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A Word from Our Editor and President 

 
The Solemnity of the Annunciation on March 25 celebrates the high-water point in the history of 

salvation and contains within itself many lessons for Catholic educators.  Permit me to explore 

with you three Latin expressions. 

 1.  Verbum caro factum est [The Word became flesh].  We find this line, of course, in the 

Prologue to St. John's Gospel, and the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus is God's last and 

definitive Word – a word spoken in the flesh.  The doctrine of the Incarnation is the central 

teaching of Christianity, however, if one were to survey Catholics leaving churches on Sunday 

mornings by asking, "When did the salvation of the world occur?" the vast majority would give 

the Protestant answer by saying, "Calvary".  And they would be wrong, as are Fundamentalists 

and many other Protestants today, because our salvation began at the Annunciation when 

"Verbum caro factum est."  Indeed, the whole Christ-event is salvific:  From His conception in 

the womb of His holy Mother to His ascension to His heavenly Father’s right hand.  We are 

saved by the flesh, the Body of Christ.  As we hear in today’s Second Reading, “a body you have 

prepared for me.”  Therefore, 

 2.  Caro cardo salutis [The flesh is the hinge of salvation], as Tertullian informs us.  What 

saved the world once continues to do so.  The body is good because it was created by God and 

even more clearly so since the divine plan made it the very means of our redemption.  Because of 

that, the body – and all material reality – takes on even greater significance.  The Father made it 

good, indeed, very good.  And Jesus His Son made it holy.  Hence, all that has been redeemed –  

the entire universe – can be marshaled into the on-going work of redemption.  A "catholic" 

instinct, if you will, then, explains our use of water, bread, wine, oil, and natural things to lead us 
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to experience the supernatural.  Similarly, man's creative genius, especially in the arts, gives us 

access to the holy.  So, 

 3.  In the Creed, we profess our faith in the "communio sanctorum," usually translated as 

the "communion of saints," but that is only one meaning.  The Latin phrase is deliberately 

"multivalent" – like any good symbol.  So, it means "communion of saints," yes, but also 

"communion in holy things" [that is, the sacraments].  In other words, our membership in the 

mystical Body of Christ on earth ["communio sanctorum"] is initiated, sustained and brought to 

completion by that "communio sanctorum" which is the Church's sacramental life.  And that 

leads to the consummation of it all in the "communio sanctorum," which is a participation in the 

beatific vision for all eternity.  That participation will still be an embodied/incarnate 

participation.  Remember: Our Lord and Our Lady presently have bodies – glorified bodies – in 

Heaven, and so will we.  Therefore, the mystery of the Incarnation continues into eternity. 

 What are some attitudes we should form as a result of these truths of faith? 

 1.  Catholics are not Gnostics or Manichaeans or Albigensians or Jansenists who, in 

various times and places, have made it the heart of their religious convictions to despise the 

human body.  We realize the profound insight of the glorious Te Deum which charmingly almost 

reminds the Son, non horruisti Virginis uterum [Thou didst not disdain the Virgin’s womb].  The 

Eternal Word of the Father took His flesh from that of the Blessed Virgin Mary, thereby declaring 

all flesh sacred.  At the same time, we are not libertines who do what we please with our bodies.  

We cannot forget that our bodies are just what St. Paul said they are, “temples of the Holy 

Spirit,” bodies destined for eternal glory.  Abuse of the body, then, spits in the face of the 

Incarnate Word, putting the lie to our theological conviction. 
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 2.  Catholics are not Puritans, either sexually or artistically or sacramentally.  If the 

material universe has been brought into the great dialogue of redemption, everything human 

must form a part of that dialogue.  The old pagan Roman poet Terence understood this in a very 

Christian way when he asserted, “nil humanum mihi alienum est” [nothing human is foreign to 

me].  Because the Puritans had a truncated appreciation for the mystery of the Incarnation, they 

were terrified of that part of man which is so bodily and so human – sexuality.  But true 

Christians are proud and happy to share in the inheritance of the Song of Songs, which celebrates 

human love in the covenant of marriage, as Pope John Paul II never tired of teaching the 

Universal Church for nearly three decades.  Nor are true believers in the Incarnation skittish 

about harnessing man’s creative energies to produce beautiful art, music and architecture to 

adore the God of all beauty and to help raise our minds and hearts to Him, who gave such 

magnificent talents to human beings.  And, most especially, Christians recall that when Jesus 

worked His wonders, He did not hesitate to use even spittle to heal; how much more, then, 

should we value those works of creation to which He has assigned a saving meaning in His 

Church – the sacraments, those signs that creation is graced by the Triune God and the promises 

that our participation in them graces us, too. 

 3.  As we think back on how the greatest event in human history occurred, we stand in 

awe of the fact that the omnipotent God wanted and awaited human cooperation.  God the Father 

made His plan for our salvation contingent on a human being’s saying “yes”.  And so, Our Lady 

stands as a constant reminder of the great things that can happen when the human person 

cooperates with the divine initiative.  But what she did and what God did through her was not a 

kind of one-day sale; the Lord intends that this happen in the life of every believer.  As St. 

Augustine put it so powerfully, “the God Who created you without you will not save you without 
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you.”  Our participation is crucial for our salvation.  We don’t buy into that Reformation notion 

of “imputed righteousness,” which holds that God “makes us right,” even though we really 

aren’t.  No, God makes us right because we want to be right, because we respond to His grace to 

become right, and therefore, do in fact become right in His sight.  The Mother of the Word 

Incarnate is our model in this endeavor, but also our faithful intercessor before the throne of her 

Divine Son.   

 We also learn how to cooperate with the Lord from the Church, which is – as Sacred 

Scripture teaches – both Christ’s Bride and our Mother.  Holy Church, like Holy Mary, always 

says “yes” to her Bridegroom; good children always follow their Mother’s good example. 

 4.  Last but not least, today’s solemnity etches into our consciousness an indefatigable 

conviction on the sanctity of human life – from conception to natural death.  God began the work 

of our redemption at the very moment when the Holy Spirit overshadowed the Virgin Mary as 

the Eternal Word began His life on earth in her womb, “pitching His tent among us,” as St. John 

poetically has it.  This fact of life and faith makes Christians a people of life, ready to promote 

the cause of life at every turn and equally ready to do battle with a culture of death.  Those who 

want to kill babies in their mothers’ wombs and those who want to kill the sick and the elderly 

cannot know the meaning of the Incarnation and cannot hope to benefit from its saving effects. 

 This celebration, then, stands at the center of the drama of salvation: Without today, no 

Cross and Resurrection; without today, no Church or sacraments; without today, no eternal life 

on high with God.  In a marvelous even if fanciful recreation of the Angel’s visit to Our Lady, St. 

Bernard of Clairvaux caught the essence of what was really at stake on that first Annunciation 

Day: The whole of creation was waiting to be redeemed, hanging on the response of the Virgin of 

Nazareth.  He says: 
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You have heard, O Virgin, that you will conceive and bear a son; you have heard 

that it will not be by man but by the Holy Spirit.  The angel awaits an answer; it is 

time for him to return to God Who sent him.  We too are waiting, O Lady, for 

your word of compassion; the sentence of condemnation weighs heavily upon us. 

 

The price of our salvation is offered to you.  We shall be set free at once if you 

consent.  In the eternal Word of God we all came to be, and behold, we die.  In 

your brief response, we are to be remade in order to be recalled to life. 

 

Tearful Adam with his sorrowing family begs this of you, O loving Virgin, in their 

exile from Paradise.  Abraham begs it, David begs it.  All the other holy 

patriarchs, your ancestors, ask it of you, as they dwell in the country of the 

shadow of death.  That is what the whole earth waits for, prostrate at your feet.  It 

is right in doing so, for on your word depends comfort for the wretched, ransom 

for the captive, freedom for the condemned, indeed, salvation for all the sons of 

Adam, the whole of your race. 

 

Answer quickly, O Virgin.  Reply in haste to the Angel, or rather through the 

Angel to the Lord.  Answer with a word, receive the Word of God.  Speak your 

own word, conceive the divine Word.  Breathe a passing word, embrace the 

eternal Word. 

 Then St. Bernard speaks even more urgently: “Arise, hasten, open.  Arise in faith, hasten 

in devotion, open in praise and thanksgiving.”  That same encouragement is given to each of us 

as well – to be true sons and daughters of the woman who enabled God to become Man.  She 

said, “Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum” [Let it be done to me according to thy word].  With 

what result?  Verbum caro factum est.  If we take seriously this foundational doctrine of our holy 

Faith – as we must – and live its implications to the full, we can do no less than to echo our 

Mother’s response of loving cooperation, “Let it be done to me according to thy word.”  And the 
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mystery of the Incarnation is repeated all over again in our lives as Catholic educators and in the 

lives of those committed to our care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

A Win for Religious Freedom in Colorado 

 

On February 24th, in Darren Patterson 

Christian Academy v. Roy, Judge Daniel D. 

Domenico permanently enjoined state 

officials from denying the preschool the 

chance to participate in the state’s Universal 

Pre-School Program. 

For the second time in less than a 

year, another federal trial court judge in 

Colorado upheld religious freedom in 

education. 

On February 24, 2025, in Darren Patterson 

Christian Academy v. Roy, Judge Daniel D. 

Domenico permanently enjoined state 

officials from denying the preschool the 

chance to participate in the state’s Universal 

Pre-School Program (or Universal Pre-K), 

known as the UPK. 

Litigation arose when Colorado officials 

excluded the Academy from the UPK due to 

its hiring practices for individuals who are 

LGBT+ and subjecting students to rules 

determined by biological sex rather than 

gender identities. 

Darren Patterson Christian Academy v. 

Roy 

In 2020, Colorado voters approved a 

referendum to fund preschools. Two years 

later, in 2022, its legislature codified this 

initiative as its UPK. The UPK relies on 

public and private funds to provide fifteen 

hours of free preschool per week for 

qualified children regardless of their races, 

ethnicities, religious affiliations, sexual 

orientations, gender identities, lack of 

housing, income levels, or disabilities of 

those of their families. As the trial court 

noted in the earlier case, the UPK covers 

almost 40,000 children, or about 

60 percent of Colorado’s eligible four-year-

olds, including forty-faith-based preschools 

educating more than 900 children. 

In order to take part in the UPK, officials in 

participating schools must agree to not 

discriminate based on religion, gender, 

sexual orientation, or gender identity. Still, 

officials at the Darren Patterson Christian 

Academy, which has served “families for 

over 40 years” refused to hire individuals 

who do not share its faith while requiring 

employees and students to abide by rules 

identified in the introduction. 

The two Colorado administrators 

responsible for overseeing the UPK, 

although conceding that the requests from 

Darren Petersen were motivated by bona 

fide religious beliefs, denied school 

officials’ attempt to be exempt from its 

“quality standards provision,” even though 

they granted similar unspecified requests to 

other programs. Darren Peterson officials 

“stated that the program agreement’s non-

discrimination clause violated its religious 

beliefs, including its ‘policies on bathroom 

and locker room usage, pronoun usage, and 

dress codes.’” 

Darren Peterson officials filed suit in June 

2023, represented by Alliance Defending 

Freedom. 

After a federal trial court preliminarily 

forbade state officials from enforcing the 

disputed provisions in the state’s anti-

discrimination law in October 2023, the 

judge recently permanently enjoined the 

enforcement of the statute in a brief fifteen-

page order. 

Judge Domenico, in his rationale, pointed 

out that the “‘quality standards’ provision at 

issue here contemplates exemptions for 

religious or secular ‘congregations’ but does 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/17/colorado-federal-court-rebuffs-anti-catholic-directive-denying-preschool-education/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/17/colorado-federal-court-rebuffs-anti-catholic-directive-denying-preschool-education/
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-265-early-childhood-programs-and-services/article-4-child-care-and-education/part-2-colorado-universal-preschool-program/section-265-4-203-definitions
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_26.5-1-102
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-265-early-childhood-programs-and-services/article-4-child-care-and-education/part-2-colorado-universal-preschool-program/section-265-4-204-colorado-universal-preschool-program-created-eligibility-workforce-development-plan-program-funding-rules?q=Colo.%20Rev.%20Stat.%20%C2%A7%2026.5-4-204&sort=relevance&p=1&type=case&tab=keyword&jxs=&resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-265-early-childhood-programs-and-services/article-4-child-care-and-education/part-2-colorado-universal-preschool-program/section-265-4-204-colorado-universal-preschool-program-created-eligibility-workforce-development-plan-program-funding-rules?q=Colo.%20Rev.%20Stat.%20%C2%A7%2026.5-4-204&sort=relevance&p=1&type=case&tab=keyword&jxs=&resultsNav=false
https://becketnewsite.s3.amazonaws.com/20240604213258/St.-Marys-ruling.pdf
https://becketnewsite.s3.amazonaws.com/20240604213258/St.-Marys-ruling.pdf
https://www.cpr.org/2025/02/25/judge-sides-with-christian-school-colorado-universal-preschool-funding/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/02/25/judge-sides-with-christian-school-colorado-universal-preschool-funding/
https://adfmedialegalfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/DarrenPattersonChristianAcademyRuling.pdf
https://adfmedialegalfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/DarrenPattersonChristianAcademyRuling.pdf
https://adflegal.org/about/
https://adflegal.org/about/
https://adfmedialegalfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/DarrenPattersonChristianAcademyRuling.pdf
https://adfmedialegalfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/DarrenPattersonChristianAcademyRuling.pdf
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_24-34-301
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_24-34-301
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
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not permit exemptions for the religious 

reasons that [Darren Patterson] sought here.” 

He reasoned that state officials “offered no 

convincing explanation for ‘why its 

interest[s are] served by granting 

exemptions’ for some reasons ‘but not 

others.’” 

As noted, Judge Domenico permanently 

enjoined state officials “from expelling, 

punishing, withholding funds from, or 

otherwise disciplining [Darren Patterson] 

under the Universal Preschool Program on 

the basis that Plaintiff’s policies, … violate 

the program’s statutory or contractual 

antidiscrimination provisions….” 

In sum, Darren Patterson officials can 

continue to receive public funding and 

operate the preschool in a manner consistent 

with their faiths. 

The right to the free exercise of religion 

This case in Colorado is another example of 

a conflict over whose values will prevail. 

On the one hand, state officials 

demonstrated their hostility to religious 

freedom by seeking to compel ideological 

conformity in attempting to mandate how 

faith-based institutions can operate. In so 

doing, these officials blatantly ignored the 

protections in the First, applied through 

the Fourteenth, Amendment that the 

government “shall … make no 

law prohibiting the free exercise” of 

religion. 

On the other hand, officials from Darren 

Patterson, as in the earlier 2024 case from 

Colorado, sought to protect their 

fundamental constitutional right to the free 

exercise of religion to operate the preschool 

in a manner consistent with their deeply 

held, and shared, founding beliefs. 

Judge Domenico presciently observed the 

significance of the First Amendment in 

pointing out that, at its heart, this case 

involved the right to the free exercise of 

religion without governmental intervention. 

To this end Domenico commented: 

I do not doubt the harm that 

discrimination may cause to the 

precocious preschoolers who 

understand the concept, or that 

religious parents with gay or 

transgender children may suffer if 

the plaintiff is permitted to exclude 

them from its preschool. But the 

state’s effort to prevent that harm 

does not permit it to abridge 

plaintiff’s First Amendment rights. 

A matter that the court did not address but 

should be kept in mind is that the far-

reaching Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 affords faith-based employers the 

right to set hiring standards in accord with 

their religious beliefs. Even in a case under 

state law, it is unclear why state officials 

would not follow the lead of a significant 

federal statute by allowing good faith 

exceptions to the “quality standards” 

provision applicable to the UPK program. 

Under Title VII, being a member of an 

institution’s religion and, at least outwardly, 

and hopefully inwardly, living according to 

its teachings are standards referred to 

as bona fide occupational qualifications or 

BFOQs. Title VII explains that BFOQs are 

“reasonably necessary to the normal 

operation of that particular business or 

enterprise”—in this case, a faith-based 

preschool where educators teach children 

the fundamentals of their faiths. 

No one, of course, should be subject to 

discrimination based on personal 

characteristics, a protection that is supposed 

to extend both ways. However, to the extent 

that Colorado law granted exceptions to 

other programs, even in acknowledging that 

school officials based their request on their 

bona fide religious beliefs, state officials 

https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://adflegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/darren-patterson-christian-academy-v-roy-2025-02-24-decision.pdf
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-14/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/17/colorado-federal-court-rebuffs-anti-catholic-directive-denying-preschool-education/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/06/17/colorado-federal-court-rebuffs-anti-catholic-directive-denying-preschool-education/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/title_vii
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/title_vii
https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/section-12-religious-discrimination#h_32675136221541610748832263
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were unwilling to accommodate their faith-

based needs. 

The actions of Colorado officials who 

attempted to deny Darren Patterson the 

ability to participate in the UPK violated the 

Supreme Court’s powerful words as it 

emphasized that “the exclusion of [this 

school] from a public benefit for which it is 

otherwise qualified, solely because it is 

[religiously affiliated], is odious to our 

Constitution all the same, and cannot 

stand.” 

 

Charles J. Russo 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/03/12/a-win-for-religious-freedom-in-colorado/  
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7 Fun Ways to Support Your Child with Their Lenten Promises 

 

Those 40 days of sacrifice can seem pretty long for your little ones, so here’s how you can 

encourage them!  

 

Lent can be rather hard for children, 

especially when they don't have the same 

concept of time as adults. And now that 

we're heading into week two, those 

initial Lenten promises might already be 

feeling a big ask of our little ones. In fact 

asking a child to commit to a 40-day 

promise can feel a bit like asking them to 

run a marathon in sneakers that barely fit. 

However, fear not, with the help of 

the Aleteia team we've come up with eight 

creative and lighthearted ways to help your 

little ones stick to their Lenten promises 

while deepening their faith -- and maybe 

even sharing a laugh or two along the way. 

1) The Great Chocolate Hideout 

For some reason lots of children -- and 

adults alike -- choose to give up chocolate 

for Lent. Maybe it's the promise of all that 

Easter chocolate, or maybe it is such a huge 

sacrifice that it feels particularly good at the 

end of Lent. 

If your child vows to skip chocolate for 

Lent, make it your mission to hide every 

morsel of cocoa goodness. Tuck away those 

secret supplies in the most unlikely spots — 

behind the books, in the laundry basket, or 

even in a “mystery drawer.” And well, if you 

haven’t given up chocolate yourself, you 

could always do the decent thing and finish 

off any chocolate that's lying around -- just 

be sure the little ones don’t catch you in the 

act! 

2) Family Faith Challenge 

Turn Lent into a friendly family 

competition. Choose a weekly challenge that 

everyone participates in, like tidying up 

without being asked, or enjoying a screen-

free hour. When the whole family joins in, it 

reinforces that little sacrifices are part of a 

larger journey of faith, community — and, 

of course, fun! 

3) Secret Lenten Buddy — with a Twist 

Pair your child with a sibling or cousin as 

their “secret Lenten pal.” They can leave 

each other funny, encouraging notes — like, 

“I promise not to eat candy today, but if I do, 

you get a free pass to eat some of mine after 

Lent!” This secret system not only boosts 

accountability but adds a dash of 

lighthearted mischief to the season. 

4) Creative Prayer Time 

This is a great activity for children who are 

at reading age: Transform prayer into a 

creative adventure. Set up a “prayer treasure 

hunt” with clues hidden around the house 

that lead to inspirational messages. Whether 

it’s a reminder to be thankful or a funny note 

about doing your best, the hunt turns the 

encouragement toward prayer time into a 

delightful quest. 

5) Craft Your Own Promise Tracker 

Encourage your child to design a “promise 

tracker” board where they can add stickers 

or draw a smiley face for every day they 

stick to their commitment — whether it’s 

making their bed, helping around the house, 

or being extra kind. This visual reminder 

turns each small victory into a celebration. 

https://hallow.com/blog/what-to-give-up-for-lent/
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6) Screen-Free, Chocolate-Free Zones 

Set aside a special “family time” hour each 

day where screens are off and all chocolate 

is hidden away. Use this time for board 

games, nature walks, or reading together. If 

a stray chocolate wrapper shows up, turn it 

into a “chocolate confessional” moment 

where you both share a laugh about the 

temptation. 

7) Celebrate Every Little Win 

Make a habit of celebrating the small 

victories. Whether it’s a family high-five for 

a day of neat beds and extra help, or a mini 

“virtue party” where you recognize the 

effort, each success builds confidence and 

shows that every promise kept, no matter 

how small, is a step toward growing in faith. 

It's important to remember that Lent is not 

about being perfect — it’s about embracing 

small sacrifices, growing in faith, and even 

laughing at our human foibles. With a bit of 

creativity, a sprinkle of humor, and some 

clever hiding spots for that forbidden 

chocolate, you can transform the 40 days 

into a memorable, joy-filled journey for the 

whole family. 

Happy Lent, and make sure you note down 

where you've hidden all that chocolate for 

when Easter Sunday arrives! 

 

Cerith Gardiner 

https://aleteia.org/2025/03/12/8-fun-ways-to-support-your-child-with-their-lenten-promises  
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Thoughtful Home, Better World 

 

What makes Dia Boyle’s The Thoughtful 

Home effective—and this will sound crazy 

to some—is that her thought process is 

rather Thomistic. 

We all know—we all know—that family and 

home life are the most important shapers of 

human character, and thus the most 

important shapers of society. “Train up a 

child in the way he should go; even when he 

is old, he will not depart from it,” we learn 

in Proverbs. We want to help our children 

flourish—physically, emotionally, 

intellectually, socially, and spiritually.  

Often, though, that vocation seems 

impossible and hopeless. The speed at which 

we’re all expected to operate in modern life, 

the multiple activities and distractions 

available to children and adults, the mind-

numbing pleasure of screens and their 

encouragement of isolation, the worship of 

independence and personal autonomy: all of 

these realities present obstacles to creating a 

home whose inhabitants flourish. 

Dia Boyle understands all this, and knows it 

applies to homemakers of all ages, races, 

religions, and incomes. She spoke on this 

subject for years before writing The 

Thoughtful Home. The homemaker she 

addresses is most likely a mother—who may 

hold a job outside the home. But it may also 

be a father, grandparent, or someone else in 

charge of making the home. Anyone whose 

job is to focus on the flourishing of those 

living in the home is a homemaker. Focusing 

requires making the time to really notice 

each family member and think about what 

would help him or her most. It’s simple, but 

not easy, because everyone is short on time 

these days. 

 

Thoughtful attention 

“We all need to be looked at, paid attention 

to, thought about,|” writes Boyle. “Paying 

attention to and thinking about those who 

live with us every day now takes a level of 

deliberation that would simply not have 

been required in an earlier generation. This 

thoughtful attention is not culturally 

supported in any way. Instead, it is 

powerfully undermined and opposed.” 

“Homemaker” is not usually a 

complimentary term today. “Our culture 

does not like to talk about homemakers and 

homemaking,” says Boyle. “It is a subject 

fraught with cultural and ideological 

controversies. Nevertheless, we cannot 

afford to be put off by terminology. Homes 

don’t make themselves. They don’t happen 

by chance; they don’t happen in nature. 

Homes have to be made, which means that 

someone has to make them. The modern 

home is breaking down in many places and 

circumstances in large part because no one 

is available to do this needed work, to give 

this needed care.” 

This book is not a jeremiad, and it doesn’t 

harp on what’s gone wrong and why. It’s 

calm, reasoned, and conversational in 

suggesting many ways that we can make our 

homes thoughtful in spite of what Boyle 

calls “the mess of the world.” We’ve all 

experienced lifestyle and spiritual self-help 

books that are much longer than their 

content requires or deserves; The Thoughtful 

Home runs a mere 170 pages and is so well-

written that the journey is as pleasurable as 

the arrival at the book’s end. 

What makes the book effective—and this 

will sound crazy to some—is that Boyle’s 

thought process is rather Thomistic. She’s 

rational by nature. Her philosophical 

https://scepterpublishers.org/products/the-thoughtful-home
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training has been Thomistic. And her 

husband, John Boyle, chairman—and a 

founder—of the Catholic Studies 

Department at St. Thomas University in St. 

Paul, is a well-known Aquinas scholar. Thus 

Boyle helpfully starts by defining terms: 

What do we mean by home? By thoughtful? 

What is a thoughtful home? Why is it 

important? How does our current culture 

make it difficult? What can we do to 

countervail the culture and make our home a 

place where our family flourishes? 

The effective path 

But first: is homemaking the best way to do 

battle with the world? Boyle says that there 

are three paths a homemaker can take—but 

that only one is effective. The homemaker 

can abandon the home in order to do 

something big, such as getting involved in 

politics or setting up a nonprofit. This may 

or may not make the world a better place, 

but it is obviously not good for the home. 

Alternatively, the homemaker can make the 

home a shield, a fortress against the outside 

world. In reality, though, it’s impossible to 

keep the world out of our homes. 

The third way—the best way—to deal with 

the outside world is this, Boyle says: “We 

respond to the mess of the world by facing it 

squarely. We neither sacrifice our homes nor 

turn them into fortresses. Instead, we devote 

ourselves to cleaning up the messes of the 

world precisely by means of our 

wholehearted effort to make and keep a 

thoughtful home.” 

“We respond to the mess of the world by 

facing it squarely.” That’s the Catholic 

way—to be realistic about reality—and 

Boyle gently keeps bringing us back to 

reality in her book. Good exists, bad exists, 

and it’s all part of the life and times we were 

born into. “We and our children were made 

for the time we find ourselves in,” is how 

Boyle puts it. Reality is our friend only if we 

acknowledge it and act accordingly. 

To make our homes more thoughtful and 

promote the flourishing of our families, 

Boyle suggests a number of simple—which, 

again, is not to say easy—practices that 

homemakers can start (or reinstitute, if they 

once existed but have fallen into disuse). For 

instance, she recommends initiating regular 

family meals, and keeping the Sabbath as a 

special day of relaxation. A suggestion that 

may surprise and dismay us is, “Whenever 

possible and appropriate, private [that is, 

family] spaces should be shared. …it isn’t 

good for anyone in the home to be habitually 

hiding out alone behind closed doors.” 

When I was a child, my friend Kerry could 

ask me to sleep over only when her older 

sister was also having a sleepover 

somewhere else, because they shared a 

double bed. The family was comfortably 

middle-class. Sharing a bed did not seem 

like a hardship to any of us. A generation or 

two ago, not only did siblings share a 

bedroom, most families shared one 

bathroom, one phone line, and one car. 

Nowadays, all of those sharing practices are 

considered countercultural. 

“Yet great human good comes out of the 

need to share,” Boyle reminds us. 

“Creativity and ingenuity are fostered when 

we are faced with the need to do more with 

less. The conflicts that naturally arise from 

sharing a bathroom or a car can quickly be 

resolved by paying for another bathroom or 

car. But these conflicts can also be resolved 

by moderating our own demands, by 

learning how to wait or how to make do, by 

becoming accustomed to taking the needs of 

the others into account.” 

Sometimes creating a thoughtful home 

requires a big effort and a lot of change. For 

example, the Boyles bought their first house 

when they had one child and hoped for 
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many more. It was a large house with 

numerous bedrooms and bathrooms, and 

close to campus. They loved to host 

extended family and friends and Boyle’s 

husband’s university students. But, she 

writes, “As the years passed, our family did 

not grow as much as we had hoped, and our 

first child grew into an introverted 

adolescent. He disliked that our house was 

often full of ‘strangers,’ as he called them. 

To him, our home did not feel like a private 

place. Consequently, he took advantage of 

the size of our house to hide away in an attic 

room or a corner of the basement. 

Time and attention 

She writes: “We realized that the purpose of 

our home was the care of our family. We 

understood that our home should be 

organized primarily and fundamentally for 

the care of that family. So, we decided to 

move from that house to a smaller house, 

closer to our children’s schools and friends, 

and more suited to our budget. With fewer 

places to hide and fewer ‘strangers’ to hide 

from, our son naturally returned to the mix 

of family life.” Time and attention were 

what brought the problem into focus. 

Other necessary changes are small but still 

potent. “When my son was little, I began to 

realize that he would start misbehaving 

when his father had been unusually absent 

or distracted due to work,” Boyle says. “I 

wondered whether his behavior might 

improve if I could find a way for the two of 

them to spend some time together. When my 

husband came home from work, I suggested 

to him that, because our boy seemed to need 

a little ‘Daddy time,’ he play Legos with 

him rather than chatting with me while I 

made dinner. The difference this made was 

immediate. The problem was small, and the 

solution was easy. But my time and presence 

had been required: time with my son to 

recognize that his behavior had changed, 

time spent thinking about what might be 

going on, and time to consider a remedy. 

Had I had only ‘barely enough’ time to get 

home and fix dinner, I might have 

misdiagnosed the problem—or reacted to it 

with frustration and anger.” 

Again, time and attention were the key. 

Another simple solution: Boyle’s son and his 

friends always gathered at a certain boy’s 

house. Boyle wanted to know how she could 

entice them to her home, too, so she asked 

that boy’s mother. The secret? “She told me 

that whenever her son asked whether his 

friends could come over, she almost always 

said yes, even though it often meant 

changing her own plans,” Boyle says. 

“Whenever they came over, she offered 

them her homemade cookies. Her simple 

and reliable hospitality made these boys feel 

welcome, and that feeling of welcome was 

what kept them coming back.” We’re all 

busy. How easy it would have been for that 

mother to say no! But her yes and her 

cookies were all it took to entice her son’s 

friends to her home. 

It can be done! 

Making a thoughtful home is eminently 

doable, Boyle believes. “We are human 

beings with the freedom to think and choose. 

No matter how deeply we are conditioned 

by cultural forces, no matter how hard we 

have to fight against destructive assumptions 

and habits, we do not lose our capacity to 

deliberate, to struggle, and to change. We 

have our homes, and in them we are 

particularly free and especially powerful to 

foster and support true human flourishing.” 

A word about regret: My husband and I have 

long been empty-nesters, and our only child 

and only grandchild live far from us. When 

our child was little, I was neither the mother 

nor the homemaker I wish I had been, and 

occasionally I’m overcome with regret. 

Boyle talks about this in her introduction. 

The book, she says, is for everyone: for 



25 
 

young beginners at homemaking, for “those 

already engaged in the battle, overwhelmed 

perhaps by a houseful of young children and 

the demands of a career,” and for “battle-

weary and wounded veterans, those among 

us whose lives contain what seem like sad, 

hard failures in marriage and family life.” 

When I’m clearheaded, I understand that I 

now try to provide a thoughtful home for my 

husband, and that he does the same for me, 

by how we treat each other. 

For all of us, Boyle has these final 

encouraging words: “We can always change, 

and we can always change for the better. 

Any successes will be triumphs in a most 

noble cause.” 

 

Jane Greer 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/03/10/thoughtful-home-better-world/  
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Our Children Need Better Catholic Fiction to Help Solidify Their Formation 

in The Faith 

 

There is a real need for more Catholic 

literature for young (and not so young) 

people. But the reality is that in comparison 

with the past, relatively few books aimed at 

Catholic teenage and young adult readers are 

being published. The present focus of the 

current young adult book scene is on 

worldly, secular and romantic fiction or 

magical and occult stories; there is very little 

in the way of wholesome modern literature 

for this age group. 

There are some Catholic children’s books 

available, but most of these seem to focus on 

younger children. There are some outlets 

which reprint out-of-copyright children’s 

books, which are also available as e-books 

or PDFs online, but in terms of up-to-date 

works there is a definite scarcity. Sometimes 

it seems that the Catholic faith is not being 

passed on to young people, whose 

worldview is influenced more and more by 

modern secular media. 

Obviously there is a great need for both 

good catechesis and good example in 

forming active young believers, but there is 

also increasingly a need to promote good 

reading in Catholic families if there is to be 

a real chance of young people retaining their 

Catholic identity into adulthood. The same 

is true of the need for more TV programmes, 

films and Catholic material on the internet 

aimed at young people. 

The worrying thing is that there are virtually 

no Catholic publishers producing fiction for 

young people – as opposed to young 

children – that is to say, new books which 

can compete with all the secular material 

that is out there, and which is promoted with 

such skill and ingenuity. Perhaps this 

explains, at least in part, why so many 

young Catholics are lapsing, since there is 

very little Catholic fiction for them to read, 

and thus also a lack of any opportunity for 

them to develop a healthy “Catholic 

imagination” – clearly an important factor in 

having a fully Catholic identity. 

It’s good and necessary for young Catholics 

to have knowledge about Catholic teaching, 

but if their minds are otherwise full of 

essentially secular imagery, then the 

doctrinal material will tend to take second 

place. There are other factors involved in 

this process, of course, but the lack of 

modern Catholic fiction for young people is 

significant, especially given the importance 

of developing their imaginative powers in a 

positive way. 

This was not the case a hundred or more 

years ago, when, for example, Catholic 

publishers such as Benziger Brothers in the 

United States and Burns & Oates in England 

had long Catholic fiction lists, including 

many books for young people. Those 

fictional works were not afraid to promote a 

very strong Catholic world-view, in which 

good and evil were clearly distinguished, the 

moral law emphasised, and in which the 

consequences of transgressions of this law 

were dramatically and powerfully portrayed. 

Thus children at that time were able to learn 

the Faith not only on a catechetical, 

doctrinal level – one where you needed to 

know the answers to definite questions – but 

the catechesis they received could be 

supported by the reading of imaginative 

works which reinforced it through moral and 

often exciting stories in which good 

triumphed over evil, even if suffering had to 

be endured along the way. The children who 

read those books grew up to become the 
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strongly Catholic generations that preceded 

and followed the Second World War. 

There is also a need for literature which 

focuses on “heroic” figures, who can act as 

role models for young people and inspire 

them in both a cultural and moral way. If 

instead they are only presented with 

celebrities – as is frequently the case in the 

media – they will have little to aspire to 

except wealth, fame or being conventionally 

attractive. 

The situation may be compounded if 

children are confronted with characters who 

are morally compromised to a greater or 

lesser extent, but are nevertheless portrayed 

as “good”. Then not only are they presented 

with an essentially worthless role model, but 

one which is actually harmful. 

This is the sort of thing found in 

the Twilight series of vampire novels, which 

feature “good” and “bad” vampires, whereas 

previously, vampires would have been 

regarded as wholly evil. The goalposts have 

been shifted; while adults may be able to 

cope with such moral ambiguity, the same is 

not necessarily true of younger readers, who 

haven’t had the chance to develop a mature 

Christian worldview strong enough to stand 

up to such beguilement. 

The end result of the great popularity of 

books like these is the formation of an 

effectively naturalistic, anti-Christian 

mindset among many of the readers who 

have been brought up on them, and who are 

now gradually assuming positions of power 

and influence in society. And so standards 

are continually lowered as society gradually 

reverts to a form of paganism. 

The good news is that there are apparently 

many good new Catholic authors writing, 

including children’s authors, so the present 

situation is an opportunity for Catholic 

publishers to produce fiction for young 

adults. It is also in their interests to do so, 

since it would be a way of gaining new 

readers who would be quite likely to 

graduate to their adult book list in due 

course. 

Books featuring young people as the main 

characters have proved very popular over 

the years, with Treasure Island and works by 

Dickens such as Oliver Twist or David 

Copperfield being prime examples. The 

market for such works is bigger than might 

be imagined. 

There is something wonderful and 

captivating about being immersed in a good 

book. The reader finishes it reluctantly and 

the characters and images it portrays often 

remain with them long after. Unfortunately, 

the same is true of bad books, and, given 

fallen human nature, we are much more 

drawn to the latter than the former. 

Apart from the points made above, there is a 

long tradition within Christianity of 

storytelling in the broadest sense, whether it 

be the Bible stories of the Old Testament, or 

Christ’s parables in the New. This tradition 

even carried on when people were largely 

illiterate – in stained-glass windows and the 

medieval miracle and mystery plays – before 

resurfacing in a written form with the advent 

of printing in the 15th century. 

The imagination of a young person is a 

beautiful thing, but it needs to be nurtured in 

the right way – and good Catholic fiction is 

an excellent way of doing it.

 

Donal Anthony Foley 

https://thecatholicherald.com/our-children-need-better-catholic-fiction-to-help-solidify-their-formation-in-

the-faith/  

https://thecatholicherald.com/our-children-need-better-catholic-fiction-to-help-solidify-their-formation-in-the-faith/
https://thecatholicherald.com/our-children-need-better-catholic-fiction-to-help-solidify-their-formation-in-the-faith/
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The Diocese of Gary VS. The Department of Education: A Comparison 

 

When it comes to education, show the 

results—not the money. 

Last June, the Dean and Barbara White 

Family Foundation made the largest single 

investment in PreK-12 education in history. 

The non-profit promised to donate $150 

million to the Big Shoulders Fund over the 

next ten years to support a network of 

Catholic schools in northwest Indiana that is 

“high-quality, data-driven,” and “outcome-

focused.” The Most Rev. Robert J. McClory, 

Bishop of Gary, who also oversaw the 

establishment of an independent endowment 

for schools within The Catholic Foundation 

for Northwest Indiana, had every reason to 

characterize these initiatives as “truly 

historic and transformative.” 

It’s no coincidence that such a generous gift 

was made in the very state that boasts the 

largest participation in a state-sponsored 

voucher initiative. Enrollment in the Indiana 

Choice Scholarship Program hit a record 

70,000 students last school year, a 31% 

percent increase over the previous year, 

putting the power to determine the best 

schools back into the hands of families who 

send their kids to them. The growth in the 

voucher program is largely due to legislation 

spearheaded by the Indiana Statehouse 

Republican supermajority that has expanded 

the opportunity to virtually every family in 

the state, regardless of income level. 

Here’s how the White Family Foundation 

compounds that opportunity. First, families 

who could not previously afford to send 

their children to non-public schools can now 

do so, thanks to the vouchers. Second, the 

Foundation steps in to offer funding that will 

make the opportunity even better by 

partnering with the schools to ensure that the 

money spent will enhance academic 

performance through concrete, measurable 

results. Third, the students are surrounded 

by a community that cares, shares the same 

values, and cherishes the mission to build 

moral character as much as to educate the 

mind. In thanking the foundation for its gift, 

Bishop McClory made it clear that the 

schools in his diocese “take a holistic 

approach to education that includes social, 

emotional, spiritual, physical and cultural 

development designed to help children 

become compassionate, contributing 

leaders.” Little stock would be placed in 

such words if uttered by the average public 

school administrator, but coming from the 

mouth of a shepherd as competent as Bishop 

McClory, you can be sure the holistic 

approach is backed by nothing less than the 

Catholic faith. 

The compounding effect of choice, non-

profit support, and Catholicism will 

inevitably make the per pupil impact of the 

$150 million invested in northwest Indiana 

far exceed what the United States 

Department of Education (ED) 

accomplished with its $ 268 billion for the 

entire country last year. The shared faith of 

those northwest Indiana schools, their love 

of students, their parents’ involvement, and 

the advantage of local oversight and control 

will ensure the maximum value of every 

penny spent. 

In contrast, it’s painful to look back on how 

miserably both liberal and conservative 

attempts to effect any significant change 

through the Department of Education have 

failed. The original purpose of the 

department was to disseminate sound 

educational information to local and state 

authorities. Now, through its various offices, 

the Department supports policies to improve 

student achievement, services for students 

with disabilities, research on academic 

https://bigshouldersfund.org/white-family-donation-nwi-announcement/
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performance, the enforcement of laws 

prohibiting discrimination, and the 

promotion of career development for K -12 

students. 

The only function that appears necessary at 

all is the enforcement of anti-discriminatory 

laws, which can easily be relegated to the 

Department of Justice. If Thomas Jefferson 

could walk down the halls and sit in the 

classrooms of those northwest Indiana 

schools, I am pretty sure he would advise 

overhauling, if not eliminating, the 

Department of Education. 

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and the 

Massachusetts Constitution of 1780 make it 

clear that the framers of our nation desired 

that public monies be designated for the 

purpose of educating young people to be 

competent, responsible citizens. But there is 

no reason to understand “public” as 

automatically meaning “federal” or even 

“governmental.” It rather means that, insofar 

as education was foundational to ensuring 

the promotion and protection of the common 

good, every citizen would contribute to 

ensuring a sound fiscal footing for schools. 

If we widen the means of contributing in a 

way similar to the way school choice has 

been widened through vouchers, perhaps 

more non-profits like the Dean and Barbara 

White Family Foundation would step 

forward precisely because they see that their 

dollars would not be wasted in the way the 

Department of Education wastes billions 

each year. 

One thing is clear: serious leadership is 

needed to inspire radical change in schools 

and universities across the nation, but we are 

far more likely to find that kind of 

leadership in northwest Indiana than we are 

at the Department of Education (though that 

seems to be changing as I write this). 

President Trump’s former Secretary of 

Education, Betsy DeVos, said as much in an 

op-ed in The Free Press. “Having spent four 

years on the inside,” she writes, “struggling 

to get the department’s bureaucracy to make 

even the smallest changes to put the needs of 

students first, I can say conclusively that 

American students will be better off 

without.” 

Whether abolished, merged, or massively 

overhauled, the Department of Education 

won’t budge without a fight, as was evident 

in the chaotic attempt of democratic 

lawmakers to enter the premises on February 

7th. Ideologues know well that their last grip 

on power is indeed the most powerful, for 

whoever controls education controls the 

future of the nation. That is why the framers 

of this country, well aware of Aristotle’s 

teaching that the very purpose of politics is 

to foster virtue in its citizens, considered 

education as the way of instilling wise and 

virtuous citizenship for free, self-

government. 

The problem is that practically no one 

serving in the Department of Education 

under the last administration believed 

wisdom or virtue to be the ultimate purpose 

of either education or politics. I am willing 

to bet that wisdom and virtue are the very 

reasons for which Catholic schools in 

northwest Indiana exist in the first place. 

Ultimately, the results will show that, not the 

money. 

 

Daniel B. Gallagher 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/28/the-diocese-of-gary-vs-the-department-of-

education-a-comparison/  

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/28/the-diocese-of-gary-vs-the-department-of-education-a-comparison/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/28/the-diocese-of-gary-vs-the-department-of-education-a-comparison/
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AFRICA/NIGERIA – The Bishops: “Do Not Close Schools for Five Weeks 

During the Ramadan Period” 

 

Abuja (Agenzia Fides) – The Catholic 

Bishops Conference of Nigeria have 

expressed concern about the maintenance of 

the secular nature of the country in relation 

to the proposal of some northern states of 

the Federation to close schools during the 

five weeks of Ramadan. “We, the Catholic 

Bishops Conference of Nigeria (CBCN), 

express deep concern over the recent 

declaration by some governors in northern 

Nigeria to close schools for five weeks 

during the Ramadan period. This decision, 

which affects not only Muslim students but 

also Christian students and Christian-owned 

schools, raises serious questions about the 

secular nature of our country and the rights 

of all citizens” says a March 3 statement 

signed by Msgr. Lucius Iwefuru Ugorji 

Archbishop of Owerri President, CBCN. 

 

The Bishops recall that Section 10 of the 

Nigerian Constitution states that "the 

Government of the Federation or of a State 

shall not adopt any religion as State 

Religion". "This provision underscores the 

secular nature of our country and guarantees 

the freedom of all citizens to practise their 

faith without hindrance" is what is 

emphasized in the statement. 

 

A secularity fully recognized by the Catholic 

Bishops Conference of Nigeria which in the 

Pastoral Letter "The Church and the 

Nigerian State" published in 2012 states: 

"The Nigerian State is secular, and this 

secularity is not a mere declaration; it is a 

fundamental principle that must guide all 

aspects of our national life". 

In its statement, the CBCN also recalls the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(Article 26) and the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(Article 13) which emphasize the right to 

education as a fundamental human right. 

The closure of schools for an extended 

period undermines this right and jeopardises 

the education and future of millions of 

Nigerian children". 

 

Finally, according to the Bishops, the 

closure of schools in the North of the 

country for five weeks could encourage 

school dropouts, in areas where this 

phenomenon registers very high percentages 

of children who leave school or do not go to 

school at all. 

 

The CBCN concludes by urging "the 

governors of the affected states to reconsider 

this decision and explore alternative 

arrangements that respect the rights and 

freedoms of all citizens" and calling on "the 

Federal Government to intervene and ensure 

that the rights of all Nigerians, regardless of 

their faith or background, are protected". 

(L.M.) (Agenzia Fides, 4/3/2025) 

 

Agenzia Fides 

https://www.fides.org/en/news/76099-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_The_Bishops_Do_not_close_schools_for_five_weeks_during_the_Ramada

n_period  

https://www.fides.org/en/news/76099-AFRICA_NIGERIA_The_Bishops_Do_not_close_schools_for_five_weeks_during_the_Ramadan_period
https://www.fides.org/en/news/76099-AFRICA_NIGERIA_The_Bishops_Do_not_close_schools_for_five_weeks_during_the_Ramadan_period
https://www.fides.org/en/news/76099-AFRICA_NIGERIA_The_Bishops_Do_not_close_schools_for_five_weeks_during_the_Ramadan_period
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The Priest Who Solved ‘The Riddle of The Tongue-Stones’ 

 

A new book tells the story of Blessed Nicholas Steno, a remarkable priest who helped save souls 

but also transformed our understanding of this planet. 

 

I originally bought The Riddle of the 

Tongue-Stones by Thomas Salerno because I 

thought it would appeal to my science-

minded preteens. But before I could slip it 

into my 7th grader’s backpack as some extra 

reading material, I took a look at the small, 

intriguing volume, and slipped it into my 

purse instead. 

While technically published under Word on 

Fire’s children’s imprint, this short book – 

subtitled How Blessed Nicholas Steno 

Uncovered the Hidden History of the Earth -

- will appeal to anyone with interest in how 

science and faith intersect. 

The field study of a saintly scientist 

Appropriately for someone who named his 

own journal Chaos!, this biography tells the 

story of Nicolas Steno through a format like 

a field study. There is the narrative of 

course, but also side definitions and 

illustrative sketches. If you didn’t know 

about the strata of the earth or even what the 

difference between silt and sediment are, the 

illustrations by Dillon Wheelock will help 

you find out. 

I’m guessing that those with a science 

background may already be familiar with 

Blessed Nicolas, but if not, this passage 

sums up his importance in the history of 

science: 

“Nicolas Steno’s scientific 

discoveries transformed our 

understanding of the earth 

underneath our feet. This humble and 

holy genius was the first to see the 

outlines of a secret history written in 

the rocks and in the fossils they 

contained.” 

Why a Catholic book about geology? 

The "father of geology" applied his same 

meticulous, analytical nature to exploring 

the Catholic faith, comparing Protestant 

claims to Catholic ones. This pursuit of truth 

— in both science and the faith — highlights 

that as human beings we are oriented to seek 

truth and that truth can be found both in 

natural and supernatural realities. 

From dissecting shark heads to converting to 

the Catholic faith and becoming a bishop at 

the young age of 39, Blessed Nicholas 

Steno’s life is riveting. His curiosity about 

the world led him on a pretty incredible 

journey. 

I do intend to pass this on to my kids — and 

probably my husband — and anyone who 

wants to spend an hour contemplating the 

wonders of the earth and God who created it 

all. 

