nccs-bsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Mod-Carlo-Acutis-10-22.pdf
https://nccs-bsa.org/download/all-religious-activities/
https://nccs-bsa.org/download/all-religious-activities/
https://nccs-bsa.org/download/all-religious-activities/
https://nccs-bsa.org/download/all-religious-activities/
https://catholicscouting.com/catholic-educator-and-leader-inquiry-form/
https://catholicscouting.com/catholic-educator-and-leader-inquiry-form/
https://catholicscouting.com/catholic-educator-and-leader-inquiry-form/

Have questions about Catholic Scouting answer them! You can contact me at the
Religious Activities? I would be happy to email address below or 260-414-9172.

Theresa Dirig

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/fall_2024/how_catholic_scouting_strengthens_the do
mestic_church.html
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Haunted by Shakespeare’s Ghosts and Ghouls (Photos)

Shakespeare made ample use of ghosts, ghouls, and witches in his plays. Halloween is a perfect
time to look at the spooks in his works!

At its worst, Halloween can become a
dangerous dalliance with the demonic or a
morbid manifestation of the macabre. At its
best, it’s a fun trick-or-treating time for
families to meet their neighbors for an
evening candy-fest. Either way, it’s a time
when people tend to think about the
supernatural, for better or worse. At this
time of year, therefore, it might be good to
speak of the spooks that haunt the works of
Shakespeare.

There are two types of spooks who make an
appearance in Shakespeare’s plays. There
are ghosts, who are sometimes good and
even holy, and there are demons, who are
out to work their wickedness on wayward
souls.

(View the Photo Gallery at the end of this
article to see "Ghosts, ghouls, and demons
in Shakespeare.")

A ghost from purgatory

The most famous of Shakespeare’s holy
spirits is the Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, who
is revealed as a Catholic in his description of
his own death. He is murdered, cut off in the
blossoms of his sin, “unhouseled,
disappointed, unaneled” with all his
imperfections on his head. The

archaisms, unhouseled, disappointed and un
aneled, refer to the Catholic sacraments of
Communion, Penance (Confession) and
Extreme Unction (the Last Rites), all of
which were snatched away from him by his

sudden death. It is for these unabsolved sins
that he is being punished in purgatory:

Doomed for a certain term to walk the night,
And for the day confined to fast in fires,

Till the foul crimes done in my days of
nature

Are burnt and purged away.

The Ghost is, therefore, “a spirit of health”
and “an honest ghost” destined for Heaven
once his sins are purged, and not a “goblin
damned” as Hamlet had initially feared. He
is also a minister of justice, who exposes the
treacherous and murderous crime of King
Claudius.

Haunted by conscience

Whereas the Ghost of Hamlet’s Father is
shown to be real because he is seen by
several independent witnesses
simultaneously, other ghosts in
Shakespeare’s works might possibly be
figments of the imagination, mere
hallucinations, because they are only seen
by one person and are not visible to others.
The Ghost of Julius Caesar appears to
Brutus, the trusted friend who had betrayed
him, declaring himself to be Brutus’ “evil
spirit”. Perhaps he is really Caesar’s ghost,
or perhaps he is the evil spirit of Brutus’
tortured conscience playing tricks on him.

Brutus is clearly haunted by Caesar’s ghost
or by the memory of his own ghastly sins as
he discovers the bodies of Cassius and
Titinius, both of whom had committed
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suicide. “O Julius Caesar,” he exclaims,
“thou art mighty yet! Thy spirit walks
abroad and turns our swords in our own
proper entrails.”

“The ghost of Caesar hath appear’d to me,”
Brutus tells Volumnius. “I know my hour is
come.” It’s as though the apparition of
Caesar’s ghost serves as a harbinger of
Brutus’ own doom, driving him also to
commit suicide in an act which he hopes
will allow Caesar’s spirit to rest in peace.
“Caesar, now be still,” he says as he
prepares to run on his own sword. “I kill’d
not thee with half so good a will.”

"The very painting of your fear"

If Brutus is haunted by either the ghost of
Caesar or by his own guilty conscience, the
same could be said of Macbeth. Having
ordered the murder of his friend Banquo,
Macbeth is seated at table with many others
when Banquo’s ghost appears to him.
Nobody else can see it and Lady Macbeth
tells her husband that he is merely imagining
things. “This is the very painting of your
fear,” she says.

“Why do you make such faces?” she asks
Macbeth as he stares in horror at the empty
seat. “When all’s done, you look but on a
stool.” Irritated at what she sees as his

Joseph Pearce

cowardice, she asks him why he is “quite
unmann’d in folly”. Even Macbeth wonders
whether what he is seeing is real or merely
his tortured conscience conjuring up
imaginary spirits. “Hence, horrible shadow!”
he shouts at the apparition. “Unreal mock’ry,
hence!”

Three demonic witches

Whether or not Banquo’s ghost is real, there
is no doubting the reality of the demonic
Three Witches. They discourse amongst
themselves, requiring no mortal to give them
being or conjure them into existence. They
have supernatural powers, indicating that
they are preternatural, not human; they are
ghouls, not ghosts. They are seen by both
Macbeth and Banquo simultaneously, both
of whom can hear what the witches say to
them. They are real, not imaginary. They are
demonic, dangerous and deadly.

The witches in Macbeth teach us to beware
of the wickedness and snares of the devil
and to call on God and his saints and angels
to protect us from his power.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and
do thou, oh prince of the heavenly host, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who
prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin
of souls.

Haunted by Shakespeare’s ghosts and ghouls (Photos)
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Ohio Archbishop Ends Long-Standing Girl Scouts Partnerships Because Of
‘Gender Ideology’

The archbishop of Cincinnati is ending a
110-year relationship with Girl Scouts of the
USA (GSUSA) due to the group promoting
gender ideology “contrary” to Catholic
teaching.

Archbishop Dennis Schnurr announced that
pastors in the archdiocese must discontinue
any partnerships with GSUSA by
December 2025.

“The Archdiocese of Cincinnati cannot
partner with an organization that, from its
highest level, advocates ideas which the
Church considers false and harmful,”
Schnurr wrote in the Oct. 28 letter to the
faithful.

Schnurr noted that GSUSA “has embraced
and promoted an impoverished worldview
regarding gender and sexuality” through
some activities, badges, and resources.
GSUSA and its local chapter in Ohio “has
contributed to normalizing a sexual and
gender ideology contrary to the Catholic
understanding of the human person made
male and female in the image and likeness
of God,” he noted.

“Our greatest responsibility as the Catholic
Church is fidelity to the Gospel and sharing
the saving mission of Christ,” Schnurr said.
“It 1s therefore essential that all youth
programs at our parishes and schools affirm
virtues and values consistent with the
teaching of Jesus Christ.”

Schnurr noted that the decision to pull away
from GSUSA “has not been made lightly”
and that the Church has been in conversation

with leaders of the Girl Scouts of Western
Ohio (GSWO).

“Despite mutually respectful discussions and
communication with the Girl Scouts of
Western Ohio over the past two years, we
have been unable to agree on an acceptable
path forward,” he wrote.

In recent years, the archdiocese has been in
conversation with GSWO over a
“memorandum of understanding” over what
practices are permissible for Girl Scout
troops in the archdiocese. In 2023, the
archdiocese requested that GSWO “cease
promotion of activities, resources, badges,
and awards repugnant to Catholic teaching,”
but the two groups reached an “impasse” in
April of this year over phrasing in the
memorandum, according to the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

Schnurr noted that scouting “is
fundamentally good” as it “builds virtue,
discipline, and community” and “helps form
responsible, well-rounded citizens.” The
archbishop shared his gratitude to those who
served as scout leaders for “faithfully
helping young people incorporate the values
and lessons traditionally associated with
scouting into their lives.”

“While this development is difficult to
share, it does not diminish my profound
respect and appreciation for the many Girl
Scout leaders in our archdiocese who have
faithfully served our youth,” Schnurr said.

Response from Girl Scouts
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GSWO said in a statement shared with
CNA that it was “deeply disappointed” by
the archbishop’s decision.

“We have been in conversation with the
Office of Youth Ministries over the past two
years and have had a strong working
relationship for many years,” the GSWO
statement read. “We remain open to a
mutually respectful dialogue, and we hope
that the archdiocese will return to the
conversation so we can continue to work
together to support the beneficial role each
plays in developing youth and supporting
families in our communities.”

“Our focus now is to support our Girl Scouts
and dedicated volunteers of the Catholic
faith in finding ways to continue their Girl
Scout experience — including the ways in
which Girl Scouts learn about and explore
their faith traditions,” it continued.

“Girl Scouts, guided by caring adult leaders,
and always with agreement of their parents
or guardians, decide which activities to
pursue each membership year — all based
on individual and troop interests,” GSWO
added.

GSWO noted in the statement that it will “be
working with our volunteer leaders and
other community members to ensure Girl
Scouts continues to offer the wide range of
activities, from outdoor experiences to
STEM to life skills to entrepreneurship, that
allows each girl to grow in courage,
confidence, and character and make the
world a better place.”

“Girl Scouts of Western Ohio is — and
always has been — a secular organization
that welcomes girls of all faiths,” the
statement read. “Our membership includes
girls and families of many faith traditions,

and we believe that a part of girls’ healthy
development is encouraging girls in their
spiritual journey, through partnerships with
their faith communities.”

Objectionable Girl Scout materials,
practices

In a list of objectionable Girl Scout
materials, the archdiocese highlighted the
“Inclusive Together” patch, which features a
“Social Identity Wheel” encouraging girls to
identify their sexual orientation and gender
identity in group conversations.

The archdiocese also highlighted the
“LGBTQ+ Pride Month Fun” patch, which
promotes the idea that gender can be
rejected and encourages girls to watch
LGBTQ+ movies including rated R and TV-
MA materials.

Several controversies have peppered the
GSUSA in the past decade, such as the
national group’s decision to

implement LGBTQ+ Pride Month
patches as well as a controversy about
“gender inclusive” overnight camps.

The national group says it leaves placement
decisions for transgender youth on a case-
by-case basis but notes that GSUSA “can
serve” biological boys who identify as
girls,“if the child is recognized by the family
and school/community as a girl and lives
culturally as a girl,” according to

its website.

The United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) released the results of

a two-vear investigation into GSUSA in
2014. The inquiry followed reports that the
GSUSA contributed to the World
Association of Girl Guides and Scouts,
which is tied to Planned Parenthood and
abortion and contraception advocacy, the

32



https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/activity-zone/all-ages-levels/multicultural/LGBTQIActivities.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/activity-zone/all-ages-levels/multicultural/LGBTQIActivities.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/us/girl-scouts-distance-themselves-online-form-allowing-boys-gender-inclusive-overnight-camps
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/footer/faq/social-issues-faq.html
https://www.ncregister.com/news/concerns-over-girl-scouts-persist-following-usccb-investigation

USCCB found. Following the investigation,
the USCCB advised dioceses to work with
local Girl Scout chapters on acceptable
materials for Catholic troops.

GSUSA denies any partnership with
Planned Parenthood on its website and states
that it does not take a stance on abortion,
birth control, or sexuality.

American Heritage Girls are favored

Schnurr recently endorsed a_faith-based
scouting group, American Heritage Girls
(AHG), encouraging parishes to partner
with the group. AHG has a committee
designed to support Catholic girls in their
faith, which has Bishop James Conley of the
Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska, as its
episcopal moderator.

Kate Quinones

“Scouting can be an efficacious part of
Catholic youth ministry, espousing a way of
life congruent with the Gospel, as it has in
our own archdiocese for decades,” Schnurr
stated.

Other Catholic leaders have endorsed AHG,
including Archbishop Joseph Naumann of
Kansas City, Kansas, who, in 2017,
authorized an archdiocesan transition from
Girl Scouts to American Heritage Girls.
Other Catholic dioceses and archdioceses
including Birmingham, Alabama; Colorado
Springs, Colorado; Fort Worth, Texas;
Milwaukee; Omaha, Nebraska; and
Rockford, Illinois, have endorsed AHG in
recent years.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/260155/ohio-archbishop-ends-long-standing-girl-sco

uts-partnerships-because-of-gender-ideology
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Higher Education, Stronger Faith? Challenging Assumptions About College
and Religion

Does getting a college education tend to lead young people away from faith and towards some
kind of reasoned atheism?

Catholic colleges can have a positive
impact on a student’s faith, but what impact
does attending college have in general?
Social scientists have studied and surveyed
the impact, and college attendance is clearly
linked to higher religiosity. There is a
background assumption in America that
getting a college education tends to lead you
away from faith and towards some kind of
reasoned atheism.

Simply put, the data no longer supports this
assumption.

Professor Christian Smith of Notre Dame is
one of the top scholars on religious
transmission, having administered a series of
surveys about religion to young people.

He explains:

Most of the older research was
conducted on baby boomers, for
whom college did indeed seem to
tend to corrode religious faith and
practice. But many studies more
recently have shown that the
conventional wisdom about baby
boomers does not apply to today’s
youth. Higher education no longer
seems to diminish the religion of
emerging adults.

When and why did this change? Smith
suggests it changed in the 1990s. “One
factor seems to be a growing influence of
campus—based religious and parachurch

groups that provide alternative plausibility
structures for sustaining religious faith and
practicing in college.”

Another researcher looking at a large
sample of Gen Xers in 1995 noted that
current college attendance was “shown to
reduce the odds of apostasy” and that this
effect was stronger with Catholics.
Whatever the reason, the shift has happened
and is notable.

In Smith’s study, the young people currently
attending college were more likely to attend
religious services than those who were not
in college. “In short, it is not attending
college that is associated with lower levels
of religious practice, though those
differences are slight.”

Beyond college students, Smith and others
have consistently found that college
graduates are more likely to go to church.
The Pew Research Center frequently
conducts surveys of American religious
practices and attitudes. Pew’s

survey shows that college graduates are 13%
more likely to go to Mass weekly or more
compared to those who had never attended
college. Other scholars note that those
raised very religious and still very religious
“are more likely to have a college degree.”

But why does college attendance correlate to
church attendance? It’s certainly not the
liberal, secular professors nor the Title IX
officers that bolster one’s faith. It may very
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well be that going to church is itself a sign
of doing well in life. J.D. Vance has a
soliloquy in his book explaining how
successful people go to church and how
church encourages habits that make people
successful.

Ryan Burge, a mainline Protestant pastor
and insightful political science professor,
has written a number of things on the
relationship between college attendance and
religious service attendance. His

website GraphsAboutReligion contains, as
one might hope, some very interesting
graphs about religion. He summarizes the
situation:

When it comes to religious
attendance in the United States,
there’s basically no empirical
evidence to point to the fact that
education makes one less likely to
attend. If anything, there’s a decent
case to be made for the opposite:
educated people are the most likely
to report weekly religious
attendance.

More recently, Burge made “this point
abundantly clear: education leads to more
weekly attendance. For both men and for
women. Among people without a high
school diploma, about 16% attend weekly.
Among those with a graduate degree it’s
29% of men and 26% of women.”

In some ways, this still seems counter-
intuitive to me as a graduate of two state
schools. Liberal, atheist professors pushing
their personal agenda at secular universities
do not sound particularly likely to increase
students’ faithfulness. There is obviously

something more at work with the link
between college attendance and religious
service attendance.

Professor Burge notes the winning formula
for religiosity includes college education
and other expected attributes:

Religion in the United States has
become a haven for those who have
done everything “right”

College degree
Middle class income
Married

Children

That’s the clear and unmistakable
story from the data. And it’s bad for
democracy and religion.

Burge went so far as to say that religion is
now a luxury good. In this regard, it’s not
that college builds faith, but college is often
a part of a formula for a middle or upper
middle class life. Or perhaps some of the
attributes that help a person graduate
college—the ability to consistently get out of
the door in the morning also make them
more likely to get to church or have a stable
income.

As a college-educated parent with a college-
educated spouse, I do understand how that
formula works. Perhaps this will change in
the future given the high cost of college in
the U.S. and its dubious economic benefits.
If my kids wanted to attend a trade school
(particularly a Catholic trade school) or
start a business rather than go to college, I
may have practical concerns, but I won’t be
worried about their faith suffering as a result
of not going to college.
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J.C. Miller

Higher education, stronger faith? Challenging assumptions about college and religion — Catholic
World Report
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Curriculum Permeation

Theory and Practice

Despite the overwhelming success and
global contributions of Catholic schools,
Catholic education within the United States
has been repeatedly called into question.
One of the major concerns about the
sustainability of Catholic education is the
concern over Catholic identity. Given the
notable decrease in the quantity of teaching
clergy and religious and an increase in the
number of non-Catholic students and faculty
in Catholic schools, many of those involved
in Catholic education are looking for ways
to enhance the Catholic identity of their
schools. The most high-impact way to
enhance Catholic identity is through
curriculum permeation.

Curriculum permeation refers to enhancing
the Catholic identity within the academic
curriculum. Let’s first talk about what
curriculum permeation isn’t: It is NOT a
Theology takeover. It is rather a
collaborative effort to find ways of
enhancing Catholic identity using the
established content of the discipline being
taught in ways that play to the comfort and
strengths of the given teacher. The goal is
for the classroom teacher, in whatever
content area, to organically enhance what he
or she is already doing by discussing
relevant Catholic ideas, figures, events or
documents. Curriculum permeation is not
cookie-cutter. It is looking at education as an
art more than as a science.

Within the art of teaching, there is room for
multiple approaches to curriculum
permeation. [ would like briefly to share
three approaches to curriculum permeation

that might be helpful: Catholic Foundational
Documents approach, Interdisciplinary
Assessment approach, and Values-Infusion
approach.

Catholic Foundational Documents
Approach (CFD)

CFD refers to the approach of asking
teachers to specialize or develop expertise in
a particular Catholic document pertinent to
the subject area and then organically build
ideas from that document into their course
content. CFD approach would require that
teachers be familiar with the content of
either a relevant papal encyclical or the lives
and writings of saints who might be relevant
to the discipline. The ideas from the papal
document or relevant saints could be used as
an introduction to content being taught, as
the basis for a summative or formative
assessment or as part of a recursive theme
the students are regularly asked to reflect
upon throughout the class.

Interdisciplinary Assessment Approach
(IA)

IA refers to the approach of asking theology
teachers to team-teach lessons with other
teachers of other disciplines to show the
inter-weaving of the faith with the course
content. [A approach would require theology
and non-theology teachers to develop good
working relationships. It would require
intensive planning and dialogue concerning
what parts of the theology content would
make the best cross-curricular unit match
and with which discipline. What topics
might science and theology have in
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common? What topics might history and
theology have in common? Where and when
could each of theology’s learning objectives
be brought to bear in a way that enriches the
other disciplines?

Values-Infusion Approach (VI)

VI refers to the approach of making a set
curriculum where Catholic themes, learning
objectives and essential knowledge are
represented within the course sequencing of
each department that teachers are expected
to teach effectively within the course content
native to the subject at hand. VI could take
the form of the teacher developing a
recursive theme for the class—setting the
context of the subject matter from a Catholic
perspective, such as providing detailed
answers for why we are studying this
content or picking a big-picture idea (like a
theme of Catholic social teaching) to which
each educational unit can connect. VI could
also take the form of developing a particular
learning objective for the class, such as
providing practical applications of the
content that could help the student live a
Catholic life in the world today or asking
students to apply the subject matter in a way
that accords with a Catholic vision of the
world. Finally, VI could take the form of
incorporating essential Catholic knowledge,
such as: discussion of relevant readings,
figures, works of art, ideas or historical
contributions that showcase the positive
Catholic contributions to the world. Perhaps
it could also take the form of anti-Catholic
myth-busting.

Some Quick Examples

To show that implementing any of these
approaches is possible, here are a couple of
different approaches taken by teachers I
have worked with in the past year.

One computer science teacher was
concerned that students who finish the class
have to demonstrate the application of
computer science principles for the good of
others. So, he offered a summative
assessment.

This assessment presented the students with
different scenarios that represented different
principles of Catholic social teaching. The
students were asked to pick one of the
scenarios and write a “shark tank™ pitch for
a computer program that would help solve
the problem posited in the scenario.

One Latin teacher decided to use the
strategy of a recursive theme. He was
concerned that students have a greater
awareness of the differences between pre-
Christian and post-Christian Roman culture.
So, he dedicated the class time reserved for
discussions of Roman culture to lectures and
readings that demonstrated this theme.
Topics of instruction included: differences in
thinking about the virtues, the poor and
vulnerable populations and roles of women.

Finally, one U.S. History teacher wanted to
include essential Catholic knowledge. He
had the students read In Supremo
Apostolatus by Pope Gregory XVI during
his unit on slavery to showcase Papal
disapproval, discussed the episode of the
San Patricio defection during the Mexican
War to highlight 19th-century anti-Catholic
bigotry, exposed the students to Catholic
figures who criticized industrialization and
helped the vulnerable in the Gilded Age and
asked the students to consider the spiritual
problems of Communism during the Cold
War rather than merely the material
problems of it.

Curriculum permeation enhances learning
and Catholic identity by encouraging the
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students to make connections between the again for students and teachers in authentic
target content and higher ideas. It is a way to ways.
make faith and the target content come alive

Deacon Kenneth Scheiber

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/fall 2024/curriculum_permeation.html
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This College Choir Forms Students in Church’s Vision of Sacred Music

Cappella enlists students on scholarship and turns them into ambassadors of beauty.

It was still more than a week before most
students arrived on campus. Twenty young
men and women gathered in the Chapel of
Our Lady of the Annunciation at the
University of Mary in Bismarck, North
Dakota. They were all singers -- sopranos,
altos, tenors and basses -- and there were
there for what was billed as a 10-day
training camp/retreat for a new choir called
Cappella.

After the first day, some of the students, who
came from all around the country, began
thinking of the “retreat” more as a “boot
camp,” the kind of ultra-strict training
recruits undergo to turn them into soldiers.

That’s not to say the experience -- in August
2021 -- was unpleasant. Members of
Cappella today remember their initial time
together as the beginning of special
friendships, as getting right to work in
learning good habits for professionalism,
and most importantly, perhaps, the
beginning of a formation in the mission of
Cappella.

Before he arrived, Marshall Milless, a
communications major, pictured himself
spending time in adoration, sharing in small
groups, and singing praise and worship
music.

“I thought it was just going to be community
bonding,” Milless told Aleteia.

Indeed, there were community building
exercises and the kind of spiritual activities

one might expect on a retreat. But there
wasn’t much time to rest.

“We get our folders out and then we have
like one piece of music. It's like, "Well, this
1s beautiful,” Milless recalled of the first
day. “And then we get more music. More
music. More music. More music. I'm not
certain how many pieces we had. I don't
know, maybe like 20 or 30 pieces of
repertoire.”

He estimates that the 20 singers were in the
choir stalls once used by the university’s
founding Benedictine Sisters for a good six
to eight hours a day.

Milless, who sings first tenor, compared the
experience to preseason training for college
football players.

It’s an appropriate comparison, because, like
athletic programs at many schools, Cappella
members attend the university on
scholarship. And, while college football has
quasi-religious overtones for many fans,
Cappella’s reason for being is to serve the
mission of "U Mary" through its campus
ministry.

Conceived in lockdown

The intensive 10 days of training prepared
Cappella not only to sing at the very first
Masses of the academic year, as Rebecca
Raber, the choir’s conductor, pointed out,
but laid the groundwork for a year of music-
making for various campus events and
appearances in the United States and
Europe.
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Cappella is the brainchild of university
president Msgr. James P. Shea. It was an
idea conceived during a time when fear of
spreading an airborne disease led to multiple
restrictions on public worship, including, in
many churches, a “ban” on singing.

“The experience of the COVID-19
pandemic was a time during which I
think we all came to know more
deeply the true value of so much that
we take for granted in our lives,”
Msgr. Shea told Aleteia. “On our
campus at the University of Mary,
the essential role and beauty of
sacred music in our Eucharistic
worship as Catholics has always
been acknowledged. But those
difficult months were a time for us to
ask, “When this is over, how can
vocal music in our worship of God
return in ways that we might not
have ever imagined? How can we
make sure we don't pass through this
tough time without a fundamental
transformation, without allowing
God to do something new and
surprising in and through us?’"

“That hope, in brief, was the origin of
Cappella,” Msgr. Shea said.

Raber, in an interview, added, “Because the
music of our worship was silenced for so
long because of COVID, Msgr. Shea came
up with this idea to return back to not only
normal, but asked what we could do to bring
it to the next level. And he came up with this
idea of having a choir where the students
came from all around the country, and there
would be scholarships like college athletes
to come and sing sacred music.”

Msgr. Shea and Raber, who is assistant
professor of music and fellow in Catholic

Studies at U Mary, had known each other
since their own undergraduate days. The
university president asked Raber, a veteran
music educator, for her reaction.

“I just thought what a remarkable
opportunity to be able to use sacred music in
such an important way,” she said. “I mean,
the early Church Fathers knew that sacred
music could send a message. Music could
write on your heart the stories of the Old and
the New Testament and help those that are
worshiping in their spiritual formation and
their praising of God. And so it's very fitting
that we could devote so much time and
energy to a vision for sacred music for not
only our church at the University of Mary,
but whomever we sing for around the
country and around the world.”

Sharing beauty with the world

Cappella sings at two Sunday Masses on
campus and for Solemn Vespers every
afternoon. To increase congregational
participation and to “heighten our worship,”
as Raber puts it, Cappella’s website has the
music for services on it, including simple
recordings that allow folks who don’t read
music to learn the melodies. As well, the
choir leads occasional training sessions for
the general campus public.

Aside from on-campus singing, Cappella
takes its music on the road to places like the
Twin Cities in Minnesota, where they
perform at an Advent music festival

called Luminosa.

The styles of the music Cappella performs
range from the chant of the “very early
Church all the way to things that have been
composed this week,” Raber said, noting
Cappella’s practice of commissioning new
music.
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“I think it's important that as music
ministers, we recognize that the
treasures of the Church span all ages
because God's gifts are limitless,”
she said.

Many of those “treasures” have had a focus
on the Eucharist, and when the US bishops
announced plans for a Eucharistic Revival,
Raber was inspired to contribute musically.

“That's where I started the initiative to
commission two composers to write us
Eucharistic works, so that they can be added
as treasures of the Church,” she said.

European tour

In May 2023, Cappella, along with the
music department, the concert band, and the
concert choir, traveled to Spain and France

to showcase those pieces of music — Michael

John Trotta’s Ave Verum Corpus, and Philip
Stopford’s O Sacrum Convivium. The tour
included performances at three sites in Spain
of Eucharistic miracles — Montserrat,
Zaragoza, and Ivorra. The group concluded
the tour by singing them at the tomb of St.
Thomas Aquinas in Toulouse, France.
Aquinas, of course, penned some of the
most beautiful Eucharistic hymns that the
Church still uses, including Pange

Lingua and Adoro Te Devote.

“Once the concert was done with the rest of
the students, Cappella went in and recorded
some of these Eucharistic pieces so that we

would have a record of those things,” Raber
recounted.

A recording of those and other Eucharistic
hymns will be released soon, probably this
winter. The collection will feature
Eucharistic fervorinos from university
chaplain Fr. Dominic Bouck and Msgr.

Shea, who spoke at the National Eucharistic
Congress in Indianapolis in 2024.

Fr. Bouck told Aleteia that hearing sacred
music at Mass “from young disciples who
are being introduced to the great tradition
for the sake of evangelization and salvation
of souls is a source of great gratitude for me
to God.”

For Kendall Alexander, a business
administration major who sings alto,
although being a member of Cappella is
hard work, it’s also very much a spiritual
experience.

“Every day, even in rehearsal, you
can hear the voice of God,” she

told Aleteia. “Maybe you're singing a
line in a song — a lot of our songs are
based on Scripture — so often it's a
line of Scripture and it hits you in a
certain way that it's never hit you
before. And maybe it's just the exact
words you needed to hear that day.”

Sowing seeds

Not every member of Cappella will go into
music professionally, but each year, about a
dozen alumni will go out into the world with
a firm foundation in the Church’s
understanding of sacred music. Some
Cappella alums, while working at their jobs,
might sing in church choirs or serve as
cantors. Some, like Mary Scherber, will
have a more direct opportunity to influence
the kind of music that parishioners hear and
sing and pray by. Scherber, who graduated
in April 2024 with a degree in music, is
director of music ministry at St. Jude of the
Lake parish in Mahtomedi, Minnesota.

“The pastor who originally hired me really
had a vision for turning the music back to
what the Church desires it to be, in line
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with Sacrosanctum Concilium [Vatican II’s
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy] and
different documents from Vatican II,”
Scherber told Aleteia. She was already
familiar with that vision from her four years
in Cappella.

“Being able to sing so much choral
music — [ probably sang 300 pieces
over the course of my time at U
Mary, such a rich treasure of music --
”” said Scherber, “and I got to explore
everything from Palestrina's
polyphony all the way through
African-American spirituals to
compositions that are being
composed today. I really got to
experience firsthand what the choral
repertoire looks like. And now as a
choir director, it gives me lots of
knowledge of pieces that are out
there that are great for sacred music
choirs like I have here at my parish.
And two, it gives me an inside
knowledge of what it is like to sing

John Burger

this piece, which makes it all easier
for me as a director now.”

Whether they become professional
musicians or not, the rigor of the training —
from the very beginning in “boot camp” —
has paid off for members and alumni. For
students like Marshall Milless, who expects
to graduate in May 2025, the resources and
time spent on bringing beauty to the Church
is well worth it.

“I'm just continuously blown away
by how impactful music is to us in
our faith and how important it is to
have good, sacred music,” he said.
“If we believe the Eucharist is the
source and summit of our faith, we
should put our money where our
mouth is and have the external
elements reflect that through music
and help capture the hearts of the
congregation. It moved my heart so
much.”

This choir forms students in Church's vision of sacred music
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Boy, 15, Builds Record-Breaking Statue of St. Augustine

Josue Benjamin Figueroa from Venezuela is using his talents to honor some of the Church's most
influential figures.

At the age of 15, Josué Benjamin Figueroa
uses his free time to create some very
impressive sculptures.

With a passion that started when he was
only four, Josu¢ has developed his skills to
create a contender for the Guinness World
Records: a 20-foot sculpture of a Church
Father, St. Augustine of Hippo.

The huge statue is made of fiberglass-
reinforced resin, which is reinforced by an
internal metal structure. It stands in the city
of Guacara in Carabobo State in Venezuela.

In order to get the project off the ground --
quite literally -- Josué relied on 10 people.
As he shared with Telemundo 51:

“Blacksmiths are needed to create the metal
structure precisely because it has to support
the weight of the clay to model and mount
the clay on the structure so that I can do the
modeling."

As Josué shared on his Instagram page:

Imagine how proud and happy I feel that
just a few years ago, I was making clay
dolls, and today this six-meter [20-foot]
sculpture of Augustine of Hippo that I made
is installed. It's incredible what practice,
dedication and discipline can do. It's so
important, you can achieve anything.”

Cerith Gardiner

He went on to share:

Today I present to you the largest sculpture
of Saint Augustine of Hippo in the world and
the largest sculpture made by a 15-year-old
boy.”

Josu¢ also shared with his Instagram
followers a little about St. Augustine.
However, while pointing out how the
Church Father's story of redemption is
remarkable, the young sculptor didn't add
that Augustine's mother, St. Monica,
demonstrated great patience in bringing her
wayward son to the faith -- the kind of
patience, no doubt, that Josu¢ had to rely on
while building such a large structure!

For those who are curious about the internal
structure, the young Venezuelan shared a
further video to give you a peek:

With St. Augustine in place, Josué is not
stopping. He is working on another great
saint, St. Anthony of Padua.

As a young man who previously won the
"Inspiration of the Year" award at the Kids'
Choice Awards in 2021 for his show E/
Taller de Josué -- Joshua's Workshop -- on
Nickelodeon, as reported in Church Pop,
hopefully he will inspire others to use their
talents for such a wonderful purpose!

Boy, 15, builds record-breaking statue of St. Augustine

44



https://www.telemundo51.com/noticias/venezuela/joven-escultor-venezolano-aspira-a-obtener-un-record-guinnes-con-sus-enormes-esculturas/2577483/
https://www.churchpop.com/15-year-old-builds-20-foot-sculpture-of-saint-augustine-for-the-guinness-world-records/
https://aleteia.org/2024/10/23/boy-15-builds-record-breaking-statue-of-st-augustine

Trump, Harris Differ Sharply on School Choice, a Key Issue for Many
Catholic Families

Republicans support and Democrats oppose educational choice programs, which help pay the
tuition of almost 14% of students who attend Catholic Schools.

While it has not garnered the attention that
the economy, immigration and abortion have
generated, school choice — an important
issue for many Catholic families concerned
about the state of their local public schools
— serves as another clear separator in this
year’s presidential election.

Former president Donald Trump is for it and
has a governing record to back it up. Vice
President Kamala Harris opposes it and has
for more than a decade.

At an Oct. 10 campaign event in Milwaukee,
for example, Trump championed his
“universal school-choice policy,” saying he
believes it’s the “civil-rights issue of our
time.” The Republican Party’s platform also
promotes school choice.

While Harris has said little about school
choice during her truncated campaign, her
party’s platform stands firmly against it.

“We oppose the use of private-school
vouchers, tuition tax credits, opportunity
scholarships, and other schemes that divert
taxpayer-funded resources away from public
education,” the platform states.

In recent years, the school-choice movement
— broadly construed as the effort to return
education tax dollars to the families so they
can choose the best education option for
their children — has seen its popularity
explode across demographic categories and
geographic regions. Causes behind the surge

vary, ranging from parental dismay at the
poor academic achievement and sharply
ideological content in public schools, to a
desire for a more individualized education,
to concerns surrounding unequal access to
better performing private and charter
schools.

And while the Democratic Party’s close ties
with the teachers’ unions is likely to prevent
federal legislation on school choice to pass
in the next Congress, experts believe that
having an ally in the White House would
make it easier for the movement to flourish.

While declining to comment on an issue
being raised during a political campaign,
Chieko Noguchi, spokeswoman for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
told the Register, “The Catholic Church
teaches that parents are the first and primary
teachers of their children and know the
needs of their children best. In that regard,
the Conference supports public policies that
expand educational choice for families
because we believe that will benefit
education overall and better serve all
children.”

Numerous state Catholic conferences have
also signaled support for school-choice
legislation. Following the passage of a 2022
school choice bill in Arizona, for instance,
the bishops of the Arizona Catholic
Conference issued a statement saying, “We
strongly support a quality education for all
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children in Arizona and believe it is best to
have good district schools, charter schools,
private schools, and homeschool options.”

‘School-Choice Moment’

A June poll by RealClear Opinion Research
found that white, Black, Hispanic and Asian
voters all approve of school-choice
legislation within the range of 69% and
76%. This includes a clear majority among
voters who identify with either major
political party in both red and blue states. In
a highly polarized nation, the consensus
forming around school choice makes the
issue an anomaly.

At a recent conference called “Church and
State: Reimagining Faith Communities’
Role in K-12 Education” at the American
Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C.,
keynote speaker Nicole Stelle Garnett, a law
professor at University of Notre

Dame, relished the opportunities at hand for
school-choice advocates.

“After more than three decades of
incremental growth, the tide has turned in
the battle for parental choice and education;
we are in a school-choice moment,” she said
in her address. “We are in the school-choice
moment.”

In total, 32 states (plus the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico) now offer
programs that enable parents to use some
portion of their tax funds for the educational
avenues of their choice. Popular among
these mechanisms to enhance choice are
Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs),
which are publicly funded savings accounts
established for parents of K-12 students to
use at their discretion, and school vouchers,
in which funds typically used by school
districts are allocated to families in the form

of a voucher that can be used to pay for
tuition at a private or religious school. In
2023, the National Catholic Educational
Association found that 13.7% of Catholic-
school students use school-choice programs
to help pay tuition.

This November, voters in three states —
Colorado, Kentucky and Nebraska — will
vote on ballot measures related to school-
choice programs.

White House Impact

In early 2023, Sen. Tim Scott, R-

S.C., introduced school-choice

legislation called the Creating Hope and
Opportunity for Individuals and
Communities through Education (CHOICE)
Act to expand school-choice programs for
elementary and secondary school students.
The bill would have authorized the
Department of Education to award grants
that allow the parent of a child with a
disability to choose the best school for their
child, in addition to other school-choice
initiatives.

But with a Democrat, President Joe Biden,
currently occupying the White House, the
bill was dead on arrival.

According to Kathleen Porter-Magee,
managing partner of Leadership Roundtable,
a lay-led nonprofit that works in partnership
with Church leaders, the dispute between
factions on the political right on the
appropriateness of federal education
legislation notwithstanding — libertarians,
for instance, don’t believe the federal
government should be involved in
education, period — the presence of an ally
in the Oval Office can shape the national
conversation surrounding the movement in a
positive way.
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“If for no other reason, having a champion
of school choice in the White House is
helpful because of the president’s ability to
make a call to action for parental choice,”
she told the Register. “It can have a huge
impact on policies that get passed at the state
and local level.”

She also believes that having an opponent of
school choice in the White House can also
cause great harm to the movement.

“Democrats in general, the Biden
administration in particular, don’t support
school-choice legislation,” she said.
“Getting federal legislation is even an uphill
battle with a Republican administration. But
one definitely isn’t going to get signed into
law with a Democrat in the White House.”

For Garnett, the contrast between the first
Trump administration and the Biden
administration on school choice is stark.

“Biden has made life very, very difficult for
religious institutions, including schools,” she
told the Register. “He opposes parental
choice in education, opposes private school
choice and charter schools. Both Biden and
Harris do what the teachers’ unions tell them
to. The prior Trump administration certainly
supported school choice, including
supporting a federal program that would be
based on tax credits, which is pending in
Congress.”

According to EdChoice, a nonprofit school-
choice advocacy organization, only 39% of
the families with children enrolled in public
schools, which accounts for 80% of overall
national enrollment, want their children in a
public school. If given the choice, 36% of
families would send their children to private
schools, 9% to charter schools, and 8%
would home school. Advancing the priorities

of the school choice would help close this
gap between preferences and outcomes.

Why Should Catholics Care?

For Catholic parents in today’s public-
school climate, which has seen

content derived from critical race theory and
other ideological sources increasingly
dominate curriculum, the urgency of having
choice for the schooling of their children has
never been more urgent. And while both
home schooling and Catholic school
enrollment have seen an uptick following
the COVID-19 pandemic, the costs involved
are often too high for families, especially for
larger ones. As a result, many Catholic
families become “stuck” in schools that
underperform academically and teach
values, often in a compulsory way, that
contradict the tenets of the faith.

“Our Church teaches, and we believe, that
parents are the primary educators of their
children,” Garnett told the Register. “Parents
have the right and the duty to direct their
upbringing. And that includes, most
importantly, choosing schools where they
will be formed. The government has a duty
to provide the resources that enable them to
attend.”

Porter-Magee cites a century-old U.S.
Supreme Court decision, Pierce v. Society of
Sisters, in which the court struck down an
Oregon law that required all 8- to 16-year-
olds to attend public school, as evidence that
Catholics have always been leading the
charge for school choice.

“One quote from the decision, that ‘a child
1s not a mere creature of the state,’
encapsulates why Catholic education and
school choice is so important in our mission
and ministry as Catholics. The ability to
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raise our children in our faith is fundamental
and critical.”

Peter Laffin

Trump, Harris Differ Sharply on School Choice, a Key Issue for Many Catholic Families|

National Catholic Register
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Detroit Catholic School Unveils Cutting-Edge Science Wing

The state-of-the art STEM center gives century-old school yet another competitive advantage.

NOVI, Mich. — A brotherhood in the
Basilian tradition. A state-of-the art STEM
building. A flight simulator on campus.

Detroit Catholic Central (DCC) high school
offers all this — and more.

Having recently inaugurated its STEM
building, the staff and students are looking
forward to 100 more years of faith, as well
as academic and athletic prowess.

An airplane flyover was part of the grand
opening of the futuristic science building at
DCC on Aug. 11 that its donors and faculty
say is a first step towards a significant
expansion for an all-boys school that fosters
academic excellence and Catholic faith and
values under the guidance of the
Congregation of St. Basil. DCC was
founded in 1928. With an enrollment of
about 1,000 boys, it is the largest non-public
high school in Michigan.

Located in Novi, a suburb of the Motor City,
DCC opened its The George and Mary
Turek Hall of Science — a 57,000-square-
foot building for Science-Technology-
Engineering-Mathematics (STEM) that
features a robotics competition court,
engineering lab, machine shop, observatory,
greenhouse, eight science labs, and a full-
motion flight simulator. In interviews with
the Register, proud school leaders say the
addition is the envy of Michigan’s high
schools and even most colleges. It was
entirely funded by donations.

DCC is also a sports powerhouse, and 2024
was a banner year for the Shamrocks, who
brought home Division 1 trophies in hockey,
golf, lacrosse and wrestling. The school also
has swimming, football, and track and field
teams.

A Vision for the Future

DCC’s “Vision 100” plan for the new
building and future updates will ensure
success for the next 100 years, school
leadership proclaims. As part of the plan,
DCC purchased 149 acres this year adjacent
to campus, increasing its total acreage from
118 to 267. Envisioned are several playing
fields, a track, a hospitality building with
concessions, team room, bathrooms, and an
additional parking lot. It is slated to open in
2026.

At the inauguration, businessman and
principal donor George Turek, a 1966
alumnus and former Navy fighter pilot,
paraphrased the words of South African hero
Nelson Mandela, “Education is the most
powerful weapon to change the world. And
we’re going to change the world.”

“By any standard of measurement, our new
Hall of Science has broken from the past and
will forge a new playing field for teaching
the sciences at the secondary level and, dare
I say, the university level,” Turek said. He
added, “The old standard for teaching
science, technology, engineering,
mathematics, aviation, computer science —
and, dare I say, even e-sports — has been
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shattered in one fell swoop. We refuse to
repeat the past. We honor the past and
architectural style of our STEM building,
and academically we represent only the
future.”

Faith Bolsters Science

STEM department head Amy Ely told the
Register that students take three mandatory
years of science, including robotics,
computer assisted design, machining,
engineering, chemistry, physics and biology.
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are
offered. The school now has a sophisticated
RedBird full-motion flight simulator,
allowing students to work towards a pilot’s
license.

Senior Hayden Sawka said that the simulator
is an “amazing tool” towards his education.

Ely said, “I have not seen a classroom where
a teacher has not exemplified Catholic
values, showing their honor, trust, integrity,
help students and generally setting an
example. I don’t see how in a physics
classroom where teachers would talk about
specific Catholic values, but I can see that
they exemplify them and expect them based
on our tradition of ‘Goodness, Discipline,
and Knowledge.’”

DCC tuition costs $15,975 per year, with no
additional cost for materials, tutoring, and
early/late campus access. Thirty-three
percent of students receive scholarships
based on need, academics or sports. There
are discounts for families with more than
one son enrolled. According to its website,
about 30% of students received tuition
assistance in 2022, while 83% of new
families who applied received an average
grant of $5,200.

According to DCC Admissions Director
Jake Marmul, many alumni choose the
University of Michigan, but added, “In the
last few years we had one graduate each at
Princeton (DCC 2023) and University of
Pennsylvania (DCC 2021).” In 2024, seven
graduates out of 197 went on to local
community colleges, making for a 100%
college acceptance rate.

Guidance Counselor Patrick O’Brien said
academics and Catholic faith lead to
students’ success. “We have great teachers
and great leaders. They show accountability
and are good examples.” Seven counselors
on campus provide guidance in course
selection and college entrance exams, as
well as support for mental health and family
life. Students offer service as tutors to their
fellow Shamrocks.

Students, O’Brien said, can rely on teachers
and counselors to monitor social media and
technology, while cell phone use is
restricted. All-male education, according to
O’Brien, “can definitely help the boys to
focus on certain topics that have their
attention, but I also feel that it can allow
boys to let loose without having to impress
the opposite sex. It’s a more comfortable
environment especially as they grow up.
There are opportunities outside of the
school: dances and collaborating with other
schools. But I feel that in the schooling, 8 to
2:45 every day, in a large school like ours
they are here to focus on what they need to
focus on.”

Heritage of Faith

Founded in France in 1822, the Basilian
order is named for one of the early fathers of
the Church but is nearly extinct in its native
country. During a time of persecution of the
Church in France, the Basilians came to
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North America in the 1850s and began
founding schools and staffing parishes. With
headquarters in Canada, it ministers to DCC
and St. Thomas High School in Houston. It
has missions in Colombia and Mexico.

“No other congregation in the history of the
Church was founded by 10 men. They had
different personalities and characteristics.
That flows into why DCC has such a healthy
community and brotherhood. Those
founders made it work and it is part of our
ethos here to make it work. Basilians don’t
have a rule, like the Benedictines. Our
founding document is ‘The Basilian Way of
Life.” It is written to be exhortative and
inviting. That’s the way we live at DCC,”
school principal and chaplain Basilian
Father Patrick Fulton told the Register.

“We’re not forcing you. We’re inviting you,
in freedom,” he said. As testimony to the
success of the Basilian approach, he noted
that 21 students entered into full communion
with the Church this year.

Putting Faith Into Action

Students take mandatory courses in
theology, which can include ecclesiology,
Church history and sacramental theology.
DCC grad Father John Vinton, current
chaplain at Gabriel Richard High School in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, recalled for the
Register that he studied Church doctrine,
adding: “I led the Kairos retreat then, and it
helped me to share my faith with others,

Martin Barillas

helping and leading others to Christ.
Attending daily Mass was also helpful.”

A stand-out student at DCC this past year
was Javier Farfan-Morales, a National Merit
Scholar of Guatemalan parentage who
started this fall at the University of
Michigan. “It changed my life,” said Farfan-
Morales, a soccer player and band member,
of his education at DCC.

“My life is like a pyramid, founded on my
family, to which I have added my efforts and
what I learned at DCC,” he told the Register.
Validating Father Fulton and staff, Farfan-
Morales underscored how important the
DCC “brotherhood” was for his studies and
spiritual development. For example, he said,
“As a National Merit Scholar, I tutored
fellow students twice a week, especially
math and Spanish.” His father, Fernando
Farfan, was also impressed by the school,
explaining, “This program is what makes
Father Fulton most proud because it has
improved the students’ overall success and
makes the school different.”

Donor George Turek said at the
inauguration, “Catholic Central’s first 100
years were great. Our second will be
spectacular,” adding, “We are committed to
excellence, both in the classroom and on the
field, and we are 100% dedicated to
producing men with ethics, morals, values
and character who will lead our nation into
the future.”

Detroit Catholic School Unveils Cutting-Edge Science Wing — EWTN Global Catholic

Television Network
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Open-And-Go Lesson Plan for St. John Paul II’s Feast Day

Ready to share the story of St. John Paul II? Perfect for a homeschool parent, catechist, Catholic
school teacher, or anyone who works with kids.

Ready to share the story of St. John Paul II
with kids?

Whether you’re a homeschool parent, a
school parent, a catechist, or a Catholic
school teacher, you can use this plan to give
a quick and memorable lesson about this
amazing modern-day saint.

Before beginning, I recommend getting a
copy of The Story of Saint John Paul II: A
Boy Who Became Pope. It’s the best kid-
friendly biography out there, beautifully
written and capturing the essence of his life
and mission.

For hands-on learners, print a coloring
page about the life of St. John Paul II or
assemble drawing supplies for this
wonderful “how to draw St. John Paul II”
video:

https://voutu.be/KaT1q6eWGTM

If you are in a time crunch or just want to
put this lesson on autopilot, just use that
drawing video above. The narrator shares
facts about his life and it’s a perfect school-
day “brain break” with a little learning.

For a longer lesson, here are a few more
resources.

{1} Share who St. John Paul IT was

Read 4 Boy Who Became Pope, or watch
this video about his life for kids from
EWTN below:

https://voutu.be/mev-CxFXvyRE&

Or skip the video and read aloud this
biography:

Pope St. John Paul II was born Karol
Wojtyla (voy-TIH-wah) in the small
Polish town of Wadowice. His
mother and brother died when he
was a child, and his father died when
he was 19.

He loved acting in plays and wanted
to become an actor, but felt God
calling him to be a priest instead,
even though it was a dangerous thing
to be at the time. He lived during
World War II, when the Nazis
invaded Poland, so he had to study
for the priesthood secretly in an
“underground” seminary established
by the archbishop of Krakow.

He was ordained to the priesthood in
1946. At the time, it was still not
very safe to be a Catholic in Poland,
so Father Karol would often
celebrate Mass up in the mountains
for his friends. He loved being
outdoors, camping, hiking, and
kayaking.

In 1964, Father Karol was appointed
archbishop of Krakow; just three
years later he was made a cardinal.
In 1978, Cardinal Wojtyla was
elected Pope. He took the name John
Paul I1. He began his papacy on Oct.
22 by telling the world, “Be not
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afraid”; his life showed everyone
that to change the world, we must
“cast into the deep for a great catch.”

Since St. John Paul II died less than 20 years
ago, many Catholic parents and teachers
might have our own memories of him, and
these would be wonderful to share with our
students.

{2} Talk about what you heard

After reading about him or watching a
video, briefly talk about his life together.
You might ask the following questions:

e What did you hear?

e Parts of his story were really sad, but
that’s what really happened to him.
What do you think helped him get
through those sad things?

e What are some of your favorite
things about St. John Paul II and his
story?

Theresa Civantos Barber

e Do you have any questions about St.
John Paul II?

You can also spend some time looking
through this list of 20 Images that prove St.
John Paul II was the coolest saint ever.
These images really help kids (and all of
us!) to see and understand this extraordinary
saint.

{3} End with a time of prayer together

Finally, close with prayer. You might light a
candle at this point to set aside this prayer
time as something special and sacred.
Together, you can pray, “Jesus, thank you
for giving the Church the gift of St. John
Paul II to lead us and love us for so many
years. St. John Paul II, pray for us!”