 

Caitlin Bootsma 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/25/the-priest-who-solved-the-riddle-of-the-tongue-stones  

 

https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/products/riddle-of-the-tongue-stones?_gl=1*1ebgrw6*_gcl_au*NzMyNzU3MzQ1LjE3Mzk5MTI4MDU.*_ga*MTE3MTUwMjk3OC4xNzM5OTEyODAx*_ga_4081DYV3TL*MTczOTkxMjgwMS4xLjEuMTczOTkxMjgxMy41MS4wLjA.&_ga=2.66745774.1259011463.1739912805-1171502978.1739912801
https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/products/riddle-of-the-tongue-stones?_gl=1*1ebgrw6*_gcl_au*NzMyNzU3MzQ1LjE3Mzk5MTI4MDU.*_ga*MTE3MTUwMjk3OC4xNzM5OTEyODAx*_ga_4081DYV3TL*MTczOTkxMjgwMS4xLjEuMTczOTkxMjgxMy41MS4wLjA.&_ga=2.66745774.1259011463.1739912805-1171502978.1739912801
https://aleteia.org/2025/02/25/the-priest-who-solved-the-riddle-of-the-tongue-stones
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Raising Kind Kids in A Competitive World 

 

In a culture that prioritizes self-promotion, raising kind kids is countercultural. Kindness 

requires courage, patience, and the ability to put others first. 

 

Modern life often feels like a competition. 

From early childhood, kids are encouraged 

to stand out — excel in school, master 

extracurriculars, and build impressive 

résumés. Social media reinforces this drive, 

showcasing achievements while making 

comparison unavoidable. But while 

competition has its place, life is not 

ultimately about winning — it is about 

belonging. 

For most of human history, people measured 

success not by personal accomplishments 

but by their contributions to a greater whole. 

Families, villages, and religious 

communities provided meaning and support. 

Today, however, the focus has shifted 

inward. We emphasize individual 

achievement over shared purpose, self-

expression over self-sacrifice. 

While this change has brought new 

freedoms, it has also made it harder to 

cultivate values like kindness, generosity, 

and responsibility — qualities that children 

need to thrive. 

Teaching kids that they belong 

Children develop character not in isolation 

but through relationships. They need to feel 

that they are part of something bigger 

than themselves — whether that is their 

family, their school, or their community. 

When kids understand that they belong, they 

naturally become more thoughtful toward 

others. 

One of the simplest ways to instill this sense 

of belonging is through shared family 

traditions. Eating dinner together, praying as 

a family, celebrating birthdays in a 

meaningful way — these rituals give 

children a foundation of stability. 

As Pope Francis wrote in Amoris Laetitia, 

“A person learns to be truly human within 

the context of a family” (AL 277). In other 

words, kindness is not taught through 

abstract lessons but through everyday 

interactions in a loving home. 

Balancing achievement and generosity 

It is natural for parents to want their children 

to succeed. Hard work and excellence are 

good things. But if achievement becomes 

the sole focus, kids may begin to see others 

as rivals rather than as people to help and 

support. One way to prevent this mindset is 

to balance personal goals with acts of 

service. 

Encouraging children to help siblings with 

homework, take part in household chores, or 

volunteer at church teaches them that 

success is not just about personal gain but 

about lifting others up. Even simple actions 

— writing a thank-you note to a teacher, 

helping a younger child on the playground 

— reinforce the idea that we are not meant 

to live only for ourselves. 

The role of technology in shaping 

character 

Technology is often seen as a distraction, but 

it can also be a tool for teaching kindness. 

Parental controls and screen-time limits are 

important, but so is guiding children in 

how they use digital spaces. Instead of 

merely restricting social media, parents can 

https://www.gheller.co/2025/02/09/symbolrich
https://www.gheller.co/2025/02/09/symbolrich
https://www.gheller.co/2025/02/09/symbolrich
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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help kids use it to encourage others — 

sending supportive messages, sharing 

uplifting stories, or even using apps to 

organize acts of service. 

At the same time, children need to 

experience real-world connections. Face-to-

face interactions — greeting a neighbor, 

making eye contact, speaking with respect 

— help them develop empathy in ways that 

digital communication cannot. 

The Catechism reminds us that human 

beings are social by nature: “The human 

person needs to live in society. Society is not 

for him an extraneous addition but a 

requirement of his nature” (CCC 1879). By 

fostering in-person relationships, we teach 

children to value people over screens, 

presence over performance. 

Kindness as a lifelong strength 

In a culture that prioritizes self-

promotion, raising kind kids is 

countercultural. But kindness is not 

weakness. It requires courage, patience, and 

the ability to put others first. When children 

learn to see life not as a race to be won but 

as a shared journey, they grow into adults 

who contribute to their families, workplaces, 

and communities in meaningful ways. 

By helping kids develop a deep sense of 

belonging, balancing achievement with 

service, and guiding them in the healthy use 

of technology, we prepare them not just to 

compete — but to live well. 

 

Daniel Esparza 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/22/raising-kind-kids-in-a-competitive-world  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM
https://aleteia.org/2024/09/06/five-easy-ways-to-spread-kindness-every-day
https://aleteia.org/2024/09/06/five-easy-ways-to-spread-kindness-every-day
https://aleteia.org/2025/02/22/raising-kind-kids-in-a-competitive-world
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The Bus Stops Here: How One School Has Benefited by Investing in 

Transportation 

 

Transportation at the Delbarton School is like a business that has evolved dramatically over the 

past six years. 

 

Transportation at the Delbarton School — 

an independent college-preparatory school 

for young men grades seven through 12 

administered by the Benedictine monks of 

St. Mary’s Abbey in Morristown, New 

Jersey — is like a business within a business 

that has evolved dramatically over the past 

six years. 

The challenge: transporting 650 students and 

staff members safely, efficiently, 

comfortably and affordably. Throughout the 

year, Delbarton schedules 4,000-plus rides 

to and from destinations around the tristate 

area. This includes morning, afternoon and 

late bus routes, athletics, co-curriculars, 

retreats, spirit buses and more. 

Transportation touches every aspect of 

Delbarton life. 

When Benedictine Father Michael Tidd was 

named Delbarton headmaster in 2018, 

transportation was a big-ticket item he took 

a close look at. Back then, all Delbarton 

busing was outsourced. “It was already 

evident that transportation was a rapidly 

rising cost center that required creative 

thinking,” recalls Father Michael. 

To cut costs, he recruited faculty members to 

earn Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDLs) 

that enabled them to drive several 

Delbarton-owned vans. One of those early 

recruits was Zack Tabor, who arrived at 

Delbarton to teach Arabic in 2015 and soon 

built a signature language and travel 

program. 

As someone who enjoys a challenge, Tabor 

navigated the CDL process twice, earning 

both his van and bus licenses. Blessed with 

an observant nature and an analytical mind, 

Tabor quickly assessed that the CDL 

licensing protocol was wildly inefficient. 

After navigating the licensing process twice, 

he mentored other Delbarton CDL-licensed 

drivers to reduce licensing costs. Tabor 

eventually produced a 17-page Delbarton 

School CDL Acquisition Handbook, the bus-

licensing bible for new Delbarton bus 

drivers. 

The more Tabor learned about Delbarton 

transportation, the more convinced he was 

that the school could do busing better. 

Years ago, Delbarton had owned and 

operated a bus fleet, but, due to liability and 

regulatory issues, outsourcing transportation 

to busing companies became the norm. 

By 2018, the school’s director of 

transportation was essentially a dispatcher 

and, while the arrangement did reduce 

liability, annual transportation costs soared, 

and new drivers commonly would get lost 

on campus. 

Father Michael’s goal was to take control of 

Delbarton transportation, and, in Tabor, he 

found an ideal partner. 

Tabor says, “Father Michael deserves all the 

credit for having the vision to take back 

busing at Delbarton,” yet it took Tabor to 

research and develop a strong case for 

bringing Delbarton transportation back in 

house for the first time in years. 
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Buying Buses, Saving Money 

Tabor took over as director of transportation 

on July 1, 2023, and his bus-acquisition 

proposal led the school to invest in a fleet of 

a dozen vehicles emblazoned with the 

Delbarton name. 

Today, Delbarton transportation costs are 

down 40% and continue to drop as Tabor 

finds more opportunities to save and 

improve. Bus acquisition began in earnest 

post-COVID when the cost of busing nearly 

doubled. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic only added 

gasoline to this brush fire,” says Father 

Michael. COVID also caused a 

consolidation in the local busing sector from 

six companies to one company offering 

limited contracts and increased prices. 

Not surprisingly, New Jersey doesn’t make it 

easy to buy a school bus and, in fact, layers 

the process with unusual design and security 

requirements — “a solution in search of a 

problem,” says Tabor — making every New 

Jersey school bus a custom-designed 

vehicle, which, again, increases costs. 

The school invested capital in the bus-

acquisition project, and Delbarton parents 

pitched in with bus fundraising, donating 

more than $200,000 for buses at the 2024 

Spring Gala. 

The new vehicles pay for themselves in 12 

months and, today, the Delbarton bus fleet 

even includes several full-sized Thomas 

Built models with under-carriage storage to 

transport sports teams and their gear. Will a 

coach bus be in the Green Wave’s future? 

Stay tuned. 

Buses need drivers, and Delbarton now has 

four full-time and 11 part-time licensed 

drivers. “Our drivers are extremely 

professional and courteous,” Tabor says. 

“They’re all proud to be a part of our 

transportation system, and we couldn’t do 

this without them. They quickly get to know 

our campus and our students too.” 

12-County Coverage 

Delbarton admissions also benefited from 

improved, cost-efficient busing. 

Father Michael says, “As a school whose 

students come from 12 counties in New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York state, a 

reliable, safe and affordable transportation 

system is vital to our daily life.” 

According to David Donovan, dean of 

admissions and financial aid, “Investing 

heavily in our own bus fleet allows us to 

make the school a viable option for all 

qualified young men regardless of where 

they live.” 

Much about Delbarton transportation has 

changed in six short years and, fortunately 

for Delbarton families, Tabor is their 

stalwart ally in this effort. 

Says Father Michael, “Because of Zack’s 

leadership and hard work, we are now able 

to provide a flexible, convenient and 

financially sustainable transportation service 

for daily runs and for all athletics and 

activities.” 

As he reviews his complex busing 

spreadsheet and continues to integrate the 

director of transportation job into his life as 

a teacher of Arabic at Delbarton, Tabor says 

with a grin, “I like puzzles.” 

 

Jessica Fiddes 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/the-bus-stops-here  

https://www.ncregister.com/news/the-bus-stops-here
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Adopting a Classical Curriculum Energized This Catholic School 

 

An Enrollment turnaround was accomplished via the classical route. 

 

In 2020, enrollment at Saint Theresa School 

in Trumbull, Connecticut, had dwindled to 

167 students in grades K-8. But by 2024, 

enrollment increased — by 58.68% — 

to 265 students. The answer to the 

turnaround is elementary: Saint Theresa’s 

transitioned to a Catholic classical-education 

curriculum.  

“It all begins with the Holy Spirit,” Father 

Brian Gannon, pastor of St. Theresa Church, 

explained when he began looking for an 

answer to rebuild the parish school, which 

originally opened in 1957. Then he learned 

about the amazing turnaround of Sacred 

Heart Academy in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

from his nephew who was teaching there at 

the time. In the few years after that K-12 

school had changed to a classical Catholic 

curriculum, its enrollment skyrocketed from 

less than 100 students to nearly 400 today. 

Pointing out that the Church speaks of 

parents as primary educators, Sacred Heart 

Academy Headmaster Sean Nolan said that 

today’s disordered culture needs a Catholic 

counter. “Our original conviction was that 

we want to help these families do what 

they’re trying to do, which is raise their kids 

to be Catholic, to know and love and serve 

Jesus Christ. One of the pieces of that puzzle 

became culture. And one of the essential 

elements of culture is that there’s a living 

tradition that you’re handing on.” 

“One of the reasons we went classical is 

because we believe that it, best of all, shared 

the tradition of the Church in a way that 

enlivened the culture of the school and 

enlivened and helped to enliven the culture 

of the families,” he explained.  

It encompassed a “living tradition for these 

young people that will enrich their 

imaginations and enrich their minds so that 

they can live in our world as Catholics 

convinced that Jesus matters.” 

The direction for Saint Theresa School was 

apparent. After consultations with Bishop 

Frank Caggiano of the Diocese of 

Bridgeport and help from various quarters, 

including the Institute for Catholic Liberal 

Education (ICLE) and parents, and staying 

open during the height of COVID, Saint 

Theresa’s began the transition to classical 

education in fall 2020. Then a new principal, 

Barbara Logsdail, came to take the reins, 

bringing expertise in classical education for 

Catholic schools. “Schools that were 

changing to classical education were really 

growing in their enrollment, and many times 

bursting at the seams. With schools that 

weren’t taking on this new paradigm, their 

enrollment was shrinking,” she observed. 

“A classical education is really a wonderful 

education for children,” Logsdail told the 

Register. “But even more important, it is a 

real, authentically Catholic formation.” That 

matched exactly the vision Father Gannon 

had for the school. 

Father Gannon emphasized the classical 

curriculum encompasses truth, beauty and 

goodness. “It’s about truth, and truth is 

beautiful. Truth leads us to appreciate the 

beauty of one another. And goodness, of 

course, is what life should be directed 

towards,” bolstered by a sense of wonder. 

Students study classical liberal education 

built on the trivium of grammar, logic and 
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rhetoric from the earliest years, with 

theology as the base, woven into all subjects 

for the tried-and-true, centuries-old 

approach. 

By second grade, students are well into 

reading books, and beginning in third grade, 

several popular classics are required per 

grade each year, including The Lion, the 

Witch, and the Wardrobe and The Hobbit. 

“They enjoy what they’re reading,” Logsdail 

said of the young scholars. “The books are 

exciting, and they’re full of heroes that they 

can look up to. They’re good, virtuous 

stories.” 

The students begin Latin at a very general 

basic level in kindergarten. Up until fifth 

grade, they have Latin one day a week, 

while such a focus is three days a week in 

following grades. “They have a very good 

foundation to learn Latin, to learn Spanish, 

to learn French,” Logsdail said. “But, more 

importantly, Latin has always been the 

language of the Church.” 

Students put those language skills into 

practice at the weekly all-school Friday 

morning Mass, chanting 

the Sanctus and Agnus Dei, with most Mass 

responses and some songs in Latin, too. 

They pray together in English and Latin. 

Every morning, they assemble to hear Father 

Gannon or one of the parish’s other priests 

give a little talk about the Gospel reading for 

that day or about what is going on with the 

liturgical season or a special saint’s feast 

day. The student body also prays a weekly 

Rosary together. Every day at noon, they 

pray the Angelus over the loudspeaker.  

“One of the big things, too, was intensifying 

the Catholic culture,” Father Gannon said. 

“It’s not strange to them that we talk about 

religion in science or history,” observed 

Kayla Ciardiello, who teaches fifth-, sixth- 

and seventh-grade religion and science. 

“With the way that the Catholic faith is 

incorporated into everything, you can see 

that there’s a much deeper understanding of 

the faith and what’s going on, and it 

becomes second nature to them. It’s all 

normal; there’s no separation.” 

Her religion classes memorize both English 

and Latin versions of prayers, while science 

utilizes many Latin terms. “Going over 

where everything comes from leads to a 

deeper understanding … and it helps tie 

everything in together,” Ciardiello 

explained. 

While grades three through eight have a 

weekly computer class to learn typing and 

reinforce math skills, Logsdail said, “We do 

everything the old-fashioned way, with pen 

and paper, because the retention we feel is 

best. Now many studies are showing 

children learn and retain what they’re 

learning much greater when they use a pen 

and paper and write down their work as 

opposed to typing it.” 

By third grade all students are writing in 

cursive, and “they are so proud of it, and it’s 

beautiful,” the principal added.  

“It’s a piece of art. It’s their own 

masterpiece, the way they have their 

handwriting. Even though we form them all 

in the same instruction, there’s always a 

little bit of style that becomes your own in 

the way you write your letters.” 

“Our school is full of joy. The children are 

very joyful. They’re happy here,” Logsdail 

observed. 

Ciardiello sees the same reaction: “You can 

see as they come into the school that they’re 

actually happy to be here. It’s an 

environment that they like to be in.” She 

witnessed the cusp of the changeover and 

reported that the change is evident, as 

students’ “work ethic is so much better. 

Their understanding of topics is much better, 
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and the desire to learn and their joy of 

learning is astronomical.” 

Parents, too, are elated. Chris and Stephania 

Lanzaro have a son, Chase, in third grade 

and a daughter, Gianna, in kindergarten.  

While searching for the right school, 

Stephania reported that she chose Saint 

Theresa’s in their hometown “because of 

this classical curriculum. It’s very, very 

different from all the other schools. Saint 

Theresa’s keeps Christ at the center of 

everything that they do, which I love.” 

She also appreciates the “phonics approach” 

and “learning Latin. They learn their prayers 

in both Latin and French in honor of our 

patroness, St. Thérèse.” She pointed out how 

students learn math “that makes sense … 

that they weren’t doing this Common 

Core math.” 

Additionally, she said, “I love the fact that 

they’re learning classical literature. I don’t 

have to worry about anybody sneaking any 

woke and progressive nonsense into the 

library and my kids stumbling upon them.” 

Like others, she is appreciative her children 

“are learning not just the basics, but they’re 

learning empathy, and they’re learning how 

to be good human beings. I can see it in their 

actions, and I can see it in their interactions 

with other kids.” 

Logsdail explained the school emphasizes 

the different virtues.  

“We work on patience, on kindness, on 

magnanimity … it’s all because we have to 

become the best version of who we are, that 

God created us to be. And by doing that, 

we’re able to help our society, our 

community here at St. Theresa’s as we get 

older, the bigger community, and hopefully 

we get to heaven and serve the people here 

on earth. … And we want to instill a lot of 

hope in them.” 

And as Home-School Association president, 

Stephania Lanzaro pointed out that 

“everything we do keeps Christ at the center. 

We celebrate All Saints’ Day. To make it 

fun, we have a costume contest, and kids 

dress up as saints. We have a trick-or-treat 

type event where every classroom picks a 

saint. And this year the theme happened to 

be young saints to remind them that you 

could be holy at a very, very young age. 

They decorate their door and their 

classrooms, and then the kids go classroom 

to classroom, like trick-or-treating, but 

instead of getting candy, they got a lesson on 

the saint and little laminated cards on the 

saint.” 

“We really do concentrate more on things 

like that throughout the year to really 

celebrate our Catholic faith,” Logsdail said. 

Summing up the classical curriculum, Father 

Gannon said, “The whole point of acquiring 

knowledge is our relationship with God and 

the salvation of souls. 

“The deepest root is that my knowledge and 

my skillset is somehow going to be used for 

the glory of God. If that’s the case, then 

we’ll make the world a better place. We’ll 

have virtuous students — students who 

make decisions contextualized in what is the 

good for the soul, whether it’s a decision 

about a spouse, a decision about a job, a 

decision about my children. It’s always 

contextualized in the Catholic faith.” 

 

Joseph Pronechen 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/adopting-a-classical-curriculum-energized-this-catholic-school  

 

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/a-conceptual-critique-of-the-common-core
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/a-conceptual-critique-of-the-common-core
https://www.ncregister.com/news/adopting-a-classical-curriculum-energized-this-catholic-school
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The Dominican Effect on Catholic Schools 

 

Teaching in the Footsteps of Their Namesake Saint – and Aquinas and Frassati, Too 

 

The Dominican order dates back to the 

1200s, with many of its members 

historically involved in teaching.  That 

practice still continues today, with many 

Dominican sisters playing a prominent role 

in Catholic elementary and high schools 

nationwide. 

Frassati Catholic High School in Spring, 

Texas, is a growing institution for grades 9-

12 serving 345 students in the north Houston 

area. It opened its doors to students in 2013; 

the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 

headquartered in Nashville, Tennessee, have 

played an active role in the establishment of 

the school, beginning in 2011. Today, three 

of the Nashville Dominicans teach full time 

and a fourth, Dominican Sister John Paul, 

has served as principal since the school’s 

founding. 

In her community — of around 300 

members — sisters earn teaching degrees at 

the order’s Aquinas College. “It is there that 

our sisters receive a solid Catholic 

formation, studying the human person and 

learning educational truths from the 

perspective of St. Thomas Aquinas,” Sister 

John Paul explained to the Register. 

The sisters earn bachelor’s and some 

master’s degrees and are “excellently 

prepared” for teaching students in the 

classroom. 

Working with today’s teens can be a 

challenge, she said, especially with “the 

advent of technology, social media and the 

Internet.” She continued, “We work to 

reduce their screen time for the sake of the 

formation of their minds. They need a lot of 

person-to-person time, face-to-face, with no 

device between them. It helps them learn 

basic social skills.” 

Instilling the Catholic faith begins with 

faculty and staff living the faith themselves, 

showing students “‘another way,’ as opposed 

to the pitfalls and negative parts of our 

culture.” Also, the school offers Mass and 

regular availability of the sacraments, a 

Blessed Sacrament chapel, images of the 

saints, regular prayer, religion class and 

regular conversations about the 

faith.  Frassati Catholic also has a strong 

pro-family, pro-life culture, including a 

Culture of Life Club and participating in 

pro-life events, such as the annual Texas 

Rally for Life in Austin. 

The school is named for Pier Giorgio 

Frassati (1901-1925), a lay Dominican to be 

canonized Aug. 3. He is an apt choice for the 

school’s name, Sister John Paul believes, as 

he was “an unassuming, simple young man 

who loved his friends, was athletic and the 

life of the party, but who also had a deep 

spiritual life and love for the poor.” 

The Nashville Dominicans serve in a variety 

of schools throughout the United States, as 

well as in Canada, Europe and Australia.   

Among the many elementary schools they 

serve is St. Gertrude School in Madeira, 

Ohio. The school opened its doors to 40 

children grades K-8 in 1934, with three 

Nashville Dominican sisters overseeing the 

school.  

Nashville Dominicans have served as 

teachers and administrators since; today, 

Dominican Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf 
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serves as vice principal and three sisters 

teach in the classroom. The school serves 

350 students in grades K-8.  

“As a school in the Dominican tradition, we 

seek to form students to seek truth and to 

desire wisdom and goodness,” Sister Mary 

Agnes said. “Jesus Christ, ‘the Way, the 

Truth and the Life,’ is the model we present 

and the foundation of everything we do. We 

cultivate reverence for the gift of life and 

teach the students to recognize the goodness 

of all that God has created.” 

Formation of the students in virtue is a key 

focus of the staff, she continued, and she 

noted that the Nashville Dominicans’ 

“Virtues in Practice” program was first 

developed at St. Gertrude. While most 

students are Catholic, a few non-Catholics 

attend the school, some of whom convert 

through the influence of the curriculum and 

staff.   

While some are pessimistic about the 

likelihood of the young embracing 

Catholicism, Sister Mary Agnes countered, 

“The on-the-ground reality is that faith is 

alive and strong in many of our young 

people and they want to be saints. Jesus is 

the answer they are looking for, and they are 

open — in many ways more open — than 

young people of other generations.” 

JSerra Catholic High School in San Juan 

Capistrano, California, is an independent 

institution operating in the Diocese of 

Orange. Founded in 2003, it serves 1,300 

students. For the last several years, its 

teaching staff has included five Dominican 

Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 

(motherhouse in Ann Arbor, Michigan) who 

teach not only theology, but math, English 

and biology. 

The Dominican Sisters’ impact on the school 

has been “immeasurable,” Principal Eric 

Stroupe told the Register. “They are a good 

witness to our students, women who have 

dedicated their lives to service of God and 

the Church. The Dominicans are also a 

joyful order and demonstrate to our kids that 

one can live a religious life and have it be a 

life of joy. It cuts against the stereotypes 

about religious life.” 

Among the sisters’ contributions to the 

school is the introduction of a virtue 

program, in which a particular virtue is 

stressed for a time throughout the 

curriculum.  If the week’s virtue is fortitude, 

students may see it emphasized in the 

classroom, or mentioned in sports programs 

or during the homily in the all-school Mass. 

Vicaress General Sister Mary Michael said 

the program “builds up the awareness of the 

virtues and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit we 

receive in our baptism and how to cultivate 

these virtues throughout our lives. Living 

the virtuous life leads to true happiness!” 

The Dominican Sisters make an effort to get 

to know each of their students, Stroupe said, 

and are regulars at school events and “are 

our students’ biggest cheerleaders.”   

Between 30 and 40 of JSerra’s non-Catholic 

students convert to the faith annually due to 

the influence of the sisters, he also reported. 

While the success of a Catholic school is 

“hidden in the interior life of each individual 

student,” Sister Mary Michael said, 

conversions and students and their families 

becoming more active in the Church is a 

sign that a school is on the right track. She 

added, “As the years go by, our former 

students are continuing to remain committed 

to their faith, entering fully into their 

vocations and building up the Church 

whether by their marriages, priesthood or 

consecration as religious.” 

The Ann Arbor Dominicans have 135 

members who teach in 27 elementary and 

high schools nationwide and three 

universities. According to Sister Mary 

Michael, the sisters “proclaim the truth with 
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unflagging zeal in the spirit of St. Dominic 

and in response to St. John Paul II’s urgent 

appeal for a New Evangelization.” 

It is the sisters’ “privilege” to work in the 

New Evangelization, she said, adding that 

“we see miracles every day, and it’s a joy to 

see God working in the lives of the students 

we teach.” 

LEARN MORE The Nashville Dominicans’ 

“Virtues in Practice” program for grades 

pre-K through 8 was developed at St. 

Gertrude School.  Its purpose is to help 

students grow closer to Christ through 

imitating his life and virtues. The program 

may be downloaded for free 

at: NashvilleDominican.org. 

 

Jim Graves 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/the-dominican-effect-on-catholic-schools  
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Catholics: First and Final Defense Against IVF 

 

The Catholic Church was not only the first to warn against IVF and its consequences, but it is 

also now the work of today’s Church to be the final defense against the practice of IVF too. 

 

As promised, President Donald Trump 

signed an executive order for a domestic 

policy review of in vitro fertilization (IVF) 

access with an aim to reduce the cost of the 

procedure. Although this is a policy review 

with no immediate action, it is still an 

endorsement of IVF as pro-life, pro-family, 

and pro-society, and it comes from a 

president who has been called the most pro-

life president in the history of the United 

States.  

The public is mixed on the ethics of IVF. 

A Pew Poll from 2024 reported about a 

third of Americans say that the statement 

“human life begins at conception, so an 

embryo is a person with rights” describes 

their views extremely or very well. Yet of 

this group, 59 percent see IVF access as 

good. That amounts to about 20 percent of 

Americans who see the embryo as a person 

but 1) either do not understand that most 

embryonic children are suspended alive in 

cryogenic storage tanks, or 2) they think 

cryopreservation is acceptable for a human 

child. Both cannot be true. The other ~82 

percent of Americans who do not think life 

begins at conception, not surprisingly, see 

IVF as a good thing.  

There is an urgent need for education on 

what IVF entails, and it seems Catholics will 

need to step up and provide the last defense 

against artificial procreation. We have the 

arguments for this fight.  

Doctrinal Development Regarding IVF 

The Catholic Church is already the first 

defense against the false promises of IVF 

and in favor of human dignity. The 

argument, however, is a difficult one to 

make in modern culture that already accepts 

abortion. One can find many arguments 

based on the millions of embryonic children 

whose lives are suspended in a cryogenic 

storage tank awaiting their fate, for this is a 

terrible consequence of IFV; but it is just 

that, a consequence of something else that 

went wrong in the first place.  

The argument against IVF hinges on the 

deeper ontological truths about the human 

person, the sanctity of marriage, and the gift 

of a child.  

Donum Vitae (1987) is the main document 

of the Church that directly addresses IVF, 

but as early as 1897 the Sacred 

Congregation of the Universal Inquisition 

(later renamed the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith) rejected artificial 

fertilization and insemination on the basis of 

the separation of the unitive and procreative 

aspects of marital sex. Donum Vitae states, 

“The teaching of the Magisterium on this 

point has already been stated” (II.B §6, note 

51), referencing a list of documents tracing 

the doctrinal development. The response of 

the Holy Office in 1897 from Pope Leo XIII 

to the question, An adhiberi posit artificialis 

mulieris fecundatio? (“Can artificial 

insemination of a woman be used?” was an 

emphatic, Non licere (“Not allowed.”).1 

Pope Pius XII repeated the teaching in 1951 

and 1956 to the medical community, 

encouraging doctors to consider 

technological advances in terms of morality 

and the common good. The pope said, 

unequivocally, that a child conceived by IFV 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/expanding-access-to-in-vitro-fertilization/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/expanding-access-to-in-vitro-fertilization/
https://apnews.com/article/steve-scalise-kathy-ireland-61738c18eddd10020401871b7d326c59
https://apnews.com/article/steve-scalise-kathy-ireland-61738c18eddd10020401871b7d326c59
http://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/05/13/americans-overwhelmingly-say-access-to-ivf-is-a-good-thing
https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/catholics-first-and-final-defense-against-ivf#easy-footnote-bottom-1-105929
https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/es/speeches/1949/documents/hf_p-xii_spe_19490929_votre-presence.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/es/speeches/1949/documents/hf_p-xii_spe_19490929_votre-presence.html
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outside of marriage using donor sperm or 

eggs not belonging to the spouses is 

“illegitimate.” Immediately after this 

statement, Pope Pius XII said, “Artificial 

fertilization in marriage, but produced by the 

active element of a third party, is equally 

immoral, and as such must be condemned 

without appeal.”  

This distinction introduced the debate over 

“assistance” versus “replacement” in Donum 

Vitae: “A medical intervention respects the 

dignity of persons when it seeks to assist the 

conjugal act either in order to facilitate its 

performance or in order to enable it to 

achieve its objective once it has been 

normally performed” (II.B, §7). So, for well 

over a century, IVF was recognized as a 

procedure that is immoral because 

it replaces the conjugal act in marriage.  

It is worth noting that the earliest 

considerations by the Vatican referred to 

artificial insemination, which is different 

from modern IVF. In the insemination 

procedure, sperm are injected into the 

female’s uterine cavity (or cervix), whereas 

IVF involves introducing the sperm to the 

female egg in a petri dish. The first 

consideration in the Church only related to 

replacing the conjugal act with a medical 

procedure and not the consequential (and 

also immoral) act of freezing or destroying 

embryonic children. If the Church’s wisdom 

regarding the dignity of the human person 

had been heeded, there would not be 

millions of embryonic children in freezers 

today. 

The Rights of Children 

Donum Vitae, of course, goes further. This 

instruction also addresses the rights of 

children because these rights are connected 

to the inseparability of love-making and life-

giving. To understand the teaching, one must 

consider IVF from the perspective that the 

needs of a child are greater than the wants 

of a parent. This should not be hard since it 

is a perspective familiar to society in 

determining any aspect of a born child’s life. 

In court cases regarding parental rights or 

custody, the best interest of the child comes 

first.  

The difference is that society does not view 

an embryonic child on the same moral level 

as a born child. It is a hard case to make 

since a culture that accepts abortion already 

doesn’t see the fetal child as having the 

same rights or dignity as a born child. There 

have been all kinds of strange debates about 

the beginning of an unwanted human child’s 

life even though any developmental biology 

textbook will name fertilization as the 

beginning of life for any other species. Even 

wanted children are considered living 

humans from the moment of conception. 

The scrutiny only applies to unwanted 

human children.  

Society does not view an 

embryonic child on the same 

moral level as a born child. It is a 

hard case to make since a culture 

that accepts abortion already 

doesn’t see the fetal child as having 

the same rights or dignity as a 

born child.  

At the societal level, children’s rights are 

violated. With abortion, these unwanted fetal 

children can be killed. With IVF, there is a 

gray area. To cut costs, many embryonic 

children are produced so the parent can get 

the one they want. The leftover siblings are 

stored indefinitely in freezers until a 

decision is made about what to do with 

them. If they are unwanted, they are either 

destroyed or donated to scientific research 

aimed at curing diseases for the wanted 

people of society. If the embryos are ever 

wanted, then they are implanted in a 

woman’s uterus.  
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At the familial and individual level, the 

embryonic child’s rights are violated 

because all children have a right to be 

conceived in love by a married mother and 

father. Again, this will sound antiquated to 

the modern ear, but it is not a complicated 

concept. If humans have inherent dignity, 

then the bringing into existence of a new 

human life must be honored.  

The Church says that the dignity of the child 

is paramount, so special that his or her life 

must begin in united, physical, spiritual, and 

emotional love. Then the child should be 

raised in that love, which goes radically 

against the idea that children should be 

shelved in freezers until they are wanted, or 

killed because they are unwanted. This 

origin in love is the beginning we all 

deserve, and even when this ideal is not 

achieved, as it rarely is, wholeness, love, 

unity, and strong families are the goals we 

aim for in our individual lives, in our 

families, and in our societies. 

Five Principles of Human Life 

I like the language given in an article by 

Joseph Boyle the year after Donum 

Vitae was issued. In “An Introduction to 

the Vatican Instruction on Reproductive 

Technologies,” Boyle says: 

First, God makes human individuals 

in His own image and likeness, and 

He is directly involved in the 

coming-to-be of each new person. 

Second, the human person is one 

being, bodily as well as spiritual, so 

bodily life and sexuality may not be 

treated as mere means to more 

fundamental purposes. Third, every 

living human individual, from the 

moment of conception, should be 

treated with the full respect due a 

person and so is inviolable. Fourth, 

sexual activity and procreation can 

be morally good only if they are part 

of marital intercourse. Fifth, in 

marital intercourse, love-making and 

life-giving should not be separated. 

(190) 

This can be summarized as the Five 

Principles of Human Life. They are the 

foundation of the Church’s teaching on 

sexual ethics and are, therefore, worth 

memorizing so you have them at your 

disposal, both in decision-making and in 

conversation. 

1. Principle of Existence: Humans are 

made in the image and likeness of 

the one and triune God. God grants 

the existence of each person at 

conception and throughout life.  

2. Principle of Totality: The human 

person is one total being, body and 

rational soul, and neither can be 

treated in isolation as a means to 

anything fundamental to being 

human.  

3. Principle of Dignity: Every living 

human should be treated with the full 

respect due a person and not as an 

object or means to an end.  

4. Principle of Procreation: Since new 

humans are created by God and 

deserve dignity, procreation must 

occur in the dignity of marital 

intercourse.  

5. Principle of Inseparability: In 

choosing how to engage in marital 

sex and in having babies, love-

making and life-giving should not be 

separated. 

The issue of IVF depends on two spouses 

recognizing their own personal dignity and 

then bringing that wholeness and dignity 

into their marriage, the most intimate of 

relationships and the only one in which we 

say that “two become one.” To use the 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00243639.1988.11877933
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00243639.1988.11877933
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00243639.1988.11877933
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words of the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, to break the natural marital embrace 

(i.e., sexual intimacy) is to separate the 

unitive and procreative aspects of the 

conjugal act (2366). Violating the Principle 

of Inseparability necessitates violating all 

the other principles. This is fundamentally 

the reason why IVF is not pro-life, pro-

family, nor pro-society.  

The Last Defense 

Therefore, the Catholic Church was not 

only the first defense against IVF and its 

consequences, but it is also now the work of 

the contemporary Church (i.e., all of us as 

one body) to be the final defense against the 

practice of IVF too. This is an issue that 

should unite Catholics regardless of political 

affiliation. 

President Trump’s executive order calls for a 

90-day assessment of policy 

recommendations on “protecting IVF access 

and aggressively reducing out-of-pocket and 

health plan costs for IVF treatment.” The 

president recognizes that “many hopeful 

couples dream of starting a family, but as 

many as one in seven are unable to conceive 

a child.” This recognition is a good starting 

point for conversation. Why do hopeful 

couples dream of starting a family? What 

about the children that are already living?  

As painful as infertility can be, it is more 

traumatizing for a child to grow up not 

belonging to a family than it is for adults to 

be unable to conceive. As long as there are 

children in foster care and in need of 

families, how can it be reasonable to 

advocate for artificially producing more 

children just because a couple desires one of 

their own genes? Additionally, there is a 

whole argument, also defended by the 

Church, for restorative reproductive 

medicine. These approaches do not tell a 

woman she is broken but seek to help the 

woman and her doctors understand how her 

body works. As Lila Rose said to President 

Trump on 𝕏 , “Restorative reproductive 

medicine (RRM) is more effective than IVF, 

is cheaper than IVF, and has zero of the 

ethical issues.”  

IVF does not offer hope in the way that it is 

said to do. It may, as Trump’s executive 

order says, “make it easier for loving and 

longing mothers and fathers to have 

children,” but IVF does not make it easier 

for children in foster care to find loving and 

longing parents. As for the millions of 

embryonic children abandoned in cryogenic 

storage tanks with vaporized liquid nitrogen 

billowing like some kind of man-made 

heaven, they are the children who embody 

all the false promises of artificial 

procreation. Who’s going to speak up for 

them? We, as Catholics and as a society, 

must do this by defending the dignity of the 

person and the sanctity of marriage, even if 

we are so deep into this hole that making 

such arguments is hard. 

 

Stacy Trasancos, PhD 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/catholics-first-and-final-defense-against-ivf  

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/LilaGraceRose/status/1891974949419864463
https://x.com/LilaGraceRose/status/1891974949419864463
https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/catholics-first-and-final-defense-against-ivf
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First-Ever Private School Choice Bill Passes in Idaho 

 

A $50 million school choice bill long in the 

works is awaiting approval from Idaho’s 

governor after the state Senate passed the 

measure on Wednesday. 

The bill would establish a $50 million 

parental choice tax credit beginning in the 

2025-2026 school year, helping parents send 

their children to nonpublic schools, 

including private religious schools. 

After years of attempts by school choice 

advocates in the Idaho Legislature, the bill 

passed in a 15-10 vote in the Senate. 

If approved, qualifying students would be 

able to claim a refundable tax credit worth 

up to $5,000 to attend a nonpublic school. 

Students with disabilities could qualify for 

up to $7,500. 

The tax credit covers qualifying expenses 

such as nonpublic school tuition as well 

as textbooks, tutoring, and other costs. The 

school choice measure would prioritize 

families earning up to 300% of the federal 

poverty level. 

The program also ensures that nonpublic 

schools maintain independence in their 

admissions policies, curriculum, and other 

areas. 

Gov. Brad Little hasn’t yet made a statement 

on the bill, though he voiced support for 

school choice earlier this year. 

At his State of the State speech, Little 

proposed a $50 million private school choice 

program, provided the program be “fair, 

responsible, transparent, and accountable” 

while also preserving public school funding. 

But Idaho Education Association President 

Layne McInelly called on the governor to 

veto the bill, saying it doesn’t hold private 

schools accountable. McInelly called 

instead for “ending the state’s chronic 

underfunding of education.” 

McInelly criticized the bill for not ensuring 

compliance with state and federal 

discrimination laws, saying the bill is not 

transparent and fair “in the same ways 

public schools are accountable to elected 

officials, parents, and taxpayers.” 

Notably, private religious schools are not 

always able to implement various 

government requirements. Similar 

restrictions have prevented Catholic schools 

from being able to participate in school 

choice programs in Colorado and Maine.   

But the bill has received praise from 

organizations including the American 

Federation for Children. 

“With today’s vote, families in Idaho are on 

the verge of experiencing a dramatic 

expansion in private school choice, and we 

are eager to see it signed into law,” Ryan 

Cantrell, vice president of government 

affairs at the federation, said in 

a statement.  

President Donald Trump also expressed his 

support for the Idaho measure in 

a statement on Truth Social earlier this 

week.  

“Congratulations to Gov. Brad Little, and 

Idaho legislators, who are fighting to bring 

school choice to their beautiful state,” 

Trump said. “$50 million to empower 

parents to provide the very best education 

for their child — GREAT news for Idaho 

families. This bill, which has my complete 

and total support, MUST PASS!”  

Trump signed an executive order on Jan. 30 

to expand educational freedom and 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/billbookmark/?yr=2025&bn=H0093
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2025/02/19/private-education-tax-credit-bill-heads-to-idaho-governor/
https://www.idahoednews.org/top-news/state-of-the-state-little-calls-for-50-million-for-private-school-expenses/
https://idahoea.org/news/mcinelly-governor-little-should-veto-house-bill-93/
https://idahoea.org/news/mcinelly-governor-little-should-veto-house-bill-93/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257905/colorado-discriminated-against-catholic-preschools-judge-finds
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259243/christian-school-sues-maine-for-poison-pill-law-deterring-religious-schools-from-school-choice-program
https://www.federationforchildren.org/afc-celebrates-the-passage-of-the-idaho-parental-tax-credit/
https://www.federationforchildren.org/afc-celebrates-the-passage-of-the-idaho-parental-tax-credit/
https://www.federationforchildren.org/afc-celebrates-the-passage-of-the-idaho-parental-tax-credit/
https://x.com/TrumpDailyPosts/status/1891232350115406096
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-choice-end-radical-indoctrination
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
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opportunity for families by expanding 

school choice. 

School choice programs help low- and 

middle-income families send their children 

to private schools of their choice, including 

the nearly 6,000 Catholic schools across 

the nation. Following a record expansion of 

state school choice programs in 2023, 

the National Catholic Educational 

Association found that more than 1 in 10 

Catholic school students used school choice 

programs to help them attend Catholic 

school in the 2023-2024 school year.  

While the number of states offering school 

choice programs has rapidly risen in recent 

years, these programs are only in select 

states. Catholic leaders have voiced 

support for efforts to implement school 

choice on a national level through a $10 

billion federal school choice program. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/262333/first-ever-private-school-choice-bill-passes-

in-idaho  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://ncea.org/common/Uploaded%20files/Who%20We%20Are/Data/2023-2024-NCEA-Data-Brief.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256663/4-catholic-schools-in-the-us-that-are-keeping-the-faith
https://ncea.org/NCEA/How_We_Serve/News/Press_Releases/NCEA-Releases-2023-2024-Data-on-State-of-Catholic-Schools.aspx
https://ncea.org/NCEA/How_We_Serve/News/Press_Releases/NCEA-Releases-2023-2024-Data-on-State-of-Catholic-Schools.aspx
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/262223/catholic-leaders-push-for-10-dollars-billion-federal-school-choice-program
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/262223/catholic-leaders-push-for-10-dollars-billion-federal-school-choice-program
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/262333/first-ever-private-school-choice-bill-passes-in-idaho
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/262333/first-ever-private-school-choice-bill-passes-in-idaho
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Keeping It Real, One Poem and Police Investigation at A Time 

 

“For me, as a poet,” says poet, educator, and police officer Sarah Cortez, “my vocation or 

calling is to try to bring the heart of God, or how I understand God’s eternal sweep of creation to 

what I see day to day.” 

 

“Reality is not just what we see,” Sarah 

Cortez told me in a recent interview for the 

Ignatius Press podcast. “For me, as a poet,” 

she elaborated, “my vocation or calling is to 

try to bring the heart of God, or how I 

understand God’s eternal sweep of creation 

to what I see day to day.” 

And she has seen a lot. 

Cortez belongs to the cadre of great modern 

writers whose careers outside the literary 

world have inspired them in their poetry or 

prose. It may seem obvious, but it is worth 

remembering that a writer needs something 

to write about, and great insights about 

human nature may come from looking 

closely at one’s own day-to-day life. 

William Carlos Williams worked as a full-

time physician for forty years, and Wallace 

Stevens worked for just as long as an 

insurance lawyer. For her part, Cortez has 

served for twenty-six years as an officer in 

police departments in the Houston-Harris 

County area, and she has also worked as an 

Educational Specialist for the Harris County 

Department of Education. As a writer, she 

has published fourteen books, and she has 

received acclaim in the religious and secular 

press alike, winning the PEN Texas Literary 

Award. 

Cortez has also been at the vanguard of a 

growing number of influential Catholic 

writers and artists who are committed to an 

aesthetic program described by Joshua 

Hren as “contemplative realism.” As the 

ground beneath our feet feels less stable all 

the time, our art must avoid falling into 

different but equally dangerous traps of 

diversion and indulgence. Likewise, abstract 

art has veered too far away from even 

attempting to represent forms that resonate 

with the human experience. Today, as Hren 

argues in his manifesto, “to see clearly 

under such circumstances requires continual 

attentiveness, continual self-correction, 

continual communal reference to the visions 

of others similarly engaged. Ours must be an 

exacting examen that ever concludes with 

great gratitude to God.” 

But what should a modern Catholic poet 

choose to look at, describe, and ultimately 

give thanks for? 

How about a gun? 

As a poet and a cop, Cortez has long been in 

a unique position not only to describe 

danger and violence accurately but also to 

see the big picture of hope that lies beyond 

the broken pieces that she often encounters 

in places few people dare to go. She told me, 

For me as a police officer, being on 

the street, working cases, collecting 

evidence, having people shot, 

homicide cases–I, in particular, when 

I was on the streets, was an 

investigator as well as a trainer of 

investigators of sexual assault, so 

very, very, very tough kinds of 

realities…but I try to bring whatever 

I can understand about my 

perception of God’s eternal reality in 

creation to all of those situations…. 

God is with us all the time. In times 

of great joy, and times of great 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOj3b9UXVko
https://www.joshuahren.com/#/
https://www.joshuahren.com/#/
https://benedictinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Contemplative-Realism-A-Theological-Aesthetical-Manifesto-by-Joshua-Hren.pdf
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suffering. Most of what you see on 

the streets is great suffering, and I 

believe God is there and I believe the 

eternal timeline that is supposed to 

lead us back to God is there. 

And this brings us to the gun. Among 

Cortez’ many poems about policing, she 

authored a particularly haunting one in 2012 

called “The Secret.” In the third stanza, she 

writes, 

love your gun. Practice drawing until 

your arm is extruded machinery. 

The big grip in your big hand 

will cleave to palm, replacing all 

other knowledge. Clean its high 

performance parts as if you were 

swabbing the chambered mysteries 

of your own auricles and ventricles. 

The subject of Cortez’ poem may be 

unpalatable to those who resist the idea that 

a lethal weapon could be regarded as a gift 

from God. But Cortez challenges us to 

remember that in a fallen world, there are 

bad guys who have to be stopped. Some of 

them are really bad guys who are hell-bent 

on destruction. There are, therefore, things 

we must use to stop these bad guys, even if 

we may have no interest in picking them up 

ourselves, and even if we acknowledge they 

will not exist when the prince of peace 

reigns from a new Heaven over a new earth. 

After all, when the Lord returns and the 

nations are judged, the prophet Isaiah tells 

us “they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares” (Is. 2:4). But not yet. For 

now, guns exist, and we need people who 

know how to use them, even if as an 

absolute last resort. Accordingly, a cop treats 

her gun with a kind of reverence whose 

nuance only a poem can capture. “Love 

whatever can save your life,” Cortez writes. 

Likewise, the hunter may say, “Love 

whatever can feed your family” or the 

soldier may say, “Love whatever saves my 

homeland.” 

Nonetheless, some Catholic readers may 

balk. Shouldn’t poetry reflect spiritual ideals 

rather than wallow in the mire of this mortal 

world? But we should ask in return: What 

would Dante or Shakespeare say? What 

would Dostoevsky or Flannery O’Connor 

say? Should we look only at the empty tomb 

and never at the cross? Should we always 

expect miracles and never consider the 

sacredness of difficult activity that brings 

forth blessings? 

Cortez’ verse can be dark, like the 

claustrophobic, crime-ridden urban 

landscapes of classic Hollywood film noir. 

But her work does not invite despair. Rather, 

as Jon Bishop wrote here at Catholic 

World Report in 2023, “that which forces 

us to gaze at the most evil of acts also has us 

turn upward, toward the hereafter.” 

Likewise, Cortez’ cop poems do not present 

a romanticized view of pure lionhearts 

hunting down one-dimensional goons in 

back alleys. Rather, Cortez demonstrates 

that someone who knows violence all-too-

well is uniquely able to turn our attention 

above the things we wish were not true. 

At times, Cortez also reminds us that a life 

of sacrifice, duty, and danger can be just as 

mundane as anyone else’s. Police work, like 

any other occupation, provides an entrée for 

seeing the presence of God in the petty 

annoyances with which we can all identify. 

In a poem from her 2013 book, Cold Blue 

Steel called “After the Swearing-In,” Cortez 

writes, 

If 

you keep your nose clean and do 

a decent job, you’ll probably get 

passed over for promotion ‘cause 

suck-ups back at the station 

will get promoted first. 

https://www.rattle.com/the-secret-by-sarah-cortez/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/11/20/in-praise-of-sarah-cortezs-transcendent-poetry/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/11/20/in-praise-of-sarah-cortezs-transcendent-poetry/
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A police officer regularly faces peril, and in 

these instances, she gives thanks for her gun; 

but sometimes her challenges are as banal as 

anyone else’s. On a spiritual level, police 

work may feel more often like The 

Office than Miami Vice. Real poetry–

Catholic poetry–reflects these nuances. 

Emerging from the heights and depths of her 

real-world experience, Cortez has not 

confined herself to solitary writing. She 

founded and now presides over Catholic 

Literary Arts, an organization which 

describes itself as “a home for writers of 

faith,” where both aspiring and established 

authors can build community with each 

other, and where people of all ages may 

“enjoy spiritual and intellectual formation in 

the great literary traditions of Western 

civilization.” 

Cortez’ work with Catholic Literary Arts has 

given her even more rich life experiences, 

now away from the mean streets. She has 

taught poetry in places as diverse as senior 

facilities and juvenile detention centers, and 

she has overseen the work of many other 

Catholic creatives whose hearts are moved 

with zeal for transforming the culture. 

Selflessness is the focus of the Catholic 

Literary Arts mission statement, which notes 

how the “rich treasures of the Catholic 

Church may be more perfectly explored and 

used to draw all peoples to God.” 

In our conversation, Cortez elaborated 

further on the purpose of Catholic Literary 

Arts, emphasizing how the group seeks to 

mentor “Catholic writers of all ages,” but 

also “all people of good will.” There is no 

quibbling over whether a person must 

become a Catholic first, then a poet. It could 

just as easily work the other way. But for 

faithful Catholics who already have the 

writing bug, Catholic Literary Arts is 

designed to help them develop and publish 

poems, short stories, or novels they may 

have always wanted to get out to the world 

but lacked the know-how to realize. 

Perhaps most important of all, Cortez told 

me about the commitment shared by 

everyone at Catholic Literary Arts to teach 

traditional poetic forms to young people, 

who are invited to participate in an annual 

sacred poetry contest. She told me that they 

get around 1,000 entries from middle 

schoolers attending schools in the 

Archdiocese of Houston-Galveston, where 

Catholic Literary Arts is based. 

But contest requires a special kind of poem. 

From my own experience scribbling verse as 

a teenager and working on the literary 

magazine at my high school in the 1990s, I 

know youth poetry can often be 

embarrassingly bleak. Cringe, as the kids 

say. For this reason, Catholic Literary Arts 

asks students to write an ekphrastic poem–

that is, a poem which responds to a painting 

or another work of art. The stipulation does 

not deny that one day these kids will grow 

up to be police officers or boat captains or 

priests, thereby giving them their own rich 

source of writing material. But, until then, 

why not experiment with language while 

also learning to look at something 

appreciatively and critically? Immersing 

oneself in something beautiful with the goal 

of crafting a stylish verbal response is a sure 

bet against nihilism. 

When Cortez described her work with young 

people and the poetry contest to me, she 

radiated joy. In fact, for someone who has 

ventured so often into the shadows, and 

whose poetic output is often not cheery, 

Cortez’ personal demeanor consistently 

reveals a person of deep hope. 

Such is the Catholic thing, and such is the 

gift of great writing, because reality is 

devastating and wonderful, and God is in it 

all. Pay special attention to Sarah Cortez and 

https://www.catholicliteraryarts.org/
https://www.catholicliteraryarts.org/
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Catholic Literary Arts as Catholic writers 

seek to lead the world back to the real. 

 

Andrew Petiprin 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/19/keeping-it-real-one-poem-and-police-

investigation-at-a-time/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/19/keeping-it-real-one-poem-and-police-investigation-at-a-time/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/19/keeping-it-real-one-poem-and-police-investigation-at-a-time/
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Protesters Try to Nip Cannabis Dispensary Near NYC Catholic Elementary 

School in The Bud: ‘Something Will Happen Here’ 

 

Dozens of enraged protesters rallied in 

Queens Tuesday to nip in the bud a 

dispensary’s hopes of putting down 

roots just one block from a Catholic 

elementary school. 

The crowd of 40 concerned locals paraded 

outside the not-yet-opened Canna Buddha 

on 215th Street and 39th Avenue in Bayside, 

saying the Office of Cannabis Management 

(OCM) should never have allowed a permit 

for a cannabis shop. 

“No one likes it. The whole neighborhood is 

opposed to it. Kids walk home from school 

— I don’t want them to have that influence,” 

Paul DiBenedetto, chair of Queens 

Community Board 11, told The Post. 

CB 11’s licensing committee, which only 

serves in an advisory capacity, unanimously 

rejected Canna Budda Corp’s application in 

December — but the OCM moved forward 

with permit approval. 

Canna Buddha Corp — which has two 

locations in New Mexico — is still awaiting 

a Department of Buildings inspection. A 

stop work order by the agency was posted 

on the shop’s door, but the owner expects to 

open within the next two weeks. 

“We have done everything the state allowed 

us, the right thing by the community board 

as well as the neighborhood,” owner Abdul 

Hamid told The Post. 

But neighbors claim the shop’s mere 520-

foot distance from Sacred Heart Catholic 

Academy and its church is too close for 

comfort — even though it abides by the 

minimum 500-foot distance from schools. 

The church was even one of the protest’s 

main organizers, saying the distance flies in 

the face of 1,000-foot Drug-Free School 

Zone laws for public schools. 

“We do not want our students and families 

exposed to this new drug culture near our 

school,” John Quaglione of the Diocese of 

Brooklyn said. 

Other protesters shared the same sentiment, 

claiming that Canna Buddha would have 

made more sense along Bell Boulevard, the 

popular commercial strip just a quarter-mile 

west. 

“I think people aren’t distinguishing 

between what’s legal and what’s 

appropriate,” Bayside resident Tim Vance 

told The Post. 

Queens Republican Club member Arthur 

Ruggiero theorized the presence of cannabis 

could impact children’s health. 

“Marijuana lowers testosterone. It raises 

estrogen. It impairs your memory. It makes 

you more violent. It robs you of ambition — 

you don’t want to go out and work 

hard. That’s the worst thing to do to school 

kids — this is a very residential 

neighborhood.”  

Tom Zmich, a one-time state Republican 

congressional candidate, pointed out that 

there is already another cannabis shop in the 

neighborhood — and several illegal smoke 

shops. 

“The kids walking to school back and forth, 

it’s only a matter of time. Just like you see 

around the rest of the city — something will 

happen here,” Zmich fumed. 

Several protesters emphasized that they 

weren’t opposed to cannabis shops in 

general, and pointed out that the community 

https://nypost.com/2025/02/13/us-news/ny-may-allow-even-more-pot-shops-in-neighborhoods-but-some-merchants-say-change-would-put-them-out-of-business/
https://nypost.com/2025/02/13/us-news/ny-may-allow-even-more-pot-shops-in-neighborhoods-but-some-merchants-say-change-would-put-them-out-of-business/
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board had approved other applications in the 

past. 

But Carson Grant, owner of NY Elite 

Cannabis on Bell Blvd, said he received 

considerable “pushback” when he first 

opened his dispensary — with hateful 

neighbors alleging he was a “f–king 

criminal.” 

“Marijuana, unfortunately, is still 

stigmatized. I don’t understand it myself. I 

personally think all this backlash and 

everything should be towards liquor. 

Because liquor is the devil. Liquor kills 

people. Liquor causes all these health 

problems,” Grant, 47, told The Post, calling 

the protesters’ grievances against Canna 

Buddha “absurd.” 

Hamid echoed Grant’s statements, 

questioning how a dispensary would be any 

different than the multitude of bars that can 

be found scattered throughout Bayside. 

The idea that children would be affected by 

his shop in any capacity is nonsensical, he 

claimed. 

“Children can’t really come in in a 

dispensary. Maybe in a liquor store, they can 

walk in and can’t purchase, but in a 

dispensary, they can’t even get past the front 

door … We check their IDs the moment they 

walk in the door. I don’t see that’s a big 

concern. It’s like having a bar in the 

neighborhood,” Hamid said. 

 

Dorian Geiger and Katherine Donlevy 

https://nypost.com/2025/02/19/us-news/cannabis-dispensary-near-nyc-catholic-elementary-

school-draws-outrage/  
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Teaching Your Children About Abortion 

 

It is a question that has plagued parents for 

decades. When do we broach the subject of 

abortion with our children? What do we say 

and when do we say it? 

Tripp and Megan Almon are considered 

experts in the field of educating children on 

this difficult subject as well as other issues. 

So, we tackled the subject of how to talk 

with your children about abortion with them. 

The interview aired on our half-hour weekly 

radio program Straight Talk on Life Issues 

and podcast by the same name. 

Life Issues Institute believes many will 

benefit from the wise perspectives they 

offered so we encourage you to widely share 

this information with others. 

What is the first step of introducing your 

children to the value of human life? 

It can begin as early as the age of two or 

three. The first step is building a firm 

foundation. Teach them that they are a 

human being made in the image of God. 

When Megan asked her young daughter, 

“Why are you valuable?” The answer was, 

“Because I’m a human being made in the 

image of God.” This foundational realization 

is something parents can come back to time 

and again. 

That is the starting point. A simple common-

sense approach. 

Determining when parents should bring up 

the a-word may be a bit more challenging, 

but here is simple advice that will help. 

It depends. The job of parents is to hopefully 

stay one step ahead of the culture yet be 

careful not to introduce topics for which 

they are not ready. However, it is important 

to know what your children are being 

exposed to so you can be present to answer 

questions and provide guidance. 

When the topic of abortion comes up, put it 

in simple, general words that they can 

understand, building on the foundation you 

set with them earlier. 

For example, Megan referenced her work in 

pro-life apologetics. “Mommy helps people 

understand how valuable a baby is in the 

womb,” then she returned to the basic 

foundation. 

Megan recalls the real-life situation of a 

young Corrie Ten Boom, the heroic woman 

who hid Jews in her home during World War 

II. While on a train with her father she asked 

a question beyond her maturity. Her father 

didn’t respond until they got to their 

destination when he asked Corrie to carry 

his bag for him. Her obvious reply was that 

the bag was too heavy for her to carry. 

“The answer to your question,” said her 

loving father, “is just like my bag. It is too 

heavy for you now, so I’ll carry it for you 

until you are ready.” 

For children who are ready for more, they 

recommend a response like, “Some people 

don’t understand how valuable the baby’s 

life is in the womb, so they are willing to 

kill a baby’s life when she is still in the 

womb.” 

For younger children it depends upon what 

they have been exposed to. So, you can 

begin by asking them leading questions. 

“Why do you ask? Where did you hear the 

term abortion? What do you think it 

means?” These questions give you a better 

understanding of what they already know. 

As your child nears middle school you may 

be faced with pointed questions. When your 
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children come to you with direct questions, 

be as direct with your answers as possible. 

Megan and Tripp have found that it can be 

easier to deal with abortion questions from 

middle schoolers than adults. When these 

youth are presented with a clear case for the 

pro-life view, they are often eager and able 

to connect the dots. 

At what point should you discuss the 

realities of an actual abortion procedure? 

You might begin by presenting a positive 

case for the science behind making a choice 

for life. Everything that you are today was in 

the days-old embryo that you once were. 

The only things that were added were 

nutrition and maturation.  Making an unborn 

baby human in the mind of a child helps to 

build a case for rejecting abortion. 

This allows for the natural transition of 

making a philosophical case for life. There 

is no moral relevant difference between 

human embryos we once were and the adults 

we are today. 

If the child states that the human embryos 

don’t look like us, ask the child if a person’s 

looks make them more valuable? We’re 

back to the foundation. If they say, “But the 

embryo doesn’t speak.” Our response can 

be, “Is your ability to speak what makes you 

valuable?” Of course not. Everything that 

applies to the born individual can morally 

and philosophically be applied to the unborn 

child. 

Which brings us to a more detailed 

discussion of the actual abortion procedure. 

The maturity of the child determines how 

you proceed. If the child asks for those 

details, it is an indication that he/she is ready 

for the answers. Realize that the 

conversation includes graphic specifics such 

as extensive pain and bleeding resulting 

from chemical abortion pills, 

dismemberment and extraction of an older 

unborn baby, often collapsing the skull so 

the largest part of the baby can be pulled 

from the womb. 

During the high school and college years, 

teach your children how to become pro-life 

and share that view with others. Challenge 

the kids by asking them how they would 

respond to a young woman in the online 

video clip demanding an unlimited right to 

govern her own body. Let them sit in the 

struggle and wrestle through it with their 

thoughts, forcing them to do the hard work 

now. Allow the conversation to unfold while 

you are available to provide guidance and 

ideas. 

Unfortunately, many college students 

haven’t been challenged on abortion. They 

shouldn’t be hidden away but must be 

trained for the battlefield of ideas. Megan 

and Tripp don’t want their children and 

today’s youth to merely survive. They want 

them to be equipped to thrive and be agents 

of transformation for what is true, good, and 

beautiful. 

Help lead them to a conclusion, not just tell 

them what to think. 

In summary 

Six Years: Build a foundation of why you 

are valuable. You are a valuable human 

being because you were made in the image 

of God. Questions about abortion should be 

answered in very general terms. 

Ten Years: Build on the foundation, begin 

to look at science. What is a human being? 

How does he or she start? Where did you 

hear the term abortion? What do you think it 

means? 

Twelve Years: A time when you are likely 

to get direct questions. If so, explain exactly 

what is happening with abortion. Focus on 

the beauty of developing human life within 

the womb. 
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Sixteen Years: Begin the transition to let 

them struggle with the question of abortion. 

Challenge their views. Mention hearing 

about abortion in the news and ask for their 

thoughts. Help them build their knowledge 

on science, love and God’s will for human 

life while you are there to help steer the 

process when needed. 

To access the full podcast interview with 

Tripp and Megan Almon, as well as 

available resources, please scan the QR 

code. 

Remember that your children are listening 

less to what you say and watching more of 

what you do. Be true to your beliefs and 

your children will be more likely to carry 

your legacy of morals and values into the 

next generation. 

 

Life Issues Institute 

https://lifeissues.org/news/teaching-your-children-about-abortion/  
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Church and Science: What’s to Be Made of The History? The Future? 

 

This is the conclusion of a seven-part series that has gone in-depth into three scientific issues in 

which the Church got involved. One is Galileo. The others are less known. 

 

Science is central to modern life. It is 

because of science that you are 

reading Aleteia on a screen, via the internet, 

not on paper, by the light of an oil lamp. 

This series of articles (click here for the 

whole series) dives deep into the story of the 

Catholic Church and science. The story goes 

back a long way. It is still unfolding today. It 

is not the story you might think you know. 

But it is a story you should know, exactly 

because science is so central to modern life. 

~ 

This seven-part series has been a deep dive 

into the story of the Catholic Church and 

Science, revealing an ongoing struggle to 

figure out science. Solid scientific ideas 

have prompted re-evaluations of 

interpretations of Scripture. The imperfect 

process of evaluating and accommodating 

scientific discovery is almost as old as the 

Church itself.  

Questions lurk in the background, however. 

One of these is certainly, “What about how 

the Church treated Galileo?” We have seen 

how imperfect the Church’s processes for 

dealing with scientific questions can be. We 

have also seen how science can go wrong in 

ways so consequential that some sorts of 

processes for dealing with such questions 

will be necessary. Because they will involve 

people, they will be imperfect.  

But the processes brought against Galileo 

were more than just imperfect. The Catholic 

writers whose work on evolution was the 

subject of complaints to the Vatican in the 

late 19th century were perhaps unofficially 

asked to retract their work. Retractions — 

of, for example, articles in scientific journals 

— are not uncommon even today. But 

Galileo was sentenced to prison and then 

perpetual house arrest. What of that? 

Galileo had the misfortune to run afoul of a 

powerful man, Pope Urban VIII. At one 

time, Urban had addressed Galileo “as a 

brother” and had written poetry praising 

Galileo’s telescopic discoveries. Before the 

publication of Galileo’s Dialogue, Urban’s 

powerful nephew had said that Galileo had 

“no better friend” than Urban, and Urban 

had granted Galileo an audience. After 

the Dialogue’s publication, Urban would 

explode into anger at Galileo’s name.  

Urban could deal coldly with things that 

angered him. Once, he had the birds in the 

papal garden killed when their noise became 

a bother. He silenced Galileo, too. 

Nothing excuses Urban, but recall that the 

early 17th century was a different time than 

the late 19th century. Consider the African-

American astronomer, Benjamin Banneker, 

who argued in a letter to Thomas Jefferson 

that people of African descent were indeed 

true human beings. The story goes that 

Banneker had been taught to read and write 

by his Welsh grandmother. She had fled to 

the New World to escape a possible death 

sentence, for petty theft. Consider Claes 

Visscher’s panorama of London in 1616. 

Visible atop London Bridge are heads, 

impaled on poles, of executed people. Those 

grisly heads were there to be seen by even 

the youngest children crossing the bridge 

with their parents. Consider that in this same 

time, people from Africa were first being 

https://aleteia.org/tag/church-and-science
https://aleteia.org/tag/church-and-science
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brought to what is now the USA to be 

slaves. A pope abusing his power and 

unleashing his wrath on a former friend is a 

reprehensible abuse — one more in a 

century full of them.  

Another question might be, “Doesn’t the 

Church always lose in these confrontations 

with science?” After all, despite the abuse 

brought to bear against Galileo, the Vatican 

failed to “completely eliminate” 

heliocentrism (to borrow the Vatican’s 

language of Galileo’s time). Indeed, 

heliocentrism prevailed. The Earth circles 

the sun. Scripture has been reinterpreted to 

accommodate, just like it was with Genesis 

and the “two great lights.” 

No, it does not always lose. Consider the 

situation with evolution. Yes, in many ways, 

evolution has prevailed much like 

heliocentrism did. A striking example of the 

Catholic Church reinterpreting Scripture to 

accommodate an evolutionary view of the 

universe is the proclamation of “The 

Nativity of Jesus Christ from the Roman 

Martyrology,” often recited during the 

celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours on 

December 24 and before Midnight Mass at 

Christmas. Traditionally, this text stated that 

Christ was born in “the year from the 

creation of the world, when in the beginning 

God created heaven and earth, five thousand 

one hundred and ninety-nine.” Today, the 

text states that Christ was born “when ages 

beyond number had run their course from 

the creation of the world.”  

But the evolution that has prevailed is a 

monogenistic evolution. No reputable 

scientists today proclaim that there are 

different species of human (-like) creatures 

like the scientific racists did in the 19th 

century. The “most holy dogma” of the unity 

of humankind has prevailed, while the work 

of those scientists is now called “pseudo” 

science.  

But the unity of humankind did not prevail 

because of some Vatican decree intended to 

protect it and to “completely eliminate” 

polygenism and scientific racism. We might 

wish that a decree could have squelched 

those ideas and remedied “the disorder and 

the harm” (to again borrow the Vatican’s 

language) that derived from them. They and 

their offspring, eugenics, thrived for 

decades, to the detriment of many, especially 

those with the least power. Those with the 

least power needed the Vatican. They were 

abused by science gone wrong. Yet scholars 

who have studied the evolution case suggest 

that the Vatican’s actions were constrained 

by the shadow of the Galileo case. 

A story still unfolding 

The history of the Vatican’s efforts to 

confront evolution reflects the need for a 

process, a committee, a Congregation, even 

if imperfect, for confronting fallible science. 

The history of the Vatican’s efforts to 

confront heliocentrism reflects the need for 

vigilance in ensuring that process is not 

abused. Both histories need an 

understanding of the Church’s much older 

confrontation with the matter of the “two 

great lights” of Genesis 1. 

And that brings us to a third 

question: “Hasn’t the Vatican apologized for 

all this already?” That is unclear. In 1979, 

the new Pope John Paul II told the Pontifical 

Academy of Sciences that he hoped that 

“theologians, scholars, and 

historians, animated by a spirit of 

sincere collaboration, will study 

the Galileo case more deeply and, in 

frank recognition of wrongs from 

whatever side they come, dispel the 

mistrust that still opposes, in many 

minds, a fruitful concord between 

science and faith”. 

In 1992 he again spoke to the Academy, 

after a Vatican commission had studied the 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/12/catholic-church-and-science-1-st-augustine-and-great-lights
https://aleteia.org/2024/11/12/catholic-church-and-science-1-st-augustine-and-great-lights
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Galileo case. That speech is often 

interpreted as a sort of apology to Galileo. 

It was not quite that, but the pope did 

describe the Galileo case as a “tragic mutual 

incomprehension.” He also said that “the 

new science, with its methods and the 

freedom of research which they implied, 

obliged theologians to examine their own 

criteria of scriptural interpretation. Most of 

them did not know how to do so.”  

“Paradoxically,” the pope continued, 

“Galileo, a sincere believer, showed himself 

to be more perceptive in this regard than the 

theologians who opposed him.” The pope 

mentioned Galileo’s famous letter to 

Christine de Lorraine (mother of the Grand 

Duke of Tuscany and occasionally de facto 

ruler of Tuscany herself). The letter, the 

pope said, is “like a short treatise on biblical 

hermeneutics.” 

The pope did not mention the case of the 

“two great lights” of Genesis. According to 

Fr. George V. Coyne, S.J., Director of the 

Vatican Observatory at the time and a 

member of the Galileo Commission, the 

commission lacked any historian of science. 

It seems that the “two great lights” case, 

widely known in Galileo’s time, escaped the 

notice of the Commission and the pope. 

Theologians of that time who knew the “two 

great lights” surely did know how “to 

examine their own criteria of scriptural 

interpretation.” 

Even the letter to Christine de Lorraine is a 

tricky business. Galileo in that letter insisted 

that astronomers must not be asked to 

“protect themselves against their own 

observations and demonstrations,” to “do the 

impossible.” He went on to urge that 

knowledgeable people “should see more 

clearly that it is not within the power of the 

practitioners of demonstrative sciences to 

change opinion at will.” Likewise, “no 

creature has the power of making [the 

arguments of Copernicus] true or false, 

contrary to what they happen to be by nature 

and de facto. So it seems more advisable to 

first become sure about the necessary and 

immutable truth of the matter, over which no 

one has control.”  

It all sounds very good, but Christine de 

Lorraine was not doubting Galileo’s 

observations — things that anyone with a 

good telescope could replicate. She was 

doubting his interpretation of those 

observations. Moreover, the scientific racist 

Van Evrie (see Part 3 in this series) used 

language similar to Galileo’s letter: 

“We cannot believe that which 

we know to be untrue, and to affect 

such belief however good the motive 

may seem, must necessarily debauch 

and demoralize the whole moral 

structure.... The fact of distinct races 

or rather the existence of species of 

Caucasian, Mongols, Negroes, etc., 

are physical facts, subject to the 

senses, and it is beyond the control 

of the will to refuse assent to their 

actual presence…. [We must] bow to 

that fixed and immutable standard of 

truth which the Eternal has planted in 

the very heart of things.” 

Imperfection has been central to our story of 

the Catholic Church and science, so it 

should not be a surprise to find that even 

John Paul II’s Galileo Commission, the 

process he put in motion to evaluate the 

processes of evaluating science, should be 

imperfect. Thus, the story is still unfolding 

today as we consider overlooked parts of the 

story that go way back, like the “two great 

lights.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states 

that true science “can never conflict with 

faith, because the things of the world and the 

things of faith derive from the same God 

[CCC 159].” With both scientists and 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/04/why-would-the-vatican-meddle-in-science-to-correct-it
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Churchmen being imperfect, it is 

that “true” part that is so difficult. Around 

this matter of science so much of the 

Church-and-science story has seemed to 

unfold, and no doubt will continue to unfold. 

~ 

This series is based on the paper “The 

Vatican and the Fallibility of Science”, 

presented by Christopher M. Graney at 

the “Unity & Disunity in 

Science” conference at the University of 

Notre Dame, April 4-6, 2024. The paper, 

which is available through ArXiv (click 

here), contains details and references for the 

interested reader. 

The paper, and this Aleteia series, expands 

on ideas developed by Graney and Vatican 

Observatory Director Br. Guy Consolmagno, 

S.J. in their 2023 book, published by Paulist 

Press, When Science Goes Wrong: The 

Desire and Search for Truth (click here). 

This last part of the series also draws from 

George V. Coyne, “The Church’s Most 

Recent Attempt to Dispel the Galileo Myth” 

in G. Teres (ed.), Faith and Knowledge: 

Towards a New Meeting of Science and 

Theology (Città del Vaticano: Libreria 

Editrice Vaticana, 2007), 146-170; partially 

reprinted in C. M. Graney (ed.), From the 

Director: Selected Works of Fr. George V. 

Coyne, S.J. (Vatican Observatory 

Foundation, 2021), 222-239. It also draws 

from the Vatican Observatory’s Sacred 

Space Astronomy blog. 

 

Christopher M. Graney  

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/17/church-and-science-whats-to-be-made-of-the-history-the-future  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.nd.edu/hpstv-conference/home/unity-disunity-in-science-philosophical-historical-and-theological-perspectives-spring-2024/
https://sites.nd.edu/hpstv-conference/home/unity-disunity-in-science-philosophical-historical-and-theological-perspectives-spring-2024/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2403.05516
https://arxiv.org/abs/2403.05516
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/5664-1/when-science-goes-wrong.aspx
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/5664-1/when-science-goes-wrong.aspx
https://www.vaticanobservatory.org/sacred-space-astronomy/science-vs-religion-dont-root-for-science-here/
https://www.vaticanobservatory.org/sacred-space-astronomy/science-vs-religion-dont-root-for-science-here/
https://aleteia.org/2025/02/17/church-and-science-whats-to-be-made-of-the-history-the-future
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The Death of Woke Hollywood and The Impoverishment of Our Culture 

 

We are witnessing a full-scale cultural swing away from the progressive policies and agendas 

that have defined the operations of major American institutions for the past decade, from 

education to government to media to entertainment. 

 

Something more than a presidency was 

inaugurated on January 20th. We are 

witnessing a full-scale cultural swing away 

from the progressive policies and agendas 

that have defined the operations of major 

American institutions for the past decade, 

from education to government to media to 

entertainment.  

Recognizing that public opinion has shifted 

tectonically, leaders in these industries are 

hastening to align themselves with the new 

paradigm. Many corporations are 

scrapping their diversity, equity, and 

inclusion programs. Universities 

are conducting some soul-searching and 

dialing back their political activism. Tech 

magnates like Jeff Bezos and Mark 

Zuckerberg have suddenly expressed an 

intention to make their platforms more 

balanced and unbiased. And all federal DEI 

offices are closing as of this week. 

Hollywood may be slower than some 

industries to recognize the change of cultural 

tune, although we already see signs of a 

course correction. The media surrounding 

Hollywood certainly recognizes the end of 

an era in entertainment. “Is the Awkward 

‘Diversity Era’ of Hollywood Behind Us?” 

runs one December 2024 headline, and this 

not from some staunch conservative outlet 

but from, of all places, The New York 

Times. In the column, Kabir Chibber makes 

some observations that would never have 

graced the pages of the Times just a few 

years ago.  

Chibber argues that the diversity-obsessed 

pictures of the past decade form their own 

peculiar and slightly embarrassing period of 

cinematic history—one on which the curtain 

has gone down. With barely suppressed 

sarcasm, he writes,  

Looking back, you can see a period 

when identitarian politics were in 

cultural ascendancy. . .What was 

particular to the Hollywood of the 

2010’s was the way these politics 

fused with the industry’s insatiable 

demand for sequels, spinoffs and 

reboots, giving us a curious and 

mercenary new invention: the 

inclusive multimillion-dollar 

blockbuster. (The BIPOCbuster, if 

you will.) It’s the same old thing, but 

with a bold and visionary new twist: 

fewer white guys. 

The Telegraph, too, asserts that the age of 

politically-charged movies is ending. “Last 

time the US elected a certain Ronsealed 

former TV-show host as head of state, 

Hollywood overtly sided against him, 

styling itself as the pop-cultural wing of the 

resistance,” Robbie Collin observes. “A fat 

lot of good that did. Popular studio 

franchises grew shrill and hectoring, and the 

publicity tours to promote them even more 

so.” Filmmakers became unable to separate 

a shallow, narrow political narrative from 

the serious business of making art. Collin 

notes a few recent pictures, such as Twisters, 

that he considers a breath of fresh air due to 

their nonpolitical nature, and he even claims 

https://www.livenowfox.com/news/companies-roll-back-dei-policies
https://thefederalist.com/2024/12/31/higher-education-leaders-finally-start-to-realize-their-entire-industry-is-worthless/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/siladityaray/2024/10/29/bezos-says-presidential-endorsements-create-a-perception-of-bias-as-he-defends-washington-post/
https://about.fb.com/news/2025/01/meta-more-speech-fewer-mistakes/
https://about.fb.com/news/2025/01/meta-more-speech-fewer-mistakes/
https://www.zerohedge.com/political/all-federal-dei-offices-be-closed-wednesday-eod-workers-put-paid-leave-white-house
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/04/magazine/diversity-era-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/04/magazine/diversity-era-movies.html
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that “2024 was the year in which Hollywood 

began to move into its post-woke era.” 

There’s no question that Hollywood is 

struggling financially, with Disney in 

particular releasing flop after flop, partly 

because of its overzealous adoption of 

wokism. And the one thing studio executives 

love more than politics is profits. The 

financial success of less politically engaged 

films such as Top Gun: 

Maverick, Oppenheimer, Twisters, 

and Inside Out 2 forces studios to reckon 

with reality: moviegoers are tired of being 

preached to at the theater. And if there are 

economic incentives to make non-woke 

movies, studios will start making more of 

them. That trend will likely continue to 

shape the face of the industry in the coming 

years. For better or worse, entertainment 

must conform to demand or face extinction. 

If there are economic incentives to 

make non-woke movies, studios 

will start making more of them. 

That trend will likely continue to 

shape the face of the industry in 

the coming years. 

But the film industry has a deeper problem 

than just pandering to progressive agendas, 

and it will take more than abandoning 

outworn politics to revive the film industry. 

It’s as if the race-swapping, gender-

swapping, and sexual-deviancy-affirming 

act was a facade to cover the industry’s 

imaginative bankruptcy—a great, big, CGI-

generated placeholder for a film’s 

“message,” when all that’s really there is a 

blank green screen. Most mainstream films 

have come to lack any artistic, religious, or 

philosophical substance, and the DEI 

preaching was a desperate attempt to give 

some grounding to movies that would 

otherwise be overblown, artificial, and 

meaningless fluff. (Of course it was a failed 

attempt.) 

This also helps explain the relentless barrage 

of spin-offs and sequels in the past decade, 

alluded to by Chibber. Ross Douthat has 

argued that the ceaseless rehashing of the 

same tired franchises and TV shows is a 

symptom of a deeper cultural stagnation, 

decadence, and decay. Douthat defines 

decadence as “economic stagnation, 

institutional decay and cultural and 

intellectual exhaustion at a high level of 

material prosperity and technological 

development.” It’s hard to think of a better 

definition for modern Hollywood than that.  

Today’s filmmakers have enormous budgets, 

all the latest gadgets and gizmos, all the 

high-tech equipment, and endless computer 

wizardry to produce sleek, glossy, larger-

than-life images. The only problem is that 

those images are not only larger-than-life, 

they’re lacking in life. These colorful yet 

stale movies are like a death mask, covering 

the features of corpse-like culture with the 

appearance of life. Original and innovative 

film ideas of the ’70s, ’80s, and ’90s have 

decelerated into behemothic, lackluster 

franchises that just retell the same stories 

again and again—with lower quality each 

time. 

The reality is that we’re living off of 

borrowed cultural capital, and it’s running 

out. The popular art we’re producing is like 

a feeble plant trying to draw sustenance 

from highly impoverished soil. Our cultural 

soil is as dead and degraded as the literal dirt 

in our massive corn and soybean fields. 

How do you make good soil? You put dead 

things in it. And you give the dead matter 

time to decompose and percolate, to form 

the basis of new life. 

The same holds for cultural soil. We need to 

re-fertilize our cultural soil with the long-

neglected treasures of our Western heritage, 

classic works that are old enough and wise 

enough to form good soil, to be able to 

https://www.seattletimes.com/business/as-hollywood-struggles-the-regions-economy-feels-the-pain/
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/as-hollywood-struggles-the-regions-economy-feels-the-pain/
https://intellectualtakeout.org/2023/11/is-woke-disney-dying/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/07/opinion/sunday/western-society-decadence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/07/opinion/sunday/western-society-decadence.html
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support new creative life. I’m not talking 

anymore about movies from the late-20th 

century, which is, culturally speaking, 

yesterday. I’m talking about classic 

imaginative works going all the way back to 

Homer’s Iliad. 

The problem is that writers today are simply 

uneducated in this original source material. 

They have not encountered the riches of our 

Western heritage—the true, deep, timeless 

works and ideas that nourished our society 

for so many centuries. You cannot write 

philosophically dense and artistically 

profound works if you have no knowledge 

of philosophy or the great works of poetry of 

the past.  

Screenwriters need to be trained in—

steeped in—the classics, both literary and 

cinematic. It’s not enough to know the “Save 

the Cat!” Beat Sheet forward and backward. 

Formulas like that are means to help tell a 

story, but they do not account for the 

substance of the story itself. Art must 

comment on the human condition, which 

you cannot do if you have no understanding 

of the human condition to begin with.  

First, writers must learn about humanity 

from “the best that has been thought and 

said,” in Matthew Arnold’s phrase, and only 

then might they, very cautiously, try to enter 

into that great conversation with their own 

piece of art. They should be reading 

Shakespeare before they ever pick up 

Snyder. 

A story that merely hits expected plot points 

but with no philosophical underpinning is 

something artificial, transitory, 

substanceless—like fast food. And just like 

eating too much fast food makes us sick in 

body, consuming too much artificial 

storytelling will make us sick in our souls. 

 

Walker Larson 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/the-death-of-woke-hollywood-and-the-impoverishment-of-

our-culture  
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A Catholic Parents’ Guide to Helping Kids Use YouTube Safely 

 

Here’s how you can help your children navigate the popular digital platform more safely and 

with more discernment. 

 

YouTube is one of those digital platforms 

that can be very useful, but can also be a 

great cause for concern. One innocent search 

for “funny cat videos” can somehow lead to 

a disturbing warren of inappropriate 

material. 

It's not surprising that this incredible means 

of entertainment is highly popular, but it 

also requires a lot of guidance when it 

comes to our children. As Catholic parents, 

we are called to be the primary educators of 

our children, especially in forming their 

moral compass. Therefore, it's important to 

ensure our little ones enjoy YouTube while 

avoiding its pitfalls. 

Here are a few suggestions to help parents 

and children navigate YouTube more safely, 

and with an approach that is in line with 

their family's faith: 

[1] Set Up YouTube Kids — But Don’t Set 

It and Forget It 

YouTube Kids is a great starting point, 

offering age-appropriate content and 

parental controls. But don’t assume that just 

because a video appears there, it’s 

automatically good. Algorithms aren’t 

perfect, and sometimes strange or even 

inappropriate videos sneak in. Regularly 

check what your children are watching, and 

remember: technology is a tool and does not 

have the watchful eye of a parent or 

babysitter! 

 

 

[2] Use Parental Controls and Restricted 

Mode 

For older children who use regular YouTube, 

Restricted Mode can help filter out 

inappropriate content. Additionally, creating 

a family account allows you to monitor 

watch history. Keep in mind, though, that 

filters are not foolproof — sometimes they 

block good content, and other times they let 

questionable stuff slip through. That’s why 

real-life parental oversight is key. 

[3] Watch Together When Possible 

We totally appreciate that not everyone has 

time to sit through 47 episodes of a talking 

train learning life lessons, or they're not 

inclined to watch the same episode of their 

child's favorite series for the 1,000th time. 

But whenever possible, watch with your 

kids or at least check in on their screen time. 

This gives you opportunities to discuss what 

they’re seeing, reinforce positive values, and 

guide them in making good choices. 

[4] Teach Discernment 

In a world full of information (and 

misinformation), kids need to learn how to 

tell good content from bad. Encourage them 

to ask questions: Who made this video? Is it 

teaching something true? Does it reflect the 

values of our faith? When they hear 

something questionable, guide them to 

compare it with Scripture and Church 

teachings. 

[5] Encourage Quality Content 

There’s a lot of wonderful content out there 

that aligns with Catholic values — saint 
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stories, faith-based animations, and 

educational programs that nurture virtue. 

Help your kids find these gems so they 

aren’t just watching whatever the algorithm 

feeds them. Channels like Catholic Kids 

Media, Brother Francis, and Bible-based 

cartoons can make faith-filled learning fun. 

[6] Limit Screen Time Wisely 

As Pope Francis reminds us, digital media 

should not replace real human relationships. 

Set boundaries around YouTube use, 

ensuring that it doesn’t interfere with prayer, 

family time, or outdoor play. A little “off-

screen” balance goes a long way in raising 

well-rounded children. 

[7] Pray for Guidance 

As with all parenting challenges, prayer is 

our greatest tool. Ask for wisdom in 

navigating the digital world with your 

children. Seek the intercession of saints like 

St. Clare of Assisi (patron saint of television 

and media) to help guide your family’s 

media choices. 

YouTube can be an amazing place for 

learning, laughter, and inspiration — but 

only when used wisely. By staying engaged, 

setting boundaries, and teaching 

discernment, we can help our children 

develop good digital habits that align with 

their Catholic faith. 

 

Cerith Gardiner 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/16/a-catholic-parents-guide-to-helping-kids-use-youtube-safely  
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Leading All Children to Christ 

 

Rooted in 109 years of Catholicism, St. Rita 

School for the Deaf is the only PK-12 

Catholic school for the Deaf in the U.S., 

expanded to welcome all students with 

communication disabilities—with and 

without hearing loss. Guided by Jesus’ 

message, “Let the children come to me” 

(Matthew 19:14) and with support from 

signing priests and religious sisters, we 

strive to help students understand God’s love 

and cultivate meaningful relationships. 

Developing the whole child involves 

creating a barrier-free environment. In this 

vein, all staff at St. Rita use sign language 

and multiple methods of communication. 

Research indicates that a multisensory, 

multimodal approach fosters inclusivity to 

support students’ academic and emotional 

selves. Our comprehensive communication 

approach utilizes American Sign Language 

(ASL), speech, visuals and augmentative 

communication (AAC) to illustrate 

concepts. A print-rich environment and 

technology ensure a total communication 

approach, promoting full communication 

without limits. Students have positive 

Christian role models who are Deaf and 

hearing. We are blessed to invite Deaf 

priests, one of whom is our alum, to join our 

student retreats. 

God answered our offertory petitions for 

more signing religious; hearing priests now 

visit to learn sign language and participate in 

classrooms so they can be involved with the 

d/Deaf community. The Carmelite 

Daughters of St. Elias also join us to learn 

ASL, sharing their religious experiences and 

opening pathways to religious life. There is 

growing community interest in learning ASL 

and connecting with Deaf culture. To 

support this, the school offers Wednesday 

night sign language classes and enrollment 

increased by 20 percent this year, 

highlighting a strong community interest. 

St. Rita also collaborates with other Catholic 

schools offering ASL to develop more 

Catholic prayers and resources in sign 

language, broadening accessibility to 

Catholic traditions and inclusiveness for all 

ASL users, extending beyond its campus. 

We bring the message of Christ to life 

through Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and 

prayer services. Every liturgical service and 

dramatic performance is expressed in ASL 

and spoken English to be accessible to 

students with communication and language 

needs. Morning prayer begins every day and 

students receive the First Friday blessing 

every month. These Masses are open to the 

public, connecting students with the 

community. We incorporate hymns and 

praise with music and rhythm in ASL. 

Confession is offered in each child’s 

preferred language. 

We live the liturgical seasons through 

reenactments of the Nativity and the 

presentation of a large, interactive nativity 

scene. A Jesse tree is displayed in our 

community room and Advent wreaths are 

prayed in classrooms. During Lent, we use 

liturgical drama with Stations of the Cross 

acted out by staff and students in ASL; 

fasting (meat) is practiced on Ash 

Wednesday and Lenten Fridays. We also 

honor Mary with a “May Crowning” and 

celebrate St. Rita’s feast day with school-

wide activities. 

Our prayer services and retreats develop the 

spiritual needs of the whole child. 

Sacramental preparation for Reconciliation, 

First Communion and Confirmation focuses 

on living a good Christian life through 

individualized support. We provide modified 

https://www.srsdeaf.org/
https://www.srsdeaf.org/
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visuals for full participation in confession. 

Each year, we choose a scripture theme, 

integrating it into school events, professional 

development and classroom activities to root 

our community in a sacred message of faith 

and action. 

Our dedicated teachers adapt lessons with 

visual aids, ensuring all students enjoy 

meaningful engagement with their faith. We 

collaborated with Loyola Press to adapt 

curriculum materials. Faculty spent 

countless hours modifying text and 

enhancing concepts with visual aids. This 

commitment reflects our belief that all 

students deserve meaningful engagement 

with their faith. 

In response to inadequate resources, we 

created a digital library of videos tailored for 

accessibility, connecting to Catholic events 

and social action initiatives. Catholic staff 

translate traditional prayers into ASL, 

creating accessible Biblical devotions 

incorporating visuals and applications. 

These resources are shared on social media 

to benefit both hearing and Deaf 

communities. Modified visual prayers on 

students’ AAC devices allow for 

independent prayer. Scripture lessons are 

shared in morning announcements, with 

plans to include contributions from ASL 

programs at other Catholic high schools. 

Students and faculty eagerly anticipate 

Catholic Schools Week activities and service 

projects. During this week, students engage 

in age-appropriate service initiatives—

binding Bibles for global distribution, 

creating blessing bags, sewing blankets for 

the Carmelite Daughters of St. Elias to share 

with the homeless, writing prayer cards for 

those in need and assembling birthday boxes 

for local food pantries. 

Students receive classroom instruction and 

hands-on experience through off-campus 

work opportunities at various businesses. 

Recognizing that all students are created by 

God for a specific purpose, our work-study 

program enables 7-12-grade students to 

explore different careers, gaining practical 

experiences beyond the classroom. By 

graduation, all students obtain skills and 

work experience that make them 

employable. 

Graduates of our school are equipped with 

the knowledge, skills and self-esteem 

needed for fulfilling their God-given talents. 

They develop a positive identity, gain 

confidence, discipline and leadership 

qualities, enabling them to be productive 

citizens. The school emphasizes the 

importance of faith, using innovative 

resources to educate students about the love 

of Jesus Christ and the Holy Trinity, 

fostering their ability to learn and grow in 

faith. 

 

NCEATALK 

https://nceatalk.org/2025/01/leading-all-children-to-christ/  
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Hope as Innovation 

 

Being willing to try new things is a common 

expectation in job descriptions for educators 

in Catholic schools, whether stated explicitly 

or not. No one serious about working in a 

Catholic school would say, “I am unwilling 

to try new things.” Being willing to try new 

things from the perspective of instructional 

strategy comes with the territory for 

Catholic school educators today. Numerous 

educator-saints in our history have modeled 

for us the necessity of “innovation” if by 

that term we mean sharing the gospel 

message and its invitation to discipleship 

with the young in new ways that will draw 

them closer to Jesus. In this light, a school’s 

capacity for innovation is not merely a 

luxury. By studying the life and ministry of 

Jesus, innovation might be seen more 

accurately as a demand of the gospel. 

This past summer, I had the opportunity to 

visit the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa 

Fe, NM. One of her pieces of art that caught 

my attention was her 1914 work Untitled 

(Horse), which was painted in the style of 

pointillism—using many dots of color that 

blend when viewed from a distance. For 

O’Keeffe, this experiment with pointillism 

represented an attempt to develop her own 

technique as a young artist. Considering 

O’Keeffe’s experiment as a metaphor for 

innovation, Catholic school educators 

certainly need to be willing to risk trying out 

new instructional and assessment strategies 

for students, particularly when those 

strategies are informed by research. 

However, there is a domain of innovation in 

Catholic education that remains relevant and 

at the heart of our mission, no matter what 

generation of students pass through the halls 

of our schools. This is the innovation 

animated by the Incarnation of Jesus. No 

innovation is more seismic in its impact than 

the “unique and altogether singular event of 

the Incarnation of the Son of God” (CCC 

464). The lens of the Incarnation is a “first 

principle.” This fundamental innovation of 

Catholic education has enabled the Catholic 

intellectual tradition to wrestle with the 

relationship between faith and reason over 

the centuries. Such a dynamic has produced 

intellectual and spiritual richness that has 

shaped and molded countless individuals, 

entire societies and historical eras. 

As important as innovative strategies are in 

the classroom and to the operational vitality 

of our schools, there is a need to constantly 

return to an innovative worldview made 

possible only by the Incarnation of Jesus. It 

is not just our instructional strategies that 

need innovation. Our way of looking at the 

world needs innovation. We do well to 

remember Jesus’s rebuke of Peter: “You are 

thinking not as God does, but as human 

beings do” (Mk 8:33). The Incarnation 

offers us the gift of spiritual eyes that 

change how we look at and live in the world. 

The Incarnation allows those who work in 

Catholic schools to talk about the virtue of 

hope at the deep level of the soul that is in 

touch with the divine. In his general 

audience, Pope Francis stated: 

“But the Birth of Christ, inaugurating 

redemption, speaks to us of a 

different hope, a dependable, visible 

and understandable hope, because it 

is founded in God” (December 21, 

2016). 

Hope is innovative because it is enabled by 

the Incarnation, allowing any vague 

preconceptions about this theological virtue 

to be transformed into something now 

accessible to us as disciples of Jesus. 
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Teachers in Catholic schools are uniquely 

positioned to lead their students to see the 

presence of the divine in the ordinary. A 

perspective that presupposes this 

sacramental orientation to the world is 

innovative in any generation. The countless 

opportunities to discover a loving and 

eternal God in the created world offer an 

understanding of innovation that far 

surpasses the most engaging instructional 

strategy. The impact of this 

Incarnationinformed understanding of 

innovation tests the limits of human 

imagination and is only fully understood in 

God’s Wisdom. 

Teachers in Catholic Schools are uniquely 

positioned to lead their students to see the 

presence of the divine in the ordinary. 

Yet, innovation does not stop with a 

sacramental worldview enabled by the 

Incarnation. Pope Francis further notes in 

the same general audience that “for a 

Christian, to hope means the certainty of 

being on a journey with Christ toward the 

Father who awaits us.” The implications of 

such an innovation for our pedagogy in 

Catholic schools are truly endless since the 

innovation originates in an infinite God. A 

journey implies movement, not staying in 

one place. “Hope is never still; hope is 

always journeying, and it makes us journey,” 

the pope said. As daily life changes from 

one generation to the next, so must the need 

to “innovate” for the sake of the Kingdom. 

In Catholic schools, we cannot be still. For 

us, the best innovation is that which puts the 

members of our communities in touch with 

the divine, strengthens their friendship with 

Christ and helps them see and cultivate the 

divine spark in each other and in our world. 

Being able to journey with Christ, the hope 

of all humanity, is itself a divine innovation, 

made possible by the Incarnation. Any 

strategy that draws us closer to him on this 

journey bears witness to hope as an 

innovation. 

 

Chad Riley, Ph.D. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/hope_as_innovation.html  
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The Foundation of Education - The Transcendentals 

 

“Late have I loved thee, O Beauty, ever 

ancient, ever new. Late have I loved 

thee!” 