Finally, ask the kids if they want to add their
own prayer or song to Jesus before your
time of prayer ends.

Open-and-go lesson plan for St. John Paul II’s feast day
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Seattle Parish Transforms Convent into Affordable Housing for Mission-
Driven Teachers

St. Alphonsus Parish in Seattle’s Ballard
neighborhood has converted its former
convent into affordable living spaces for
young educators, creating a model that
blends community, spirituality, and mission-
driven teaching amid soaring housing costs.

The convent was vacated in 2021 when its
residents — sisters from the Society of Our
Lady of the Most Holy Trinity — decided
their mission was no longer being served in
Seattle and relocated to Texas. The convent
now offers private rooms and shared
common areas to teachers and ministry
professionals, usually within their first five
years of service. Rent is set at approximately
$900 per month, significantly below the
city’s average.

“It’s attracting the right people,” said Nick
Padrnos, the principal of St. Alphonsus
School. “Before, I was posting on job sites
like Indeed. Now we’re getting mission-
driven teachers who desire to share their
faith and are active members of the parish.”

“Having this housing means I have been
able to grow as a teacher, build
relationships, establish myself in my career
— while setting myself up for financial
success — and deepen my personal spiritual
life,” teacher resident Paulina Thurmann
said. “This community has been supportive,
walking with me in difficult and celebratory
times alike.”

Residents participate in weekly community
dinners, rotate responsibilities, and engage
in spiritual activities such as prayer and
meditation. The convent includes a chapel

with the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
where Mass is held once a month.

“Activities like weekly dinners mean we can
share in these joys and triumphs, understand
one another, and offer advice as we navigate
the difficult first years of teaching — not to
mention share recipes,” Thurmann added.
“Living in a space with not only a church
next door but a convent chapel means we
can routinely connect with God and bring to
him our daily prayers.”

The program has attracted educators from
both local and some out-of-state locations,
including classroom teachers and campus
ministers across schools in the archdiocese.

“Challenges? I don’t have enough job
openings for the amount of interest — a
good problem to have,” principal Padrnos
noted.

Funding for the refurbishment came through
collaboration with the Fulcrum Foundation,
which provided a $30,000 grant. Now in its
second school year with teachers residing at
the former convent, the project not only
offers affordable housing but also directs
rental income back into the parish.

“Since the first project at St. Alphonsus has
been successful, the program is expanding to
other areas of the archdiocese,”
archdiocesan spokesperson Helen
McClenahan told CNA.

There is currently a similar arrangement at
Seattle’s St. Catherine of Siena Parish, while
St. Bernadette Parish further south in the
city is planning to transform its unused
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convent into a dormitory for international
students attending a local Catholic high
school.

Maria J. Moriarty

Seattle parish transforms convent into affordable housing for mission-driven teachers — Catholic
World Report
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Five Recent Cases in The Pronoun Wars in Education

Those with “my way or the highway” mentalities demand absolute compliance with their
unyielding wills as they demonstrate their obliviousness to the religious and free speech rights of
educators.

Controversy abounds over the rights of
instructional personnel who avoid referring
to transgender students by names or
pronouns inconsistent with their birth sexes
because doing so would violate their First
Amendment rights to freedom of religion

and speech.

A recent law adopted in Colorado
mandates that teachers use students’
preferred pronouns regardless of their own
beliefs. And another in California bans
educators from informing parents whose
children wish to be referred to by names
other than those associated with their birth
sexes.

This column briefly highlights five recent
cases involving pronoun use in educational
settings and considers how those cases
impact freedom of religion and speech.
Litigation

On August 12, 2024, in Geraghty v. Jackson

Local School District Board of

Education, a federal trial court in Ohio
largely ruled in favor of a middle-school
English teacher. Vivian Geraghty had
resigned under pressure when her board
required her to use the preferred names and
pronouns of students “socially transitioning”
genders, even though this would have
violated her religious beliefs. Allowing the
suit to proceed, the court explained that
officials could not compel Geraghty to refer
to students in a manner inconsistent with her

faith because this was not part of her
ordinary duties as it was not her job “to
teach anything with regard to LGBTOQ
issues.” The court added that the board’s
name and pronoun practice violated the
teacher’s religious freedom rights by failing
to meet the constitutional standard of being
neutral and generally applicable.

Earlier, on July 8, 2024, a high school
English teacher in Wisconsin, in Cernek v.
Argyle School District, sued his board for
various claims, most notably, violating his
First Amendment right to the free exercise
of religion in not renewing his contract.
Ignoring the teacher’s religious objections,
the board refused to reemploy him for not
complying with its policy of using the
preferred names and pronouns of
transgender students.

The Supreme Court of Virginia’s December
2023 judgment in Viaming v. West Point
Board of Education upheld the religious
freedom and speech rights of a popular,
tenured high school French teacher. The
board fired Peter Vlaming for
insubordination over his unwillingness to
call a biological female “transitioning” to
male by the student’s preferred male
pronouns. Reversing earlier orders in favor
of the board, the court decided that it
violated the teacher’s rights to free

speech and due process.
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Moreover, the court reinstated Vlaming’s
claim that officials violated his right to the
free exercise of religion, reasoning they
could not compel him to speak in a way
inconsistent with his beliefs. On September
30, 2024, the board agreed to pay the
teacher $575,000 in damages and attorney
fees, remove his firing from his employment
history, and change its policies to be

meet Virginia’s new education

standards safeguarding parental rights to
direct the upbringing of their children.

In July 2023, in Kluge v. Brownsburg
Community School Corporation, the
Seventh Circuit vacated its original opinion
upholding a judgment in favor of the board
wherein a high school music-orchestra
teacher in Indiana resigned rather than have
it terminate his contract because he referred
to students by their last names rather than
their preferred pronouns due to his religious
objections to transgenderism. The court
found that the board violated John Kluge’s
rights by reversing its original willingness to
accommodate his beliefs by using students’
last names in directing him to use pronouns
in a way inconsistent with his beliefs.

Previously, in March 2021, in Meriweather
v. Hartop, the Sixth Circuit ruled in favor of
a philosophy professor in Ohio in a
controversy over pronouns. Reversing an
earlier order in favor of campus
administrators, the court reasoned that they
violated the Christian faculty member’s
right to academic freedom in sending him a
written reprimand claiming he failed to
comply with university policies requiring
instructors to address transgender students
by their preferred pronouns.

Impact

Taking a broader view, these cases on
pronoun use represent the latest skirmishes
in the continuing culture wars. Those with
“my way or the highway” mentalities
demand absolute compliance with their
unyielding wills as they demonstrate their
obliviousness to the twin First Amendment
rights of religious and free speech rights of
educators. In sum, these disagreements boil
down to a clash over beliefs and values. It
thus remains to be seen whose values will
prevail, those of believers defending their
faiths, not letting themselves be compelled
to communicate messages inconsistent with
their values, or those of activist officials
seeking to trammel the religion and speech
rights of educators with whom they
disagree.

Of course, all students deserve respect, but
is it just for officials to compel people of
faith to ignore their constitutionally
protected beliefs in obligating them to use
students’ preferred pronouns?

What do educational officials hope to
accomplish as they seek to compel educators
to ignore their religious and speech rights by
using pronouns inconsistent with their
faiths? It is unclear why administrators are
so inflexible in demanding that educators
forfeit their rights, preventing them from
living out their faiths freely. In fact, as
evidence of their unwillingness to
compromise in Viaming, Kluge,

and Meriweather, officials stridently
refused, for example, to allow educators to
use last names rather than refer to students
via pronouns.

These activists masquerading as educational
officials won’t acknowledge that
instructional personnel, whether in K-12
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schools or higher education, do not “shed
their constitutional rights to freedom of
speech or expression at the schoolhouse
gate.” Consequently, educators cannot be
forced to speak in ways violating their
religious beliefs. At the same time, the
litigation reflects how these pronoun
activists miss the (apparently
unintended)irony of their behavior, as they
lack the very tolerance they expect from
others when faced with views different from
their own.

[lustrating the importance of the
fundamental constitutional rights in play in
these disputes, the Viaming court pointed
out that “[i]t would be alarming indeed to
think that in the Commonwealth of Virginia,
a religious person needs a constitutional

Charles J. Russo

right merely to hold a silent belief or opinion
that does not change a thing he does or does
not do.” This observation should serve as a
reminder for educational officials to respect
the diversity of perspective of teaching
personnel, including on religion, rather than
insisting on rigid conformity with the
politically correct flavors of the day, as long
as they perform their duties well.

At this point, it is unclear where the
apparent judicial consensus emerging

in Vlaming, Kluge, and Meriweather leads,
while waiting to see

how Geraghty and Cernek play out.
Hopefully, legislative responses addressing
pronoun use will ensure educators’ freedom
of religion and speech by not forcing them
to violate their deeply held beliefs.

Five recent cases in the pronoun wars in education — Catholic World Report
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Britain’s Cathedral Choirs and Choral Legacy Endangered by VAT On
Private Schools

The recently announced plans of the UK
government to apply VAT to private schools
could pose a direct threat to the future of
cathedral choirs.

It means a 1,000-year legacy of priceless
choral education could be imperilled,
amounting to an “unthinkable” loss for
British culture, Peter Kingston, Musical
Director of Somerset Choral Society and
former organist of Downside

Abbey, writes in the Daily Telegraph.

For centuries, children with musical gifts
have had their lives transformed through the
opportunity to join cathedral choirs, many of
whose places were made possible by
scholarships that relied on private schools
having an exemption from VAT. But that
access may soon be out of reach for many
come the end of the exemption from next
January thereby adding 20 per cent tax on
current costs.

This could, warns Kingston, as do others,
directly affect the quality of Britain’s choral
tradition.

“There 1s no doubt in my mind that if choir
schools are placed under any threat of
existence, the whole tradition of English
choral music will be at risk,” Yvette Day,
head of King’s College School, Cambridge,
and chairman of the Choir Schools’
Association, tells the Telegraph.

For Catholics, it means the music that assists
the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy could
likely suffer, and, in turn, the beauty of the
worship it offers to God. While many
children from poorer Catholic families could

be prevented from reaching their full
musical potential.

Cathedral choirs are not only educational
institutions, but also integral to Britain’s
musical and Christian legacy.

The choir schools associated with Britain’s
cathedrals provide children between the ages
of 8 and 13 with unparalleled musical
training, offering them the opportunity to
sing in some of the most prestigious and
beautiful settings in the country.

Cathedral choirs have produced generations
of talented musicians, singers, conductors
and composers, some of whom go on to
have international careers in music.

A recent survey of parents at Wells
Cathedral School, one of the country’s most
prestigious institutions, revealed that the
addition of VAT could result in a 30 per cent
drop in pupil numbers, reports

the Telegraph.

“It will be devastating,” says Alastair Tighe,
the school’s head. “We will see successive
future generations of children unable to
realise their talent and potential in the way
their predecessors have done.”

This reduction in enrolment would not only
affect the choirs themselves but also the
broader musical culture of the country.
Without a steady influx of talented
choristers, cathedral choirs may struggle to
maintain the high standards of musical
excellence for which they are renowned.

In addition, the outreach programs many
cathedrals run, whereby organists and choir
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directors visit local primary schools to
identify potential talent, could also be
affected. With fewer places available in
choir schools, there will be less incentive to
seek out children from diverse backgrounds,
and who will lose out on being given the
opportunity to join these choirs.

The potential decline in cathedral choirs
comes at a time when England’s musical
culture is already under strain, Kingston
describes. The absence of choral singing in
many state schools and the decline of parish
church choirs has “severely reduced the
number of youngsters reaching adulthood
capable of part singing”.

As a result, cathedral choirs have become
one of the last bastions of this tradition.
Without them, a significant part of
England’s choral heritage could be lost.

Cathedral schools are already struggling to
offer scholarships to students from more
modest backgrounds. At Wells, the annual
boarding fees for Year 9 students are
currently just under £42,000. Even with
existing scholarships and additional
financial assistance, many families simply
cannot afford these fees.

Historically, cathedral choir schools have
been able to offer generous scholarships,
often funded by ancient endowments, to
ensure that talented children from all
backgrounds had access to this life-changing
opportunity. However, over the years, the
soaring costs of education have placed
increasing pressure on these resources.
Today, most choir schools are reliant on a
combination of scholarships, bursaries and
private funding to cover the high cost of
education.

At present, many cathedrals are still able to
subsidise a significant portion of their
choristers’ educations. For example,
Chichester Cathedral covers 25 per cent of
the boarding fees for its 20 choristers, and
for 17 of those students, additional financial
assistance is provided, allowing them to
attend regardless of their families’ financial
circumstances.

Once the new tax is introduced, though,
many choir schools may no longer be able to
offer the necessary financial aid to families,
meaning that only the wealthiest parents will
be able to afford to send their children to
these institutions. This will severely limit
the talent pool from which these schools can
draw, with fewer middle- and working-class
families able to afford the fees.

If the number of choristers declines and the
quality of these choirs diminishes, it will not
only affect Britain’s cultural standing but
also its global reputation as a leader in
choral music.

British cathedral choirs are recognised
worldwide for their excellence, and many
have achieved international acclaim. Choirs
such as those at Westminster Cathedral,
Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral and
King’s College Cambridge are considered
among the finest in the world. These choirs
regularly perform for audiences around the
globe and are often held up as examples of
the best that British choral music has to
offer.

But with the VAT imposition, the risk is that
many talented children from modest
backgrounds will no longer have access to
the world-class musical training provided by
these institutions. This, in turn, could lead to
a decline in the number of cathedral choirs,
putting at risk a centuries-old tradition that
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is central to England’s cultural and musical
heritage.

Thomas Edwards

Britain’s cathedral choirs and choral legacy endangered by VAT on private schools - Catholic

Herald
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Catholic Schools in Lebanon Stand Resilient Amid War

War and widespread displacement,
compounded by an economic crisis, have
pushed Lebanon’s education system to the
verge of collapse. Approximately half of
Lebanon’s public schools have been
converted into shelters for people displaced
by war there, leaving many children without
access to education. But amid this
catastrophic situation, Catholic schools
stand as beacons of hope.

Father Mouin Saba, president of College des
Apotres (the Apostles School) in Jounieh, a
coastal city in the Keserwan District about
10 miles north of Beirut, told ACI Mena,
CNA’s Arabic-language news partner, that
about 75% of Catholic schools in Lebanon
are open today.

“Catholic schools in some regions, like the
south and the Bekaa Valley, as well as other
areas prone to disruptions, have temporarily
closed their doors due to recent challenges,”
he said. “However, about 75% of our
schools still teach in person. If it becomes
necessary, we will switch to remote learning.
The main issue today is with public schools,
not private ones. We thank God that our
private Catholic schools are functioning
well.”

Founded by the Congregation of Lebanese
Maronite Missionaries, College des Apdtres
welcomes students of all faiths without
distinction or privilege. Saba emphasized the
importance of opening the Catholic schools.

“As Christians, we believe we are called to
spread hope and life,” he said. “This can
only be manifested through our daily
actions, whether in personal or community
life. Today, Lebanon faces severe

challenges, but through education, we have
the opportunity to spread hope and life. This
is a type of Christian resilience, built on the
belief that Lord Jesus Christ came, even in
times of crisis, to help spread hope and faith
in human societies.”

The foundation of Lebanon’s Catholic
school system can be traced back to the
Pontifical Maronite College in Rome,
established by Pope Gregory XIII in 1584 to
train Maronite priests. Many of these priests
returned to Lebanon and established
numerous schools throughout their
homeland. Following in their footsteps,
missionaries from various European
Catholic orders expanded the educational
landscape by setting up Catholic schools
across Lebanon.

Cardinal Bechara Boutros Rai, the Maronite
patriarch of Antioch, frequently emphasizes
the significance of Catholic education,
consistently describing Lebanon’s Catholic
schools as “one of the pillars of Lebanon.”

War-torn classrooms

Noelle El Hajj, a middle school teacher,
emphasized the vital role of Catholic schools
in these troubled times.

“History seems to be repeating itself,” she
said. “I was a child during the civil war. We
often lost months of education and were
forced to stay home due to the fighting. So
much potential and so many dreams were
wasted. It impacted the curriculum and
overall educational quality. I don’t want the
current generation to endure the same fate.
The repercussions of poor or missed
education are long-term and devastating.”
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She recounted how, during her own
childhood, she had to switch schools to
avoid losing an academic year.

“In the *70s and ’80s, my education was
interrupted many times,” she recalled. “I
was about 14 and had been home for
months. I was in a public school that had
been closed for some time. Midyear, my
parents transferred me to a Catholic school,
where I was able to attend classes and
complete the academic year.”

Catholic schools in Lebanon are recognized
for providing an excellent level of
education, with courses taught in three
languages — Arabic, French, and English.

Graduates from these schools frequently go
on to attend some of the world’s most
prestigious universities. In light of this, El
Hajj expressed concern: “We have a robust
education system; it would be devastating to
lose it to a war we never agreed to enter — a
war we don’t want.”

This ongoing crisis marks the sixth
consecutive year of significant educational
disruptions for Lebanese children.
According to the World Bank, the repeated
interruptions in education are expected to
have long-lasting effects, with recovery
potentially taking generations.

El Hajj reflected on the questions her
students frequently ask her about the war.

“They ask me when the war will end, if our
area will be affected,” she said. “Some tell
me their homes in their hometowns were
destroyed. Others have become amateur
geopolitical analysts, discussing how major
global powers are using our land for their
conflicts.”

Rich in spirit, strained in resources

The Lebanese Ministry of Education has
indicated that due to Israeli airstrikes,
roughly 40% of the country’s 1.5 million
students have been displaced.

Saba said his school has welcomed
displaced students, but their capacity to help
is limited.

“In the Gospel, it is said, ‘Render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto
God the things that are God’s.” State
institutions have their roles, and when it
comes to displacement, it’s primarily a
matter for the state to address,” he
explained. “Displaced persons should be in
locations regulated by the state because
international aid Lebanon is receiving now
is directed there or to NGOs
[nongovernmental organizations], not to
Catholic schools. The important thing is not
just the aid that comes from outside but what
actually reaches the displaced. Aid needs to
be organized, and its distribution must be
handled seriously to ensure it reaches
everyone.”

Saba also said the country was already
facing a significant economic crisis and that
the majority of Catholic schools are
struggling. His school provides tuition aid to
half of its students.

“The Christian community is rich in
humanity, faith, and national spirit but is
economically devastated,” he said.
“However, human nature is prevailing, and
people are sharing what is available.”

Calling for systemic solutions, he
emphasized the need for comprehensive
national action.
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“Lebanon needs rescue, not just aid,” he
said. “We need to restore the dignity of the
nation through the restoration of the state, as
we are losing the state ... Lebanon is paying
the price for the games of the great powers.”

He also noted that significant voices from
other sects in Lebanon, including the Druze,
Sunni, and Shia, have recognized that
without the Christian community, the
country would have faced a tremendous
disaster. He pointed to the critical roles
Christians have played across various

Romy Haber

sectors, including hospitals, schools, and
universities, and in the recent efforts to
welcome and assist displaced individuals.

Saba mentioned that Lebanon currently
lacks a president, who by constitution must
be a Maronite Christian.

“The Christian community in Lebanon has
lost many positions of influence,” he said.
“... One of the fundamental ways to help
Lebanon recover is through a strong return
of the Christian presence in the state.”

Catholic schools in Lebanon stand resilient amid war — Catholic World Report
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Norwegian Bishops And 30-Plus Christian Groups Sign Declaration Against
Gender Ideology

The Norwegian bishops have joined more
than 30 Christian communities in that
country in issuing a declaration in support of
“biological reality” and against movements
such as gender ideology and “queer theory.”

The Ecumenical Declaration on “Gender
and Sexual Diversity,” issued on Tuesday,
cites both “the confession of the Bible as the
word of God” as well as “biological reality”
in criticizing those movements.

In their statement, the 31 signatories —
including the Norwegian Catholic Bishops’
Council, the Norwegian Lutheran
Missionary Society, Foursquare Norway,
and the Value Alliance — point out

that there are “only two biological sexes:
male and female. A person’s sex is decided
at the moment of conception.”

“The idea that there is a subjective gender
and a self-chosen ‘gender identity’ that is
freely chosen and based on feelings is the
result of ideology and has no foundation in
biology or science,” the statement says.

In recent years in many countries,
authorities have promoted gender ideology
to young students. The signatories in their
letter describe it as “extremely problematic”
to “confront children and young people in
the classroom with the idea that there are
‘boys, girls, and other genders.’”

“This influence can lead to confusion,
insecurity, and destructive life choices for
many children and young people,” the
statement says.

The statement argues that “government
bodies and public authorities abuse their
mandate and power when they try to
pressure citizens and organizations to
conform to ‘queer theory’ in relation

to gender, sexuality, and marriage.”

In addition to its criticisms of gender
ideology, the statement also criticizes
artificial insemination and surrogacy, calling
their use “a breach of God’s creative will
and the rights of the child.”

“A human being is created from the egg of a
woman and the sperm of a man,” it says.
“Neither mother nor father or other family
members are dispensable or superfluous in
the life of a child.”

The signatories write that they are “against
bullying and exclusion, manipulation and
coercion, harassment and hatred, ostracism
and violence in all its facets,” but

they stipulate that they “will not make any
concessions at the expense of biblical truths,
even if these truths conflict with political
guidelines or current social trends.”

“We believe that much of what is known
under the modern terms ‘gender diversity’
and ‘sexual diversity’ is not based on
medical knowledge and natural science,”
they write. “This gender ideology is also
incompatible with our Christian faith and
understanding of reality.”

‘The Christian anthropological vision’

In a Tuesday interview with CNA
Deutsch, Trondheim Bishop Erik Varden,
chairman of the Nordic Bishops’
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Conference, said the declaration’s
background is based on the theology
behind a similar 2016 declaration on
marriage signed by about three dozen
Norwegian Christian groups.

“[1t] is important to show that the Christian
anthropological vision, its vision of what a

person is, what it means to be a woman or a
man, is consistent with empirical data,” the

bishop said. “A Christian understanding of

life is eminently concrete.”

“Trying to adjust reality based on personal
perception is a risky undertaking, especially
when it begins to make impossible promises
to the vulnerable, lonely, and wounded,” the
prelate pointed out.

The signatories “have no illusions about the
complexity of human life and relationships,”
the bishop said. “We want to accompany
complex situations compassionately and
creatively.”

Varden noted that a growing number of
people harmed by gender ideology are
beginning to speak out about it. He pointed
to the Tavistock gender identity clinic in

Daniel Payne

England, which for years treated children as
young as 10 who were experiencing gender
dysphoria with “puberty blockers” and
hormone treatments. The government closed
the clinic down in 2022 following a critical
independent review.

“The consequences of the Tavistock clinic
affair in England are a well-known example
of dealing with these injuries; it is by no
means the only one,” he said. “The choir of
voices that want to be heard is getting louder
and louder. That’s a good thing.”

The bishop said the signatories of the
letter are seeking to “contribute
constructively.”

“Our statement is neither angry nor over-
the-counter,” he said. “It arises, in prayer,
from our commitment to our nation and our
desire to build it.”

“We reaffirm the preciousness of life, every
person — in whom we want to recognize a
sister, a brother, a potential friend, by seeing
them as far as possible as God sees them,
that is, with immense hope,” he said.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259857/norwegian-bishops-and-christian-equal-grou

ps-sign-declaration-upholding-biological-reality-against-gender-ideology
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Teaching Toddlers (And Parents) How to Grow in Patience

Passing on Christian values to a 3-year-old can be challenging. Just as your child needs
patience to learn, you need to give yourself patience to teach them.

Teaching basic human and Christian values
to a three-year-old child is a profoundly
rewarding yet complicated, delicate task. At
this tender age, children learn primarily by
observing their environment and the actions
of those closest to them. Your own
behavior, therefore, becomes the most
powerful teaching tool. By modeling
kindness, empathy, and love in your daily
life, you can lay the foundation for their
moral and spiritual development. After all,
children learn more by watching than by
listening — and it’s your actions, more than
your words, that will resonate with them.

The first step in teaching these values is

to take on the role of role model. Simple
actions such as thanking others and speaking
kindly send a clear message. These everyday
moments are opportunities to live out
Christian virtues, and to “love your neighbor
as yourself” (Mark 12:31). The smallest
gestures reveal who you are — so try your
best to act kindly. These actions, repeated
consistently, help shape a child’s sense of
empathy and concern for others.

Introducing simple Bible stories at this stage
is also critical. Three-year-olds

are captivated by stories, and the Bible is
full of lessons that are appropriate for their
level of understanding. Start with stories that
emphasize love, compassion and kindness,
such as the Good Samaritan or Jesus
welcoming children. After the story, ask
them what they liked about the story, and
what do they think the story is about. This

allows them to relate what you just read to
their own experiences.

Patience, patience, patience.

Patience, however, is one of the most
difficult lessons to teach — and to learn as a
parent. At three years old, development is
slow and uneven. Children are learning to
make deeper sense of the world around
them, and mistakes are obviously bound to
happen. But these moments are crucial, not
only for teaching the child, but also for
teaching ourselves.

As parents, we must learn to

cultivate patience for their pace of
learning and development. When they
struggle to grasp a lesson, lose focus, or
make the same mistake over and over again,
it can be frustrating. However, this is a
reminder that the process is gradual, and our
role is to accompany them in this slow but
profound growth.

When toddlers act out, instead of reacting in
frustration, it’s important to remember that
this 1s part of their development. Teach them
about forgiveness and mercy by
demonstrating it in your own responses.
When they make mistakes, gently explain
why their actions weren’t right and
encourage them to apologize. Let them see
that forgiveness is a fundamental part of
life — not just asking for it, but also giving it
to others. It’s in these small, everyday
moments that children begin to understand
the deeper values of faith, mercy, and love.
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Above all, remember that you are on this
journey with them. Teaching values to a
young child is not a quick process —it’s a
daily, ongoing effort. And just as your child
needs patience to learn, you need to give
yourself patience to teach them.

Daniel Esparza

Recognize the slow beauty in their

development and embrace the fact that this
is a long journey, filled with opportunities to

grow together.

Teaching toddlers (and parents) how to grow in patience
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Australian Archbishop Urges Rejection Of ‘Equality Bill’ In New South Wales

Australian Archbishop Anthony Fisher of
Sydney says a proposed Bill in the state of
New South Wales “will have a direct impact
on people of faith, as well as vulnerable
women and children.”

The Equality Bill was introduced by
Independent Alex Greenwich in August
2023, and would end the current rules
allowing religious schools and organizations
to use their beliefs in employment policies.

The proposed legislation is strongly
supported by pro-homosexual and pro-
transgender organizations.

“Labor [the ruling party in New South
Wales] committed to these reforms before
coming to power but discrimination against
students and staff is still happening around
the country because of gaps in our laws that
allow religious schools to play by their own
rules,” said Anna Brown, the CEO of
Equality Australia CEO.

However, Fisher — who is currently in Rome
for the Synod on Synodality — said while the
Church sympathizes with all efforts to
discourage or forbid unjust discrimination
against LGBT people, “there is a troubling
anti-religious undercurrent in the bill.”

“For example, the bill proposes to remove
the few existing protections for religious
mstitutions from anti-discrimination lawfare,
including schools, healthcare, aged care,
welfare and pastoral services, while offering
no protections at all for individuals of faith,”
the archbishop said earlier this year.

Sydney is the capital of the state, which has
a population of around 8.3 million, making
it Australia’s most populous state.

Writing from Rome this week, Fisher noted
if the bill is passed, it would “see a number
of significant changes to our laws that will
have a direct impact on people of faith, as
well as vulnerable women and children.”

“More than 13,000 people responded to the
NSW parliamentary inquiry into the bill. Of
those, more than 85 percent asked our MPs
to reject it entirely. Additionally, the largest
online petition to ever be presented to the
Legislative Council also asked for it to be
voted down,” he wrote.

“Unfortunately, after hearing an
overwhelming ‘no’ from their constituents
more than once, a full parliamentary inquiry
and more than a year of being able to
consider its damaging implications, the
government refuses to oppose the bill,” the
bishop added.

He claimed, “under normal circumstances,”
a private members’ bill in parliament would
have expired months ago “but, remarkably,
it has remained on the table and now it looks
like it will be debated as early as next
week.”

In his earlier comments, Fisher noted New
South Wales and South Australia are the
only two states in Australia “where it
remains perfectly legal to discriminate
against a person on the basis of their
religious belief or activity.”

“In proposing to remove the only religious
protections, the bill would only enlarge the
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scope for discrimination against believers,”
the archbishop said.

He also said while prostitution has long been
legal in the state, there are certain
restrictions in place to “safeguard public
decency,” but the proposed bill would make
it permissible for a person to engage in
solicitation even outside a church or faith
school.

Fisher also noted the bill allows “self-
identification of sex” on official documents
such as birth certificates.

“This will not only put ‘women only’ spaces
at risk, but make it near-impossible for
religious communities to retain customs
regarding separation of sexes in prayer,
wedding only those of opposite sex,
ordaining only men, or schooling girls
separately from boys,” the archbishop said.

“It is one thing to disagree with world
religions on such matters, but quite another
to deny them the right to practice their faith

Charles Collins

by making official documents deceptive
regarding people’s biological or birth sex,”
he said.

Fisher said the bill also places vulnerable
groups at risk.

“Its proposals around commercial surrogacy
risk exploitation of women, especially in
poorer countries; while its proposals around
medical consent allow children to undergo
life-altering medical treatments without
parental consent, exposing children to
interventions they may well later regret. Just
when several overseas jurisdictions and
local experts are counselling caution
regarding gender-affirmative treatment of
minors and even an outright ban, this state
would be giving it the green light,” he said.

“The reality of this bill is that, in the name
of equality gains for a few, it proposes
reducing the rights of the great many with
faith and puts at risk some of the most
vulnerable,” Fisher said.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-oceania/2024/10/australian-archbishop-urges-rejection-of-equalit

y-bill-in-new-south-wales
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Colleges With Strong Catholic Identity See Record Enrollment In Fall 2024

Amid low enrollment at academic
institutions across the country, Catholic
colleges and universities with strong
Catholic identities have bucked the trend,
boasting high enrollment for fall 2024.

College enrollment has been declining since
2010 by approximately 12%. Enrollment at
private four-year colleges decreased

by 54% from 2010 to 2021. Meanwhile,
enrollment nationwide declined by 7% from
2019 to 2022.

But at 11 Catholic colleges, enrollment is
up, some with record enrollment rates. What
these thriving colleges have in common is a
“strong Catholic identity,” according to

the Newman Guide, an education resource
for Catholics by the Cardinal Newman
Society. CNA caught up with some of these
Catholic schools to ask their leaders why
they believe their schools are thriving.

University of Mary (North Dakota)

University of Mary in Bismarck, North
Dakota, had its largest incoming class for its
second year straight, the media relations
specialist for “UMary,” Tom Ackerman, told
CNA. This fall, enrollment increased from
3,805 students in 2023 to 3,861 students.

UMary Vice President for Public Affairs
Rachael Brash credited the growth to
UMary’s “authentic” Catholic identity.

“When you are mission-centric in
everything that you do for students, it
shows,” Brash told CNA. “It goes in direct
opposition to what’s happening in so many
parts of our culture today.”

UMary has 24-hour-a-day adoration at

its Benet Chapel and offers eight different
Catholic student groups, including the
Knights of Columbus and FOCUS.

“I think that the students, prospective
students, and their families are seeking
authenticity,” she said. “At the University of
Mary, what we hear the most out of our
students is that we are who we say we are.
And that’s why I think so many places,
including the University of Mary, are
succeeding in bucking against that trend of
declining enrollment. It’s because we have
kept ourselves ordered correctly and
understanding who we’re serving.”

“We want our students to feel like they come
home when they come to our campus,”
Brash said of UMary.

“We have an environment where we want
students to flourish throughout the whole of
their life,” Brash said. “And so our students
come prepared, not just with the current
relevant skill sets and the newest
technology, but the ability to understand the
world and interact in it in a way that is true
to both our mission, but that’s true to serve
them throughout the whole of their life.”

Belmont Abbey College (North Carolina)

Belmont Abbey College in Belmont, North
Carolina, just outside Charlotte, announced
its fourth-highest enrollment rates in the
college’s history. The college had a 2%
increase in enrollment since last year, with
1,687 students enrolled, including in-person
and online undergraduate and graduate
students.
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Belmont Abbey College as well as UMary
both feature maternity programs for student
mothers. Belmont’s maternity program for
pregnant college students is known as
MiraVia. UMary’s St. Teresa of Calcutta
Community for Mothers program made
headlines last year after its first student
mom graduated with her daughter.

“It’s providing these young mothers with a
great opportunity to go to school and get
their bachelor’s degree,” Brash said of
UMary’s program. “But we’re equally as
blessed to have these young children on our
campus and for students to be babysitting
them and for these mothers to be helping
each other and for their opportunity to go to
a job here on campus.”

“We talk about being pro-life, and of course,
you know this, that in our culture, that’s
talked mainly about abortion and end of
life,” she said. “But for life, so much of it
happens between birth and death.”

Franciscan University of Steubenville
(Ohio)

Franciscan University of Steubenville (FUS)
in Ohio has hit its 10th consecutive year of
record-breaking enrollment, John
Romanowsky, director of marketing and
media relations, told CNA. FUS welcomed
its largest-ever incoming class of 812
students. The university has a total of 3,977
students enrolled in both its in-person and
online programs.

At least four Masses are offered daily on
campus, often with standing room only,
Stephen Hildebrand, vice president for
academic affairs and a theology professor at
FUS, told CNA last December.

FUS has continued its growth
by launching a Washington, D.C., program

this fall for students that prioritizes
evangelization, formation, and bringing a
Catholic perspective to the capital.

The Catholic University of America
(Washington, D.C.)

The Catholic University of America (CUA),
America’s oldest Catholic research
university, experienced slight growth in
enrollment amid challenges, Vice President

for University Communications Karna
Lozoya told CNA.

“Like many Catholic universities
nationwide, this enrollment cycle presented
challenges in first-time fall enrollment due
to the well-documented FAFSA delays and
the resultant cost uncertainty,” Lozoya said.
“Despite these obstacles, we are pleased to
report a slight increase in overall student
enrollment.”

CUA has had increased interest in
applications as part of “an upward trend in
interest we’ve seen over the past several
years,” Lozoya noted.

Ave Maria University (Florida)

Ave Maria University in Florida also had
record-high enrollment in fall 2024 while
increasing its GPA standards for applicants.

“Students want to come here,” Susan
Gallagher, vice president of marketing and
communications, said, “especially when
they visit and see the Ave joy — joy in the
truth.”

Ave Maria also has the highest percentage of
Catholic students in more than a decade, at
93%.

University of Dallas (Texas)

Another university that has seen increased
enrollment is the University of Dallas,

72



https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256565/with-every-woman-how-catholic-maternity-homes-are-serving-mothers
https://www.umary.edu/admission-aid/scholarships/saint-teresa-calcutta-community-mothers
https://www.umary.edu/admission-aid/scholarships/saint-teresa-calcutta-community-mothers
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254378/moms-on-campus-what-are-catholic-colleges-doing-to-help-students-facing-unexpected-pregnancies
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254378/moms-on-campus-what-are-catholic-colleges-doing-to-help-students-facing-unexpected-pregnancies
https://franciscan.edu/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256378/catholic-higher-ed-in-2023-3-universities-who-thrived-and-1-who-decided-to-close-its-doors
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259207/franciscan-university-launches-new-hub-in-washington-dc-after-multimillion-dollar-gift

where freshman enrollment was up
significantly over last year, with a class of
nearly 400 — a 14% increase from last year,
Clare Venegas, vice president of marketing
and communications, told CNA.

“Our strong Catholic identity coupled with
the academic rigor of our curriculum are
both key reasons students cite for choosing
UDallas,” Venegas said.

University of St. Thomas, Houston
(Texas)

University of St. Thomas, Houston, another
Catholic university in Texas, also welcomed
a record-breaking undergraduate class this
fall, with 683 freshmen and more than 200
new transfer students, according to Sara
Nevares Johnson, dean of admissions.

She said the school has been taking steps to
increase enrollment and development.

“At the University of St. Thomas, we’re
witnessing a growing desire among students
to develop holistically — in mind, body, and
spirit,” Nevares Johnson told CNA. “Our
year-over-year increase in inquiries and
applications reflects a rising interest in
pursuing a liberal arts education right here in
the heart of Houston, standing in contrast to
the national trend of declining university
enrollment.”

“Rooted in the traditions of the Basilian
Fathers, our mission resonates with students
seeking a deeper understanding of their
purpose and place in the world,” she said.

Benedictine College (Kansas)

A liberal arts college in a small city of
10,000 has been growing for the past 20
years. Benedictine College in Atchison,
Kansas, has seen “another year of record
enrollment, with 2,213 full-time

undergraduates,” Benedictine College’s
Director of Marketing and Communications
Stephen Johnson told CNA.

“This is a continuing trend of positive
enrollment growth over the past 20-plus
years,” he added.

Benedictine is seeing growing freshmen
classes as well as “large increases” in
transfer students, Johnson noted.

Benedictine highlights Catholic values such
as being “Christ-centered” and community-
and faith-oriented, according to its website.

The small but mighty

Most liberal arts colleges are on the small
side, with numbers in the thousands,
compared with public universities, which
can reach tens of thousands. Some Catholic
liberal arts colleges are designed for an even
smaller number of students. In spite of being
small by design, these colleges are still
setting records.

Thomas More College of Liberal Arts
(New Hampshire)

The Thomas More College of Liberal Arts in
New Hampshire, which keeps its student
body intentionally small, hit its largest
number of students this year: 98, the college
president, William Edmund Fahey, told
CNA. The college’s student body has more
than doubled since 2009.

Fahey said the college is “at the point at
which we will need to run a building
campaign so as to house the increase.”

Christendom College (Virginia)

Another school that is intentionally small
but growing is Christendom College in
Front Royal, Virginia. Christendom reached
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its enrollment cap for the past four years,
instituting a waiting list each year.

“We had to institute a waiting list for the
fourth year in a row this year, due to the
continued high demand for a Christendom
education,” Christendom Director of
Communications Zachary Smith told CNA.
“In fact, over the past 10 years, Christendom
has grown by 40%, helping us to achieve
our cap of 550 students.”

“We keep the school intentionally small in
order to keep class sizes smaller,” Smith
explained. “This fosters more discussion in
the classroom and better connections
between students, their peers, and their
professors.”

Thomas Aquinas College (California and
Massachusetts)

Another intentionally small school, Thomas
Aquinas College, has expanded to two
campuses to grow. “TAC” keeps its student
body intentionally small given its Socratic
style classes and focuses on a tight-knit

Kate Quinones

community. TAC has two campuses, one in
California and one in New England.

The two campuses combined hit record-high
enrollment this fall at 566 students,
Christopher Weinkopf, the college’s
executive director for college relations, told
CNA. The California campus was near
capacity, at 372 students, and the New
England campus has its largest student body
yet, at 194 students, about a 13% increase
since last year, according to Weinkopf.

“These numbers are very much in keeping
with the overall trend: California has been at
maximum capacity for years, and the
number of students on our New England
campus has nearly quadrupled since its
launching in 2019, in keeping with our
campus growth plan,” Weinkopf explained.

Other Newman Guide schools including
Wyoming Catholic College and John Paul
the Great Catholic University are known for
their Catholic identity but did not respond
with enrollment data in time for publication.

Colleges with strong Catholic identity see record enrollment in fall 2024 — Catholic World

Report
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United Nations Human Rights Watchdog Speaks Out Against Men Competing
in Women’s Sports

A United Nations report on violence against
women and girls in sports defended spaces
for women on Tuesday by calling for
separate sports for biological males who
identify as “transgender persons.”

The United Nations special rapporteur on
violence against women and girls in a
presentation of the report on Oct. 8
demanded that member countries preserve
female spaces, noting that testosterone
suppression for biologically male athletes
“will not eliminate the set of comparative
performance advantages they have already
acquired.”

The U.N. special rapporteur on violence
against women and girls, Reem Alsalem
from Jordan, appointed by the United States
Commission on Human Rights in 2021,
presented the 24-page report presented to
the General Assembly’s Third Committee in
New York. The report cited cases of severe
injuries to women and girls forced to
compete against biological males
participating in female divisions as well as
violations of privacy in the locker room and
public consequences against women who
speak out.

“Male athletes have specific attributes
considered advantageous in certain sports,
such as strength and testosterone levels that
are higher than those of the average range
for females, even before puberty, thereby
resulting in the loss of fair opportunity,” the
report read.

The report highlighted “an increased
encroachment on female-only spaces in

sports,” noting that female-only divisions in
sports ensure “equal, fair, and safe
opportunities in sports” for female athletes.

May Mailman, director of the Independent
Women’s Law Center, a group that
advocates for women’s rights and spaces,
said the statement was heartening,

though she noted it was from just one branch
of the “unwieldy organization.”

“We are heartened that it recognized the
obvious: that women deserve sports. This
should embarrass the many organizations in
the United States that fail to do the same,”
Mailman told CNA. “But, it does not make
the U.N. at large a reasonable organization.
There are too many failures to name,
including that UN Women seems to care
little about the rapes, murders, and
kidnapping of Israeli women.”

The special rapporteur’s office, since it was
established in 1994, has addressed domestic
violence, trafficking and migration, armed
conflict, HIV/AIDS, violence against
women, and has also advocated for abortion
under the guise of “reproductive rights.”
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican
secretary of state, recently called out the
U.N. for promoting abortion and gender
ideology.

Women’s physical safety and privacy

The report highlighted that female safety
and privacy are threatened when biological
men are invited into female spaces such as
sports practices, games, and locker rooms.
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Female athletes are “more vulnerable to
sustaining serious physical injuries when
female-only sports spaces are opened to
males, as documented in disciplines such as
in volleyball, basketball, and soccer,” the
report noted, citing cases of severe injuries
ranging from knocked-out teeth and broken
legs to skull fractures and neurological
impairment from concussions.

For instance, the IWF statement noted
that Payton McNabb was 17 when she
became partially paralyzed after a
biologically male “transgender” athlete
spiked a volleyball into her face.

McNabb has brain damage and paralysis on
her right side and has difficulty walking
without falling.

“If leaders in the United States care at all
about the treatment of women like the
special rapporteur on violence against
women and girls cares, then this should give
them cover to finally do right by women,”
Mailman told CNA, referencing the U.N.
report.

The U.N. report highlighted the danger of
sexual assault when opening up female
locker rooms to males, noting that it could
“increase the risk of sexual harassment,
assault, voyeurism, and physical and sexual
attacks in unisex locker rooms and toilets.”

“Female athletes also reportedly experience
forced dissemination of nonconsensual
sexual images offline and online and
exhibitionism, including as a result of a
failure to maintain single-sex changing
rooms,” the report said.

Violating female-only spaces can not only
negatively affect “the mental health and
sense of personal safety” of women in
sports, the report noted, but it can also

“damage their public image and have long-
term career repercussions.”

The loss of women’s spaces also has
psychological consequences for female
athletes. Knowing she has to compete
against a male “causes extreme
psychological distress due to the physical
disadvantage, the loss of opportunity for fair
competition and of educational and
economic opportunities, and the violation of
their privacy in locker rooms and other
intimate spaces,” the report said.

The U.N. noted that “sex screenings” can be
“necessary, legitimate, and proportional in
order to ensure fairness and safety in
sports.” The report cited the 2024 Paris
Olympics, where female

boxers competed against two boxers
“whose sex as females was seriously
contested, but the International Olympic
Committee refused to carry out a sex
screening.”

Freedom of expression

The inclusion of men in women’s sports has
resulted in the persecution of women who
stand up for themselves, the U.N. report
said.

Women who speak out against the dangers
of men in women’s spaces are often unjustly
treated, “accused of bigotry, suspended from
sports teams and subjected to restraining
orders, expulsion, defamation, and unfair
disciplinary proceedings,” the report said.

“Female athletes and coaches who object to
the inclusion of men in their spaces due to
concerns about safety, privacy, and fairness
are silenced or forced to self-censor;
otherwise, they risk losing sporting
opportunities, scholarships, and
sponsorships,” the report noted.
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Mailman said many leaders have let name-
calling “overcome their duty to promote
fairness, safety, and equality.”

“U.S. leaders have shown tremendous
cowardice in standing up

for women because they don’t want to be
called anti-trans,” Mailman said.

“The more people who show how to do the
right thing should give followers cover to
finally do the same,” she added.

The U.N. report noted that “transgender”
people should still be able to participate in
sports, noting that through open categories,
“fairness in sports can be maintained while
ensuring the ability of all to participate.”

Protecting women'’s spaces “does not
automatically result in the exclusion of

Kate Quinones

transgender persons from sports,” the report
added.

Mailman highlighted that “the solution is not
to dissolve women'’s sports but to create an
open category or to make the men’s category
an open category.”

“The U.N. report addressed safety and
fairness, including that testosterone
suppression does not equalize the playing
field and is arbitrary in any case. It
addressed privacy in the locker room. It
addressed the harassment women face for
standing up for themselves,” Mailman told
CNA. “These are all important. The

only thing regrettable is that this comes from
a specialized body and hasn’t percolated
higher yet.”

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259749/united-nations-human-rights-watchdog-spea

ks-out-against-men-competing-in-womens-sports
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Report: Nearly 150 Catholic Hospitals Provided Transgender Drugs or
Surgeries to Children

Nearly 150 Catholic hospitals across the
United States provided children with
transgender drugs or performed gender-
transition surgeries on them between 2019
and 2023, contradicting Church teaching and
the U.S. bishops’ prohibition on Catholic
health care providers offering such
interventions, according to data published
this week by a medical watchdog group.

In all, more than 520 minors received
treatments in Catholic hospitals in about 40
states over the five-year period, an analysis
of the data by EWTN News shows.

Of those patients, more than 150 had
surgeries to alter their appearances to
resemble the opposite sex, while more than
380 children were given puberty blockers or
hormone therapies.

Puberty blockers stop a child’s natural
developments during puberty and hormone
therapies provide testosterone to girls who
want to resemble boys and estrogen to boys
who want to resemble girls. Based on the
records in the database, EWTN News found
that doctors at Catholic hospitals wrote more
than 1,850 prescriptions for minors to
facilitate a gender transition.

Catholic health care providers contacted by
EWTN News criticized the watchdog
group’s methodology and motives without
contradicting any of its specific data.

In 2023, the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) published guidelines
stating that any attempt to alter one’s
physical sex characteristics to facilitate a
gender transition is “not morally justified”

because it does not “respect the fundamental
order of the human person as an intrinsic
unity of body and soul, with a body that is
sexually differentiated.”

“Catholic health care services must not
perform interventions, whether surgical or
chemical, that aim to transform the sexual
characteristics of a human body into those of
the opposite sex or take part in the
development of such procedures,” adds the
document prepared by the USCCB’s
Committee on Doctrine, titled “Doctrinal
Note on the Moral Limits to Technological
Manipulation of the Human Body.”

The document quotes Pope Francis several
times, including his 2016 apostolic
exhortation_4moris Laetitia: “Beyond the
understandable difficulties which
individuals may experience, the young need
to be helped to accept their own body as it
was created.”

Yet despite the bishops’ directive, the
watchdog group Do No Harm found gender
transition interventions to be widespread
among U.S. hospitals affiliated with the
Catholic Church.

The group’s “Stop the Harm Database” is
based on publicly available insurance claims
generated by U.S. hospitals and health care
facilities. These numbers do not include
children who were born with intersex
disorders.

Based in Glen Allen, Virginia, Do No Harm
states on its website that it “seeks to
highlight and counteract divisive trends in
medicine, such as “‘Diversity, Equity, and
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Inclusion’ and youth-focused gender
ideology.”

Most of the more than 149 Catholic
hospitals listed in the database — including
six children’s hospitals — offered only
minimal services, such as filling a single
prescription, the records show. But 33
Catholic hospitals performed at least one
gender transition surgery on a minor for a
total of 152 surgeries.

Half of the children who received such
surgeries — 76 in all — were patients at five
facilities operated by Providence, a
nonprofit Catholic health care system
encompassing 51 hospitals in five states:
Washington, Montana, Oregon, California,
and Alaska. Two of the system’s hospitals
provided the lion’s share of these surgeries:
Providence Milwaukie Hospital in Oregon
operated on 46 children, according to the
database, while Providence St. Joseph
Hospital-Orange in California provided
surgeries to 18 children.

Six other Catholic hospitals performed
gender transition surgeries on at least five
minors. This includes eight children who
received surgery at St. Anne Hospital in
Burien, Washington. St. Anne Hospital is
operated by Virginia Mason Franciscan
Health, which runs 10 hospitals in
Washington state.

Other hospitals that performed several
gender transition surgeries, according to the
database, include Ascension SE Wisconsin
Hospital-St. Joseph Campus in Milwaukee
and Ascension NE Wisconsin-St. Elizabeth
Campus in Appleton, Wisconsin, both of
which performed surgeries on six minors.

Across Catholic, secular, and other
hospitals, the database found nearly 14,000

minors undergoing gender transitions in the
United States across the time span. This
includes more than 5,700 surgeries and more
than 8,500 minors receiving puberty
blockers or hormone therapies. Doctors
wrote more than 62,600 gender transition
prescriptions.

Catholic Health Association pushes back

When EWTN News reached out to several
Catholic health networks and hospitals that
are listed in the report, most referred to a
statement issued by the Catholic Health
Association (CHA), which criticized Do No
Harm.

Comprising more than 600 hospitals and
1,600 long-term care and other health
facilities in all 50 states, CHA is the largest
group of nonprofit health care providers in
the United States, according to its website.
The organization has clashed with the U.S.
bishops in the past on health care issues,
such as the Affordable Care Act.

“A preliminary review of the data gathered
by Do No Harm indicates they are
irresponsibly presenting claims data without
necessary clinical context,” CHA said in its
statement. “This harmful report makes
dangerous assumptions that seek to
disparage health care providers and the
patients they treat.”

CHA added that Catholic hospitals provide
“ethical, evidence-based medical care that
recognizes and upholds the human dignity of
each person” and accused Do No Harm of
stigmatizing “LGBTQ communities.” It also
stated “there are certain procedures we do
not perform based on our values and faith.”

CHA did not respond to EWTN News’
request for clarification about which
procedures are not in line with its values and
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whether Catholic hospitals provide
transgender surgeries or drugs to minors or
adults.

Beth Serio, the external relations manager at
Do No Harm, told EWTN News the group
stands by its findings, adding that the group
has published the methodology so that
“anyone could look at our paper and exactly
replicate our study and get the same results.”

She said the records in the group’s database
represent “the minimum [number of gender
transitions] we know occurred in these
hospitals.” Because the database could not
account for cash payments or insurance
claims that are not accessible to the public,
she said, “we’re quite confident it’s an
undercount.”

Serio expressed disappointment in CHA’s
response, telling EWTN: “It is very sad that
the Catholic Health Association is choosing
to attack [Do No Harm’s] character as an
organization rather than focusing on the real
issue, [which is that] ... thousands of
children are being harmed across the
country.”

She said the report could be an “opportunity
[for CHA] to be an advocate for change”
and urged the association to “truly read our
methodology and study it and point to
exactly where [they think] the methodology
is flawed.”

Serio told EWTN News that Do No Harm’s
“primary motivation and interest in releasing
this database is the protection of children.”

A spokesperson for Providence — the
network responsible for half of the
transgender surgeries by Catholic hospitals
listed in the report — said the health
network has “concerns about the motivation
for this report and the risk it poses to the

privacy of a vulnerable patient population”
but could not “speak to the validity of its
report content, data, or methodology.”

“Transgender patients come to us for many
health care needs,” the statement read. “We
are committed to providing them with
quality, compassionate health care, and
helping them to feel welcome, safe, and
included. ... [We] provide all patients with
the full range of care available at our
facilities.”

When asked for clarification about its
policies regarding transgender surgeries, a
spokesperson referred EWTN News back to
Providence’s original statement.

What can the bishops do?

It remains to be seen what, if any, action the
USCCB or individual U.S. bishops will take
in response to Do No Harm’s report.

In a statement to EWTN News, Chieko
Noguchi, a spokesperson for the USCCB,
said that Church teaching “is clear ... about
the inherent dignity of each person as
created in the image and likeness of God.”

Noguchi added that “we are always called to
accompany those who are struggling, and
this certainly includes people who struggle
with his or her God-given identity as male or
female,” but emphasized that both the
bishops and the Holy See “have been clear
as to what is morally acceptable.”

“Let us pray that we may all find the
compassion and wisdom to better help our
brothers and sisters accept who God created
them to be,” she added.

EWTN News followed up on the statement
to ask what action bishops could take if
hospitals violate the USCCB guidelines but
did not receive a response by the time of
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publication. EWTN News also asked CHA
whether Catholic hospitals listed in the
report intend to follow USCCB guidelines
but did not receive a response by the time of
publication.

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, a senior ethicist
at The National Catholic Bioethics Center,
told EWTN News: “Catholic hospitals
clearly must hold to a higher standard than
that of their secular counterparts” and they
“may not condone or participate in these
unethical practices.”

“Reports indicating that Catholic hospitals,
including some Catholic children’s
hospitals, may be involved in sex
reassignment procedures remind us of the
need for continued vigilance on the part of
diocesan bishops and Catholic health care
leaders,” Pacholczyk said.

“There may also be a need for more
thoroughgoing ethical formation for
employees and administrators to help them
counter the pro-transgender ideological

Tyler Arnold and Matt McDonald

messaging that has become commonplace in
recent years,” he added.

“To treat our human maleness or femaleness
as malleable or re-assignable is to invite
serious harm into the lives of those who may
be facing genuine and deep-seated
psychological struggles over their own
‘gender identity,”” Pacholczyk said.
“Catholic health care entities best serve their
patients by directing them towards
supportive psychotherapy that works to
address any underlying psychiatric issues
that may be prompting the desire to gender
transition.”

Transgender drugs and surgeries for minors
has become a heated political topic in the
United States and worldwide in recent years.

Most Republican-led states have restricted
or banned doctors from providing those
medical interventions to minors. Many
Democrat-led states have done the opposite
— changing state law to ensure doctors can
continue with those interventions.

Report: Nearly 150 Catholic hospitals provided transgender drugs or surgeries to children —

Catholic World Report

81



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/10/10/report-nearly-150-catholic-hospitals-provided-transgender-drugs-or-surgeries-to-children/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/10/10/report-nearly-150-catholic-hospitals-provided-transgender-drugs-or-surgeries-to-children/

How Two 19™-Century Blesseds Truly Read The “Signs Of The Times”

Bl Blessed Marie Rose Durocher and Bl. Angela Truszkowska both tackled the concrete
problems of real persons within the realm of the possible in their circumstances, aware that “the
poor you will have with you always” (Mt 26:11).

Two Blesseds appear on national liturgical
calendars this week: Blessed Marie-Rose
Durocher this past Sunday, October 6, in
Canada and Blessed Angela Truszkowska on
Thursday, October 10, in Poland. Both
women deserve our attention.

Both women lived in the 19th-century and
both were foundresses of religious
congregations. Both came from relatively
more secure homes and both, as a result of
childhood illnesses, benefitted from the
tutoring we would today call
homeschooling.

BI. Marie-Rose was born Eulalie Mélanie
Durocher in southern Québec in 1811. Like
Truszkowska, she came from a pious family:
three brothers of the 11 children were
priests. Having attended two boarding
schools (in early 19th-century Québec this
was not so much a sign of affluence as of the
lack of schools), she intended to enter
religious life. but her health was deemed too
poor to finish school. So, she returned home.
With the death of her mother shortly
afterwards, she assumed domestic
responsibilities for her family and, a year
later, the family moved closer to her brother,
who was a priest in a Montréal suburb,
Belceil.

It was in Belceil that Durocher became
aware of the shortage of schools and
teachers in Québec. The situation of

illiteracy was especially pronounced among
girls. But how to address it?

There were plans to bring a teaching
congregation from France, but they fell
through (and with it, Durocher’s hope to join
the group). She then came under the
influence of Fr. Jean-Marie Allard, an Oblate
(the Oblates did yeoman work in building up
the Church in Canada) who served as her
spiritual director, guided her, and eventually
helped her and Bishop Ignace Bourget of
Montréal to collaborate on the founding of a
new religious congregation, the Sisters of
the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary in 1843
in Longueuil, Québec.

Durocher was always of fragile health and
died only six years into religious life, at age
38 on her birthday, October 6, in 1849. But
by that time, her congregation was already
established and flourishing. It exists

[ https://snjm.org/en/ | to this day,
primarily in Canada but with a province in
Lesotho.

Bl. Angela Truszkowska was born in 1825 in
that part of Poland then under Russian rule.
She, too, came from a religious but
financially stable family (father was a
judge). Poland, which had been chopped up
by its Austrian, Prussian, and Russian
neighbors, suffered both political repression
and socio-economic retardation because of
the partitioners’ exploitive policies.
Epidemics occasionally spread. Farmers
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were impoverished. Many children were
orphaned.

Truszkowska was sensitive to what was
going on around her and, while she had
considered entering cloistered religious life,
her contact with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society in Warsaw turned her towards work
with poor women and children in the former
capital. She also came under the spiritual
direction of Capuchin Honorat Kozminski
and became a Third Order Franciscan,
imbibing the spirituality of St. Francis.

It was at this time that she began gathering
homeless women and poor children in
Warsaw in two rooms she rented to provide
care for their spiritual and temporal needs.
Her “Institute” would eventually to her and
her cousin committing themselves to an
order Angela founded under the patronage of
the 16™ century Capuchin Felix of Cantalice.
The Felicians [https://www.felician.org/ ]
were born in 1855.

Her community grew in Poland and, by
1874, arrived in Wisconsin to tend the first
of hundreds of schools being built by the
rapidly expanding Polish American
community, whose first heyday of North
America bound mass immigration (the
“emigracja za chlebem,” the “emigration for
bread”) took place from 1870-1920. Mother
Angela herself was involved in dispatching
five Felicians to Pulaski, Wisconsin for that
initial venture. She died in 1899. The
Felicians also still exist although, in recent
years, they have reduced their eight
provinces in North America to one.

Why do these women deserve our attention,
apart from their historical impact on the
Church in the United States and Canada?

First, they recognized their vocation when
they were laywomen. Both Durocher and
Truszkowska eventually founded religious
congregations. But they did not start out to
make ecclesiastical history. They responded
in their actual circumstances to obvious
needs with concrete help: Truszkowska at
first with her “Institute,” Durocher by
wanting to join an existing French order to
teach Québec children. Only when they
discovered that the extant and available
ecclesiastical resources were inadequate did
they act to fill in the gap by their founding
efforts.

In other words, both women presaged what
Vatican II reminds us of clearly: the
vocation of the layperson. Both women
recognized the needs of their times when
they were lay women and responded
accordingly by giving their lives, in each
case, as religious. It was what they discerned
as lay persons that crystallized their
decisions to enter religious life. Tellingly,
both women also recognized that their
mission was to bring people, including
themselves, through their schooling and
social ministries, fo the altar, not to be on the
altar.

Second, they read the signs of the times. In
this, they again anticipated Vatican II, which
called on Catholics not to adapt to the
“world” but to “read the signs of the times,”
valuing and purifying what was good in the
world while also trying to fix what was
lacking or bad in it. Durocher was not
unique in recognizing the need for education
in Québec: Marie-Anne Blondin, founder
of the Sisters of St. Anne, also recognized
the problem of illiteracy in French Canada
and found support in Bishop Bourget to
address it in roughly the same era.
Truszkowska was not alone in recognizing
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the dire situation of women and children in
19th-century partitioned Poland: BI.
Edmund Bojanowski also worked with that
cohort in those times and founded several
congregations of female religious to
continue that mission.

The point is that the people we remember in
the Church today are those who not only
read but responded to the signs of the times
as the signs of what God wanted them to do
in their era and their lives to advance His
Kingdom. They did not just merely
“accompany” their era; they made it better,
which, obviously, first requires a judgment
upon the weal and woes of their times.

Third, their response to the demands of their
times was in the midst of a complicated
socio-political dynamic whose influence
figured into their “reading” of the times
without dominating it. Theirs was not the
simplistic analysis of “liberation theology”
that imagines “structural reform” as
accelerating the Second Coming.
Truszkowska was acutely aware that one
reason for the poverty of 19th-century
Poland was its political suppression as an
independent state: three foreign powers
occupied it and did their best to erase its
national identity, language, and culture.
Durocher was acutely aware that one reason
for the educational backwardness of Québec
was that the British (and probably many
Americans) regarded it as a fifth column of
anti-English sentiment best kept stupid and
contained.

Truszkowska was not going to drive the
Russians out of Kalisz and Warsaw;
Durocher was not going to change Québec’s
status in Longueuil. Neither planned to.
Each tackled the concrete problems of real
persons within the realm of the possible in

their circumstances aware, as our Lord
reminds us, “the poor you will have with
you always” (Mt 26:11).

In both instances—Poland and Québec—it
was the Church that protected its children
and their culture. In partitioned Poland, the
Church was the one public institution where
one could be and speak Polish. In Québec,
the Church was the mainstay of
Francophone language and culture. No
doubt, there will be objections that the
Church “ghettoized” those communities,
closing them in on themselves in order to
maintain ecclesiastical moral strictures that
stifled cultural growth and creativity.

Those who make such objections generally
miss three things:

= They don’t tell us what other
institutions existed, much less lifted

a finger, to address the need the
Church did.

» They don’t tell us why it should have
been the Church’s responsibility to
promote a vision of culture sanitized
of the religious. (Do the woke
always insist on equal time for a
religious vision?)

» Finally, they don’t usually mention
that, in the absence of other
protective institutions, it was usually
the Church that also sheltered those
dissidents who, once things are safe
and even more so when they have
power, bite the hand that protected
them, accusing it of imposing a
“confessional state” or undermining
“laicité.” Rarely do they want to
admit that it’s not a question of
“freedom” or “values” as much as
the desire to usurp the role of other
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institutions like the Church to define
(indeed, impose) the axiological
norms of a given society. They want
God’s Power—without God or even
competition from Him.

Durocher and Truszkowska arguably had a
richer vision of culture because the
education they strove to give their charges
offered an integral vision of the human
person, one that accounted for his vocation
rather than simply just taught him one. They
were not just offering social benefits with a
religious topping: they saw what they were
doing as of one piece. And if you think this
is just an historical reflection on two 19th-
century women, think again: their
pedagogical vision is very much at odds and
in contention with the modern world’s,
which likewise sees the classroom as the
venue to shape the minds and “values” of
the young, except that it wants to do that
uncompetitively and maybe even
clandestinely.

In the United States, that has taken the form
of the “public school” as a nominally
agnostic institution that “educates” without
addressing the ultimate meaning or purpose
of human life. Canada has enjoyed a
different educational trajectory, in part
because the provinces have kept the federal
snout out of school matters and in part
because Canadian constitutionalism
traditionally afforded public protection to
religiously affiliated schools and school
systems.

Farney and Banack’s Faith, Rights, and
Choice provides a balanced view of this
problem historically, although it seeks to
parcel out the motives behind why parents
chose non-public schools. For them it was at

first faith; then in pluralistic world, rights to
cultural identity; finally, in a world of
cacophonous “values,” individual “choice”
about schooling. The authors detail how, in
the past 30 years, there have been conscious
efforts to dismantle religiously-based school
systems in various Canadian provinces.
More pointedly, the subtitle of Robert
Crocker’s Religion and Schooling in
Canada, tellingly reveals the end goal they
deem desirable: “the long road to separation
of church and state.” Of course, the
illustration on the cover is of kids jumping
rope on a school playground under the gaze
of three nuns.

In Poland, the new Tusk Government has
decided to roil a problem that has sat in the
craw of Polish secularists since 1990: the
presence of religious education in public
schools. Secularizers have been ballistic
ever since the Polish government, just after
the fall of communism, permitted religious
instruction on public school premises. The
instruction is voluntary and can be replaced
by “ethics” but, of course, to secularizers
any presence of religion is automatically a
pandemic contagion threatening children.
It’s not unlike the current effort in Québec to
teach “ethics” sanitized of religious
influence—but thoroughly permeated with
liberal “values.”

So, even though they were 19th-century
women, Durocher and Truszkowska
recognized the stakes: addressing human
needs, including social needs like
education, with or without God. That
significance remains, even if both women
seem merely footnotes on national liturgical
calendars in early October.
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John M. Grondelski, Ph.D.

How two 19th-century Blesseds truly read the “signs of the times” — Catholic World Report
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Catholic Nuns End Affiliation with School in Maharashtra, India

MUMBALI, India — An order of Catholic
nuns has ended its affiliation with a school
in India after it was taken over by the charity
arm of a giant national corporation.

The Adani Foundation officially assumed
management in September of Mount
Carmel Convent School in Ghugus, located
in the Chandrapur district of the state of
Maharashtra, following a government
resolution to transfer management of nine
schools.

The Adani Foundation clarified this week
the transfer of management after the Carmel
Education Society discontinued its role in
the managing the school.

The foundation is formed by the Adani
Group, a commodity trading business that
includes sea and airport management,
electricity generation and transmission,
mining, natural gas, food, weapons, and
infrastructure.

The CBSE affiliated school was founded in
1972 by the sisters of the Congregation of
Mother of Carmel in collaboration with the
cement giant, ACC Ltd, which funded the
school under the Corporate Social
Responsibility program.

In June 2023, ACC Ltd requested Adani
Foundation to take over the school. The
Adani Foundation has already initiated
several key improvements, including
infrastructure development, enhanced
teacher training, and student support
services.

The school is self-financed and provides
education from class 1 to class 12.

Sister Grace Therese is the Superior General
of the Congregation of the Mother of
Carmel (CMC).

“From the beginning of our congregation,
we have our educational apostolate has been
vital — especially education of girls in most
rural areas and small townships besides
urban areas, too,” she told Crux.

“Our schools give importance to value
education and our zeal for the educational
apostolate continues. This particular issue is
under the control of the province. It is
entirely their decision,” she said.

“Maharashtra opposition leaders have
slammed the government over the Transfer
Management Of Mount Carmel School To
Adani Foundation.

In a post on X — formerly known as Twitter
— member of the State Legislative Council,
Ambadas Danve, said: “It seems
Maharashtra, once a leader in education, is
now learning from the Adani Group. After
transferring lands and industries to Adani,
the government is now giving away schools.
This is a clear indication that the
dispensation is selling off Maharashtra.”

Member Uddhav Thackeray said, “I
believed Adani’s influence was limited to
Mumbai, but now I learn that Mount Carmel
School is being handed over to him. Can
Adani be considered a national figure
worthy of managing our schools?”

After Adani Foundation took over the
school, nuns belonging to the Congregation
of the Mother of Carmel demanded that the
name “Mount Carmel” should not be
retained.

87




Sister Leena, the former principal of the
school, has been quoted as saying that the
nuns decided to move out of the school as
they did not want to work under the Adani
Group, “which has commercial interests as
their priority.”

Nirmala Carvalho

“Their policy and our policy are totally
different, so we have moved out,” she said,
according to UCA News.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2024/10/catholic-nuns-end-affiliation-with-school-in-mahara

shtra-india
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Parents in CO File Suit Over Troubling “Gender Identity” Law and School
Policy

The “educators” in question seem unconcerned about the trauma they may inflict on so many
vulnerable young students.

In April 2024, Colorado officials adopted a
law allowing students to change their chosen
names without having to inform their
parents, a school board policy.

Under this policy in Jefferson County (near
Denver), parents were told that children on
field trips would be “assigned to share
overnight accommodations with other
students that share the student’s gender
identity” rather than rooming by sex.
Although the policy reads that “girls will be
roomed together on one floor, and boys
will be roomed together on a different
floor,” officials failed to notify parents they
had “redefined the words ‘girl” and ‘boy’ to
mean a student’s asserted gender identity
rather than sex, thereby making it difficult
for them to decide whether to allow their
youngsters to go on trips.

In Walies v. Jefferson County Public
Schools, three sets of parents with children
in fifth to seventh grades turned to

the Alliance Defending Freedom, filing
suit on September 4, 2024 in the federal trial
court in Colorado.

Facts and Complaint

When parents allowed their children to
participate in trips, educators assured them
the youngsters would share rooms with
members of their own sexes. In one incident,
before an eleven-year-old, fifth-grade female
went on a trip to Philadelphia and

Washington, D.C., and was assigned to share
a bed with a boy identifying as female ,
even though officials told her parents she
would room with three other girls. When the
student asked for a change, “the chaperones
agreed to move the male student and
another girl” but lied about doing so,
saying a “sick roommate needed more
space.”

In a second incident, parents of an eleven-
year-old sixth-grader, who was on a
camping trip, were told he would be in a
cabin “with six to thirty other boys
including a male high school counselor.”
However, “once their son was in the
mountains, away from home for the first
time, and with no form of communication,”
the parents “realized that this Policy allowed
an eighteen-year-old female, who often
changed her gender identity from female to
nonbinary, to room with their eleven-year-
old son.” The eleven-year-old told his
parents this counselor “was not just
sleeping and changing in the same cabin
but was also tasked...to supervise the boys’
showers, including his.”

The parents filed suit after school officials
refused to modify the policy, despite
receiving letters from Alliance Defending
Freedom in December 2023 and January
2024. Those letters asked officials to do so
because they had been untruthful about trip
accommodations and were unwilling to
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change housing arrangements to protect the
children.

The first of four parental claims is grounded
in the Fourteenth Amendment; the claim
alleges officials violated their due process
rights under 42 U.S.C. 1983, transgressing
“‘perhaps the oldest of the fundamental
liberty interests recognized’ by the
Supreme Court” by interfering with their
right to direct the upbringing of their
children by not informing them honestly
about the overnight accommodations their
young would share while on trips so that
they could safeguard their “bodily privacy,
sexual modesty, and interactions with the
opposite sex....”

The parents further objected to the policy
because “they do not want their children’s
bodies or intimate activities to be exposed,
or risk being exposed, to members of the
opposite sex,” “due to the discomfort, stress,
and anxiety it has caused their children who
were placed in intimate settings with
students of the opposite sex” without their
knowledge or consent.

In their second charge, the parents allege
that officials ignored their First
Amendment right to the free exercise of
religion under Section 1983 “to raise their
children in accordance with their
religious beliefs and...to direct their
children’s education and upbringing
consistent with their religious beliefs,
including the immutability of sex, their
beliefs about bodily privacy, interactions
with the opposite sex, and sexual modesty.

2

The third complaint raises Fourteenth
Amendment and Section 1983 concerns,
claiming the policy ignored parents’
“fundamental right of bodily

privacy [that] protects students from

exposing, or the risk of exposing, their
bodies or intimate activities to the opposite

2

Sex.

In their final count, the parents rely on the
First and Fourteenth Amendments plus
Section 1983, charging that, among other
actions, educators ignored their beliefs that
their children “not undress, use the
restroom, shower, complete other intimate
activities, or share overnight
accommodations with the opposite
sex...[based on their] sincere religious
belief[s] that God created all people in His
image as male and female...[and that] a
person’s sex is binary and fixed at
conception.”

Ill-conceived and troubling policy

As much as one might want to support a
policy welcoming all students, the one in
Douglas County is problematic because it
lacks balance in standing the almost century-
old quote from 1925°s Pierce v. Society of
Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus and

Mary on its ear by ignoring parental rights.
In Pierce, although the Court famously
declared that “[t]he child is not the mere
creature of the state; those who nurture him
and direct his destiny have the right, coupled
with the high duty, to recognize and prepare
him for additional obligations,” educators
continue to ignore parental wishes.

The ill-conceived policy in Jefferson County
is highly troublesome for three reasons.

First, officials continue to be untruthful to
parents about accommodations for their
children on trips. By failing to inform
parents honestly, officials place them in the
unenviable position of not knowing who
their children may be housed with on trips.
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Second, officials are unwilling to make
alternative arrangements, such as opt-outs,
to protect the privacy rights of children who
are uncomfortable dressing in the presence
of members of the opposite sex, including
peers identifying as members of a sex
inconsistent with their biological genders.

Third, educators ignore the religious
freedom rights of both parents and students
by refusing to accommodate their beliefs,
prohibiting them from sharing intimate
accommodations with members of the
opposite sex, regardless of their ages, and
how such exposure could be traumatizing.

What is confounding about the policy is its
imposition of ideologically based “social
experiments on other people’s children.”
These “educators” seem unconcerned about
the trauma they may inflict on so many

Charles J. Russo

vulnerable young students when they could
easily accommodate the religious-privacy
beliefs of these children while safeguarding
the parents’ rights to raise their youngsters
in accord with their values.

One hopes the federal trial court in Colorado
will send a wake-up call to school officials
in Douglas County, and elsewhere, directing
them to look at the big picture by protecting
the religious and privacy rights of all.
Educators must thus be mindful of the needs
of impressionable middle school, and other,
students who may be understandably
uncomfortable dressing in front of peers
based on their gender identities rather than
biological sexes by allowing them to opt out
of such arrangements while simultaneously
upholding the rights of parents to direct the
upbringing of their children.

Parents in CO file suit over troubling “gender identity” law and school policy — Catholic World

Report
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Asteroids Named For 4 Nuns Who Charted the Skies

Between 1910 and 1921, this four-member team of religious sisters catalogued nearly half a
million celestial bodies, and now they have their own.

Four Italian nuns, who cataloged nearly
half-a-million celestial bodies, now have
their names etched in the sky. Each of the
sisters, from the Suore di Maria Bambina
community, now has an asteroid named
for her, joining a long list of religious
astronomers — mostly Jesuits — who have
been so honored.

According to Katholisch, the nuns in
question are Srs. Concetta Finardi (1896-
1975), Luigia Panceri (1893-1982), Emilia
Ponzoni (1883-1950), and Regina Colombo
(1885-1953).

Though the nuns had joined a nursing order,
the four-member team was assembled in
1909 by Jesuit priest Fr. John Hagen, who
headed the observatory at Georgetown
University.

Fr. Hagan approached the nuns after
learning that other observatories of the era
were primarily employing women to map
the skies. He required workers with “normal
eyesight, patience and an aptitude for
methodical and mechanical work," and this
suited the sisters, as they had all been
preparing to work as nurses.

They began their astronomical work in
1910, but by 1921 the team had recorded
the brightness and position of 481,215
celestial bodies. Their discoveries were so

vast that it required a 10-volume catalog to
publish.

Their asteroids are now officially named
"(709193) Concettafinardi," "(714305)
Panceri," "(627981) Ponzoni," and
"(634659) Colombo.” There was also a fifth
asteroid named for Jesuit priest, Fr. Gabriele
Gionti, born in 1967, who works at the
Vatican Observatory, called "(611494)
Gionti.”

The five asteroids were all discovered at the
Mount Graham Observatory, in the US, a
part of the Vatican Observatory. With the
naming of “Gionti,” the number of
celestial bodies named for Jesuits has
risen to 41, which is the most of any
religious order.

The naming of an asteroid is a process of
many steps, starting with observing the same
celestial body on two consecutive nights.
Then it may be submitted to the IAU's
Minor Planet Center, which issues a
temporary identification number. The
number is not made permanent until it has
been confirmed to be a new discovery and
its exact orbit can be determined.

Naming the body is not, however, up to
the first person to discover it, but rather
to the one who provided the data to
calculate its orbit.
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J-P Mauro

Asteroids named for 4 nuns who charted the skies
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Boarding School Ditches Catholicism to Attract More Pupils

Former seminary claims Church inspectors had been trying to exercise greater control over
‘diverse’ student body.

A boarding school has severed its long-
standing relationship with the Catholic
Church to attract more families and better
reflect its “diverse” student body.

Prior Park College in Bath has changed its
faith designation from Catholic to Christian,
ending an almost 200-year relationship with
the Catholic Church.

The school, founded by Bishop Baines in
1830 as a Catholic seminary and school for
boys, said the move followed a “lengthy re-
evaluation” about “how well our college
reflects the students we have today”.

Ben Horan, the headmaster, added that many
parents had expressed frustrations over the
“restrictive nature of being a Catholic

school and the limited educational choices
and outcomes that come with that”.

The school’s website said gay former pupils
had voiced concerns over “how difficult
they found their education at the college —
both historically and relatively recently”.

Prior Park claimed it had been told it should
“censor student-led publications if they
expressed a view contrary to Catholic
teaching”, and that the school’s support for
Pride celebrations “have been criticised by
some for being contrary to the teachings of
the Catholic Church”.

In March, Mr Horan sent a letter to parents
warning them that a new inspection
framework for Catholic schools was

“attempting to exercise a far greater degree
of control” over their teaching.

The Catholic Schools Inspectorate (CSI)
was established in 2022 to combine the
diocesan school inspectors of England and
Wales into one body.

It launched a “rigorous” new inspection
framework that year to scrutinise Catholic
schools’ teaching, writing on its website:
“Inspection is one of the ways the bishop
acts as a ‘good shepherd’ to his schools.”

An inspection report following the CSI’s
visit to Prior Park earlier this year claimed
that the school must “strengthen the
centrality of Christ in the daily experience of
students and staff”. It said this would help
pupils “better understand the Catholic life
and mission of the college”.

‘Faith on pupils’ own terms’

Mr Horan criticised the report’s findings,
telling parents in March that his teachers
“pride ourselves on not proselytising to our
young people, but instead in encouraging
them to engage with faith and spirituality on
their own terms”.

The school already accepts pupils from all
faith backgrounds, and fewer than one in
five currently enrolled describe themselves
as Catholic.

Its decision to axe ties with the Catholic
Church means that it will no longer face
mandatory inspections by the CSI, nor will
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students be required to study theology at
GCSE.

The school said it would continue to offer
Sunday Mass in its Grade I-listed chapel
during term time, “pray together as a
school”, and employ a lay chaplain.

Announcing the move, Mr Horan said Prior
Park had become “increasingly diverse in
recent years, with people from different
backgrounds and sexual orientation now
represented across both the student and
teaching body”.

“The relationship with the Catholic Diocese
remains important to us, but as society has
changed, so have the pressures put upon
schools to better reflect the needs and
ambitions of those they serve,” he added.

A statement on the school’s website denied
that the decision was directly linked to the
CSI inspection, but added: “In a world of
falling church attendances, it is perhaps
unsurprising that there appears to be a
greater level of expectation by the Catholic
Church’s hierarchy for its Catholic schools
to do the job of bringing young people to
‘the faith’.”

Fees to rise by 10 per cent

Mr Horan said a switch to a broader
Christian underpinning would also help the
school remain attractive as the sector was
“crying out for help” amid increased
financial pressures, including

Poppy Wood

the Government’s imposition of VAT that
will come into force from Jan 1 2025.

The co-educational boarding school, which
charges more than £40,000 annually for full
boarders, will raise fees by an initial 10 per
cent from January.

The school said that while the decision to
ditch its Catholic roots “has been under
consideration for many years ... the pressure
that a tax on education brings to schools like
Prior Park has undoubtedly sharpened the
college’s focus to complete the process”.

Mr Horan said he had already been in
contact with “several other Catholic
schools” that were asking for advice on how
they might follow Prior Park’s lead.

It marks the latest evolution among historic
private schools as they scramble to remain
competitive, with many single-sex schools
reportedly considering going co-educational.

Sir William Perkins’s School, a girls’ private
school in Surrey, announced in June that it
will be fully co-ed by 2030, starting with the
phased admission of boys in Years 7 and 12
from September 2026.

Melanie Duke, the school’s chairwoman,
said the decision followed increased demand
from families to send siblings to the same
school.

The Catholic Schools Inspectorate was
contacted for comment.

Boarding school ditches Catholicism to attract more pupils
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Boarding School Ends 200 Years of Catholicism to Rebrand As ‘Christian’
And Attract Pupils

A boarding school has ended its centuries-
long relationship with the Catholic Church
in order to reposition itself as a Christian
school in an effort to attract more families
and better reflect its increasingly “diverse”
student body.

Ben Horan, the headmaster of Prior Park
College, which was founded by Bishop
Baines in 1830 as a Catholic seminary and
school for boys, and has been described as
one of the most beautiful schools in
England, has also noted how the imposition
of VAT on fees has heightened the pressure
for the school to remain

competitive, reports the Daily Telegraph.

By changing its faith designation from
Catholic to Christian, Prior Park College has
ended an almost 200-year relationship with
the Catholic Church. The school said the
move followed a “lengthy re-evaluation”
about “how well our college reflects the
students we have today”.

On the school’s website it now describes
itself as a “co-educational Christian school
in the Catholic tradition”.

Mr Horan has claimed that many parents
have expressed frustrations over the
“restrictive nature of being a Catholic
school and the limited educational choices
and outcomes that come with that”.

The school also claims it has previously
been told it should “censor student-led
publications if they expressed a view
contrary to Catholic teaching”, and that the
school’s support for Pride celebrations “have

been criticised by some for being contrary to
the teachings of the Catholic Church”.

Announcing the break with the Catholic
Church, Mr Horan said Prior Park had
become “increasingly diverse in recent
years, with people from different
backgrounds and sexual orientation now
represented across both the student and
teaching body”.

The school’s website notes that gay former
pupils had voiced concerns over “how
difficult they found their education at the
college — both historically and relatively
recently”.

In March 2024, Mr Horan sent a letter to
parents warning them that a new inspection
framework for Catholic schools was
“attempting to exercise a far greater degree
of control” over the school’s teaching,
reports the Telegraph.

Established in 2022, the Catholic Schools
Inspectorate (CSI), which aims to combine
the diocesan school inspectors of England
and Wales into one body, launched a
“rigorous” new inspection framework that
year to scrutinise Catholic schools’ teaching.

On its website the CSI declares: “Inspection
is one of the ways the bishop acts as a ‘good
shepherd’ to his schools.”

An inspection report following the CSI’s
visit to Prior Park earlier in 2024 stated that
the school must “strengthen the centrality of
Christ in the daily experience of students
and staff”, adding that this would help pupils
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“better understand the Catholic life and
mission of the college”.

Mr Horan criticised the report’s findings,
telling parents in March that his teachers
“pride ourselves on not proselytising to our
young people, but instead in encouraging
them to engage with faith and spirituality on
their own terms”.

The school accepts pupils from all faith
backgrounds, and fewer than one in five
currently enrolled students describe
themselves as Catholic,

the Telegraph reports.

Mr Horan has also said that a switch to a
broader Christian underpinning would also
help the school remain attractive in an
educational sector that was “crying out for
help” amid increased financial pressures,
including the Government’s imposition of
VAT that will come into force at the start of
January in 2025.

The school said that while the decision to
ditch its Catholic roots “has been under
consideration for many years...the pressure
that a tax on education brings to schools like
Prior Park has undoubtedly sharpened the
college’s focus to complete the process”.

The co-educational boarding school, which
is listed by the Oxford Royale Academy as
one of the most beautiful boarding schools
in the UK and charges more than £40,000
annually for full boarders, will raise fees by
an initial 10 per cent from the start of 2025.

Mr Horan said he had already been in
contact with “several other Catholic
schools” that were asking for advice on how
they might follow Prior Park’s lead.

The decision to axe ties with the Catholic
Church means that Prior Park will no longer

face mandatory inspections by the CSI, nor
will students be required to study theology
at GCSE.

The school said it would continue to offer
Sunday Mass in its Grade I-listed chapel
during term time, as well as to “pray
together as a school” and employ a lay
chaplain.

“The relationship with the Catholic Diocese
remains important to us, but as society has
changed, so have the pressures put upon
schools to better reflect the needs and
ambitions of those they serve,” Mr Horan
said during the announcement.

A statement on the school’s website denied
that the decision was directly linked to the
CSI inspection, but added: “In a world of
falling church attendances, it is perhaps
unsurprising that there appears to be a
greater level of expectation by the Catholic
Church’s hierarchy for its Catholic schools
to do the job of bringing young people to
‘the faith’.”

Historic private schools in the UK,
especially Catholic ones, are having to
scramble to remain competitive amid
increasing pressures coming from both the
government and a changing and more
secular society.

While a number of private Catholic schools
have recently had to close in the face of such
pressures, Downside School is leading the
charge against Sir Keir Starmer’s plan to
impose VAT on private school fees.

In a recent letter to parents and members of
the Downside community, John Ludlow, the
school’s Chair of Governors, outlined the
school’s position and its efforts to engage
with the government regarding the new VAT
policy.
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Downside has made several key impacts of the new policy on schools,

recommendations to the Treasury that it students and the surrounding local
claims would mitigate the potential negative communities.
The Catholic Herald

Boarding school ends 200 years of Catholicism to rebrand as ‘Christian’ and attract pupils -

Catholic Herald
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The Ever-Present but Anti-Transcendent Screen

Our screen-based culture is flat and temporal, very immanent, very now, in some sense very
ephemeral. None of those characteristics is conducive to openness to transcendence.

First Things editor Mark Bauerlein spoke
September 12 at Belmont House, in
Washington, D.C., about his latest book, The
Dumbest Generation Grows Up, the sequel
to his 2008 Dumbest Generation. Both
books are about the consequences of letting
a generation come of age on screens. The
earlier book warned against potential
effects; the latest examines what happens
when that generation crosses the line into
what should be chronological adulthood.

Readers can delve into Bauerlein’s books to
digest the full range of problems the
screened generation faces. I’ll limit myself
to three.

First, screen dependency decimated
reading and, consequently, knowledge
skills. Screen-based learning was originally
touted as a way to tailor education to an
individual child’s interests and levels, but—
especially after the Covid lockdown—it has
become apparent that putting the libraries of
the world at the click of a button has not
elevated the literacy or cultural levels of
young people.

When Pope Francis recently spoke of getting
people (especially seminarians) to read
literature, in part to get them off screens, 1
argued that the papal proposal failed to
account for how screens change the way
people approach reading. They’re not just
“different delivery modes.” They
fundamentally differ in how each
approaches a fixed text as well as how they

condition the writing of that text. Let’s just
say, James Fenimore Cooper would not have
had a career as a Tweet writer.

Second, building on the previous
argument, Bauerlein criticizes screens for
caging young people in youth culture. Books
at least occasionally force young people to
engage in what once used to be called
“higher culture,” that is, something beyond
the interest level of the contemporary teen or
young adult. In many ways, it is an “anti-
intellectual” culture. Social media reinforces
these youth-centric foci by its “friending”
mechanisms, which reinforce the
predominantly youth world and ethos for its
users. Instead of cross-generational
fertilization, the youth orientation of social
media, argues Bauerlein, boxes young
people into a youth ghetto, with all the
callowness such confinement would likely
entail. Far from being “diverse” or
“inclusive,” it frames a world that is
generationally (and culturally)
monochromatic and exclusive of worldviews
other than its own.

Third—and to me the most important of
Bauerlein’s arguments—is the
immanentizing effect of screens. Bauerlein
touched on this argument briefly at the
conclusion of his remarks, but it perhaps is
the most important of them: the here-and-
now, youth-centric, temporal focus of
screens leaves no room for the transcendent.
How does Transcendence break into social
media?
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And, if the transcendent does not find a
place in social media, where do God or any
of the “existential questions” fit in? Do they
even become questions? Do they even get
considered? Bauerlein does not think it
coincidental (neither do I) that, as social
media came to dominate generations, those
generations also produced the phenomenon
of religiously disaffiliated people we call
“nones.”

The culture and ethos of the screen is flat
and temporal, very immanent, very now, in
some sense very ephemeral. None of those
characteristics is conducive to openness to
transcendence. They in fact foster an
indifference to, if not alienation from, more
transcendent realities.

The outcome is not, however, merely
religious disaffiliation. It arguably also goes
hand in hand with other phenomena, such as
the greater indices of depression and mental
illness among youth, social dysfunctionality,
and even suicide. This is especially rampant
in the teen years and especially among
teenage girls who, struggling to establish
their own sense of identity, suffer from
being immersed into a peer culture that is
often negative, unconfident, and even guilt-
ridden. Such are the wages of immanence.

Many years ago, Jacques Maritain in
another context criticized the contemporary
immersion into the here and now to the

John M. Grondelski

exclusion of transcendence. He called it the
“minotaur of the immanent.” In many ways,
he was prescient about our current
dilemmas.

The Minotaur was a hybrid, a “non-
conforming” half-human, half-animal beast
born of bestiality. He was imprisoned in the
labyrinth on Crete into which fourteen
Athenian youth—seven men and seven
maidens—were regularly sent for the
Minotaur to devour. It was only Theseus
who eventually slew him (and managed to
retrace his way, thanks to a string, out of the
labyrinth).

Today’s Minotaur of the Immanent may not
be half-bull, half-man, but it continues to
devour young people otherwise in the bloom
of youth. It devours them not by eating them
alive but by eating away their natural
openness to something (and Someone)
bigger and beyond themselves. It contents
them with the flatness of this world by
blinding them to the adventures of setting
out into the deep of life with God as one’s
pilot.

Bauerlein struck on something sapping our
evangelical and “youth ministry” efforts, a
major reason why we have a growing
number of “nones.”

Where is today’s Theseus?

The Ever-Present But Anti-Transcendent Screen - Crisis Magazine
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Chesterton the Brilliant

Some intellectuals look down on their nose at G.K. Chesterton, but he was a thinker of the first

The one thing that is never taught by any
chance in the atmosphere of public schools
is this: that there is a whole truth of things,
and that in knowing it and speaking it we
are happy.”

—G.K. Chesterton

A Hillsdale College history professor
recently posted a challenge on social
media: “Why do people take Chesterton
seriously as a thinker? Because he wasn’t.”
His challenge was accepted immediately
with scores of responses. Most of them
defended Chesterton, but there were several
who agreed with the premise that the great
British writer was intellectually shallow:
“He was a blowhard if ever there was one”’;
“Aside from a nugget here and there, he’s
wildly overrated”; “I’m so glad to hear
someone else say this!”

This charge has been floating around for
decades, even before Chesterton’s death in
1936. In these very pages, toward the end of
the last century—back when Crisis came in
the mail each month and didn’t have a
website—another history professor wrote
an essay casually dismissing G.K.
Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc as “boozy
apologists.” “I certainly do not deny that
what these authors have to say is often true
and good,” wrote Dr. James Hitchcock of St.
Louis University. “But art is long, life short,
and I long ago decided that I should study
other things.”

order.

For Hitchcock, perhaps, it was simply a
matter of taste. To me, the response to the
new accusation of Chesterton as a non-
thinker is obvious. It’s absurdly wrong and
perhaps based more on bias than reason.

After all, Chesterton’s thin book on St.
Thomas Aquinas has been praised by some
of the top Thomists of the 20th century, with
Etienne Gilson remarking: “I consider it as
being without possible comparison the best
book ever written on St. Thomas. Nothing
short of genius can account for such an
achievement.”

Another great mind with an opinion about
Chesterton’s smarts was Msgr. Ronald A.
Knox, whom no thinking person can claim
to be an intellectual slouch; he won
numerous accolades in an exemplary Eton
and Oxford education.

In a 1941 essay, Knox found Chesterton

to be “intellectually great,” as he put it, in
three ways. As an artist viewing things, his
mind “seized instinctively on the essences of
them.” Secondly, as a writer across genres:
for Chesterton, “always the luminous idea
stood out—the idea we had never seen,
looking at the facts a thousand times,
because it was so simple.”

Most important, perhaps:

I call that man intellectually great,
who sees the whole of life as a
coherent system; who can touch on
any theme, and illuminate it, and
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always in a way that is related to the
rest of his thought, so that you say
“Nobody but he would have written
that.” Chesterton was such a man.

Given all this, I would argue that the best
word for Chesterton is brilliant, in the fullest
sense of the term. By this I mean that he
was, to borrow from the Oxford English
Dictionary, “brightly shining, glittering,
sparkling, lustrous.” At the same time, other
definitions offered by the OED are “striking
the imagination” and “distinguished by
talent and cleverness.” All these apply to
Chesterton, who once said that “the deepest
of all desires for knowledge is the desire to
know what the world is for and what we are
for.”

A person cannot honestly read works

like The Everlasting Man, Orthodoxy, or his
short appreciations of Aquinas and Francis
of Assisi and claim he was not a serious
thinker. Even his entertainments, like The
Napoleon of Notting Hill, The Man Who
Was Thursday, or the many Father Brown
mysteries show a mind who could use
entertainment to advance deeper
considerations about life and our place in the
world.

There is one thing Chesterton was not,
and perhaps that grates on some of his
critics. He was not an academic. He did not
haunt the halls of Oxford or Cambridge, but
rather, came from art school, an education
fueled by his early gifts and interests, and
that gave him clear vision of the deep-down
things, as Knox noted. He was a writer and
journalist, not a professor, with over 100
books and thousands of essays to his credit.
Some may have been groaners, but the
backbone of Chesterton’s work was great
and helped many see the truth—including

C.S. Lewis, who credited The Everlasting
Man for his intellectual baptism.

Yet, one can be left wondering to what
extent much of the Chesterton hate over the
years—and I certainly don t apply this
motive to Dr. Hitchcock or even the
Hillsdale professor, perhaps—is still based
on that singular event in 1922, Chesterton’s
entry into the Catholic Church. As much as
the Catholic situation improved in England
by that time, Catholics were still on the
outs.

Conversion for those like Robert Hugh
Benson (1903), Ronald Knox (1917),
Evelyn Waugh (1930), or Chesterton meant
being privately ghosted and publicly
attacked by those who were once friends.
And it is something we still see to this very
day when prominent influencers swim the
Tiber. The Vanity Fair website published a
feature earlier this month titled “Behind the
Catholic Right’s Celebrity-Conversion
Industrial Complex,” which makes one
wonder why the Catholic Left isn’t out
converting its own favorite celebrities.

Real Catholics are weird, to borrow a word
much in vogue these days, and the Church is
routinely attacked not simply for being
weird but unscientific and unreasonable.
Chesterton, of course, is the sort of person
who would roll with the charge of weirdness
and make light of it—something that
perhaps would embarrass others. “A dead
thing can go with the stream, but only a
living thing can go against it.”

While the world rejects the idea there is a
“whole truth of things,” our brilliant
Chesterton saw that this must be the case—
and he grasped that truth far better than most
self-proclaimed “thinkers” today.
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K.E. Colombini writes from St. Louis. His
work has been published in Crisis, First
Things, Front Porch Republic, National
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Chesterton the Brilliant - Crisis Magazine
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Review and elsewhere.
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Keeping (Or Making) Catholic Education Great

Five “essential marks” of an authentically Catholic education, as proposed by Bishop James
Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska.

According to the Vatican yearbook,

the Annuario Pontificio, there are north of
5,000 Catholic bishops in the world today.
They share certain characteristics and
attributes. But I doubt that there is any other
among them who would open a pastoral
letter on “The Joy and Wonder of Catholic
Education” as Bishop James Conley of
Lincoln, Nebraska, recently did:

I am not one of the millions of children who
received a Catholic education in this great
country. Nor was I Catholic when I showed
up as a freshman at the University of Kansas
in the early 1970s. My main interests at the
time were basketball and the Grateful Dead,
and KU had them both!

Bishop Conley is a friend of long standing,
although I have never been able to
appreciate his appreciation for the Grateful
Dead — any more than I could appreciate the
affection of distinguished Polish
Dominicans I know for Deep Purple. “60s
Gold” is one of my most-listened-to stations
on Sirius XM (which may confirm the views
of some that I’'m a closet Modernist). But I
draw the line on electrified Sixties’ music at
the Byrds, the Mamas and the Papas,
Chicago, the Grass Roots, and Creedence
Clearwater Revival. Or thereabouts.

But I digress.

In his pastoral letter, which should be read
by every Catholic educator at every level of
Catholic education, Bishop Conley describes
his conversion to Catholicism amidst his

undergraduate experience of classic liberal
learning and the Great Books at KU. He
then borrows from our mutual friend,
Vancouver’s Archbishop J. Michael Miller,
CSB, to propose five “essential marks” of an
authentically Catholic education. Let me
briefly note those, offering my own
reflections on each as a supplement to
Bishop Conley’s explication of what we
might call “Miller’s Marks.”

An authentic Catholic education is inspired
by a supernatural vision. We are not
congealed stardust, the fortuitous result of
impersonal cosmic biochemical forces that
just happened to result in...us. No, we are
creations, formed by a loving creator for
eternal communion within that creator’s
light and love. We learn our true dignity as
human beings when we come to know that
we are made in the image and likeness of
God. Catholic education thus liberates us
from cynicism and its cousin, despair, to live
in awe and wonder at what we are, and how
everything that is came to be.

An authentic Catholic education is founded
on a Christian anthropology. We are not
made for self-satisfaction alone. Nor are we
individual monads, sentient billiard balls
careening around a terrestrial pool table and
occasionally colliding. There is a human
nature, and that human nature is ordered to
holiness. We are made to be saints, and we
become saints through relationships with
others called to holiness by the sanctifying,
triune God. Catholic education should thus
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inspire a burning desire to be more, rather
than just to have more, even as it helps us
understand that “being more” is a work of
grace, not merely of my efforts. Catholic
education should draw us to be like Christ,
who, as Vatican II taught, reveals the truth
about us as well as the truth about God.

An authentic Catholic education is animated
by communion and community. The “actors”
in Catholic education — students, parents,
teachers, coaches, administrators,
consecrated religious, priests, deacons,
bishops, philanthropists — are like the cells
of a living body: each distinctive, but each
intrinsically related to all the others. That
communion is best experienced in a Catholic
school’s spiritual and sacramental life
(especially in the Eucharist), but also
through a Catholic education that immerses
us in beauty through music and the visual
and dramatic arts. Catholic education is also
education for responsible citizenship, not a
bunker in which to hide from the
surrounding cultural chaos: catholically

George Weigel

educated Catholics work to convert the
culture, and thereby renew public life.

An authentic Catholic education is imbued
with a Catholic worldview throughout the
curriculum. Chemistry is chemistry, physics
is physics, and math is math. A Catholic
education, though, will approach those
disciplines as doors through which we come
to know the divine ordering of the universe,
not just the periodic table, relativity theory,
or quadratic equations. All truths tend
toward the Truth, who is God. Catholic
education fosters that sensibility.

And authentic Catholic education

is sustained by Gospel witness. Truly
Catholic schools are shaped by truly
Catholic teachers and staff, who model
Christian virtues in their own lives and urge
their students to live those virtues in service
to others.

In that kind of education lies the hope for
rescuing our culture, our nation, and indeed,
our civilization.

Keeping (or making) Catholic education great — Catholic World Report
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“Whoever Receives One Child Such as This in My Name, Receives Me...”

From the perspective of Catholic sexual ethics, a child is always a gift — never a “right,” a
“choice,” or an “expectation.”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus takes a little child
and, counterposing him to his childish
disciples, tells them: “Whoever receives a
little child like this receives me and receives
not me but Him who sent me...” (i.e., God).

Most homilists likely talk about “childlike
faith” and “simplicity” and the “non-
ambition of a child,” which is both good and
understandable.

But let me suggest a topic desperately
worthy of discussion: what that teaching
says about openness to parenthood
(acknowledgement to Fr. Paul Scalia for the
idea).

Note the verb “receives.” To “receive” is to
welcome something or someone who
already exists, that is, and has a right to be.
To “receive” is to welcome something or
someone that does not now belong to me—a
gift. To “receive” is a sign of gratitude for
the gift received and the trust shown.

A child is a gift. Among the pious or
anachronistic, it’s even sometimes heard that
a child is a “gift from God.” Honest people
have to ask, however, whether the
mainstream attitudes of our culture really
believe that.