These words of St. Augustine describe how 

God Himself (in this case, referred to as 

Beauty) has always been, and is continually 

being made known to those who seek Him. 

We as Christians know that God is eternally 

unchanging, but continually desires for all 

people to know and love Him throughout the 

ages. Teaching this fact is the fundamental 

mission of Catholic education. 

All things that exist participate in God’s 

divinity and thus exhibit what are known as 

the transcendentals. These are truth, 

goodness and beauty. God is the perfection 

of all of these and thus can be referred to as 

Truth, Goodness or Beauty. Have you ever 

noticed that when you see a sunset, you do 

not say “Look, it’s beauty!” Rather, you 

would say “Look, it’s beautiful.” This is 

why St. Augustine refers to God as Beauty, 

as He is Beauty itself. 

But what would happen if we tried to 

understand a transcendental without 

understanding God and the deposit of our 

Catholic faith? What would happen if we 

disconnected the transcendentals from their 

fixed nature and tried to re-invent them? 

Ultimately, there would be much confusion, 

as there would be no proper lens for viewing 

reality. If everything had to be invented for 

the first time, there could be no real truth, 

beauty or goodness. Relativism would 

become the law of the land. 

In some ways, this is where we find 

ourselves in today’s American culture. 

Particularly in contemporary education, 

there is a certain fascination with doing only 

what is new and discarding what is ancient. 

Predictably, this has created widespread 

confusion and disorder among the young 

generations of both educators and students 

alike. This confusion has reached such a 

peak that there are schools allowing children 

to question something as fundamental as 

their God-given biological sex. It is 

therefore no surprise that schools across the 

country have continued to see a decline in 

enrollment as many parents, seeing this lack 

of fundamental truth (sometimes even in our 

Catholic schools), have fled to 

homeschooling. In fact, the Johns Hopkins 

Institute for Education has found that 

homeschooling rates rose in 48 out of the 50 

states in the U.S. during the 2023-2024 

school year and show no signs of slowing 

down. 

This confusion has also led to a significant 

desire among parents to seek schools that 

teach traditional Catholic morals and offer 

rich intellectual formation. In response, a 

marked resurgence of Catholic classical 

education is underway. Several diocesan 

Catholic schools across the U.S. have 

reformed themselves to adopt the classical 

model, and other lay organizations such as 

the Chesterton Schools Network are seeing 

substantial growth. Through the study of 

great academic traditions, in the form of 

curriculum and teaching methods handed 

down to us through Western civilization, 

Catholic classical schools accomplish the 

fundamental, yet simple purpose of Catholic 

education—to better know, glorify and 

ultimately enjoy the truth, beauty and 

goodness of God. In doing so one becomes 

joyfully Catholic, and as Catholic school 

educators, we ought to strongly desire this 

for our students. 

Broken down even further, if we ask 

ourselves the question “what is the purpose 

of education?”, the famous Greek 
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philosopher Plato gives us the answer. In his 

Republic, Plato said that the purpose of 

education is simply to “teach us to love what 

is beautiful.” Although Plato lived before the 

time of Christ, he still understood that 

education needs to be rooted in that which is 

constant: truth, goodness and beauty. It 

needs to be remembered that all human 

beings have an inherent and significant 

desire for God himself, a desire that can 

never be erased—no matter how much the 

evil one tries. They ultimately crave what is 

true, good and beautiful. 

Now, if we consider where mainstream 

education has gone in the U.S., we can see 

why things have become so wildly confused. 

The United States Department of Education 

states the following as its current mission 

statement: “Our mission is to promote 

student achievement and preparation for 

global competitiveness by fostering 

educational excellence and ensuring equal 

access.” Although this statement highlights 

some important qualities (academic 

excellence, equal access, etc.), it 

fundamentally misses the very core of 

education. It ignores the fact that truth, 

goodness and beauty are universal and 

necessary to have any kind of education. 

Without these transcendentals to act as the 

root of all subjects, students will leave the 

classroom perhaps more confused than when 

they entered. 

Today this mission is more important 

than ever, as our world is perhaps more 

confused than it has ever been. 

St. John Paul II reminds us that, “The 

greatest challenge to Catholic education in 

the United States today, and the greatest 

contribution that authentically Catholic 

education can make to American culture, is 

to restore to that culture the conviction that 

human beings can grasp the truth of things, 

and in grasping the truth can know their 

duties to God, to themselves, and their 

neighbors.” He wrote these words in 1998, 

already observing that our culture was 

slipping away from seeking transcendentals. 

As Catholic schools we simply cannot forget 

that Truth is a real person; it is Jesus 

Himself. We cannot ignore the fact that God 

is Beauty, and not merely what we want it to 

be. We cannot dismiss the fact that God is 

complete Goodness and that our 

understanding of goodness needs to come 

from Him, not our own desires. If we are not 

rooted in our Catholic tradition, and 

ultimately in God Himself, only confusion 

and relativism will remain. 

In essence, like St. Augustine, we need to 

discover Him who is “ever ancient, ever 

new,” and allow ourselves to be transformed 

by this. It is only through this encounter 

(and teaching about this encounter) with 

God that our Catholic schools will be able to 

continue their great mission. Today this 

mission is more important than ever, as our 

world is perhaps more confused than it has 

ever been. 

 

Alex Wolf 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/the_foundation_of_education.html  
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Innovating Catholic Education through STEM and Social Responsibility 

 

Catholic education, rooted in the mission to 

form individuals who are morally and 

intellectually equipped to serve both God 

and society, has always sought to develop 

the whole child. In today’s rapidly evolving 

world, innovation is essential for cultivating 

a dynamic learning environment that aligns 

with Catholic identity while integrating new 

practices and technologies. One such 

example of this innovation is in the STEM 

and Media Studies program at Norwood 

Fontbonne Academy (NFA) in Chestnut 

Hill, PA, which integrates the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) into 

a project-based learning framework. 

Through this curriculum, students prepare 

for a UN Summit by engaging with real-

world problems, rooted in Catholic Social 

Teaching and the design thinking process. 

Innovation Aligned with Core Values  

At the heart of this program is the challenge 

to innovate while preserving the integrity of 

Catholic teaching. As students tackle global 

issues like food insecurity, clean water and 

sustainable communities, they are 

continually encouraged to reflect on 

Catholic values, such as the dignity of the 

human person and the common good. 

The use of the UN SDG framework in 

Catholic education is particularly fitting 

because it encourages students to look 

beyond the classroom and understand their 

role as global citizens, called to serve. By 

exploring these goals through media 

research and STEM activities, students learn 

to apply their faith to social and ecological 

justice. They are not simply engaging with 

abstract concepts but are asked to propose 

tangible solutions to issues such as climate 

change, hunger and poverty—issues deeply 

aligned with the Church’s call for 

stewardship of God’s creation. 

This approach exemplifies innovation in 

teaching by combining the principles of 

design thinking with Catholic values. Design 

thinking encourages students to empathize 

with others, define real-world problems, 

ideate creative solutions, prototype their 

ideas, and test them for feasibility. This 

process mirrors the Christian mandate to 

serve others and think critically about moral 

issues, making it a powerful tool for 

fostering intellectual growth and spiritual 

formation. 

Developing the Whole Child through 

Design Thinking and Catholic Social 

Teaching 

The design thinking process is integral to 

NFA’s STEM program mission to develop 

the whole child. In this iterative cycle, 

students move from empathy—

understanding the human and environmental 

impact of their chosen SDG—toward 

ideation and prototyping, where their God-

given gifts come into play. Whether they are 

designing water purification systems for 

clean water (SDG 6), working on prototypes 

of sustainable school buildings with 

materials that mimic self-healing concrete or 

creating media campaigns for food security 

awareness, the students engage both their 

creative and intellectual capacities. What 

makes this curriculum unique is how it 

embraces the diversity of each learner. 

Every student is encouraged to explore their 

strengths, whether in research, design or 

communication, as they contribute to a 

larger group project aimed at presenting 

their findings at a simulated UN Summit. 

The collaborative format of the design 

thinking process encourages students to 
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support one another, a reflection of the 

Church’s teaching on the importance of 

community and solidarity. 

The program also emphasizes the 

importance of service learning and critical 

thinking, helping students develop academic 

skills while grounding their projects in real-

world situations. As they participate in 

service-learning projects linked to their SDG 

topics, students are taught to apply Catholic 

principles to understand the ethical 

dimensions of their work. For example, 

when studying food insecurity (SDG 2), 

students are prompted to reflect on how their 

volunteer work can serve the common good 

and promote human dignity. 

Rooted in Catholic Tradition 

Throughout this journey, Catholic Social 

Teaching is not only a guide for how 

students approach global issues but also for 

how they conduct themselves in the 

classroom. Students are constantly reminded 

of the importance of serving others with 

compassion, respect and humility. This is 

exemplified in their interactions with their 

sister school, where middle school students 

collaborate to solve common challenges. 

This partnership emphasizes the Catholic 

value of solidarity and reminds students that 

their education extends beyond their local 

context—they are part of a global 

community. 

When students present their projects at the 

UN Summit, they do so with a sense of 

purpose that is deeply rooted in Catholic 

identity. Their presentations are not just 

academic exercises but are expressions of 

their commitment to using their talents to 

serve others, a reflection of the Gospel’s call 

to love our neighbors. The culminating 

event highlights how integrating Catholic 

teachings into STEM and media studies can 

prepare students to be both ethical leaders 

and innovative problem solvers. 

Catholic Education for a Globalized 

World 

In a world increasingly in need of moral 

leadership, Catholic schools have a unique 

opportunity to form students who are 

capable of both critical thought and 

compassionate action. By aligning the UN 

SDGs with Catholic Social Teaching and the 

design thinking process, we create a 

dynamic learning experience that develops 

the whole child—intellectually, morally and 

spiritually. 

This program is a testament to how Catholic 

education can innovate while staying true to 

its core values. As students engage with 

global challenges, they are equipped not just 

with technical skills but with a deep sense of 

responsibility to care for God’s creation and 

serve the least among us. This is Catholic 

education at its best: forming young people 

prepared to make a difference in the world 

while remaining firmly rooted in their faith. 

This curriculum demonstrates that 

integrating STEM and media studies with 

Catholic values not only enhances 

educational experiences but also prepares 

students to be global citizens who can lead 

with compassion, faith and innovation. As 

we look toward the future of Catholic 

education, such programs exemplify how we 

can innovate while staying true to the 

mission of forming individuals ready to 

serve God and society. 

 

Megan Stotz, Ph.D. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/innovating_catholic_education_through_

stem_and_social_responsibility.html  

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/innovating_catholic_education_through_stem_and_social_responsibility.html
https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/innovating_catholic_education_through_stem_and_social_responsibility.html
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The Four Fs of Education – Family, Faith, Future & Fun 

 

There’s an old, tattered and faded poster 

somewhere out there, depicting Jesus with a 

caption, something about this teacher has 

been in Catholic schools for 2,000 years. 

Our letter grading system hasn’t been 

around 2,000 years (dating instead to the late 

19th century), but even with a modern shift 

of some schools to standards proficiency 

grading, it’s hard to shift many people’s 

expectations of A, B, C, D and F. So why 

celebrate four Fs? 

All over the world, wherever you find the 

Salesian religious order working with young 

people, you will see the four pillars on 

which they build their schools and oratories: 

a Home that welcomes, a School that 

prepares for life, a Church that evangelizes 

and a Playground where friends meet. 

One parish administrator I worked with as a 

principal thought that referencing Salesian 

pillars would be confusing to our families, 

since—besides myself—we did not identify 

as Salesian. Seeing that my emphasis was 

being lost, I turned to the late Fr. John 

Grinell, SDB, known to love wordplay, for 

different phraseology. 

I’m sure he appreciated the irony of 

promoting Fs in schools, however, when 

Catholic school communities—teachers, 

administrators and families—reflect on their 

own school, I think they can quickly 

recognize that every great Catholic school is 

one of Family, centered in Faith, preparing 

students for the Future, and a place where 

we have Fun. 

For those of us who appreciate having a 

theme for the year (whether in the classroom 

or an overarching theme for the whole 

school year) a catchy phrase like Family, 

Faith, Future, Fun is something we can hang 

our hat on. It becomes a simple way for us 

to reflect on things, not too dissimilar than a 

mirror. How does a situation from the day 

look, when reflected through the mirror?  

• Did this interaction with a student build up 

a family atmosphere?  

• Where was Jesus at snack time or on the 

playground today?  

• Did that learning activity help prepare my 

students for the future?  

• Did we laugh as a class today (or as 

colleagues)? 

FAMILY 

Catholic schools everywhere pride 

themselves—and advertise—their family 

environment, one where all are welcome. 

We build friendships in the classroom, work 

with families to accommodate our students’ 

needs and host community gatherings. We 

are smaller, close-knit communities who 

rally together when tragedy strikes; when we 

hear of bullying, we bring sides together to 

build bridges; we celebrate diversity with 

school-wide events of Dia de Los Muertos 

and Chinese lantern building to recognize 

the Lunar New Year. And in our midst, Jesus 

is with us. 

FAITH 

Centered in faith, we remember an approach 

often attributed to St. Francis: preach the 

Gospel always; when necessary, use words. 

By the way we live our lives, we model 

what it is to be a Christian. My first 

superintendent as a principal, Br. William 

Dygert, CSC, advised us to ask teacher 

applicants this question first, “Do you love 

kids?” If we don’t love children, the way we 
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treat them will not be with the love that 

Jesus modeled for us. 

And since we love our young people, we 

provide the essential parts of our faith that 

bring us closer to Christ: we celebrate 

weekly Mass, solemnities and saint feast 

days; we pray novenas and teach our 

children how to share intentions and pray for 

each other; we bring apologies and 

forgiveness into conflict and book our 

priests for twice-a-year Reconciliation; we 

encourage food drives for a local food 

pantry, and our high schoolers take a break 

from classes for schoolwide service days. 

We pray to begin the day, at the beginning of 

each class in high school, before snack and 

meals (and after, especially in second and 

third grades), and close the day with prayer. 

Even our coaches begin practice with 

prayer! Fr. John Serio, SDB, half-joked that, 

at school, we pray more than Muslims. 

And this is our foundation. We’ve all heard 

of that one “Catholic” school... over there... 

that has stopped going to weekly Mass, 

allows non-Catholic students to receive 

Eucharist and has students preach the 

homily. St. Don Bosco said that a Catholic 

school without music is a school without a 

soul. Yet, a Catholic school that has perhaps 

gradually, over time, made one 

accommodation to appease a secular 

preference, and then another sensitivity 

adjustment, until... that school has forgotten 

its soul. 

FUTURE 

The success rates of our students is well 

documented and disseminated by NCEA. 

We remind all our social media friends of 

this, especially during Catholic Schools 

Week. 

 

Our students perform in the classroom and 

beyond. We tout high standardized test scores 

and student growth percentile, our students get 

into their preferred Catholic high schools and 

then the best colleges. They are critical thinkers 

with a world view, problem-solvers who care for 

the poor. Jesus the Teacher of 2,000+ years’ 

experience would be proud! 

FUN 

And think about the fun we have in our Catholic 

schools! Spirit weeks and field days to celebrate 

our patron saint’s feast day; field trips and 

elective classes; competitions to win free dress 

day or an extra recess. 

One of my sons is the type that a teacher once 

told my wife, “He’s the student you want in your 

class during observations.” And don’t principals 

instinctively stop what they’re doing to walk 

into a class of loud joy? We love to see fun 

learning! 

The pandemic brought us good also, like 

competitive quiz-preparation apps like Kahoot 

and Quizziz and new ways to collaborate (once 

we learned to use breakout rooms on Zoom) 

with shared Google Slides as assignments. 

Catholic school fun is not just on the 

playground, you see. It’s also in the classroom 

and even at Mass through an uplifting song or 

engaging homily. 

This week, I invite you to bring a mirror to 

school, in your mind. Revisit your day like an 

Ignatian Daily Examen, only consider the Four 

Fs of Education. I think you’ll find yourself 

smiling as you see how your Catholic school is 

filled with Family, Faith, Future, and Fun! 

 

Will Summer, M.Ed. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/the_four_fs_of_education_family_faith_future_fun.html  
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What to Expect from the New Administration – Major Shifts in Education 

Policy? 

 

The incoming administration has articulated 

an intention to enact some changes that 

would result in a significant shift in the 

nation’s education policies. From the 

promotion of school choice to rethinking the 

role of the U.S. Department of Education 

(USDE), key initiatives promise to reshape 

how students are educated across the 

country. These are some of the major topics 

likely to define this administration’s 

education focus as the president’s agenda is 

implemented. 

President’s Education Agenda 

The education agenda for the new 

administration focuses heavily on increasing 

parental rights and local control over 

educational decisions. While the president-

elect has declared that he is not adopting the 

Project 25 plan circulated by the Heritage 

Foundation, the framework shaping the 

president’s education plan models that 

blueprint in calling for extensive reforms to 

the federal government’s role in education. 

Key recommendations include actions that 

would reduce federal control and enable 

families and school districts to make 

decisions best suited to their local 

communities. 

School Choice 

A major announced focus of the new 

administration's education agenda is greater 

availability of school choice. Central to this 

policy shift is the creation of a universal 

federal tax credit scholarship program aimed 

at expanding school choice to all 50 states. 

Currently, the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship 

Program is the only federally funded choice 

program funded by Congress. All other 

choice programs that may provide state tax 

credits are funded by individual states or 

private philanthropy. In the 118th Congress, 

the Educational Choice for Children Act 

(ECCA), allowing federal income tax credit 

for contributions to education scholarship 

granting organizations, was voted out of the 

House Ways and Means Committee but did 

not get a floor vote. Attempts will be made 

to reintroduce this bill again in the new 

Congress. 

The initiative is backed by polling data that 

shows strong public support for school 

choice, particularly among voters who feel 

their educational options are limited. 

Advocates believe that school choice will 

create an educational system that is more 

responsive to the needs of individual 

students and families, promoting innovation 

and improved student outcomes across the 

board. However, passage of choice 

legislation is not assured. During the first 

Trump administration, when the Secretary of 

Education and both chambers of Congress 

were controlled by republican leadership, a 

similar bill was not given earnest 

consideration. While, unfortunately, choice 

has become a partisan issue, not all partisans 

can be counted on to support such an option 

as a policy issue. 

The Future of the U.S. Department of 

Education 

While fully abolishing the USDE would 

require congressional approval—a hurdle 

that might prove difficult to clear—the 

president-elect has made clear his intention 

to reduce the department's scope and impact. 

A longstanding goal of some conservatives 

has been to reduce or even eliminate the 

USDE. A bill, Returning Education to Our 

States Act, was introduced in the Senate in 

the last days of the 118th Congress to 
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abolish the USDE within six months of 

being enacted, designating other federal 

agencies to manage funds for “important 

programs.” This did not gain any traction 

but may be introduced in the new Congress. 

A new bill that might include transferring 

programs: IDEA (special education) to the 

Department of Health and Human Services, 

Pell Grants and student loans to the 

Department of the Treasury, Title IX and 

civil rights concerns to the Department of 

Justice and ESEA programs block-granted to 

the states bears close scrutiny. 

Such a transition could potentially alter how 

private and faith-based schools interact with 

federal programs, raising concerns about the 

co-mingling of federal and state funds, and 

the potential for restrictive state regulations 

that could infringe on the independence of 

such institutions and their ability to 

participate in them. Catholic school 

equitable participation has frequently 

depended upon the Office of Nonpublic 

Education in the USDE to provide guidance 

and some interventions when states were not 

in compliance with the obligations of the 

programs. The USDE has been effective in 

resolving issues nationally, not leaving 

schools to have to deal with each of the 

states over similar issues. 

Secretary of Education: Linda McMahon 

In what might be a move toward reducing 

the federal role in education, the new 

administration has selected Linda 

McMahon, former head of the Small 

Business Administration and a strong 

advocate for parents’ rights and school 

choice, as Secretary of Education. 

McMahon’s business background and 

outsider perspective are seen as assets in 

reducing the power of the USDE and she is 

expected to play a critical role in pushing the 

agenda to return education to state control. 

She has made it clear that empowering 

parents and expanding school choice will be 

a top priority under her leadership. 

The New 119th Congress and Education 

The new Congress will focus on pushing 

forward education reforms, including 

legislation that strengthens parental rights 

and reduces federal intervention in school 

operations. With the election of the new 

Congress, the leaders of the House 

Committee on Education and the Workforce 

and the Senate Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions Committee (HELP) are 

expected to play a pivotal role in shaping 

education policy. 

Bill Cassidy (R-LA) will chair the Senate 

committee in the upcoming 119th Congress. 

While his primary focus has been on 

lowering the cost of higher education and 

addressing student loan debt, he introduced 

the Educational Choice for Children Act in 

the last Congress. House committees have 

not been determined. The leading candidate 

for the chairperson role is Tim Walberg (R-

MI) who is aligned with the president-elect’s 

education agenda, particularly on the issue 

of school choice. 

Other Issues of Concern for Catholic 

Schools 

In addition to the USDE and congressional 

education committees, Catholic schools may 

be impacted by the actions of other federal 

agencies. Among these, private school 

advocates pay close attention to the Federal 

Communications Commission, Internal 

Revenue Service and U.S. Supreme Court. 

Following are some concerns that will be 

monitored. 

The Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC) plays a key role in ensuring that 

schools, libraries and healthcare facilities 

have access to broadband, with programs 

like the Universal Service Fund (USF) 

designed to subsidize these connections. 
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However, the current funding model, which 

collects funds from traditional telephone 

customers, has been challenged in federal 

courts on constitutional grounds, and there 

are calls for reform. The U.S. Supreme 

Court announced it will hear the case this 

term. Catholic schools have participated in 

the E-Rate program discounted 

telecommunications services since it began 

in 1997. Schools receive discounted services 

that are paid to the telecom provider, not to 

the schools. The funds are collected from the 

telecommunication companies by a non-

governmental agency (Universal Services 

Administrative Company-USAC) and are 

not considered federal funds appropriated by 

Congress. Under the new administration and 

a new chairperson at the FCC, there may be 

attempts to move the program funding to 

congressional appropriations which would 

make it more difficult for Catholic schools 

to participate. 

Tax Reform 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 expires 

in 2025 and will require another revision. 

Several proposals that may impact Catholic 

schools and other non-profit organizations 

are being monitored. Some tax policy 

experts are talking about an amendment to 

the tax code that would require such 

organizations to pay income tax on all non-

donation revenue, such as membership dues, 

conference fees, corporate sponsorships and 

other contributions. 

Additionally, challenges to tax-exempt 

status have been heard in federal district 

courts that questioned whether tax 

exemption automatically constitutes 

recipient of federal funds status on 

institutions. Several federal laws are 

triggered by the receipt of federal financial 

assistance, potentially subjecting non-profits 

to multiple burdensome and costly 

regulations. While the Fifth and Ninth 

Circuit courts have ruled it does not, their 

decisions are applicable only in the states 

located in their jurisdiction. Rather than 

having to litigate it again in other circuits 

where it may be challenged, a bill was 

introduced in the last Congress to amend the 

tax code to clarify that tax-exempt status is 

not receipt of federal funds, and efforts will 

be made to reintroduce it as part of the tax 

reform process. 

Conclusion 

The incoming administration’s education 

policy promises significant change and 

challenges the status quo. The new Secretary 

of Education combined with key 

Congressional allies will be at the forefront, 

working to reshape the educational 

landscape in ways that prioritize students, 

families and local control. Whether through 

expanding school choice, redefining the 

status of federal education funding or 

reconsidering how technology supports 

education, the next few years could bring 

some of the most profound shifts in U.S. 

education policy in decades. In the coming 

months, NCEA and its collaborators in 

federal advocacy for private education will 

be meeting with new players to make them 

aware of the interests and concerns of 

private schools and work to assure the 

continuance of equitable participation in 

federal programs that have been a part of the 

educational landscape for decades. 

 

Sister Dale McDonald, PBVM, Ph.D.  

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/what_to_expect_from_the_new_adminis

tration.html  
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Developing the Whole Child: What’s Law Got to Do with It? 

 

100th Anniversary of Pierce v. Society of Sisters 

 

As we strive to develop the whole person in 

our Catholic schools, it may seem that law 

has little or nothing to do with that 

development. Yet, a few minutes’ reflection 

can illustrate how much law has to do with 

producing good Catholics, cognizant of their 

duties to all, including those articulated in 

civil law. It may be interesting to ask your 

students how their lives are affected by the 

law. 

Answers will vary, of course, but will 

probably mention state and local laws, 

perhaps particularly speeding and speed 

limits. 

In this presidential election year, we are 

especially cognizant of how the laws work 

to ensure free and fair elections at all levels, 

but especially at the presidential level. 

Students in Catholic schools are often 

surprised to learn that they do not have the 

same Constitutional protections in Catholic 

and other private schools that they would 

have if they were in the public sector, where 

the protections of the United States 

Constitution are paramount. Public schools 

are arms of state and local governments and 

those who attend Sr. Gregory Pernsteiner, 

SSSF, leads students in a spirited activity, 

1960. St. Matthias School, Milwaukee, WI. 

them have the protections of the United 

States Constitution. 

The First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution states that “Congress shall pass 

no law respecting an establishment of 

religion or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof.” 

This Amendment is the basis for our 

doctrine of separation of church and state. 

There can be no state religion, and the 

government cannot require that persons 

practice religion in general or any religion in 

particular. 

This was a groundbreaking decision 

because it established the right of 

Catholic and other private schools to 

exist. 

2025 marks the 100th anniversary of the 

United States Supreme Court decision of 

Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 

(1925), which firmly established the right of 

Catholic and other private schools to exist. 

Oregon had passed a law requiring all 

students between the ages of eight and 

fourteen to attend public schools. This law 

would have eliminated almost all private 

schools if it had been followed. The Sisters 

and Hill Military Academy, another private 

school, brought a lawsuit claiming that the 

new law would deprive them of their 

property and business, the school, without 

due process of law. Thus the case, Pierce v. 

Society of Sisters, was brought. A second 

private school owner, Hill Military 

Academy, joined the Sisters in the suit. 

Since the Sisters were not parents of school 

children, they had no standing to sue for the 

rights of parents. Thus, the suit was brought 

based on their right to operate a business and 

Hill Military Academy, as the proprietor of a 

private school, joined in the lawsuit. 

The United States Supreme Court found for 

the Sisters and Hill Military Academy, that 

they had a right to conduct schools as 

businesses. This was a groundbreaking 
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decision because it established the right of 

Catholic and other private schools to exist. 

The case is not very long and students from 

fourth grade and up should be able to read 

the case with some supervision and 

assistance. The case can be used to discuss 

the following questions: 

1. Who should have the right to determine 

who can own and operate schools? Do you 

agree with the United States Supreme Court 

decision that private schools have a right to 

exist?  

2. Should anyone who wants to operate a 

school be allowed to do so? Who should 

make the rules for operating a school? 

3. How would you feel if there were only 

public schools to attend?  

4. Do you think parents have a right to 

choose the education of their children?  

5. What are the advantages of having both 

public and private schools?  

6. Do you have friends or relatives who 

attend public schools?  

7. What differences do you see between 

Catholic (private) schools and public 

schools?  

8. What kind of control should states have 

over the curriculum of schools? Both public 

and private?  

9. Ask your parents why they enrolled you 

in a Catholic school/  

10. What are the advantages of a Catholic 

school?  

11. Are you surprised that people had to go 

to court to establish your right to attend a 

Catholic school?  

12. Why is it important to learn about the 

Catholic religion?  

13. What can we do to celebrate Catholic 

Schools’ Week?  

14. What would you tell your friends about 

Catholic schools?  

15. Have you ever asked a friend if he or she 

would like to visit your school? 

While these questions may seem best suited 

to older children, even younger children can 

be asked some of these questions in an age-

appropriate manner. For example: 

1. Why are you attending this school? Do 

you know why Mom and/or Dad picked this 

school for you?  

2. What do you like about our Catholic 

school?  

3. Do you know that public school students 

do not attend church services as part of their 

school day, while we do. How do you feel 

about that? 

4. Do you like learning about the Catholic 

religion?  

5. How can we make everyone, Catholic and 

non-Catholic, feel comfortable in our 

Catholic schools? 

Older students (age fifth grade and up) could 

read the Pierce case and discuss what it 

means. It is not often that pupils read legal 

cases that are 100 years old. There is a 

difference between being told what the legal 

decision means and actually reading the 

words for oneself. 

A Final Thought 

Too often court cases and decisions seem 

out of the world of our elementary and even 

at times, our high school, students. The 

anniversary of Pierce v. Society of Sisters 

offers us an opportunity to make the law, 

and the justice department come alive for 

our students in age-appropriate ways. 

Without Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 
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Catholic schools as we know them today 

might not exist. 

Please consider teaching your students 

something of the legal history of Catholic 

education and using the opportunity to 

celebrate our Catholic schools. Without the 

courage of the Society of Sisters, Catholic 

and other religious schools might not exist 

today. 

 

Sister Mary Angela Shaughnessy, SCN, JD, Ph.D. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/developing_the_whole_child_what_s_la

w_got_to_do_with_it.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/developing_the_whole_child_what_s_law_got_to_do_with_it.html
https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/developing_the_whole_child_what_s_law_got_to_do_with_it.html


82 
 

Fostering Faith and Future – Addressing Key Challenges in Catholic 

Education 

 

You can do anything, but you can't do 

everything. When leading a Catholic school, 

a classroom or a diocesan office, you 

quickly figure out that the work is never 

quite done. From revising curriculum to 

reviving deferred maintenance plans, one 

need leads to another need. It is important to 

prioritize. Our Catholic school 

superintendents understand this firsthand. 

NCEA’s Catholic Leadership Summit 2024 

(CLS) this past October in Seattle gathered 

diocesan Catholic school leaders from 

across the country. The Professional 

Learning Network (PLN) sessions generated 

vibrant discussion about crucial themes and 

potential solutions for strengthening 

Catholic education in the U.S. These 

conversations highlighted a shared 

commitment to mission and Catholic 

identity, underscored concerns about teacher 

faith formation and retention and 

emphasized the need for strong leadership in 

navigating the complexities of educating in 

today’s world. 

Here’s what’s on the mind of 

superintendents… 

THE PRIMACY OF FAITH 

FORMATION 

A recurring theme across multiple sessions 

was the essential role of robust faith 

formation for teachers and staff. It is 

important to move beyond mere "hour 

counting" and foster a deep understanding 

and lived experience of Catholicism. This 

includes equipping educators to integrate 

faith seamlessly into their teaching and 

become effective evangelizers within the 

school community. Leaders recognize the 

challenges posed by a decline in religious 

vocations and a more secular societal 

context, highlighting the need for innovative 

approaches to formation that resonate with 

younger generations of teachers. 

Potential Solutions 

• Develop Engaging and Accessible 

Formation Programs: Dioceses can 

explore collaborative efforts to create 

high-quality, adaptable programs, 

potentially utilizing technology and 

partnerships with universities. 

• Emphasize Mentorship and 

Community: The success of cohort 

models and facilitated discussions 

suggests the importance of relational 

learning and ongoing support for 

teachers. 

• Address the Philosophical 

Underpinnings of Faith: Formation 

programs should not shy away from 

confronting contemporary ideologies 

and help teachers ground their 

understanding in Catholic 

philosophy and moral teaching. 

NAVIGATING THE TEACHER 

SHORTAGE 

There are serious concerns about the 

growing challenge of recruiting and 

retaining qualified teachers. This challenge 

is exacerbated by factors like low salaries 

compared to public schools, rising costs of 

living and a perceived lack of respect for the 

teaching profession. 

Potential Solutions:  

• Explore Creative Compensation 

Strategies: Dioceses can consider 

innovative approaches like 

performancebased pay, longevity 
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bonuses and assistance with housing 

or childcare. 

• Strengthen Partnerships and 

Mentorship Programs: 

Collaboration with universities and 

experienced educators can provide 

aspiring teachers with valuable 

support and guidance. 

• Emphasize the Unique Benefits of 

Catholic Education: Highlighting 

the mission-driven nature of the 

work and the opportunity to integrate 

faith into teaching can attract 

individuals seeking a more 

meaningful career 

BUILDING STRONG AND EFFECTIVE 

LEADERSHIP 

The looming retirement of experienced 

leaders coupled with the decline in potential 

teachers and leaders presents a significant 

challenge for Catholic schools. Emphasis 

should be given to the crucial role of strong 

leadership at all levels, from principals to 

superintendents to pastors. Leaders need the 

skills to manage complex situations, 

navigate financial challenges and foster a 

thriving Catholic culture within their 

schools. 

Potential Solutions:  

• Invest in Leadership Formation: 

Dioceses can develop comprehensive 

programs to prepare aspiring leaders, 

focusing on skills like strategic 

planning, financial management and 

fostering Catholic identity. 

• Empower and Support Principals: 

Recognizing the significant 

workload of principals, dioceses can 

explore ways to provide additional 

support, such as through mentoring 

programs or forming leadership 

teams. 

• Foster Collaborative 

Relationships: Effective 

communication and shared vision 

between pastors, principals and the 

diocesan office are essential for 

creating a supportive and unified 

environment. 

MEETING THE NEEDS OF ALL 

STUDENTS 

Superintendents acknowledged the moral 

imperative and opportunity in mission to 

better serve students with diagnosed 

disabilities. Inclusive education is a growing 

priority for many Catholic schools; however, 

schools face challenges in providing 

adequate resources and securing buy-in from 

all stakeholders. 

Potential Solutions: 

• Advocate for Increased Funding 

and Support: Dioceses can seek 

grants, explore partnerships and raise 

awareness about the financial needs 

of inclusive education. 

• Provide Professional Development 

for Teachers: Training in specialized 

instructional strategies and fostering 

a culture of understanding and 

acceptance can empower educators 

to meet diverse learning needs. 

• Promote the Value of Inclusion: 

Sharing success stories and 

highlighting the benefits of diverse 

learning environments can help build 

support among parents and faculty. 

EMBRACING THE OPPORTUNITIES 

AND CHALLENGES OF AI 

With the rapid advancements in artificial 

intelligence, Catholic schools need to 

engage thoughtfully with this technology. 

While AI offers potential benefits, leaders 

express concerns about responsible use, 

ethical implications and the need for clear 

guidance. 

 



84 
 

Potential Solutions: 

• Develop AI Literacy Programs: 

Equipping school leaders, teachers 

and students with a foundational 

understanding of AI is crucial for 

informed decision-making. 

• Establish Clear Policies and 

Ethical Guidelines: Dioceses can 

work collaboratively to develop 

policies that address issues like 

human dignity, data privacy, 

responsible use and plagiarism. 

• Focus on the Human Dimension of 

Education: Emphasize critical 

thinking, creativity and the 

development of virtues alongside 

technological skills, ensuring that AI 

serves the mission of Catholic 

education. 

You can do anything, but you can’t do 

everything. That’s the beauty of being 

Church. We are never alone in our work and 

ministry. The CLS 2024 PLN sessions 

highlighted the complex challenges and 

exciting opportunities facing Catholic 

education in the 21st century, but we can 

tackle all of this together with our shared 

mission as the driver. By proactively 

addressing these issues and embracing 

innovative solutions, Catholic schools can 

continue to provide a high-quality, faith-

filled education that prepares students to 

navigate a rapidly changing world and 

ensure that the Light of Christ continues to 

shine brightly in that same world. 

 

John Galvan 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/fostering_faith_and_future.html  
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The Virtue of St. John Bosco’s System and Brain-Aligned Preventive 

Discipline 

 

“If you have to give any correction, do it 

privately, in secret, and with the greatest 

sweetness.” - St. John Bosco 

St. John Bosco’s preventive system of 

discipline in schools is based on his three 

rules of reason, religion and loving kindness 

(Morrison, 1979). He believed in the power 

of having a loving and patient relationship 

with the students in his care and that this 

approach would most lead young people to 

the development of virtue and character. 

Today, the field of applied educational 

neuroscience is drawing a strong parallel 

between developmental neuroscience which 

emphasizes relationship and the regulation 

of nervous system states in 

children/adolescents and how honoring these 

realities of childhood development can 

prevent acting out, behavioral dysregulation 

and disciplinary infractions. The main idea 

is that when educators tend to the nervous 

system needs of the children in their care 

while also being in safe and connected 

relationships to their students, there are 

significantly fewer disciplinary problems 

and a greater focus on learning. 

“Brain-aligned relational discipline 

embraces the knowledge and understanding 

that discipline is an expression of a 

compassionate presence, warm demanding, 

and guidance without coercion. Discipline is 

not something we do to students: it is 

something we want to develop within them. 

The foundation for this new perception of 

school discipline is grounded in the social 

neurosciences speaking to attachment, co-

regulation, educator brain state, and the 

strengthening of touch points, which are 

relationship and connection moments in our 

children’s and adolescents’ lives.” 

(Connections over Compliance, 2021, Dr. 

Lori Desautel, p. 35). 

This paradigm shift in discipline is working 

to move educators away from traditional 

models of discipline which emphasize 

punishment, consequences, and reactive and 

reflexive responding. St. John Bosco called 

this approach a repressive system and we 

know today that harsh and reactionary 

discipline only serves to cause children and 

adolescents to repress strong emotions that 

then show up as bodily and psychiatric 

symptoms, behavioral acting out, academic 

struggles or troubles in their relationships 

with peers and adults. St. John Bosco’s 

preventive system and today’s brain-aligned 

preventive discipline emphasize 

attachment/relationship, fairness, 

responsibility, and developing life skills 

through learning virtue and problem-

solving. 

While virtue is acquired through education 

(CCC 1810), it is the means to live fully as a 

disciple of Christ. Catholic schools place 

Jesus as the center and seek to frame their 

mission on Him being the master Teacher. 

Jesus is the perfectly virtuous person and 

every baptized Christian is called to live in 

imitation of Him. Virtue is what it “looks 

like” and “sounds like” to live as a disciple 

who follows the master. The language of 

virtue can be used as well as modeled to 

students through actions and relationships. 

Therefore, as Catholic educators our call is 

to recognize the innate goodness and dignity 

of each person entrusted to our care and 

make every effort to understand the wisdom 

of the saints revealed through the recent 

findings in neuroscience. 
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The Neurosequential Model and 

Polyvagal Theory 

In our book, Raised in Grace: Made for 

Wholeness (2024), we emphasize two 

important constructs of childhood brain 

development which lay the foundation for 

this paradigm shift in discipline moving 

from a reactionary approach to a preemptive 

one. The Neurosequential Model, outlined 

by Dr. Bruce Perry (Perry & Winfrey, 2021), 

illustrates the order in which the childhood 

brain develops from brainstem structures 

associated with survival and safety, to 

relational and emotional structures housed in 

the limbic system, and finally to the 

reasoning structures in the cortex. In the 

classroom, this means that any particular 

student has to feel a sense of emotional and 

physical safety in the context of connected 

relationships before we as educators can 

have access to the portal of the cortex where 

learning, memory and attention are at work. 

St. John Bosco, for instance, would say that 

one should never correct a student when 

he/she is upset, but instead give them time to 

reflect and enter “his/her own mind.” 

Brainaligned preventive discipline 

recognizes that when a teacher is attuned to 

the nervous system states of his/her students 

and is working to foster good working 

relationships with and between her students, 

significantly fewer disciplinary infractions 

will occur. When they do occur, they are 

much more likely to be viewed as the 

activation of a child or an adolescent’s 

underdeveloped nervous system needing 

adult help and as opportunities to build 

discipleship and skills (e.g., through virtue, 

teaching meekness in response to anger or 

self-control as an antidote to impulsivity). 

[Our] call is to recognize the innate 

goodness and dignity of each person 

entrusted to our care and make every 

effort to understand the wisdom of the 

saints revealed through the recent 

findings in neuroscience.  

Secondly, the childhood nervous system is 

underdeveloped and, like the brain, is being 

wired gradually in the context of daily 

experiences. From a brain-aligned 

standpoint, we want children in the 

classroom to be in a state of relaxed 

alertness to most benefit from instruction. 

What current developmental neuroscience is 

suggesting, however, is that most negative 

behaviors occur from a bottom-up, overly 

activated nervous system rather than from a 

cortical top-down decision on the part of a 

student to misbehave (Delahooke, 2019). 

Polyvagal theory (i.e., the vagus nerve) 

outlines three predictable pathways within 

the nervous system including: 1) social 

engaged nervous system state (e.g., also 

called rest and digest); 2) the fight/flight 

system (e.g., a system of mobilization 

leading to disruptive, dysregulated 

behaviors); and 3) a freeze system (e.g., an 

energy conservation system that takes a 

child out of social connectedness). In 

general, a child/adolescent with an activated 

fight-or-flight nervous system response 

(e.g., inattention, hyperactivity/restlessness) 

needs calming strategies to return to a state 

of social engagement and relaxed alertness. 

Traditional disciplinary strategies that are 

about calling a student out while 

admonishing and consequencing them, 

while they may look effective in the 

temporary, actually create more stress and 

thereby, more cortical shutdown. Certainly, 

some misbehavior is intentional and 

designed to control and manipulate the 

environment and here discipline should 

continue to keep stress levels low and 

consequence the behavior in a way that 

teaches virtue while not giving into the goal 

of the behavior. Children and adolescents 

who are in a freeze nervous system state are 

shut down and not engaged in their learning 

and have a more significant level of nervous 
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system disruption. These students need 

movement to overcome their shutdown state. 

These are students who cannot seem to turn 

in their homework or refuse to go to school 

or rigidly adhere to comfortable routines as 

opposed to adjusting flexibly to new 

classroom demands. Brainaligned strategies 

that focus on stretching and patterned, 

repetitive movement are most successful 

with these students. 

An educator standing in a “still point of 

grace” (Rasmussen and Villa, 2024) and 

being attuned to the nervous system states of 

their classroom and their students is at the 

heart of brain-aligned preventive discipline. 

Here, co-regulation is used as a main 

strategy for intervention (e.g., when the 

adult nervous system in a safe and 

connected state helps a child come into a 

calm, safe and connected state.) 

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) 

and Brain-Aligned Preventive Discipline 

MTSS in education takes a whole-child 

approach to developmental needs providing 

a framework that identifies and is responsive 

to the needs of all students. Positive 

behavioral support systems are an example 

of an MTSS framework that promotes 

positive behavior, preventive discipline and 

responsive interventions to disciplinary 

infractions. While positive behavioral 

support approaches come close to 

brainaligned preventive discipline, we 

suggest that behavior modification alone is 

not the goal of using discipline to build daily 

living skills. Instead, the elements of 

Christian anthropology, the neurosequential 

model and polyvagal theory previously 

outlined as well as placing a child in a 

culture where the graces of baptism and the 

sacraments are nurtured, particularly the 

theological and cardinal virtues to build in 

brain fundamentals over time (i.e., 

neuroplasticity) are best suited to our current 

understanding of developmental 

neuroscience and St. John Bosco’s 

preventive system. 

Tier One systems of support address the 

needs of most of the student body in that 

they are school interventions that help to 

calm and settle children before learning 

begins. Nervous system activation and fears 

of belonging often occur during times of 

transition from recess back to classroom, in 

hallways during movement from one class to 

another and anywhere that adult supervision 

is lessened. School-wide strategies that 

focus on morning prayer, regular Mass, 

teaching virtue and building in time for 

reflection help all students achieve that state 

of relaxed alertness necessary for access to 

higher cortical learning. Built-in procedures 

and routines that help with transitions 

provide consistency and continuity that 

through repetitive practice create the gradual 

wiring of calm and socially engaged minds 

through neuroplasticity. 

Tier Two systems make up about 15 percent 

of necessary interventions and are designed 

to address subgroups of students who need 

specific skill-building in regulation and 

virtue. As educators, we all know groups of 

students who need extra help because an 

activated nervous system state has gripped 

the whole group through 

resonance/contagion. We have seen this in 

episodes of bullying or mean girl exclusion 

going on in classrooms or groups of students 

who are navigating an important transition 

such as puberty in middle school or that 

between eighth grade and high school. 

These groups require more intentional 

interventions in regulation and virtue 

training. 

Tier Three systems of support are reserved 

for students (estimated to be about 10 

percent) who have easily or chronically 

activated nervous systems and/or unique 

nervous systems and relational needs. 

Neuroatypical students, children with early 
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attachment wounds (e.g., adoptees) and 

those students who have a high degree of 

adverse childhood experiences often 

comprise those who need individualized 

intervention to help them achieve states of 

calm and regulation. At this tier, educators 

are much more intentional about co-

regulation with students and use sensory 

strategies, validation through virtue-

spotting, movement and breathing as well as 

providing a space (e.g., a chapel visit, a 

calming or sensory corner) where they can 

go if they are becoming dysregulated. These 

students have much more success in their 

learning and development with a teacher 

who is attuned to dysregulation and can 

provide accommodation and interventions 

aimed at nervous system regulation and 

secure relating. 

St. John Bosco emphasized that patience, 

gentleness and prudence win the hearts and 

minds of young people. Teachers who 

practice their own “still point of grace” only 

use punishment as a last resort and 

understand that children and adolescents 

only obey from a point of persuasion (e.g., 

securely attached relationships) are 

practicing brain-aligned discipline. Teachers 

have a great deal of power in influencing 

childhood development during these daily 

micro-moments where they can 

communicate (literally in milliseconds) to a 

child that they are seen, safe and soothed in 

the inevitable childhood struggles to grow 

and learn (Siegel, 2018). Indeed, God is 

showing us how to care for His children and 

we are being asked to listen and respond. 

“Not all of us can do great things but we 

can do small things with great love.” - St. 

Teresa of Calcutta 

 

Sister John Dominic Rasmussen, OP, and Karen Villa, Ph.D. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/the_virtue_of_st_john_bosco_s_system_

and_brain_aligned_preventive_discipline.html  
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Keeping the Faith: The Importance of Relationships 

 

Pope Francis recently encouraged young 

Catholics to see Confirmation as “the 

beginning of a life of active participation in 

the Church,” rather than a symbolic “last 

rite” of their faith. His call highlights a 

pressing concern for Catholic school 

educators today: many young Catholics are 

leaving the Church in large numbers. This 

trend underscores the need for Catholic 

schools to remain strong sources of faith 

formation and community. 

Despite these challenges, Catholic schools 

offer a powerful answer. Research shows 

that Catholic school graduates are more 

likely to pray, attend church and identify as 

Catholic as adults. This success goes beyond 

academic instruction or catechesis—it’s 

rooted in the meaningful relationships that 

Catholic schools nurture, which shape 

students' lifelong connections to faith and 

community. 

Over 150 years ago, St. John Henry 

Newman addressed how people arrive at 

deeply held beliefs. In his Grammar of 

Assent, Newman argued that people are 

ultimately convinced by ideas that resonate 

with their preexisting values, desires and 

hopes. For students, this means Catholic 

education must go beyond intellect and 

dogma, striving to form the “likings, desires 

and hopes” that align with Catholic values, a 

task achievable through intentional 

relationships. 

The Holy See supports this vision, asserting 

that “faith is principally assimilated through 

contact with people whose daily life bears 

witness to it. Christian faith, in fact, is born 

and grows inside a community.” Modern 

research backs this up as well. Sociologist 

Samuel Stroope has found that “social 

embeddedness” is one of the strongest 

predictors of faith retention. Practically, this 

means students who build friendships within 

their Catholic communities are more likely 

to keep their faith into adulthood, as these 

relationships create a foundation where faith 

can take root and grow. 

The absence of strong Catholic 

relationships, on the other hand, often leads 

to a diminished faith life. Researcher Phil 

Davignon points out that the primary 

challenge to retaining Catholic faith is not 

arguments against it but rather the 

weakening of families, parishes and schools 

that embody faith daily. Young people are 

not leaving the Church simply because of 

intellectual arguments; many have never 

experienced the beauty, truth and goodness 

of Christianity in a way that captures their 

imaginations. 