If we read the Gospel rather than focus on
maudlin images, we might also discover that
Jesus raises the stakes. Receiving a child is
equivalent to receiving Jesus. Not content to
leave it at that, Jesus ramps the stakes

higher: it’s not just receiving Jesus but
receiving “Him who sent me...”

Of course, implicit here is the converse
argument: not receiving—rejecting a child—
is to reject Jesus. Not only is it to reject
Jesus, but it is to reject Him who sent Jesus
and told us “this is my beloved Son, listen to
Him!”

Yet we live in a culture that says roughly a
million times per year that we

need not receive a child. We live in a culture
that says a child is not a “gift” but a
“choice.” And even when we pretend a child
is a “gift” (e.g., with artificial reproductive
technologies), there’s something of the
ingrate in the discussion, because we reserve
the right to return or exchange the gift if it
doesn’t meet our expectations. Indeed,
there’s evidence to suggest that the turn
away from motherhood after

the Dobbs decision is precisely because
contemporary women of childbearing age
want the nine-month-return-no-questions-
asked guarantee of Roe v. Wade.

Well, you say, ours is a pluralistic culture,
and so you cannot expect the vast majority
of Americans to be guided by your
theological argument.

While U.S. religious diversity is greater than
it’s ever been, about 63% (i.e., nearly two-
thirds) of Americans still identify as
Christians. That their denominations may be
fudging (or even openly ignoring) Jesus’s
teaching shows that the Old Testament
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distinction between genuine and false
prophets remains alive and well today.

From the perspective of Catholic sexual
ethics, a child is always a gift—never a
“right,” a “choice,” or an “expectation.”
That perspective is rooted in that fact that
every child is always first God s creation,
not his parents.

How so? Two reasons. First, every person
always belongs to God, but never to any
other human person. God is our Maker, and
therefore has a claim over us. We are all
brothers and sisters. Second, no mother or
father can create a soul. Their sexual
intercourse contributes the physical matter
necessary for physical development,

but human life is more than just a physical
process. For human life to begin and
develop requires a soul—and only God can
make a soul. So, even before parents can
thank each other for the gift of life, they first
have to thank God. That is, they first have to
“receive a child” given to them.

And it is precisely that receptivity that is
awry in our society.

Consider the brouhaha generated over J.D.
Vance’s comments about childlessness. Yes,
his formulation may have had a polemical
edge, but it’s the core of his argument—that
our culture is fleeing parenthood-is the real
issue. And it’s precisely that contention—that
having kids is and should be seen as normal
and desirable—that is what his opponents call
“weird.”

Think about that: thinking that having babies
1s natural and normal is now “weird”’!

What’s really “weird” is the culture that
thinks that way, because it has lost the
insight into the child as gift. Nor should we
lose sight of the fact that this loss also stems

from a loss of faith, which no longer sees
“receiving a child” as a gift of God to be
welcomed in love.

Karol Wojtyta spoke of parenthood as a
communion of persons (communio
personarum). In the conjugal embrace by
which children enter the world, the Trinity is
in fact imaged twice. It is first imaged in the
“threesome” necessary to give life,

because every child comes from three
persons: the mother and father that
contribute the gametes for physical
development and God who creates the soul
that makes these two gametes passing in the
night into a new human being.

The Trinity is then imaged a second time in
the human community the enlivened child
now creates: a mother and a father with a
child through whom the love of the mother
and father “proceeds.”

So, yes, if you receive these two miracles in
your child, you receive Jesus and,
ultimately, God who, after all, defined
Himself as “Love” (1 Jn 4:8). And, no, if
you don’t receive these two miracles, it’s not
just an indifferent and autonomous “choice.”
In rejecting the child, one rejects Christ and,
ultimately, Him who sent Jesus.

The stakes behind whether we see a child as
a gift to be received or a product to be made
cannot be higher.

I’ll conclude with an observation made by
the French theologian, Laetitia Calmeyn.

After the fall, Genesis speaks of Adam and
Eve as giving birth to Cain and Abel. What’s
telling is and, as Calmeyn notes, often
overlooked is how that childbearing is
spoken of. When Eve gives birth to Cain,
she says, “I have produced a male child with
the help of the Lord” (Gen 4:1).
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In some ways, it’s true. It might even seem
to some to tally with the vision of receptivity
to parenthood sketched above. But Calmeyn
(and I) would disagree.

Note where the focus of gravity is: “/

have produced a child with the help of the
Lord.” “I.” God “helped.” God—without
whom no child, no human being, has life—
is reduced to a supporting actor.

After Cain kills Abel and then goes into
exile, Adam and Eve have another child,
Seth. Listen now how Eve speaks of Seth:
“God has granted me another offspring in
place of Abel” (Gen 4:25). Gone is the “1.”
In the words of Professor Henry Higgins,
“by George, she’s got it!” The subject of the
sentence is “God” who “granted,” that is,
gifted, Eve is with a child whom she now
receives.

John M. Grondelski

Catholic sexual ethics and parenthood have
never been just about “methods”—“natural”
versus “artificial” or “doing what comes
naturally” versus artificial means of
reproduction. Catholic sexual ethics is also
about right attitudes, including attitudes of
piety (and concomitant humility) that
recognize whom God is, whom we are, and
how these three are properly related. It is
about recognizing that, in Mary’s words also
connected with her parenthood, “I am the
handmaid of the Lord.”

Mary received her Child as a gift. Let her,
the new Eve, be our model of the Catholic
attitude towards parenthood, towards
“receiving a child.” Because that is how she
received her God ... and how we do or
don’t.

“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me...” — Catholic World Report
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Pope Praises Queen Isabella’s Response to Enslavement of Native Americans

CWN Editor's Note: In a message for the
presentation of a book on transnational
justice, Pope Francis said little about the
book, but instead reflected on Queen
Isabella’s response to the enslavement of
Native Americans, praising the response as
the “seed of our modern declarations of
human rights.”

The Pope addressed his message to King
Felipe VI of Spain and other attendees at the
book presentation, which took place on the
Canary Islands.

“I would like to mention an event that
occurred during Columbus’s first voyages to
America,” the Pope wrote in the message,
dated August 22 and made public on
September 19. “I am referring to the news
that reached Isabella of Castile about the
sale of Indians as slaves.”

“We have a situation of conflict and
repression where there has been a massive
violation of human rights and, immediately,
the set of measures adopted by the Crown,
which would be the seed of our modern

declarations of human rights,” the Pope said.

He continued:

The force of law, represented in
Queen Isabella not only as the

Catholic World News

political authority of one of the
parties, but as the moral conscience
of one who knew that she had to give
an account of her actions to God,
imposes courageous, innovative and
firm solutions, which go to the heart
of man’s truth, of his dignity, without
concessions; reparations—freeing
slaves even at one’s own expense—
and institutional reform—prohibiting
slavery and demanding the
fundamental rights of the victims in a
proactive and comprehensive
manner.

The Pope drew lessons from Queen
Isabella’s actions, emphasizing that “history
does not go backwards,” that immediate
responses to human rights abuses are
needed, and that “the effective and concrete
application of these dispositions will not
always be easy, nor will they be motivated
by such a lofty spirit.”

The Pope made his remarks against the
backdrop of Queen Isabella’s beatification
cause, which is supported by the Spanish
bishops and controversial because of her
decision to expel Jews from Spain in 1492.

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=63426
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Indiana Diocese Issues School Guidelines Affirming Biological Sex, Promoting
Pastoral Care

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend,
Indiana, released guidelines on Sept.12
affirming that diocesan schools and
institutes must practice the Church’s
teaching on sexuality and gender while
being compassionate toward those
struggling with gender dysphoria.

Bishop Kevin Rhoades notes in the policy
that all diocesan institutes must use
pronouns that align with a student’s
biological sex. The policy does not
permit the use of “‘preferred pronouns” in
any capacity.

It further requires that students use the
uniforms and bathrooms that match their
biological “God-given sexual identity” and
attend single-sex sports and programs that
match their biological sex as well.

The 11-page document, approved earlier this
month by Rhoades, also prohibits “public
advocacy for, or celebration of, sexual
behavior or ideologies contrary to the
teachings of the Catholic Church.”

“Active, hostile, and public defiance of these
teachings is prohibited since it is harmful

to the institution’s Catholic identity and
mission,” Rhoades writes.

Regarding the treatment of people struggling
with gender dysphoria, Rhoades
recommends a compassionate response that
does not involve life-altering surgeries or
sterilizing drugs.

Diocesan institutions may not cooperate in
“transgender” surgical or chemical
interventions such as puberty blockers or

surgery on diocesan property, the guidelines
say.

“While we strongly support efforts to
alleviate the suffering of those who struggle
with their sexual identity, we cannot support
interventions which we believe ultimately
harm them,” Rhoades notes. “We support
pastoral and counseling services to alleviate
their suffering and assist them in accepting
the God-given gift of their sexual identity.”

Rhoades highlights the importance

of chastity for all people. Single people must
live chastity in continence, while married
couples must live “conjugal chastity.”

“One of the greatest challenges today is the
criticism and rejection by many of the
Catholic Christian anthropology,” he writes.
“In particular, the truths we uphold
regarding sexual identity, sexuality, and
marriage have become increasingly
unpopular after decades of a cultural shift
away from a previous consensus on these
matters.”

Rhoades’ diocese has faced challenges in
this area in recent years. The bishop last
year spoke out against the all-female
Catholic St. Mary’s College, accepting any
students who “identify” as women. The
college has since reversed the policy.

In the diocesan guidelines, Rhoades
highlights the importance of “compassion
and sensitivity” toward all those who
struggle with gender dysphoria and same-
sex attraction.
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The diocese expects all who work with
young people to uphold Church teaching
while affirming people’s “God-given dignity
and worth, and to treat them with the love
and compassion of Christ.”

“Ministers have a special responsibility to
assist those who are hurting or struggling,
including those dealing with confusion
about their sexual identity or with same-sex
attraction,” Rhoades writes. “Ministers must
not tolerate any ridiculing, bullying, or
hostile speech or behavior directed against
them.”

The bishop provided guidance on pastoral
accompaniment of those struggling with
gender dysphoria or same-sex attraction.

“It is important, through listening, to gain an
understanding of the needs, difficulties, and
challenges experienced by the young people
regarding their sexual identity

or regarding their same-sex attraction,”
Rhoades notes. “These are often
complicated realities.”

Rhoades notes that when talking to young
people who may be distressed about this, it
1s important to “be attentive to their pain, to

Kate Quinones

listen to their voicing of their pain with a
compassionate ear and heart, to assure them
that they are not alone in their suffering.”

“The dialogue and conversation should
proceed according to the needs of

each individual young person, their
questions, and their personal struggles,” he
writes.

Rhoades notes that in some cases, it may be
helpful or necessary to provide referrals to
mental health counselors or psychologists
“who are faithful to authentic Catholic
Christian anthropology.”

“It is also good to help them to bring their
needs to God in prayer, to rest in his love,
and to have recourse to the Lord’s grace and
healing in the sacraments, especially

reconciliation and the holy Eucharist,”
Rhoades adds.

“It is a special challenge for us to educate
and guide our young people according to the
Church’s teachings on sexuality and
chastity,” Rhoades notes. “It is important
that we present these teachings as a path of
love, a way to human flourishing, happiness,
holiness, and true freedom.”

Indiana diocese issues school guidelines affirming biological sex, promoting pastoral care —

Catholic World Report
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Classical or Catholic? A Sacramental Approach to Education

Catholic education should reinforce our children's identity as made in the image of God and
called into a great work of renewing civilization, drawing from the past and imaginatively giving
it new life today.

Classical education has exploded in the last
ten years, and for good reason. Education
has descended into a utilitarian pursuit,
though an ineffective one at that. By
focusing primarily on career readiness, we
have sunk to new lows with graduates
unable to speak convincingly about the
history and institutions of our nation, not
having read the greats or unable to
comprehend them, and even without much
readiness for a career.

It’s no wonder that classical education has
grown by offering a deeper formation of the
mind through teaching “the best that has
been thought and known.”

Some push back, contending that focusing
on “the best” puts classical schools in an
elitist category. Parents worry their children
will be left behind by reading Homer, unable
to compete against students saturated in the
latest technological fads. Others worry that
reading the Great Books pushes an outdated
narrative of one particular culture that
marginalizes minority groups. Catholics
watching this latest battle within a larger
educational war might wonder what to do.

Looking to our own tradition can address
many of these tensions, overcoming the
dualism of the classical and progressive
approaches, as I lay out in my new

book, Words Made Flesh: The Sacramental
Mission of Catholic Education (Catholic
Education Press, 2024). Offering a

sacramental approach to education, the book
seeks to reconnect things that are often
separated. Career preparation and
intellectual formation can be brought
together as the Benedictine integration of
prayer and work demonstrates. The book
takes seriously the Church’s tradition of
beauty, community, and prayer, connecting
them to a robust formation in the liberal arts
tradition. The Catholic tradition is one of
unity, inspiring us to connect body and
mind, ideas and experience, reason and
imagination, prayer and practice, school and
family, past and future.

A sacramental approach to education
proposes growing in literacy of the great
heritage we have all received as Catholics. It
even proposes lists for reading and
experiencing art to become more familiar
with our own traditions. We need wisdom to
address the key problems of our times, such
as artificial intelligence, transhumanism, and
the ongoing breakdown of the family.
Turning to the past does not prevent us from
looking forward and shaping education in a
way suited to the needs of our day.

We have such a rich treasury of thought,
artistic masterpieces, social expressions, and
holiness in the witness of the saints. The
heritage of the Catholic tradition equips us
to meet the world’s challenges better than
any other group. Catholic education should
reinforce our children’s identity as made in
the image of God and called into a great
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work of renewing civilization, drawing from
the past and imaginatively giving it new life
today.

It’s time to rediscover our heritage, enabling
Christian culture, much more than the
classics, to shape our educational approach.
I’'m happy, therefore, to recommend another
recent resource on our Christian heritage to
schools, edited by my friend Dr. Joseph
Stuart, a professor of history at the
University of Mary. He has produced a rich
and thorough library resource called 7he
Milestones of Christianity (Schlager
Group, 2024). It’s a compelling collection
that contains not only gems of the Catholic
intellectual tradition but also testimony of
“lived experience on the ground,” as he
describes it in a recent interview. Stuart
points out that the “formation of Christian
culture” stretches “around the world
primarily as a grassroots movement in which
local inculturation is continually
happening.” The Catholic story stretches
across the globe, uniting students from
across cultures in a common family.

Rather than float along with current trends,
we can begin to build Christian culture in
our communities by living the faith robustly.

Dr. R. Jared Staudt

This requires immersion in prayer and
taking on today’s problems through the lens
of faith. Our graduates should be poised for
leadership in the world precisely because we
don’t just do what everyone else does. We
can give our students so much more: a
complete education that truly forms the
whole person— one that doesn’t sacrifice the
deepest formation in favor of worldly
success—and unites the knowledge of faith in
reason through their common source in the
word. He is the source of all truth, the one
who created the world, redeemed us from
sin, and continues to enliven us through the
Blessed Sacrament. He is the living center of
a sacramental approach.

Education is in crisis, and we must return to
the centrality of teaching in the Great
Commission given to us by Jesus, making
disciples and teaching them to observe all
that he commanded so that we can be happy
with him forever. We see the damaging
effects of educating only certain aspects of
the person and neglecting others—the most
important aspects of our lives, in fact. Only
Catholic education can truly educate the
human person fully in a way that is ordered
toward our true end and purpose.

Classical or Catholic? A sacramental approach to education — Catholic World Report
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Catholic Schools Ahead of the Curve When It Comes to Curbing Cellphones

Nationally, exasperated teachers and parents are leading a charge to keep phones out of the
classroom.

Always connected? The latest technology?
Easy access to the web? Cellphones
everywhere?

St. Alphonsus Parish School in Seattle has
none of that. And it doesn’t want it.

“When I tell prospective parents we’re tech-
minimal, people light up about that,” said
Nick Padrnos, who just started his fourth
year as the principal. “It’s refreshing to
them. I think everyone knows it intuitively
makes sense.”

What does “tech-minimal” mean?

For one thing, no cellphones. Teachers can
use them during the day. But students can’t.

Padrnos told the Register that a survey this
past spring at the school, which serves about
185 kids in preschool through eighth grade,
found that 75% of the more than 100 parents
who responded said they wish they would
have waited longer than they did to give
their kids a cellphone. The parents not only
put up with the no-cellphones policy at
school, Padrnos told the Register — they
embrace it.

“We talk about it a lot in Catholic schools:
Parents are the primary educators,” Padrnos
said, referring to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (2223). “This movement, to
me, is about empowering parents to reclaim
that role.”

“Parents are just crying out for support,” he
said. “I don’t think the Big Tech companies

are going to give it to them. So that’s where
we step in.”

Catholic schools across the U.S. like St.
Alphonsus are ahead of the curve when it
comes to implementing sensible policies
aimed at keeping student distractions to a
minimum. Nationally, exasperated teachers
and parents are leading a charge to keep
phones out of the classroom.

The California Legislature approved

a bill Aug. 28 that requires public-school
districts to adopt a policy by July 1, 2026,
“to limit or prohibit the use by its pupils of
smartphones” at school or school activities,
including possible “enforcement
mechanisms that limit access to
smartphones.” The vote was almost
unanimous in both chambers.

Florida, Louisiana and South Carolina have
statewide restrictions in place.

(Florida and South Carolina laws ban using
a cellphone during class unless a teacher
allows it; Louisiana law says a student can’t
have a cellphone “on his person” during the
school day.)

Ten other states either require (Indiana,
Minnesota, Ohio, Virginia) or recommend
(Alabama, Connecticut, Washington) that
school districts have a policy limiting use of
cellphones or provide incentives (Arkansas,
Delaware, Pennsylvania) for local school
districts to do so, according

to EducationWeek.

114



https://stalseattle.org/school/about/mission-and-philosophy
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/2223.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3216
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billVotesClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3216
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/379/Analyses/h0379z.CIS.PDF
https://ed.sc.gov/state-board/state-board-of-education/policy-legislative-pl/pl01-attach-model-policy-personal-electronic-devicepdf/#:~:text=Proviso%201.103.,-(SDE%3A%20Anti%2D&text=This%20proviso%20requires%20each%20local,students%20during%20the%20school%20day.
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1380785
https://www.edweek.org/technology/which-states-ban-or-restrict-cellphones-in-schools/2024/06?s_kwcid=AL!6416!3!602270476281!!!g!!&utm_source=goog&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ew+dynamic+recent&ccid=dynamic+ads+recent+articles&ccag=recent+articles+dynamic&cckw=&cccv=dynamic+ad&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiuC2BhDSARIsALOVfBKZX2wwb-zzlBn-K5M6n71yUSsAw5ClD1pIHl8x09WUImUQHgPax6caAhgTEALw_wcB
https://www.edweek.org/technology/which-states-ban-or-restrict-cellphones-in-schools/2024/06?s_kwcid=AL!6416!3!602270476281!!!g!!&utm_source=goog&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ew+dynamic+recent&ccid=dynamic+ads+recent+articles&ccag=recent+articles+dynamic&cckw=&cccv=dynamic+ad&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiuC2BhDSARIsALOVfBKZX2wwb-zzlBn-K5M6n71yUSsAw5ClD1pIHl8x09WUImUQHgPax6caAhgTEALw_wcB

43 Minutes a Day

Cellphones are common among kids at
schools across the United States.

In a 2023 report called “Constant
Companion,” Common Sense Media cited
studies finding that about half of children in
the United States get a smartphone by age
11. About 43% of kids ages 8 to 12 have
one. That figure rises to 88% and higher for
adolescents ages 13 to 18.

Kids who participated in a Common Sense
Media study received a median of 237
notifications on their smartphone on a
typical day, of which they saw or engaged
with about 46. During school hours,
students’ median use of cellphones took up
about 43 minutes a day.

Such numbers have some school officials
thinking smartphones aren’t good for
students at school.

Some Catholic school administrators also
are skeptical about cellphones.

“Our Catholic schools do not allow
cellphone usage during instructional time.
Most schools do not allow them during the
school day,” said Brian Disney,
superintendent of schools for the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis, by email.

Kevin Somok, principal of St. Jerome
Academy, a Catholic parish school in
Hyattsville, Maryland, that emphasizes
classical education, told the Register that
students there have to give up their
cellphones at the beginning of the school
day and can’t get them back while school is
in session.

Somok is in his first year at St. Jerome, but
he has had his own kids there as students for
several years. He has also seen during his 19

years as a Catholic educator what cellphones
do to social life in schools that allow them,
even if only during non-class time such as
lunch.

“Instead of talking to each other in the
cafeteria, they’re looking at their phones.
They’re missing out on positive
interactions,” Somok said in a telephone
interview.

Somok has five children. The oldest is 11.
None has a cellphone.

“My 11-year-old, the way he interacts with
his friends, it’s not on Instagram; it’s not on
group chat. It’s a healthier childhood,”
Somok said.

No Need for Change?

Some Catholic-school systems don’t see a
problem with cellphones in schools because
they think they have them under control.

“Student cellphone usage during the school
day is not a concern within the Catholic
schools of the Archdiocese of Baltimore,” a
spokesman for the school system there told
the Register by email. “Each school has
established its own cellphone policy for
students, tailored to meet the needs of their
individual community, with best practices in
place.”

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
Kansas City, Kansas, have some leeway in
how they deal with cellphones, but most
don’t allow students to use them most of the
time.

“I don’t think we have a need to ban them,
because we pretty much have in place a
requirement to keep them in the backpacks
or lockers and not to be used during school,”
said Vince Cascone, superintendent of
schools for the Archdiocese of Kansas City.
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“We just need to make sure that that time in
school is sacred and focused on learning,
and we try to eliminate any distraction that a
cellphone might bring.”

It's a similar situation in the Archdiocese of
Las Vegas.

“I don’t see them as a problem. I think the
expectation is set: Students know when and
where they can take their cellphones out,”
said Catherine Thompson, superintendent of
schools for the Archdiocese of Las Vegas.
“We don’t want it to be a distraction, but we
know that it’s part of the fabric of our
lives.”

The Book on Smartphones

But some Catholic schools are rethinking
their approach.

Most Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
San Antonio “restrict access and use of
cellphones throughout the day, except for
lunch and breaks,” Jordan McMurrough, a
communications director for the
archdiocese, told the Register.

But archdiocesan officials are thinking about
doing more. This summer, Catholic school
principals and pastors of parishes with
Catholic schools were asked to read a book
that came out earlier this year that
recommends against allowing children to
have smartphones, “and there is a move on
campuses toward the direction of an even
more phone-free environment, working in
close consultation and discussions with
administrators and families,” McMurrough
said by email.

That book, 7The Anxious Generation: How
The Great Rewiring of Childhood Is

Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness, by
social psychologist Jonathan Haidt, argues

that the transition from a “play-based
childhood’ to a “phone-based childhood”
during the past couple of decades has led to
sharp increases in anxiety, depression, sleep
deprivation, social deprivation, attention
fragmentation, addiction and self-harm.

Haidt, whose arguments have been
challenged by some, calls for no
smartphones before high school, no social
media before age 16, and no cellphones
capable of receiving text messages available
to kids in school during the school day.

“Let’s get kids through the most vulnerable
period of brain development before
connecting them to a firechose of social
comparison and algorithmically chosen
influencers,” Haidt writes in the book.

Distraction?
Cellphone restrictions get mixed reviews.

At St. Alphonsus School in Seattle, two
eighth-graders told the Register they don’t
mind the policy.

Callum MacLeod, 13, has had an iPhone 10
for more than a year, and he has friends at
other schools who use their cellphones at
school to listen to music and read text
messages. But he said he prefers being
without one at school.

“I never feel the urge to want my phone
during school time. I don’t think about my
phone during class. I just focus on my
schoolwork,” he said.

Emma Noble, 13, has an Android cellphone
with no access to the internet, which she got
about a month ago. But she, too, said she
doesn’t mind the school’s policy preventing
her from having access to it during the
school day.
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“I like it because it really makes sure you
get your mind on your schoolwork instead
of, ‘Oh, what are my friends texting about?
What are these people doing right now?’”
she said.

But some find such restrictions concerning.

Matthew Haas has had five children go
through Cardinal O’Hara High School in
Springfield, Pennsylvania. Only the
youngest, a 16-year-old junior, has to deal
with the school’s new policy requiring
students to keep their cellphones in their
lockers while classes are going on.

Haas told the Register he understands the
need to limit use of cellphones during the
school day. But like his daughter, he said,
he’d prefer that she have immediate access
to her phone in the event of an emergency,
particularly if she doesn’t have time to get to
her locker.

“I am all for no phones active during
classes,” Haas said in a telephone interview.
“But some of the more restrictive ones like
that, where you can’t have it in your
bookbag, that’s tough for me.”

Even so, restricting cellphones seems to be a
trend.

Jesuit Father John Belmonte, superintendent
of Catholic education in the Diocese of
Venice, Florida, told the Register that he
recently proposed to principals there “a
diocesan-wide ban on cellphones at our
diocesan schools.”

Liz Repking, chief executive officer

of Cyber Safety Consulting, who advises
schools and parents about cellphones and
related technology, said she is hoping to start
a pilot program at two or three schools in the
diocese starting in January 2025 in which

students would be required to put their
cellphones in a lockable fabric pouch at the
beginning of the school day, which would be
unlocked for them at the end of the day.

“It completely unplugs the kids for six to
seven hours a day, which is a wonderful
thing,” Repking said.

She said pushback to similar policies tends
to come from parents who are worried about
not being able to contact their children
quickly if after-school plans change or in an
emergency.

“We’re really accustomed in society to
immediately having access to whoever we
want, whenever we want. And they want
that access to their kids,” Repking said.
“Parents, they just want to have that level of
control. We have to recognize the parents’
concerns and address them.”

Addressing those concerns, she said, could
include setting up a system in which
students can get a message at school within
an hour or so, either by telephone through
the central office or through a dedicated
email station. As for emergencies, by which
many parents mean active-shooter
situations, she points out to clients that
training for lockdowns in schools includes
no talking and no noise, with teachers giving
kids instructions by hand signals, and that a
cellphone might be a hindrance in such a
situation rather than a help.

A more constant negative factor, she said, is
distraction.

The most obvious distraction is during class,
if a student is paying attention to a cellphone
rather than to a teacher.

But another kind of distraction comes from
the constant urge to check other kids’ social-
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media postings throughout the day. “It’s just kind of a very level playing field:

Eliminating access to cellphones eliminates No one’s on their phones; no one’s posting

that problem, Repking said. anything on social media,” she said. “You’re
not missing anything.”

Matthew McDonald

Catholic Schools Ahead of the Curve When It Comes to Curbing Cellphones| National Catholic
Register
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Was Shakespeare a Catholic? Here’s The Evidence (Photos)

Shakespeare’s plays bear witness to how Catholicism infused his imagination, but there is also
tangible evidence that he lived as a Catholic.

Could the most famous writer in history
have been a Catholic? G.K. Chesterton
thought so, stating that Shakespeare’s
Catholicism was “supported by the few
external and political facts we know.” St.
John Henry Newman also thought so.
Shakespeare “has so little of a Protestant
about him,” Newman wrote, “that Catholics
have been able, without extravagance, to
claim him as their own.” Hilaire Belloc,
echoing the verdict of Chesterton and
Newman, insisted that “the plays of
Shakespeare were written by a man plainly
Catholic in habit of mind.” In recent
decades, solid historical scholarship has
added significantly to the “few external and
political facts” known by Chesterton,
Newman and Belloc.

The investigation of Shakespeare’s life
begins with the overwhelming evidence that
he was raised in a devoutly and even a
defiantly Catholic family. The poet’s father
hid a document, ““a spiritual will,” in the roof
of the family home in which he affirmed his
Catholic faith. He would also be fined in
1592 for his “recusancy,” his refusal, in
conscience, to attend Anglican services as
was compulsory under England’s
tyrannically anti-Catholic laws. Meanwhile,
Shakespeare’s mother’s family was one of
the most incorrigibly defiant Catholic
families in the whole of England.

Catholic friends and associates

As for Shakespeare himself, there is
evidence that he might have spent some time
as a schoolmaster in a Catholic home in
Lancashire in his youth, and there is also
evidence that he was forced to leave his
hometown of Stratford because he had made
an enemy of Sir Thomas Lucy, a notorious
persecutor of Catholics.

In London, Shakespeare's patron, the Earl of
Southampton, was a well-known Catholic,
from a staunchly Catholic family, who had
the Jesuit, St. Robert Southwell, as his
confessor. There is considerable
documentary evidence to show that
Shakespeare and Southwell were acquainted
before the latter’s arrest in 1592. Southwell
was tortured repeatedly during his
imprisonment and would be hanged, drawn
and quartered at the Tyburn gallows in 1595.
He would later be canonized as one of the
Forty Martyrs of England and Wales.

If Shakespeare counted priests among his
friends, we know that he counted those who
persecuted Catholics among his enemies.
Court records show that he found himself
embroiled in a legal dispute with William
Gardiner, who had accused him of
threatening physical violence. Gardiner’s
virulent anti-Catholicism has been preserved
for posterity in a report that he sent to Queen
Elizabeth’s Privy Council, documenting a
raid on a Catholic home in London. This
document exhibits Gardiner’s vehement
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disapproval of “papistry” and gives an
invaluable insight into the sort of man whom
Shakespeare considered to be his enemy.

Blackfriars Gatehouse

One of the most convincing pieces of
evidence for Shakespeare’s Catholicism is to
be found in his purchase of the Blackfriars
Gatehouse in March 1613. This house was
““a notorious center of Catholic activities,”
which had “sundry backdoors and bye-ways,
and many secret vaults and corners” and had
been “in time past suspected and searched
for papists.” In 1598, acting on a report that
the Gatehouse was a hive of recusant
activity which had “many places of secret
conveyance in it” and “secret passages
towards the water,” i.e. towards the river
Thames from whence priests could make
their getaway, the authorities raided the
house.

In 1605, the Jesuit, John Gerard, the most
wanted man in England, appeared in
desperation at the Gatehouse, wearing a wig
and false beard as a disguise, and asking for
shelter, stating that he did not know where
else to hide. As late as 1610 it was reported
that the Gatehouse was the base for Jesuits
plotting to kill the king.

Shakespeare, having chosen to purchase one
of the most notorious Catholic houses in the

Joseph Pearce

whole of England, leased it to John
Robinson, an active Catholic whose brother
had entered the English College in Rome to
train for the priesthood. As Ian Wilson
surmised in Shakespeare: The Evidence,
Robinson was “not so much Shakespeare’s
tenant in the Gatehouse, as his appointed
guardian of one of London’s best places of
refuge for Catholic priests.”He was also a
valued friend who visited Shakespeare in
Stratford during the Poet’s retirement and
was present during Shakespeare’s final
illness, signing his will as a witness.

A recusant daughter

Upon his death, Shakespeare left the bulk of
his wealth to his daughter Susanna, who had
been listed as a recusant Catholic ten years
earlier. Other beneficiaries of his will
included several of his recusant Catholic
friends. It is clear, therefore, as the Anglican
clergyman Richard Davies lamented, in the
late 1600s, that “he dyed a papist.” It is
equally clear that he lived as a papist, a fact
that the English did their best to ignore or
hide in the centuries after his death, and a
fact that many literary critics are still trying
to deny.

As for those who share Shakespeare’s
Catholic faith, it is a source of great joy to
know that this greatest of writers is on the
side of the angels.

Was Shakespeare a Catholic? Here’s the evidence (Photos)
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Families Are Moving Out Of ‘Blue’ States and Heading for Red and Purple,
Researchers Find

A new analysis by researchers at

the Institute for Family Studies examines
the states that are attracting and losing
families, and finds that families are leaving
many of the most progressive U.S. states
and heading for states that are considered
more conservative or politically diverse.

Reliably blue states — i.e., states that voted
for Democratic presidential candidates in
both 2016 and 2020 — lost 213,000 families
with children in 2021 and 2022, the
researchers said.

Meanwhile, states that voted Republican in
both elections gained 181,000 families.
“Purple” states that flipped between the two
parties in the last presidential elections, like
Arizona and Georgia, also posted gains,
attracting 38,000 families.

“Parents are not generally moving towards
states with the preferred family policies of
progressives. They are moving out of these
states, including Democratic states, like
New York, California, Massachusetts, and
Oregon, all well known for their liberal
family policies,” researchers Lyman Stone
and Brad Wilcox wrote.

The researchers opined that these data points
suggest that despite many “blue” states
implementing pro-family policies such as
child tax credits and paid family leave, other
negative factors in those states, such as high
housing costs, are leading families to seek
refuge in states that are generally considered
more conservative and may not have yet
implemented many government programs to
help families.

“What we are now seeing in the United
States is that families with children, by the
hundreds of thousands, are moving away
from states with avowedly generous family
policies — from refundable child tax credits
to universal school lunches — and to states
without these policies. California,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, and
Oregon, for instance, have at least two of
these policies. And yet in recent years, all
five of these progressive states have seen
more families leave than move into them.”

The researchers used the U.S. Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey to
determine which states gained and lost the
most families during 2021-2022.

In terms of the total number of families
gained, Texas had by far the highest number,
with a net gain of 53,000 families between
2021-2022. Florida gained 38,000, while
Georgia gained 22,000, Arizona 16,000,
South Carolina 15,000, and Tennessee
13,000.

Of those six states, only one — Arizona —
is not currently fully controlled at the state
level by Republicans. Arizona has a divided
government with a Democratic governor and
a Republican-controlled House and Senate,
while in all five of the other states,
Republicans control the governor’s mansion
as well as the Senate and House.

Looked at another way, the states with the
most families moving there as a percentage
of their population were Idaho at 2.3%
followed by New Hampshire, Montana,
South Carolina, and South Dakota. (Texas’
53,000 family net gain only represented a

121



https://ifstudies.org/blog/the-blue-state-family-exodus-families-are-migrating-to-red-and-purple-states
https://ifstudies.org/
https://ifstudies.org/blog/the-blue-state-family-exodus-families-are-migrating-to-red-and-purple-states
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs

0.8% increase due to its already large
population; Florida was similar at 0.9%.)

All of those states are currently Republican-
controlled at the state level, though New
Hampshire voted Democratic in the last
presidential election.

In contrast, the states that have lost the most
families are almost all — with a few
exceptions — Democratic-controlled at the
state level and voted Democratic in the last
presidential election. At the top in terms of
percentages, New York lost 71,000 families
for a decline of 1.9%.

At 1.2%, the second-largest decline by
percentage was Alaska, which has a
Republican governor and a divided
legislature — though in net terms, Alaska
only lost 2,000 families.

Next on the list with an identical 1.2% loss
was California, which is heavily
Democratic-controlled and lost 92,000
families, the largest net loss of any state.

Oregon, Washington, Massachusetts,
Illinois, and Hawaii — all reliably
Democratic — were next on the list, with
Louisiana placing ninth with a 0.5% decline.
Louisiana is even more heavily Republican-
governed than Alaska and has enacted strong
pro-life protections in recent years. The state
has, however, historically struggled with
high poverty, crime, and fallout from natural
disasters.

The authors of the analysis noted that
because of the timing of the data available,
much of the migration was likely due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, when families may
have fled cities for more rural areas. Later
on, many of the states they moved to in the
Sunbelt and Mountain West reopened for in-
person instruction sooner than states on the

West Coast and the Northeast.
Economically, many of those states, such as
Texas and Florida, also offered the lure of
lower taxes and strong job growth.

The authors opined that the migration data
suggest government policies designed to
help families are not the most important
factor when families decide where they want
to live.

“'Y]es, many of these policies are desirable
to families, and some help them. But they’re
not enough to offset the cavalcade of other
problems, many of them government-
created, that often bedevil blue states, from
homelessness to high housing costs, that
make them less attractive to families with
children,” the researchers said.

“No amount of tax credits will ever be more
valuable to a family than safe streets and
decent housing for middle-class earners ...
Parental leave will never outweigh a good
job market.”

In addition, they wrote, “red states have
generally resisted letting their schools and
sports be guided by avant-garde gender
theories.”

“[T]o be frank, most parents object to
policies that force their daughters to face
biological males on the playing field or in
the locker room,” the authors wrote.

Despite being a draw for families, many
Republican-led states lag behind in terms of
educational quality and health care
outcomes. In some states like Mississippi
with high poverty rates, however, efforts are
underway to expand social safety nets in
service of families.

Families mainly in red or purple states,
like North Carolina, Arizona, and Indiana,
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have also benefited from expanded school
choice programs in recent years, which

Jonah McKeown

allow parents greater freedom to send their

child to the school of their choosing.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259317/families-are-moving-out-of-blue-states-and-

heading-for-red-and-purple-researchers-find
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Biggest Lesson After 20 Years of Special Education in Catholic Schools

As the Catholic Coalition for Special Education enters its third decade, “we are seeing a real
Catholic-school inclusion movement.”

Francesca Pellegrino’s decades-long
campaign to help kids with special needs
access a Catholic education began with her
own son more than 20 years ago.

“We started out with a vision to try and
fulfill an unmet need in our Catholic
community, and really the inspiration behind
it all was my son and the hope that he could
go to Catholic school,” she said in an
interview with Aleteia.

Pellegrino’s hope for a Catholic-school
education for her son led her to found

the Catholic Coalition for Special
Education to advocate for and facilitate an
appropriate, inclusive, high-quality
education for students with developmental
and/or intellectual disabilities in Catholic
schools in Washington, D.C., and Maryland.

You can read here about the tuition grants,
professional development, and targeted
assistance that the CCSE makes possible,
allowing children with disabilities to attend
Catholic schools alongside their siblings and
friends.

While unfortunately her son didn’t end up
attending Catholic school — “Apparently,
the Lord had other plans” — Pellegrino has
made it her life’s work to help children with
special needs attend Catholic school.

And as for her son? He's now serving as a
teaching aide in a Catholic school in
Washington, D.C. “So in his own

roundabout way he found himself at
Catholic school,” she said.

A growing organization

The Catholic Coalition for Special
Education (CCSE) was a one-woman show
for 20 years, but its leadership is expanding
as the organization enters its third decade.

For years, Pellegrino served as both chair of
the board of directors and as the executive
officer. She said, “We've now separated
those two roles, which I'm hoping will free
me up to focus more on implementing our
programs and setting the schedule for future
growth.”

Now Anna McDermott-Vitak will serve as
the new President of the Board of Directors.
McDermott-Vitak brings a wealth of
business acumen and expertise from both the
nonprofit sector and the corporate world.
And she has a special personal interest in
CCSE’s mission: Her daughter, Breanna,
directly experienced the transformative
impact of CCSE’s programs.

“Anna has been a part of CCSE as a parent,
donor, volunteer and board member. She
knows and loves this organization and its
mission,” said Pellegrino.

The biggest lesson: All kids benefit

If there’s one thing Pellegrino learned in 20
years of advocating for children with special
needs to attend Catholic school, it’s that all
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children benefit from having children with
disabilities in the classroom.

“When children with and without
disabilities are educated together, all
students benefit, academically, socially and
spiritually,” Pellegrino said. “I think that is
something people don't always realize.
Parents have concerns that for their children
without disabilities, the academic rigor
might be negatively affected. When
programs are well implemented, that is not
at all the case.”

A lasting impact

Aleteia reached out to a student who took
part in a CCSE program. Theresa Brogan
was one of the first students to benefit from
the founding of CCSE.

She attended St. John the Evangelist
Catholic School in Silver Spring, Maryland,
and then received a certificate from The
Academy of the Holy Cross high school,
both schools that received multiple grants
from CCSE.

She recently graduated from a certificate
program at Vanderbilt University: “I loved it
there,” she said.

Today Brogan serves as a CCSE
Ambassador who represents and assists
CCSE through community outreach,
fundraising, and social media promotion to
advocate for inclusive Catholic education.

“My siblings went to Catholic school and I
really want to be like my siblings in going to

Theresa Civantos Barber

a Catholic school,” she said. “CCSE
benefited my life because they prepared me
to go to a Catholic school and they also
prepared me for public speaking at their
events when I helped over the years.”

Get involved

If you'd like to learn more or get involved,
check out the many resources available on
the CCSE website.

CCSE recently published Believe In Me!, a
publication outlining guiding principles for
teachers and administrators at Catholic
schools. You can download it here. A video
series outlining these principles is also in the
works.

CCSE is beginning preparations for its 20th-
anniversary spring benefit in March of 2025.
This event not only raises needed funds but
is also an opportunity for “educating our
audience, raising awareness of the needs,
and including students with disabilities,”
Pellegrino said.

As CCSE grows, its work is having a
national impact as it connects with
organizations doing similar work in other
parts of the United States.

“In the last 20 years, small organizations
have started to emerge in other parts of the
country, and we are in touch with each
other,” Pellegrino said. “What we are now
seeing is a real Catholic-school inclusion
movement. There is clearly great interest in
our work.”

Biggest lesson after 20 years of special education in Catholic schools
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Back-To-School Inspiration: Saints Who Were Teachers

May their witness inspire future generations of teachers and students.

As schools begin to reopen for the new
academic year, it’s worth a look at holy ones
who spent much of their lives teaching.
Their witness and words can aid teaching
endeavors today — for educators, parents
and students.

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) is the
exemplar of Catholic teaching. The great
theologians of his time were actually known
as doctors in sacred Scripture. According to
the Thomistic historian and theologian Jean-
Pierre Torrell, a person of this capacity of
study and preaching would have to possess
the following capacities and functions:
“They must be ‘elevated’ by the eminence of
their lives to be able to preach effectively,
‘enlightened’ in order to teach suitably, and
“fortified’ so as to refute errors through
disputation.”

Elevated so that they are imitating the One
they teach about; enlightened so that they
may bring their students to see the truth for
themselves as attractive and attainable;
fortified to continue the tough trials of
teaching against the errors of the world.
Aquinas can aid teachers, and students,
today because of unwavering dedication to
learning. May his witness inspire future
generations of teachers and students.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821) was
responsible for opening the first parish
school in America. She also founded the first
American religious order for women. Before
she pioneered these ventures, she was
married and was a mother of five children.

After her husband died of tuberculosis, she
opened a school to support her children and
educate local pupils.

Teachers and students can learn from her
words concerning the necessity of holy
readying: “Give some time, if it is only half
an hour in every day, to devotional reading,
which is as necessary to the well ordering of
the mind as the hand of the gardener is to
prevent weeds destroying your favorite
flowers.”

In order to be formed by what we learn, we
must give space for God to pull out what is
keeping us from him and from the truth.
Education is primarily about the formation
of the person rather than the retention of
facts. St. Elizabeth knew that the best way to
prepare the soil of one’s heart to learn the
truth was to enrich it with the word of God.

St. John Bosco’s (1815-1888) motto for his
life was “Give me souls; take all the rest.”
As a young boy, he had a dream in which he
felt called to dedicate his entire life to
educating young people. Father Bosco later
opened a vocational school for young boys;
they were taught catechism along with
shoemaking and tailoring. Even in the
teaching of these professions, there was a
focus on following God. He was known to
say, “Whatever you do, think of the glory of
God as your main goal.”

St. John Bosco knew that education and

formation were critical for the growth of
children but also for the healthiness of a

culture. “If young people are educated
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properly,” he said, “we have moral order; if
not, vice and disorder prevail. Religion
alone can initiate and achieve a true
education.” Teachers who might doubt their
significance can find solace in the fact that
their work produces future generations.

In addition, St. Katharine Drexel (1858-
1955) was born in Philadelphia to a wealthy
family. She was given a quality education by
tutors at home. Her family was passionate
about learning and contributed donations to
help the less fortunate receive a good
education. When her parents died, she was
interested in continuing these efforts and
later began a religious order that would
devote its energies to prayer and starting

Thomas Griffin

schools for Native Americans and African
Americans in need of an education.

Through her devotion to love Christ and
serve those in need, she reveals that every
heart on the planet yearns for knowledge
because it is through that knowledge that we
become the men and women we were made
to be. As schools are filled with students
again, may we remember that we are never
too old to learn and never too wise to be
schooled in the ways of God.

May these saint-teachers guide our schools
and guide our young to live for God and be
captivated by his truth.

Back-to-School Inspiration: Saints Who Were Teachers| National Catholic Register
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Upcoming SCOTUS Cases Focus on Protection of Children

The issues include internet pornography,
gender-affirming treatment of transgender
youths, and flavored e-cigarettes.

When the Supreme Court opens for business
again on October 7, it will have before it for
argument and eventual decision in the term
ahead at least three cases directly involving
the protection of children and young people.
The issues include internet pornography,
gender-affirming treatment of transgender
youths, and flavored e-cigarettes.

The court will be returning under the threat
of a plan floated by President Biden limiting
the terms of justices to 18 years. But the
proposal has little chance of enactment now
or in the foreseeable future.

Article IIT of the Constitution says Supreme
Court justices and judges of other federal
courts “shall hold their offices during good
behavior.” That is, they have life tenure,
allowing them to serve until they die, resign,
or are impeached. Changing that would
require amending the Constitution,
something highly improbable in today’s
heated political environment.

The idea does serve a political purpose,
however, providing a talking point in the
runup to the November election. As such, it
illustrates liberal determination to punish the
court for rulings liberals don’t like. The
special target is, of course, the decision two
years ago in Dobbs v. Women's Health
Organization overturning the 1973 Roe v.
Wade ruling that created a constitutionally
protected right to abortion.

So far, however, abortion is not on the
court’s agenda during the 2024 term. But the
protection of children certainly is.

In a case from Texas, the Supreme Court is
being asked to consider a state law, adopted
in 2023, that bars producers of pornographic
material from sending it to anyone in the
state under the age of 18. Potential recipients
must provide documentation showing them
to be older than that. Violators are subject to
a fine of $10,000 a day.

The law’s challengers include a trade
association for pornography producers who
contend that the law places unacceptable
burdens on the First Amendment free speech
right of adults who choose to receive
pornography. A three-judge panel of the U.S.
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed with a
lower court in upholding the law. The case
is Free Speech Coalition v. Paxton.

The case involving transgender rights comes
from Tennessee and focuses on a state law
enacted in 2023 that bars treatments for the
condition known as dysphoria, including
puberty blockers and surgery intended to
bring about gender transition. More than 20
other states have similar laws. The suit was
filed by three transgender teenagers, their
parents, and a physician who treats such
patients.

The Biden-Harris administration has joined
the case, arguing that the law violates

14" Amendment equal protection. A divided
panel of the Sixth Circuit U.S.Court of
Appeals reversed a trial judge’s ruling last
fall and upheld the law. The case is United
States v. Skrmetti.
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The case involving flavored e-cigarettes Manufacturers contend that the e-cigarettes

concerns a U.S. Food and Drug help keep children from smoking real
Administration policy of denying producers’ cigarettes. But the FDA says they present a
applications to market them. The e- “serious, well-documented risk” of causing
cigarettes have fruit or candy flavors and children to become addicted to nicotine and
work when a liquid containing nicotine is turn to real cigarettes. Lower courts have
heated by the e-cigarette to form an sided variously with the FDA and the e-
inhalable aerosol. The product is said to be cigarette makers. The case is Loper Bright
highly popular among teenagers, with nearly Enterprises v. Raimondo.

y 20% of U.S. high school students and 5%
of middle schoolers said to be users
according to the most recent numbers.

Russell Shaw

Upcoming SCOTUS cases focus on protection of children — Catholic World Report
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Vatican Representative to Cameroon Calls on Separatists to Allow Schools to
Function

YAOUNDE, Cameroon — As Cameroon
prepares for the start of the 2024/2025
academic year on September 9, the Vatican
representative to the country has made a
heartfelt appeal for children to be allowed to
exercise their right to education.

Separatists fighting for the independence of
Cameroon’s two English-speaking regions
have made school boycotts a key part of
their struggle. For the upcoming academic
year, they have declared a two-week
lockdown from September 9 to September
23, aiming to disrupt the school year.

The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Jose
Avelino Bettencourt, argues that such
actions deprive children of their
fundamental right to education.

In a Facebook post, he highlights a photo
exhibition by Piarist priests and
photographer Emily Pina, which captures
the wishes of Cameroonian children for
peace and the opportunity to attend school.

“Cameroon has become my home and my
passion,” Bettencourt begins, pointing to a
photo of a child named Peter who says,
“Living in peace feels good — just to wake
up and go to school without fear.” The
Nuncio explains that Peter was prevented
from going to school due to violence.

“Our children are our future,” the
archbishop emphasizes. “Children suffer the
most when there is violence.”

He then issues a passionate plea: “This
month of September, let this not prevent
children from going to school. Let’s free the

children. Let us allow the children to build
the future. I add my voice to countless
Cameroonians from all walks of life—from
north to south, from east to west, not least
the voices of the Catholic Bishops of
Cameroon: work tirelessly to build the
future.”

Quoting Nelson Mandela, Bettencourt states,
“Education for all of our children must be
one of our most urgent priorities. We all
know that educating, more than anything
else, improves our chances of building better
lives.”

He also cites Pope Francis, who “reminds us
that the mission of schools and teachers is to
develop an understanding of all that is true,
good, and beautiful.”

Since 2017, when the two English-speaking
regions descended into violence, students,
teachers, and schools have suffered systemic
and widespread attacks. By 2021, Human
Rights Watch reported that over 700,000
children had been forced out of school in
these regions.

Globally, over 250 million children are
prevented from attending school due to
conflict and violence, according to
UNESCO.

“This month of September, please, let the
children attend school, and together, let us
work for peace,” Bettencourt says, echoing
similar pleas from the Bishops of the
Ecclesiastical Province of Bamenda, which
covers the two regions.
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During their 76th Ordinary Meeting held in
Bamenda from August 17 to 22, the bishops
reaffirmed their determination to implement
Christ’s mandate to “teach all nations” and
to uphold each child’s fundamental right to
education.

The bishops particularly praised Catholic
education, describing it as “a powerful tool
for human, social, economic, and spiritual
development.”