While Catholic schools already foster these 

valuable connections, it’s critical for 

teachers and administrators to intentionally 

emphasize the skills that build healthy, 

supportive relationships. Now more than 

ever, nurturing strong relationship skills is 

essential for inspiring faith in future 

generations. 

This is where Friendzy comes in. As a 

nonprofit, Friendzy is dedicated to raising a 

generation of faithful, compassionate friends 

who recognize God’s design for friendship. 

Built on scripture, our social-emotional 

character development curriculum helps 

students connect their faith formation with 

daily actions and interactions. Friendzy’s 

lessons equip Catholic school educators with 

tools to teach healthy relationships, stress 

management, focus and positive behavior—

skills vital for cultivating a resilient, faith-

filled school community. 
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We invite you to join our upcoming three-

part webinar series designed for Catholic 

educators. The sessions will cover: 

Session 1: "Understanding the Self: 

Cultivating Self-Awareness and Self-

Management in Catholic Education"  

Session 2: "Faith in Action: Guiding 

Responsible Decision-Making and Social 

Awareness" 

Session 3: "Strengthening Bonds: Practical 

Tools for Building Relationship Skills in the 

Classroom" 

Each session will explore how these 

essential life skills align with Catholic 

teachings and how Friendzy’s curriculum 

empowers teachers to foster a thriving faith-

based environment. Join us as we work 

together to build strong Catholic 

communities for generations to come. The 

presenters are seasoned Catholic school 

educators with expertise in theology and 

educational practice. 

 

David Anders, Ph.D. and Julie Emory-Johnson, Ed.D. 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/keeping_the_faith_the_importance_of_r

elationships.html  
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The Power of the Strategic Pause: Fostering Long-Term Financial Stability in 

Catholic Education 

 

When my husband and I sat down at the 

dinner table each night at the beginning of 

this school year, it regularly felt like we 

were entering a battlefield—algebra 

homework with our 13-year-old daughter. 

The frustration had been palpable for weeks 

as we struggled through concepts that felt 

increasingly out of reach. Having been 

blessed to work with brilliant Catholic 

school educators across the country, I knew 

when to ask for help and when to defer to 

the experts in the room—because clearly, we 

were not those experts. The idea that soon 

we'd only have to endure math homework 

with her, even one less time each week, felt 

like a lifeline. 

One of her teachers from her Catholic 

school graciously agreed to provide weekly 

support and we were ecstatic. I made a clear 

request: help her with her homework twice a 

week. However, her teacher kindly but 

firmly pushed back, suggesting instead that 

they focus their time on the core concepts 

she was struggling with rather than simply 

supporting homework. This feedback felt 

like a setback, as we had hoped for an 

immediate reprieve. Regardless, we trusted 

his expertise and took his more intentional 

and less reactive approach. 

Unsurprisingly, within three weeks our 

daughter was tackling her math homework 

independently. This experience reminded me 

of the value of the "strategic pause"—of 

intentionally taking a moment to plan and 

refocus, even when it feels you are under 

unmanageable pressure. In Catholic 

education, where immediate needs 

constantly arise, this concept holds 

particular value, especially in the realm of 

advancement. 

Embracing the “Strategic Pause” in 

Advancement 

Fundraising in education often feels like a 

race to meet critical needs. The “right now” 

almost always feels existential. But what if 

we could go beyond that mindset? Instead of 

focusing solely on short-term goals, imagine 

if we took a proactive, long-term approach, 

pausing to think deliberately about how 

advancement efforts and fundraising could 

help fulfill the broader mission of Catholic 

education. By dedicating time to purposeful 

planning, we could shift from simply 

meeting financial demands (or this year's 

budget) to building a foundation for 

sustainable growth and stability. 

Consider for a moment the impact that small 

but meaningful changes could have. If each 

school committed to increasing its funds 

raised by 10 percent over the next 12 

months, the cumulative effect would be 

transformative. These funds could help fill 

tuition gaps, provide critical professional 

development for staff, support 

underprivileged students or provide 

exceptional learner support. What do you 

think your school could do with an extra 10 

percent of all of your funds raised? 

A Call to Think Differently 

In Catholic education, it is easy to remain in 

reactive mode, addressing urgent needs as 

they arise because there is no shortage of 

needs. However, consider the potential if 

you allow yourself to pause, step back and 

think ahead. This "strategic pause" does not 

mean stopping everything but granting 

yourself the time and perspective to build a 

more sustainable, impactful future. By 

approaching advancement work with a 

mindset that values being measured and 
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deliberate, you will begin to feel less like 

you are constantly in triage mode. 

As educators, administrators and leaders, 

your mission goes beyond the daily tasks of 

teaching and management. You are stewards 

of a larger vision that includes operational 

vitality, ensuring every student has access to 

a well-rounded, faith-based education. As 

defined by NCEA, operational vitality 

encompasses the effective management of 

finances, human resources, facilities and 

institutional advancement to ensure the 

sustainability and growth of Catholic 

schools (NCEA, 2023). As you can see, it 

involves much more than meeting this year's 

budget; it is about creating a resilient 

foundation to sustain our schools and strive 

for solvency. 

Building a sustainable future for our schools 

requires more than just meeting immediate 

needs; it involves a thoughtful, goal-oriented 

approach. This concept, often referred to as 

the 'means-ends logic of strategic action,' 

highlights the importance of setting clear 

intentions, defining goals and planning 

carefully. By embracing this approach, 

school leaders can create a pathway that 

addresses current challenges while also 

laying the groundwork for lasting impact 

(Chia & Holt, 2023). 

From Small Tweaks to Big Impact 

Building a sustainable future does not 

always require sweeping changes; 

sometimes, minor, well-thought-out 

adjustments can make a major impact. 

For example, implementing a "Donate Now" 

button on your website can boost donations 

by up to 190 percent, providing a much-

needed lift in fundraising efforts (Donorbox, 

2023). Furthermore, selecting a platform 

that enhances the donor experience can 

significantly increase the amount donated. 

Research shows that organizations 

prioritizing donor experience see a 47 

percent increase in year-over-year donations 

(EverTrue, 2023). 

Another small change that can net big 

rewards is evaluating your fundraising 

technology provider. Choosing one with a 

lower or free fee structure and keeping a 

keen eye out for hidden fees and inflated 

platform fees can immediately save a 

substantial amount of money. 

Schools can also strengthen donor 

engagement through storytelling 

highlighting their unique charisms and 

missions. Storytelling is a powerful tool in 

fundraising; it captures attention, builds 

emotional connections and enhances donor 

engagement by illustrating the direct impact 

of contributions. Studies have shown that 

donors who feel emotionally connected to a 

cause are more likely to increase their giving 

and continue supporting that mission 

(Nonprofit Hub, 2023). 

Imagine if every Catholic school in the 

country implemented even one of these 

strategies. The collective impact could be 

remarkable, creating a ripple effect that 

amplifies the mission of Catholic education 

nationwide. By rethinking our approach to 

advancement and taking an occasional 

"strategic pause," we are not just working 

towards solvency and the ability to thrive—

we are investing in the future of our schools 

and the current and subsequent students who 

walk their halls. 

 

Crystal Berry 

https://read.nxtbook.com/ncea/momentum/winter_2025/the_power_of_the_strategic_pause_foste

ring_long_term_financial_stability_in_catholic_education.html  
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Spiritual and Religious 

 

It’s the paradigmatic statement of belief in 

the twenty-first century: “I’m spiritual but 

not religious.” That captures both man’s 

irrepressible longing for the supernatural 

and today’s individualistic distrust of 

institutions. And all the data report the same: 

church attendance is down and 28 percent of 

Americans are religiously disaffiliated. Yet 

of the disaffiliated, half call themselves 

spiritual and three-quarters believe in God or 

a higher power. The trend is clear: the 

spiritual person prefers to relate to God on 

his own terms; the religious person, who 

prefers to relate to God through an 

organized religion, is fading into minority 

status. 

Some new data complement this 

picture: Bible sales jumped 22 percent in 

2024 while church attendance has continued 

to drop. The Wall Street Journal report on 

the former included an embedded video 

from an “artist and influencer” who 

pronounced the esprit du siècle: “I’ve never 

studied [the Bible] or read it. And now at 28 

years old I’ve been finding myself having 

this deeper craving for really understanding 

what it means to walk with God and I think 

that definitely starts with reading and 

studying the Bible.” 

We thank God for her craving, which 

resembles the Ethiopian eunuch’s efforts, 

recounted in the Acts of the Apostles, to read 

the prophet Isaiah. He did not understand the 

book, so he asked the apostle Philip for 

instruction. “Then Philip opened his mouth, 

and beginning with this scripture he told him 

the good news of Jesus.” (Acts 8:35) The 

eunuch was so enlightened that he asked to 

be baptized on the spot. 

Will this young influencer, who is also a 

church-goer, come to the same realization: 

that to read and study the Bible, she needs 

someone knowledgeable to teach her? 

That teacher is religion. Without it, the 

individual veers from the path of false self-

confidence into a murky solipsism where 

truth cannot penetrate. Instead of finding 

God, the spiritual but not religious person 

finds only himself – and it is himself whom 

he ultimately worships. At his own peril. 

Today’s alleged wall of separation between 

the spiritual and the religious brings the 

pursuit of both to a halt. This is an 

unnecessary tragedy, for spiritual and 

religious are not only complementary 

realities. The religious presupposes the 

spiritual; it would not exist otherwise. 

Taking the words by their definitions, a 

person is spiritual if he lives conscious of his 

soul and of his connection to God; a person 

is religious if he exercises his soul and 

connection to God through an established 

way of worship, belief, and morals. 

The individualism that has bifurcated the 

spiritual from the religious values freedom 

from all constraints – religious, familial, 

societal, biological – so that each person can 

seemingly create himself anew with every 

decision he makes. This perspective is 

contrary to human nature, which is 

inherently dependent on biology, family, and 

society to live in a healthy and happy 

manner. 

Our longing for the supernatural is also 

grounded in human nature: we are hardwired 

to seek things higher than ourselves, and to 

bend our knees in worship of them. Religion 

guides the spirit so that we worship the 

correct thing, God, and do so in the proper 

way. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2024/01/24/religious-nones-in-america-who-they-are-and-what-they-believe/
https://www.wsj.com/business/media/sales-of-bibles-are-booming-fueled-by-first-time-buyers-and-new-versions-d402460e
https://news.gallup.com/poll/642548/church-attendance-declined-religious-groups.aspx
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Those who prefer their personal spirituality 

over religion are quick to identify the 

multiplicity of religions, and their sins, as 

signs that they are better off on their own. 

But critically, the individual is destined to 

reproduce these same problems on the micro 

level and will only, therefore, succeed in 

worshipping himself. 

The human need for family and community 

offers the best approach for bringing the 

spiritual and the religious together today. 

Family and community provide for our 

material and spiritual needs throughout our 

lives, especially in the first two decades. 

Religion, which we practice in community, 

nurtures our spiritual needs according to the 

practices of our ancestors, whose wisdom 

teaches us and whose sins warn us. 

To return to our young influencer and the 

Ethiopian, religion teaches us what we 

cannot learn solely on our own. In order to 

learn those things, one particular virtue is 

required, one in short supply today: 

humility. 

Not all religions are created equal, of course, 

and the considerations for why Catholicism 

is the true religion are for another day. Yet 

the fundamental orientation of a religious 

person, that is, of one who relates to God 

according to an established way, is one of 

humility before God and before oneself. 

No one person has all the answers; it is 

foolish for an individual to believe he can 

find his way to God on his own. It is far 

more effective to relate to God through 

established forms, especially since, for 

Catholics, these forms – the sacraments, the 

teachings of the Church, the moral law – 

come directly from God and therefore lead 

back to Him. 

Does the spiritual but not religious 

individual think he knows better than God? 

Better than so many others who contributed 

to religion’s virtuous practices? Why should 

he go to God on his own when there are so 

many means – and so many co-religionists 

– to help him develop a vibrant spiritual 

life? 

“Spiritual not religious” contributes to 

atomization. “Spiritual and religious” 

generates community, the only place where 

the individual thrives. Those “Nones” 

serious about their spirituality would do well 

to learn a key Biblical lesson: humbling 

oneself leads to exaltation. 

 The Catholic religion, above all, specializes 

in training the spirit in the school of 

humility. The humbler we are, the more 

deeply we will crave God. 

 

David G Bonagura, Jr.  

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/02/16/spiritual-and-religious/  
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The Basic Skill Some Students Today Can No Longer Master 

 

Shockingly, many teens are unable to read an analog clock. But here’s why this and other age-old 

skills are crucial today. 

 

In an age dominated by smartphones, 

tablets, and digital displays, it may seem 

unnecessary to teach children how to read an 

analog clock. Thus, some schools are now 

removing these clocks from exam 

rooms because many students struggle to tell 

time using them. 

This raises an important question: Are we 

equipping the next generation with the 

fundamental skills they need, not just for 

convenience, but for resilience and self-

sufficiency? 

Technology has brought remarkable 

advancements, making life more efficient 

and interconnected. However, relying 

entirely on digital tools can create a fragile 

dependency. What happens when the battery 

dies, the power goes out, or technology is 

simply unavailable? 

There is a practical benefit in knowing how 

to read an analog clock, just as there is in 

understanding basic arithmetic without a 

calculator or knowing how to navigate 

without GPS. These skills foster 

independence and confidence in a world 

that, despite its modern conveniences, 

remains unpredictable. 

Unexpected benefits to knowing the basics 

Beyond mere practicality, learning to read 

an analog clock offers cognitive benefits. 

Unlike digital clocks, which present time in 

an instant numerical format, analog clocks 

require an understanding of spatial 

awareness, fractions, and the passage of 

time. They help develop a child’s ability to 

grasp concepts like elapsed time and 

planning, skills that are invaluable in both 

academic and everyday life. 

From a moral and philosophical perspective, 

there is value in teaching children skills that 

connect them to tradition and wisdom 

passed down through generations. 

Timekeeping, in its most fundamental sense, 

is not just about knowing when to start and 

stop an activity; it is about discipline, 

responsibility, and appreciating the rhythm 

of life. 

Even in Scripture, time is presented as a 

gift and a resource to be used 

wisely: "Teach us to count our days aright, 

that we may gain wisdom of heart." (Psalm 

90:12). This sentiment reminds us that time 

is not just something to be measured but to 

be stewarded with care. 

While we should certainly embrace the 

benefits of modern technology, we must also 

be mindful of what is being lost when we 

forgo traditional skills. Just as reading an 

analog clock is a simple yet significant 

ability, there are many other life skills — 

such as cursive handwriting, map-reading, 

and mental arithmetic — that serve to make 

us well-rounded individuals capable of 

navigating the world with confidence. 

These are not outdated abilities but enduring 

ones, reinforcing the idea that true 

knowledge is not confined to what is most 

convenient at a given moment. 

Preparing for the future 

Education should not simply be about 

preparing children for the immediate 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018/04/24/schools-removing-analogue-clocks-exam-halls-teenagers-unable/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018/04/24/schools-removing-analogue-clocks-exam-halls-teenagers-unable/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018/04/24/schools-removing-analogue-clocks-exam-halls-teenagers-unable/
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present, where digital convenience rules, but 

for a future where adaptability and 

foundational skills remain crucial. The 

removal of analog clocks from schools 

might seem like a small matter, but it signals 

a larger issue: Are we making learning 

easier at the cost of making children less 

capable? 

Perhaps the better approach is not to remove 

analog clocks, but to ensure that all students 

are given the tools to read them with ease. In 

doing so, we preserve a skill that has stood 

the test of time — quite literally — and 

instill in young minds the understanding that 

some knowledge, no matter how simple, 

remains invaluable. 

 

Cerith Gardiner 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/15/the-basic-skill-some-students-today-can-no-longer-master  
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Catholic Leaders Push For $10 Billion Federal School Choice Program 

 

Catholic leaders have voiced support for a 

bill that would establish a federal tax credit 

to expand school choice in K–12 education. 

If passed, the Educational Choices for 

Children Act (ECCA), introduced at the end 

of January during National School Choice 

Week and National Catholic Schools Week, 

would provide $10 billion in tax incentives 

for those who contribute to nonprofits that 

provide education scholarships for K–12. 

The program is designed to encourage 

individuals and businesses to donate by 

offering tax credits for donations to 

Scholarship Granting Organizations 

(SGOS), non-private 501c3s that provide 

scholarships for eligible students to attend 

qualifying K–12s. The program would also 

help assist students in public, private, and 

home school with tuition, fees, books, and 

educational materials. A companion version 

of the bill has been introduced in the House. 

School choice programs help low- and 

middle-income families send their children 

to private schools of their choice, including 

the nearly 6,000 Catholic schools across 

the nation. Following a record expansion of 

state school choice programs in 2023, 

the National Catholic Educational 

Association found that more than 1 in 10 

Catholic school students used school choice 

programs to help them attend Catholic 

school in the 2023-2024 school year. While 

the number of states offering school choice 

programs has rapidly risen in recent years, 

these programs are only in select states. 

Numerous bishops and Catholic conferences 

throughout the U.S. have pushed for the 

ECCA, highlighting that it supports parental 

rights, education access, and religious 

freedom across the United States. 

Bishop Michael Burbidge of Arlington, 

Virginia, on Feb. 6 encouraged lawmakers 

to implement legislation that “provides for 

an ever-greater spectrum of educational 

choice for families.” 

“As Catholics, we know the crucial role that 

Catholic schools serve in support of parents, 

the first and primary educators of their 

children, by providing enriching and morally 

robust choices — especially for all those 

who experience economic or other 

challenges that would otherwise put a high-

quality private education out of reach,” 

Burbidge wrote. 

“Greater educational choice for families is 

good for everyone, as the experience of so 

many states shows, and what is good for 

individual families and their children is also 

good for our whole nation,” Burbidge 

continued. 

The U.S. bishops voiced support for the act 

in a Jan. 30 letter to U.S. Sen. Dr. Bill 

Cassidy, R-Louisiana, and Rep. Adrian 

Smith, R-Nebraska, who introduced the 

legislation following Trump’s executive 

order on expanding school 

choice programs. 

The head of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on 

Catholic Education, Bishop David 

O’Connell, CM, of Trenton, New Jersey, in 

a Jan. 30 letter welcomed the proposed 

legislation, citing its affirmation of parental 

rights in education and its protections of 

religious freedom. 

He said the legislation is necessary to 

combat “anti-Catholic” Blaine Amendments 

that prohibit public funding of religious 

schools and leave Catholic families “cut off 

from school choice at the state level.” 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/120/text
https://ncea.org/common/Uploaded%20files/Who%20We%20Are/Data/2023-2024-NCEA-Data-Brief.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256663/4-catholic-schools-in-the-us-that-are-keeping-the-faith
https://ncea.org/NCEA/How_We_Serve/News/Press_Releases/NCEA-Releases-2023-2024-Data-on-State-of-Catholic-Schools.aspx
https://ncea.org/NCEA/How_We_Serve/News/Press_Releases/NCEA-Releases-2023-2024-Data-on-State-of-Catholic-Schools.aspx
https://www.catholicherald.com/article/bishop-burbidge/educational-choice-for-children-act/
https://www.ilcatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/USCCB-Letter-of-Support-ECCA-2025-1-UPDATED.pdf
https://adriansmith.house.gov/media/press-releases/smith-owens-cassidy-colleagues-reintroduce-educational-choice-children-act
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-choice-end-radical-indoctrination
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-choice-end-radical-indoctrination
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“The Educational Choice for Children Act is 

vital for families across the country who 

have little to no access to school choice in 

part due to a history of anti-Catholic 

bigotry,” O’Connell said. 

“Thirty-seven state constitutions still have 

‘Blaine Amendments’ that prohibit public 

funding of religious schools, so named after 

the nakedly anti-Catholic attempt by Sen. 

[James] Blaine to amend the U.S. 

Constitution in 1875 to deny support to 

‘sectarian’ schools,” he said. 

“Opponents of parental choice continue to 

use Blaine Amendments to limit access to 

children’s educational options,” O’Connell 

said. “Amid ongoing litigation to resolve 

these issues in several states, there are still 

millions of children across the country who 

have no access to school choice.” 

Several Catholic Conferences 

including California, Illinois, Kansas, Con

necticut, and Washington state encouraged 

Catholics to urge legislators to support the 

ECCA. 

New York chancellor who met with 

Trump ‘hopeful’ it will pass 

After attending a White House roundtable 

on the ECCA that included Republican 

governors, religious leaders, and education 

reform advocates to discuss the ECCA, the 

chancellor of the Archdiocese of New York, 

John Cahill, said he was “hopeful” the bill 

would pass. 

Cahill, who met with President Donald 

Trump, said during a Feb. 4 “Conversations 

with Cardinal Dolan” interview that the 

president was “very interested” in making 

sure the act is included in the omnibus 

budget bill within the next 100 days. 

Cahill said the House is likely to have the 

votes, while the Senate “we probably still 

need to do some work on.” 

“We are in the best position to get some help 

from Washington on this,” Cahill added. 

“The president was very keen on the crisis 

that we have in the education system, a 

monopoly that, for the most part, failed 

during COVID.” 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York said 

in the same interview that the ECCA “really 

is a start” for increasing school choice for 

parents amid school closures in the 

Archdiocese of New York. 

Dolan applauded the school choice 

legislation in an opinion piece for the New 

York Post, noting that “expanding education 

freedom with school choice must be one of 

the solutions to improve education for all 

children, regardless of where they attend 

school.” 

The bill protects private or religious schools 

from being excluded from the scholarship 

program and also prohibits government 

officials from mandating or controlling 

those schools. 

Cahill noted that the bill had support from 

legislators and governors of various faiths 

and that the focus was on increasing 

education options. 

“This was all about choice of education for 

parents to do what’s best for the kids and 

had support geographically and 

demographically across our country,” Cahill 

said. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/14/catholic-leaders-push-for-10-billion-federal-

school-choice-program/  

https://x.com/CACatholicConf/status/1882193829207638274
https://www.ilcatholic.org/federal-scholarship-tax-credit-program-educational-choice-act-for-children-ecca/
https://www.kansascatholic.org/issues/active-campaigns
https://action.ctcatholicpac.org/schoolaction
https://action.ctcatholicpac.org/schoolaction
https://yakimadiocese.org/2025/02/05/wscc-2025-catholic-advocacy-bulletin-3/
https://www.dailywire.com/news/exclusive-first-white-house-roundtable-to-highlight-school-choice-with-top-gop-govs
https://www.dailywire.com/news/exclusive-first-white-house-roundtable-to-highlight-school-choice-with-top-gop-govs
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/120/text
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/watch-cwcd
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/watch-cwcd
https://nypost.com/2025/01/31/opinion/the-dismal-data-on-test-scores-proves-trump-and-congress-must-pass-nationwide-school-choice-now/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/14/catholic-leaders-push-for-10-billion-federal-school-choice-program/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/14/catholic-leaders-push-for-10-billion-federal-school-choice-program/
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Christian School Worker Wins Landmark Trial for Expressing Religious 

Beliefs 

 

Judges have ruled that Kristie Higgs was 

wrongly sacked over social media posts that 

criticised the use of gender ideology in 

classrooms. 

The school administrator won a six-year 

battle over the right to express Christian 

beliefs after senior judges said on 12 

February that she was unfairly dismissed by 

the school where she worked over comments 

she had made in a private capacity 

on Facebook, reports The Times. 

The case had been seen as a landmark 

freedom of conscience trial, and lawyers for 

Ms Higgs have predicted that the ruling in 

the Court of Appeal will have “significant 

ramifications for Christian freedom in the 

workplace”. 

Her lawyers said the judgment would boost 

“the freedom of any employee to express 

biblical principles on marriage and family, 

some of which may express opposition to 

LGBTQI-plus ideology, in public or private, 

without the fear of losing their livelihoods”. 

Higgs claimed that senior staff at Farmor’s 

School in Fairford, Gloucestershire, 

compared her views to those of “Nazi right-

wing extremists” after the head teacher was 

passed a screenshot of one of her private 

Facebook posts, The Times reports. 

It notes that the mother of two, who before 

she was sacked had spent seven years as a 

pastoral worker and administrator, sued the 

school at the Bristol employment tribunal 

for discrimination in a claim that sought 

more than £55,000 in damages. 

In their ruling, three appeal judges said that 

Higgs’s sacking “was unquestionably a 

disproportionate response”, and that “even if 

the language of the re-posts passes the 

threshold of objectionability, it is not grossly 

offensive”. 

The judges, led by Lord Justice Underhill, 

the vice-president of the Court of Appeal, 

added that “there was no evidence that the 

reputation of the school had thus far been 

damaged” and that “there was no possibility 

that, even if readers of the posts associated 

[Higgs] with the school, they would believe 

that [the posts] represented its own views”. 

Speaking about the ruling on the steps of the 

Royal Courts of Justice in London, Higgs 

gave thanks to God for her free speech 

victory at the Court of Appeal and said that 

“expressing biblical Christian teaching on 

gender and sexuality may appear to be 

offensive to those who hold the opposite 

views, but as today’s judgment signals, 

Christians have a right to express their 

beliefs publicly”. 

In 2019, Mrs Higgs was dismissed for 

alleged gross misconduct by Farmor’s 

School in Fairford, Gloucestershire, after 

sharing Facebook posts criticising plans to 

teach about LGBT-related relationships in 

primary schools. 

Mrs Higgs specifically raised concerns 

about relationship education at her son’s 

Church of England primary school. Pupils 

there were to learn about the No Outsiders 

In Our School programme, which is a series 

of books that proclaims to deliver the 

objectives outlined in the Equality Act 2010 

and to prepare “children for life in modern 

Britain”. 

In 2018, Mrs Higgs, who at the time posted 

on Facebook under her maiden name, shared 

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/law/article/christian-school-worker-wins-six-year-battle-over-expressing-beliefs-t6vbchzvm
https://thecatholicherald.com/christian-teacher-sacked-for-facebook-posts-on-lgbt-lessons-heads-to-uk-courts-in-landmark-trial-for-freedom-of-speech-and-conscience/
https://thecatholicherald.com/christian-teacher-sacked-for-facebook-posts-on-lgbt-lessons-heads-to-uk-courts-in-landmark-trial-for-freedom-of-speech-and-conscience/
https://christianconcern.com/news/kristie-gives-thanks-to-god-for-her-free-speech-win/
https://christianconcern.com/news/kristie-gives-thanks-to-god-for-her-free-speech-win/
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two posts in October of that year to about 

100 friends. 

One of the posts referred to “brainwashing 

our children”, and, referencing the No 

Outsiders In Our School classes, suggested: 

“Children will be taught that all 

relationships are equally valid and ‘normal’, 

so that same-sex marriage is exactly the 

same as traditional marriage, and gender is a 

matter of choice, not biology, so that it’s up 

to them what sex they are.” 

She added: “We say again this is a vicious 

form of totalitarianism aimed at suppressing 

Christianity and removing it from the public 

arena.” 

Subsequently, an anonymous complaint was 

made to the school and Mrs Higgs was 

suspended and, after a disciplinary hearing, 

dismissed for gross misconduct. 

Following her dismissal, Mrs Higgs took the 

school to an employment tribunal, arguing 

she had been unlawfully discriminated 

against because of her Christian beliefs. 

 

The Catholic Herald 

https://thecatholicherald.com/christian-school-worker-wins-landmark-trial-for-expressing-

religious-beliefs/  
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3 Fun and Easy Ways to Celebrate St. Valentine’s Day with Kids 

 

It’s easy to forget that the “holiday of love” began as a Catholic saint’s feast day! Celebrate with 

a short movie, activity, and dessert. 

 

It’s easy to forget that the “holiday of love” 

began as a Catholic saint’s feast day!  

The real St. Valentine was a priest and early 

Christian martyr who died in 270. Over the 

centuries, his feast day came to be 

associated with romantic love. 

Catholic parents can tie in lots of positive 

things to this holiday, such as consecrating 

your home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus or 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. (Check out 

this great list for more ideas!) 

If you’d like just a few easy and fun ways to 

celebrate with kids, here are three of our 

favorite ideas. 

[1] Share the story of the real St. 

Valentine 

Watch The First Valentine, a short but 

powerful movie dramatizing the life of St. 

Valentine: 

Or simply read aloud the story of St. 

Valentine from the Golden Legend, found 

here. 

[2] Spread words of love 

During dinner, go around the table with each 

family member sharing things they love 

about everyone else.  

Take it a step further and cut out paper 

hearts on which your kids can write things 

they love about one another. You can hang 

these on a string garland or on the walls for 

a sweet reminder of your family’s love for 

one another.  

[3] Plan a special treat 

If you’d like to make something special for 

this holiday, we suggest chocolate pudding 

cake. It’s essentially a giant chocolate lava 

cake, best served with vanilla ice cream! 

If you’d like to plan something special that 

doesn’t involve sugar (we get it!), today is a 

perfect occasion for a special outing, such as 

a children’s museum, a playplace, or a local 

indoor pool. Or bring the celebration home 

and have a friend over for a Valentine-

themed play date! 

However you celebrate, we hope you know 

how much God loves you, today and every 

day. Happy feast of St. Valentine! 

 

Theresa Civantos Barber  

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/14/3-fun-and-easy-ways-to-celebrate-st-valentines-day-with-kids  

 

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2022/02/14/who-was-the-real-st-valentine#:~:text=Valentine%20of%20Rome%2C%20a%20priest%20who%20was%20martyred%20on%20this,the%20persecution%20under%20Claudius%20II.
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/3-simple-ways-to-celebrate-st-valentines-day-with-your-family/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-Teaching+Catholic+Kids&utm_term=1349D5818412D9V&oly_enc_id=1349D5818412D9V
https://aleteia.org/2022/02/14/who-was-the-real-st-valentine
https://aleteia.org/2022/02/14/who-was-the-real-st-valentine
https://thebigmansworld.com/hot-fudge-pudding-cake/
https://thebigmansworld.com/hot-fudge-pudding-cake/
https://aleteia.org/2025/02/14/3-fun-and-easy-ways-to-celebrate-st-valentines-day-with-kids
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2 Novels and A Play That Illuminate True Romantic Love 

 

These three works of literature help us understand the Christian nature of true romantic love that 

we celebrate on Valentine’s Day. 

 

If there’s one day of the year that we are all 

encouraged to think about romantic love, it’s 

St. Valentine’s Day. Feeling duly encouraged 

to do so, let’s celebrate the romance of the 

day by picking up a classic work of 

literature that encapsulates romantic love in 

the spirit of Christian faith. 

Here are my three suggestions. 

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 

Nowhere is the Christian spirit of romantic 

love more evident and more wonderfully 

evoked than in the novels of Jane Austen. 

This is so much the case that it’s not easy to 

pick just one of her novels from any of the 

rest. All of them showcase true love as being 

inseparable from that greater love which 

entails the laying down of the life of the 

lover for his or her beloved. Since, however, 

we can only read them one at a time, let’s 

pick the incomparable Miss Austen’s first 

published novel for our St, Valentine’s 

reading. 

Sense and Sensibility, as its title suggests, 

looks at the role of reason (sense) and 

emotion (sensibility) in the pursuit of 

romantic love. Which is more important? 

Should we follow our heads or our hearts? 

Or is it about getting the balance between 

reason and emotion right? As we follow the 

interwoven lives of the two sisters, Elinor 

and Marianne Dashwood, we come to see 

how “sense” in the absence of charity 

becomes hard-headedness and how 

“sensibility” in the absence of reason leads 

to recklessness. 

Most important, we come to understand that 

losing our heads or losing our hearts are not 

the ways to find true and enduring love. 

THE BETROTHED 

If the choice of a novel by Jane Austen 

might seem obvious, the choice of the 

second novel for St. Valentine’s Day is less 

so. The Betrothed by Alessandro Manzoni, a 

classic of Italian literature, is not as well 

known in the English-speaking world as it 

should be. Manzoni was a revert to the 

Catholic faith when he wrote the novel, 

which is evident in the doctrinal sense and 

the devout religious sensibility with which 

he tells the story of Renzo and Lucia, the 

betrothed couple. Swept apart by political 

intrigue and circumstance, the hapless pair 

find themselves on a seemingly hopeless 

quest to be reunited. 

Lucia is a worthy heroine who shows 

faithful fortitude in the face of great trials 

and tribulations. Like Penelope in 

Homer’s Odyssey, she is besieged by the 

unwelcome advances of wicked men and 

beset by troubles not of her own making. 

Like Dante’s Beatrice, she serves as an icon 

of idealized femininity, worthy of anyone’s 

love and warranting great sacrifice on the 

part of any lover who would wish to win her 

hand in marriage. 

In contrast, Renzo is as utterly unworthy of 

her as Dante is of Beatrice. He is hotheaded, 

rash in his judgments and rushed in his 

actions. His lack of prudence and 

temperance all too often makes matters 

worse. And yet he is essentially good-

natured and stout-hearted, and faithful in his 

https://loc.ignatius.com/ignatiuscriticaleditions/austen-sense-and-sensibility.htm
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/107406/the-betrothed-by-alessandro-manzoni/
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love for Lucia. We can’t help liking him. We 

wish him well. Ultimately, we wish him 

success in his quest to find the woman he 

loves. 

THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 

Our final selection is not a novel but a play 

by William Shakespeare. No, it’s not Romeo 

and Juliet, which shows how romantic love 

can destroy both the reckless lover and his 

equally reckless beloved. It’s The Merry 

Wives of Windsor, one of the many merry 

comedies in which Shakespeare shows the 

triumph of true love. Most of his comedies 

end in marriage, often multiple marriages, 

and The Merry Wives of Windsor is no 

exception. But this particular one has been 

selected because it is not primarily about 

young people seeking marriage, such as 

Elinor and Marianne Dashwood or Renzo 

and Lucia, but about married couples 

exhibiting the nuptial love between spouses. 

This is indeed appropriate for St. Valentine’s 

Day. More Valentine’s cards are purchased 

each year by husbands for their wives, and 

by wives for their husbands, than are 

purchased by those courting potential 

spouses. It is, therefore, only fitting that we 

should select a play on St. Valentine’s Day 

which doesn’t celebrate the quest for marital 

love but the consummation of such love in 

holy matrimony. It is indeed a time for 

wives and husbands to make merry! 

 

Joseph Pearce 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/12/2-novels-and-a-play-that-illuminate-true-romantic-love  
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Uncomfortable Martyrdoms 

 

The dominant narrative of victimized American Indians and victimizer white settlers has a 

tendency to obscure what the many civilizations and tribes of our continent’s indigenous 

populations were truly like. 

 

On January 27, Pope Francis officially 

recognized the martyrdom of five Spanish 

Franciscan missionaries killed in September 

1597 in what is now the state of Georgia. 

Francis labeled the martyrdom of the 

Venerable Servants of God Pedro de Corpa, 

Blas Rodríguez de Cuacos, Miguel de Añón, 

Antonio de Badajoz, and Francisco de 

Veráscola—also known as the “Georgia 

Martyrs”—to be in odium fidei (in hatred of 

the faith). The friars were murdered by an 

indigenous tribe because of an argument 

over marriage—many of the men took 

multiple wives. A sixth friar, Francisco de 

Ávila, was kidnapped and tortured before 

being liberated months later. 

When we consider such martyr stories, we 

usually focus our attention on the martyrs 

themselves: their faith, their courage, their 

stories which led them to the moment when 

they died for the Faith. But there’s another 

element to martyrdom stories that has 

historical, political, and spiritual importance: 

the character of the cultures doing the actual 

martyring. And that’s especially the case 

when the default stance of our dominant 

cultural institutions—media, the academy, 

and entertainment industry—is nothing but 

sympathy for indigenous peoples. 

The fact that the Super Bowl featured a team 

called “The Chiefs” provoked the customary 

indignation from pundits who claim such 

mascots are racist toward indigenous 

peoples. “The team’s imagery is filled with 

racist tropes,” declared ESPN panelist 

and Washington Post columnist Kevin 

Blackistone, who accused the team of 

“cultural theft wrapped in misappropriated 

imagery and accompanying cartoonish 

imitations of their customs.” Changing team 

names such as the Washington Redskins and 

Cleveland Indians, land acknowledgements, 

and investigative journalism into American 

Indian children who died in boarding 

schools—these are all examples of attempts 

to “atone” for historic sins against 

indigenous peoples. 

Certainly, as Catholics we should 

demonstrate charity and empathy for those 

who suffer, and the story of Native 

American relations with settlers and the U.S. 

government is categorically one of suffering, 

epitomized in such incidents as the Trail of 

Tears, the Sand Creek massacre, or 

Wounded Knee. Even American Indians 

who did their best to comply with the 

demands of the government and military 

often encountered mistreatment, betrayal, 

and violence. And American Indians today 

endure great hardship, with 

comparatively higher incidence rates of 

addiction, sexual violence, 

and poverty than other groups in the United 

States. 

But the dominant narrative of victimized 

American Indians and victimizer white 

settlers has a tendency to obscure what the 

many civilizations and tribes of our 

continent’s indigenous populations were 

truly like. This is where martyr stories can 

be so important. 

Consider the stories of the Canadian Martyrs 

(though many of them were actually killed 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/29/georgia-martyrs-died-upholding-the-dignity-of-marriage
https://aleteia.org/2025/01/29/georgia-martyrs-died-upholding-the-dignity-of-marriage
https://www.thegeorgiamartyrs.org/en/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/02/07/kansas-city-chiefs-name-offensive-tomahawk-chop/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/02/07/kansas-city-chiefs-name-offensive-tomahawk-chop/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/02/07/kansas-city-chiefs-name-offensive-tomahawk-chop/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2024/native-american-deaths-burial-sites-boarding-schools/
https://americanaddictioncenters.org/rehab-guide/addiction-statistics-demographics/native-americans
https://americanaddictioncenters.org/rehab-guide/addiction-statistics-demographics/native-americans
https://ballardbrief.byu.edu/issue-briefs/sexual-assault-on-native-american-reservations-in-the-us
http://indianyouth.org/american-indian-life/poverty-cycle
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in what is now upstate New York). The 

French Jesuits Isaac Jogues and René 

Goupil, for example, were ambushed by 

Iroquois warriors in 1642. For months, the 

Iroquois subjected Jogues and Goupil to 

terrible tortures, including tearing off their 

hair, beards, and nails, and biting through 

their forefingers. The Iroquois eventually 

tomahawked Goupil to death. Jogues 

escaped in 1643; but three years later, in 

1646, he was tomahawked by a Mohawk 

warrior, his severed head implanted on a 

pole, and his dismembered body thrown into 

the Mohawk River. 

Three years after that, French Jesuit 

missionaries Jean de Brébeuf and Gabriel 

Lalemant were captured by Iroquois 

warriors who tortured them, subjecting them 

to boiling water, then burning them at the 

stake. The Iroquois then cannibalized de 

Brébeuf’s body, drinking his blood and 

eating his heart. That same year, another 

French Jesuit, Noël Chabanel, was murdered 

by a “renegade” Huron. 

Farther south, in what is now Virginia, the 

Powhatan—a tribe celebrated in 

contemporary accounts of Pocahontas—in 

1571 betrayed and murdered Jesuit 

missionaries Juan Baptista de Segura, 

Gabriel Gómez, Pedro de Linares, Cristóbal 

Redondo, and Sancho de Zaballos. The 

Powhatan then tried to deceive a Spanish 

relief expedition later that spring by dressing 

in the dead Jesuits’ cassocks. (The Spanish 

soldiers recognized the deception, and 

avoided a similar fate.)  

Out west, approximately 2,000 Comanches 

and allied North Texas Indians in 

1758 attacked Mission Santa Cruz de San 

Sabá, on the San Saba River in what is now 

Texas. Among those killed were two priests, 

Fray Alonso Giraldo de Terreros and Fray 

José de Santiesteban Aberín, who were 

seeking to evangelize the Apache. (As S.C. 

Gwynne describes in his best-selling 

book Empire of the Summer Moon, the 

Comanche’s brutality was especially 

legendary, mutilating the dead bodies of 

male settlers and gang-raping settler 

women.) A few decades after the attack on 

the Spanish mission in Texas, four 

Franciscan missionaries—Fathers Francisco 

Garcés, Juan Antonio de Barreneche, José 

Matías Moreno, and Juan Díaz—were 

murdered in 1781 during a Quechan 

uprising in what is now Arizona.  

These are not stories that are well-known, 

even among Catholics. But they offer a 

gruesome window into the practices of many 

Native American cultures. Polygamy, 

torture, rape, murder, and cannibalism were 

all practices settlers could expect to 

encounter among various indigenous 

civilizations. Yes, it’s true, not all tribes 

engaged in such horrors, but many did. (For 

another example of cannibalism, look up the 

Karankawa, a tribe in present-day Texas.) 

And, it should be said, indigenous peoples 

were fighting, conquering, and enslaving 

each other for millennia before European 

settlers arrived. 

This is one reason why the memorialization 

of martyrs killed by indigenous peoples is so 

important. Yes, we revere the faith and 

courage of the priests and religious who 

heroically sought to share the love of Christ 

and His Gospel with American Indians. But 

we also remember the terrible evils that 

these civilizations unleashed on their 

enemies. And those evils demonstrate that 

any narrative that presents Native Americans 

as solely innocent victims who suffered 

nothing but betrayal and abuse from 

American settlers is highly misleading and 

even false. Yes, settlers and soldiers often 

did indefensibly cruel things to indigenous 

peoples. But those indigenous peoples were 

capable of horrific cruelties as well.  

We revere the faith and courage of the 

priests and religious who heroically 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2022/02/18/the-story-of-father-baptista-de-segura-and-the-virginia-martyrs/
https://www.tshaonline.org/texas-day-by-day/entry/151
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Empire-of-the-Summer-Moon/S-C-Gwynne/9781416591061
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/francisco-garces-and-companions
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/francisco-garces-and-companions
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sought to share the love of Christ and His 

Gospel with American Indians. But we 

also remember the terrible evils that these 

civilizations unleashed on their enemies. 

The many martyrdoms that defined the 

evangelization of indigenous peoples in the 

Americas remind us of the pervasiveness 

and perversity of sin in our fallen human 

condition—and that it is only Christ who 

can help us both perceive that sin for what it 

is and defeat it with heroic virtue enabled by 

God’s grace. What is needed to address the 

continued suffering of indigenous peoples in 

the United States today is not performative 

land acknowledgments, name changes for 

professional sports teams, or patronizing 

portrayals in the media and movies. What is 

needed is the kind of saintly love and 

sacrifice manifested in such martyrs as our 

Church still (praise God) honors. 

 

Casey Chalk 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/uncomfortable-martyrdoms  
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5 Catholic Athletes Who Have Competed in The Super Bowl 

 

In honor of football’s Catholic history, let’s take a look back at 5 of the many Catholic athletes 

who have competed in the Super Bowl. 

 

Did you know American football has a long 

Catholic history?  

Professional football was long 

considered a Catholic sport, drawing 

rugged players from the working-

class blue-collar immigrant families 

of which a good percentage were at 

least culturally Catholic. 

That’s just professional football, but college 

football was even more important. 

Enthusiasts of American Catholic history 

know how much Notre Dame football’s 

success meant to an earlier generation: 

At the turn of the 20th century, 

American Catholics, especially the 

immigrants flooding into the U.S., 

faced doubts about their religious 

and national identities and 

allegiances. Notre Dame football 

helped to assuage these concerns and 

change the public’s perception of 

American Catholicism. 

The popularity of Notre Dame 

football during the Rockne era 

helped forge the distinct identity of 

American Catholics and counter 

claims that they weren’t American. 

The Catholic faithful across the 

country could now participate in the 

American ritual of cheering for their 

football team on Saturday, while also 

attending the global ritual of Mass on 

Sunday. As a result, the Fighting 

Irish reflected and shaped American 

Catholics’ journey to assimilate into 

mainstream American culture. 

In honor of football’s Catholic history, let’s 

take a look back at 5 Catholic athletes who 

have competed in the Super Bowl. (Of 

course, there have been many others beside 

these!) 

[1] Roger Staubach 

A devout Catholic, Staubach led the Dallas 

Cowboys to multiple Super Bowl 

appearances in the 1970s. He is credited 

with popularizing the term “Hail Mary" 

pass: 

Staubach’s Catholic faith was evident in one 

of the best highlight-reel plays in NFL 

history. In a 1975 playoff game against the 

Minnesota Vikings, he threw a 50-yard 

bomb to receiver Drew Pearson in the final 

seconds to win the game, 17-14. Interviewed 

after the game, Staubach joked that he had 

said a Hail Mary just before he threw the 

ball. 

From that point onward, any long 

desperation pass in an attempt to score in a 

game’s final seconds would be referred to as 

a “Hail Mary." 

[2] Vince Lombardi 

As head coach of the Green Bay Packers, 

Lombardi led the team to victories in the 

first two Super Bowls. A devout Catholic, he 

attended daily Mass throughout his life and 

coaching career. The Super Bowl trophy is 

named in his honor. 

[3] Mike Ditka 

Ditka won Super Bowl VI as a player with 

the Dallas Cowboys and later coached the 

https://catholiceducation.org/en/faith-and-character/top-10-catholic-heroes-of-the-super-bowl.html
https://time.com/7205461/notre-dame-football-christian-colleges/
https://aleteia.org/2024/10/29/was-this-hail-mary-pass-the-greatest-in-nfl-history
https://aleteia.org/2024/10/29/was-this-hail-mary-pass-the-greatest-in-nfl-history
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Chicago Bears to a Super Bowl XX victory. 

He is noted for his Catholic faith and is a 

Knight of Columbus. He has been involved 

in various charitable activities. 

[4] Harrison Butker 

The Kansas City Chiefs kicker is a 

practicing Catholic known for his faith. He 

has been open about his beliefs and is often 

seen wearing a brown scapular during 

games. 

[5] Don Shula 

A devout Catholic, Shula coached the Miami 

Dolphins to multiple Super Bowl 

appearances, including leading them to the 

NFL’s only perfect season in 1972. He said 

in interviews that he might have entered the 

seminary if he hadn’t gone into coaching, 

and that he tried to attend Mass every day. 

 

Theresa Civantos Barber 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/09/5-catholic-athletes-who-have-competed-in-the-super-bowl  
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https://www.ncregister.com/blog/don-shula-1930-2020-sought-true-perfection-in-jesus-christ
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Girls Trafficked from Nigeria to Italy Find Help from This Nun 

 

Sr. Patricia Ebegbulem works to restore human dignity among women who feel forced to go to 

Europe for sex work. 

 

The first time Sr. Patricia Ebegbulem 

traveled to Italy from Nigeria, she had never 

heard the term “human trafficking.” 

Today, Sr. Patricia, a member of the Sisters 

of St. Louis, is one of the foremost experts 

working against the practice in Africa. She 

and two other religious were honored for 

their work with the first Sisters Against 

Trafficking Awards, at a ceremony in 

London October 31, 2023. 

It was 1996, and Sr. Patricia was president 

of the Nigeria Conference of Women 

Religious. She and several colleagues 

traveled to Italy at the invitation of Sr. 

Eugenia Bonetti, a Consolata Missionary 

Sister who was working among women who 

were being trafficked for sex work in 

Europe. Sr. Eugenia had been a missionary 

in Africa, and she noticed a disproportionate 

number of African women walking the 

streets of Turin, Italy. 

"Fornicators will go to hell" 

Sr. Patricia was shocked to see what she saw 

in Turin. 

“One of them called out to me, ‘Sister, don't 

come close to me, because I’m a fornicator, 

and all fornicators will go to hell,’” she 

recalled in an interview. “I said, ‘God 

forbid!’ And at that point all of us started 

crying. And the girl started crying.” 