They stated, “It makes a unique contribution
to the development of the full potential of
everyone and promotes human dignity and
collective welfare.” Denying anyone “the
possibility of the upliftment that education
brings is to sin grievously.”

They consequently made a special appeal to
all communities in the Ecclesiastical
Province of Bamenda to work together to
create a serene and safe environment for the
2024/2025 academic year.

Bettencourt condemned violence as a whole,
noting that it is “never justified.” He
concluded, “Only peace is the way of the
future. Violence comes from evil. Peace and
only peace comes from God.”

Ngala Killian Chimtom

The violence in Cameroon’s English-
speaking regions began in 2016 when the
government used lethal force against
protesting Anglophone teachers and lawyers
who opposed the imposition of French in
historically English-speaking schools and
courts.

Now in its eighth year, the conflict has
claimed thousands of lives. According to
Human Rights Watch, at least 6,000 people
had been killed by 2022. Additionally, as of
August 2022, at least 598,000 people were
internally displaced, and around 2 million
people required humanitarian aid in the
North-West and South-West regions. These
figures have likely increased significantly
since then.

The roots of the current crisis can be traced

back to the end of the First World War when
Cameroon was divided between France and
Britain following the defeat of the Germans,
the initial colonizers of Cameroon.

Upon gaining independence, the two
communities retained their distinct
educational and legal systems. Continued
attempts by the Francophone majority to
impose their systems on the Anglophone
minority have led to the ongoing conflict.

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2024/09/vatican-representative-to-cameroon-calls-on-separ

atists-to-allow-schools-to-function
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Lincoln Bishop Pens Exceptional Letter on Catholic Education

Bishop James D. Conley elaborated on the “five essential marks of a Catholic education,” as
established by the Holy See.

As the 2024-2025 school year begins,
Bishop James D. Conley of the Catholic
Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska, has penned a
pastoral letter that describes the value of
Catholic schools and gives guidance on their
further development. Titled “The Joy and
Wonder of Catholic Education: Developing
Authentically Catholic Schools,” it was
published on the website of the Diocese of
Lincoln.

History and conversion

The bishop began by reiterating the history
of Catholic education within his diocese,
which reaches back to the Civil War

era. Even at their inception, Nebraska’s
Catholic schools were open to boys and
girls, Catholics and non-Catholics, and
were largely attended by children of
immigrants. He painted a picture of a whole
community banding together in order to give
their children all the advantages that a
Catholic education can bring to their futures.

He further highlighted the value of a
Catholic education by citing his own
experiences attending Catholic school as a
non-Catholic freshman. His experience,
which he described as being “reborn in
wonder,” would lead to his conversion to
the Catholic faith in his junior

year. Bishop Conley wrote:

“My liberal arts education lived up to
its name, immersing students in
truth, goodness, and beauty through
poetry, history, music, philosophy,

theology, art, architecture, and dance.
This spurring of my imagination
ultimately led to my conversion to
the Catholic Church, which was
hastened through my classmates’
friendship and our mutual love and
desire for these three
transcendentals.”

Five essential marks of a Catholic
education

With that, the bishop jumped right into the
heart of his pastoral letter, in which he
explained the “five essential marks of a
Catholic education.”

These five characteristics of a Catholic
education are pivotal to its function and
mission. They were established by
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, the Vatican’s
former Secretary for the Congregation for
Catholic Education, who drew them from
numerous papal and Vatican documents.

Inspired by a supernatural vision

The first essential mark of a Catholic
education is that it must be “inspired by a
supernatural vision.” A Catholic education
is concerned with the formation of the
whole person: “intellectually, morally,
socially, and spiritually.” In a nod to the
ancient Greeks, who believed that an
education makes one free, a liberal
education seeks to unshackle students and
forge them to be independent thinkers.
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Furthermore, a Catholic liberal education
seeks to free the students to live the truth of
being made in the image and likeness of
God. In this way, Catholic schools prepare
their students not just to take on jobs in their
adult lives, but also to equip them to know,
love, and live fully the Christian life.

Founded on Christian anthropology

Bishop Conley next stressed the importance
that all Catholic educators “share directly in
the mission of Jesus Christ, the Teacher.” He
explained that the most common title for
Jesus in the scriptures is the Hebrew
“Rabboni,” meaning “teacher,” and he
mused that few professions are as connected
to the mission of Jesus Christ.

“As such, an authentically Catholic
education is centered on the person
of Jesus Christ. Catholic schools are
not merely information delivery
systems focused on secular success,
but rather are about transformation in
Christ. Our educational mission
goes far beyond conveying factual
knowledge of history, science,
literature, or even of the faith; it
begins and ends with students’
potential for holiness.”

Animated by communion and community

Explaining that Catholic education is an
effort of an entire community, he pointed to
the teachings of the Holy See on Catholic
schools, which suggest that the spirit of
cooperation (be it between educators and
bishops, students and teachers, or the school
and the community) is essential.

It takes a village to raise a child, as the old
saying goes, but it is also important that the
village should focus on “the True, the Good,
and the Beautiful.” As such, the bishop

directed his Catholic schools to make the
Eucharist the center of their educational
pursuits:

“Just as the Eucharist 'is the source
and summit of the Christian life'
(Lumen Gentium, 11), so the
Eucharist must be the heart of every
school. The opportunity for daily
Mass and frequent confession should
be part of the rhythm of life in a
Catholic school.”

Imbued with a Catholic worldview
throughout its curriculum

As the letter moved on, the bishop discussed
what sets a Catholic education apart from
other sectors. He noted that teaching
students to view the world through a
sacramental lens helps students develop
critical thinking skills to connect with and
integrate knowledge, to discern the ultimate
meaning of the human person, and to
understand how we fit into “the bigger
picture.”

“Math and science and the other
STEM subjects are privileged
gateways into the divine order of
things. Every subject bears the
fingerprints of God, pointing to the
beauty, joy, and wonder behind all
reality. Whether that be the marvel of
number, equation, order and
sequence in mathematics, or
salvation history, all reality

is ‘charged with the grandeur of
God.””

He noted that advances to technology have
led to us living in an “age of the image, the
virtual, and the synthetic.” He warned of
the influence that technology has on
students and implored teachers to be
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deliberate and creative in their use of
technology in order to present it as a tool:
a means to an end, rather than an end in
itself.

Sustained by Gospel witness

The final essential mark of a Catholic
education is that it is “sustained by Gospel
witness.” In this, Bishop Conley reiterated
the importance that Catholic educators
“live their faith” as an example to their
students. He explained how crucial it was to
hire educators who were dedicated to living
the Christian values, as “nothing sours
students to religion faster than hypocrisy.”

“Education is a form of friendship.
In a genuinely Catholic school,
teachers and administrators foster
friendship through the hard work of

J-P Mauro

love. They inspire, form, and lead
students out of the virtual into the
world of what’s real — to the true,
good, and beautiful — where they
can encounter and glorify the Lord.”

Bishop James Conley had far more insight
to shed on Catholic education than can be
covered in just one article. His pastoral
letter is certainly worth a read for
Catholic educators who wish to light a
spark, or for parents who wish to have a
better idea of what sets a Catholic education
apart from its secular counterparts.

Read the full pastoral letter, “The Joy and
Wonder of Catholic Education: Developing
Authentically Catholic Schools,” at the
website of the Diocese of Lincoln.

Lincoln bishop pens exeptional letter on Catholic education
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Pinocchio: Well-Read Mom and A Profound Children’s Classic

We all think we know “Pinocchio,” the story of the puppet who comes to life. But a new edition
helps readers young and old rediscover this profound classic.

These are exciting days to be a Catholic.
Many lay apostolates have been founded
which help us to live and grow in our faith.
One especially exciting development is the
number of lay initiatives designed to help us
as family members. Exodus 90 is a men’s
apostolate which helps men to be better
husbands and fathers through becoming
more focused on prayer and self-discipline.
Fraternus is an apostolate which helps
fathers and sons grow together in fellowship
and faith, and its sister organization, Fidelis,
helps mothers and daughters to bond in the
love of God and neighbor.

One apostolate which has proved especially
dynamic and has experienced exponential
growth is Well-Read Mom, the mission of
which is to help “women read more and read
well” and “to deepen the awareness of
meaning hidden in each woman’s daily life,
elevate the cultural conversation, and
revitalize reading literature from books.”
One of Well-Read Mom’s stated goals is “to
encourage intentional family life, reading in
the home, and all mothers’ awareness of
their unique presence in the heart of the
family.”

Founded in 2012 by Marcie Stokman in a
small town in northern Minnesota, the first
meeting took place in the living room of her
home with twenty women in attendance.
Now, there are over 1,000 groups across the
United States and in several other countries.

First book in a new publishing adventure

Over the years, Well-Read Mom has
supported the Ignatius Critical Editions
series of great literary works by assigning
them for discussion. This year, partnering
with Wiseblood Books, another Catholic
publisher, the ladies have launched their
own publishing initiative. The first title
selected for publication is Pinocchio, the
children’s classic, which, alongside
Dante’s Divine Comedy and Manzoni’s The
Betrothed, is probably the best-loved of all
works of Italian literature.

The reason that this particular book was
selected for Well-Read Mom’s first
adventure in publishing is given by Marcie
Stokman in a short prefatory note. She
explains that when she first opened the
pages of Pinocchio, she was “lost in
wonder.” She realized, as with all great
children’s literature, Pinocchio was not just
for children: “Surprisingly, the commentary
was not for children; it was for me.
Somehow, this tale of a wooden puppet
illuminated the journey of my life.”

Another reason for selecting Pinocchio for
publication was that most Americans only
know the Disney feature film and do not
know Collodi’s classic. “While Italians
know this beloved novel well,” Stokman
writes, “most Americans are only vaguely
familiar with the children’s version of the
tale and have never read the original
classic.”
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Revealing "the true nature of the
universe"

A second prefatory note by Colleen Hutt,
Well-Read Mom’s Director of Vision and
Outreach, goes a little deeper. She explains
that Pinocchio’s very being is changed by
his loving acts of self-sacrifice and quotes
from the book to illustrate the point:

He went to look at himself in the
glass, and he thought he was
someone else. For he no longer saw
the usual reflection of a wooden
puppet; he was greeted instead by the
image of a bright intelligent boy with
chestnut hair, blue eyes, and looking
as happy and joyful as if it were the
Easter holidays.

The late, great Archbishop of Bologna,
Cardinal Giacomo Biffi was always an
indefatigable champion of Pinocchio, and
this new edition quotes his description of the
impact that the deeper spiritual dimension of
the story had on him in his youth:

I saw the light. I discovered that the
story contained an announcement —
an announcement that was not, as [
had thought until then, a vaguely
moralistic and instructional one. No.
The book, rather than suggesting
rules of conduct, actually revealed
the true nature of the universe....
Under the veneer of the fairytale, a

Joseph Pearce

clear and well-defined doctrine
shines through, which the humble
people of this world had always
known and loved.

Pinocchio: a primer of Catholic
Orthodoxy

Cardinal Biffi, who authored a book, “a
theological commentary,” on Pinocchio, is
effusive in his estimation of its merits. It
was the “most satisfying, richest and
simplest, most whimsical and logical vision
of things that has ever been offered to the
human mind.” Such is its congruence with
the teaching of the Church, that the good
Cardinal concluded that “Pinocchio might
also have been called On Catholic
Orthodoxy.”

No wonder the good ladies at Well-Read
Mom have published a new edition!
Prompted by their example, we might hope
that many more people will be moved to
read it. Well-read moms, and well-read dads
for that matter, are well aware that nobody is
too young to have classic children’s
literature read to them and that nobody is too
old to read it themselves. Grown-ups enjoy
children’s literature; it is only those who
refuse to grow up, like Peter Pan, who think
that they are too grown up for it.

We should all be grateful that these well-
read moms have published this fine new
edition of this well-read classic.

Pinocchio: Well-Read Mom and a profound children's classic
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Polish Court Blocks Changes in Religious Education

CWN Editor's Note: A Polish constitutional
court has issued a temporary stay on the
government’s plan to change the structure of
religious education in public schools, in
response to a protest by the Catholic bishops
and other religious leaders.

The proposed changes—due to go into effect
with the opening of the school year this
monthy—would have allowed for schools to
offer religious instruction to several classes

Catholic World News

at a time, rather than providing different
lessons for each grade. The Polish bishops
had said that the plan would interfere with
any effort to have a full curriculum in
religion, and thus would “violate the
constitutional right of parents to raise
children in accordance with their beliefs.”

The court’s decision blocked
implementation of the proposed change until
the case is settled.

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=63266
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Desiring The Right Kind of Knowledge in The Right Way

We can pursue knowledge of myriad subjects. But, when that desire to know is not integrated into
service of Christ, then our pursuit of knowledge is not rightly ordered.

School is starting, and we need to keep
students from curiosity. Curiosity? It sounds
bad to modern ears, but ancient and
medieval thinkers considered it a vice—a
dangerous intellectual habit. You can hear
that judgment in the old saying, “Curiosity
killed the cat.” You can also see it in horror
movies where people decide

they must investigate the sounds coming
from upstairs—even though they know of a
rampaging murderer in the area! Yet apart
from those examples, we usually treat
curiosity as simply good.

What do we mean by “curiosity” as good
and healthy? What did those older thinkers
mean by it as bad and dangerous morally
and spiritually?

In our time, we usually define it in a neutral
way. The current Merriam-

Webster definition is simply “desire to
know.” True, a negative sub-definition is a
synonym for “nosiness,” but the other sub-
definition is “interest leading to inquiry.”
This is surely more common. When I ask
students about old sayings, very few know
that curiosity killed the cat.

Used in this neutral sense, without
distinctions, it’s easy to see why. Indeed,
those of us who teach often wish our
students would display more of that neutral
quality of curiosity when it comes to the
assigned readings, experiments, visual art,
and music. We want them to be interested
enough to ask questions: Why did Frodo not

destroy the ring himself? Why do acids
behave that way when in contact with bases?
Why is the father’s left hand so big in
Rembrandt’s painting “Return of the
Prodigal Son? Why do minor keys make us
feel sad?

Students are, alas, often less interested in
inquiring about these topics and more
interested in the latest episode of “Love
Island” or the latest dances on Tik Tok.

Yet this very fact about their interest leading
to inquiry into useless or even morally
dangerous things and lack of interest into
subjects they are supposedly studying points
to curiosity’s older meaning as vice.

It is human to want to know things. The old
gossip rag known as the National

Inquirer had as a motto, “Inquiring Minds
Want to Know.” That’s not wrong. As
rational creatures, part of our fulfillment
comes from knowledge. But we are fallen
and finite creatures. As such, we must desire
the right kind of knowledge and desire it and
pursue it rightly. Curiosity as vice is desire
for knowledge that isn’t right for us or
knowledge desired and pursued in the wrong
way.

As creatures who are frail and fallen, there is
a knowledge of evil that is bad for us to
pursue without a very good reason because
it creates temptations for us to do evil
things. At baptisms, we promise to “reject
the glamor of evil.” That glamorous nature
of evil is dangerous because, even if we
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don’t give in and commit sins, pursuing
knowledge with that glamor on it can cause
us to focus our minds on the attraction of
evil and desire it. At the very least, it can
distract us from good things in front of us,
the right path of action, and God himself. In
short, pursuit of knowledge of evil can tempt
us to sins of thought, word, and deed. It can
tempt us to sins of commission and
omission.

As noted, curiosity is the pursuit of such
knowledge without a good reason. Some
people are required to study certain evils.
Police officers, lawyers, and journalists must
study heinous crimes. Psychologists,
counselors, and spiritual directors must
study sinful and disordered patterns of
thought. Philosophers and theologians must
study heretical and false ideas. Parents must
sometimes study cultural trends to know
whether they are good or bad. The question
of whether we must study something
dangerous has a lot to do with what our
duties are.

That leads to a second aspect of curiosity as
a vice. Even for knowledge that is not evil,
we must desire it in the right way. One
aspect of this is the intention we have for
some knowledge. We can desire knowledge
of good things with an evil intent for action.
We can desire to know good things out of a
desire to do evil with them. I might note
when my neighbor goes to work and returns
because [ want to watch his house for him. I
might learn this because 1 want to know
when to rob him.

Similarly, I might do extra study of my
company to do better...or to show up a co-

worker I dislike in the Tuesday meeting. |
might even want to know about spiritual or
theological truths for the purpose of
manipulating others or showing my own
intellectual superiority.

But even if we are not learning to dominate
or harm others, we can desire knowledge in
the wrong way as an end in itself. We must
pursue all knowledge with the goal of
wisdom: the capacity to see what the
knowledge is good for and where it leads.
The most important answer is that it leads to
God.

As St. Thomas Aquinas says, “man’s
sovereign good consists, not in the
knowledge of any truth, but in the perfect
knowledge of the sovereign truth.” That is
why any pursuit of knowledge that distracts
us from duties to family, community, or God
is ultimately a problem.

We can pursue knowledge of myriad
subjects. But, when that desire to know is
not integrated into service of Christ, then our
pursuit of knowledge is not rightly ordered.
It is no longer that virtue the ancients called
“studiousness.” The vice of curiosity is
disordered desire and promotes negligence
about pursuing knowledge we need to live in
God’s presence.

Let’s nourish our students’—and our own—
desire to know. But let’s nourish it properly,
learning to pursue the right kind of
knowledge in the right way for the right
ultimate goal: the sovereign truth about God
and how to love Him back.
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David Paul Deavel

Desiring the right kind of knowledge in the right way — Catholic World Report
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The 250-Year American Experiment in Non-Sectarian Education Has Failed

Our public education system has not only undermined religion in the United States, it has
replaced religion with socio-political ideology.

Growing antisemitic tensions on university
campuses, the ‘colorblindness’ trap,

and elementary school illiteracy are further
proof that the 250-year American
experiment in publicly funded, non-sectarian
education has failed.

As Archbishop John Ireland recognized a
hundred years ago, there is no such thing as
non-sectarian education. The Bible-based
curriculums of 19th-century American
public schools were gradually replaced by
the 20th-century ‘religions’ of political
ideology, leaving us with 21st-century
immorality, ignorance, hyper-individualism,
and civil disorder.

Education, by its very nature, is sectarian
and therefore religious, because education
forms the intellect and will, which are
faculties of the soul. The human person is
created by God with a desire to develop
these faculties in accordance with truth. But
because The Fall clouded our intellects and
weakened our wills, we need divine
revelation. Religion encompasses the
practices and beliefs that respond to and
integrate revealed truths. We can acquire
knowledge through our senses and reason,
but we need guides—teachers to instruct,
train, and morally direct us.

The great historian Christopher Dawson
observed that religion is what gives structure
and impetus to society because religion
provides the primary ideas of society. These
ideas direct our culture, our traditions, our

work, and form the way we think about
ourselves and how we ought to use our
environmental resources for the common
good. Therefore, all education, especially
the formation of youth, ought to be rooted in
religious ideas, guided by parents, who have
the primary authority to educate their
children, and teachers, who assist parents in
this supremely important duty.

Thus, parishes and schools work together as
the cultural hub of family life in any society
and the education they provide must be
deeply rooted in religious instruction
because religion informs us about how we
fit into society, who we are, what we are
meant to accomplish with our lives, and how
we find true happiness. Society does well to
empower, not penalize, parents to elect the
sectarian education of their choice.

Education, however, is not merely religious.
At the K-12 level, for example, education
begins with the tools of learning—how to
read, how to write, how to cypher—in
addition to learning how to act, how to think
clearly, and articulate ideas. As Dorothy
Sayers explained in her famous essay “The
Lost Tools of Learning”, primary and
secondary education provide a framework
for how to learn for the rest of one’s life.

Education can also include career training,
and this is important for a healthy economy.
This is also not a modern idea. Over 1600
years ago, Ambrose of Milan wrote that
career training is especially important for
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young men who will be household
providers. However, most career formation
in today’s highly specialized economy takes
place through licensing and on-the-job
training, and it is not the primary subject
matter of elementary education.

Civic education is also important if we are to
function as responsible citizens in a
democratic society. When we look at the
history of education in the United States, we
see that Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and
Benjamin Franklin all understood that
education including literacy, virtue training,
and civic education would best equip
citizens to understand their rights and
responsibilities, govern themselves, engage
in public discourse, and make informed
decisions in elections and governance. To
that end, those three Founding Fathers
advocated for tax-funded public education
programs in their states (Virginia,
Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania). They
argued that the resources of poor citizens
often prohibited them from paying for even
the most rudimentary education, so the poor
needed taxpayer assistance for primary
education. Note that Franklin and Jefferson
were not ‘religious’ men, and each believed
that civic and moral virtue could be taught
without confessionalism.

On the other hand, some Founding Fathers
(e.g. John Jay, Samuel Adams, John
Witherspoon, and Patrick Henry) believed
that religious (sectarian) education was
essential for instilling the moral values and
virtues necessary for the functioning of a
free society. Their views influenced early
debates on education policy among the
Founders concerning the extent to which
sectarian and non-sectarian education should
be publicly supported.

Before the Civil War, the movement for
universal, free, taxpayer-funded, non-
sectarian, public elementary school
education was strongest in New England. In
1837, the Secretary of Education of
Massachusetts, Horace Mann, introduced the
industrial Prussian model of ‘common
schools,’ instituting a statewide system of
professional teachers, licensed by ‘normal
schools.” These normal schools standardized
the curriculum for all of Massachusetts with
an emphasis on non-sectarian, age (not
aptitude) based instruction, ‘social
efficiency,’ civic virtue, and character
building. By 1852, elementary school
education was compulsory in Massachusetts
and by 1930, every state in the Union
required students to complete elementary
school taught by licensed professionals.

However, during the 19th century, the so-
called non-sectarian schools were just the
‘lowest common denomination’ (pun
intended) Protestant schools, which enforced
the King James Bible, for example, as the
foundation for virtue and character training.
When Archbishop John Hughes of New
York and Bishop Kenrick of Philadelphia
asked for the Catholic pupils in public
schools to be able to use their own Bible in
the early 1840s, they were told “No.”
Catholics were then accused of hating the
Bible, riots ensued, and Catholic churches
were burned in 1844. In response,
Archbishop Hughes advocated for Catholic
schools that provided an integrated program
of religious instruction with academic and
civic education.

By the late 19th century, Archbishop John
Ireland foresaw that the only way to
eliminate confessionalism from our
education system was to remove religion
altogether, particularly Christianity, and that
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is exactly what we have done over the past
century.

The 20th century witnessed a whole slew of
bad educational ‘reforms’, from John Dewey
to Laura Bush, which have further
eradicated religion from public education
and reduced it to a pragmatic, Bible-less,
grade-based, industrial, ideological,
standardized-test-driven, education system.
All these reforms have tended to funnel
control of education upward to the state and
federal government, removing the family
and local church communities further and
further from control.

In the early 20th century, John

Dewey redefined education when we wrote,
“education is a regulation of the process of
coming to share in the social consciousness,
and the adjustment of individual activity
based on this social consciousness is the
only sure method of social reconstruction.”
In short, Dewey reduced education to a
propaganda tool, a tool to be wielded by the
political and social elites in a top-down
effort to form a universal ‘social
consciousness’ among its citizens.

Our public education system has not only
undermined religion in America, it has
replaced religion with socio-

political ideology. The public school
system, which is protected by state licensing
and entrenched bureaucracy, has ensured
that our children will be subjected to every
social, political, cultural fad imaginable—
anything but Christianity—and the general
trajectory of American ideology since the
1960s has been Marxist, ‘sexual liberation’
ideology.

For over half a century our education tax
dollars have been funding an ideological
indoctrination of our youth which, for the

most part, rejects religion, especially
Christianity, and promotes sexual
licentiousness to the ongoing destruction of
the American family. Our children are being
taught to hate their Constitution, Christian
religion, and traditional family life, and we
wonder why we have so many social and
economic problems. If we were honest, we
would acknowledge that public schools are
still sectarian in America, but the ‘religions’
are atheistic, Marxist, materialism,
environmental pantheism, tech-utopian
trans-humanism, and woke ideology, which
preaches their values and principles.

Thankfully, in 1922 the U.S. Supreme Court
in Pierce v. Society of Sisters, upheld that “a
child is not a mere creature of the state”,
which settled the dispute about whether
private schools had the right to continue
educating within the United States, and by
the early 1990s, homeschooling had become
officially recognized and regulated in all 50
states. In this regard, K-12 ‘school choice’ in
America is far better than in most countries,
but the current system penalizes parents who
send their children to private schools.

74% of my state taxes and 56% of my
property taxes are still funding a K-12
public education system that I have elected
out of. It isn’t right that Jews and Christians
should have to pay twice for education: both
for the private sectarian education of their
children and the anti-religious sectarian
education of anti-religious families, or poor
families who feel they have no choice.

Many politicians are now advocating for
‘parental choice’ programs as a policy
solution to these problems. It seems we are
waking up to the fact that ‘non-sectarian’ is
very sectarian but in a way that is
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detrimental to our communities, because
secular education is not neutral.

The data confirms that private schools
provide a better preparation for family life
than public schools, which is not surprising,
but what is more, the data also confirms
that private schools provide a better civic
education than public schools, which
nullifies the non-sectarian argument.

Between 1850 and 1950, many Catholic
religious communities dedicated to

education were founded in America. K-8
tuition was usually subsidized by parish

Christopher B. Warner

funds, which in most cases made education
free or very inexpensive for Catholic
parishioners with school-age children. In
1965, 9 out of 10 American children
enrolled in a private elementary school were
attending Catholic schools.

Unfortunately, most of these religious
communities disintegrated in the 1960s
and 70s under the influence of the Sexual
Revolution, but it would be wonderful to see
similar efforts return. In fact, it is already
happening. The future of a thriving America
will be the fruit of religious revival and
parent-elected, sectarian education.

The 250-year American experiment in non-sectarian education has failed — Catholic World

Report
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3 Books to Read If You Want to Be Great Catholic Parents

How can we learn to be effective parents? A few excellent books can guide us on the path to
understanding Catholic parenting.

As Catholic parents, we are called to a
special mission of shepherding our
children’s moral education and spiritual
formation.

“The role of parents in education is of such
importance that it is almost impossible to
provide an adequate substitute,” the
Catechism tells us. Parents are called to
educate their children in virtue and serve as
the “first heralds” of the Gospel to them.

But what does great Catholic parenting look
like in action? Most parents will tell you that
parenting, while deeply joyful and
rewarding, is also the hardest thing they’ve
ever done.

How can we learn to be effective parents,
firm yet loving, disciplined yet warm? A few
excellent books about Catholic parenting
can be great resources. These books will
guide you on the path to understanding
Catholic parenting.

{1} Parenting with Grace

If you just read one Catholic parenting book,
make it Parenting with Grace: The
Catholic Parents' Guide to Raising almost

Perfect Kids.

The authors are the founders of Catholic
Households On Mission (CatholicHOM),
the first-ever digital platform dedicated to
helping Catholic families encounter Christ
more meaningfully at home and draw closer
to each other by living the Liturgy of
Domestic Church Life.

Family therapist and parent Gregory
Popcak and his wife, Lisa, bring a
wealth of wisdom and experience to
this updated version of their popular
book. They guide parents through
each stage of child development,
from infancy through adolescence,
offering additional age-specific
advice on “parenting with grace.”

Practical, faithful, and

humorous, Parenting with Grace will
help you discover practical, faith-
filled solutions to common problems
of every childhood stage -- sleep
problems, tantrums, faith issues,
childhood fears, dating, dealing with
technology and media, and much
more!

{2} Discipleship Parenting

Author Kim Cameron-Smith is the founder
of the Intentional Catholic Parenting online
ministry and the host of the Gentle Catholic
Parenting Podcast, where she explores the
intersection between Catholicism and the
science of parenting. She is a licensed
attorney with degrees from Oxford
University and Harvard University, among
others.

Discipleship Parenting: Planting the Seeds
of Faith 1s a must read for parents who want
to raise faithful kids using evidence-based
parenting science:
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As Catholic parents, we have one
fundamental mission: to raise
children who know and love God,
and who are so in love with Christ
that they can't help but share his
message. We are called not only to
be disciples ourselves, but to be
discipleship parents, evangelizing
our children so they become
disciples, too.

That sounds great, but we know this
is not always easy. The culture often
stands in the way of our raising
whole and holy children. Sometimes
our own failures, wounds, and
weaknesses make it difficult to pour
ourselves fully into the mission.
Even if we are working to plant the
seeds of faith, how can we ensure
that the soil is cultivated so the seeds
can grow and flourish?

In Discipleship Parenting, Kim
Cameron-Smith provides tools and
insights to help parents foster seven
ideal growing conditions in the
home: love, balance, play, merciful
discipline, empathy, radiant faith,
and a strong marriage.

Raising children to know and love
Christ, and to share that love with
others, is the most important work
we will ever do. Let's join together
in Discipleship Parenting and

respond to God's call and mission for

all our families.

Theresa Civantos Barber

{3} Parenting

If you are seeking to understand the
theological implications of parenting,
including the deep spiritual significance of
this vocation, you will greatly enjoy
Providence College Professor Holly Taylor
Coolman’s reflections in Parenting: The
Complex and Beautiful Vocation of Raising
Children. Here's what the publishers say
about it:

Books on parenting abound, with
many suggesting that specific
strategies will produce desired
results. Gifted theologian Holly
Taylor Coolman offers something
different: a theologically and
biblically rich commentary on the
theme of raising children.

As a mother of five who is known
for approaching parenting in a
theological way, Coolman is often
asked for advice. In this book, she
explores parenting as a complex and
beautiful vocation in which mothers
and fathers themselves are made and
unmade, offered troubling sorts of
gifts, and drawn deeper into
connection not only with their
children but also with God, others,
and themselves. Coolman describes
child-rearing as a vocation to which
parents are called that requires them
to develop the skills of
apprenticeship and invitation. She
also locates raising children firmly
within the context of the Catholic
tradition.

3 Books to read if you want to be great Catholic parents
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine Celebrates Her 250" Birthday

From museum and historical site tours to 19"-century activities for the kids, there's something
for the whole family at Seton Shrine.

The first native-born US saint, St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton, would be 250 years old in
2024 and her National Shrine is
celebrating in style. The National Shrine of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg,
Maryland, is inviting Americans and people
from around the world to reacquaint
themselves with her life and values, to
reflect upon the lessons they reveal.

What better place to celebrate the life of a
saint than in the very same town in which
she started the first community for religious
women: The Sisters of Charity of St.
Joseph. At the Seton Shrine, visitors can
dive right into the rich history of this
influential saint, beginning with a trip to
the Seton Shrine museum, to learn about the
life and legacy of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

Born August 28, 1774, St. Elizabeth led a
life that was marked by heartbreak and
hardship from as early as three years old,
when she lost her mother. By the age of 19
she was married, but eight years and five
children later, she would find herself
widowed, with two of her children
following her husband to the other side
soon after. Even when she converted to
Catholicism she had to contend with the
frustrations of being ostracized by former
friends.

Rob Judge, executive director of the Seton
Shrine, commented on the saint’s life:

“She endured profound grief,
financial stress and an uncertain

future and through it all she and the
Sisters of Charity poured their
energy into serving others. We
celebrate her birthday every year,
and on this 250th birthday we invite
everyone to focus on her example of
faith and service to navigate through
the tough times in their own lives
and to reach out to others in need.”

Despite the turmoil, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
is today remembered as a devout leader and
pioneer of Catholic education. Her
enduring legacy includes several religious
congregations of women, who number in
the thousands. This legacy also includes the
National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

Historic sites

Once the Seton Shrine Museum is fully
explored, visitors will not want to miss the
sights of the Stone House, built in the 1700s,
and the Historic St. Joseph House, which
was commissioned by the saint after the
Stone House was deemed not large
enough for all that she had planned.

Tours through these historic sites would not
be complete without Seton Shrine’s “Living
History” offerings. These are interactive
sessions in which participants get to take
a step back in time to 1818, to see what
life was like at St. Joseph’s Academy, the
first school founded by St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton. These activities feature living history
interpreters who engage visitors in character,

147




in an attempt to give an authentic look at Elizabeth Ann Seton. Have a look at the
early 19th century life. shrine’s official website and plan your trip to
celebrate her 250th birthday today.

There’s a whole lot more waiting to be
discovered at the National Shrine of St.

J-P Mauro

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton shrine celebrates her 250th birthday
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Religious Broadcasters Sue IRS Overrule Limiting Political Speech for
Nonprofits

A coalition of religious broadcasters and
churches is suing the U.S. Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) over a long-standing rule that
forbids certain nonprofits, including
churches, from supporting politicians and
political campaigns.

The complaint, filed on Wednesday in U.S.
district court by the National Religious
Broadcasters (NRB), argues that churches
“are placed in a unique and discriminatory
status” by the Internal Revenue Code.

That code automatically classifies almost all
churches as 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organizations. Since 1954, the Johnson
Amendment of the tax code — named after
then-Texas Sen. Lyndon Johnson — forbids
501(c)(3) nonprofits from endorsing or
opposing political candidates.

Some efforts have been made over the years
to repeal or loosen the Johnson Amendment,
including a failed effort as part of the 2017
tax reform bill and a religious freedom
executive order signed by President
Donald Trump that same vear.

In their lawsuit, meanwhile, the religious
broadcasters — along with two churches and
the nonprofit Intercessors for America —
argue that the tax code punishes churches by
“silenc[ing] their speech while providing no
realistic alternative for operating in any
other fashion.”

The plaintiffs assert in the suit that the
501(c)(3) rules are applied unevenly and that
there is “no apparent rational basis for
determining which 501(c)(3) organizations
will be permitted to proceed and which will

be penalized for violating the Johnson
Amendment.”

“The IRS acts in an arbitrary and capricious
manner vis-a-vis electoral statements by
nonprofit organizations,” the suit says,
further arguing that the agency “operates in
a manner that disfavors conservative
organizations and conservative, religious
organizations” in its enforcement of the
code.

The suit noted that not all of the plaintiffs in
the filing want to openly endorse political
candidates. Yet all of them “desire to
communicate their views about candidates’
positions that are relevant to the issues
[they] care about.”

The plaintiffs’ free speech rights are “clearly
chilled” by the IRS rule, the suit argues. It
posits that the Johnson Amendment violates
several constitutional provisions including
the First and Fifth Amendments as well as
the federal Religious Freedom Restoration
Act.

The suit asks the court to declare the
Johnson Amendment unconstitutional.

In a press release, NRB said the plaintiffs
“are making no attempt to obtain a decision
prior to the 2024 election.”

“They are not filing a motion for a
preliminary injunction or any other motion
to expedite the litigation. They do not expect
any hearings in the matter prior to the 2024
election,” the release said.

NRB President and CEO Troy Miller said
the group believes “that all nonprofits
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should have the constitutional right to freely
express their point of view on candidates,
elections, and issues on the ballot.”

“Our challenge to the Johnson Amendment
is about securing the future of free

Daniel Payne

expression for all Americans, particularly
those standing in the pulpit,” Miller said.

NRB and Intercessors for America are
joined in the suit by the Texas churches
Sand Springs Church and First Baptist
Church Waskom.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258987/religious-broadcasters-sue-irs-over-rule-limi

ting-political-speech-for-nonprofits
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Voyage Comics Presents St. Therese of Lisieux Autobiography

The esteemed makers of Catholic graphic novels have illuminated ‘Story of a Soul’ with original
illustrations that pay tribute to the saint s artistic ability.

For years, Voyage Comics has been
producing art of the highest quality for
graphic novels that illuminate the lives of
saints like St. Kateri Tekakwitha and St.
Joan of Arc. While they are highly
researched for the sake of presenting the
most accurate depictions of their lives, they
are usually presented as third-person
narratives.

Now, however, Voyage is publishing a
classic piece of literature that brings
readers the story of the life of St. Thérese
of Lisieux, as told by the saint herself in
her autobiography, Story of a Soul.

Voyage’s release of Story of a Soul by St.
Thérese of Lisieux comes as a part

of Voyage Classics, a series that publishes
classic works of literature that elevate
modern life. Rather than just reprinting,
however, Voyage gives these classics a
facelift with custom typeset and original
works of art. In this way, Voyage preserves
valuable and historic books to be enjoyed by
generations to come.

Story of a Soul is the perfect addition to
Voyage Classics, as the saint’s
autobiography highlights her attraction to
the sea — as well as the spiritual symbolism
she found behind it — and this fits well with
Voyage’s maritime motif. Voyage points to
a particularly relevant quote from the
writings of St. Thérese of Lisieux to
illustrate her views:

“The symbol of a ship always
delights me, and helps me to bear
with my exile. Does not the Wise
Man tell us: ‘Life is like a ship that
passeth through the waves; when it is
gone, the trace thereof cannot be
found’?”

Founder of Voyage Comics Philip Kosloski
explained that Voyage’s Story of a Soul pays
tribute to the remarkable artistic ability of
the 19th-century saint from cover to

cover. Indeed, the cover of the work was
inspired by St. Thérése of Lisieux’s own
paintings, which focus on a ship sailing
towards the Sacred Heart.

Kosloski explained that much of the
inspiration for Voyage’s tribute to St.
Thérése of Lisieux’s artistic nature came
from a 1996 coffee table book titled Therése
and Lisieux. The book is said to contain a
wealth of information on the saint not found
elsewhere, like original drawings, sketches,
and holy cards drawn in her own hand.
Kosloski said of the book:

“One set of paintings that struck me
when I first read it were a series of
pictures she painted that revolved
around a ship sailing in the ocean.
The caption to these paintings reads,
‘In each of these paintings, Thérese
illustrates one of her favorite themes:
the heavenly body which allows the
boat to sail in total security is the
heart of Jesus.””
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This new edition of Story of a Soul is
currently available for pre-order on the
Voyage Comics website, to be shipped
approximately by October 22, 2024.
Furthermore, Voyage is holding a sale

J-P Mauro

for Story of a Soul that will last until
September 8.

Learn more about Story of a Soul at Voyage

Comics.

Vovage Comics presents St. Thérese of Lisieux autobiography
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St. Teresa of Avila’s Timeless Wisdom for Parents

She learned the hard way how much peer pressure can influence a teenager.

A child’s environment is so important to
their success. But one key part of the
environment is easily overlooked, and St.
Teresa of Avila urged parents to give it more
attention.

We see the importance of the environment
reflected in so many educational
philosophies. Montessori educators stress
the importance of the “prepared
environment,” Charlotte Mason devotees
propose that “education is an atmosphere,”
and both teachers and homeschool educators
spend tons of time on schoolroom
organization and decor.

Part of giving children a wholesome and
informative environment is purely physical.
Engaging books and beautiful materials
make learning attractive to children.

But part of the environment is also the
other people in it. And their importance
cannot be overstated.

On the most basic level, we see the
importance of the social environment
reflected in the child’s relationship with their
teacher or parent. Connecting with the child
is the first step to teaching them. A child is
so much more likely to cooperate with
parents and teachers when the connection
between them is warm and strong.

At the same time, adult authorities are only
one part of the social environment. The
child’s friends have an enormous
influence on the child, perhaps more than
parents even realize. This is especially true

for teenagers, whose need for peer
acceptance is the highest it will ever be in
their lives.

St. Teresa of Avila learned the hard way
that friends can do a lot of damage, even
to good kids who want to do the right
thing. As a teenager, she fell under the
influence of a cousin whose morals were
questionable at best.

St. Teresa’s own parents and siblings were
holy people, but she imitated her relative
instead. And this relative tempted her to all
kinds of wrong behavior. She describes in
her autobiography,

I had a sister much older than
myself, from whom, though she was
very good and chaste, I learned
nothing, whereas from a relative
whom we often had in the house I
learned every kind of evil. This
person was so frivolous in her
conversation that my mother had
tried very hard to prevent her from
coming to the house, realizing what
harm she might do me, but there
were so many reasons for her coming
that she was powerless. I became
very fond of meeting this woman. I
talked and gossiped with her
frequently; she joined me in all my
favorite pastimes; and she also
introduced me to other pastimes and
talked to me about all her
conversations and vanities.
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This relative’s evil influence was so great
that it led St. Teresa away from God. She
writes,

Until I knew her (this was when I
was about fourteen or perhaps more:
by knowing her I mean becoming
friendly with her and receiving her
confidences) I do not think I had
ever forsaken God by committing
any mortal sin, or lost my fear of
God ... The result of my
intercourse with this woman was
to change me so much that I lost
nearly all my soul's natural
inclination to virtue.

After some time, fortunately, Teresa left
home and the influence of this relative. And
there's a major happy ending, since
eventually she went on to become one of the
greatest saints of all time. But her
experience with peer pressure as a
teenager left her changed.

As a result, she wanted all parents to know
what had happened so that they could keep
their own children safe from bad
influences. She wanted all parents to give
thought and attention to the social
influences that surround their kids. She
wrote,

I am sometimes astonished at the
harm which can be caused by bad
company; if I had not experienced it
I could not believe it. This is
especially so when one is young, for
it is then that the evil done is
greatest. I wish parents would be
warned by me and consider this
very carefully.

For modern parents, good influences might
also include the TV shows, movies, and
books our children watch and read. St.
Teresa encouraged parents “to contrive
that their children shall always, and in
every way, see things that are good.”

Each child is different, so each family will
have different standards about the media
their children consume. But St. Teresa’s
encouragement to shield our kids from
negative influences is a principle to take to
heart.

Instead, we can encourage friendships with
kids who are positive and kind. These kinds
of friends aren’t always easy to

find! Something to pray hard for is that
our kids will meet good and holy friends.

St. Teresa also understood what a heartening
influence good friends can be. She wrote,

I have learned what great advantage
comes from good companionship;
and I am sure that if at that age I had
been friendly with good people I
should have remained sound in
virtue. For, if at that time I had had
anyone to teach me to fear God, my
soul would have grown strong
enough not to fall.

On her feast day today, let’s ask St. Teresa
for her intercession to bring our children
good and holy friends who will encourage
them on the path of virtue. If anyone can
sympathize with this prayer intention and
fervently join in our prayers for it, it’s St.
Teresa!
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Theresa Civantos Barber

St. Teresa of Avila’s timeless wisdom for parents
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Why We Should Celebrate Catholic Schools

The large and growing difference in fundamental values today between the government school
system and the Catholic school system seems likely to make existing gaps in religious outcomes
much wider.

Over the next several days, dioceses all
across America will be celebrating Catholic
Schools Week (January 28-February 3).
Catholic schools will be putting their best
foot forward and making their case to
parishioners and the broader world. While
kids showing off their uniforms at Sunday
Masses may be cute, the massive personal
and parish investment required to support
Catholic schools may require some
justification. The evidence does show that
Catholic schools help to produce Catholic
adults.

Yes, Catholic schools are expensive. They
are expensive for both the parish and for the
families. In my diocese, families pay on
average 47% of the cost for educating
elementary students and 68% for high
school students, with the balance coming
from the parish or fundraising efforts. For
my family, our monthly Catholic school
tuition bill exceeds my home mortgage
payment (just the principle and interest;
tuition will not exceed taxes and insurance
too until I have a kid in high school). With
Catholic schools this expensive, it is not a
shock that most Catholic kids are not in
Catholic schools.

Most children baptized into the Catholic
Church do not attend Catholic schools. The
extensive National Youth and Religion
Survey of 2002-2003 found that 86% of
self-identified Catholic teens went to public
school. In my diocese, 17% of Catholic kids

attend Catholic schools. Nationwide, the
percentage attending Catholic schools is
certainly declining. Catholics born in the
1940s were twice as likely to have attended
Catholic schools as those in the 2000s
according to the Pillar’s Survey. Of course,
there are many other intervening changes in
those years too. Catholic schools went from
serving immigrants to serving the affluent.
We have Catholic schools that are regional
athletic powerhouses, dedicated to recruiting
athletic talent. Academic goals at some
schools may outstrip spiritual

goals. Sociologist Christian Smith notes
that from 1970 to 2003, the percentage of
non-Catholics enrolled in Catholic schools
quadrupled.

There are many claims about the benefits of
Catholic schooling. Parishes with schools
actually tend to_have fewer financial
problems, though this appears to be a
product of parish size itself. While some
claim Catholic school students end up_better
behaved, others disagree. Catholic schools
often boast of their academic excellence, but
modern researchers challenge this. My alma
mater proudly proclaims the results of

its study: “Catholic schools not superior to
public schools.”

If Catholic schools are so expensive and the
record, as a whole, may not be clear, is it
worth the expense and hassle of sending
one’s kids to Catholic schools? The
strongest case for Catholic schools may be
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the most obvious—their religious impact.
Studies of religious transmission among
Catholics tend to look at two things: whether
people continue to identify as Catholic and
how frequently they attend Mass. The
surveys back up the claim that Catholic
schools are more likely to produce
practicing Catholic adults.

Among those who have studied the religious
effects of Catholic schools is the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate
(CARA), a “Georgetown University
affiliated research center that conducts
social scientific studies for and about the
Catholic Church.” A poll conducted

by CARA in 2003 “estimated that nearly
eight in ten Americans raised Catholic who
had attend[ed] Catholic schools (primary
and/or secondary) self-identified as
Catholics as an adult. By comparison fewer
[than] seven in ten of those raised Catholic
who did not attend a Catholic school
remained Catholic as adults.”

In 2020, CARA conducted The National
Poll of Young Catholics and again found a
link between Catholic schooling and Mass
attendance: “ Weekly Mass attenders, prior
to the pandemic, are more likely than
monthly or less frequent attenders to have
attended Catholic primary school (40%
compared to 34% and 26%, respectively),
Catholic high school (30% compared to 24%
and 13%, respectively).”

In 2021, Catholic news website The

Pillar commissioned a survey of thousands
of Americans on their religious beliefs and
practices:

We collected data on all types of
schools, but only Catholic schools
and public schools had enough
attendees to draw useful conclusions.

Seventy-seven percent of those who
went to Catholic schools still
consider themselves Catholic, while
only 69% of those who went to
public school do.” They “tried
controlling our data for childhood
Mass attendance, family religious
practices, etc. — But in all cases, we
found a clear difference, in both
adult Catholic identity and weekly
Mass attendance, between people
who went to Catholic schools and
their public school counterparts.

In short, Catholics who went to Catholic
schools ended up as weekly Mass goers 36%
of the time; only 25% of Catholic public
school graduates grew up to attend Mass
weekly. Of course, both of those numbers
are horrible and disappointing. It is sad that
the Church has lost so many people. But the
40% increase for Catholic school grads is
notable. CARA’s work, mentioned earlier,
also suggests that the differences in Mass
attendance “become more pronounced (and
statistically significant) among younger
Catholics.”

The data we have is necessarily backward
looking. It tells us about the religious
formation of today’s adults without
necessarily predicting the future of today’s
children. We can see what happened to Baby
Boomers or Millennials but that does not
inherently mean the patterns will be the
same for the children of Millennials. We
have, however, every reason to believe the
gap between public school and Catholic
school religious outcomes will widen in the
future (the literature tends not to report on
homeschooling because of limited data). The
large and growing difference in fundamental
values today between the government school
system and the Catholic school system
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seems likely to make these gaps in religious
outcomes much wider.

There is a reason to celebrate Catholic
schools this week. It is nice if they win their

J.C. Miller

basketball league or produce better test
scores, but the return on investment is best
measured in faithfulness. And the evidence
shows that Catholic schools produce
graduates with greater faithfulness.

Why we should celebrate Catholic schools — Catholic World Report
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Beyond Rankings: On The Impact of Catholic Colleges and Campus
Ministries

Catholic colleges and strong campus ministries have a significant positive impact on the faith
lives of students that lasts a lifetime.

An annual American ritual has begun, with
college freshmen moving in and some high
school students starting to get serious about
college. My oldest is entering eighth grade,
so we have plenty of time to ponder this,
though at the moment she is set on attending
a Newman Guide Catholic college.

For young Catholics considering college or
their parents, there’s a natural question of
whether Catholic colleges are worth the cost
and potentially the distance. Most
Americans are focused only on things like
the income potential or experience, but
Catholics should also consider the faith
impact of their college choice. The evidence
shows a tremendous benefit to attending a
Catholic college or university, though
Catholic programs on non-Catholic colleges
are doing some great things.

Before discussing faith on campus, it’s
worth noting that the assumption that the
more educated people are, the less religious
they are is no longer accurate. Christian
Smith, the sociologist and expert on
religious transmission, explains that: “Most
of the older research was conducted on baby
boomers, for whom college did indeed seem
to tend to corrode religious faith and
practice. But many studies more recently
have shown that the conventional wisdom
about baby boomers does not apply to
today’s youth. Higher education no longer
seems to diminish the religion of emerging
adults.” In the case of Catholic colleges,

higher education certainly enhances
graduates’ faith life.

The evidence backs the hope that Catholic
colleges bolster the faith of Catholic
attendees. The Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown
University has been surveying Catholics for
decades. In 19 surveys, conducted from
2000 to 2010, CARA found that: “Catholics
who attended a Catholic college or
university are more likely than Catholics
who attended a non-Catholic college (public
or private) to:

= Attend Mass every week (34 percent
compared to 19 percent)

= Register with a parish (75 percent
compared to 55 percent)”

They also concluded that: “Across the
board, Catholics who have attended a
Catholic college or university are more
likely than those who attended a non-
Catholic college to respond in a manner that
1s more consistent with Church teachings
and practice.”

In 2020, CARA conducted the National Poll
of Young Catholics, which found that
weekly Mass attenders “are more likely than
monthly or less frequent attenders to have
attended” a “Catholic college or university
(19% compared to 10% and 9%,
respectively).”
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In November 2021, The Pillar
commissioned a survey in support of their
research on why Catholics leave the
church. The Pillar found a strong
connection between Catholic colleges and
faith later in life. “We also asked
respondents whether they had attended a
Catholic college or university. Among
respondents who went to college, 30% of
those raised Catholic went to a Catholic-
affiliated college or university. Those who
went to a Catholic college were 23% more
likely to remain Catholic and twice as likely
to attend Mass weekly as those who did
not.” Catholic schools do great things, but
Catholic colleges seem to have an even
bigger impact.

There is, as always with this kind of data, a
chicken-and-egg problem; people more
serious about their faith may be more likely
to attend a religious college. The surveys
also do not distinguish between Catholic
colleges that are serious about their faith as
opposed to those that were simply founded
by Catholics at some point in the past. But
even with those caveats, the impact of
Catholic education cannot be ignored. The
Pillar’s Brendan Hodge offers an insight as
to why Catholic colleges might have such an
impact:

Seventy-four percent of respondents
who stopped going to Mass for a
year or more did so during their
teens or 20s. Perhaps in addition to
opportunities for spiritual and
intellectual formation, Catholic
colleges simply offer more
opportunities for students to attend
Mass regularly, keeping up the habit.

Hodge is a very insightful writer, and I think
he is right about this. But there may be
something else at play too.

A healthy marriage—and particularly a
marriage to a fellow Catholic—is immensely
important to maintaining and passing on the
faith. CARA once noted that:

Catholics who have married in the
Church are five times more likely to
have attended Catholic universities
and colleges than their counterparts
who decided to marry outside the
Church. In fact, attendance at a
Catholic college or university is the
single most powerful correlate of
having married in the Catholic
Church (this positive association for
Catholic college attendance and
something faith-related is one among
many found in CARA surveys).

Why might this be? Separately, CARA
flagged the obvious impact of being around
other Catholics: a Catholic is more likely to
marry a fellow Catholic if that “Catholic
will be in close proximity to other
Catholics.” Perhaps attending a Catholic
college leads to Catholic marriages, if not to
classmates then to someone met through the
networks and friends developed from having
attended that college.

This is pretty strong evidence for the value
of Catholic colleges. But I’ve personally
seen some wonderful Catholic activities
outside of Catholic colleges, and there is at
least some data to back this up.

Grand Valley State University in West
Michigan is less than four miles from my
house. It is a state school that has quietly
climbed in the rankings. The student body
has a generic modern vibe, where some feel
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“hurt” because of the prospect of a Chick-
fil-A coming to campus. The Catholic
campus parish, increasingly full of students
and non-students alike that are drawn in for
the quality, orthodox preaching, is doing
amazing things. The campus ministry is
vibrant, confession is offered five days a
week, and students (and other young adults)
attend adoration, which twice a month
features praise music.

The programs generate missionaries and
marriages. For the year of Eucharistic
Revival, Catholics recently made an
Eucharistic procession (see photo at top) on
campus.

Twenty miles away, amazing things are
happening at Hope College. The Saint
Benedict Institute runs an amazing and
thoughtful campus ministry. They bring in
interesting talks that enrich campus. They
offer a snow Mass, which is exactly what it
sounds like. This campus ministry has
produced results, which include conversions,
engagements, and at least one religious
vocation. The Catholics on campus now
have their own sacred space in an official
school building in the center of campus—the
beautiful Saint Anne Oratory.

Hope is a Protestant college, and not just
any kind of Protestant, but Dutch,
Calvinist, Reformed. This year, they held a
Eucharistic procession on campus. I could
not imagine a greater sign of victory than

J.C. Miller

Catholic students processing with the Holy
Eucharist through a Calvinist institution.
The evidence supports these anecdotes.
Hopefully, other colleges are experiencing
similar phenomena.

More than twenty years ago, CARA polled
Catholics and asked those who had attended
college whether they had participated in a
campus ministry. Those currently in a
campus ministry attended Mass at
significantly higher rates, and this carried
forward into their post-college faith life,
both in terms of Mass attendance and
involvement in their parish. CARA’s 2020
survey also reflected significantly more
frequent Mass attendance for those who had
participated in such programs.

Professor Smith found that Catholics are
less likely to attend a college religious group
than members of other faith traditions. Only
15 percent of his Catholic respondents who
had attended college reported ever being
involved in a college-based religious group.
CARA’s survey also found a 15 percent
participation rate. These programs produce
great results for their participants, but too
few participate. Most Catholics at a non-
Catholic school simply will not experience
what these programs have to offer.

My kids are still years away from college,
but the data has made me hope they find
their way to a Catholic college. The faith
impact justifies the cost.

Beyond Rankings: On the impact of Catholic colleges and campus ministries — Catholic World

Report
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House Lawmakers Probe HHS On Its Backing of Sex Changes for Kids

The U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Oversight and Accountability
is launching an investigation after the Biden-
Harris administration allegedly pressured an
international health care organization to
promote gender transition drugs and
surgeries for minors.

“We are concerned that HHS [Department of
Health and Human Services] officials, acting
in their official capacity, inappropriately
applied pressure for changes to international
pediatric medical standards,” Lisa McClain,
the chairwoman of the House Health Care
and Financial Services subcommittee, said
in a letter to HHS secretary Xavier Becerra.

“The Biden administration’s advocacy for
expanding the pool of vulnerable children
subjected to life-altering procedures they
may later regret is reprehensible,” McClain
said.

The investigation comes after court
documents suggested that Admiral Rachel
Levine — President Joe Biden’s assistant
secretary for health — pressured a major
transgender health care organization to alter
proposed guidelines.

According to internal emails, the World
Professional Association for Transgender
Health (WPATH) planned to issue guidelines
that would have discouraged doctors from
offering sex-change drugs and surgeries to
young children. But following external
pressure from Levine, the group eliminated
the age-based suggestions altogether.

“The reality that WPATH caved to make
changes to child patient care
recommendations based on blatant political

motivations is a stain on the credibility of
WPATH and its guidelines,” the letter read.

In internal emails, WPATH staff
acknowledged that they lacked sufficient
evidence to justify their final guidelines but
still removed the age recommendations out
of concern that Republicans would use the
suggestions to justify legal restrictions on
transgender drugs and surgeries for minors.

“Officials applied this inappropriate pressure
by urging for the removal of age limits that
expands the pool of children and adolescents
recommended for irreversible gender
transition surgical procedures,” the letter
read. “The committee requests documents
and information from HHS to assist our
investigation of this matter.”

The lawmakers requested documents that
show the communications between Levine
and all WPATH staff and a record of all
calendar entries for Levine or other HHS
staff that show meetings, briefings, and
phone calls with WPATH staff. The
committee also requested communications
that Levine and other HHS staff had with
other health care associations related to
transgender drugs and surgeries for minors.

Additionally, the lawmakers asked for
documents related to internal HHS guidance
about transgender drugs and surgeries for
minors and related communications between
HHS staff, the White House, and some
congressional staff.

Stanley Goldfarb, the chairman of Do No
Harm — a medical association that opposes
sex changes for minors — applauded the
committee for “investigating the Biden
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administration’s attempt to subject children
to life-altering, irreversible, experimental
medical treatments.”

“Admiral Levine’s pressuring of WPATH to
remove age-based guidance for transgender
surgeries is unacceptable and [puts]
thousands of children in harm’s way,”
Goldfarb told CNA. “Do No Harm

Tyler Arnold

continues to call on Levine to resign for
putting politics before patients.”

In about half of the states in the country,
doctors are still allowed to provide sex-
change drugs and perform sex-change
operations on minors, regardless of their
age.

House lawmakers probe HHS on its backing of sex changes for kids — Catholic World Report
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Saved Through Childbearing

Children have a way of stretching you beyond what you think you can bear. They are both
blessing and cross; joy you never thought you could experience and pain you wish you never did.

I’m not a sci-fi aficionado, but Alfonso
Cuaron’s 2006 dystopian film Children of
Men has been hitting close to home now—
almost twenty years after its screen debut.
Set in London in 2027, a worldwide
infertility epidemic has prevented any new
births from occurring for eighteen years, and
humankind faces extinction. Refugees
stream into the police state of Britain (the
last stable government), and pro-immigrant
underground resistance movements are
working to advance their agenda.

Amid all this, the protagonist, a jaded civil
servant named Theo, is kidnapped by the
Resistance and forced to protect a young
refugee named Kee, who is pregnant—the
only woman in the world with child. The
future of the human race depends on her
giving birth, and Theo is sworn to protect
her so that she is not co-opted by the
government and stripped of her baby for
political purposes.

It is a thought-provoking modern-day
spin on the nativity narrative in Matthew’s
and Luke’s Gospels: a young refugee finds
herself miraculously with child. Her
husband is sworn to protect her and her baby
from an ill-willed king. They travel in
secret. Wise men come from afar to behold
the sight. The child born will be a savior to
the world, to redeem mankind from death
and destruction, all of which was foretold by
the prophets.

A haunting line from the film comes from
Kee’s midwife, reflecting on the beginning
of the infertility crisis in 2009, when people
stopped getting pregnant and giving birth.
“As the sound of the playgrounds

faded,” she said, “the despair set in. Very
odd what happens in a world without
children s voices.”

It seems as if yesterday’s sci-fi is today’s
reality show. Over 65 million lives and
counting have been lost to abortion in the
United States since Roe v. Wade in 1973—
and more than 1.5 billion worldwide since
1980. We manufacture human life in test
tubes, freeze or destroy embryos, bank
sperm, and take a morning-after pill to
terminate a pregnancy after contraception
fails. Governments enact policies to limit
children per household and force
sterilization and abortions when citizens
don’t comply, while black-market surrogacy
is thriving.

Human life is commodified and exploited by
merciless systems of production, and
traditional nuclear families are in the
minority. Meanwhile, Europe faces a
population disaster due to plummeting birth
rates, the economic implications of which
are starting to be realized. We have taken
human life for granted, and the piper expects
to be paid.

After the Dobbs v. Jackson ruling, a
recent study found that the rate of women
18 to 30 getting tubal ligations doubled in 16
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months, while males getting vasectomies
tripled. Unlike the pill or barrier
contraceptive methods, these sterilizations
are largely permanent. Teenagers and those
in their twenties are making decisions to
close the door on their fertility for good, and
seemingly without remorse.

The trend of an intentionally chosen
“child-free life” has correspondingly been
on the rise as well, increasing ten percentage
points from 2018 to 2023. Alarmingly, 57
percent of those surveyed in a 2023 Pew
study stated that their reasons for choosing
this lifestyle were that they “simply didn't
want kids.” Only 26 percent of adults
surveyed said that having children was
extremely or very important to live a
fulfilling life. Most said that not having kids
had made it easier for them to “afford the
things they wanted, make time for their
interests and save for the future.”

There are economic and societal
implications that accompany the
mainstreaming of the childless life, of
course. But there are spiritual ones as well.
If one were to scour the Christian Scriptures
for the most triggering polemics to modern
sensibilities, one may come up with a few
choice verses: Romans 1:27 (“Men with
men working that which is filthy”);
Ephesians 5:22 (“Let women be subject to
their husbands™); Matthew 19:24 (“A rich
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of
heaven”).

But there is one underrated verse in Paul’s
first letter to Timothy on par with the
aforementioned that is sure to rile passions:
“She [the woman] shall be saved through
childbearing” (1 Timothy 2:15).

While Eve closed the door on grace in
heeding the deceitful words of the serpent in

the Garden of Eden, the sterilization was not
irreversible. Yahweh could have struck her
and her husband dead, but instead He
subjects her to her husband’s power and
ascribes sorrow to her conceptions (Genesis
3:16). St. John Chrysostom, in his Homilies
on First Timothy, notes:

It is as if he [St. Paul] had said, You women,
be not cast down, because your sex has
incurred blame. God has granted you
another opportunity of salvation, by the
bringing up of children, so that you are
saved, not only by yourselves, but by others.

)

What are we to make of Paul’s
proscription—that only women who
physically bring a child into the world will
secure their eternal reward? Of course not.
Not to be neglected is the continuation of
verse 15, that women shall be saved through
childbearing “if she continue in faith, and
love, and sanctification, with sobriety.”

Children have a way of stretching you
beyond what you think you can bear. They
are both blessing and cross; joy you never
thought you could experience and pain you
wish you never did. They will nail your
hands to a cross because they want a cookie
and will make you hand them the mallet.
Sometimes they are chosen, and sometimes
they just come anyway. Paul was speaking
plainly and in truth to Timothy: children will
save you first, and then give hope to the rest
of the human race, provided you actually do
bear them. Children are your second chance:
to learn the wager inherent in faith, the
meaning in love, the pain in sanctification,
and the clarity that comes with sobriety.
Children are the subjects that become the
teachers.
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And that is my concern, from a spiritual
perspective, for the intentionally child-free:
that in preferencing “affording the things
they want, making time for their interests,
and saving for the future,” women (and
men) forgoing children have listened to the
serpent and chosen a wide path not leading
to life. In giving preferential treatment to the
self, rather than the other, one has “already
received their reward.” The restaurant
dinners, the vacations, the 401k balances
then become like pillars of salt, cairns

Rob Marco

Saved Through Childbearing - Crisis Magazine

dotting the landscape of the dystopian future
ushered in by the childless generation.

We will wonder why the path we traverse on
the way to the grave has become so eerily
quiet, so disturbingly orderly, so squeakily
sterile, and so incredibly impoverished.
When the despair sets in, it will be like a
blanket of fresh January snow—soft, still,
silent...like a muffled scream. “Yes, ” we
will say, “very odd what happens in a world
without children s voices.” Very odd indeed.
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Why All the Fuss About Latin? Because It Is Fruitful Not Just for Catholics
but For Civilisation Too

I’'m filled with a newfound appreciation for
language. One in particular. It follows a trip
to Hampshire on the south coast. But, no, I
am not talking about English as spoken in
rural Hampshire. Rather, Latin.

For my week wasn’t spent on beaches or
hiking the lovely coastal trails, rather sitting
next to priests, seminarians and retired
octogenarians who served in posts ranging
from the merchant navy to lawyers, as we
attended the Latin Mass Society’s annual
residential Latin course.

The motivations that had drawn us to the
course, which for some was an introductory
foray into the ancient tongue, for others the
shoring up of already-laid foundations, were
diverse. Yet among our variety of reasons —
not all attending were observant Catholics
either — there underlay a curious unity of

purpose.

For there was an understanding that learning
this ancient language is not only beneficial
individually — intellectually and spiritually —
but also that it connects us to a greater
whole beyond ourselves.

Whether connecting to Virgil’s £neid or to
Marcus Aurelius or to the centuries of
writings and prayers and the tradition of the
Church, the sentiment was the same: No
man is an island, and studying this language
brings us out of our own narrow confines
and connects us to something much older
and greater.

Someone once remarked to me that Latin
should be for (Western) Catholics what
Arabic is to Muslims. It is, after all, the

sacred language of the Church. This person
lamented that today we neglect this
sanctified language that has a perennial,
reinforced power to bring together disparate
tribes, nationalities and tongues.

One may retort, of course, that Jesus may
never have spoken it himself (Mel

Gibson’s Passion of the Christ takes the
debatable but defensible position that He did
speak it during the interrogation with
Pontius Pilate), or that the Apostolic Church
has more than one sacred language — the
New Testament was written in Greek, after
all.

These are valid contentions — to a degree.
But they do not diminish Latin’s
mysteriously central place in Christian
history, particularly in the West.

The traditional patristic understanding is
that, being one of the three languages nailed
to the Cross with Christ (alongside Hebrew
and Greek), expressing those immortal
words lesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum,
Latin was thus consecrated for use down the
ages having communicated, albeit
unwittingly, the divinity and office of Jesus
during the Passion.

Furthermore, it is almost certain that a
number of the Apostles spoke it. Tradition
tells us that Saint James the Great preached
in Spain — where the spoken language was
known to be Latin — and Scripture tells us
that Saint Paul himself was a Roman citizen
and was able with ease to converse with
government officials and people around the
Mediterranean.
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Furthermore, the Book of Acts concludes by
telling us that both Saints Peter and Paul
were preaching the Faith in Rome when
only one particular language reigned
supreme.

Down the centuries, Latin-rite Catholicism
would come to be — by far — the most
significant and populous form of Apostolic
Christianity, able to touch the hearts and
convert such diverse peoples as the
Germanic barbarian tribes, the Celts, the
Asiatic Magyars, the Finns, the Western
Slav people of the Poles, Czechs and
Slovaks, the Croats, the Indo-European
Lithuanians; and later the native Americans,
the Philippine natives, Goan Indians,
Vietnamese, Japanese, Hawaiins and to this
day Congolese, Angolans, Nigerians and
Rwandans — long after the language was no
longer used in vernacular settings.

With generation upon generation honouring
the sanctity and propriety of reserving Latin
for sacred worship, this culminated in Pope
John XXIII (who convoked the Second
Vatican Council; and was by all accounts a
reformer, optimist, and moderniser)
releasing Veterum Sapientia: On the
Promotion of the Study of Latin in 1962.

This Apostolic Constitution, meaning “The
Wisdom of the Ancients”, declared pithily:

“[T]he Catholic Church has a dignity far
surpassing that of every merely human
society, for it was founded by Christ the
Lord. It is altogether fitting, therefore, that
the language it uses should be noble,
majestic, and non-vernacular.

“In addition, the Latin language ‘can be
called truly catholic’. It has been
consecrated through constant use by the
Apostolic See, the mother and teacher of all

Churches, and must be esteemed ‘a
treasure...of incomparable worth’. It is a
general passport to the proper understanding
of the Christian writers of antiquity and the
documents of the Church’s teaching.”

John XXIII then added a reasoning
particularly apt to the modern world — the
one that appears happy to tear down statues,
to condemn the actions of ancestors without
appraisal for their virtues and sacrifices,
while languishing in ignorance about their
actual history — by stating:

“[Latin] is also a most effective bond,
binding the Church of today with that of the
past and of the future in wonderful
continuity.”

Echoing, almost verbatim, conservative
philosopher Edmund Burke’s description of
society being a contract “between those who
are dead, those who are living, and those
who are to be born”, John XXIII explained
how Latin provides vitally embedded roots
for unmoored modern man, unsure of his
place in history and the world, blown
tempestuously around in the storm of the
ever-changing winds and superficial fads of
modernity.

Indeed, the language itself is precise, highly
logical, and follows beautiful rhythms and
patterns.

Another way that it connects one to the
greater civilisation, in which we all share,
inevitably lies in the fact that learning Latin
tremendously assists with learning other
languages. This is the case not only for
getting a head start with cognates and
vocabulary in the Romantic languages such
as French or Romanian, but also (perhaps
surprisingly) for languages like German —
which is much closer grammatically to Latin
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— having an almost identical case system
that often opts to put verbs at the end of the
sentence.

The fact that Latin gives rise to other
languages perhaps conveys a deeper truth.
While Arabic was often imposed and ended
up erasing the host language and culture,
from the Berbers of Morocco to the
Mesopotamians of Iraq, this was not the case
with Latin and Catholicism.

Rather, Latin and Catholicism brought out
the particularities of a host nation or culture,
nourishing those aspects and helping them to
be more authentically what they are. There
is a reason that Japanese Catholicism is so
artistically unique — as indeed Spanish and
French Catholicism are. Grace builds upon
nature — it doesn’t erase it.

Latin helped give rise to and supplement
civilisational developments within each
medieval Catholic nation. Nearly all
European languages have plenty of Latin
loan-words — for a long time the elites of
Europe were often tri-lingual, speaking
Latin alongside the language(s) of court —
and these languages were each able to
become their own unique and idiosyncratic
form by using Latin’s sure foundations and,
of course, its script.

Catholicism does a similar thing. It doesn’t
turn us all into little duplicates or robots.
Instead, it polishes and brings out the good

Thomas Colsy

potentialities which are already there, while
helping to mitigate our faults and
weaknesses.

Finally, those who frequently pray or attend
the liturgy in Latin will know the following
for themselves. It has an ontological power
of its own. Prayer appears more mystically
focussed and effective in Latin for reasons
that, admittedly, are hard to fully explain in
the words we have available.

But perhaps Catholics can at least sense why
this might be the case. If Christ’s cloak or
Saint Paul’s handkerchief could be imbued
with an element of divine power to heal and
aid the faithful, due to their prolonged
proximity to sanctity, how much more might
that language used for prayer by the
Apostles and saints for thousands of years
be able to take us beyond the profanities of
every day vernacular speech to another
realm.

Would it be unthinkable to suggest that this
language too may have acquired, down the
centuries, power similar to that of the sacred
relics we venerate?

So, for those who haven’t yet tried
establishing such contact through the Latin
language — try it! And if it doesn’t click at
first, be patient and give it a bit of time.
Because afterwards you are unlikely to see
the world in the same light again.

Why all the fuss about Latin? Because it is fruitful not just for Catholics but for civilisation too -

Catholic Herald
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Researchers Find ‘Science as Vocation’ At Innovative Undergrad Program

U Mary undergraduate research program aims to find cures, but also helps young scholars to see
science in light of faith.

For many people, a late-summer infestation
of fruit flies in the home can be an
annoyance. But this summer, several
students at a North Dakota university see the
insect in a different light.

David Ronderos, associate professor of
biology at the University of Mary in
Bismarck, oversaw a cohort of
undergraduates who spent 10 weeks doing
research on Drosophila melanogaster — the
common fruit fly.

Their quest? To find a cure for human
blindness.

Whether or not they found that cure, one
thing seems clear: They discovered a
number of things about vision, about
science, and about their own vocations.

Ronderos co-founded and directs the
SURVE program — the Summer
Undergraduate Research Vocation
Experience at U Mary, as the school is
known locally. SURVE provides paid
science-research internship experiences to
undergraduates while promoting an
understanding of “science as vocation.”

The name of the program, which a student
suggested in its first summer, 2017, mimics
the SURF program that’s popular in many
schools — the Summer Undergraduate
Research Fellowship.

“Ours is a vocations experience,”
Ronderos told 4leteia. “We wanted
to make it somewhat similar to

opportunities that are at other places,
like the SURF programs or the REU
programs that you get through the
National Science Foundation or
through the National Institutes of
Health. But we wanted also to give it
something more, and give it a U
Mary, Benedictine flavor.”

The university dates back to 1959, when the
Benedictine Sisters of the Annunciation
opened Mary College. Today the institution
enrolls some 3,800 students and offers
nearly 60 undergraduate majors and a range
of master's and doctoral degrees.

Working on their own

In SURVE, students design and perform
their own experiments; experience an
intentional and authentic scientific
community; learn about the nature of
science and the vocation of the scientist; and
prepare for graduate, medical, or
professional school.

Students begin by working on guided
projects under the supervision of a faculty
member. After building the skills and
learning the strategies they need to perform
successful laboratory research, they gain
increasing levels of independence.

In addition to doing research, participants
think and learn about science in a broader
context of faith, reason, and life: How can
you follow God as a scientist? How do you
see your work in science as a service to
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others? How do you balance scientific
endeavors and family life? What does the
ethical framework of a Catholic scientist
look like?

Many participants enter the program with a
misconception that scientists largely work
alone, but during their 10 weeks on campus,
they become part of a community, even if
they work in different labs. They have
opportunities to attend Mass and share meals
together and share ideas, insights, and
perspectives with one another.

“We're guiding them in faculty-
mentored research projects where
they're performing experiments,
generating data, analyzing and
interpreting their data, presenting it,
using it, presenting it in different
formats,” Ronderos explained. “We
also do journal clubs where they'll
read scientific literature, and then
present and discuss the scientific
literature with one another.”

Students in all the labs do a set of common
readings and come together in a seminar to
discuss topics related to being a scientist and
understanding science as a way of living out
one's Christian calling.

“We explore themes like the
harmony of faith and reason, the
integration of faith and work, and
balance between all these
considerations that you have as
you're trying to live out your life and
your calling as a Christian and a
scientist at the same time,” said
Ronderos. “We talk about ethics, and
that includes research ethics, but also
more of a step back kind of look
from a Catholic perspective on an
ethical framework for why we do

science and the way that we do
science, and we think about the role
of science in society. We also talk
about discernment and vocation.
How do you know when you're
called to do something? What are the
ways that God speaks to you in your
life?”

The beauty of science

Ronderos’s lab focuses on the
characterization of genes in the visual
system. The fruit fly is used to identify
genes required for vision.

“We break genes in the fruit fly, and
then we can record from their eyes to
see if the flies go blind, and we can
put the genes back in to see if they
can recover their sight,” he said. “We
can even take a human version of a
gene and put that into the fly and see
if it'll sub in and replace the missing
fly gene. And if it does the same job,
that's one indication that whatever
we're seeing in the fly, it probably
also happens in human eyes. Even
though they look so different, they're
very similar on a molecular and
cellular level. And so the discoveries
we make in the fly can have direct
connections on how we can develop
new therapies for treating blindness
in humans.”

The three students in his lab this summer
learned to perform various techniques,
including Electrophysiology, DNA isolation,
and CRISPR experimental design.

About a dozen students worked in three
other faculty-led labs, looking at things like
brewer's yeast’s potential in DNA repair and
electrochemical gradients of cancer cells.
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“Cancer cells have been known to have
different voltage, different membrane
potential, compared to non-cancerous cells,
and this affects their proliferation rates,”
Ronderos said.

Serving people through research

Simon Bowden, a biology major from
Fargo, North Dakota, worked in that lab,
studying cancer cells under Professor Joseph
Beggane. The experience helped Bowden
decide to transition from a pre-med program
to research.

“I had thought I could help people a
lot more as a doctor,” he told Aleteia.
“But as [ went through SURVE and I
was hearing about Dr. Ronderos'
group and their work on blindness
and Dr. [Wendy] Larson's group and
their work on DNA repair and Dr.
[John] Boyle's group and their work
on epigenetics, and our group on
how cancer works, it all really
clicked for me that while it is not like
an immediate ‘I do this experiment
and I help a person,’ results come
down the road.

"All of the research that we're doing
is so important for understanding
mechanisms of how things work,
which is what everything is built
upon: ‘How do I get this to work?
How do I get it to stop working?’
And throughout this research job,
I've had first-hand experience that it
is not only super important, it's also
extremely fun to get this new data
and to interpret it and to figure out,
‘Well, this drug worked like this on
this cell, which means these are the
possibilities of what it's doing.” And
then to go one by one with further

experiments like, ‘Okay, we did
another experiment and this
happened, so we can rule this one
out, and to just narrow it down to a
specific mechanism.’ That's very
fulfilling in itself.”

Even having the experience of not making
any new discovery is valuable — as a kind of
process of elimination, Bowden learned.

“We had a hypothesis about what our cells
were doing, and then throughout the 10
weeks of testing, we basically found out that
we were wrong,” he said. “And that is
another beautiful thing about science: in
finding out that we were wrong, we made
another step in basically figuring out this is
not how it works.”

The first to know

While his lab did not make any positive
discoveries, Bowden learned that in
Ronderos' lab, students found “a bunch of
human genes that would be potential rescues
for these flies, to rescue them from
blindness, and one of the genes did
something that they didn't expect.”

Ronderos himself declined to elaborate,
saying he’s not quite ready to publish the
findings.

“We're continuing a project that we've been
following pretty closely now for about four
summers,” he said. “Since about 2020, we
started making some really neat discoveries,
and then we've been doing follow-up
experiments, and we're right now getting
close to where we're going to publish it.”

But, he said, “I’m not going to show my
cards yet.”

In any case, his students got a good taste of
what it’s like to do science.
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“In SURVE, we're actually letting be the first one to know something

the student do the science now, so about how the universe works, and
instead of us asking the questions, then to go and tell your faculty about
they're the ones who are asking the it, and to then have the job of sharing
questions by doing the experiment, that with the world. That's really

and then when they see the data exciting.”

before even I see it, they're the ones
who know first the answer to that

question, and that's a really exciting,
thrilling experience for a student, to

Said Ronderos, “I think that's where people
really start to discover their way and the
excitement in doing science.”

John Burger

Researchers find 'science as vocation' at undergrad program

173



https://aleteia.org/2024/08/27/researchers-find-science-as-vocation-at-innovative-undergrad-program

Finding God in Motion: The Spirituality of Sports

For Catholics, sports can be more than physical activity; they are a spiritual discipline that
strengthens body and soul.

In a world where the physical and the
spiritual often seem at odds, sports remind
us of the natural unity of body, mind, and
spirit. When done with this in mind, the
practice of sports offers a great opportunity
to experience God’s presence and grow in
virtue. More than just a way to stay

fit, sports can be a practice that enriches
our spiritual lives and draws us closer to
Christ.

DISCIPLINE

First and foremost, sports foster

discipline — a key virtue in most spiritual
traditions. Training and competing require
commitment, self-control, and perseverance,
all of which mirror the spiritual journey. Just
as athletes persevere through physical
challenges, Catholics are called to cultivate
resilience and reliance on God’s grace. The
discipline learned in sports can translate into
a stronger prayer life, better focus during
Mass, and a more intentional approach to
living out our faith.

COMMUNITY

Sports teach us the importance of
community and fellowship. Whether it’s a
team sport or individual competition, there
1s a community aspect that reflects the Body
of Christ. Playing on a team teaches
cooperation, humility, and the joy of
working toward a common goal — values
that resonate deeply with ecclesiology

and Catholic social teaching. This sense of

unity in sports can inspire greater
commitment to the Church community and
remind us that we are not alone in our
spiritual journey.

REFLECTION

Sports also offer moments of silence and
reflection that are often overlooked in the
intensity of competition. The silence before
a race, the quiet concentration during
practice, and the reflection after a game can
all be moments of communion with God.
These moments offer opportunities to pray,
to give thanks, and to seek

guidance, making the athletic experience
itself a form of prayer — in motion.

FACING LIMITATIONS

Finally, sports challenge us to face our
limitations and our need for God’s
strength. The ups and downs of competition
(victories and defeats) mirror our own
spiritual journeys. In moments of victory, we
learn gratitude and humility, recognizing
that our talents are gifts from God. In defeat,
we are reminded of our dependence on His
grace and the importance of perseverance.

For Catholics, sports can be more than
physical activity; they are a spiritual
discipline that strengthens body and soul.
By engaging in sports with a spirit of faith,
we can grow closer to God, build a stronger
community, and live out our calling to
glorify Him in all that we do.
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Daniel Esparza

Finding God in motion: The spirituality of sports
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Phone-Free Education: Catholic Schools Rise to The Challenge

As K—12 students trickle back into school
this fall, educators hope they may find it
easier to focus on school, connect with their
peers, and deepen their faith — all thanks to
a phone-free education.

Across the U.S., legislators, superintendents,
and heads of schools are taking steps to give
children and adolescents a phone-free

learning environment. As many as eight U.S.

states are now requiring that school districts
restrict student phone use in an attempt to
improve the lives of young students.

Catholic schools around the U.S. are rising
to the challenge as well, with some
enforcing phone-free policies for a while.

Why go phone-free?

A Pew Research study in April found that
more than 70% of high school teachers say
that students being distracted by cellphones
1s a major problem in their classrooms.
Enforcement of phone policies

becomes increasingly more difficult as
students get older.

But phone policies usually aren’t just about
reducing distractions.

All-day phone bans and lockable phone
pouches are designed to give students a
“phone-free” day at school, as experts and
educators cite concerns about healthy social
development and mental health.

“There’s a growing body of evidence on the
effects of smartphones on adolescent
development, learning, socialization, and
communication skills — all things that
matter in a Catholic school,” explained
Thomas Maj, who heads St. Mary Catholic

School, a phone-free Catholic school in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Jonathan Haidt, a fierce proponent of
“phone-free schools,” highlighted the
negative effects of smartphones on children
and adolescents in his book “The Anxious
Generation: How the Great Rewiring of
Childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of
Mental Illness,” which became a No. 1 New
York Times bestseller after it was released in
March.

Children are moving from a play-based
childhood to a phone-based childhood with
drastic mental health results, Haidt, a
psychologist, argues in his book. He found
that the iPhone, the front-facing camera, and
social media have instigated a mental health
crisis for children and adolescents who have
grown up with them. Instead, he proposes
solutions such as making schools phone-free
and developing a social norm that children
should not be given smartphones until age
16.

Many Catholic educators agree that phone
use is more than just a behavior problem.

“The smartphone tends to be an experience
blocker,” said Kyle Washut, president of
Wyoming Catholic College, a phone-free
campus. “It interferes with our desire and
ability to interact with unfiltered reality. And
it has deep, negative effects on our ability to
be present to the people and community
immediately before us.”

“The imagination is under attack by the
most devastating weapon ever deployed
against it: the screen,” added Daniel Kerr,
president of St. Martin’s Academy, a phone-
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free Catholic boarding school for boys in
Kansas. “Screens render the imagination
weak and ineffectual by outsourcing it
almost entirely.”

Phone-free policies at Catholic schools are
often undertaken in light of the Catholic
understanding of the human person.

“It’s instructive for us as Catholics that we
can’t receive the sacraments via Zoom,
FaceTime, or an asynchronous platform: Do
we really believe that Catholic education is
entirely different?” said Kevin Somok,
principal of St. Jerome Academy, a phone-
free classical K—8 school in Hyattsville,
Maryland.

Phone-free school days

St. Mary’s High School in Colorado
Springs went phone-free last fall for
behavioral, social, and faith reasons. Phones
must be off and out of sight all day — lunch
and breaks included.

“By definition and creation we are designed
to be social, to engage with others,” Maj
explained. “Putting phones away, a barrier to
social interaction, allows us to meet
foundational characteristics of a Catholic
and Catholic school.”

“Students are more engaged by default,”
Maj said. “There’s no phone available, so
they may as well pay attention.”

In the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, there
is a renewed emphasis this year on the “no
cellphone” policy, which has been in place
for several years. The Arlington
Superintendent of Catholic schools, Joseph
Vorbach, said the distracting nature of
smartphones has “driven a focus on tighter
universal restrictions.”

Their policy is all about living up to the
mission of Catholic education.

“Parents make great sacrifices to send their
children to Catholic school and the time
available to form students in faith and
reason is relatively limited,” he said. “Doing
more to eliminate the potential distraction of
the smartphone advances the mission of
Catholic education.”

Kathleen McNutt, head of the Bishop Ireton
High School in the Diocese of Arlington,
said the school’s no-phone policy is about
recognizing and embracing “the dignity of
the human person.”

“When devices take over the human
experience and personal connection, the
human person is demoted and their dignity
1s reduced,” she said.

The high school has banned cellphones
during the instructional day since 2020, and
has since revoked a rule allowing phone use
in lunchroom spaces. The policy is strictly
implemented, and any phones seen out are
confiscated, with escalating consequences
for breaking the rules, McNutt explained.
This year, they are implementing a no-
smartwatches policy as well.

“The old-fashioned wristwatch may come
back in style!” McNutt said.

McNutt said students are now more engaged
with one another and other adults at school.

“They are healthier, they are less stressed,
they learn to think for themselves, and the
classrooms have less distraction,” she said.
“There is no drawback to a phone-free
policy.”

St. Jerome Academy in Maryland has been
phone-free for more than a decade, and
students rarely use computers in the
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classroom. The school has developed a
parent and student culture that “normalizes a
largely technology-free childhood,”
principal Somok explained.

Somok said the policy makes St. Jerome
students “less isolated.”

“In the classroom, students engage in
seminar discussions, listen attentively to
their teachers as they read aloud, recite
poetry, and produce beautiful renderings of
natural objects,” he said. “In the dining hall,
they talk to each other and look each other
in the eye more than they would if they were
scrolling through Instagram or watching
Netflix. On the playground, instead of drama
surrounding group chats, students play
schoolyard games.”

“We want to give our students ‘something
better to love,’” he said, citing the school’s
2010 educational plan.

Somok highly recommends that other
Catholic schools follow suit.

“Students deserve some freedom from
screens so they can experience the world as
it is,” he said.

Low-technology semesters

Other Catholic schools have had a low-tech
model designed to immerse students in study
and 1n nature since their inception.

Wyoming Catholic College (WCC) takes
things a step further than a simple “no
phones out in class” policy by requiring
students to surrender their phones at the
beginning of the school year. Students begin
their time at WCC with a three-week
backpacking “detox,” going into nature and
leaving their smartphones behind.

“The quiet and times of boredom allowed by
the smartphone fast means that our students
aren’t distracted all the time, and this allows
for an ability to be present to the spiritual
reality of God’s presence and to be attentive
to their own thoughts,” WCC president
Washut told CNA.

WCC students report deep friendships, while
professors report better classroom
engagement than other schools, Washut
noted. One student, Dominic Brown, a
senior from Michigan, said the no-phone
policy has been “a great blessing for our
school’s community.”

“The phone seems to have a mysterious
tendency to grip our attention with more
tenacity than the living, thinking, breathing
person standing in front of us, evidenced by
the sheer amount of time we spend using it,”
he said. “Yes, certainly much time spent on
phones is spent in communication with
others via texting or group video games, but
is that really a suitable replacement for a
face-to-face conversation?”

“Here at WCC I am free to engage any one
of my fellow 190 students in a conversation
or activity at just about any point in the day,
and it 1s wonderful,” he said. “I love them
and I love this school!”

When asked if this is something other
Catholic schools should implement, Washut
said the move toward phone-free schools “is
a decided improvement.”

“Now is the time for our Catholic schools to
take the lead in responding to this crisis in
youth formation that is so clearly tied to the
smartphone,” Washut said.

St. Martin’s Academy in Kansas has a
similar program that enables students to
“fast” completely from technology. Students
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spend the day in study, prayer, and daily
chores on the school’s farm.

“One of our core commitments at St.
Martin’s is to help heal the imagination of
our young men,” academy president Kerr
told CNA. “By imagination we don’t mean
fancy, we mean that deep part of the intellect
that, along with the will, forms the heart.”

Kerr said the elimination of screens on
campus is “the single most impactful

Kate Quinones

pedagogical intervention here at St.
Martin’s.”

It’s an intervention that he thinks all primary
and secondary schools should make.

“The result is a young man who is more
attentive, more empathetic, more
resourceful, has far deeper friendships, less
anxiety and general neurosis, and far greater
intellectual independence,” he noted.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258941/phone-free-education-catholic-schools-rise-t

o-the-challenge
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Meet The Saint Who Was Friends with Galileo and Started the First Public
Schools

Joseph Calasanz considered education the key to success, and felt that poor kids should also
have a chance at it.

When we think of public schools, we think
of free schools funded by the state to
provide education for all children — the
opposite of private schools.

But in fact, public schooling as we know it
can be credited not to a government, but
to a saint: Joseph Calasanz. Appropriately,
this saint was a friend of Galileo (more on
that later).

Calasanz opened the first free school in
Europe, and his ministry was directed
especially to the poor. His inspiration came
little by little, as he found God guiding him

not only in his prayer, but also in his dreams.

He also was inspired by the testimony of a
parish priest in Rome. Calasanz was
working with a confraternity of priests who
prepared children to receive the Sacraments
by teaching them the catechism. But in one
parish of a poor neighborhood, he found
the priest was also teaching the children
how to read and write, and how to count.

St. Joseph Calasanz wanted this for the
hundreds of poor children around Rome. As
his mission became more defined in 1s heart,
he tried to fit it in with the group that was
already giving catechesis, or with the Jesuits
or with the Dominicans. But eventually he
realized this was his own mission and the
religious congregation he founded, the
Piarists, continue it to this day.

In those first days Father Joseph, through his
friend, Father Brendani, was offered two
rooms, rent-free. Father Joseph now began
his work. Two other priests joined him, and,
only five years after his arrival in Rome, the
first free school for poor children was
begun.

The curriculum was “piety and letters,”
meaning the children were learning
mathematics and science. This, too, was a
new concept: the mixing of “secular”
subjects with religion.

Joseph’s free school for the poor
immediately grew to over a thousand
students. He and his co-workers moved
quickly to establish similar schools in other
areas of Italy. They became more disciplined
in their approach and petitioned for official
status from the Church. In 1622, Pope
Gregory XV approved the Order of Poor
Clerks Regular of the Mother of God of the
Pious Schools, better known as

the Piarists. The Piarists were the first
order of priests dedicated to primary
school education.

As often happens with works of God,
various problems arose. There were those
who were upset by Calasanz’s vision and
those who wanted power.

Those set on opposing his work, and one of
the accusations against them was the
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friendship of Piarist priests with Galileo.
(Consider a bit more about Galileo here.)

Father Joseph’s friendship with Galileo was
presented as evidence of his wayward
beliefs and used as “evidence” to condemn
his “unorthodox” curriculum. The ruling
class and those in power had feared the
rapid growth of the Piarist Order and
believed that teaching “poor” children
would lead to social unrest.

Because of dissension within the community
and persecution without, the Piarists were
disbanded in 1646. Saint Joseph Calasanz
died on August 25, 1648, at age 90 — before
the Piarists were cleared and reestablished in
1656. Their founder was canonized in 1767
and is honored as the patron of Christian
schools. His feast is August 25.

Larry Peterson

In 1997, Pope St. John Paul II marked the
fourth centenary of the founding of St.
Joseph’s schools with a letter to the
superior-general of the Piarists:

“Calasanz’s gifted intuition opened a
fertile furrow in society, which other

founders and foundresses have

continued and deepened,” the pope

said, “Joseph Calasanz, wise

interpreter of the signs of the times,

considered education, given in a
‘brief, simple and effective
manner,” the guarantee of success
the life of students and the leaven
social and ecclesial renewal.”

St. Joseph Calasanz, pray for us and,
especially for our teachers and students.

Meet the saint who was friends with Galileo and started the first public schools
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How The Classical Trivium Helps Students Master Their Work

One of the most effective approaches to clarifying the content and purpose of study derives from
the classical trivium: grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric.

Instruction is a trendy word in

education. Countless publications dwell on
strategies for instructing students in reading
and math, science and language arts,
classroom behavior and good citizenship.
Professional development courses train
teachers in new methodologies. Students
practice test taking, note taking, narrating,
annotating, mapping, diagraming, executive
functioning, and stress management. For all
its usefulness, overemphasis on skills often
obscures fundamental questions about what
to study and why.

As is often the case, a very old idea sheds
comforting light on modern

confusion. Indeed, one of the most effective
approaches to clarifying the content and
purpose of study derives from the

classical trivium, the ancient division of
education into grammar, dialectic, and
rhetoric. The #rivium organizes learning into
focused, though often overlapping, stages
that lead students from elementary studies to
mastery.

GRAMMAR: The Art of Memory

Grammar, the first building block of
education in the classical tradition, teaches
young children primary knowledge. At this
stage, learning proceeds by mainly
memorization. The key is to systematically
present children with worthwhile knowledge
to assimilate through imitation and
repetition. To start, children acquire
language. Without any effort, they learn to

speak simply by mimicking sounds. Given
the opportunity, they’ll master one, two, or
even three languages without the slightest
hesitation over syntax, inflection, or
vocabulary. With time, they’ll progress to
the alphabet (or two if you teach

them). Memorization allows children to
absorb knowledge of astonishing breadth,
such as spelling, math facts, and the periodic
table; classical music and dance routines.

Have you ever heard little kids playing
Bach? Or watched your niece’s tap

recital? Taught without coercion, ordinary
youngsters accomplish astonishing feats of
sensory, long- and short-term memory. If
you encourage them, they’ll rattle off
historical dates and all the presidents of the
United States. Sing songs and recite

poetry. Recall the Ten Commandments and
the 12 apostles. The list expands with every
bit of knowledge the child encounters,
imitates, practices, and absorbs over

time. Every discipline possesses a
‘grammar,’ a range of knowledge required
for subsequent mastery. Memorization offers
the easiest way to teach the necessary facts.

DIALECTIC: Learning to Think
Logically

Equipped with organized bodies of
knowledge, teenage brains are ripe for
logical reasoning and analysis. This is
dialectic, the second stage of the trivium. All
the knowledge amassed during the grammar
stage comes to bear on the process of
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learning to think logically by linking
information into coherent units of thought,
detecting gaps in reasoning, and calling out
falsehoods. Teens love to argue. Teach them
how. Let them throw down the gauntlet, then
return the challenge: Can you define the
problem? Whence does the question arise,
and what follows when we answer it in this
way... or that? What do other credible
people say? Can we compare this question
with similar questions, and what does the
analogy reveal? What else might be
happening to help us put the question in
context?

Learning at this age is best nourished by
practicing how to discern cause and effect,
spot fallacious thinking, and build sound
arguments. To see what he thinks, a teenager
should write frequently. If possible, sign him
up for a formal course in logic. Or you can
just talk during family meals or car rides.
Parents need not be experts. Follow your
teens’ interests: baking, pet lizards,
supernovas; dating, workouts, fantasy
novels. Whether academic, eccentric, or
perfectly commonplace, those pursuits will
turn into learning when teens engage them
with a healthy respect for facts and their
relations.

RHETORIC: The Art of Persuasion

Equipped with knowledge and armed with
the tools of logical reasoning, older students
arrive at rhetoric, the last stage of the
classical trivium. Rhetoric is the art of
effective persuasion. It finds appropriate
expression for arguments built on facts
(grammar) and buttressed by understanding
(dialectic). At the rhetoric stage, students
present ideas to others through discussions,
debates, writing, public speaking, and the
like. They can now argue responsibly

because they have mastered foundational
knowledge and have acquired means to
explain ideas cogently. Their claims derive
from facts and reasoned analysis, not
hearsay or opinion. Using their store of
sound knowledge and clear reasoning, they
can also apply ideas.

Creative pursuits, independent studies,
problem solving, multi-step projects —
coupled with ongoing conversation and
argument — drive the rhetoric

student. Perhaps you know that young adult
who taught himself masonry? He’s now
rebuilding his parent’s house after a fire. Or
the neighbor’s daughter who spent COVID
lockdowns figuring out the basics of
computer programming? She’s now
attending university on a STEM scholarship.
Or the college graduate who nailed
interviews and application essays to receive
a full ride to a PhD program? Their
knowledge and understanding have borne
fruit in effective presentation and
application of ideas, launching them toward
mastery in their respective fields.

A journey toward meaning

By mapping out how and what to study at
different stages of development, the
ancient trivium brings students to the
threshold of mastery. Attained through
specialized learning and life experience,
mastery rises above mere statement of facts
or their connections. Rather, it grasps and
communicates what the connections mean
and why they matter.

Momentous discoveries and paradigm shifts
have occurred as a result of recognizing the
meaning and implications of related

facts. Copernicus worked with the same
calculations, charts, and diagrams as other
astronomers. His genius, however, was to

183




realize the truth they signified, thus proving
the heliocentric structure of the solar
system. Everywhere, good doctors interpret
the meaning of symptoms, treating the
underlying causes instead of surface

effects. For astute historians, descriptions of
major events and particulars of everyday life
disclose processes that change how we
perceive the past.

A wonderful resource: '"How to Read a
Book'

One of the most valuable recommendations
for students and those of us who, as parents
and professionals, take study as a lifelong
endeavor can be found in Mortimer Adler
and Charles van Doren’s classic How to
Read a Book. Adler and van Doren argue

Justyna Braun

that reading what feels beyond us is
necessary to advance our learning. Merely
adding information to existing mental files
expands our command of facts, but it
doesn’t transform our thinking. On the other
hand, by contending with ideas just beyond
our reach we begin to stretch our minds. To
this end, we should read difficult things,
those that challenge us cognitively and
demand consideration of novel points of
view.

This kind of reading — which is really
another word for study — broadens what we
know and elevates how we think. It enables
an ever-deepening encounter with

reality. And such an encounter is perhaps the
ultimate reward of study.

How the classical trivium helps students master their work
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New Catholic Trade School Launches in Illinois

San Damiano College for the Trades is a former Franciscan friary that is being converted into a
Catholic college, emphasizing the great books alongside training in the trades.

This summer has seen the announcement of
a new trade school in Illinois, San Damiano
College for the Trades—a former
Franciscan friary being converted into a
Catholic college that emphasizes the great
books alongside training in the trades.

Kent Lasnoski, PhD, the founding president,
took time recently to speak with Catholic
World Report about the project.

CWR: You are starting a new trades
college: what is its primary mission?

Kent Lasnoski: The Primary mission is to
answer Christ’s call to St. Francis of Assisi,
“rebuild my church.” We mean to do that by
helping students recover the dignity of work,
especially the work of the hands, but also
the public work of liturgy, the intellectual
work of learning, and the work of heading a
domestic church as a holy husband and
father.

CWR: How do the liberal arts integrate?
Why are they important for tradesmen?

Kent Lasnoski: Thinking and doing have
too long been isolated by a culture that only
considers work in the “information
economy” as dignified, creative, or
thoughtful. It takes the full engagement of a
human person to build a house, a church,
from the hand, to the heart, to the head.

The liberal arts is the education that forms
and perfects the whole person, so he is
master of himself. He is free. That freedom
elevates man’s labor beyond merely a

“manual” activity to provide his daily bread.
The liberally educated person becomes, by
the work of his hands, a conscious
collaborator in God the Father’s creativity.

The liberally educated person knows not
only how to swing a hammer, but why
hammer swinging matters.

CWR: Tell us about the curriculum: what
will it involve?

Kent Lasnoski: The curriculum will be a
three-year program toward an associate
degree, combining spiritual, intellectual, and
manual education.

The spiritual curriculum involves
pilgrimages, participation in liturgy and the
divine office, spiritual direction, and a
schola (choir).

The intellectual formation centers around
humanities and theology courses in the great
books, as well as classes on restoration,
story-telling, politics, and business rhetoric.

The manual curriculum is a foundational
introduction to carpentry, roofing, electrical,
ecclesial restoration, and tree trimming.
Union and non-union apprenticeships fill out
the rest of the technical instruction.

CWR: What is your financial model? How
will students graduate debt free?

Kent Lasnoski: It’s simple, really. While
receiving formation from the College,
students work 24hrs/wk during their first
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two academic years, and 40hrs/wk in their
last academic year. This means students will
make more money over three years than the
total cost of attendance. With a little help
from their parents, students can pay their
monthly tuition to the College and still have
money left to save.

CWR: Who is a good candidate for
application? What sort of people will fit well
as students at San Damiano’s?