Sr. Patricia knew from that interaction that 

the young women they found on the streets 

didn't like what they were doing. 

“We went back to Nigeria, and I 

went and reported to the bishops of 

Nigeria and told them that we had to 

do something as Church,” Sr. 

Patricia said. “The Church had to do 

something. And then we also 

reported it to the state. Fortunately, at 

that time we had the wife of the vice 

president of Nigeria, Titi Atiku, who 

is still working very closely with us. 

She was also trying to tackle human 

trafficking and get the government to 

legislate against it.” 

The nun established a shelter for victims 

of human trafficking and organized 

support services for returning survivors 

of sex trafficking. 

“You try to get at them, to heal, to overcome 

their hurt, to reconcile them with those, 

especially with their families, that have 

trafficked them,” she said of rehabilitation 

efforts. “And then with time, if they have 

any [employable] skill, you try to perfect the 

skill. And if they have no skill, we try to get 

them to acquire skills. That is why one of 

the things we are looking for now is to 

secure a skill acquisition center.” 

Along the way, she received help from the 

Italian bishops’ conference, which helped 

build a shelter in Benin City, where most of 

the trafficked women were coming from. 

And she stayed in touch with Sr. Eugenia 

Bonetti. 

“Anytime I went to Italy, Sr. Eugenia 

would take us to Ponte Galeria, a 

detention camp where many of the 

Nigerian girls were being kept before 

they were deported,” she said. “We 

got there and tried to convince them 

https://www.stlouissisters.org/
https://www.stlouissisters.org/
https://aleteia.org/2023/11/01/award-recognizes-nuns-rescuing-women-from-human-traffickers/
https://aleteia.org/2023/11/01/award-recognizes-nuns-rescuing-women-from-human-traffickers/
https://aleteia.org/2016/02/10/sr-eugenia-bonetti-rescues-trafficked-and-prostituted-women-you-can-help/
https://aleteia.org/2016/02/10/sr-eugenia-bonetti-rescues-trafficked-and-prostituted-women-you-can-help/
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that there is life, that there is hope, 

that they can make it in Nigeria, that 

they shouldn’t just be risking their 

lives. Many of them get killed in the 

desert or get drowned in the sea, and 

so many things happen. Even in 

Italy, so many of them get killed.” 

Trafficked by their families 

Sadly, she said, many women are trafficked 

by their own families, out of a desperate 

need for money. Often, traffickers take the 

women to a local juju man, or native doctor, 

in Nigeria, who mixes up a concoction for 

the woman to swallow.  

“And then he will tell her that if she takes 

those things and if she exposes the trafficker, 

either she will go mad or she will die or 

something terrible will happen to people in 

her family,” Sr. Patricia said. “And that is 

how the greatest weapon they use against 

these victims of trafficking is fear. They put 

that fear in them, so that when they are 

trafficked, when they get an opportunity to 

escape they won't avail of that opportunity.” 

Things have changed somewhat since the 

1990s, when young naïve women could be 

deceived by promises of going to school or 

working in Italy.  

“With so much awareness that we have 

created [today], they now know why they 

are going,” Sr. Patricia said. “But they still 

choose to go, because of the level of poverty 

and the suffering in Nigeria. Many of them 

said they were prepared to go there and die. 

They’d rather die in the desert than stay in 

Nigeria and face the hardships.” 

But those who are rescued and successfully 

go through rehabilitation and skills training 

have a better chance of staying home and 

starting a new life. 

“We get them a shop and equip it for two 

years, because if they are not really 

integrated properly, if you don't give them 

something to do, then the danger is that they 

will be retrafficked.” 

It’s God’s intervention, Sr. Patricia testifies, 

that really helps. “It’s our prayer life. And 

we try to carry them along in the prayer, 

because they share; they participate with us 

in our prayer life, we pray together, we eat 

together, we do so much together." 

"But it is God," she concludes. 

 

John Burger 

https://aleteia.org/2023/11/08/girls-trafficked-from-nigeria-to-italy-find-help-from-this-nun  
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Book Review: Saints Around the World 

 

I’m finally finding some time to review a 

few books. First up are the saint biographies 

by Meg Hunter-Kilmer, illustrated by 

Lindsey Sanders and printed by Emmaus 

Road Publishing of the St. Paul Center. 

First, her larger book Saints Around the 

World (size 8 x 10 inches, 212 pages) 

published in 2021, contains 100 saint 

biographies. And as the title implies, these 

are saints from all over the world, and many 

of the recently canonized saints. 

Each saint has a two page spread, with the 

biography on the left side, and a small map 

of the world with a star showing where the 

saint lived. On the right side is the 

illustration with an explanation of the 

symbols used. The illustrations are 

captivating and really capture the important 

aspects of each saint. The saints look like 

miniatures—not cartoonish, but a bit 

miniaturized, or child-like, even though the 

qualities would be like an adult (aka beard 

or grey hair). 

There is key information for each saint: 

name, country, years born and died and the 

feast day. For saints with names that may 

seem unfamiliar, there is a simplified 

pronunciation guide. 

Meg Hunter-Kilmer summarizes each saint 

so well. She doesn’t write about plaster 

saints who always were so perfect. She 

understands what will capture a child’s 

interest and also inspire a child to imitate the 

saint. She doesn’t moralize, which I 

appreciate. She tells the story of what a saint 

did in their life, but also brings forward the 

human side with their struggles, such as the 

physical and mental hardships. The readers 

can connect with the saint’s life, and pray to 

them for help, but also imitate their love and 

devotion to Christ in their own lives. 

Recently Emmaus published the “Saints 

Around the World for Little Ones 

Collection.” This version uses about 80 of 

the saints included in the large collection, 

but broken down into five different 

categories. There are five books, each 5 1/2 

x 7 1/4 inches, with thicker pages. The 

format is similar to the main book, but quite 

abbreviated. There is a short paragraph 

adapted from the original, and then one line 

summary of why this saint is important. For 

example, for St. Mary MacKillop: “St. Mary 

teaches us to keep trusting Jesus even when 

life is unfair.” 

The reading level is still a bit high. There is 

less text, but the text used is from the 

original book. I would suggest this for 

younger readers who need a shorter version, 

but not necessarily emerging readers. Also 

following the Montessori philosophy, ages 

6-12 is the age when the Elementary child 

seeks heroes, and saints are the perfect 

heroes. I wouldn’t use these books for 

children before First Grade. 

The small books are arranged in these five 

themes: 

[1] Unshakeable Saints Around the 

World: saints who persevered through many 

trials 

[2] Adventurous Saints Around the 

World: saints who took risks to serve the 

Lord 

[3] Young Saints Around the World: saints 

who died very young but accomplished great 

things in the short amount of time 

[4] Talented Saints Around the 

World: saints who used their gifts and skills 

to spread the message of the Gospel 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product-category/children-and-teens/
https://stpaulcenter.com/product-category/children-and-teens/
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[5] Ordinary Saints Around the 

World: saints whose lives seemed ordinary 

but loved Jesus extraordinarily 

I work in the atrium at a Catholic 

Montessori school in the Elementary, which 

is a mixed age classroom, ages 6 through 12. 

There are 44 children ranging grades 1 

through 6. Every fall the children have a 

“Culture and Cuisine” event. They form 

groups that choose a country, learn the 

culture including foods. This year also 

included choosing a saint from that country. 

On the day of presentation, the children 

present their research and serve the foods 

they made. This series of books was 

sometimes the only resource that they could 

find for saints from different regions (Chile, 

for one) and also more recently canonized 

saints. 

Besides that one project, the children are 

always wanting to learn more about the 

saints, and pore over the saints books 

regularly. This series is in constant use in the 

classroom and atrium work, for both 

beginning and seasoned readers. Yesterday 

someone wanted to use these books, and I 

had taken them home to write this review! 

Besides the information about the saint, the 

children really love the illustrations, also. 

Since my students do use these books for 

research, I did want to mention the 

organization. The larger volume is arranged 

alphabetically and is paginated. It includes 

four indexes: Geographical, Feast Day, 

Topical, and Chronological. All these 

indexes make it easy for the children to find 

the saint for their particular interest. 

My one complaint about the smaller books 

is that there are no page numbers, and no 

table of contents. The saints are still 

arranged alphabetically and there is a map 

on the inside cover that shows where each 

saint in the book was located. There are 

small illustrations of each saint, but it is 

difficult to recognize them readily. When 

looking for a particular saint because of a 

child’s interest or a feast day, it currently is 

too hard to find the saint in each volume. 

Unless I have looked at each book and 

written down which saints are included, I 

don’t know which volume includes which 

saint, so it’s a little hunt each time. I did give 

my feedback to Emmaus so maybe in later 

editions a listing for each book will be an 

addition. 

I am very choosy about my saint books, and 

this Saints Around the World series 

definitely deserve a place of honor on our 

bookshelves. I’m hoping Meg Kilmer-

Hunter has plans for more saint books! 

 

Jennifer Gregory Miller 

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/book-review-saints-around-world/  
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Vice President JD Vance: Christian Faith is “the Bedrock of Civil Society” 

 

Vice President JD Vance spoke at the 

International Religious Freedom Summit 

Feb. 5 about how Church fathers shaped the 

concept of religious liberty as modern 

society knows it and about what the Trump 

administration’s vision for that liberty 

entails. 

Religious freedom, Vance said in his 

address, “is the bedrock of civil society in 

the United States of America and across the 

world.” Faith helps cultivate healthy 

communities, he said, and “at home and 

abroad it fosters a love for one’s neighbors, 

it inspires generosity and service, it calls us 

to treat one another with dignity, to lift up 

those in need, and to build nations grounded 

in moral principle.” 

Understanding the foundational importance 

of religious liberty, the Founding Fathers 

made it the first protected right in the 

Constitution, Vance noted. Their 

understandings of religious liberty came 

from the Christian Church fathers, whom 

Vance described as the US founders’ “own 

intellectual forebears.” He said that the 

Church fathers can be credited with “the 

very notion of religious liberty” that is 

known today, which includes free will and 

the inherent dignity of every person. 

Principles outlining what religious liberty 

entails are also in the Gospel, Vance said, 

quoting Jesus’ words to “render unto Caesar 

that which is Caesar’s, and unto God that 

which is God’s.” 

In the early Church, theologians and 

apologists had to respond to the religious 

persecution that occurred, Vance said. 

“Early Christians of course suffered 

greatly,” he said, “and unfortunately many 

Christians still suffer today at the hands of 

oppressive state power.” 

In response to the 3rd century Christian 

persecution, Tertullian of Carthage appealed 

to the Roman Consul for the freedom to 

practice one’s own religion, Vance said. The 

vice president noted that Tertullian is 

credited as the first person to use the phrase 

“religious liberty.” 

Noting another Church father’s defense of 

such freedom, he said that the Emperor 

Constantine received advice from another 

Christian apologist about how “religion 

cannot be imposed by force,” Vance said, 

quoting the early Christian document 

the Divine Institutes. 

John Adams, the first vice president of the 

US, referenced the Church Fathers in his 

personal writing, as did Thomas Jefferson, 

who owned a copy of Tertullian’s works, 

Vance said. 

“This is the legacy that has guided 

America’s political principles from the 

founding to this very day,” Vance said. 

Religious freedom is a protected right in the 

US. It is, however, not merely a matter of 

legality, Vance continued, but also of 

culture. 

Religious liberty, he said, “is also about 

fostering a culture in which faith can thrive 

so that men and women can fully appreciate 

and respect the God-given rights of their 

fellow citizens. Because one of the 

wonderful apparent paradoxes of religion is 

that in connecting us to the sacred and to the 

universal, it deepens our commitment to the 

particular, to our neighbors, to our 

obligations to one another, to the individual 

communities that all of us call home.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwtLy6jsMJ0
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/07015.htm
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Vance later elaborated on the Trump 

administration’s approach to religious 

liberty. In the first administration, Trump 

focused especially on advancing religious 

freedom in foreign policy in China, Europe, 

Africa, and the Middle East, Vance said. 

Stateside, his administration also worked to 

combat anti-Semitism, protect conscience 

rights of physicians and faith-based 

ministries, and remove obstacles for 

religious organizations to contract with the 

government. 

“You shouldn’t have to leave your faith at 

the door of your people’s government,” 

Vance said, “and under President Trump’s 

leadership, you won’t have to.” 

He added that the Trump administration 

intends not only to restore what was 

achieved in the first term, but also to expand 

them. He noted actions Trump has taken 

since assuming office in mid-January to 

support religious freedom, such as 

pardoning pro-lifers who were imprisoned 

for their defense of the unborn. 

The Trump administration holds that 

religious liberty needs to be defended not 

only as a legal matter, Va 

nce said, “but as a lived reality, both within 

our own borders and especially outside.” 

“In recent years, too often has our nation’s 

international engagement on religious liberty 

issues been corrupted and distorted to the 

point of absurdity. Think about this: how did 

America get to the point where we’re 

sending hundreds of thousands of taxpayer 

dollars abroad to NGOs that are dedicated to 

spreading atheism all over the globe?” 

Vance said. “That is not what leadership on 

protecting the rights of the faithful looks 

like, and it ends with this administration.” 

It is crucial for the administration in its 

foreign policy to recognize when a regime 

does and does not uphold religious liberty, 

the vice president continued. 

“The United States must be able to make 

that distinction,” Vance said. “We must be 

able to look at the catastrophes, like the 

plight of Iraq’s Christians over the past three 

decades, and possess the moral clarity to act 

when something has gone wrong.” 

Vance said that there is much work to be 

done in the US and abroad to fully protect 

religious liberty for all persons and faith 

communities. 

Concluding, he expressed gratitude to those 

present for their efforts on this front, saying: 

“Thank you most of all for believing, 

because we know that the source of religious 

liberty is the recognition that all of us are 

equal under the rights and laws of God, and 

that principle will guide us in the years to 

come.” 

LifeNews Note: McKenna Snow writes for 

CatholicVote, where this column originally 

appeared. 

 

McKenna Snow 

https://www.lifenews.com/2025/02/06/vice-president-jd-vance-christian-faith-is-the-bedrock-of-

civil-society-in-the-untied-states/  
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Heroes of the Vendee 

 

The Catholic people of the Vendee, aware of the horrors being unleashed by the stormtroopers of 

the French Revolution, responded courageously to the threat to their Faith and their way of life. 

 

Many people will have heard of the 

French Resistance, the name given to the 

various underground organizations that 

fought against the Nazis during the German 

occupation of France in World War II. Few, 

however, will be aware of another “French 

Resistance,” a century and a half earlier, in 

which around 170,000 people died. This was 

the Vendée Uprising of 1793.  

The rising of the peasants and people of the 

Vendée region in the west of France came 

amid the Reign of Terror which followed the 

proto-communist and anti-Christian French 

Revolution of 1789. The tyranny instituted 

by the revolutionaries had intensified with 

the September Massacres in 1792, a 

slaughter of the innocents instigated by 

Georges Danton, the Revolution’s Minister 

of Justice. In a speech, Danton sentenced all 

enemies of the Revolution to death: “We ask 

that anyone refusing to give personal service 

[to the Revolution] or to furnish arms shall 

be punished with death.”  

Within a couple of hours of Danton’s 

speech, the massacres began. Within two 

days, more than a thousand people were 

killed. Several hundred more would die in 

the following two days. The victims 

included women and children and around 

250 priests. Such was the “justice” 

ministered by the Revolution’s Minister of 

Justice. Such was the madness of Paris. 

Three hundred miles to the west, the 

Catholic people of the Vendée, aware of the 

horrors being unleashed by the 

stormtroopers of the Revolution, prepared to 

respond courageously to the threat to their 

Faith and their way of life.  

One example of the fidelity of these 

country folk was given in The Guillotine 

and the Cross, a history of the French 

Revolution and its aftermath by Warren H. 

Carroll, who is himself an unsung hero of 

Christendom not merely for his important 

work as a historian but as the founder and 

first president of Christendom College, one 

of the first of the new wave of faithful 

colleges established in the 1970s to resist the 

rising tide of modernism in Catholic 

education. Dr. Carroll recounts the inspiring 

story of the people of the village of Saint-

Hilaire-de-Mortagne and their peaceful but 

resilient resistance to the decrees of the 

Revolution.  

Before their priest was exiled for refusing to 

take the required oath of fidelity to the 

Revolution, he had told them that he would 

continue to offer Mass at the same 

scheduled time every Sunday for his flock, 

even though he could not be with them in 

person. At the last Mass he would be 

permitted to celebrate in the village, he told 

them:   

My brothers, I am going to leave you; but, 

wherever I go, my heart will be with you and 

I will pray for you. Each Sunday, so long as 

I am able, I will say Mass, at this same hour, 

for you. Join with it in your intentions and 

your prayer. 

Dr. Carroll takes up the story: 

Thenceforth, every Sunday, the faithful of 

Saint-Hilaire-de-Mortagne parish would 

meet at ten o’clock for the “invisible Mass.” 

When the parish church was closed and 

locked against them, they went instead to the 
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cemetery at this same hour. Asked by 

government men what they were doing, the 

peasant Lumineau answered for them: “We 

are at Mass. Our priest promised us when he 

left that he would say Mass for us, each 

Sunday, wherever he was.” “Imbeciles!” 

they were mocked. “Your priest is a hundred 

leagues from here, and you think you are 

assisting at Mass?” “Prayer,” Lumineau 

responded gently, “goes more than a 

hundred leagues; it ascends from earth to 

Heaven!”  

Such peaceful protest and such a gentle 

response would be no longer possible once 

the secularist regime tried to enforce 

compulsory conscription into the 

revolutionary army. Not only were Catholics 

being killed by the Revolution, they were 

now being forced to kill for it.  

On March 12, 1793, a delegation of 

government officials arrived in the small 

town of Saint-Florent-le-Vieil, on the banks 

of the River Loire, protected by National 

Guardsman, to forcibly enlist the townsman 

into the army. The selection of conscripts 

would be made by the drawing of lots. This 

was the final straw for the enraged people of 

the Vendée. Two thousand peasants gathered 

in the town square, armed with shotguns, 

clubs, pitchforks, and swords made from 

scythe blades.  

According to Dr. Carroll, “they were led by 

a carpenter, a carter, a tailor, and a barrel-

maker, and their sons.” As the first lot was 

drawn, a shot was fired from the crowd, 

killing one of the government officials. The 

National Guardsmen responded by firing 

indiscriminately at the people, killing four 

and wounding forty. Far from scattering in 

panic, the enraged peasants attacked the 

Revolutionary Guards. “Vive le 

roi!” and “Vive les bons prêtres!” were the 

battle cries. “Long live the king!” and “Long 

live the good priests!” The great Vendée 

uprising had begun.  

Within days, the people of the Vendée had 

united against the common foe. The local 

Catholic nobility joined the fray, fighting 

alongside the peasants and townsfolk. 

Forming what became known as the 

Catholic and Royal Army, the insurgents 

won a string of victories in the spring and 

summer of 1793, wresting control of the 

region from the repressive revolutionaries.  

Inevitably, however, the hydra-headed 

hegemon in Paris responded with 

overwhelming force. A revolutionary army 

of almost 150,000 well-armed troops was 

sent against the 80,000 poorly armed 

Vendeans. Outnumbered and outgunned, the 

heroic peasantry and people of the Vendée 

finally succumbed in battle. Around 30,000 

revolutionary troops were killed in the 

uprising and at least as many members of 

the Catholic and Royal Army.  

What followed was worse than any battle. 

The revolutionaries began a killing spree of 

innocent civilians that can best be described 

as wholesale genocide against the Catholics 

of the Vendée. By the time the butchery 

ended, 170,000 inhabitants of this Catholic 

heartland in western France had been killed, 

women and children as well as menfolk.  

One of the best accounts of the horrors 

which enfolded at this time, and certainly 

one of the most detailed, is given by Marie 

de Sainte-Hermine in a book recently 

translated for the first time into English and 

published with the title A Family of 

Brigands in 1793 (STAS Editions). Madame 

de Sainte-Hermine had been a teenage girl at 

the time of the uprising and wrote the 

account many years later, as a grandmother 

for her grandchildren. As the sleeve notes of 

the English translation proclaim, the old 

lady  

recounts—as only a grandmother can—the 

history of her noble family and their 

struggle against the tyranny of the 
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Revolution…the massacres and atrocities of 

the revolutionaries, and the sinister prison 

of Nantes, where the family paid the ultimate 

price.  

For providing such a detailed documentary 

record of this time of holiness, heroism, and 

horror, Madame de Sainte-Hermine is 

herself a heroine of the times in which she 

lived and suffered. 

Although the names of the leaders of the 

Vendée uprising are held in honor by the 

Catholics of France, they are largely 

unknown in the English-speaking world. 

Who, except for scholars of the period, for 

example, has heard of Jacques Cathelineau, 

Maurice d’Elbée, or Charles de Bonchamps? 

Yet even French Catholics and the most 

exceptional of scholars do not know the 

names of the tens of thousands of heroic 

peasants and other poor folk who laid down 

their lives for their Catholic faith. It is these 

carpenters, carters, tailors, barrel-makers, 

and their sons and daughters, who are the 

real unsung heroes of the Vendée as they are 

also unsung heroes of Christendom. 

 

Joseph Pearce 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/heroes-of-the-vendee  
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Appeals Court Upholds Dismissal of Notre Dame Professor Lawsuit Against 

Student Newspaper 

 

An Indiana appeals court this 

week affirmed a prior ruling dismissing a 

professor’s defamation lawsuit against an 

independent student newspaper at the 

University of Notre Dame. 

Notre Dame sociology professor Tamara 

Kay in 2023 sued the Irish Rover over 

reports that depicted her as supportive of 

expanding access to abortion, with Kay 

arguing the paper’s reporting misrepresented 

her views. 

Kay filed the lawsuit over two articles that 

reported on the professor’s alleged pro-

abortion activism, including her alleged 

efforts, documented by the Rover, to help 

students obtain both emergency 

contraception and abortifacients. 

In part, Kay argued that a sign she placed on 

her office door proclaiming it to be a “SAFE 

SPACE to get help and information on ALL 

health care issues and access” was related to 

“student sexual assaults” and “did not 

pertain to abortion” as the Rover claimed. 

The Rover, in response to Kay’s lawsuit, 

lodged an anti-SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit 

Against Public Participation) filing, a 

motion meant to prevent the use of courts 

and potential litigation to intimidate people 

exercising their First Amendment rights. 

On Jan. 24, 2024, Judge Steven David of the 

Indiana Supreme Court dismissed the 

case under Indiana’s anti-SLAPP law, ruling 

that Kay’s defamation claim “fails as a 

matter of law.” 

The “alleged defamatory statements were 

true, within the meaning of the law, not 

made with actual malice, did not contain a 

defamatory inference, and there were no 

damages that were causally linked to the 

Irish Rover articles,” David wrote in the 

ruling, concluding that “the statements in the 

articles were lawful.” Kay filed an appeal in 

February 2024. 

The appellate court decision, handed down 

on Jan. 30 by Judge Paul D. Mathias, states 

that the trial court “properly dismissed Dr. 

Kay’s complaint under Indiana’s anti-

SLAPP statute.” 

As evidence, Mathias said the Irish Rover 

submitted copies of the social media posts it 

referenced or quoted in its article, a 

transcript from a panel event on abortion 

bans Kay spoke at, as well as “articles 

published in 2022 and 2023 by (or co-

authored by) Dr. Kay addressing access to 

abortion, and the burdens and negative 

effects of abortion bans.” 

Mathias ruled also that it was reasonable for 

the Irish Rover’s reporters to conclude that 

Kay’s office door sign was addressing 

access to abortion and that she was offering 

assistance to students who needed 

information about procuring an abortion. 

“The designated evidence established that, 

when the Irish Rover published the articles, 

the authors of those articles believed that the 

statements and opinions expressed in it were 

fair and reasonable and that, in writing the 

articles, the Irish Rover based its 

information on reliable sources, particularly 

as the source for most of the information 

was gleaned from Dr. Kay’s own statements, 

her social media, and publications,” Mathias 

wrote. 

The Irish Rover acted in “good faith,” 

Mathias ruled, in part because the paper’s 

stated mission is to articulate and defend the 

https://public.courts.in.gov/Decisions/api/Document/Opinion?Id=YFH9gidUvoeKmE6mwrqbowIGUuEhcakqKBv3wjl7q6modWdAgemvqJHtimfa9Pg60
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254779/notre-dame-professor-sues-student-newspaper-over-reports-on-pro-abortion-outreach
https://irishrover.net/2023/07/we-will-not-be-silenced/
https://irishrover.net/2024/01/what-are-anti-slapp-statutes/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256499/judge-dismisses-notre-dame-professor-s-lawsuit-against-student-newspaper
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256499/judge-dismisses-notre-dame-professor-s-lawsuit-against-student-newspaper
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Catholic character of the University of Notre 

Dame, and publishing articles about a 

faculty member whose views on abortion 

appeared contrary to the university’s 

position aligned with this mission. There 

was no evidence the newspaper asked the 

university to terminate Kay’s employment or 

encourage others to do so, he noted. 

“The designated evidence established as a 

matter of law that the Irish Rover acted in 

good faith and in reasonable basis in law and 

fact,” Mathias wrote. 

CNA attempted to email Kay for comment 

last year and again on Wednesday but 

received an automated notification that her 

Notre Dame mailbox was full. 

Joseph DeReuil, who wrote one of the 

stories named in the suit, told CNA in 2023 

that he was “not at all worried about the 

result of the lawsuit.” 

“The Rover’s reporting simply brought her 

already public advocacy to the attention of 

the pro-life parts of the Notre Dame 

community, adding minimal context through 

her own statements to the Rover,” DeReuil 

said. 

 

Jonah McKeown  

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/02/06/appeals-court-upholds-dismissal-of-notre-

dame-professor-lawsuit-against-student-newspaper/  
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Tributes Paid After Murder Of 15-Year-Old at Catholic School 

 

A 15-year-old boy has been stabbed to death 

at All Saints Catholic High School in 

Sheffield, northern England. 

On Monday, 3 February, Harvey Willgoose 

was reportedly stabbed three times by 

another student while on his way to a lesson. 

At 12:17 pm on Monday, 3 February, the 

emergency services were called, but despite 

the best efforts of paramedics, the teenager 

died a short time later. 

The school was placed in lockdown, with 

parents receiving a message stating that 

“students will be released when police give 

permission”. According to the BBC, this 

was the second time in a week such a 

measure had been put in place, following an 

incident on 29 January, when staff and 

students were ordered to stay put over 

“threats of violence” between a “small 

number of students”. 

A number of floral tributes outside the 

school have remembered the teenager as a 

“lovely lad” who was the “life of the party”. 

Following the incident, a 15-year-old boy 

has been arrested on suspicion of murder 

and remains in police custody. A police 

statement said officers are “working at pace 

to build a full picture of what has happened” 

and that police will remain stationed at the 

school and in the local area to offer 

reassurance to those affected. 

In recent years, knife crime has become an 

increasing source of concern across the 

United Kingdom. In England and Wales 

alone, 78 young people under the age of 25 

were murdered with a knife or sharp object 

in the 12 months up to March 2023. In the 

year ending March 2024, there were 1,439 

hospital admissions for young people under 

24 due to knife-related injuries. 

The school, within the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Hallam and part of the St Clare 

Catholic Multi-Academy Trust, has an active 

and flourishing faith life. Headteacher Sean 

Pender writes in his welcome message on 

the school’s website that “as a Christian 

community, we adhere to Gospel values as 

the foundation for all that we do”. 

Keir Starmer, the UK Prime Minister, has 

offered his condolences, saying: “My heart 

goes out to the family and loved ones of the 

boy, the staff and students at the school, and 

the entire community of Sheffield.” 

The South Yorkshire police have said that 

“we are urging our communities to avoid 

online speculation and identifying anyone 

who they believe to be involved in the tragic 

incident at All Saints Catholic High School 

yesterday (Monday 3 February) to ensure 

justice can be secured for the victim and his 

family. Identifying a suspect can prejudice 

court proceedings and risk a fair and 

accurate trial. Information can be 

shared online here, via live chat or by 

calling 101 quoting incident number 327 of 

3 February 2025.” 

The local Catholic parish of St Joseph’s, 

Handsworth, will offer Holy Mass for 

Harvey, his family, and friends on Saturday, 

8 February, at 10am. 

 

Thomas Edwards 

https://thecatholicherald.com/tributes-paid-after-murder-of-15-year-old-at-catholic-school/  

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c6276nlqj3go
https://mipp.police.uk/getForms/14SY25K01-PO1/14SY25K01-PF1
https://thecatholicherald.com/tributes-paid-after-murder-of-15-year-old-at-catholic-school/
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Religious and Education Leaders Respond to Murder of 15-Year-Old Catholic 

Schoolboy 

 

Religious and educational leaders have 

spoken out after a 15-year-old boy was 

stabbed to death at All Saints Catholic High 

School in the north-England city of 

Sheffield at the start of the week. 

On 3 February, Harvey Willgoose was 

reportedly stabbed three times by another 

student while on his way to a lesson around 

noon. The emergency services were called, 

but despite the best efforts of paramedics, 

the teenager died a short time later. 

“Yesterday All Saints Catholic High School 

lost one of our own in the most shocking 

and tragic of circumstances,” Steve Davies, 

CEO of St Clare Catholic Multi Academy 

Trust, said in a statement released on the 

evening of 4 February. 

“Harvey was an invaluable part of our 

school community. An immensely popular 

young man with his fellow students and 

teachers alike, he had a smile that would 

light up the room. Harvey was young. He 

was precious. He was loved. 

“We are all struggling to process what has 

happened and our thoughts and prayers are 

with Harvey’s family and friends at this 

incredibly difficult time. 

“It is unimaginable to comprehend what 

they are going through and whilst there are 

no words that will take away the pain and 

grief from Harvey’s family and friends, I 

simply want to express, on behalf of the 

whole school community, our heartfelt 

condolences. 

“A tragic and shocking incident such as this 

shakes us to our core and is the opposite of 

the ethos of what All Saints stands for – a 

loving, caring school community. 

“We now need to focus on how we can 

support those grieving the loss of their 

precious family member, friend and student. 

“We have been grateful for the number of 

other agencies and services who have 

reached out and, together with our wider 

Trust family of schools, we will do all we 

can to support leaders and staff at the school 

as they help their community to navigate 

through the days, weeks and months ahead.” 

He added: “I understand and appreciate the 

upset and fear that families will be feeling at 

this time. 

“All Saints has always been proud of the 

warmth, care and love that the school is 

known for. We will all need to draw on those 

qualities in rebuilding confidence. 

“We are assisting the police in their ongoing 

investigation and echo their call to refrain 

from engaging in speculation and 

misinformation whilst they establish the 

facts behind this tragic incident.” 

Bishop Ralph Heskett, the Bishop of 

Hallam, said: 

“Our prayers, and those of every parish and 

school, are with Harvey, his parents, family, 

and friends for a young life lost and all those 

affected by this tragedy. 

“My thoughts are also with the students, 

staff and community of All Saints Catholic 

High School at this time. 

“In God’s peace, and in God’s presence, we 

must come together as a community of faith 

to comfort each other. 

The bishop said that he will be asking all 

priests of the diocese to offer Mass for 

Harvey. He also noted that St Marie’s 
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Cathedral is open for those wanting a place 

for private prayer at this difficult time, and 

that there will be a Mass held for Harvey’s 

intention at St Joseph’s, Handsworth, at 10 

a.m. on Saturday, 8 February. 

“We ask for the loving intercession of Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help to comfort all those 

in mourning,” the bishop said. 

Father Mark McManus, the parish priest at 

St Joseph’s in Handsworth, said: 

“Harvey was a former pupil of St Joseph’s 

Academy and, along with the members of 

our community who attend All Saints High 

School, many will have been affected by his 

death – some very closely. 

“Our parish has a particular bond with St 

Joseph’s School and close ties with All 

Saints School. It would then seem most 

appropriate that we offer our support 

wherever and whenever we can and most 

especially through our public prayer. 

“Our Mass will be offered for Harvey and 

his family and friends, for the two school 

communities and for all who have been 

marked or touched by this terrible tragedy.” 

The parish priest concluded by saying: 

“Eternal rest grant unto Harvey, O Lord, and 

let perpetual light shine upon him.” 

Following the incident, a 15-year-old boy 

has been arrested on suspicion of murder 

and remains in police custody. 

A police statement said officers are 

“working at pace to build a full picture of 

what has happened” and that police will 

remain stationed at the school and in the 

local area to offer reassurance to those 

affected. 

In recent years, knife crime has become an 

increasing source of concern across the 

United Kingdom. In England and Wales 

alone, 78 young people under the age of 25 

were murdered with a knife or sharp object 

in the 12 months leading up to March 2023. 

In the year ending March 2024, there were 

1,439 hospital admissions for young people 

under 24 due to knife-related injuries. 

 

It has been reported by the BBC that less 

than a week before Harvey’s death, the 

school was placed in “lockdown” following 

an incident on 29 January, when staff and 

students were ordered to stay put over 

“threats of violence” between a “small 

number of students”. 

 

The Catholic Herald 

https://thecatholicherald.com/religious-and-educational-leaders-respond-to-murder-of-15-year-

old-catholic-school-boy/  
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Marriage Key Foundation for Healthy, Society, Says Bishop – But Is Gen Z 

Listening? 

 

Bishop Bosco MacDonald has reiterated the 

argument that marriage is a vital building 

block for a flourishing society. 

 

The comments from the point man for the 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 

and Wales (CBCEW) on marriage and 

family come ahead of National Marriage 

Week, celebrated from 7-14 February. 

However, the bishop’s advice that “we 

should all be working towards a society that 

values marriage” is increasingly falling on 

deaf ears among younger generations. 

In December 2024, UK charity Marriage 

Foundation found that just over half of all 

Gen Z men and women – 57 per cent of 

those born in 1997 and afterwards – will 

ever marry. 

“This is why we must speak up for marriage 

and uphold the theme of the week – ‘Hope 

in Marriage’,” the Lead Bishop for Marriage 

and Family Life said. 

“We can offer our contribution towards a 

culture that respects and values marriage, 

knowing that it’s the foundation for a happy 

and healthy society. 

“National Marriage Week is a time for all of 

us to think about this special sacrament and 

how it can change lives. It’s a chance for 

married couples to strengthen their bond by 

being kind to each other, talking openly and 

sharing experiences. 

“And for all of us, as we celebrate the 

beauty of marriage this week, let’s make 

sure that we support and encourage couples 

in their journey.” 

"Marriage is vital for a flourishing society", 

says Bishop Bosco MacDonald, the Lead 

Bishop for Marriage and Family Life, ahead 

of #MarriageWeek (Feb 7-

14).https://t.co/30Pdw27w9k 

— Catholic Church 

(@catholicEW) February 5, 2025 

Bishop MacDonald described how in times 

of division, happy and functioning marriages 

can be an encouraging sign of God’s love. 

“As we mark National Marriage Week 2025, 

these resources aim to help us to think about 

the huge importance of marriage in our lives 

and society. 

“In a world that can be confusing and 

divided, hope shines brightly especially in 

this Jubilee Year. And the hope of marriage 

is that it becomes a source of stability and 

happiness, showing us the endless love that 

God has for all of us.” 

Bishop MacDonald explained what makes a 

Christian marriage special, and why it is 

much more than just a legal agreement as 

viewed by the secular world. 

“For Christians, marriage isn’t just a legal 

agreement, it’s a special promise between 

husband and wife, like the covenant between 

God and humanity,” the bishop said. 

“And God’s promises are always fruitful. 

Pope Benedict XVI once said, ‘Marriage is a 

way to save ourselves and our society’, 

because marriage is a source of hope, 

strength and new beginnings for everyone 

involved.” 

Set against a background of declining 

marriage rates, this year’s National Marriage 

Week also follows comments from Pope 

Francis about the scale of suffering of 

children around the world today, during 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/marriage-week/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/marriage-week/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MarriageWeek?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/30Pdw27w9k
https://twitter.com/catholicEW/status/1887127766606176407?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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which he criticised what all too often 

appears global indifference to such a 

calamitous reality. 

 

Children across the world have to deal with 

various difficulties, the Pope said, while 

noting that in even in developed nations 

children often experience anxiety and 

depression, and many are “drawn to forms 

of aggression or self-harm”. 

“Moreover, a culture of efficiency looks 

upon childhood itself, like old age, as a 

‘periphery’ of existence,” the Pope said, 

adding that many young people struggle to 

find hope in themselves and their 

circumstances, calling this “sad and 

troubling”. 

Endless research has indicated that the most 

crucial and influential factor toward a stable 

and happy childhood is to grow up 

supported by two loving parents joined in 

matrimony.

 

 

The Catholic Herald 

https://thecatholicherald.com/marriage-key-foundation-for-happy-healthy-society-says-bishop-

but-gen-z-isnt-listening/  
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Top 10 U.S. Policy Priorities for Catholic Education 

 

Since the start of the Obama administration 

in 2009, Catholic education in the United 

States has been under serious threat from 

federal policies, regulations, legislation, and 

court rulings challenging Catholic morals 

and religious freedom. The threats will 

continue, but there is reason for hope in the 

coming years! 

Without sanction by Congress or the 

Supreme Court, the Biden administration 

sought by dictatorial mandate to redefine the 

meaning of “sex discrimination” in 

education. To force a new definition of 

“sex” on schools and colleges, and 

especially to bully Catholic educators into 

compliance, was clearly beyond the 

Administration’s proper scope of authority. 

Thankfully, the U.S. Supreme Court has 

issued important rulings increasing 

protection for Catholic education. Our Lady 

of Guadalupe v. Morrissey-Berru (2020) 

broadens the definition of the “ministerial 

exception,” a First Amendment protection 

against federal courts interfering in religious 

organizations’ employment decisions. The 

case concerned a Catholic school teacher, 

but the exception has since been applied to 

school leaders and counselors. 

In Espinoza v. Montana Department of 

Revenue (2020), the Court effectively 

nullified anti-Catholic “Blaine amendments” 

in state constitutions, ensuring that Catholic 

schools and colleges have equal access to 

public benefits. This helped open the door 

wider to school choice programs, which are 

increasing in many states. 

Nevertheless, challenges remain. Some 

federal courts have ignored or undermined 

Supreme Court precedent, and the scope of 

the “ministerial exception”—which protects 

religious schools and colleges from lawsuits 

concerning employees engaged in religious 

teaching—is still hotly debated in the courts. 

Many states are hostile to Catholic moral 

values, and Catholic education faces the 

same sort of harassment that marked the 

Biden administration. 

Amid all of this, there is good reason to 

hope that the next few years will present 

new opportunities for the growth of faithful 

Newman Guide education. Catholic families 

and educators look to the White House, 

Congress, and federal courts to provide 

much-needed relief for Catholic education 

and to restore a firm commitment to the First 

Amendment’s protections for religious 

exercise and free speech. 

Recommendations for federal policy 

Prior to President Donald Trump’s 

inauguration, The Cardinal Newman Society 

submitted a list of 42 policy priorities for 

Catholic education to his transition team, 

key members of Congress, and Washington, 

D.C., policy experts. The full proposal is 

posted on our website, but most of it is 

summarized in the following 10 key 

priorities: 

1.  Restore the meaning of “sex”: The 

radical drive for same-sex marriage and then 

gender ideology has severely distorted 

federal civil rights laws and put women and 

Catholic education in jeopardy. This needs 

to be reversed. 

Tragically, the U.S. Supreme Court yielded 

to gender ideology in Bostock v. Clayton 

County, Georgia (2020). However, although 

the Court redefined “sex discrimination” to 

include “sexual orientation” and “gender 

identity,” the ruling applied only to hiring 

and firing decisions under Title VII of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964. That law contains 

https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Cardinal-Newman-Society-Policy-Priorites-for-Catholic-Education-in-New-Trump-Administration.pdf
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Cardinal-Newman-Society-Policy-Priorites-for-Catholic-Education-in-New-Trump-Administration.pdf
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Cardinal-Newman-Society-Policy-Priorites-for-Catholic-Education-in-New-Trump-Administration.pdf
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/wp-content/uploads/Cardinal-Newman-Society-Policy-Priorites-for-Catholic-Education-in-New-Trump-Administration.pdf
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an exemption for religious employers that 

can protect Catholic education, as long as 

school and college leaders make 

employment decisions with explicit devotion 

to Catholic teaching and evangelization. 

The Biden administration and some federal 

courts have sought instead to 

expand Bostock’s flawed rationale to all 

federal law and programs. They have tried to 

mandate gender ideology in education, 

housing, public accommodations, federally 

funded programs, and disability laws. (See 

sidebar.) In so doing, they would effectively 

erase religious exemptions protecting 

Catholic education. 

Catholic educators should urge Congress 

and the Trump administration to restore the 

definitions of “sex,” “male,” and “female” to 

agree with biological reality, not “sexual 

orientation” or “gender identity.” This 

begins with revoking President Biden’s 

Executive Order 13988 (“Preventing and 

Combating Discrimination on the Basis of 

Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation”), 

Executive Order 14020 (establishing the 

Gender Policy Council), and any other “dear 

colleague” letter, administrative rule, 

executive order, or regulation that attempts 

to redefine “sex.” 

Most importantly for Catholic schools and 

colleges, the new Administration should 

withdraw and replace the Biden 

administration’s 2024 regulation (89 FR 

33474) imposing gender ideology under 

Title IX, the portion of the Civil Rights Act 

that protects girls and women in education. 

Whatever the Supreme Court’s reason for 

extending gender ideology to employment 

decisions, Title IX was clearly intended to 

protect girls in athletics, restrooms, locker 

rooms, admissions, etc., and it allows for 

many appropriate practices separating males 

from females. 

Congress should go further by amending 

Title IX and other civil rights laws to clarify 

the meaning of sex discrimination, including 

Title VII to nullify the Bostock ruling. 

2. Protect religious exemptions: Catholic 

educators should insist that Congress and the 

Trump administration defend and expand 

legal exemptions to federal civil rights laws 

for religious education when the laws 

interfere with legitimate religious purposes 

and practices. This protects Catholic schools 

and colleges, even when a future 

administration attempts to distort the laws’ 

application. 

In particular, the Administration should 

oppose attempts by activists to undermine or 

repeal the Title IX exemption for religious 

schools and colleges. It should also end the 

Education Department’s policy of approving 

or denying advance determinations whether 

religious institutions qualify for religious 

exemptions to Title IX; this is a matter for 

the courts and should be decided according 

to each particular circumstance. The Trump 

administration should delete the archived list 

of institutions that the Obama administration 

published in 2016 to “shame” religious 

colleges claiming the exemption. 

3. Preserve the Religious Freedom 

Restoration Act (RFRA): Despite near-

unanimous, bipartisan support when RFRA 

became law in 1993, abortion and gender 

ideology activists have sought to undermine 

or repeal it to force their radical agendas on 

churches and religious organizations. RFRA 

prevents a law from restricting religious 

freedom unless there is no less restrictive 

means of achieving its purpose. It has been a 

powerful defense for Catholic education. 

The Trump administration and Congress 

should fight any legislation that includes 

exceptions to RFRA protections. 

4. Halt discrimination against 

religion: The Trump administration and 
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Congress should act to ban federal and state 

discrimination against religious believers 

and religious organizations—including 

Catholic education—on the basis of 

religious beliefs or moral convictions about 

abortion, contraception, gender, in 

vitro fertilization, marriage, sexual 

orientation, or sexual relations. Catholic 

education should have equal access to public 

funds available to secular education. 

5. End immoral insurance mandates: The 

Biden administration’s abuse of the 

Affordable Care Act to force its radical pro-

abortion and LGBT agenda on Americans, 

even to the point of requiring Catholic 

education to violate moral principles, must 

be ended. During the 2024 campaign, 

President Trump indicated support for 

insurance coverage of in vitro fertilization, 

which is unacceptable to faithful Catholic 

schools and colleges. 

By executive order and regulation, the 

Trump administration should oppose and 

reverse dictatorial mandates for health 

insurance coverage for non-essential, 

harmful, and immoral services including 

abortion, contraception, “gender-transition” 

hormones and surgery, in vitro fertilization, 

and sterilization. 

This includes rescinding and replace the 

Biden administration’s 2024 regulation (89 

FR 37522) implementing Section 1557 of 

the Affordable Care Act, which interprets 

sex discrimination to include “sexual 

orientation” and “gender identity” and 

thereby mandates coverage for “gender-

affirming care,” which may include “gender-

transition” hormones and surgery. 

Congress should amend Section 1557 of the 

Affordable Care Act, ensuring that religious 

believers and organizations—including 

Catholic education—can opt out of health 

insurance coverage for services that violate 

deeply held religious and moral beliefs, such 

as abortion, contraception, “gender-

transition” hormones and surgery, in 

vitro fertilization, and sterilization. 

6. Eliminate the U.S. Department of 

Education: In its short lifespan since 1976, 

the Education Department has presided over 

the decline of American education, 

impacting many Catholic families in public 

schools and reinforcing a near-monopoly of 

taxpayer-funded secular education. At 

minimum, the Trump administration and 

Congress should convert federal funds to 

block grants allowing flexibility and school 

choice programs in the states. They should 

also end the Department’s interference with 

teacher training programs, accreditation, 

education standards, and testing. 

7. Fund school choice: The Trump 

administration and Congress should 

incentivize states to adopt school choice 

policies and funding—such as education 

savings accounts, tax credits, and 

vouchers—to help children attend the school 

or homeschool of their parent’s choice, 

including Catholic education. They should 

establish universal savings plans to increase 

savings limits and allow spending for 

elementary and secondary education 

expenses, including homeschooling, in 

addition to higher education—and ensure 

that families have equal access to funds for 

Catholic education. Congress should also 

increase tax credits for education expenses 

including homeschooling, increase the 

federal child tax credit, and increase the 

child’s age limit to 17. 

8. Reform accreditation: The Trump 

administration and Congress should amend 

the Higher Education Act to stop requiring 

accreditation of colleges to receive Title IV 

student aid, end the Education Department’s 

approval of accrediting agencies, exempt 

religious education from accreditation 

standards and criteria that would 

compromise an institution’s religious beliefs 
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and governance, ensure that Title IV student 

aid is not considered federal support that 

triggers Title IX enforcement, and allow a 

private right of action against an accreditor 

by a college that is unjustly discriminated 

against in the course of accreditation. 

9. Strengthen the federal courts: Appoint 

federal judges with clear records of 

conformity with the First Amendment, 

ministerial exception, Religious Freedom 

Restoration Act, and natural law principles 

of conscience and religious freedom. The 

U.S. Supreme Court has been a bulwark 

against violations of religious freedom, but 

the Biden administration appointed hundreds 

of federal judges, and Catholic education is 

likely to face difficulties in many federal 

courts. Protecting the Supreme Court and 

strengthening other federal courts must be a 

top priority for the Trump administration. 

10. Strengthen federal independent 

agencies: The Trump administration should 

appoint commissioners to the Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission who 

respect religious freedom and will not 

misinterpret sex discrimination to include 

“sexual orientation” and “gender ideology.” 

Also appoint commissioners to the National 

Labor Relations Board who respect religious 

freedom and will uphold the U.S. Supreme 

Court’s ruling in NLRB v. Catholic Bishop of 

Chicago (1979), which forbade the NLRB 

from interfering in labor organizing at 

religious schools and colleges as a violation 

of the First Amendment. 

Assault on Civil Rights 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 bans unjust 

discrimination based on religion, race, color, 

or national origin in public accommodations 

(Title II), state and municipal facilities (Title 

III), public education (Title IV), federally 

funded programs (Title VI), and 

employment (Title VII). 