Kent Lasnoski: Most generally, a good
candidate is anyone who zealously desires to
share in the mission of recovering the
dignity of work while learning to rebuild
God’s Church. I imagine many Catholic
young people educated in a classically
minded manner—whether in homeschool or
at an away-school—will find themselves
attracted to San Damiano College, especially
those with a propensity for working with
their hands and a desire to graduate College
without debt.

CWR: How did you come to found the
school? What is your background?

Kent Lasnoski: Ultimately, the Holy Spirit
has been motivating our Bishop Paprocki
toward renewing the mission of the
Springfield Junior College and the St. James
Trade school which existed in his diocese
from early in the twentieth century.

A year ago, Bishop Paprocki invited me to
discern with him the possibility of opening a

Julian Kwasniewski

school that would combine both a
trades/classical education and an associate
degree. My original training as a Catholic
moral theologian, specializing in Catholic
marriage, sexual ethics, and bioethics, did
little to directly prepare me for founding a
school.

Thankfully, my past nine years as associate
professor and Assistant Dean at Wyoming
Catholic College have allowed me to
participate in teaching and various levels of
administration, and this has prepared me for
such an exciting opportunity.

CWR: What are the next steps? How can
interested donors or students help or find out
more?

Kent Lasnoski: The most important step for
San Damiano College is to pray for the
support of the mission.

The central, concrete next step for San
Damiano College is to finish and submit the
application for operating authority in the
state of Illinois. The state has to ensure that
new Colleges can deliver on what they claim
they will achieve, so the process is quite
involved. We are also in the process of
renovating future shop spaces.

Interested donors can support San Damiano
College here. Students interested in the
College can connect with our team here.

New Catholic trade school launches in Illinois — Catholic World Report
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Catechesis Of the Good Shepherd Celebrates 70 Years

This month, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd (CGS), a method of catechetical
learning for young students inspired by
Montessori-style education, celebrates 70
years since its founding and 40 years as an
official organization in the U.S.

Founded by Sofia Cavalletti and inspired by
the education style of Catholic educator
Maria Montessori, CGS catechizes toddlers
to 12-year-olds by appealing to the child’s
developmental age and placing a strong
focus on the child’s relationship with God.

The budding organization CGSUSA has
grown since its establishment in the U.S. in
1984, expanding to include Orthodox
Christians, Episcopalians, and other
Christian churches that want to incorporate
the attentive, creative, relationship-based
way of teaching children about God.

In the U.S., there are more than 6,500
“atria,” or classrooms, prepared according to
the developmental needs of the child, with
three central offices in Arizona, Georgia,
and Iowa.

CGSUSA has 4,700 active members from 21
different Christian traditions. Members and
catechists serve an estimated 75,000
children.

Little-sized rooms for little ones

CGS spaces are designed for the needs of
each age group, whether they are 16- to 30-
month-olds, 3- to 6-year-olds, 6- to 9-year-
olds, or 9- to 12-year-olds.

“The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
offers the child a place and time to be with

God,” said Mary Mirrione, the national
director of CGSUSA.

“We have a lot of care and a lot of time that
goes into the formation of the catechist, the
adults who are in that room with the
children,” she told CNA in a Zoom call.
“But that room is prepared in such a way
that everything in the room points to God
and is a doorway to the mystery of God that
the child can enter.”

The rooms feature child-sized furniture,
depending on the age range the classroom is
designated for. The artwork is displayed at
the height of the child, and bookshelves are
easily accessible. Religiously-themed
activities are projects available for the
children, such as tactile liturgical calendars,
maps of the Holy Land, and a liturgy area
featuring a mini altar.

“We have a beautiful small set of everything
they see at Mass, and we help them with the
names because they’re fascinated with
names as they’re learning how to speak,”
she explained.

CGS focuses on a different aspect of God
through different classroom activities and
decorations as well as parables, depending
on the age of the child.

The name for the classrooms, “atria”
(“atrium” for a single classroom) are taken
from the space between the Church and the
outside world.

Catechists prioritize the relationship of the
child with God rather than just factual
learning, emphasizing parables such as the
good shepherd and the prodigal son.
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“It’s not a subject, it’s a Person,” Mirrione
said. “It’s not knowledge they’re gaining,
it’s a relationship they’re enjoying — and of
course, they receive knowledge in that
enjoyment.”

“By nature of being his child, and in the
fullness of their baptism, [the children] have
a relationship with God that is between them
and God,” she said. “The only people
allowed in their soul is them and God. The
rest of us, we can serve that, and we can
serve that well, but we need to see who they
are to do that.”

Founding and growth

Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi founded CGS
in Rome by taking inspiration from the
Church and Montessori-style education.

Cavalletti, a biblical scholar and theologian,
was asked by a friend to give catechesis to
her young children. Although she initially
said she didn’t know anything about
children, Cavalletti was drawn by their
unique perspectives. Taking inspiration from
the rabbinical way of reading Scripture, to
which she was accustomed, she joined
forces with Montessori educator Gobbi and
developed CGS.

“They began an experiment, a Montessori
experiment, in a prepared environment,”
Mirrione said.

They decided to call the classroom space an
atrium, named for the space between the
world and the church.

“At St. Peter’s, there’s that space there, and
there’s these huge golden doors with the life
of Christ on them — that’s the atrium,” she
explained. “St. Paul Outside the Walls,
there’s a huge atrium there for the
catechumenate, because that’s where the

catechumenate would learn about the faith,
and that was that space in between.”

The organization grew, and Pope John Paul
IT made a pastoral visit to a CGS group at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Italy on Feb.
13, 1983, while the children were working
with the catechists.

“He approached each group and listened
attentively, then asked a question and then
listened again, amazed and touched by the
children’s responses,” Mirrione told CNA in
an email. “At the conclusion of his visit, he
told Sofia and the catechists from the atrium
that he had never heard such a good homily
and that it was proof the kingdom of heaven
belongs to the children.”

Adapting for special needs

CGS can be ideal for children with special
needs, particularly for children who are on
the autism spectrum or have Down
syndrome. Catechists are eager to
collaborate with families.

“Because it is a prepared environment, there
are certain preparations we can make for,
like we have had children who are deaf or
children who are blind,” she said. “We have
many children on the autism spectrum,
many children with Down syndrome.”

Giving children the freedom to move at their
own pace, already a principle for CGS, can
be especially helpful for children with
special needs, Mirrione explained.

“Sometimes for, say, children on the autism
spectrum, it can be as simple as we turn off
the ceiling lights because we have lamps, we
have soft lighting in the room. Sometimes
it’s as simple as that, and other times it
really is just giving them the space and time
they need.”
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Mirrione recalled one young student who
was nonverbal and would come to CGS
classes with a respite worker. Not knowing
what to expect at first, she found they
worked well together.

“He ended up being our prayer leader
because he had an innate sense of time, 1
think,” she recalled. “He always knew when
it was almost time for closing prayer, and he
would go to the opposite end of the room
from the prayer table.”

The student would sing one word of the
song, “always,” and the other children
would gather around the prayer table to join
in and sing “the Lord is my shepherd, I’ll
walk with him always.”

“We would sing the rest of the song with

him because he could sing one word of it,
and he always led the song, every week,”
she said.

Growth

This year, CGSUSA is celebrating nearly
5,000 active members who help run or
support CGS locations across the nation, 40
years as an association, and 70 years of
CGS. The organization certifies more than
2,200 catechists each year, and catechists
volunteer an estimated total of 20,000 hours
each month.

“It just took us a while to become an
association because we’re still small. We’ve
always been small,” Mirrione explained.

Kate Quinones

“But this year, we’re also celebrating, and it
delights my heart, we have almost 5,000
members.”

Mirrione has directed the organization for
more than 27 years and worked in catechesis
since the early 1990s.

She explained that she began taking CGS
classes upon the request of her pastor and
then felt a personal connection to it.

“However, in going through the coursework
from the very first day, just being called by
name into this very precious place that’s like
a retreat house for children, it really caught
my attention and my heart,” she recalled.
“The Gospel is claimed in such an essential
manner.”

“We say that our foundations are Scripture,
liturgy, and the child, the human person in
front of us,” she continued. “And that, in its
simplicity, really is deeply profound.”

“For instance, one of the children’s favorite
parables is the kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, so tiny when it is sown, but it
grows so big that the birds will shelter in a
chase,” she explained.

“Jesus was speaking about Jerusalem
mustard seeds, which I think, unless you see
them, you don’t know how tiny [they are]
— they’re so tiny! And when you walk in
Bethany, you crunch on them. It would have
been so present to the people of his time.”

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd celebrates 70 years — Catholic World Report
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A Catholic K-4 School for Low-Income Students Opens in Miami Archdiocese

A Catholic school for low-income and
agricultural migrant families opened its
doors in a Miami suburb on Monday for its
first-ever day of school.

“The Little School,” the first Catholic school
within 15 miles of the suburb, is run by the
De La Salle “Lasallian” Brothers, also
known as the Brothers of the Christian
Schools, in the La Salle Education Center.

Homestead — a growing city in the south of
Florida nestled between the Everglades and
Biscayne National Park — is almost 70%
Hispanic or Latino, according to 2020 data
from the U.S. Census Bureau.

Catholic education is becoming increasingly
accessible in Florida due to school choice
policies like the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarships. More than half of Catholic
school students are using a school choice
program, according to the latest National
Catholic Educational Association growth
report.

The Little School is the fourth Catholic
school to open within the archdiocese in the
past three years.

The La Salle Educational Center is working
with Florida’s Step Up scholarship program,
a state-approved nonprofit that helps
administer the school choice programs. All
applicants are required to apply for the
scholarship program.

The school’s new beginning has been
celebrated by local Catholic leaders.
Superintendent of Catholic schools in
Miami, Jim Rigg, called its opening
“heartening,” while Archbishop Thomas
Wenski of Miami came by to bless the new

school building and celebrate Mass there on
Sunday.

“One of the ways to succeed is to get a good
education, and the LaSalle Brothers are
noted for that. For centuries they have given
solid educations especially to the neediest
population,” Wenski said. “In today’s
culture, our children have a difficult road to
travel. Which is why we invest in Catholic
schools, and this new school is a great
opportunity for these kids.”

The Little School is an outgrowth of a
decades-long mission in the La Salle
Educational Center, which began as an arts
and crafts center in 1989. The center grew
into an after-school program in 1991, and
the Lasallian brothers became responsible
for its operation in 2020.

In 2023, the Lasallian brothers felt called to
address the educational needs of the children
of Homestead as part of their chapter’s call
to reach out to the periphery. The brothers
moved to hire a new president and found the
Little School.

“The first day has been truly blessed, with a
full class of students ready to embark on
their educational journey,” La Salle
Education Center President Michael
Scaramuzzo told CNA. “The energy and
excitement among the students, parents, and
staff have been incredible, and it’s clear that
the spirit of St. John Baptist de La Salle is
alive and well in our community.”

Rooted in the teachings of St. John Baptist
de La Salle, Lasallian

education emphasizes the presence of God,
concern for the poor, and respect for all
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persons and “prioritizes individualized
attention, holistic development, and social
responsibility,” according to the La

Salle website.

“What excites us the most about the Little
School’s opening is the opportunity to instill
the Lasallian values of faith, service, and
community from the very beginning of the
education of our students,” Scaramuzzo
said.

“We are committed to fostering a nurturing
environment where each student is known,
loved, and challenged to reach their fullest
potential, both academically and spiritually,
he continued. “Our goal is to inspire our
students to become not only successful
learners but also Lasallian leaders who live
out the Gospel in their daily lives.”

2

Kate Quinones

The Little School will feature classes in
computer science and fine arts, among other
subjects.

The Little School is part of the De La Salle
Brothers’ initiative to serve the local
community by expanding the school to a K—
12 school over the next few years. The
brothers hope to expand the school into a
Brother Victorino School in August 2025 —
named for a venerable member of their
order.

“The continued growth of our Catholic
schools in south Florida is enormously
heartening,” Superintendent Rigg said in

a press release. “We are thrilled to welcome
new families.”

A Catholic K—4 school for low-income students opens in Miami Archdiocese — Catholic World

Report
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College Students Lack ‘Rudimentary’ Knowledge of History, Civis: Survey

Report asked students about Senate term lengths, Gettysburg Address, U.S. Constitution

College students lack a “rudimentary grasp”
of American history and government, as
displayed in a civic literacy assessment
recently conducted by the American Council
of Trustees and Alumni.

The 35-question survey, “Losing America’s
Memory 2.0,” asked more than 3,000
students from all 50 states questions about
history and government, including Senate
term lengths and a quote from the
Gettysburg Address, according to ACTA.
The survey was conducted in June by
College Pulse.

“It seems that many students are completely
tuned out to politics, lacking the knowledge
to participate effectively,” ACTA’s Vice
President for Policy Bradley Jackson

told The College Fix in a recent email. “In a
democracy, that is a recipe for disaster.”

When asked who is the current president of
the U.S. Senate, only 27 percent of students
were able to correctly identify Kamala
Harris, and over a quarter thought it was
President Joe Biden.

Many students were unaware of the six-year
length of a U.S. Senate term. Almost a third
(31 percent) thought it was a four-year term.
Likewise, nearly a fifth (19 percent)
incorrectly said representatives to the U.S.
House serve a four-year term; they serve
two years.

Jackson said he was particularly concerned
by another finding: that only 23 percent of
students could identify the Gettysburg

Address as the source of the quote,
“government of the people, by the people,
for the people.”

“If the people no longer care to understand
their government, if they are ignorant of its
history and its institutions, a government
like ours cannot long stand, according to
America’s Founders and later heroes like
Lincoln,” Jackson told The Fix.

Additionally, 37 percent of the students
correctly identified the current chief justice
of the Supreme Court, but 32 percent
responded they were “not sure.” Less than
one-third (31 percent) were able to identify
James Madison as the Father of the
Constitution, with almost half (44 percent)
incorrectly responding with Thomas
Jefterson.

Historian and Hillsdale College Professor
Wilfred McClay told The Fix in a recent
email he was both “appalled and saddened”
by another finding from the survey that
found 57 percent of students would flee the
country rather than stay and fight in the case
of an invasion.

“This reflects a social malady, a sickness of
the soul, that runs deeper than just a lack of
knowledge,” McClay said. “But one of the
best ways to begin combatting that malady
is by rededicating ourselves to a proper civic
and historical education.”

One of ACTA’s goals is to have universities
require students take a course on U.S.
history and government to complete their
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degree. Currently, fewer than 20 percent of
colleges nationwide require this, Jackson
said.

In addition to these courses, Jackson said an
education in proper debate is necessary for
America’s youth. Programs that train
students to have “empathy, tenacity, and
mental agility” for conversations with
people who share different views are just as
critical as ideological or political
knowledge, he said.

Although the K-12 education system has
contributed significantly to the problem, it

has not acted alone, the scholars told The
Fix. Both Jackson and McClay blamed the

Janae Joachim

traditional media and entertainment culture
for prioritizing reality television and fandom
over informed citizenship.

“The problem really begins in primary and
secondary education, including the
textbooks used in those schools, and is
dramatically reinforced by a popular culture
that accepts and echoes the worst
mischaracterizations of the American
experience,” McClay said.

But ACTA leaders stated in a news release
these negative results can be turned around
if America’s institutions act now by playing
a positive role in the civic education of
young adults.

College students lack ‘rudimentary’ knowledge of history, civics: survey | The College Fix
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Maine Continues to Discriminate Against Faith-Based Schools

More about the ongoing legal drama between the state of Maine and a Baptist school defending
its constitutional rights to freedom of religion and speech.

Effective October 18, 2021, Maine
amended its Human Rights Act (MHRA)
by “add[ing] gender identity, religion,
ancestry, and color” as protected classes
under the statute and narrowed the religious
exception to state that ‘[n]othing in this
section’...requires a religious corporation,
association or society that does not receive
public funding to comply with this section
as it relates to sexual orientation or gender
identity.” Unlike federal law, the

MHRA grants no “exemptions from the
prohibition against discrimination on the
basis of religion in education and further
requires that ‘to the extent that an
educational institution permits religious
expression, it cannot discriminate between
religions in so doing.’”

About nine months later, on June 21, 2022,
the Supreme Court invalidated a different
Maine statute excluding “sectarian,” or
faith-based, schools from its “tuitioning”
program in Carson v. Makin (Carson). The
program provided tuition payments to
parents living in rural districts lacking their
own high schools so they could send their
children to the schools of their choice. The
Supreme Court invalidated the
“nonsectarian” requirement as violating the
Free Exercise Clause because it was not
neutral toward religion and it did not afford
parents the opportunity to send their children
to the schools of their choice.

On remand, the federal trial court in
Maine decided that because the parents

suffered an irreparable injury on having their
child excluded from the program, they were
entitled to a permanent injunction against its
enforcement. In light of recent
developments, this column examines a
related case before reflecting on its meaning
for religious freedom in education.

Following Carson, Bangor Christian
Schools, established in 1970, a ministry of
the Bangor Baptist Church, sued Maine’s
commissioner of education, seeking to
enjoin the MHRA’s enforcement.

In Crosspoint Church v. Makin (Makin)
officials raised four points in challenging the
revised MHRA as effectively excluding the
school from the tuitioning program in
violation of the Free Exercise,
Establishment, and Free Speech

Clauses of the U.S. Constitution.

First, officials believed the change was not
neutral because “[a]lthough the poison pill
has ramifications for many religious schools,
its timing and structure show that its purpose
was to preemptively exclude Plaintiff from
the tuitioning program in order to

moot Carson...[t]his result is intentional and
specifically targets Plaintiff’s religious
beliefs.” In other words, officials viewed
this change as designed to

circumvent Carson.

Second, officials charged that assuming the
change is neither neutral toward religion nor
generally applicable because it exempts
single-sex schools from its provisions, the
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trial court should have applied strict
scrutiny analysis. Under this more stringent
standard governmental restrictions on
fundamental rights, such as religious
freedom, must be as narrowly tailored as
possible to achieve compelling
governmental interests and are usually
struck down.

Third, Crosspoint contended that the law
“prohibit[ing] it from hiring only co-
religionists violates the Establishment and
Exercise Clauses.”

Fourth, Crosspoint challenged the MHRA
as violating its right to free speech insofar as
it is impermissibly “based on content and
viewpoint, because it is designed to force
Plaintiff to stop educating its students from
its religious perspective as a condition of
participating in the tuition program.”

In sum, Crosspoint alleged that because the
statutory modifications relating to religion,
sexual orientation, and gender identity
would have caused it irreparable harm, the
balance of equities and public interest
favored its being granted an injunction.

On February 27, 2024, a federal trial court
judge in Maine rejected Crosspoint’s

suit because he did not agree it would have
succeeded on the merits or suffered
irreparable harm. The judge began by
denying the Free Exercise Clause claims,
describing the changes as neutral, generally
applicable, and rationally related to the
legitimate government interests.

Second, the judge denied Crosspoint’s
contention that the MHRA violated its
speech rights because the law regulates
conduct, not speech.

Third, the judge decreed that the
employment provisions restricting

Crosspoint from hiring members of their
own religion did not limit any
constitutionally protected conduct.

The judge concluded by acknowledging
that Makin would probably be appealed to
the First Circuit, perhaps the Supreme Court
even as Crosspoint’s

attorneys announced they would seek
further review. One of Crosspoint’s

lawyers stated that “the gender identity and
sexual orientation provisions, and those that
would prevent the school from turning away
anyone of a different religion, seem
‘designed to keep religious schools from
participating’ in the state’s tuition
program.....prohibit[ing] the school from
teaching from its religious perspective.”

It is unclear how the judge, in his order

in Makin, concluded that Crosspoint did not
experience irreparable harm. In one tangible
example (let alone the constitutional
injuries) he ignored Crosspoint’s possible
loss of attendance because “parents and
students will still have to bear a financial
burden that other similarly situated students
are not required to bear” due to being
excluded from the program.

As to the judge’s three points, it is
astounding that he upheld the MHRA as
neutral even though it essentially singled out
faith-based schools. Second, in rejecting the
speech claim because Crosspoint “was free
to say whatever it wishes; it just cannot
exclude willing listeners for discriminatory
reasons,” he offered a meaningless
distinction without a difference.

Third, and perhaps most egregiously, the
judge disregarded clear language in

the ministerial exception of Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the most
comprehensive federal anti-discrimination
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statute on employment. Under

this exception, “it shall not be an unlawful
employment practice for a school...or other
educational institution or institution of
learning to hire and employ employees of a
particular religion if such school...is, in
whole or in substantial part, owned,
supported, controlled, or managed by a
particular religion or by a particular
religious corporation, association, or society,
or if the curriculum...is directed toward the
propagation of a particular religion.” This
should have been an easy win for the school.

The media’s response to Makin and its
potential impact on religious freedom in
education was, unfortunately, not surprising.
Rather than focus on Crosspoint’s efforts to
defend its constitutional rights to freedom of
religion and speech, a local news

story depicted officials as trying to “ignore
anti-discrimination law” despite unequivocal
Supreme Court precedent supporting their
position. In Trinity Lutheran Church of
Columbia v. Comer the Court explained that
excluding a faith-based institution or
individual “from a public benefit for which
it is otherwise qualified, solely because it is
a church, is odious to our Constitution all
the same, and cannot stand.” Even though
the Court buttressed this rationale in Carson,
state officials and the trial judge overlooked
these clear precedents.

People, of course, have right to live the
lifestyles of their choices freely in line with

Charles J. Russo

their own beliefs and to be treated
respectfully in doing so. But why is this so
often a one-way street? What do those who
oppose the rights of faith-based schools,
institutions, and believers to live and operate
as they wish consistent with their sincerely
held religious beliefs have to gain by
denying them of their rights to do so?

Further, as I’ve asked in prior pieces, why
would potential employees want to work in
institutions or parents send their children to
schools where they refuse to comply with
the basic religious missions and rules under
which they operate? What can possibly be
gained by being involved in institutions with
which individuals do not agree?

In light of Carson and Trinity

Lutheran s emphasizing that people of faith
and their institutions cannot be denied
generally available benefits, it is frustrating
and alarming that public officials would
enact such a change designed to thwart a
precedent with which they disagree. While
there is a reasonable chance that
Crosspoint’s appeal in Makin will prevail
based on Supreme Court precedent, it is
troubling that so much anti-Christian
sentiment remains in education. Although
differences of opinion will always be
present, let us hope that all can respect the
First Amendment’s guarantee of the right to
the free exercise of religion in education and
beyond.

Maine continues to discriminate against faith-based schools — Catholic World Report
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What Place Does AI Have in Ministry or The Lay Apostolate? Part One

White it can be and already is being abused, artificial intelligence is not evil in its essence, a tool
of the devil, or too dangerous to employ at all.

Recent advances in artificial intelligence
(AI) have brought this computing
technology into popular awareness in a
dramatic way. Its astounding, creative
abilities in natural language processing and
computer vision have contributed to a wider
awareness of its capabilities. Al has been
with us since the mid-20" century, but only
in the last decades has it entered into
widespread use in various applications. It is
now increasingly common in many sectors
of daily life, such as internet search engines,
fitness trackers, customer service chatbots,
email spam filters, and medical diagnosis, to
name a few. However, this ubiquity of Al in
our daily lives has largely gone unnoticed by
most of us until recently.

Since the 1970s, the business community’s
attitude toward Al has alternated between
enthusiasm and skeptical disappointment.
By the early 1990s, it had developed a
sufficiently bad reputation within the
business and public sectors that its use was
generally kept behind the scenes. However,
recent advances and positive press have led
to AI’s being touted as the quintessential
mark of advanced technology, and so its use
is expanding and becoming more apparent.

Even considering the rapid developments in
computer-related technologies over the last
50 years, the rate of advancements in
artificial intelligence has been astounding
and with the arrival of quantum computing
on the horizon, the rate and scope of
increased capabilities promise to continue to

be exceptional. In the meantime, we will
continue to witness an explosion of Al-
branded applications entering the market,
reminiscent of the dot-com bubble that burst
at the turn of the third Christian millennium.
However, similar to the internet and internet
commerce, even if the current Al venture
capital bubble bursts, Al itself is here to stay.

Amidst this background, it is not surprising
that AI would begin to be used in ministry
and the lay apostolate, raising questions
about the wisdom of doing so. Whether it
was the first, Catholic Answers’ recent roll
out of a virtual AI chatbot called Justin has
been a catalyst for this discussion.

Before addressing the question of the
prudence of using Al as a tool in ministry
and discipleship, it is important to define
and gain some understanding of the
technology.

What Artificial Intelligence is not

The topic of artificial intelligence can often
give rise to a host of reactions ranging from
fascination to confusion, from imprudent
readiness to uncritically embrace it to
complete rejection of it, from naive trust to
apocalyptic suspicion.

Let’s start with outlining what Al is not. Al
is not and can never become a conscious
being with the attributes of human
personhood. It does not possess a soul, so it
does not have the spiritual faculties of
intellect or will.! It cannot and never will
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understand, intend, ponder, advise, discern,
feel, love, hate, feel compassion, feel
Sorrow, or care about its users. It does not
and never will have consciousness or
conscience, so it does not have the intrinsic
moral compass that guides human action. It
cannot be inspired, experience the light of
faith, have wisdom, choose through hope or
love. While it can be and already is being
abused, Al is not evil in its essence, a tool of
the devil, or too dangerous to employ at

all.2 Rather, it is a sophisticated tool crafted
by human ingenuity, designed to perform
specific tasks by processing vast amounts of
data and identifying patterns within it.2

What Artificial Intelligence is

Al is an advanced computational system that
can simulate certain aspects of human
intelligence, such as learning, reasoning, and
problem-solving. These systems range from
relatively simple apps that sort emails to
complex neural networks capable of
generating human-like text. AI’s primary
function is to assist and augment human
capabilities, not to replace the unique and
irreplaceable human person.

A Brief History of AI Development

The development of artificial intelligence
had its origins in the mid-20th century
advent of digital computers. Early Al
research focused on symbolic reasoning and
rule-based systems. Over the decades,
advances in computing power and
theoretical frameworks led to the
development of machine learning, where
computers learn from data rather than
following explicit instructions. The rise of
deep learning, a subset of machine learning,
marked a significant milestone. Deep
learning utilizes neural networks, which are

inspired by the human brain’s structure, to
process complex data and make predictions.

Understanding Generative AI with Large
Language Models (LLMs)

Generative Al, particularly Large Language
Models (LLMs) like GPT (Generative Pre-
trained Transformer), represents a
monumental leap in Al capabilities. These
models use a series of digital neural
networks, using what is called transformer
architecture (the “T” in GPT), which allows
them to handle and generate human-like text
with remarkable fluency and coherence.

The underlying structure of an LLM
involves multiple layers of interconnected
neural networks with an attention
mechanism that helps models focus on
important words in a sentence, allowing
them to recognize context and meaning
more effectively. During the training phase,
the model is exposed to vast datasets
containing diverse linguistic patterns. The
model learns to predict the next word in a
sequence by adjusting the weights of the
neural networks’ neural connections based
on the error between its predictions and the
actual text. This process of optimization is
algorithmic, involving techniques like
stochastic gradient descent.

A key component of transformers is the
attention mechanism, which helps the model
focus on relevant parts of the input
sequence, ensuring coherence and
contextual relevance. Once trained, the LLM
creates text by picking the most likely next
words based on patterns it has learned, using
methods that help ensure it makes sense and
is not repetitious.

But the LLM alone is not what the average
user will engage with. The LLM requires
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further fine-tuning for its particular
application. It also requires guidance called
prompts, which are further instructions that
help the model to act and respond in more
meaningful ways appropriate to the
particular application.

Al Experts Like Catholic Answers’ Justin

I have no direct insight into Justin’s design,
but I would guess that it was created by
using a commercially available LLM (such
as GPT 4o from OpenAl, Gemini from
Google, or Llama 3 by Meta). The
developers then may have built a vector
database from which the LLM would draw
for its specific responses. If they were to
have used a vector database to improve the
accuracy of responses, they would most
appropriately have used Catholic Answers’
own database of their expert’s responses to a
host of apologetic related issues, relevant
books, other authoritative Church
documents, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, and other sources which would
provide reliable responses to questions.*

The Catholic Answers’ developer also
engineered Justin’s own special prompts to
make it respond like an expert Catholic
Answers apologist, giving it the identity of a
Catholic apologist, focusing its answers so it
gives appropriate responses, and providing
any desired personality and temperament
that a good apologist might have. These
prompts might also try to ensure that Justin
would not reach outside of its preferred
sources in order to answer questions.
However, the complexity and statistical
nature of such an Al system make it
impossible to exhaustively test and correct
such an Al expert. We are at the very early
stages of a new era in Al, and there are not
yet industry wide accepted best practices for

such processes as fine tuning, prompt
engineering, or reinforcement learning. But
still, the Catholic Answers testing panel was
obviously sufficiently convinced of its
reliability that they deployed the system.

Even so, there are still phenomena which are
not fully understood and cannot yet be
overcome, such as hallucinations in which
the LLM can occasionally make up out of
whole cloth plausible responses including
explicitly cited sources that do not exist.
Nevertheless, the systems is also very likely
to be remarkably accurate. Indeed, I have
engaged with an Al representation of St.
Thomas Aquinas, which provides
remarkably insightful and accurate
responses, and even very likely accurate
extrapolations of the Angelic Doctor’s
thought. So, I was not surprised that
Catholic Answers experts were able to be
convinced that Justin would be sufficiently
reliable to offer to the public, with the
appropriate caveats given to users.

Why does AI work?: A theory

The capabilities of Al have rightly amazed
many. Its generative abilities in natural
language and image processing, enabled by
breakthroughs in deep learning, have
surprised and astonished even its developers.
I would like to suggest that these advances
are an opportunity for deeper theological
reflection in the areas of the theology of
creation, the analogy of being, and
theological anthropology. As with all
theological questions, we ought to begin
with the Trinity. All intelligence necessarily
originates in the Eternal Word (Logos), and
so any created intelligence is a participation
in this divine archetype.

This theological truth corresponds with
philosophical insights which we see begin to
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appear among the ancient Greeks. Perhaps
the first record of the intuition that the world
is rational and ordered in a manner
connatural to the human mind is the pre-
Socratic Pythagoras, who thought that the
core of realty was mathematical and could
be understood through examining the
relationship among numbers. Heraclitus,
also a Pre-Socratic, identified the organizing
principle of the cosmos and the source of
both one and many as the Logos, being the
first to give logos this identity.?

Plato further developed these intuitions,
observing that the human intellect must
inhabit the same immaterial domain as the
intelligible dimension of the cosmos, though
he does not seem to be aware of Heraclitus’
teaching on the Logos. Plato saw that the
Origin of the cosmos had to be the rational
principle for everything which derives from
it, but he believed this Form to be a distant
and transcendent archetype. Plato also
developed Pythagoras’ mathematical core of
reality, theorizing that a divine craftsman
(the Demiurge) made the cosmos by
imposing on chaos, eternal mathematical
forms as patterns. The Demiurge used
mathematical principles and geometric
shapes to form the primary elements and
harmonized them through the mathematical
principle of proportion.®

The Stoics developed this idea, but they took
their cue from Aristotle’s immanence of
forms in material objects (i.e., his
hylomorphic theory) and said that the
originating Principle was active and
immanent in things and identified it with
Heraclitus’ Logos. Middle Platonism
returned the Stoics insights of an active,
organizing, intelligible Logos to its Platonic
roots again giving it a transcendent
character. Neo-Platonism will impose on this

a more structured hierarchy of three primary
principles: The One, which is the absolute,
transcendent source of all reality; The Nous
(or Intellect), which emanates from The One
and is the realm of the perfect forms; and
The Soul, which emanates from the Nous
and mediates between the intelligible and
sensible realms, giving matter order and life.

According to the current dominant theory,
the early Church Fathers will see in Neo-
Platonism a striking correspondence with
divine revelation and use it to articulate an
integral explanation of creation. Christian
Platonism will include the role of free agents
in the spiritual and material orders, and this
theological tradition will greatly influence
the whole of Christian theology.” The
hierarchical structure of the Christian
cosmos in its most articulated form is found
in the hierarchy of the nine choirs of angels,
which will dominate the theology of creation
and angelology into the scholastic age. It
emphasizes the angels as mediating the
created order, through succeeding levels of
divine knowledge from the simplest to the
increasingly complex as we descend the
hierarchy of angels to the material order.

This divine knowledge is described in terms
of Platonic-like forms, from more perfect to
more material as the knowledge descends
the angelic hierarchy. This knowledge orders
and harmonizes the cosmos, mediated
through angelic hymns of praise to use
Dionysian symbolism. St. Thomas Aquinas’
cosmology relies especially on Dionysius
the Aeropagite, but he goes on to describe
angelic communication as angelic speech
which is essentially the voluntary
communication of concepts in a manner
proper to their order. Angels’
communication to man is the most complex,
as man’s intellect is the most inferior among
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spiritual intellects.? In line with this
tradition, we might add that the formal
structure of angelic speech, their hymns of
praise, as we descend toward the material
order are detectable and understandable to
the human mind as mathematics.

As Enlightenment hubris moved the center
of gravity of the western intellectual class
increasingly toward atheism, we lost our
foundation for explaining the world as
rational. There now has become an allergic
reaction against any theory that might
suggest God exists. The contemporary,
“enlightened” mind disdains any such
proposals. For this reason, we are surprised,
and many are perplexed, when we
rediscover that the human mind seems to be
connatural with the rationality of the
cosmos.? Yet, there are also those who must
follow where the truth leads them, even
among committed atheists. While he finds
the implications personally troubling,
philosopher Thomas Nagel still must admit
that the mind seems to be made for the
world, for he recognizes denying such has
led us toward a collapse of the capacity for
public, intellectual inquiry and

discourse.!? The prevailing atheistic,
philosophical materialism among the
intellectual class has resulted in the situation
in which most involved in Al development
are mystified as to why it works. For those
who attempt an explanation, they must look
for conjectural reasons conforming with the
philosophical materialism.

Nevertheless, as we have seen, reason alone
reveals the order of the cosmos is connatural
with human reason. Empirical science
indicates the truth of the intuition of
classical Greek philosophy, that
mathematics describes the rational order of
the cosmos and permits predictions based

upon understanding this order. Al suggests
something deeper. Al transformers are
essentially computational artifacts that imply
the act of thinking, language, and
mathematics have some interior unity which
manifest and enables reason. This much is
suggested by our discussion of the Logos,
but it also brings up a very interesting
question about the greater relationship
among the Logos, created logoi which
participate in the Archetype, and the manner
in which the speech of nature, the first book
of revelation, is received by the human
intellect.

St. John Henry Newman says that while
there may be a distinction, there is no
separation between speech and reason as
Msgr. Robert Sokolowski observes in his
masterful investigation into person and
truth.'! Newman shows this to be implied
etymologically in the Greek term logos,
which can mean both reason and

speech.12 Sokolowski goes on to show that
“thinking occurs in the medium of
words.”!2 Though not just any words, but
words that are intentional, that declare the
person. Nagel agrees that this intentionality
is the foundation of language and reason.*

Sokolowski explains that declarative speech
requires syntax, which leads to the
conclusion that thinking itself occurs in the
formal structure of syntax. While he doesn’t
make this amazing insight explicit, the fact
that the spiritual act of thinking happens in
the midst of an exchange between two
persons can only be so among creatures
because it is a created participation in the
Father’s Word eternally spoken in the first
Trinitarian Procession, the generation of the
Eternal Logos. The very structure of
language is inseparable from the act of
thought, while remaining distinct. In other
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words, thinking is in some way present in
language itself. The apparent thinking in
Generative Artificial Intelligence is in great
part, a participation in the thinking of the
multitude of minds ever present in their
writings which were used for the deep
learning of the large language models. The
ability of Al LLMs to so accurately predict
the next words in the complexity of variable
contexts is due to the fact that language
itself, as well as the content on which the
LLM was trained, is already infused with
thought.'>

All of this suggests why artificial
intelligence works in a general sense, but
there is more going on here. We can
understand more deeply the way this
thinking is applied to the particular
questions posed by the users of Al by
looking to the theory of hylomorphism.
Implicit in St. Thomas Aquinas’ adaptation
of Aristotle’s hylomorphic theory is that
matter is needed to enable human spiritual
activity to be manifest in the material order.
We can say that there is a material correlate
in the body for every operation in the soul
that must break into the material order. The
phenomena of the loss of consciousness due
to such things as illness or trauma as well as
the degrading of the operation of the
intellect and will due to similar factors
reveal this to be so. Moreover, the soul is the
form of the body, giving it its shape, self-
organizing, and capacity for operation. The
body reveals the soul. It stands to reason that
the structure of the brain itself reveals a
material corollary to spiritual reason, or at
least how reason must operate in the
material order.

The structure and interconnection of neurons
in the human brain are highly complex and
efficient, created to enable various brain

functions, including the operation of the
spiritual faculties within the material order.
Artificial neurons used in Al neural
networks are mathematical representations
inspired by natural neurons. However, they
cannot replicate the full complexity of
natural neurons and their interconnections
due to the vastly superior intricacies and
functionality of the biological systems.
Nevertheless, the neural networks used in
LLMs are based on structural principles
derived from the brain. These networks,
with millions of artificial neurons and their
predefined interconnections, are adjusted
through training to achieve remarkable
capacity in terms of memory and the
approximation of certain cognitive tasks.
What we are likely seeing with these
artificial neural networks is the digital
emulation of some aspects of the formal
structures that enable thinking in the soul to
operate in the material order via the neural
structures of the brain. However, we are not
witnessing actual thinking, which is obvious
through the lack of intentionality, for the
soul encompasses much more than the brain
and certainly more than the formal structure
of language.'®

For these reasons, artificial networks still
need much algorithmic assistance via self-
attention mechanisms, probability
calculations reflecting human language, etc.
for the LLM to operate effectively. Because
they will never have a human soul, they will
always need these kinds of support
mechanisms to make the neural networks
themselves functionally useful. Yet, as we
learn more and computer processing
capacity continues to become more
powerful, it is impossible to predict how
much generative Al will eventually be able
to accomplish.
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 Editor’s note: Part Two of this essay will
consider the dangers and potential of Al in
ministry, as well as necessary safeguards.

Endnotes:

1 A being requires a unity of substance. The
ancient Greeks found that substantial unity
is not possible if a being is only matter, so
there must be some immaterial principle
which is the source of the being’s substantial
unity. For the human person, this source is
the spiritual soul. Consciousness is a power
of the soul by which a person experiences
self-awareness, awareness of his capacity for
relationships, and freedom to choose and
act, and with which he exercises self-
possession, intentionality and personal
responsibility for his choices. The output of
generative Artificial Intelligence is the result
of digital calculations conducted over a wide
distribution of disparate computers. With
artificial intelligence there is no source of
substantial unity and so no “being” as such
exists. Only a spiritual being can experience
consciousness, and so whatever the
computational responses might appear to
suggest, with Al there can be no
consciousness.

21 do not want to appear to imply that
abuses by misuse of generative Al are of no
concern, but it is likely most abuses will
need to be addressed ultimately through
public policy, legislation, and international
treaties. Moreover, the problem of abuse is
not the focus of this article. I simply wish to
propose that rejecting the prudent use of this
technology to assist in some aspects of the
apostolate will not contribute to mitigation
of these abuses.

3 While current systems are effective only to
the degree they are limited in their scope of
application, the race is afoot to develop an

Artificial General Intelligence system. Some
consider that Transformer technology is
already AGI, others consider it will arrive
when a generative Al system can outperform
some percentage of human subjects on any
given cognitive task. Others believe AGI
will be a reality when a system develops
“sentience,” which they incorrectly use for
consciousness. While developments will
certainly continue to surprise us, we can
safely say that we will never see authentic
consciousness arise from a computer
because this is possible in the material order
only for those beings with a spiritual soul.

4 Some informal sampling of Justin’s
accuracy to assess the likelihood that it uses
a vector database provided mixed results.
For example, questions asked about Catholic
Answers tracts available online suggest that
if there is a vector database, these tracts are
either not included in it or were not
adequately ‘chunked’ (a pre-processing
procedure that divides text into smaller,
more manageable segments to enhance
search accuracy). However, questions asked
about the Catechism of the Catholic Church
suggest that Justin may be drawing directly
from a vector database for these questions.
Since it seems unlikely Justin would not
have accurately formatted Catholic Answers
tracts as part of its vector database, I am
inclined to guess Justin does not use this
very helpful design feature.

3 Plato branded Heraclitus the “philosopher
of change” based on the latter’s dictum “a
man cannot step into the same river twice,”
which in some ways motivated Plato to look
for the source of stability and intelligibility
in the cosmos. However, scholarship since
the 19" century has reassessed Heraclitus.
More scholars see him as prefiguring
philosophical insights that would be
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developed by subsequent philosophers. For
an insightful discussion of Heraclitus and his
view of the Logos see Eva Brann, The Logos
of Heraclitus (Philadelphia, PA: Paul Dry
Books, 2011).

% See Plato, Timaeus 27d-56¢.

7 For example, St. Gregory of Nyssa in Life
of Moses and On the Making of Man, Origen
in his On the First Principles, St. Augustine
in On Music and On Christian Doctrine,
(Pseudo-)Dionysius the Aeropagite in

his Divine Names and Celestial
Hierarchies, and Maximus the Confessor in
his Ambigua. 1 would like to point out that
recent scholarship is reassessing the
majority report’s locating Dionysius the
Aeropagite in the 6-7" century, and are
returning him to the traditional acceptance
of his self-identification as Dionysius of
Acts 17:34. This would make Christian-
Platonism antecedent to its pagan
counterpart and suggest Dionysius to be
Plotinus’s primary influence for Neo-
Platonism (for a compelling and detailed
presentation, see Anthony Pavoni,
Evangelos Nikitopoulos, The Life of Saint
Dionysius the Aeropagite [Montreal,
Quebec: Scriptorium Press, 2024]).

8 See St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa
Theologiae, Prima Pars, Qq. cvii, a.1, a.2,
and cxi, a.1. It may seem counterintuitive to
say that simple being is higher and complex
being is lower because in the material realm,
simplicity is more associated with lower
being and complexity as higher. However,
the reverse is true in the order of spirit.
Closely related is the order of knowledge, in
which St. Thomas Aquinas shows that the
more a thing is known in its parts, the less it
is truly understood. Conversely, the more a
thing is known in its entirety and essence,

the more fully it is understood, and the more
comprehensive understanding is achieved
only by great intellects.

? For example, see Eugene Wigner, “The
Unreasonable Effectiveness of Mathematics
in the Natural Sciences,” in Communications
in Pure and Applied Mathematics, Vol. 13,
no. I (February 1960). Wigner gives several
examples of mathematical concepts that
arise in theoretical mathematics that are
found later to have application in explaining
and predicting real, physical phenomena in
the world. Reaction to this paper, which says
nothing of religion, was extremely negative
from many due its “religious” connotations.

19 Thomas Nagel says “I want atheism to be
true and am made uneasy by the fact that
some of the most intelligent and well-
informed people I know are religious
believers. It isn’t just that I don’t believe in
God and, naturally, hope that I’'m right in my
belief. It’s that I hope there is no God! I
don’t want there to be a God; I don’t want
the universe to be like that” in The Last
Word (New York, Oxford, UK: Oxford
University Press, 1997), 130.

11 See Robert Sokolowski, Phenomenology
of the Human Person (New York, NY:
Cambridge University Press, 2008), 39
citing John Henry Newman, The Idea of a
University (Garden City, NY: Doubleday,
1959), Part 2, Discourse 2, §4, p. 270.

12T ogos can mean word, speech, account,
reason, or principle. Greek classical
philosophy has also infused it with the sense
of being an active, organizing principle as
we have already seen.

13 Sokolowski, Human Person, 39.

14 Nagel, Last Word, 42.
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15 But it is important to emphasize the
generative Al system’s prediction is not
based on the manifold attributes of a human
judgment including the inspiration available
only to a spiritual soul, but on a statistical
estimation calculated by means of a
computational algorithm.

Deacon David H. Delaney, Ph.D.

16 Anyone who has “debated” with an Al
app, and found it comes to agree with your
position only to continue to make the same
error within the same chat session can see
that one is not dealing with real intelligence.
It is likely we will see less of this with future
improvements, but Al app will never have
the personal intentionality necessary for
authentic intelligence.

What place does Al have in ministry or the lay apostolate? Part One — Catholic World Report

205



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/17/what-place-does-ai-have-in-ministry-or-the-lay-apostolate-part-one/#sdfootnote15anc
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/17/what-place-does-ai-have-in-ministry-or-the-lay-apostolate-part-one/#sdfootnote16anc
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/17/what-place-does-ai-have-in-ministry-or-the-lay-apostolate-part-one/

5 Beloved Traditions to Celebrate the Start of a New School Year

Many families kick off a new school year with beloved annual traditions. Here are five special
ways to celebrate the back-to-school season.

Years ago, I read an enchanting account of
one family’s annual “back to school feast.”
The parents and children dressed up for an
elegant dinner to celebrate the start of a new
school year. Each child wore a crown and
received a gift (such as a book or art
supplies) chosen to encourage their
educational endeavors.

While I’ve never organized quite that kind
of “back to school feast” for my own kids,
the idea stuck with me as a sweet way to
kick off a new school year and encourage
enthusiasm about education. As parents
everywhere prepare for a new school year,
whether homeschooling or in a brick-and-
mortar school, a special way to kick off the
new season feels fitting.

I asked friends and family how they kick off
a new school year and heard about all kinds
of beloved annual traditions. Whether you’re
packing backpacks or researching
homeschool curricula (or both!), here are
five special ways to celebrate the back-to-
school season.

{1} A family adventure

The freedom of summer is winding down to
a close, and it’s the perfect time to plan a
few last outings before the school routine
begins again.

A trip to the zoo or botanical garden, a
favorite museum, or even a quick weekend
away (camping maybe?) are all fun

adventures to make memories with your kids
before school starts.

{2} A “first day” food

Whether you plan a favorite breakfast or a
fun after-school snack, having something
extra yummy makes the first day feel even
more special.

{3} A festive dinner during the first week

I plan for my kids to help me cook a favorite
dinner to celebrate their first week of the
new school year. While I don’t think I’ll go
all out with a “back to school feast,”
homemade pizza is always a favorite here.
Since we homeschooled over the summer,
this fun dinner will help to mark the
beginning of a new school year and set it
apart from summer learning.

{4} First day photos

Lots of parents like to take a “first day of
school” photo, perhaps sharing some things
the child is excited about learning in the
coming year, or other sweet details about
this age. And if you happen to forget on the
first day, anytime during the first week
totally counts!

{5} An act of service for the new school
year

As I raise Catholic kids, I want to teach
them to think of others and care for those in
need, so we will help someone else with an
act of service.
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An obvious way to do this at the start of the
school year is to fill a backpack with school
supplies for a child who needs it, perhaps
through your parish or a local service
organization (our local Catholic Worker
house is coordinating something like this!).

Some other options might include taking
dinner to someone who recently had a new

Theresa Civantos Barber

baby or a surgery, or volunteering your time
with a service organization.

Whatever you do to mark the start of the
new term, our prayers are with you for a
wonderful school year for you and your

family!

5 Beloved traditions to celebrate the start of a new school year
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Quick-Thinking Students Steer Bus to Safety, Avoiding Disaster

When a driver had medical issues, brave students from Aquinas College in Australia rushed to
steer the bus and help the driver.

On an ordinary afternoon last month, a
group of Aquinas College students
demonstrated extraordinary bravery and
quick-thinking, averting what could have
been a tragic accident.

The incident occurred on July 8, when a
contracted school bus carrying 27 students
was suddenly thrown into a dangerous
situation. The driver, stricken by a medical
emergency, lost control of the vehicle just
outside the college.

In that critical moment, a handful of students
took immediate action. They steered the bus
to a safe stop, attended to the driver’s needs,
and ensured the safety of their fellow
passengers, as reported by Catholic Leader.

During a special ceremony honoring these
brave students, Marcus Richardson,
Principal of Aquinas College in Ashmore,
highlighted the significance of their actions.
He noted that the incident was a powerful
reminder of the values the school
community holds dear: faith, courage,
compassion, and belonging. He went on to
share:

I'm really proud of how all our
students conducted themselves and
intervened to support someone in
need. Today, we gathered and
reflected on the goodness in our
young people and our community —
with this being one great instance of
our staff and students living out our

vision to be the difference in our
world.”

Gratitude from emergency services

The response from the broader community
was equally profound. Both the Queensland
Police Service (QPS) and Queensland
Ambulance Service (QAS) shared their
gratitude for the students' quick and
courageous actions.

John Nolan, QAS Senior Operations
Supervisor, also commended the students for
their bravery, acknowledging that their
decisive intervention prevented what could
have been a disastrous outcome.

It was a brave moment for these
young teenagers to immediately
react and prevent what was shaping
to be a disastrous crash for the
passengers on the bus and other
motorists and pedestrians on the
road,” Nolan pointed out. “Everyone
is safe today because of their
intervention, and they should be
proud.”

QPS crash investigator Acting Sergeant
Shona Hartles also praised the students,
noting the potential severity of the situation:
“I commend the bravery of the students who
acted selflessly, and without hesitation, and
in doing so potentially averted a far more
serious incident,” she said. “Those students
did themselves, their families, and their
communities proud that day.”
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The ceremony was also attended by
Brisbane Catholic Education Executive
Director Dr. Sally Towns, Queensland Police
Service Coomera forensic crash investigator
Acting Sergeant Shona Hartles, and
Queensland Ambulance Service Gold Coast
Region district director Justin Payne, all of
whom joined in recognizing and celebrating
the students' heroic efforts.

Cerith Gardiner

Heroic students steer bus to safety, avoiding disaster

What is particularly inspiring about the story
is that in a world where challenges often
arise unexpectedly, the actions of these
students serve as a beacon of hope and a
reminder of the power of courage,
compassion, and community. Their story is
not just about preventing a disaster but about
embodying the values that can truly make a
difference in our world.
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How To Create an Evening Prayer Routine for Your Kids

Moments of common prayer are important for a family. Figuring out how, when, and what to
pray is the first step to making prayer a regular part of family life.

Whenever I have had parenting struggles
over the years, I’ve realized that more often
than not, the answer to my problem lies in
habit or routine. Why is bedtime so crazy,
for instance? Ah, the routine needs an
adjustment — we need to push bedtimes a
little later in the summer because the sun
still being out makes winding down harder.
Why does my family have so much
resistance to tidying up? It’s because when
we clean at random times throughout the
day it’s an unexpected request, but when we
clean at set times of the dayj, it is easy to do
because it is a habit.

The same holds true for prayer. When we
pray together as a family on some nights and
not others, or only a few times a month,
prayer seems like an unexpected and needy
guest—demanding your time. But, when we
make prayer a routine that we stick to every
night, there are fewer complaints and prayer
is a normal evening activity rather than an
extraordinary, elusive one.

Finding your routine

Evening works best for our family because
we are all together and no one has to get out
of the door. Depending on your family’s
schedule, however, morning might work
better. Regardless of the time of day,
choosing one time and sticking with it is
helpful. I love hearing about what works for
other people. My brother and his family pray
a Rosary in the morning together first thing
as everyone wakes up. My sister-in-law

plays a recording of the daily Mass readings
and has everyone listen during breakfast.

Growing up, we prayed the Rosary as a
family at 7:30 pm every night. Or if we were
traveling, we would pray together in the car.
We also named one thing we were thankful
for and one person we wanted to pray for,
sometimes recording them in a journal to
look through later over the years.

How to pray

I knew families who had a family Bible
study time where they read and reflected on
Scripture together, Lectio Divina style.
Right now, we are trying to introduce our
boys to the Liturgy of the Hours. We pray
night prayer together, using this book,
complete with singing and processions
around the room (which keeps the attention
of my seven-and=under crowd). The Little
Office of the Virgin Mary is simpler and
easier to follow for our beginning readers
than the normal breviary with the hours in
it.

A family with older children or young adults
might easily have a quiet, reflective
atmosphere for prayer. That is not our life
right now. I dream of it someday, but for
now we work with the vibrant atmosphere
we have. We don’t require the littlest to sit
still, just that they play quietly or look at
books nearby. We include lots of singing, as
everyone seems to connect with that, and it
helps guide the noise in one direction.
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Flexibility

Our prayer time has gone through many
iterations over the years—from praying a
decade of the Rosary together to simply
praying a Hail Mary together for specific
people who need our prayers to the more
elaborate singing and procession filled time
we have now. I would love to include a
simple examination of conscience in our
time eventually. But that’s the beauty of

Cecilia Pigg

prayer. Just as we grow in our ability to
communicate with each other, we can grow
in our ability to communicate with God. It is
natural and good that our prayer should
change as we change.

When we commit to prayer, and keep
showing up consistently, we give God a
solid opening to work on our hearts. That is
one habit I definitely want to instill in my
children.

How to create an evening prayer routine for your kids
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A Novel Idea: Seminarians Read Literature as Prep for Priesthood

Pope Francis lamented that ‘a sufficient grounding in literature’is not a standard part of priestly
formation. But some seminaries in the U.S. and abroad seem to be bucking that trend.

When Carter Anderson started seminary
formation two years ago, he likely knew that
hitting the books would be on the agenda.

But what the Diocese of Helena, Montana,
seminarian might not have known at the
time was that, in addition to sacred Scripture
and theological texts, works of fiction would
also play an important part in his preparation
for the priesthood.

In particular, Anderson cites the impact of
reading Georges Bernanos’ The Diary of a
Country Priest in his first year of formation
at St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota.

Even though the novel is set in a different
century and continent, the Montana
seminarian found that its depiction of a
20th-century French priest embracing his
weakness and depending more deeply on
God amidst the difficulties of parochial
ministry helped him do the same as he began
his formation for the priesthood.

“It was a deep insight into the heart of the
spiritual life,” Anderson told the Register.

The Montana seminarian’s literary encounter
wasn’t an accident. Instead, it was the
product of an intentional focus on reading
literature in the first year of formation at the
St. Paul’s Seminary, where Anderson is set
to begin his third year as a seminarian this
fall.

More broadly, it illustrates the important
role reading fiction can play in the formation

of future priests, with seminary faculty,
seminarians and even Pope Francis noting
the ability of quality literature to bolster
empathy, increase a desire for goodness, and
offer a refreshing alternative to screen time.

The Pope addressed the topic in a July 17
letter, writing that reading novels and poems
should be an essential part of preparation for
ministry and that their absence “can lead to
serious intellectual and spiritual
impoverishment of future priests.”

“The task of believers, and of priests in
particular, is precisely to ‘touch’ the hearts
of others, so that they may be opened to the
messages of the Lord Jesus,” wrote Pope
Francis. “In this great task, the contribution
that literature and poetry can offer is of
incomparable value.”

Pope Francis lamented that ““a sufficient
grounding in literature” is not a standard
part of priestly formation. But some
seminaries in the U.S. and abroad seem to be
bucking that trend.

In particular, some houses of formation
appear to be using a new period of seminary
formation called the “propaedeutic stage” —
which comes from a Greek word meaning
“to teach beforehand” — as time for
intentional engagement with literature. The
propaedeutic stage is an initial phase of
seminary formation that focuses on forming
good habits and growing in freedom from
unhealthy attachments.
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At the St. Paul Seminary, for instance, men
in this initial phase of formation take part in
a yearlong reading group, which is where
Anderson first read Bernanos. Other texts
include Paul Claudel’s The Tidings Brought
to Mary, Graham Greene’s The Power and
the Glory, and short stories by Flannery
O’Connor.

Described as somewhere in between a book
club and an academic class, the course aims
to help new seminarians rediscover a sense
of wonder and God’s activity in daily life,
before exploring specific themes like love
and friendship, death and hope, and, finally,
priestly ministry.

Seminarians read in their free time and then
come together twice a week to talk about the
texts, with seminary professor Father Pietro
Rossotti guiding discussion.

“It’s a deep dive into the human person and
God’s grace,” explained Peter Flynn, a
seminarian from the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis who participated in the
course two years ago.

Although the seminarians in the course read
other materials, like Pope Benedict XVI’s
encyclical on hope or Aristotle’s treatise on
friendship, the syllabus is heavy with works
of fiction.

Father Rossotti explained that the idea isn’t
to provide a distraction from truths about
God and the human person articulated in
academic or ecclesial texts, but rather to
come at them in a way that brings them to
life for the reader.

“Literature gives you an entry point into the
human experience that philosophy and
theology don’t,” explained Father Rossotti, a
member of the Priestly Fraternity of St.
Charles Borromeo. “Reading literature is

like encountering the person through
experience.”

In this way, reading literature can be good
preparation for encountering others in
ministry, said Father Rossotti.

“I want my students to see that everyone is
waiting for Jesus,” explained the priest. “But
we need to be able to detect that desire.”

Father Rossotti’s emphasis on the
evangelical relevance of literature is
unsurprising, given his belonging to the St.
Charles Borromeo Missionaries. The
priestly fraternity is connected to the lay
movement Communion and Liberation,
which stresses literature as a place where the
deepest desires of the human heart are often
unveiled.

In fact, the St. Charles Borromeo
Missionaries’ seminary in Rome includes a
small library dedicated entirely to works of
literature. A list of more than 100
recommended texts provided to the
seminarians includes Catholic authors like
Robert Hugh Benson (author 7he Lord of the
World, a papal favorite) and Divine
Comedy scribe Dante Algieri, but also such
non-Catholic Christians as Wendell Berry,
ancient pagans like Homer, and even atheist
existentialists like Albert Camus.

The seminary’s rector, Father Donato
Contuzzi, told the Register that their literary
emphasis is inspired by Communion and
Liberation’s founder, Servant of God Luigi
Giussani, who “always educated us to be
positively open to everything that is human,
that which speaks of man and to man.”

“Through literature, you can get to know a
people; and for us missionaries, this is very
important,” explained Father Contuzzi. “You
get to know the human soul and human
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history, which is also fundamental for facing
the present and the people to whom we are
sent.”

The value of literature is also embraced at
more ordinary diocesan seminaries in the
United States.

At Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, seminarians in the
propaedeutic stage are encouraged to read
literature as a way of “forming their
sentiments and sympathies,” explained
Father Daniel Hanley.

“Good art can form the desires toward an
ordered good,” said Father Hanley, who
coordinates the propaedeutic stage at the
Mount and said that literature is part of the
educative process of teaching “someone
what they ought to love.”

Additional benefits of reading literature, he
said, include helping the seminarian grow in
the “imaginative capacity to express
himself,” which is important for effective
preaching, and also to become culturally
educated.

The Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, priest
explained that good fiction need not be
“explicitly theocentric,” nor does it
necessarily need to be written by Catholics.

“Good literature can form the sentiments
because it is grounded in the truth about the
human person, creation in the cosmos, and
the basic truth about God and his goodness,’
Father Hanley told the Register.

b

For instance, Father Hanley said that
Charles Dickens’ stories help the reader
“like the things you ought to like and not
like the things you shouldn’t,” while Jane
Austen’s novels are “essentially about

people discovering a properly ordered
attraction.”

Unlike at St. Paul’s, the Mount doesn’t
require seminarians in the propaedeutic
stage to do required readings as part of a
course. Instead, the approach is more
individualized.

“Each man comes to an understanding of
where he needs to grow, and then we try to
figure out a book for him to read,” explained
Father Hanley, although the seminarians
generally form reading groups amongst
themselves.

The priest also noted that, consistent with
Pope Francis’ recent reflections, the goal
isn’t to make seminarians slog through a text
they dislike, but instead to connect them
with something they truly enjoy.

During the propaedeutic stage, “we try to
drill down and help men grow in true
recreation,” he said. “Literature is a part of
how we do that well.”

National sources could not confirm that a
literary focus is necessarily being
implemented at all U.S. seminaries as part of
the propaedeutic stage, which became a
requirement starting last year.

But the current edition of the “Program for
Priestly Formation,” a text from the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops that guides
seminary formation in the United States,
states that this initial period can “help to
make up for anything that is missing in a
seminarian’s general education,” with a
familiarity with “the Catholic intellectual
tradition,” including literature and the arts,
described more generally as an important
area of competence for future priests.
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Seminarians who have engaged with
literature as part of their formation at places
like St. Paul Seminary underscore how it’s
aided their preparation for ministry.

Flynn said that his first year’s focus on
literature has affirmed that reading helps
him experience refreshment in way that
scrolling on a smartphone does not.

“It does seem that literature can heal us in
some way,” said Flynn, who is currently
reading and discussing J.R.R.

Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings with other
seminarians. "It puts us into contact with
something very human and life-giving and
joyful.”

And two years removed from the course and
his encounter with Bernanos’ country priest,

Jonathan Liedl

Anderson says that he has maintained a
daily habit of reading literature, which
“continues to be instrumental in my
relationship to Our Lord and others.”

Describing reading literature as “akin to true
listening,” Anderson said that the practice
helps him be open to life experiences that
he’s never gone through himself.

“Being attentive to the plight of another, be
that a character or the person in front of me,
I recognize a response within a gateway to
empathy and compassion,” he told the
Register.

It’s an ability that will help him now as a
member of the seminary community and,
God-willing, in his future ministry as a
priest.

A Novel Idea: Seminarians Read Literature as Prep for Priesthood| National Catholic Register
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New Resource: Theology of the Body for Hard Middle School Years

A new video series focuses on God's design for the human body, helping young people navigate
their lives with timeless wisdom and truth.

Pope St. John Paul II’s years as pope left the
world with the lasting legacy of Theology of
the Body, his general audience addresses
and other teachings explaining God’s design
for the human person, and particularly the
human body.

Theology of the Body offers a framework to
make sense of identity, relationships, and
sexuality. Not surprisingly, it's a topic many
parents and educators want to share with
young people.

An easy way to share Theology of the Body
is through Envision: Theology of the Body
for Middle School, a video-based program
from Ascension.

Envision brings accessible, faith-based
answers to questions about the following
topics:

e Body image

e Sexual identity

e Use of technology

e Pressure to date

e Sin and reconciliation

o Emotional vulnerability
e Bullying

e Weekend culture

e Sex and love

Jason Evert, nationally recognized Theology
of the Body speaker, is the main video

presenter of Envision. The program also
features authors and Theology of the Body
experts Brian Butler and Colin and Aimee
Maclver, along with presenters Chika
Anyanwu; Sr. Mary Grace, S.V.; Tanner
Kalina; Mari Pablo; and others.

Envision includes eight video sessions with
accompanying workbooks and is designed to
inspire young people to strive for a life of
authentic freedom and love.

"You were made by Love and for love"

Jason Evert shared with Aleteia some details
about the Envision program.

Why should young people take part in
the Envision program?

Young people today are bombarded
with false messages about who they
are and how they should live.
Thankfully, God has blessed the
Church with a treasury of wisdom to
answer these questions in St. John
Paul II's Theology of the Body.

Envision takes this timeless wisdom
and shows middle school students
how to apply it to their daily lives, in
a way that will lead to true freedom
and authentic love.

What is the most important message of
the Envision program for young people?

The most important message of the
program is the heart of the Theology
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of the Body: that you were made by
Love and for love, and this is why
nothing else will satisfy the human
heart.

We are made in the image and
likeness of a God who is love, and
what this means is that we will only

Theresa Civantos Barber

find ourselves in the fullest giving of
ourselves.

Interested in learning more? Parents can get
a free preview of the program and priests,
religious, DREs, deacons, teachers, and
youth ministers can request a full review

pack.

New resource: Theology of the Body for hard middle school years
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When Gangs Take Over Your Country, You Go to School to Eat

ary's Meals is helping to keep kids in school in rural parts of Haiti, where gangs mean
Mary's Meals is helping to keep kids in school i [p Haiti, where gang.
Haitians live with constant stress and fear of getting attacked.

As Haiti receives members of an
international peacekeeping force hoping to
control gang violence, some schools in
central Haiti are doing their best to provide a
normal life for youngsters.

Cassandre Regnier, the deputy director

of Summits Education, which runs 40
primary schools in rural Haiti, said that there
are daily threats and deepening insecurity.
Although 400 Kenyans have arrived as part
of the international peace-keeping force,
their presence is not felt or seen, and the
security situation remains unchanged,
Regnier told Aleteia.

“The situation is still volatile, and tension
remains high as retaliation is expected,”
Regnier said. “We are uncertain if, for
strategic reasons, planned interventions are
not shared, but so far, we have heard of only
one intervention recently in an area
controlled by the gangs called Ganthier;
even though they have said it was
successful, the troops returned without
regaining control of the region.”

Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital, is about 30
miles away. Gangs control 80% of the city
and are gaining more territory daily, Regnier
said. For the Summits students and their
families, that impacts their ability to get
things for everyday living.

“Haiti relies mainly on imports that go
through the capital, and we mostly use the
roads for transport. Nowadays, all the

strategic roads are occupied by gangs,”
Regnier said.

People who work in remote communities
can no longer get to the capital so freely, as
they have to rely on public transportation,
which is not safe.

Last September a gang took over the nearby
Saut D'eau area until the local population
and national police fought to get back
control. But the schools lost an entire month
of classes, she said.

She added that some Summits employees
were kidnapped but later released. Some had
to negotiate for the release of family
members.

“Haitians live with constant stress and fear
of getting attacked,” she lamented.

Bright spot

The schools provide a bright spot amid the
turmoil, however, and for the schools — and
the students’ families — an international
meals program provides a consistency amid
all the other uncertainties.

Summits Education is a partner of Mary’s
Meals, which provides school meals to
children living in some of the world’s
poorest communities.

“Understanding the crucial need for a daily
meal, especially at a place of education,
given the poverty in the communities
served, we started working with MMI in
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2018, supporting seven schools and
gradually expanded to serve 60,000 kids in
199 schools with the goal to reach 70,000
kids next school year,” Regnier told Aleteia.

“We implement school feeding
directly at the schools, meaning that
we provide the dry ration every two
months for the school to cook the
meals daily. Given the current crisis
in Haiti, it is becoming even more
crucial for schools to provide at least
a daily meal to students to keep
attendance high, keep them healthy,
help them engage in the classroom,
and keep them from joining gangs,
knowing that in moments of crisis,
the most vulnerable suffer more.”

Most families live on less than $2 a day,
Regnier said. “Those whom we serve
desperately need food assistance and are at
high risk for chronic hunger and
malnutrition. Many children have
communicated that the daily meal received
at school is sometimes their only meal
during the day."

So the partnership with Mary’s Meals
increases education access to many students
who would not be able to attend school due
to hunger or the inability of parents to send

John Burger

them, she added. “It also increases
attendance since students come to school
daily knowing they will eat at school.” And
it increases their concentration and
engagement at school so that they can learn
appropriately.

Locked in poverty

Mary’s Meals points out that malnutrition is
widespread in Haiti, owing to chronic food
insecurity. A persistent onslaught of natural
disasters, such as the 2010 magnitude 7
earthquake, has greatly impacted people's
ability to sustain a livelihood.

Political instability, food shortages,
unemployment, tropical storms and
hurricanes have kept most Haitians locked in
a cycle of poverty for generations.

Mary’s Meals has been serving in Haiti
since 2006, working with Caritas
Hinche and Bureau de Nutrition et
Développement in addition to Summits.

Their support means a lot to Summits
Education. Regnier believes education is the
only path out of poverty and the only
solution to changing Haiti’s trajectory. A
simple meal at school is an important part of
that process.

When gangs take over your country, you go to school to eat
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Parents Sue Colorado School for Secretly Facilitating Daughter’s Gender
Transition

Colorado parents and their daughter sued the
state of Colorado last week over a law that
enabled a high school to encourage their
daughter’s gender transition without their
knowledge or consent.

A school counselor at Brighton High School
in the Denver suburbs secretly connected the
14-year-old girl with a transgender therapist
who recommended life-altering treatment
including hormone treatment and breast-
removal surgery.

The parents are combating the policies that
enabled the school to keep this information
from them. Colorado’s Name Change Law,
effective in April, requires schools to use the
preferred name and pronouns of gender-
confused students. In addition, a 2021
school district policy, the Parental Exclusion
Policy, prevents schools from notifying
parents about social transition without the
student’s consent.

In the Aug. 7 complaint, the parents, known
as John and Jane Doe, say their daughter,
“A.D.,” a 14-year-old freshman in high
school, was struggling with anxiety and
depression when she asked a counselor at
Brighton High School for help transitioning
to a male identity.

The school concealed the social transition
from the Does, referring to their daughter by
her female name with parents while calling
her by her preferred male name at school,
the complaint alleges.

The counselor connected the daughter with a
transgender therapist in Colorado’s online
telemedicine portal I Matter. That therapist

discussed hormone treatment and a
mastectomy with the daughter without the
parents’ knowledge on the counselor’s
computer.

The counselor informed the parents that
their daughter was struggling with her
mental health but referred to her as a girl
and did not mention that the school was
socially transitioning her.

The parents began to suspect that the school
was socially transitioning their daughter by
the spring of her freshman year.

Their daughter, after seeing a therapist, has
since recognized “that changing who she is
was not the answer,” the complaint noted.

“Social transitioning is a powerful form of
psychological treatment,” the complaint
notes, arguing that in minors it “may only be
done under the watchful supervision of a
trained mental health professional and with
close parental involvement at every step of
the way.”

The daughter now “regrets wanting to
transition” and believes that the school’s
affirmation in part helped perpetuate her
transgender identity.

“School districts across Colorado are
facilitating major psychological treatment
for children without their parents’
knowledge or consent,” the parents’ lawyer,
Eric Sell, said in a post on X.

“This dangerous practice risks greater rates
of anxiety, depression, and suicidality later
in life for these kids. Parents, not schools,
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should be making these important
decisions,” the lawyer said.

Conservative nonprofit Center for American
Liberty and Denver-based Gessler Blue law
firm are representing the parents in court.

“Parents have a fundamental right under the
14th Amendment to direct the upbringing of
their kids,” the Center for American

Kate Quinones

Liberty’s Aug. 7 press release noted. “At a
bare minimum, that includes being made
aware of life-changing decisions being
made at school.”

The firms request that the court declare the
Name Change Law and the Parental
Exclusion Policy invalid and prevent the
school from implementing them during the
pending lawsuit and in the future.

Parents sue Colorado school for secretly facilitating daughter’s gender transition — Catholic

World Report
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The Ambivalence and Dilemmas of “Acceptance Parenting”

If the authors of What Are Children For?—two privileged women in the fourth decade of their
lives—haven t figured out their defining values, how do they realistically expect a child to create
and define a world of meaning and value?

Earlier this year, I reviewed Tim Carney’s
new book Family Unfriendly: How Qur
Culture Made Raising Kids Much Harder
Than It Needs to Be. Carney’s thesis is that
the movers and shakers of our culture have
created such daunting expectations of
“good” parenting that people are intimidated
to undertake parenthood.

Even when people finally do commit to
getting married, the fact of “moving from a
couple to a family is, increasingly, a second
great leap forward.”

Carney’s book came to mind as I read
another new book, written from a
completely different angle: Anastasia Berg
and Rachel Wiseman’s What Are Children
For? On Ambivalence and Choice. The
authors cannot decide whether to have
children and, as Kirkus Review notes, they
“are careful to avoid a prescriptive
conclusion.”

Berg and Wiseman probe their ambivalence
about parenthood by starting from reflecting
on their own childhood. Their anecdotes—
like having gone to “peace camp” in the
summer or one child remaining in
Massachusetts for pre-college schooling
while the rest of the family moved for
professional career reasons to Maine—
quickly reminded me of Carney’s insight
into how modern expectations
overcomplicate parenthood. Then the
authors laid it out barely:

...[T]here is something different
about how parents think of their role
today: ‘Whether radically new is not,
at heart, how concerned or
permissive we’ve become, but how
fully we have given over to our
children the job of defining
‘happiness.’” Caillard calls this new
paradigm ‘acceptance parenting.’
“Traditional” parents ... drew ‘on
culture and tradition to set standards
relative to which children are to be
assessed.” (Think of Tevye in Fiddler
on the Roof ...). Those standards
now come from the people they are
to be applied to—more specifically,
from future, which is to say, not yet
existent, versions of those people.’
Instead of moral guides, parents
become talent scouts and trend
forecasters in their own homes,
doing their best to expose their
children to as many activities and
opportunities as possible in the hope
that something will succeed.
Naturally, parents still wish ... their
kids ‘succeed,’ in some ways perhaps
more than ever before, but the onus
is on the children to figure out what
that actually means.”

Please read that last clause carefully: “the
onus is on the children to figure out what
[success] actually means.” Berg and
Wiseman’s observation crystallized a whole
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perspective on what’s afoot in contemporary
parenting—and how Catholics might think
about it.

“Acceptance parenting” is the social
expression of the dictatorship of relativism.
Parents set no concrete norms. The norm is
“success,” but “success” is a form with no
inherent content: whatever fills it is
“undefined,” not unlike a Baskin Robbins
ice cream cone one can pack with any of 31
different flavors.

How inhuman such “parenting” is! A “child,
by reason of his physical and mental
immaturity, needs special safeguards and
care,” as the Convention on the Child
reminds us. A child is not a small adult. A
child’s physical and mental immaturity
requires parents—a mother and a father—to
shape him.

Berg and Wiseman speak about how
indeterminate they feel about their lives in
their thirties. One is almost tempted to ask,
“What do you want to be when

you finally grow up?” They concede that
their decision to defer parenthood is less an
active decision than a passive acquiescence
in the continuation of the status quo—in
other words, inertia. But if two privileged
women in the fourth decade of their lives
haven’t figured out their defining values,
how do they realistically expect a child to
create and define a world of meaning and
value? How dare they impose so gargantuan,
so impossible, a task on a child?

How huge a task this is for parents! As
Carney points out, the open-ended
expectations of “ideal” parenting—especially
parenting according to elite models—simply
does not work for the typical American
parent of middle- or working-class means,
the single parent, or the parent with multiple

children. It creates expectations no ordinary
parent can meet and fans them in children
who thereby learn nothing about realism,
much less self-denial or sacrifice.

The authors drop hints, however, that there
is some unspoken gap between what they
profess and what they really think. They
admit that modernity dictates we should
leave children with open-ended choices, but
they wonder what their “accepting” parents
would have said if they had come home and
announced they were leaving Judaism to
become fundamentalist Christians.

In other words, while the panoply of
“choices” is theoretically open-ended in this
nonjudgmental world, the dirty little secret
is that there is a certain normativity to what
one really should choose.

The religious example, I think, is telling.
There’s no small number of moderns who,
unwilling to “impose” a faith on their child,
defer infant baptism with the retort that “the
child will choose when he’s old enough.”
Mary McAleese, the former President of
Ireland now turned canon lawyer, pushed
this view. Lots of Catholic parents practice a
modified version of this religious
indifferentism, either leaving the reception
of Confirmation up to a child or treating it as
the “sacrament of exodus” from the Church
until an ecclesiastical photographic
backdrop might be in demand for those still
believing in marriage. What can be said of
religious dogma can also be said of religious
morality.

As in the case of a progressive Jew
becoming a fundamentalist Christian,
however, some choices might be gauche. As
long as the “choice” defaults to some
version of amorphous “spirituality” or
religious indifference, that’s acceptable. If it
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results in a serious religious commitment,
say, an active orthodox Catholic, one might
even want the FBI to monitor such
“Christian nationalist” extremists.

So, the question for Catholic parents
becomes: What kind of parent will I be? Am
I an “accepting” or a “traditional” parent? In
other words, do I see my role as that of
“moral guide” or “talent scout?” Am I
looking to cultivate virtues that lead to life
eternal or talents leading to temporal
“success?” (And, let’s be honest, amidst all
this “value agnosticism,” if little Liam and
Olivia focused on UMass versus Harvard,
would their talent scouts, er, parents, likely
remain indifferent?)

In no other area of human knowing can such
agnosticism reign. Traditional education
presupposed the necessity of students
acquiring a basic fund of knowledge—a
fixed set of facts and axioms—before one
could expect a student to engage in “critical
thinking” about the subject matter.
Substance has been subordinated to
incessant “dialogue.” Contemporary
educational achievement levels question to
what practically the consequences of such
agnosticism leads.

If one has any doubts about the degree to
which the parental indifference of the
“accepting parent” can lead, consider the
current issue of “transgender” genital
mutilation promoted as “healthcare” among
minors. While much focus has been placed
on states and governors that are protecting
children against these abuses,

there are states and governors who have
declared their fealty to “choice” in this
respect. Just as the past fifty years have seen
some states and governors excise parental
control over minor children in the area of

abortion—denying parents’ rights to consent
or even know of a minor daughter’s
abortion—so the same phenomenon is
repeating itself over genital mutilation.

Take Minnesota’s Tim Walz. In 2023, he
signed legislation making Minnesota a
“transgender sanctuary state,” immunizing
anyone who performs genital mutilation on a
minor from another state. It gave Minnesota
courts temporary jurisdiction over such
children and makes parental receptivity (like
a good “accepting” parent) a criterion in
child custody cases.

The most telling comment, however, during
Walz’s ceremony celebrating his transgender
“executive order” came from Lt. Governor
Peggy Flanagan. Lecturing parents attending
the event, she told them: “When our
children tell us who they are, it is our job as
grownups to listen and to believe

them. That s what it means to be a good
parent.”

Apparently, an “accepting” parent will be
“open” to a son thinking he’s a girl or a
daughter thinking she’s a boy or either
thinking they’re a pussycat. Apparently, the
non-normative parent should happily wish
his child never to be what he himself is: a
parent. To deprive a child even before
puberty of the capacity ever to be a parent.
But that, of course, tallies with the
ambivalence of Berg and Wiseman towards
parenthood.

As for me and my house, Lt. Governor
Flanagan, I tell you: my job as a parent

is not to “listen and believe” but to guide my
child towards real good and real value. Even
if they—or you—don’t think me
“accepting.”
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John M. Grondelski, Ph.D.

The ambivalence and dilemmas of “acceptance parenting” — Catholic World Report

225



https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/08/11/the-ambivalence-and-dilemmas-of-acceptance-parenting/

The Christian Approach to Sports

For some, the state of modern sports is enough to write off the whole enterprise of sports as a
waste of time or a conciliation with decadent modern culture. But I believe this is shortsighted.

By now you are probably tired of hearing
about the blasphemy and mockery of Our
Lord that took place at the Olympic opening
ceremonies. | know I am. It was an
egregious display and set the tone for the
whole event, an event that I have avoided in
its entirety but for a clip here or there that is
shared on social media. I have never been a
huge Olympic fan, but I have been a lifelong
athlete and have always looked to the
Olympics with keen interest in a couple of
events, like the 100-meter sprint and Rugby
Sevens.

However, the blasphemy that began the
games is an occasion to reflect on not only
the absurdity of how an anti-God culture has
infiltrated spectacles on the world stage but
also an opportunity to consider the value of
sports in the Christian life.

In our post-Christian world sports are, in
many ways, worshiped like idols, and
professional athletes have taken the place of
saints and true heroes in the eyes of our
children. I can remember spending hours
and hours going over the history of great
hockey players as a child, memorizing
everything I could about Guy Lafleur and
Maurice Richard and making sure I never
missed the morning highlights of the
previous night’s NHL action. When football
became my obsession, I did the same with
NFL players and the history of Super Bowls,
etc.

Of course, there is nothing intrinsically evil
with admiring great athletes for their
abilities and accomplishments, as we
understand that a great amount of natural
virtue is required to excel in sports at the
highest levels. When we see an athlete raise
the MVP trophy or the championship cup,
we naturally admire the man for his years of
sacrifice and dedication to his craft; and we
recognize that he is, in a way, above other
men because of what he has done. This
admiration is, at root, very healthy and acts
as a healthy antidote to the egalitarianism
that plagues our meritless age. As an aside, I
have never seen the DEI fanatics
complaining about the racial makeup of the
NFL or NBA, although I have seen them
complain about the “whiteness” of the
NHL...go figure.

At any rate, although this inclination to
herald sports as a great thing is based on a
healthy impulse, we must also admit that
sporting culture has gone far beyond the
cultivation of natural virtue and the
admiration thereof. Without even
considering the fact that Super Bowl
halftime shows have become iterations of
Bunyan’s rendition of Vanity Fair, the whole
event has reached the heights of absurdity
on its own. I did watch this year’s Super
Bowl, and I must admit I was rooting for the
49ers for two reasons: first, because the
Chiefs knocked my Bills out of the playoffs,
and secondly, because I was enamored with
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the underdog story of San Francisco
quarterback Brock Purdy.

Nevertheless, when the broadcast began, it
was striking to consider the amount of
money and pyrotechnics, among other
things, that were sunk into the event. As
much as I love football, it must be admitted
that the Super Bowl has become something
like the pinnacle religious event for
American culture, wherein the gladiators
entertain the whole of the nation for the
supremacy of a particular city-state.

For some, the state of modern sports is
enough to write off the whole enterprise of
sports as a waste of time or a conciliation
with decadent modern culture. This is an
understandable response given the depths of
depravity and immorality that have
infiltrated many professional associations;
but I believe it is shortsighted. That sports
have been co-opted by a materialist and
consumerist culture is not in doubt, but this
is the result of an immoral and misguided
culture and not the goodness of sports
themselves. The popes have not been silent
on the subject of sport in the modern age,
and their wisdom on the subject is timely.

Pius XI wrote that the Church should
concern herself with sports and physical
education in general “because it is a means
that can serve or harm Christian education.”
We recognize that sports and physical
education can be harmful to faith and
morals, but Pope Pius XI was also clear that
participation therein could be an aid to
Christian education. Echoing these
statements, Pius XII wrote: “What is sport if
not a form of education of the body?—This
education is closely related to morality. How
then could the Church not care about it?”

Reflecting on his predecessor, Pius

XII recalled that Pius XI was a “master of
mountaineering” and he believed that this
sporting background helped form his
“intrepid courage” that was necessary for his
pontificate during a tumultuous

time. According to Pius XII, “the prime
purpose and object of sport...[is] to cultivate
the dignity and harmony of the human body
to develop its health, strength, agility and
grace.”

For these reasons, sports have always been
seen as an excellent way to foster natural
virtue that can be perfected by grace. Who
can deny that years spent grinding through
difficult training and operating under
considerable pressure will help a young man
mature and handle other conflicts and
challenges? To this day, I do my best to
maintain the regimented practices learned
from a life of sport, and I must say they have
served me well.

Although training for sport is not salvific in
itself, the disciplines of training and dieting
do translate well to practices of mortification
and penance. On this subject, Pope Pius

XII wrote:

Have you ever noticed the
considerable number of soldiers
among the martyrs whom the Church
venerates? Their body and character
formed by the training inherent to
the profession of arms, they were at
least the equal of their comrades in
their countries’service, in strength,
in courage, but they proved
themselves to be incomparably
superior to them by their readiness
to fight and

sacrifices [sic] themselves in the
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loyal service of Christ and of his
Church.

NFL athlete Harrison Butker comes to
mind as a contemporary figure who has been
outspoken about how his sporting life and
his religious practice complement one
another. NFL kickers, although they are not
often seen as the most impressive athletes in
football, are nonetheless arguably the most
pressurized players on their teams. With the
whole world watching, they must kick a ball
over a mass of angry humanity through a
relatively small space—and there are no
“do-overs.” Butker has been very clear that
discipline in his spiritual life and discipline
in his professional life are simpatico. It
should come as no surprise that the man
seen praying the Rosary on the sideline is

Kennedy Hall

The Christian Approach to Sports - Crisis Magazine

able to operate under extreme pressure while
keeping his calm when his number is called.

Again, none of this is to justify the absurdity
of a decadent sporting culture. But I do
believe the recent shenanigans at the
Olympics should be an occasion not for
retreat from sports as such but, instead, an
opportunity to reflect on the virtue-building
character of sports when they are done
properly. In this age, we must be very
careful about which leagues we put our
children in and the time that sports can take
away from family life. But there are ways to
strike a balance. And when done in the right
setting, a life of sporting discipline has been
shown routinely to be one of the greatest
methods of cultivating hard virtues that will
help us to master our physical nature.
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Faith Helps Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone Over Life’s Hurdles

Graduate of New Jersey Catholic high school, Olympic gold medalist gives God credit for her
six world records.

A day after her 25th birthday, Sydney
McLaughlin-Levrone, a graduate of Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, set a new world record at the
Olympic Games.

The record she beat? Her own.

In fact, it was the sixth time the American
hurdler and sprinter set the record for the
women's 400-meter hurdle. Completing
Thursday’s race in 50.37 seconds, she won
gold at the Paris Olympics and broke her old
world record of 50.65 seconds.

McLaughlin-Levrone is the first woman
ever to win the 400-meter hurdles at back-
to-back Olympics.

Later in the week, she helped the USA
Women's team take home gold in the 4x400
relay. But after her hurdles win, she took to
social media to express what she'd been
feeling: “What an honor, a blessing, and a
privilege. I never want to take these
moments for granted,” she wrote on
Instagram. “In a week where my faith was
tried, my peace wavered, and the weight of
the world began to descend, God was
beyond gracious.”

That kind of talk doesn’t surprise those who
have known her since her high school days —
like Monika Wlodarski, who was a
teammate of Sydney's at Union Catholic.

“She was an athlete and a teammate that
everybody looked up to,” Wlodarski
told Aleteia. “I think she's an inspiring

athlete on and off the field. What I find
really impressive is that she can run an
aggressive race, throughout the entirety of
her race.”

Standing up for her beliefs

Wlodarksi, who recently graduated from
Seton Hall University in South Orange, New
Jersey, appreciates the fact that McLaughlin-
Levrone credits her successes not only to her
own hard work, “but also her support
system: her family, her husband — she
recently got married — and most importantly,
God, which is something that I find
particularly inspiring. She stands up for
what she believes in, both in an athletic
sense and also her faith, which I think is
really important in today's day and age.”

Wlodarski was two years behind
McLaughlin-Levrone, a 2017 graduate of
Union Catholic, and the two “were kind of
friends.” She knew that McLaughlin-
Levrone was an “intelligent student and well
liked by her peers and the faculty as well.”
She and other students at Union Catholic
have followed McLaughlin-Levrone’s
career.

Even before her senior year in high school,
McLaughlin ran in the 2016 Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro. She placed fifth in her semi-
final heat, failing to advance to the finals.
Four years later, though, she brought home
a gold medal from the 2020 Olympics in
Tokyo.
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World champion

Meanwhile, she had turned professional
while studying at the University of
Kentucky, and in June 2022, she broke her
own world record, running the 400-meter
hurdle with a time of 51.41 during the USA
Outdoor Track and Field Championships. A
month later at the World Championships,
she broke that record again with a time of
50.68 seconds, taking the title of World
Champion.

On June 30, 2024, at the 2024 Olympic
Trials, McLaughlin-Levrone would go on to
break her own world record once more,
finishing with a time of 50.65 seconds — the
record she broke this past week.

Besides her accomplishments on the field,
McLaughlin-Levrone is also a first-time
author, publishing a memoir, Far Beyond
Gold: Running From Fear to

Faith. According to Jersey Catholic.org, the
news site of the Archdiocese of Newark,
writing the book helped her “connect the
dots between who I was before and who I
am now.”

“For a very long time, I ran from my
difficulties,” McLaughlin-Levrone
said. “I tried to escape from my trials
by chasing happiness in things that
were not benefiting me and found
myself anxious, depressed,
frustrated, and lonely. I didn’t realize
how much better my life and career
would be if I just put my trust in
Him, and once I did, I found
happiness and strength. I’ve lived
through a lot of incredible moments,
but it’s only now that I have Christ as
my cornerstone that [ am really
living.”

Following parents’ footsteps

McLaughlin-Levrone grew up in an athletic
family. Her father, Willie McLaughlin, is a
member of the Manhattan College Athletic
Hall of Fame as a three-time All-American.
He was a semi-finalist in the 400 meters at
the 1984 Olympic Trials. Her mother, Mary
Neumeister McLaughlin, was a 2:12 half-
miler at Cardinal O'Hara High School in the
Diocese of Buffalo, New York. The couple
met as students at Manhattan College; there
was no women's track team when Mary
arrived in 1979, so she became the manager
of the men's track team.

Sydney took up running at an early age,
following brother Taylor and their older
sister Morgan. When she was 14, her father
said, "All of our kids are fairly talented, but
(Sydney's) a little special.

In 2022, Sydney married Andre Levrone Jr.,
a former NFL football player. She has called
her husband “the most God-fearing,
passionate, honest, loving, hard working,
protective, and genuine man I’ve ever met.”

The couple now live in Los Angeles.

“You rarely see this type of raw talent,”
Monika Wlodarski said. “And once you mix
in her hard work and effort, she just is pure
greatness every time she runs. It's awesome.
So she's a talented, good role model for all,
for all athletes to look up to.”

Union Catholic Athletic Director Dave
Luciano told Jersey Catholic: “Her
dedication and passion for her sport, her
love for her family, and her unwavering faith
in the Lord have been an incredible recipe
for success — one that each student in our
building, athlete or not, can strive to
emulate. The UC Community is so proud of
all she has accomplished.”
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3 Ways the World’s Greatest Female Swimmer Lives Her Catholic Faith

If you’d like to learn more about this awe-inspiring champion, here are three ways Olympic gold
medalist Katie Ledecky lives her faith.

If you’ve seen any coverage of the
Olympics, you’ve heard the name Katie
Ledecky. The American competitive
swimmer has won nine Olympic gold
medals and 21 world championship gold
medals, the most in history for a female
swimmer.

The most decorated American woman and
fifth most decorated athlete in Olympic
history, Ledecky is the world record holder
in numerous swimming events. Not only is
she the greatest female swimmer of all time
and one of the greatest Olympians of all
time, but Ledecky is also a Catholic whose
faith is central to her life.

"My Catholic faith is very important to me.
It has always been, and always will be,”
Ledecky said in a 2016 interview with the
National Catholic Register:

When Ledecky was growing up, her mother
was a member of the Mystical Rose Society
that took care of the altar at their parish.
Ledecky would help her with this work at
times, learning prayer and reverence from a
young age.

If you’d like to learn more about this awe-
inspiring champion’s faith, here are three
ways Ledecky lives her faith in all parts of
her life.

That famous Hail Mary before a race

Many athletes do something to calm and
focus their minds before an athletic event,

and Ledecky often prays a Hail Mary before
her races:

“It gives me peace knowing I’m in
good hands... I think our devotion to
Mary is very beautiful. She has a
sacred role in Catholicism, and her
strong faith and humility are things
we can learn from.”

This practice of hers is a beautiful one to
share with our children and grandchildren.
Ledecky’s enormous success after praying
may inspire other young people to pray
before their own athletic competitions.

“I’ve counted on my faith to give me
strength through both training and
competition — but also in school, with my
family and everyday life,” Ledecky said.
She shows us what it looks like to turn to
our faith as a source of strength.

Works of mercy

Amidst her intense schedule of training and
competing, Ledecky somehow finds time to
put her faith into actions by serving others.

She volunteered her time to advocate for
refugees and participated in many

service opportunities as a student at Stone
Ridge School of the Sacred Heart, even
while setting all kinds of records:

Ledecky has also volunteered as a
teacher’s aide in her former
elementary school, served meals to
homeless people at the Shepherd’s
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Table soup kitchen, and helped lead
Stone Ridge’s campus ministry
program, among others.

Humility and welcome

Interviews with Ledecky’s former teachers
and principal reveal that being a legendary
athlete never went to her head; instead, what
drew their attention was her humility and
her welcoming attitude toward every
swimmer on the team, no matter how new
they were to the sport.

Theresa Civantos Barber

It can’t have been easy to remain humble as
one of the greatest athletes of all time, yet
faith keeps her grounded.

On Sunday you will have the opportunity to
see Katie Ledecky one last time at the Paris
Olympics as she carries the flag for the US
Olympic team, along with rower Nick Mead.
We will certainly continue to cheer Ledecky
on and add our own Hail Marys for her
ongoing success!

3 Ways the world’s greatest female swimmer lives her Catholic faith
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Three Ways to Think About Athens and Jerusalem

The expression “Athens and Jerusalem” is a
familiar one in Western cultural history. It
denotes two very different cultures: one a
culture of reason and the other a culture of
faith. So different were they that they
became the subject of a raging debate in the
early Christian centuries.

As a matter of historical fact, Western
Christian civilization is the product of the
meeting between Athens and Jerusalem.
These two cities are symbolic of the two
broader cultures they represent: that of the
classical Greek culture that began the
serious inquiry into the great intellectual,
moral, and artistic questions using natural
reason, and that of the Hebrew culture which
was chosen by God to be the recipient of His
divine revelation. There are three theories of
how Christians can view the relationship
between Athens and Jerusalem.

The Conflict Theory

The first might be called the “Conflict
Theory,” which is associated with the
Church Father Tertullian. In this view,
Athens and Jerusalem are distinct and
conflicting in their relation. They work apart
and are dissonant in their relation to one
another.

“These are ‘the doctrines’ of men and ‘of
demons," said Tertullian, “produced for
itching ears of the spirit of this world’s
wisdom: This the Lord called ‘foolishness,’
and ‘chose the foolish things of the world’ to
confound even philosophy itself.” Tertullian
believed that the Scriptures’ warning of
“vain” philosophy meant all philosophy.
“What indeed has Athens to do with
Jerusalem?” he asked. “What concord is

there between the Academy and the Church?
What between heretics and Christians? Our
instruction comes from ‘the porch of
Solomon,” who had himself taught that ‘the
Lord should be sought in simplicity of
heart."”

At times Tertullian seemed to reject all of
the learning of the ancients, and he appeared
to reject any kind of intellectual inquiry.
“We want no curious disputation after
possessing Christ Jesus, no inquisition after
enjoying the gospel! With our faith, we
desire no further belief. For this is our
palmary faith, that there is nothing which we
ought to believe besides.”

Many Christian thinkers have rejected what
they consider Tertullian’s extreme position.
One of the problems with his position is that
it would seem to condemn the disciplines of
logic and rhetoric, developed by

the intellectual study of the Greeks. But that
would undercut his own position, since he
uses the devices of logic and rhetoric in his
condemnation of Greek thought.

For this and other reasons, Tertullian’s view
was a minority position among the fathers of
the church.

The Reconciliation Theory

The second view might be called the
“Reconciliation Theory.” This is associated
in modern times with the great Victorian
thinker Matthew Arnold. In his view,
Athenian and Hebrew thought are distinct
but reconcilable in their relation. They work
together melodically.
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In his book Culture and Anarchy, Arnold
talks of two rival forces “dividing the
empire of the world between them.”

And to give these forces names from
the two races of men who have
supplied the most splendid
manifestations of them, we may call
them respectively the forces of
Hebraism and Hellenism. Hebraism
and Hellenism—between these two
points of influence moves our world.

What were these two forces? Commenting
on Arnold’s analysis, the American
philosopher William Barrett explains:

The distinction, as Arnold so lucidly
States it, arises from the difference
between doing and knowing. The
Hebrew is concerned with practice,
the Greek with knowledge. Right
conduct is the ultimate concern of
the Hebrew, right thinking that of
the Greek. Duty and strictness of
conscience are the paramount things
in life for the Hebrew; for the Greek
the spontaneous and luminous play
of the intelligence. The Hebrew thus
extols the moral virtues as the
substance and meaning of life; the
Greek subordinates them to the
intellectual virtues, and Arnold
rightly observes: “The moral virtues
are with Aristotle but the porch and
access to the intellectual and with
these last is blessedness.”

Arnold’s analysis is a bit of an
oversimplification— the Greeks were not
bereft of moral beliefs (perhaps Plato’s most
universal theme is the Good) and the
Hebrews certainly had articulated beliefs
about knowledge, but oversimplifications
serve a purpose in helping us to step back

from the particulars of an issue so that we
can see the big picture. And Arnold seems to
have gotten at something important here:
The Greeks were more peculiarly concerned
with abstract intellectual truths and the
Hebrews more with practical holiness.

The Dialectic Theory

But there is another view about this relation
between classical and Christian thought: It
might be called the “Dialectic Theory.” It is
most associated in modern times with the
Jewish thinker Leo Strauss. It has also been
well articulated by the late English scholar
Jeffrey Hart. This is the theory that the two
are distinct but dialectical in their relation.
They work together in harmony. This is a
further development and refinement of

the Reconciliation Theory.

According to Hart, it is precisely the
differences between Athens and Jerusalem
that have powered the Western mind:

Whatever their differences in detail,
such philosophers recognize that
Athens and Jerusalem amount to a
dialectic, and that the consequences
of their interaction have been
decisive for the character of Western
civilization, setting it off from other
cultures and civilizations both past
and present.... The philosopher
begins like Socrates by saying “I
know nothing,” and pursues
knowledge through an investigation
of the world. The scriptural tradition
bases its view of the world on a
series of received insights into the
constitution of actuality. The insights
are not true because they are
recorded in scripture, but they are
recorded there because, finally, they
are true.
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For Arnold, the Hellenic and the Hebrew
work together by cooperation; for Hart, by
tension. This view incorporates an element
of Tertullian’s thought—that there is indeed
something at odds between Athens

and Jerusalem. But it also sees an opposite
truth: that these two—one originating in
revealed truth and the other in rational
truth—have the same source. The
contradiction inherent in the Athens and
Jerusalem dilemma should not be hard for
Christians to swallow, since the Christian
faith itself embodies the same kind of
paradoxes in the fundamental truths it
proclaims: God Himself is Three and He is
One, and He comes to us through His Son
who is fully God and fully man. But this
conflict is a healthy one, since it is caused
by the complex nature of fundamental
reality. These are two truths whose
dialectical conflict provides the energy of
Western culture.

Historically, Tertullian’s attempt at
separation failed. It is hard, says Hart, to
believe this was an accident:

Tertullian tried to pry Athens and
Jerusalem apart. Clement and
Origen tried to pull them closer
together. In its formative years,
Christianity, like Islam later on,
might have ignored or tried to
suppress Greek philosophy. As
[Michael] Grant says, however, the
victory of Clement and Origen was
momentous. The Athens-Jerusalem
dialectic prevailed in the West.
Neither was compartmentalized
against the other.

The View of the Church

It is in many ways this third view that lies
behind the debate within the

Church. Tertullian viewed any mixture of
Athens and Jerusalem as suspect. But the
majority of Church Fathers believed
otherwise. In Byzantium in the East, the
Cappadocian fathers hashed out the
problems and promises of studying classical
literature and philosophy in addition to
studying the Scriptures. And in the Roman
West, Augustine, already one of the greatest
thinkers of his time, having become a
Christian, looked back on his classical
learning with a critical eye.

Both schools of thought came to the same
conclusion. The Eastern fathers—St. Basil
and Gregory of Nazianzus— believed that
the Western classical tradition of reason had
been pointing toward the truths of faith that
had been revealed to the Jews through the
Scriptures— and to the Christians through
Christ Himself. Augustine in the West
argued a similar position. To both schools in
two very different parts of the Roman
Empire the

learning of the pagans was considered
“Egyptian Gold.” As the Hebrews left
Egypt, the Egyptians, chastened by the
plagues sent from God, showered the
Hebrews with gold, which the Hebrews took
with them into the wilderness. With it they
foolishly made a golden calf to worship—
but they also used it to fashion, at God’s
command, the vessels of the Tabernacle.

The lesson is clear: The same substance can
be used for good or for bad purposes. The
Greeks and Romans often went astray, but
the best of them were searching for Truth—
and they often found it. The tools they used
to find it should not be despised because
they can be misused.
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Reason is not the enemy of faith but rather
its partner—whether it is to solve an earthly
problem or to recognize a heavenly Truth.

Martin Cothran

Three Ways to Think About Athens and Jerusalem - Memoria Press: Classical Education
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