Only Title VII, regarding employment, also 

includes a ban on sex discrimination. In 

1972, Congress passed Title IX of the 

Education Amendments to ban sex 

discrimination in federally funded schools 

and colleges. These laws were clearly 

intended to protect especially women and 

girls from unjust discrimination. 

Today, however, activists for abortion and 

gender ideology seek to redefine “sex” to 

include “sexual orientation” and “gender 

identity,” and to add these categories to all 

the civil rights laws. This would effectively 

force gender ideology on Catholic education 

because only Title VII and Title IX include 

exemptions for religious organizations. 

While no Catholic school or college would 

wish the freedom to discriminate unjustly, 

they must be able to uphold Catholic 

teaching on abortion, contraception, 

sexuality, gender, and marriage—a right 

protected by the First Amendment. 

 

Patrick Reilly 

https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/top-10-u-s-policy-priorities-for-catholic-education/  

 

 

 

 

 

https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/top-10-u-s-policy-priorities-for-catholic-education/


129 
 

Children’s Hospitals Suspend Youth Transgender Programs After Trump 

Order 

 

Several hospitals have suspended child 

transgender programs after the Trump 

administration moved to restrict what the 

White House describes as the “chemical and 

surgical mutilation” of young people.  

President Donald Trump last week issued 

an executive order restricting transgender 

surgeries and drugs for youth, with the 

president vowing that the United States “will 

not fund, sponsor, promote, assist, or 

support” the controversial procedures. 

Among other measures, the order directs 

that every federal agency that offers 

“research or educational grants” to medical 

institutions must ensure that those 

institutions are not administering 

transgender drugs to, or performing 

transgender procedures on, youth. 

On Thursday the Associated Press 

reported that multiple major hospitals 

throughout the U.S. have paused some of 

those medical practices following the White 

House’s order.  

Children’s National Hospital in Washington, 

D.C., “paused prescriptions of puberty 

blockers and hormone therapy” for 

transgender-identifying youth there in 

response to the directive, the news wire 

reported. The hospital “already did not 

perform gender-affirming surgery on 

minors.” 

Farther south, the health system at Virginia 

Commonwealth University and the 

Children’s Hospital of Richmond both 

paused medication and surgeries for minors 

who believe they are the opposite sex.  

Denver Health in Colorado has likewise 

paused “gender-affirming surgeries,” the 

wire said.  

Some other hospitals indicated to AP that 

they would continue offering those 

procedures for now. Chicago’s Lurie 

Children’s Hospital said after Trump’s order 

it was “assessing any potential impact to the 

clinical services we offer to our patient 

families.” 

The White House order last week also 

moved to end the use of what it calls “junk 

science” promoted by the World 

Professional Association for Transgender 

Health (WPATH).  

That organization has come under fire for 

endorsing what critics have called the 

“pseudoscience” of transgenderism, with an 

internal leak last year revealing its members 

admitting that children are too young to 

fully understand the consequences of such 

procedures.  

The president last week also issued an order 

to end “radical gender ideology” in the 

military, reversing former President Joe 

Biden’s directive that allowed soldiers who 

identify as transgender to serve in the armed 

forces. 

 

Daniel Payne 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261977/children-s-hospitals-suspend-youth-

transgender-programs-after-trump-order  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261881/trump-signs-order-restricting-transgender-chemical-and-surgical-mutilation-of-children
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261881/trump-signs-order-restricting-transgender-chemical-and-surgical-mutilation-of-children
https://apnews.com/article/transgender-trump-executive-order-hormones-hospitals-8d9e6b94b34d2e6f890c06ebeba0fe1d
https://apnews.com/article/transgender-trump-executive-order-hormones-hospitals-8d9e6b94b34d2e6f890c06ebeba0fe1d
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/256996/leaked-files-reveal-pseudoscientific-crusade-abuses-at-leading-transgender-group
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261857/trump-signs-order-barring-transgender-identifying-soldiers-from-military-service
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261857/trump-signs-order-barring-transgender-identifying-soldiers-from-military-service
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261977/children-s-hospitals-suspend-youth-transgender-programs-after-trump-order
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261977/children-s-hospitals-suspend-youth-transgender-programs-after-trump-order
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Technology Is Not Neutral 

 

The Church has long pointed out the dangers of technology, with even the earliest pages of 

Scripture noting the connection between technology and the line of Cain. 

 

God has seen all His creation to be 

good. As Christians, we rejoice in this 

goodness. We delight in the loveliness of the 

sun and moon, in the odor of the sweet 

olive, in the taste of flesh and fowl and 

grain, in the spirits that raise our spirits, in 

the marital bond that brings life to birth. All 

in moderation, we say, moderation not 

excepted. And if we are somewhat 

sententious in our treatment of temperance, 

we are nonetheless right to note that God has 

given us the goodness of His creation as a 

channel of that grace by which we ourselves 

are made good. 

Not infrequently, we are told that 

technology, too, with special reference to 

such things as the laptop and the smart 

phone, is morally neutral. It all depends on 

how we use it. With my iPhone, I can type 

this essay, or I can find pornography. I can 

file my taxes, or I can gamble away my 

savings. I can call my friend for a long-

overdue conversation, or I can scroll the 

hours away on the troubled, manicured seas 

of social media. The choice is mine. How 

will I use this thing which money and 

cunning have set in my pocket? 

The Church has long pointed out the 

dangers of technology, with even the earliest 

pages of Scripture noting the connection 

between technology and the line of Cain. 

John Paul II asked in Redemptor 

Hominis whether the modern world, with its 

great technological advances, was not also a 

world groaning in travail. As Walker Percy 

put it in The Second Coming, man has never 

invented a weapon he has not used, and we 

seem ever on the verge of putting to use the 

very weapons which, through our 

technological advancement, have given us 

the key to our own destruction. And the 

needed prioritizing of ethics over technology 

that John Paul saw to be critical to any real 

development of human living has not 

materialized. 

I fear, indeed, that technology as it has come 

to inhabit and inform our way of being in 

the world is no longer a neutral matter but 

rather one which is formally ordered to the 

detriment of authentic human flourishing.  

I fear, indeed, that technology as it has 

come to inhabit and inform our way of 

being in the world is no longer a neutral 

matter but rather one which is formally 

ordered to the detriment of authentic 

human flourishing. 

Behind my concern, and beneath much of 

John Paul II’s musings on the subject, is 

Martin Heidegger’s thinking in his essay 

“The Question Concerning Technology.” In 

it, he submits that the essence of the 

technological outlook, as it was coming to 

be in his day and has increasingly become in 

ours, lies in a tendency to make of being a 

standing reserve. So far, so neutral. A pen 

makes a standing reserve of ink to be drawn 

upon at will. A dam makes a standing 

reserve of a river, and the result—as anyone 

who has experienced the Diamond Lakes of 

central Arkansas, for instance, can attest—

can be both useful and immensely beautiful, 

creating water supplies for people and lovely 

habitats for fish and game. 

The problem, as Heidegger saw it, is that 

technology tends to make man himself a 
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standing reserve. The obvious example lies 

in something like the way in which a 

technologically advanced standing army 

requires an immense supply of humans to 

serve it. More critically, though, I am 

thinking of the iPhone. The iPhone has so 

insinuated itself into the fabric of life—

handling our banking, our education, our 

insurance, our entertainment and travel so 

easily and effectively—that we feel we have 

to have one. What’s more, the phone 

contrives endless ways to make me feel I 

must pick it up, look at it, interact with it. In 

any idle moment, my mind and hand move 

toward the phone. And so, Apple has created 

a standing reserve of customers who will 

faithfully buy the next model of iPhone 

upon its release.  

In other words, technologies which are not 

neutral are idols—not idols by accident, as 

anything in the world may be, but idols by 

design, compelling our attention for their 

continued existence. Low-end estimates 

place the average person’s smart phone 

usage at about three and a half hours daily, 

which amounts to roughly 24 hours each 

week. The iPhone, that is, has demanded its 

Lord’s Day and gotten it, while authentic 

Sunday worship continues to falter. 

Technology of this kind is not neutral. It 

seeks and often attains our worship. 

As Heidegger points out in his essay, 

though, drawing on the poet Holderlin, is the 

poison so often lies the cure. Pernicious 

technology demands our gaze and the use of 

our hands, and the proper direction of our 

eyes and our hands can lead us out of 

bondage to this new pharaoh and into the 

desert of worship. 

Look to the Eucharist. Let the eye follow the 

extraordinary lines of a beautiful church. 

Look to the trees. Watch the birds and learn 

their names. See the sun at its rising and 

watch the wonder that lights a child’s face a 

thousand times a day. 

Use your hands. Play an instrument. Plant 

and nurture a garden. Learn to repair an 

engine or clean a fish or skin a rabbit. Our 

hands are where our thinking meets the stuff 

of the world, and in learning to use them, we 

become once again human. No wonder Jesus 

spent so much of His life in silent, hidden 

work. 

Technology is not neutral. But to admit that 

means having to make a change. “You must 

change your life,” speaks Rilke’s “Archaic 

Torso of Apollo.” And Christ speaks those 

words to us as well, burning in the 

Eucharist, inviting us to look, to see, to 

fashion things of these hands so beautifully, 

fearfully made. 

 

Daniel Fitzpatrick 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/technology-is-not-neutral  
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Colorful Catholic Kids’ Show Reaches 1-Million Subscribers 

 

Juice Box, a YouTube channel dedicated to Catholic children’s content, recently crossed the 

milestone of one million subscribers. 

 

For Catholic parents navigating the stormy 

waters of kids' online content, finding 

wholesome entertainment can feel like 

searching for a needle in a digital haystack. 

But a new player in the Catholic media 

space is fixing that problem, one colorful 

episode at a time. 

Juice Box, a YouTube channel dedicated to 

Catholic children's content, recently crossed 

the milestone of one million subscribers, 

joining the ranks of Catholic media 

heavyweights like Bishop Barron and 

Ascension Presents. Produced by award-

winning Spirit Juice Studios, it is now the 

fastest growing YouTube channel for 

Catholic kids' content. 

What makes this achievement especially 

amazing is the channel's humble beginning. 

What started as a Kickstarter project that 

failed to reach its funding goal has taken on 

new life as a treasured Catholic resource 

featuring games, songs, stories, prayers, 

Catholic toys, and more.  

The channel now has more than 350 videos 

that are used by parents, teachers, and 

catechists to bring the Catholic faith to life 

for the youngest generation. 

A trusted source for parents 

For many Catholic families, the channel has 

become a daily companion. With hundreds 

of videos featuring everything from 

engaging games to catchy religious songs, 

Bible stories, prayers, and toy reviews, Juice 

Box offers refreshing and trustworthy 

children's content.  

“Spirit Juice created Juice Box to fill a need 

for high-quality, faithful, and entertaining 

Catholic YouTube content for kids. We are 

thrilled that Juice Box is impacting so many 

people and making it easier for parents, 

teachers, and catechists to pass on the faith 

to the next generation,” said Rob Kaczmark, 

CEO of Spirit Juice Studios and creator of 

Juice Box.  

“We are building this channel and creating 

this content specifically for YouTube, so that 

parents everywhere can access it as a trusted 

source for content they would want their 

children to see — and that their children will 

want to watch.” 

A great option for today’s kids 

Those of us who grew up in the 90s (or 

earlier) remember the days when Catholic 

children's content meant grainy videos with 

dated graphics or dry lectures. Instead, Juice 

Box serves up vibrant, professionally 

produced content that speaks the visual 

language of today's tech-savvy kids while 

remaining firmly rooted in Catholic 

teaching. 

As screen time continues to be a concern for 

many parents, channels like Juice Box offer 

a wonderful compromise. When our kids 

watch videos, we can make sure they’re 

watching content that nurtures their faith 

while entertaining them. With its growing 

library of videos and expanding viewer base, 

Juice Box is poised to continue serving up 

faith formation with a side of fun for years 

to come. 

https://www.spiritjuicestudios.com/
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It seems fitting that a channel named Juice 

Box has found its sweet spot in Catholic 

media. After all, sometimes the best way to 

share our faith is to make it as appealing and 

accessible as a child's favorite drink – 

complete with a colorful straw and a healthy 

dose of joy. 

 

Theresa Civantos Barber 

https://aleteia.org/2025/02/01/colorful-catholic-kids-show-reaches-1-million-subscribers  
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School Choice Executive Order ‘Rightly Affirms’ Role of Parents, Says U.S. 

Bishops 

 

NEW YORK – Applauding a recent 

executive order that promotes parental 

choice in education, Bishop David M. 

O’Connell highlighted that the order “rightly 

recognizes that parents are the primary 

educators of their children.” 

President Donald Trump signed the 

executive order, titled “Expanding 

Educational Freedom and Opportunity for 

Families,” on Jan. 29, which tasks his 

administration to prioritize increasing 

educational parental choice nationwide 

through funding, and other initiatives. 

“I welcome President Trump’s Executive 

Order, which takes meaningful steps to 

expand educational freedom for families 

across the country. This order rightly 

recognizes that parents are the primary 

educators of their children,” O’Connell, 

chairman of the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops Committee on Catholic 

Education said in a Jan. 31 statement. 

“As the Church proclaimed in Gravissimum 

Educationis, since parents have given 

children their life, they are bound by the 

most serious obligation to educate them and 

therefore must be recognized as the primary 

and principal educators of their own 

children,” O’Connell, the bishop of Trenton 

continued. 

Trump said that educational choice for 

families is the best avenue for educational 

reform. 

“The growing body of rigorous research 

demonstrates that well-designed education-

freedom programs improve student 

achievement and cause nearby public 

schools to improve their performance,” 

Trump said in the executive order. 

The executive order first charges the 

Secretary of Education with issuing 

guidance on how states can use federal 

funds to support K-12 educational choice 

initiatives. It also charges the Secretary of 

Education to make educational freedom a 

priority in discretionary grant programs, as 

well as to create a plan with the Secretary of 

Labor on how to use “relevant discretionary 

grant programs to expand education freedom 

for America’s families and teachers.” 

Further, the executive order prioritizes 

expanding educational opportunities – 

including private and faith-based – for low-

income families, military families, and 

Native American families. 

O’Connell applauded this focus. 

“Importantly, this order affirms families who 

seek to choose faith-based educational 

options,” O’Connell said. “For generations, 

Catholic schools have enriched America by 

providing a rigorous education rooted in 

faith.” 

“Our schools are committed to serving all 

students, regardless of income, and we 

support policies that ensure families are 

truly free to choose the educational 

environment that aligns with their values 

and meets the needs of their children,” he 

continued. 

 

John Lavenburg 

https://cruxnow.com/church%20in%20the%20usa/2025/02/school%20choice%20executive%20order%20rightly%20affirms%20r

ole%20of%20parents%20say%20u%20s%20bishops  

https://cruxnow.com/church%20in%20the%20usa/2025/02/school%20choice%20executive%20order%20rightly%20affirms%20role%20of%20parents%20say%20u%20s%20bishops
https://cruxnow.com/church%20in%20the%20usa/2025/02/school%20choice%20executive%20order%20rightly%20affirms%20role%20of%20parents%20say%20u%20s%20bishops
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A Confession 

 

When I was seventeen years old, I aborted 

my baby. Abortion had never previously 

crossed my mind. I thought I would be a 

virgin until I fell in love, like the women in 

the novels I read from the public library. The 

ones with the handsome man riding up on a 

horse. Women in the 1970s devoured these 

new romance novels, featuring explicit 

depictions of sex, selling millions of copies. 

I started reading them in elementary school. 

I knew sex outside of marriage was a sin. In 

my books, however, sex happened before 

marriage. Marriage came at the end, when 

they lived “happily ever after.” 

Getting drunk was expected in high school. 

A boyfriend was also expected. I thought 

about boys more than God, school, and 

current events. Weekends were for getting 

drunk and hanging out with the boys. No 

one mentioned God in my public school. My 

family was Catholic. Mass on Sunday, grace 

before dinner. But no mention of God after 

that. Just be good. 

After Confirmation, I never went to 

Confession or received any catechesis. I was 

thankful to be done; religion didn’t seem to 

be important. I never heard abortion 

mentioned in Church teaching or any 

teaching. I never heard that abortion is 

murdering a child. I knew the Catholic 

Church opposed birth control. But I didn’t 

know why. A friend said it was to bring 

more Catholics into the world, which at the 

time seemed right. 

After the abortion, I went on with my life. I 

never told anyone. It was as if it never 

happened. The terror that my parents and the 

community would learn I was pregnant was 

all-consuming before the abortion. I could 

think of nothing else but getting the abortion 

as soon as possible. If I thought at all about 

what I was doing, it was “ending a 

pregnancy.” It was legal, easy, and 

affordable. It must, therefore, not be a big 

deal. 

The shame of pregnancy, accompanied by 

fear of public humiliation, gossip, and the 

loss of approval by my family and friends 

was overwhelming. Handling the situation 

on my own, without drama, emotion, or 

discussion seemed strong to me, and 

admirable. I got myself into this situation, I 

would fix it. No one needs to know. 

So, I had the abortion and was back in 

school. Done. Don’t think about it. I was 

one of the valedictorians and received other 

accolades, then a top Catholic college, and 

eventually a post-graduate program. I 

married, had three children, and started a 

successful career. I would say I was happy. I 

was actually used to being somewhat numb. 

If I had to describe my life after the 

abortion, I would have to say, it was like 

watching myself live my life. I stopped 

going to Mass regularly. I rarely prayed. 

Once an older, Catholic woman who had 

many children and grandchildren, stopped 

and softly touched my newborn daughter 

with great reverence. I remember thinking it 

odd. I loved my children deeply, but she 

seemed to see something else, something 

sacred. I couldn’t understand it at the time.  

Thankfully, my husband is Catholic. We 

knew that our kids needed their sacraments 

because that is what Catholics do. I 

remember telling a friend that we went to 

Mass to teach our children values. 

Eventually, one of my daughters was 

preparing for Confirmation. The parents 

were invited to go to Confession with them. 

I had been attending Mass for years by then. 
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I hadn’t been to Confession since ninth 

grade. I confessed the abortion. 

Some time after, I was at Mass and the 

Gospel passage “ask and you shall 

receive” was read. It had never dawned on 

me to ask for anything, really. I thought you 

just keep trying to be good; that’s the way to 

God. I asked for faith that day. I knew I 

didn’t truly believe. God was distant, not 

knowable. 

But that was the beginning. Over the next 

several years, the Lord poured his grace over 

me. He opened my eyes. I read Scripture 

every day. If there was a Catholic Church 

nearby, I stopped in to pray in front of Jesus 

in the Tabernacle. I went to Mass on 

Sundays, and then daily. 

I also went to Confession, and read the 

saints: Augustine, Aquinas, Bonaventure, 

Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila. I found 

a wise spiritual director. I was actually living 

my own life. I could see, I could hear. 

I can only explain the desire to know more 

about God as a gift of the Holy Spirit. I truly 

believe that all of the rosaries said for 

sinners had a part in saving me. 

During this time of grace and conversion, I 

rarely thought about the abortion. I’d been 

forgiven. Yet one day, I was driving with my 

daughter. She was excited and talked about 

an upcoming party. She was entering high 

school so I asked if there would be drinking. 

She got defensive. She was a good girl, and 

was offended that I was worried. 

I started to warn her about parties, the 

drinking, the possibility of date rape drugs, 

the loss of innocence. And then I started 

crying. I was afraid for her and told her 

about the abortion. I told her that I felt like a 

coward for what I’d done. It was 

embarrassing for both of us. And sad. 

An abortion is an evil performed upon an 

innocent child and in most cases a desperate, 

confused, frightened, and often ignorant 

woman. The evil that is abortion haunts me, 

healed and forgiven as I am. I hear 

narratives of how it is empowering to 

women. I know that it is the opposite. 

When my child died, during that procedure, 

I lost part of my life, too. I was not aware of 

it at the time. Now that the Holy Spirit has 

revived me, I see more clearly. Abortion 

hides the evil, but the evil is still there. 

Sex outside of a committed marriage leads 

to this tragedy. The Church has been right 

about such things all along, teaching that 

chastity empowers our children. It protects 

them. Parents must do all they can to bless 

and protect their children via the sacraments. 

Evil is real. 

 

Jackie Dettling 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/02/01/a-confession/  
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The Dismal Data on Test Scores Proves Trump and Congress Must Pass 

Nationwide School Choice Now 

 

The timing couldn’t be more providential. 

We celebrate Catholic Schools Week each 

year at the end of January, as families and 

neighborhoods throughout the nation 

highlight the importance of Catholic 

schools. 

National School Choice Week coincides 

with it this year, emphasizing the importance 

of empowering parents and their children by 

allowing them to have educational options 

and by expanding school choice across the 

country. 

And data released this week by the National 

Assessment of Educational Progress proves 

just how important it is to expand education 

freedom to all 50 states. 

We know school choice is a vital means to 

financially enable parents to send their 

children to Catholic and other schools of 

their choosing. 

School choice simply means that regardless 

of economic means or ZIP code, families 

should have access to the highest-quality 

school that best meets their children’s 

academic needs while supporting the values 

and beliefs most important to them. For the 

families of nearly 1.7 million children 

nationwide, the choice is a Catholic school. 

But that choice for many families is in 

jeopardy, as working- and middle-class 

parents continue to struggle to make ends 

meet. 

For President Trump and the new Congress, 

the moment is now to pass meaningful 

school choice legislation to reach families in 

all 50 states. 

Legislation in Congress, the Educational 

Choice for Children Act (ECCA), is the 

ideal way to improve and expand 

educational opportunity to families who lack 

the financial capacity for a private or 

religious education — and build a more 

equal and just society.  

The ECCA would add a federal income-tax 

credit to generate private charitable 

donations to nonprofit scholarship granting 

organizations that distribute scholarships to 

children for K-12 education expenses, 

including private-school tuition or 

supplemental education services if they 

remain in a district government school. 

The legislation is modeled after similar laws 

in nearly half the states, which are a tested, 

proven formula for success. 

For many parents, if not most, their 

neighborhood government school meets 

their children’s needs. May they flourish! 

Many other parents, however, find 

government schools inadequate to prepare 

their children academically, unsafe and/or 

undermine their family’s values and 

religious freedom. 

That is why expanding education freedom 

with school choice must be one of the 

solutions to improve education for all 

children, regardless of where they attend 

school. 

In fact, studies have shown that as school 

choice has expanded, students in regular 

public schools also had improved academic 

outcomes. School choice is good 

for all schools and all students! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/5e1e34e5.streaklinks.com/CS2Kd6mf3z-YuTbtog9JcZj1/https*3A*2F*2Fnypost.com*2F2025*2F01*2F29*2Fus-news*2Fheartbreaking-test-score-shows-us-children-falling-behind-on-reading-math-and-some-gop-members-are-blaming-biden*2F__;JSUlJSUlJSUl!!F0Stn7g!HYLZjWTBhlHVDAQhbI9l2xHQ-R2iOo5NZbwtI8729QU1bIwFhliq1LmdlvQWwpI1U7i6o4orpVVx400W$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/5e1e34e5.streaklinks.com/CS2Kd6y6-ope0b4QsAtXjubn/https*3A*2F*2Fwww.aaascholarships.org*2Fwp-content*2Fuploads*2F2024*2F10*2FEffects-of-Maturing-Private-School-Choice-Programs-on-Public-School-Students-AEJ-2023-11.pdf__;JSUlJSUlJSU!!F0Stn7g!HYLZjWTBhlHVDAQhbI9l2xHQ-R2iOo5NZbwtI8729QU1bIwFhliq1LmdlvQWwpI1U7i6o4orpahFXH2m$
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I have been privileged to work with elected 

officials from both political parties to 

address children’s educational needs. 

Thanks to President Trump’s leadership 

during the COVID pandemic, independent 

and religious schools had access to 

additional federal support to help manage 

that crisis. Support for parental choice has 

been constant in his agenda. 

Funding for non-public schools was 

subsequently included in the American 

Rescue Plan thanks to the leadership of 

President Joe Biden and Sen. Chuck 

Schumer.  

Though more than two dozen states 

expanded school choice in the pandemic’s 

wake, meaningful educational opportunities 

remain lacking for children in most of the 

country — especially the 18 states without 

laws to enable parental access to K-12 

educational options. 

In the Empire State, where school choice is 

not an option, the New York City 

Department of Education is spending 

$38,000 per public-school student each year, 

while the average cost per student for 

Catholic elementary schools in the 

archdiocese is just over $10,000. 

Yet as test scores show, children in public 

schools are struggling to make progress in 

reading and math.  

President Trump has been a vocal supporter 

of school choice since his first election in 

2016. 

As he begins his second term, he stands in 

the best position to be the school-choice 

president and deliver educational freedom 

for millions of families who need and desire 

the K-12 education that is best for their 

children. 

A robust Educational Choice for Children 

Act would expand opportunities for these 

parents in every corner of every state to 

access schools of choice for their children, 

without the federal government involving 

itself further in education policy or imposing 

new mandates upon states and schools. 

Elected officials in both parties should 

embrace the ECCA. That way, families from 

low-income to middle-class households can 

gain access to the quality of education for 

their children in the same way wealthier 

families already do. 

That makes for a stronger, more equal 

education system — and a better America. 

 

Timothy Cardinal Dolan 

https://nypost.com/2025/01/31/opinion/the-dismal-data-on-test-scores-proves-trump-and-

congress-must-pass-nationwide-school-choice-now/  
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British University Puts Trigger Warning on Greek Mythology For 

‘Distressing’ Content 

 

Professor slams move as ‘embarrassing’ censorship. 

 

The University of Exeter put a trigger 

warning on two classic pieces of ancient 

Greek literature, Homer’s “The Iliad” and 

“The Odyssey,” for what it calls 

“distressing” content. 

The school, located in England, is now 

warning students at the beginning of its 

“Women in Homer” course they could 

“encounter views and content that they may 

find uncomfortable,” The Daily 

Mail reported. 

It cites themes of rape, sexual violence, and 

infant mortality in the two poems. 

Students who experience “distress” due to 

the poems’ contents should “feel free to deal 

with it in ways that help (e.g. to leave the 

classroom, contact Wellbeing, and of course 

talk to the lecturer),” the university said, 

according to information obtained by The 

Daily Mail. 

A university spokesman told the newspaper 

that “content warnings ‘help ensure students 

who may be affected by specific issues are 

not subjected to any potential unnecessary 

distress.’” 

However, a professor of humanities at 

Thales College in North Carolina told The 

College Fix the move undermines the role of 

higher education. 

“The ‘trigger warnings’ are disguised forms 

of anticipatory censorship. They tell the 

students in advance that what they are going 

to read is in some way filthy or stupid or 

wicked or contemptible,” Anthony Esolen 

told The Fix. “Why you would want to teach 

what you despise is beyond me.” 

Prestigious colleges such as the University 

of Exeter once “produced titans of learning 

in every field, explorers, inventors, 

ethnologists, missionaries, statesmen; now, 

by their own unwitting admission, they seek 

to produce over-touchy neurotics incapable 

of reading Homer without a pussycat to 

stroke and opioid cookies nearby,” he said. 

The Fix reached out to the University of 

Exeter’s Press Office and English 

Department two weeks ago via email about 

the university’s intent with the trigger 

warnings, but received no response. 

Esolen said higher education institutions 

likely would not place trigger warnings on 

what professors consider politically favored 

ideas, such as themes of libertarian 

socialism, Marxism, and feminism. 

He said trigger warnings on any material 

hinder the abilities of “genuine students of 

culture” to fully engage in academics. 

Esolen also said he is stunned by the 

university’s “complete lack of historical 

imagination,” adding that a trigger warning 

“applied to the great epics of ancient Greece 

is … utterly embarrassing.” 

Homer’s “The Iliad” and “The Odyssey” are 

two epic poems that depict fictional events 

centered around the legendary Trojan War. 

“The Iliad” describes the tensions between 

Achilles and King Agamemnon during the 

final stages of the war, while “The Odyssey” 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14232627/University-chiefs-issue-trigger-warning-undergraduates-studying-Greek-mythology-warning-uncomfortable-challenging-former-Prime-Minister-Boris-Johnson-slams-absurd-move.html
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chronicles the journey of Odysseus, the king 

of Ithaca, as he returns home after the war. 

Homer and his writings should not be 

confined to any single perspective; “his 

imagination is broader than that,” the 

professor said. 

Esolen said when he attended Princeton 

University, he would have considered a 

trigger warning an insult to his intelligence. 

“We would all have treated with derisive 

contempt anybody who suggested that 

students be ‘warned’ about challenging 

material,” he said. 

He referenced his experience in a moral 

philosophy course taught by a professor with 

a difference world view than his own, noting 

that he recognized disagreements as an 

inherent part of his university education. 

“I did not find it worthy even to mention to 

my friends. What would be the point?” he 

told The Fix. 

Similarly, England’s former Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson also condemned the 

university’s decision, saying the two poems 

laid the “foundation for Western 

Literature,” The Telegraph reported. 

“Are they really saying that their students 

are so wet, so feeble-minded and so 

generally namby-pamby that they can’t 

enjoy Homer?” he said. 

“Is the faculty of Exeter University really 

saying that its students are the most 

quivering and pathetic in the entire 28 

centuries of Homeric studies?” Johnson said. 

 

Hanna Bechtel 

https://www.thecollegefix.com/british-university-puts-trigger-warning-on-greek-mythology-for-

distressing-content/  
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Why Should Catholics Bother to Read Novels? 

 

Reading fiction helps us rouse ourselves from the world we know and engage the world created 

by the storyteller, leaving us “with a renewed sense of mystery.” 

 

Getting people to read these days is tough. 

Blame it on our age of social media, 

electronic games, infinite distractibility: if a 

text is more than a hundred words in 

length—beyond say what fills a smartphone 

screen—the gaze will likely flicker and flick 

away. 

And as someone who writes both fiction and 

nonfiction, I will add this: even harder is 

finding folks to read the massive word-

clumps known as novels. I am not alone in 

noting this. Recently, I visited Ignatius Press 

(which has been publishing my work) and 

chatted with president Mark Brumley. He 

said that he has noticed the same trend 

among the readership of the press’s Catholic 

titles. Readers, he says, go for everything 

nonfiction—theology, devotionals, 

biographies, polemics. 

Fiction? That comes in dead last. 

The problem isn’t new. Catholic storyteller 

Flannery O’Connor had something to say 

about this problem decades ago, in the 

1950s. Mark asked me to elaborate my 

thoughts on this issue. Here goes! 

Many Catholics today are dismayed by the 

world they see around them. For some, at 

least, the instinctive response is to take 

refuge in Catholic doctrine and adopt a 

defensive crouch. The result is a tendency to 

view with suspicion anything they cannot 

readily identify as orthodox and clearly 

Catholic. 

This may help explain why some Catholics 

seem to view fiction with suspicion. Stories 

don’t always offer immediate clarity. 

And why is this? Because stories take us on 

a journey. They ask us to accompany total 

strangers—fictional characters we don’t 

know—through experiences that may be 

uncomfortable or unfamiliar to a destination 

we cannot see clearly in the distance. Given 

this potential for intellectual discomfort, 

many people—including many Catholics—

might just decide to stay home and never 

open to page one, never set foot outside the 

door of their intellectual household, and 

simply leave the story untouched. 

Which would be too bad. Because when you 

think about what it means to lead a Catholic 

life, it’s good to recall what Christ tells his 

disciples. He does not say: Get comfortable, 

stay home, stay safe. Instead, he gives them 

a command, a job to do: He tells them to go 

forth; he encourages them to do what he did 

and engage with all kinds of people, 

accepting hospitality wherever they can find 

it. 

And if we imitate Christ in going forth to 

engage with the world as we find it, we will 

discover the potential for a very productive 

exchange. We’ll have the chance to grow in 

our faith and learn from others, even as we 

bear witness to our life as Catholics in what 

we say and do. It’s a kind of dialogue, an 

extended conversation in which the 

participants can grow spiritually. 

And something akin to this process happens 

when we read a novel. We rouse ourselves 

from the world we know and engage the 
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world created by the storyteller. We make 

the acquaintance of new individuals—the 

characters in the story—and we watch them 

as they live their lives and tell their tale. As 

they do so, thoughtful Catholic readers 

might talk back to these characters, 

exclaiming: Hey, don’t do that, you’ll hurt 

yourself! Or: Hey, stop, you’re turning your 

life into a train-wreck; I know, because I did 

that once myself! Or: Hey, I never thought of 

that; this character is offering me a glimpse 

of wisdom. 

Who knows? By the end of the book, you 

may feel you have just made a friend for 

life. I know for sure my own stagger-step 

lurching through the years (and that’s the 

best we can manage, isn’t it: Lurch forward, 

lurch on!) has been made easier by the 

companions I have met in great fiction. Don 

Quixote, Prince Myshkin, Lord Jim: they 

give me comfort, they make me feel I am 

not alone in what I go through. 

They give me the sense, as Joseph Conrad 

wrote, that I have got company of the “kind 

we like to feel marching right and left of us 

in life.” 

(Come to think of it, didn’t Christ himself 

do something like this with his parables? 

Prodigal son, good Samaritan, wise and 

foolish virgins: easy enough for us to find 

glimmers of our own behavior as we feel our 

hearts responding to what the divine 

Storyteller has to say.) 

A cautionary note might be in order at this 

point. We shouldn’t expect that the novels 

we will read will offer us straightforward 

prescriptions on how to act and what to 

believe. The novel is not a catechism. Here 

it’s good to glance at what Flannery 

O’Connor stated in her meditations on what 

it means to be a Catholic novelist. “The 

main concern of the fiction writer,” she says, 

“is with mystery as it is incarnated in human 

life.” 

Note the pair of very Christian words she 

uses in this claim. ‘Incarnated’: the belief 

that the Second Person of the Trinity 

becomes man, and in so doing makes this 

whole messy fleshly existence of ours 

worthwhile—and worth contemplating. 

The second word is ‘mystery.’ It comes from 

an ancient Greek term that means to have 

one’s eyes closed. ‘Eyes closed’; here it’s 

good to note something else O’Connor tells 

us: “Faith is a ‘walking in darkness’ and not 

a theological solution to mystery.” 

In other words, when we read a story, we are 

in the dark; we don’t know what’s ahead. 

But the storyteller takes us by the hand and 

guides us as we feel our way through dim 

corridors and vast caverns out into strange 

worlds and unfamiliar situations. 

Be warned here: We will not receive clear-

cut resolutions to our existential questions. 

As O’Connor says, “We Catholics are very 

much given to the Instant Answer. Fiction 

doesn’t have any. It leaves us, like Job, with 

a renewed sense of mystery.” 

But if novelists do their job, at a minimum, 

we should be left with a greater sense of awe 

and gratitude to God for this mysterious gift 

we call life. 

Now some Catholics might say, Whoa, fella, 

hold it right there. There are plenty of books 

that are simply bad; they glorify sin and 

self-indulgence and godless materialism. 

True—all too true. But this is where Ignatius 

Press steps in. 

Because the staff members at Ignatius Press 

believe in publishing novels that can help us 

explore and strengthen our Catholic faith. 

They’ve selected a library full of 

novels that are written from a faith 

perspective. 

They’ve assembled an array of stories that 

help strengthen our Catholic faith, even as 

https://ignatius.com/books/fiction-literature/
https://ignatius.com/books/fiction-literature/
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the tales entertain us and hold out the hope 

that we can make two new and distinctive 

sets of friends: the characters in the story in 

whose struggles we become involved; and 

the fellow readers with whom we can 

discuss the story we’ve just read. 

 

David Pinault 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/31/why-should-catholics-bother-to-read-novels/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/31/why-should-catholics-bother-to-read-novels/


144 
 

Turning Bad Boys into Saintly Men: The Work of Saint John Bosco 

 

The nineteenth-century Italian saint had a magnetic effect on children and adults because he 

possessed an abundance of profound, Christlike joy. 

 

The tragedy of boys failing to grow into 

good men is not a modern phenomenon. 

While there are many reasons that young 

men today drift through life or engage in 

dangerous behaviors, this is not a new 

problem. 

In the twenty-first century, this probably has 

much to do with boys lacking father figures 

in their lives because of the Sexual 

Revolution. In nineteenth-century Italy, 

another revolution was at least partly to 

blame: the Industrial Revolution. 

Granted, many boys in Italy in the 1800s fell 

into lives of crime for other reasons. Plagues 

and famines created numerous orphans, 

depriving children of family support and 

education. Italy was also plagued by 

movements which advocated violence for 

the sake of political change, which attracted 

young, angry men. 

But the Industrial Revolution led many 

people to move from rural areas to big cities. 

Once workers took jobs in factories, 

however, they discovered long workdays, 

dangerous working conditions, and the 

ultimate downside of unexpected 

unemployment: starvation. Hungry boys 

became thieves, angry boys became 

anarchists, and some boys never had the 

chance to grow up at all. 

The same thing could have happened to 

young John Bosco (1815-1888). His father 

died when he was only two years old, and 

his mother (Venerable Servant of God 

Margherita Occhiena Bosco) had to raise 

three boys on her own. Fortunately for John, 

his mother was a strong, devout woman 

whose faith never faltered, even when there 

was not enough food to feed her children. 

Although John recognized a call to the 

priesthood when he was a teenager, he was 

poor. He had to work to earn money first to 

help his family and then to save up for his 

education. He was only fifteen years old 

when he was befriended by a remarkable 

priest: Father (now Saint) Joseph Cafasso. 

Despite his own health issues, Father 

Cafasso lived an ascetic life and became a 

popular seminary lecturer in Turin. Cafasso 

developed an apostolate to the poor, 

particularly through his outreach to death-

row prisoners. He also served as a spiritual 

advisor to men and women, some of whom, 

besides Bosco, are now honored by the 

Church for their holy lives.1 

Cafasso’s approach to dealing with people, 

whether they were rich or poor, priests or 

prison inmates, was founded on the gentle 

teachings of the French spiritual director and 

saint, Francis de Sales. When Bosco became 

a priest, he used that same approach. Setting 

aside the prospect of a promising career as a 

diocesan priest and the support of a wealthy 

Marquessa, Bosco founded an apostolate to 

serve needy boys. 

Fr. Bosco’s goal was to bring boys—and 

later girls, with the help of religious sister 

Saint Maria Domenica Mazzarello—to Jesus 

Christ and the sacraments. Despite repeated 

health problems often caused by overwork, 

Bosco gave everything to this cause. He 

recognized that most of the boys who ended 

up in trouble were lonely, were ignorant of 

their Catholic faith, and were simply 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote1sym
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imitating the bad behavior they saw in other 

boys. Those harmful examples often led 

them straight to prison. 

That’s why John went looking for those 

kinds of boys in the most dangerous parts of 

town. He treated the dirty, smelly, ignorant 

boys he met like friends, not thieves. He 

helped them find jobs and places to sleep. 

He invited them to Sunday events, which 

included fun activities as well as Mass and 

(cleverly disguised) religious instruction. 

Bosco had taught himself magic and 

acrobatic tricks as a child to lure other boys 

to join him for Mass, and he never forgot to 

try to connect with boys through the 

ordinary and natural loves of children. 

Although he faced constant opposition from 

people who thought his boys were 

irredeemable, his apostolate gradually grew 

to include group homes, schools, and a 

religious congregation of priests and sisters 

who were trained to follow his approach in 

dealing with children. Because his methods 

emphasized the teachings of Saint Francis de 

Sales, his order became known as the 

Society of Saint Francis de Sales, also called 

the Salesians of Don Bosco. 

Only God knows how many boys John 

Bosco saved from a life of crime, but he also 

helped some boys recognize a religious 

vocation. For example, one pious teenager 

from a poor family, Dominic Savio (1842-

1857), entered Bosco’s school hoping to 

become a Salesian priest and educate boys, 

just like Bosco. Savio died too young to 

achieve that goal, but he was an inspiration 

to other boys through his love of prayer, 

devotion to the Eucharist, cheerfulness, and 

hard work, along with a very human joy in 

playing with his friends. Savio was 

canonized in 1954. 

Savio is not the only Salesian saint. Some of 

the men Bosco personally taught have also 

become saints,2 while other saints, like 

Savio, wanted to become Salesian priests 

but did not live long enough to be 

ordained.3 Some died as martyrs,4 while 

others founded their own religious orders 

based on the pattern of the Salesian 

order.5 Some Salesian saints were religious 

sisters,6 while another was a religious 

brother.7 

Just like every parent and teacher, Saint 

John struggled to know how to deal with 

difficult, angry children and not respond in 

kind. The answer to that dilemma came to 

him through a childhood dream. In that 

dream, young Bosco saw a group of fighting 

boys and tried to stop them by shouting and 

swinging at them. Our Lord and the Blessed 

Mother appeared to him and told him to 

respond with gentleness, love, and humility 

if he wanted to turn “wild animals” into 

gentle lambs. 

Bosco received many more insightful 

dreams during his life. Many of these 

dreams seemed to be a heavenly response to 

Bosco’s constant concern about the ultimate 

destination of his boys. For example, the 

angels who appeared to him in dreams often 

warned him about the specific dangers his 

boys were facing and told him about the bad 

decisions they were currently making. 

Although Fr. Bosco was careful to state that 

these were simply dreams when he shared 

them with his boys, he also used them to 

help the children recognize how important it 

was to be constantly directing one’s life 

toward God and by obeying his 

commandments. The accuracy of these 

insights also reminded the boys that 

angels—and God—were watching them. 

Parents, teachers, and others who interact 

with children today are usually not blessed 

with the gift of prophetic dreams to help 

them in such a direct way. But there are 

other lessons from the life of Saint John 

Bosco for those who know troubled children 

and teens. 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote2sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote3sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote4sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote5sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote6sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote7sym
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For example, Bosco’s life proves that even 

saints need faithful parents and mentors to 

direct them in their lives. He certainly 

benefited from the example of godly men 

and women. Similarly, we too can try to help 

the children in our lives by simply and 

quietly living our lives as faithful Catholics, 

particularly when we know they are 

watching. 

But what attracted boys and men to follow 

Don Bosco was something more than his 

morally upright personal example. He 

wasn’t just a kind father figure. He wasn’t 

merely a humble, faithful priest. He was 

more than a dreamer or a prophet. 

Saint John Bosco had a magnetic effect on 

children and adults because of his profound 

joy. Bosco possessed an abundance of 

Christlike joy, which is far more than mere 

pleasure or happiness. Our Lord Himself 

explained the kind of joy that His disciples 

should possess: 

By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit, and so prove to 

be my disciples. As the Father has 

loved me, so have I loved you; abide 

in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in 

my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in 

his love. These things I have spoken 

to you, that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be full.8 

If we are ardently seeking to live like sons 

and daughters of our Heavenly Father, if we 

are wholeheartedly trying to abide in the 

love of our Savior, and if we open our hearts 

to the movement of the Holy Spirit, we too 

will be full of joy. God willing, we will also 

possess those other fruits of the Holy Spirit: 

love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.9 

When we, as Christians, bear those signs of 

His presence in our lives, we will be able to 

captivate the hearts of children and adults 

who seem most unreachable. And that will 

bring about a new, joyful kind of revolution, 

the coming of Heaven into the broken, 

hungry hearts of our children. 

 

Dawn Beutner 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-

saint-john-bosco/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote8sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/#sdfootnote9sym
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/30/turning-bad-boys-into-saintly-men-the-life-of-saint-john-bosco/
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‘All Are Punish’d!’ The History and Import Of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

 

The word “plagiarism” comes from the 

Latin plagiarius, meaning “kidnapper.” I’ve 

known writers who’ve referred to a book or 

a poem or a play they’ve written as their 

“baby.” And if somebody had pilfered their 

text, they’d have considered it tantamount to 

child abduction. 

The word, rendered as plagiary, didn’t find 

its way into English until the beginning of 

the 17th century, specifically in 1601, when 

dramatist Ben Jonson (author of The 

Alchemist and Shakespeare’s acquaintance 

and rival) first used it. 

It’s rather like this exchange in Lewis 

Carroll: 

Alice: Well, I must say I’ve never 

heard it that way before. . . 

Caterpillar: I know, I have improved 

it. 

And it captures the attitude of writers in the 

17th and earlier centuries. It wasn’t so much 

that, say, William Shakespeare stole from 

Luigi da Porto (1485-1529), or Matteo 

Bandello (c. 1480–1562), or Arthur Brooke 

(d. 1563) – all of whom had written earlier 

versions of a tale of star-crossed lovers. It’s 

that the Bard of Avon improved them all in 

his Romeo and Juliet. 

Da Porto’s was first in 1524: Historia 

novellamente ritrovata di due giovani 

amanti (“Newly discovered story of two 

young lovers.) 

In 1554, Matteo Bandello – as with da Porto, 

a name never mentioned in my college 

Shakespeare classes – wrote his own novella 

based on da Porto’s. It’s unclear if it was 

Bandello’s work that Shakespeare 

principally drew upon. (But thinking of Friar 

Lawrence in the Bard’s version, note that 

Bandello was a Dominican friar – and a 

bishop of Agen in France!) 

Shakespeare was likely conversant in Italian. 

As Prof. Kent Cartwright – excerpted in 

a Folger Shakespeare Library article – 

writes: 

[Shakespeare] apparently learned 

Italian. . .in the mid-1590s, and he 

read sources in Italian for plays such 

as The Merchant of Venice and Much 

Ado About Nothing. For Shakespeare 

and his countrymen, “[t]he idea of 

Italy,” as [scholar Michael] Wyatt 

puts it, “took on a life of its own.” 

But Shakespeare also had access to English 

translations of Bishop Bandello made by 

William Painter (d. 1595) and, more 

especially, the narrative poem, The Tragical 

History of Romeus and Juliet by Arthur 

Brooke (1562). 

I never tire of reminding myself and, 

therefore, of boring others with the fact that 

during this time, England was Catholic, 

Protestant, Catholic again, and finally 

Protestant in the space of a bit more than a 

quarter-century. It was a period of 

destabilization and violence. 

But it was also an era of great creativity. 

And at the end of the chain begun by Luigi 

da Porto, we have Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet (1597). 

Hamlet usually tops a list of “Shakespeare’s 

Greatest Tragedies,” which is fine. In 

college, I wrote an essay suggesting that the 

Prince of Denmark was a kind of 

existentialist Christ figure. I got an ‘A,’ 

although that was for effort and not because 

the professor thought I’d proved the point. (I 

wasn’t a Roman Catholic then, or I might 

have.) 

https://www.folger.edu/blogs/shakespeare-and-beyond/italy-in-shakespeares-comedies-excerpt-shakespeare-and-the-comedy-of-enchantment/#:~:text=He%20apparently%20learned%20Italian%20(perhaps,its%20own
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In March, my wife and I will see Denzel 

Washington in Othello on Broadway (with 

Jake Gyllenhaal as Iago), and one could 

argue that the great tale of jealousy deserves 

consideration as Shakespeare’s best. 

The Greatest Writer in the English Language 

was at his best writing tragedy. I’m not 

going to suggest that Romeo and Juliet ranks 

above the aforementioned plays, or King 

Lear, Macbeth, Julius Caesar, et alia. But I 

think the case may be made that Romeo and 

Juliet is Shakespeare’s most influential play. 

This is because it’s the most read and often 

the first read Shakespeare play by 

impressionable students. And it is the most-

taught, most-performed play in American 

high schools by far. Scholar Jonathan 

Burton, writing on the Whittier College 

website, says, “No play is taught more 

frequently than Romeo and Juliet, 

which appears in roughly 93% of all ninth-

grade classes.” I believe it. 

If “To be or not to be” is the most quoted 

line from Shakespeare, “O Romeo, Romeo, 

wherefore art thou Romeo?” can’t be far 

behind – even if the 15-year-old girl who 

must recite it has trouble suppressing a 

giggle. Of course, she shouldn’t laugh and 

won’t if she grasps the import. 

Shakespeare was a recusant Catholic. Does 

anybody doubt this anymore? Thirteen of his 

plays have Italian settings, which allowed 

him to create Catholic characters and 

Catholic settings to express Catholic ideas – 

and not be arrested for it. And he did so in 

that play set in Denmark, too, given that 

Hamlet Sr. is languishing in Purgatory – a 

concept otherwise ripped from the English 

imagination by article XXII of the Thirty-

nine Articles of Religion of the Anglican 

Communion that condemned the “Romish” 

doctrine as “vainly invented.” 

In a superb article, “‘Romeo and Juliet’ in a 

Nutshell.” Joseph Pearce suggests that the 

play is misunderstood by most who read and 

teach it – those for whom it’s the story of a 

doomed, pure love. The actions of parents, 

kinsmen, and Friar Lawrence contribute to 

that impression, but: “The correct way of 

reading the play is what might be called the 

moral or cautionary approach in which the 

tragedy is caused by the abandonment of 

reason in the face of erotic love or 

communal hatred.” 

In fact, Shakespeare intended the play to be 

read as a cautionary tale about the 

consequences of unmitigated passion. 

Romeo, a seducer by reputation, has led 

Juliet astray. And, in his most salient 

observation, Pearce notes that the bitter 

failure of the Capulet and Montague parents 

serves as a moral counterpoint to the 

treacherous passions of youth. It is as 

though Shakespeare is illustrating 

that the young will go tragically 

astray if not restrained by the 

wisdom, virtue and example of their 

elders. 

Now, that is a superb way for teachers to 

take students through the play. And it gives 

more emphasis to the Prince’s admonition: 

“All are punish’d!” 

And it’s true today when respect for the 

Sacrament of Marriage founders. 

 

Brad Miner 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/31/all-are-punishd-the-history-and-import-of-romeo-

and-juliet/  

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2010/02/17/arthurus-stratfordus/
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/pearce-rome-juliet-nutshell
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/pearce-rome-juliet-nutshell
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/31/all-are-punishd-the-history-and-import-of-romeo-and-juliet/
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/31/all-are-punishd-the-history-and-import-of-romeo-and-juliet/
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How To Avoid Losing Your Kids to Electronic Devices 

 

Experts told a UN panel that kids who are always connected to their devices need to connect 

with their parents and family members instead. 

 

Deborah MacNamara's 14-year-old niece 

was beside herself. She was totally lost. 

What was the problem? She had her cell 

phone with her, but she was stuck in a place 

with no signal. For four days. 

MacNamara, author of Rest, Play, Grow and 

a psychologist in Vancouver, Canada, told 

the story of her niece during a UN forum on 

parenting, part of celebrations of Global 

Parents Day. The mother of two, on a panel 

with Archbishop Bernardito Auza, the 

Vatican's representative at the UN, and 

others, spoke about rearing children in a 

digital age. 

She said that her niece had become "very 

peer-attached, and her phone became the 

tool with which she held on to her people. 

She no longer held on to us as her aunties 

and uncles and grandparents." 

According to MacNamara and others at the 

symposium, this should sound very familiar 

to many readers. 

Lost without a mobile connection 

The family decided to take the niece on a 

camping trip, but unknown to her, there was 

no mobile coverage at the campground. She 

was bored having to spend time with her 

relatives, with no electronic way out. 

"By the third day, I stumbled upon her 

having a conversation with my sister," 

MacNamara said. "She was actually crying 

in despair. My sister said to me, ‘It’s good 

that you came. My daughter has been telling 

me about how she feels so lost and upset and 

depressed of late. It’s tough being a teenager 

today. And I said, ‘Yes, I remember that 

well.’" 

MacNamara sat down next to her niece and 

put her arm around her. 

"Do you know the number one rule when 

you’re lost and confused?" she asked the 

girl. "Are your friends lost and 

confused?... Who is not lost and confused 

about who you are?" 

"And she looked at me, as if she saw me 

again for the first time, and she said, 

‘You.’ And I said, ‘And who else isn’t lost 

and confused about you?’ And she looked 

around and she saw her mother, again for the 

first time." 

Relationships supreme 

The story drove home MacNamara's point 

that in an age when parents seem to be 

losing their kids' attention to their 

electronic devices, relationships are 

supreme. 

MacNamara was first tipped off to a 

potential problem about new technologies 

several years ago when she was putting her 

eight-year-old daughter to bed. She had 

given her an iPad a couple of weeks earlier 

and could tell that it was "love at first sight" 

on the  girl's part. 

"When I was putting her to bed one night 

she said to me, ‘Oh Mommy, your hugs are 

better than technology time.’ And I thought, 

'Wow, it’s great that I’m ahead, but how is it 

that my seven- or eight-year relationship 

with my daughter had become comparable 

to an iPad she had known for two weeks?'" 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/618072011/?tag=aleteia-20
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/watch/the-importance-of-fatherhood-and-motherhood-for-integral-development/4926535575001
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For sure, MacNamara is not the only one to 

notice that young people seem to be 

inordinately attached to their 

"devices." Her talk was complemented by 

another one at the symposium, delivered by 

Dr. Meg Meeker, a pediatrician and author, 

who reported that on average, children 

spend eight hours a day on some type of 

screen — and just 34 minutes with 

parents. 

"What keeps kids away from all the bad 

stuff, the sex, the drugs and alcohol?" 

Meeker said. "Researchers have found that it 

isn’t peers or school programs or getting 

them involved in more after-school 

activities. It’s something called parent 

connectedness." 

What to do 

MacNamara said that the Center for the 

Digital Future at the University of Southern 

California has found that with the onset of 

the "digital revolution" family time has 

decreased by over a third. Gordon Neufeld, 

founder of the Neufeld Institute, where 

MacNamara is a faculty member, has 

conducted research finding that children are 

"becoming more peer-attached than ever, 

and using their tools of technology to hold 

on to each other," she said. 

"We need to put devices in their hands when 

they are ready and mature, when they have 

the impulse  control, the identities that are 

fully formed, to handle all that will come 

with their devices," she said. 

MacNamara offered five strategies that 

parents can adopt that will help them 

maintain healthy relationships with their 

kids as society continues to figure out the 

best way to use — and not be used by — 

technology: 

• We need to believe we are what our 

children need. We are our children’s 

best bet. 

• Invite dependency. What is it that 

we can do that’s irreplaceable? How 

do we create personalized 

relationships? 

• Create rituals and rules to 

safeguard healthy attachment, to 

preserve our attachments with our 

children. 

• Make it easy for them to attach 

fully and deeply to us. Get in their 

face in a friendly way, say hello, 

collect their eyes, so they can see 

there’s warmth and light and 

enjoyment behind ours, and a desire 

to connect with them. 

• Take the lead in using technology 

appropriately. Show our kids what 

the new norms and new rules must 

be around our devices. 

 

John Burger 

https://aleteia.org/2016/06/10/psychologist-suggests-ways-to-avoid-losing-your-kids-to-their-

electronic-devices  

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0345499395/?tag=aleteia-20
https://aleteia.org/2016/06/10/psychologist-suggests-ways-to-avoid-losing-your-kids-to-their-electronic-devices
https://aleteia.org/2016/06/10/psychologist-suggests-ways-to-avoid-losing-your-kids-to-their-electronic-devices
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Helping Teen Boys Have a Better Vision of Sexuality 

 

It’s clear that today’s teens are navigating a minefield of harmful ideas about relationships, 

intimacy, and respect. 

 

Raising teenage boys in today’s world is no 

small task. Everywhere they turn — on their 

phones, social media, or even in casual 

conversations — they’re bombarded with 

hypersexualized content and messages that 

trivialize sexuality. Pornography, once 

difficult to access, is at hand, and its 

influence distorts not only how young men 

view others but also how they see 

themselves. Add to this the normalization of 

crude jokes and disrespectful humor, and it’s 

clear that today’s teens are navigating a 

minefield of harmful ideas about 

relationships, intimacy, and respect. 

For parents, the challenge is to provide an 

alternative vision—one that teaches their 

sons that sex is not a commodity, and that 

equips them to choose dignity over 

distraction in a culture flooded with noise. 

At the heart of this challenge is the need 

to point young men toward something 

greater than themselves. Teenagers are 

wired to ask big questions, even if they 

don’t say them out loud: Who am I? What 

matters? How do I live well? 

Sexuality, in all its beauty and complexity, 

becomes an opportunity to explore these 

deeper truths. The goal isn’t just to avoid 

bad behavior but to inspire boys to see life—

and themselves—with meaning and purpose. 

Embrace the awkward 

The first step in guiding your son is simple 

but essential: don’t shy away from the 

awkwardness. Talking about sexuality is 

uncomfortable for both parents and teens, 

but that discomfort can become a bridge to 

honest conversations. Acknowledging it 

upfront — “I know this feels weird, but it’s 

important” — signals that you’re willing to 

wade into uncomfortable waters because 

you care about him. 

Respect as the foundation 

One of the greatest gifts you can give your 

son is a new lens for how he sees others. 

The world often reduces people to objects 

for entertainment or consumption. Respect, 

by contrast, calls him to see the person in 

front of him as someone with a mind, heart, 

and soul. Simple messages like, “Be the guy 

who values more than looks” can plant 

seeds for deeper respect. Respect isn’t just a 

behavior — it’s a worldview. 

Freedom over slavery 

Teen boys live in a culture saturated with 

shallow, sexualized content. The temptation 

to treat this as normal is everywhere, from 

explicit jokes to pornography. But this is 

where you can introduce a radical idea: 

freedom. True freedom isn’t about 

indulging every impulse; it’s about choosing 

what’s good and meaningful. 

The Catechism teaches that chastity 

“ensures the unity of the person” (CCC 

2338), reminding us that self-control isn’t 

about repression but integration — living 

as a whole person in alignment with one’s 

dignity. Help your son see that things like 

pornography don’t just cheapen others; 

they cheapen him. “You’re better than 

that,” you might tell him. “You’re capable of 

so much more than settling for junk.” 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/03/cultivating-silence-in-a-noisy-online-world
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM
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Virtue in action 

Modeling virtue doesn’t mean perfection — 

it means striving to live with integrity and 

treating others with dignity. Your son will 

learn more from what you do than what you 

say, whether it’s how you talk about men 

and women, the jokes you avoid, or the way 

you treat your own spouse. At the same 

time, let him see that virtue isn’t an 

unattainable ideal. It’s a journey of small, 

everyday choices. 

Give him an outlet 

Teen boys are bursting with energy and 

emotion. Give them something meaningful 

to channel that energy into — sports, music, 

building something with their hands. 

Activities like boxing or team sports can 

teach self-discipline, camaraderie, and 

respect. These lessons carry over into how 

they treat others, especially in relationships. 

Keep the door open 

Above all, your son needs to know you’re 

a safe place. Judgment and harshness will 

shut down communication, but openness and 

humility will keep it alive. Remind him, 

“You can always come to me. Even if it’s 

weird or messy, I’d rather join you than have 

you face it alone.” 

Pointing to something greater 

Ultimately, the most important thing you can 

do is help your son look beyond himself. 

The world pushes him toward shallow 

distractions, but he is capable of so much 

more — respect, love, purpose, and 

freedom. When he learns to see sexuality not 

as a trivial thing but as a gift woven into the 

fabric of his own being, he’ll begin to 

understand its true beauty. 

Parenting isn’t about perfection, but 

about walking alongside your son, pointing 

him toward a meaningful life. In doing so, 

you give him the tools to not just navigate 

the noise of the world but to rise above it, 

guided by a vision of something greater. 

 

Daniel Esparza 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/30/helping-teen-boys-have-a-better-vision-of-sexuality  
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Why Educators Need to Cling to Their Hope in God 

 

Being a teacher can be a depressing profession, as everything you ever do appears to hit a brick 

wall. 

 

It's not easy being a teacher in today's world, 

especially as young children are living a 

distracted life, always wanting to be 

entertained. 

It can be tempting as a teacher to throw up 

your hands in frustration and to quit. 

In truth, the only way to be an effective 

educator is to foster the virtue of hope. 

Hope 

Pope Benedict XVI expressed his concerns 

at the state of education in a letter he wrote 

to the Diocese of Rome in 2008: 

Educating...has never been an easy 

task and today seems to be becoming 

ever more difficult. Parents, teachers, 

priests and everyone who has direct 

educational responsibilities are well 

aware of this. Hence, there is talk of 

a great "educational emergency", 

confirmed by the failures we 

encounter all too often in our efforts 

to form sound people who can 

cooperate with others and give their 

own lives meaning. 

The good news that Pope Benedict XVI 

shared was that whatever difficulties we 

endure, they are not insurmountable: 

Do not be afraid! In fact, none of 

these difficulties is insurmountable. 

They are, as it were, the other side of  

 

 

the coin of that great and precious 

gift which is our freedom, with the 

responsibility that rightly goes with 

it.  

Above all, Pope Benedict XVI urged 

educators to foster the virtue of hope in their 

lives: 

[T]he soul of education, as of the 

whole of life, can only be a 

dependable hope. Today, our hope 

is threatened on many sides and we 

even risk becoming, like the ancient 

pagans, people "having no hope and 

without God in the world", as the 

Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians 

of Ephesus (Eph 2: 12). What may 

be the deepest difficulty for a true 

educational endeavour consists 

precisely in this: the fact that at the 

root of the crisis of education lies a 

crisis of trust in life. 

He then ends his letter reminding all 

educators to remain steadfast and to trust in 

God: 

I cannot finish this Letter, therefore, 

without a warm invitation to place 

our hope in God. He alone is the 

hope that withstands every 

disappointment; his love alone 

cannot be destroyed by death; his 

justice and mercy alone can heal 

injustices and recompense the 

suffering experienced. 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20080121_educazione.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/letters/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20080121_educazione.html
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Hope can help us brave any storm, knowing 

that we are not in control and that the seeds 

we planted will bear fruit in due time. 

 

Phillip Kosloski 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/30/why-educators-need-to-cling-to-their-hope-in-god  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/30/why-educators-need-to-cling-to-their-hope-in-god


155 
 

“Helping Young People Accept Their Bodies and Their Vocation as Women 

and Men Is the True Path of Freedom and Happiness,” says Bishop Barron 

 

Bishop Barron offered a statement in response to the Executive Order signed by President 

Trump. 

 

WASHINGTON – “Helping young people 

accept their bodies and their vocation as 

women and men is the true path of freedom 

and happiness,” said Bishop Robert Barron, 

chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops’ Committee on Laity, Marriage, 

Family Life, and Youth. Bishop Barron 

offered the following statement in response 

to the Executive Order signed by President 

Trump, “Protecting Children from Chemical 

and Surgical Mutilation”: 

“I welcome the President’s Executive 

Order prohibiting the promotion and 

federal funding of procedures that, 

based on a false understanding of 

human nature, attempt to change a 

child’s sex. So many young people 

who have been victims of this 

ideological crusade have profound 

regrets over its life altering 

consequences, such as infertility and 

lifelong dependence on costly 

hormone therapies that have 

significant side effects. It is 

unacceptable that our children are 

encouraged to undergo destructive 

medical interventions instead of 

receiving access to authentic and 

bodily-unitive care. 

“I also applaud the Executive 

Order’s aim to identify and develop 

research-based therapies to aid 

young people struggling with gender 

dysphoria. These individuals are 

loved by God and possess the same 

inherent dignity that all persons do. 

They deserve care that heals rather 

than harms. 

“As Pope Francis affirms (Dignitas 

Infinita, 60), we are all called to 

accept the gift of our bodies created 

in God’s image and likeness as male 

and female. Sexual difference is 

profoundly beautiful and the basis 

for the union of spouses whose love 

can bear fruit in the inestimable gift 

of a human life. 

“Helping young people accept their 

bodies and their vocation as women 

and men is the true path of freedom 

and happiness.” 

 

Office of Public Affairs 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/helping-young-people-accept-their-bodies-and-their-vocation-

women-and-men-true-path  

 

 

 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/helping-young-people-accept-their-bodies-and-their-vocation-women-and-men-true-path
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/helping-young-people-accept-their-bodies-and-their-vocation-women-and-men-true-path
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Small Is Beautiful, Suggests Diocesan Vocations Study 

 

Of nearly 150 U.S. Latin Catholic dioceses, 

only sixteen of them have ordained enough 

priests in recent years to maintain their 

current levels of clergy, according to a new 

study. 

In the years between 2013 and 2023, not a 

single diocese serving more than 750,000 

Catholics had enough ordinations to 

maintain its current level of priests, 

suggesting that when it comes to diocesan 

vocations to the priesthood, small is 

beautiful — and often fruitful 

In fact, data indicates that bigger dioceses — 

where priests serve larger flocks — are 

struggling to produce vocations at a 

replacement rate, while smaller dioceses — 

with priests serving fewer Catholics — are 

flourishing with priestly vocations. 

That information could be significant, as 

ecclesiastical leaders consider the prospect 

of merging small dioceses in the United 

States. 

A 2025 report on “The State of Priestly 

Vocations in the United States,” published 

by the Vocation Ministry organization, listed 

16 small and medium-sized dioceses which 

defied a downward vocation trend in the 

U.S. over the past decade. 

In a table where a score of 100% meant that 

a diocese ordained enough priests to 

maintain clergy levels, the report presented 

the 16 dioceses producing priests above 

what they required for replacement rate, 

indicating growth over the decade: 

• Wichita, Kansas: 255% 

• Nashville, Tennessee: 170% 

• Springfield, Illinois: 160% 

• Kansas City-St. Joseph: 150% 

• Little Rock, Arkansas: 143% 

• Lincoln, Nebraska: 140% 

• Paterson, New Jersey: 128% 

• Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana: 

123% 

• Covington, Kentucky: 120% 

• Sioux Falls, South Dakota: 115% 

• Bismarck, North Dakota: 110% 

• Duluth, Minnesota: 110% 

• Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: 110% 

• Grand Rapids, Michigan: 105% 

• Madison, Wisconsin: 103% 

• Arlington, Virginia: 102% 

At the other end of the scale were 

several larger dioceses, where ordinations 

fell well below replacement level over the 

same 10 year period: 

• New York, New York: 23% 

• Phoenix, Arizona: 23% 

• San Diego, California: 24% 

• Brownsville, Texas: 24% 

• Sacramento, California: 24% 

• San Antonio, Texas: 31% 

• Rockville Centre, New York: 33% 

• Los Angeles, California: 33% 

• Fresno, California: 35% 

• San Bernardino, California: 36% 

Yet the lowest percentages of ordinations 

against replacement rate were found among 

dioceses with fewer than 100,000 Catholics, 

https://www.vocationministry.com/state-of-priestly-vocations-report/
https://www.vocationministry.com/state-of-priestly-vocations-report/
https://www.vocationministry.com/about/
https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-1-10-Year-Averages.pdf
https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-4-10-Year-Averages.pdf
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underlining that size is not the only factor 

determining diocesan priestly vocations. 

The Diocese of Beaumont, Texas, recorded a 

score of 15%, followed by the Diocese of 

Amarillo, Texas, and the Diocese of 

Fairbanks, Alaska, at 20%. 

Among dioceses with between 100,000 and 

300,000 Catholics, the Diocese of Lubbock, 

Texas, was at 25% followed by the Diocese 

of Portland, Maine, at 27%. 

Among dioceses with 300,000 to 750,000 

Catholics, the Archdiocese of Las Vegas, 

Nevada, scored 20%, followed by the 

Diocese of Scranton, Pennsylvania, at 28%. 

The report also presented figures for the 

number of seminarians in each diocese 

between 2014 and 2023, using them to 

create a similar percentage scale, where a 

score of 100% meant that a diocese had 

enough seminarians to maintain its priestly 

population through ordinations over the 

decade. 

The Diocese of Wichita, led by Bishop Carl 

A. Kemme since 2014, also recorded the 

highest percentage on this scale. 

The diocese, which serves around 110,000 

Catholics, had 195% of seminarians needed 

for replacement rate ordinations, ahead of 

the dioceses of Nashville, 111%; Lincoln, 

107%; Kansas City-St. Joseph, Missouri, 

106%; and Grand Rapids, Michigan, 104%. 

Catholic media have previously described 

the Wichita diocese as experiencing 

a vocations boom. 

Among dioceses serving more than 750,000 

people, the Diocese of Dallas led with 69%, 

followed by the archdioceses of 

Philadelphia, 57%; Newark, 55%; and 

Atlanta, 52%. 

Dioceses with the lowest percentages 

included Great Falls-Billings, 9%; Gallup, 

12%; San Diego, 12%; Laredo, 14%;, San 

Jose, 14%; New York, 15%; Las Vegas, 

16%; and Stockton, 19%. 

The new report suggested a link between the 

average number of Catholics a diocesan 

priest serves and ordination percentages. 

“Ordination percentages decline when the 

diocesan average of the number of Catholics 

a priest serves exceeds 1,800,” the reported 

said. 

“Clearly, a more personal, community-

centered approach to priestly ministry is a 

key factor in fostering vocations.” 

The report also sought to measure how 

accessible priests are to potential priesthood 

candidates in a given diocese. 

“In dioceses where priests serve multiple 

parishes or large congregations, there is less 

time and energy for personal outreach or 

spiritual mentorship,” the report said. 

“Conversely, in dioceses where priests have 

fewer administrative burdens and smaller 

communities, they are better positioned to 

develop and foster these critical 

relationships.” 

On the whole, the study found that priests 

are considerably more accessible to potential 

vocations in dioceses with fewer than 

100,000 Catholics, and decidedly less 

accessible in dioceses with more than 

750,000 Catholics. 

“Priests serving smaller communities often 

have the unique opportunity to build close, 

personal relationships with parishioners, 

fostering a deeper sense of trust and 

connection,” the report said, while 

acknowledging that such clergy often travel 

long distances between parishes, draining 

time and energy. 

The new report highlighted other factors 

affecting priestly vocations, including 

https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-3-10-Year-Averages.pdf
https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-3-10-Year-Averages.pdf
https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-2-10-Year-Averages.pdf
https://www.vocationministry.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Tier-2-10-Year-Averages.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/38578/whats-the-secret-sauce-in-wichitas-vocations-boom
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/on-vocations-asking-is-key
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family background. It estimated that 

Catholic marriages in U.S. dioceses fell by 

around 25% over the past 10 years, with a 

possible impact on future vocations. 

The report also highlighted several factors it 

did not examine due to a lack of reliable 

data. These included Mass attendance, the 

retirement rate among priests, and priests 

leaving the ministry. 

Vocation Ministry, which 

was founded by Rhonda Gruenewald in 

Houston, Texas, in 2011, said that figures 

collected over the past 10 years confirmed 

insights in its 2023 report, which was based 

on 2021 data from the Official Catholic 

Directory. 

“While single-year data can give a snapshot 

of a recent trend, 10-year correlations 

provide a more reliable view of the 

significant factors influencing vocation 

development,” it noted. 

The 2023 report noted the overall downward 

trend in priestly vocations in U.S. dioceses, 

the advantages of a low parishioner to priest 

ratio, the positive impact of diocesan 

vocations directors, and the importance of 

targeted youth programs. 

The previous report estimated that around 

30% of seminarians leave before completing 

their formation. But the new report said that, 

based on new data, “the national average 

Discern-Out Rate may be higher than 

initially reported — possibly closer to 50%.” 

The 2025 report opted for “a more 

conservative estimate of 40%.” 

The report concluded that “addressing the 

realities of declining vocations and 

overburdened clergy will require innovative 

approaches and a renewed commitment to 

building environments where all vocations 

can flourish.” 

“The Catholic Church needs all the boats to 

rise—more holy priests, more holy sisters 

and brothers, and more holy marriages,” it 

said. 

 

The Pillar 

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/small-is-beautiful-suggests-diocesan?utm_source=publication-

search  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vocationministry.com/about/the-story-of-vocation-ministry/
https://www.vocationministry.com/about/about-our-founder/
https://www.officialcatholicdirectory.com/OCD/home
https://www.officialcatholicdirectory.com/OCD/home
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/small-is-beautiful-suggests-diocesan?utm_source=publication-search
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/small-is-beautiful-suggests-diocesan?utm_source=publication-search


159 
 

Trump Signs Orders to Expand School Choice, End ‘Radical Indoctrination’ 

 

President Donald Trump signed two 

executive orders on Wednesday directing 

federal agencies to expand educational 

freedom and opportunity for families and 

end “radical indoctrination” in K–12 

education. 

The executive order to expand school choice 

is designed “to support parents in choosing 

and directing the upbringing and education 

of their children” by using federal funding 

“to support K–12 educational choice 

initiatives.” 

“Parents want and deserve the best 

education for their children. But too many 

children do not thrive in their assigned, 

government-run K–12 school,” the 

executive order reads. “According to this 

year’s National Assessment of Educational 

Progress (NAEP), 70% of eighth graders 

were below proficient in reading, and 72% 

were below proficient in math. Moreover, 

geographically based school assignments 

exacerbate the cost of housing in districts 

with preferred schools, straining the finances 

of millions of American families sacrificing 

for their children’s futures.”  

The order indicates that “education 

freedom” will be a “priority in discretionary 

grant programs” and proposes enabling 

“low-income, working families,” military 

families, and children eligible for the Bureau 

of Indian Education (BIE) Schools to use 

federal funding to attend the private, faith-

based, or charter school of their choice. 

An additional executive order to end 

“radical indoctrination” is designed to 

ensure that schools that receive federal 

funding “comply with all applicable laws 

prohibiting discrimination in various 

contexts and protecting parental rights.”  

It primarily addresses the issues of gender 

ideology and “critical race theory” in 

schools. 

“In recent years … parents have witnessed 

schools indoctrinate their children in radical, 

anti-American ideologies while deliberately 

blocking parental oversight,” read the order. 

“Such an environment operates as an echo 

chamber, in which students are forced to 

accept these ideologies without question or 

critical examination.” 

The order prohibits “discriminatory equity 

ideology” in public schools, which is 

defined as “an ideology that treats 

individuals as members of preferred or 

disfavored groups, rather than as 

individuals, and minimizes agency, merit, 

and capability in favor of immoral 

generalizations.” 

The order also prohibits federal funding at 

public K–12 schools from supporting “social 

transition” of minors from one gender to 

another.  

“In many cases, innocent children are 

compelled to adopt identities as either 

victims or oppressors solely based on their 

skin color and other immutable 

characteristics. In other instances, young 

men and women are made to question 

whether they were born in the wrong body 

and whether to view their parents and their 

reality as enemies to be blamed,” the order 

continued. “These practices not only erode 

critical thinking but also sow division, 

confusion, and distrust, which undermine 

the very foundations of personal identity and 

family unity.”  

The order specifically aims to eliminate 

federal funding or support “for illegal and 

discriminatory treatment and indoctrination 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/
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in K–12 schools, including based on gender 

ideology and discriminatory equity 

ideology.”  

“Imprinting anti-American, subversive, 

harmful, and false ideologies on our nation’s 

children not only violates long-standing 

anti-discrimination civil rights law in many 

cases, but usurps basic parental authority,” 

the order reads.  

“For example, steering students toward 

surgical and chemical mutilation without 

parental consent or involvement or allowing 

males access to private spaces designated for 

females may contravene federal laws that 

protect parental rights,” the order reads.  

“Similarly, demanding acquiescence to 

‘white privilege’ or ‘unconscious bias’ 

actually promotes racial discrimination and 

undermines national unity,” the order 

continues.  

The order also aims “to instill a patriotic 

admiration for our incredible nation and the 

values for which we stand.” It promotes 

“patriotic education,” which it defines as “an 

accurate, honest, unifying, inspiring, and 

ennobling characterization of America’s 

founding and foundational principles.”  

For instance, the order reestablishes the 

“1776 Commission” in the U.S. Department 

of Education — made up of a maximum of 

20 unpaid members — to develop “patriotic 

education,” mainly by developing lectures to 

honor the 250th anniversary of American 

independence. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-

choice-end-radical-indoctrination  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Presidents-Advisory-1776-Commission-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-choice-end-radical-indoctrination
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261899/trump-signs-orders-to-expand-school-choice-end-radical-indoctrination
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The Surprisingly Catholic Origins of Groundhog Day 

 

Groundhog Day is celebrated each year in the United States on February 2, the same day as 

Candlemas. It is not a coincidence. 

 

In the United States, all eyes are on 

Punxsutawney Phil on Groundhog Day to 

see if he is able to predict the final weeks of 

winter. 

The tradition states that if a groundhog sees 

his shadow on February 2, there will be 6 

more weeks of cold weather. 

While this tradition doesn't appear to have 

any connection to the Catholic Church, the 

origins of this day are rooted in the Catholic 

celebration of Candlemas. 

Candlemas 

February 2 is the feast of the Presentation of 

Jesus in the Temple in the Catholic Church. 

St. Luke narrates how, while at the 

Temple,  the Holy Family encountered an 

old man named Simeon, and what he said 

next constitutes the basis for why the feast is 

called Candlemas. 

Now, Master, you may let your 

servant go 

in peace, according to your word, 

for my eyes have seen your 

salvation, 

which you prepared in sight of all the 

peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and glory for your people Israel. 

Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

Simeon declared that Jesus would be a 

"light," and the Church developed a custom 

of lighting and blessing candles on this day. 

Historically the priest blessed all the 

candles used during Mass for the entire 

year. The congregation also received candles 

and the words of Simeon were repeated in 

song.  

Eventually February 2 became a day when 

Christians in Europe would also look 

forward to the end of Winter. 

In the Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs, there 

is an English rhyme that became associated 

with Candlemas: 

If Candlemas day be fair and bright 

Winter will have another flight 

If on Candlemas day it be showre 

and rain 

Winter is gone and will not come 

again. 

(John Ray, 1678) 

In Germany this tradition evolved, and 

the The Punxsutawney Groundhog 

Club explains what happened next, "If, 

according to German lore, the hedgehog 

saw his shadow on Candlemas Day there 

would be a 'Second Winter' or 6 more weeks 

of bad weather." 

When the Pennsylvania Dutch (who were 

German immigrants) arrived in 

Pennsylvania, they could not find any 

hedgehogs, and so they replaced it with 

a groundhog. 

https://lccn.loc.gov/2015944346?loclr=blogflt
https://www.groundhog.org/groundhog-day/what-is-groundhog-day/
https://www.groundhog.org/groundhog-day/what-is-groundhog-day/
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Groundhog Day may not be a Catholic 

celebration, but Candlemas is, and is the 

reason for the local tradition. 

 

Philip Kosloski 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/29/the-surprisingly-catholic-origins-of-groundhog-day  
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SCOTUS To Review Case Over Explicit Sex-Ed Materials for Children 

 

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear an appeal in a potential blockbuster dispute from 

Maryland now named Mahmoud v. Taylor. 

 

On January 17, 2025, the Supreme Court 

agreed to hear an appeal in a potential 

blockbuster dispute from Maryland now 

named Mahmoud v. Taylor. 

Mahmoud may be the Court’s most 

significant case on parental rights to direct 

the upbringing of their children since 

1925’s Pierce v. Society of Sisters of the 

Holy Name of Jesus and Mary. 

In Pierce, while upholding the rights of non-

public schools to operate, the Justices 

reasoned that “[t]he child is not the mere 

creature of the state; those who nurture him 

and direct his destiny have the right, coupled 

with the high duty, to recognize and prepare 

him for additional obligations.” 

Mahmoud is part of the ongoing battle that 

I have chronicled in Catholic World 

Report as courts continue to 

ignore Pierce’s protecting parental 

rights to direct the upbringing of their 

children. 

In Mahmoud, an interfaith coalition of 

Muslim, Christian, and Jewish parents 

unsuccessfully challenged educators’ refusal 

to allow them to opt their pre-school and 

elementary school-aged children out of 

instruction using storybooks discussing “gay 

pride” parades, gender transitions, and 

pronoun preferences. At issue before the 

Supreme Court in Mahmoud is “[w]hether 

public schools burden parents’ religious 

exercise when they compel elementary 

school children to participate in instruction 

on gender and sexuality against their 

parents’ religious convictions and without 

notice or opportunity to opt-out.” 

Mahmoud v. Taylor 

Controversy arose early in the 2022-23 

school year in Montgomery County, 

Maryland, when the board added over 22 

storybooks with LGBTQ+ themes to its 

English language arts curriculum promoting 

transgender ideology and encouraging 

gender transitioning. Among the materials 

the parents challenged is Pride Puppy!, 

the sole text expressly approved for use 

with three- and four-year-olds in pre-K and 

Head Start classes. The book depicts a 

family whose puppy gets lost at an 

LGBTQ+-pride parade while devoting a 

page to each letter of the alphabet in 

celebrating pride day. The related 

assignment has children locating words such 

as “[drag] queen” and “king,” “leather,” “lip 

ring,” and “intersex”. 

Other disputed books “include stories 

about a same-sex marriage, a “transgender” 

child’s rainbow-colored wig, and elementary 

school students replacing girl/boy bathroom 

markers with non-binary signs.” 

Educators initially told parents they would 

provide them with advanced notice and 

allow opt-outs from instruction using the 

book on family life and sexuality. A day 

later, however, they changed their minds and 

refused to do so. Consequently, as the 

dissent noted at the Fourth Circuit, the 

policy officials applied failed to meet the 

constitutional standard of being neutral and 

generally applicable because under it “other 

[unnamed] religious opt-out requests are 

still allowed; just not for those opposed to 

the content of the [disputed] texts. 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/011725zr_6537.pdf
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/%202024/05/31/courts-continue-to-undermine-the-basic-rights-of-parents-and-educators/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/20/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state-redux/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/20/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state-redux/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/05/29/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/268/510
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/%202024/06/27/proposed-ca-bill-would-severely-undermine-parental-rights-authority/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/09/08/vermont-covid-vaccination-case-raises-serious-question-about-parental-rights/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/268/510
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/%202024/05/31/courts-continue-to-undermine-the-basic-rights-of-parents-and-educators/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/%202024/05/31/courts-continue-to-undermine-the-basic-rights-of-parents-and-educators/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/20/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state-redux/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/05/29/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/05/29/the-child-is-not-the-mere-creature-of-the-state/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/09/15/interfaith-coalition-continues-fight-against-lgbtq-books-in-md-schools/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/mahmoud-v-taylor/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/mahmoud-v-taylor/
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/231890.P.pdf?lctg=19997310
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://becketnewsite.s3.amazonaws.com/20230824190313/2023-08-24-59-Opinion-and-Order.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/231890.P.pdf?lctg=19997310
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
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The federal trial court in Maryland and 

a divided Fourth Circuit, over a strong 

dissent, rejected the parental claims. The 

courts largely agreed, most notably, that 

officials did not violate the parents’ free 

exercise rights or undermine the values they 

sought to instill in their children by denying 

them the opportunity to opt their young out 

of the instruction they found 

objectionable. The Becket Fund for 

Religious Liberty represented the plaintiffs 

in their appeal to the Supreme Court which 

agreed to hear oral arguments during the 

spring of 2025. 

The actions of public school officials 

in Mahmoud and elsewhere unilaterally 

promoting such ideological instruction while 

ignoring parental concerns indicates that 

they are engaged in “social experiments on 

other people’s children.” 

The actions of officials in Mahmoud are 

especially troublesome because they are out 

of touch with reasonable and prevailing 

standards. For example, thirty-eight 

jurisdictions, including Maryland and the 

District of Columbia, require educators to 

offer parental opt-outs, six combine opt-outs 

and opt-ins, and four obligate parents to opt-

in affirmatively to allow their children to 

receive such sexuality instruction. Three 

jurisdictions are silent on opt-outs but do not 

ban such policies. 

The board’s reply brief 

in Mahmoud opposing the appeal to the 

Supreme Court highlights educators’ 

disregard for parents in arguing that their 

concern over exposing children to age-

inappropriate sexualized material “does not 

raise a pressing issue of national 

importance.” The board’s brief added that 

the plaintiffs are asking the “Court to 

intervene on the false pretense that parents 

have been denied a right to opt their children 

out of sex education,” claiming “that the 

storybooks are part of language-arts 

instruction, not sex education.” The brief 

ignored that the age-inappropriate content 

violated parental rights to direct the 

education of their children as officials 

promoted sex education under the pretense 

of language arts. 

In light of the actions of officials 

in Mahmoud in imposing such highly 

sexualized curricular materials on young 

children, combined with the Supreme 

Court’s record of protecting religious 

freedom, the Justices are likely to find in 

favor of the parents. The Justices illustrated 

their commitment to religious freedom 

broadly since 2016 in upholding the rights 

of institutions and believers not to be denied 

generally available aid whether in the form 

of grants to enhance playground 

protection in a pre-school childcare facility, 

to participate in an educational tax credit 

program, and to receive tuition 

assistance in districts lacking public 

secondary schools. 

The Court has also safeguarded individuals’ 

rights to religious freedom not to be 

compelled to provide professional services 

communicating messages inconsistent with 

their beliefs or to have to work on their 

Sabbaths. 

It is imperative that the Supreme Court 

continue to protect religious freedom by 

upholding the free exercise rights of parents 

to opt their young out of age-inappropriate 

instruction, inconsistent with the beliefs they 

wish to instill in their children. By entering a 

judgment in favor of the parents 

in Mahmoud, the Justices will fittingly 

restore the principle it enunciated in Pierce a 

century ago in acknowledging that parents, 

rather than educators in public schools, have 

“the high duty to…prepare [their children] 

for additional obligations.” 

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/maryland/mddce/8:2020cv03552/487743/60/
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca4/23-1890/23-1890-2024-05-15.pdf?ts=1715797823
https://www.becketlaw.org/about-us/
https://www.becketlaw.org/about-us/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/pdf/02-241P.ZX1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/pdf/02-241P.ZX1
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/religious-parents-to-supreme-court-restore-opt-outs-for-instruction-on-gender-and-sexuality/
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/religious-parents-to-supreme-court-restore-opt-outs-for-instruction-on-gender-and-sexuality/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-297/335502/20241218150621210_24-297%20-%20Mahmoud%20v.%20Taylor%20-%20Brief%20in%20Opposition.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-297/335502/20241218150621210_24-297%20-%20Mahmoud%20v.%20Taylor%20-%20Brief%20in%20Opposition.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-297/335502/20241218150621210_24-297%20-%20Mahmoud%20v.%20Taylor%20-%20Brief%20in%20Opposition.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-577_khlp.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-577_khlp.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-1195_g314.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-1195_g314.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-1088_dbfi.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-1088_dbfi.pdf
https://canopyforum.org/2022/08/16/carson-v-makin-and-the-blossoming-of-religious-freedom-in-education/
https://canopyforum.org/2022/08/16/carson-v-makin-and-the-blossoming-of-religious-freedom-in-education/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/21-476
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/21-476
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/22pdf/22-174_k536.pdf
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/07/05/another-victory-for-religious-freedom/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2023/07/05/another-victory-for-religious-freedom/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/268/510
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The Supreme Court is expected to hand 

down its judgment before the end of its 

current term early this summer. 

 

Charles J. Russo 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/29/scotus-to-review-case-over-explicit-sex-ed-

materials-for-children/  
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Reading St. Thomas: A Beginner’s Guide to The Articulus 

 

Most of the things that Thomas deals with whether by way of the question or other methods are 

quite complicated. But Thomas sees no point in making complicated matters more complicated. 

 

Reading St. Thomas for the first time can be 

a challenge. Besides his scholastic 

vocabulary, another stumbling block for you 

might be the literary form of his writing. 

Many of his texts are divided 

into quaestiones or “questions,” which are in 

turn divided into articuli or “articles.” This 

is how Thomas structures his Summa 

theologiae, for example. Although the 

comparison isn’t exact (and the reason why 

will become clear later), as a first 

approximation you might think of questions 

as functioning like chapters and of articles 

as functioning like the sections of a chapter. 

Each question focuses on a particular topic 

and each article discusses an issue connected 

to that topic. For instance, the tenth question 

of the first part of the Summa is on God and 

eternity and the second article of this 

question considers whether God is eternal. 

So far, so good. But once we get into an 

article, the different parts into which it is 

organized might cause some bewilderment. 

Why this arrangement? How do these 

different parts relate to each other? Let’s see 

if we can sort these things out. 

An article from St. Thomas’s Summa 

theologiae 

I will start with a word about citation 

conventions and abbreviations. It is common 

to use “q.” as the abbreviation for a single 

question and “qq.” for several questions. 

Similarly, it is common to use “a.” as the 

abbreviation for a single article and by “aa.” 

for several articles. 

I should also note another convention, one 

which is used in citations of the Summa 

theologiae. The Summa is divided into three 

parts. The second part is further divided into 

two parts: the first part of the second part 

and the second part of the second part. It is 

common to refer to these parts of 

the Summa by this set of Roman numerals: I, 

I-II, II-II, III. So, the first article of the first 

question of the first part of 

the Summa would be cited thus: Summa 

theologiae, I, q. 1, a. 1. 

To give us an example to work with in our 

look at the Thomistic article I am going to 

take one of the shorter articles from 

the Summa: I, q. 10, a. 2. This is the one on 

God’s eternity that I just mentioned. 

Reading St. Thomas for the first time can be 

a challenge. Besides his scholastic 

vocabulary, another stumbling block for you 

might be the literary form of his writing. 

Many of his texts are divided 

into quaestiones or “questions,” which are in 

turn divided into articuli or “articles.” This 

is how Thomas structures his Summa 

theologiae, for example. Although the 

comparison isn’t exact (and the reason why 

will become clear later), as a first 

approximation you might think of questions 

as functioning like chapters and of articles 

as functioning like the sections of a chapter. 

Each question focuses on a particular topic 

and each article discusses an issue connected 

to that topic. For instance, the tenth question 

of the first part of the Summa is on God and 

eternity and the second article of this 

question considers whether God is eternal. 

So far, so good. But once we get into an 

article, the different parts into which it is 
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organized might cause some bewilderment. 

Why this arrangement? How do these 

different parts relate to each other? Let’s see 

if we can sort these things out. 

An article from St. Thomas’s Summa 

theologiae 

I will start with a word about citation 

conventions and abbreviations. It is common 

to use “q.” as the abbreviation for a single 

question and “qq.” for several questions. 

Similarly, it is common to use “a.” as the 

abbreviation for a single article and by “aa.” 

for several articles. 

I should also note another convention, one 

which is used in citations of the Summa 

theologiae. The Summa is divided into three 

parts. The second part is further divided into 

two parts: the first part of the second part 

and the second part of the second part. It is 

common to refer to these parts of 

the Summa by this set of Roman numerals: I, 

I-II, II-II, III. So, the first article of the first 

question of the first part of 

the Summa would be cited thus: Summa 

theologiae, I, q. 1, a. 1. 

To give us an example to work with in our 

look at the Thomistic article I am going to 

take one of the shorter articles from 

the Summa: I, q. 10, a. 2. This is the one on 

God’s eternity that I just mentioned. 

Here it is: 

Article 2i 

Whether God is eternal 

Here are the arguments of the second 

article.ii It seems that God is not eternal. 

Objection 1. Nothing that is made 

can be said of God. But eternity is 

something that is made. Thus, 

Boethius says that “the now that 

flows makes time, the now that 

stands still makes eternity.” And 

Augustine says in the 

book Octoginta trium Quaest. that 

“God is the author of eternity.” 

Therefore, God is not eternal. 

Objection 2. Furthermore, what is 

before eternity and after eternity is 

not measured by eternity. But God is 

before eternity, as is said in the 

book de Causis. And Exodus, 15 tells 

us that God is after eternity: “The 

Lord will reign for eternity and 

beyond.” Therefore, to be eternal 

does not belong to God. 

Objection 3. Furthermore, eternity is 

a kind of measure. But to be 

measured does not belong to God. 

Therefore, it does not belong to him 

to be eternal. 

Objection 4. Furthermore, in eternity, 

there is no present, past, or future 

since it is simultaneously whole, as 

was said [in the previous article]. But 

in Scripture words denoting present, 

past, and future time are said of God. 

Therefore, God is not eternal. 

On the contrary there is what 

Athanasius says: “The Father is 

eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy 

Spirit is eternal.” 

I answer that the concept of eternity 

follows from immutability, as the 

concept of time follows from motion, 

as is clear from what was said [in the 

previous article]. Hence, because 

God is maximally immutable, being 

eternal maximally belongs to him. 

Nor is he eternal only, rather, he 

is his eternity, whereas nothing else 

is its duration since nothing else is its 

being. But God is wholly his being; 

hence, as he is his essence, so he is 

his eternity. 
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Reply to Objection 1. The now that 

stands still is said to make eternity 

according to our apprehension. As 

the apprehension of time is caused in 

us by the fact that we apprehend the 

flow of the now, so the apprehension 

of eternity is caused in us by our 

apprehending the now that stands 

still. When Augustine says that “God 

is the author of eternity” this is to be 

understood of participated eternity. 

For God communicates his eternity 

to some just as he communicates his 

immutability. 

Reply to Objection 2. From this the 

answer to the second objection is 

clear. For God is said to be before 

eternity, according as it is 

participated by immaterial 

substances. Hence, it is also said in 

the de Causis that “intelligence is 

equal to eternity.” Moreover, when it 

is said in Exodus that “the Lord will 

reign for eternity and beyond,” 

“eternity” means an “age,” as 

another translation has it. Thus, it is 

said that [the Lord] will reign beyond 

eternity, because he endures beyond 

every age, that is, beyond every kind 

of duration. An age is nothing more 

than the period of each thing, as is 

said in the first book of de Coelo. 

Reigning beyond eternity can also be 

taken to mean that if any other thing 

were supposed to exist forever (like 

the movement of the heavens, 

according to some philosophers), 

then God would still reign beyond it 

insofar as his reign is simultaneously 

whole. 

Reply to Objection 3. Eternity is 

nothing other than but God himself. 

Hence, God is not called eternal as if 

he were in any way measured; but 

the concept of measurement is there 

understood only according to our 

apprehension. 

Reply to Objection 4. Words 

denoting different times are applied 

to God insofar as his eternity 

includes all times, not as if he 

himself were altered through present, 

past, and future. 

Title 

Like the other articles in the Summa, this 

article has a title that states its topic: 

“Whether God is eternal.” The Latin 

is: Utrum Deus sit aeternus. The Latin 

word utrum is the common first word in the 

title of Thomas’s articles in the Summa. It 

can be translated as “whether.” As Giordano 

Ghini explains, the “whether” is meant to 

signal a question to which the answer is yes 

or no.iii So, we might rephrase the title of q. 

10, a. 2 thus: “Is God eternal?” 

Objections 

In this part of the article Thomas states a set 

of arguments whose conclusions are usually 

opposed to the conclusion he will come to. 

Sometimes these arguments are attributed to 

a particular author or text and sometimes no 

author or text is given. Thomas is not stating 

his own views in the objections. In the Latin 

text the objections are often introduced by 

the phrase Videtur quod, that is, “It seems 

that.” In q. 10, a. 2 the objections are 

introduced with this line: “It seems that God 

is not eternal.” 

On the contrary 

Next, Thomas states an answer to the 

question under discussion that opposes the 

conclusions of the objections and is usually 

in agreement with his own conclusion. In the 

Latin text this part is introduced with the 

phrase Sed contra, which is a phrase that is 

now regularly used by English-speakers and 

means “On the contrary.” In our example the 
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text of the Sed contra is taken from St. 

Athanasius, who in his creed affirms the 

eternity of all the persons of the Trinity. 

I answer that 

It is only in this third part of the article that 

we first have Thomas speaking for himself. 

In Latin, this section begins with the 

words Respondeo dicendum quod, which 

English translators typically render as “I 

answer that” but which could also be 

rendered as “I answer that it must be said 

that.” This part of the article is also called 

the corpus articuli or the “body of the 

article.” Here Thomas offers his answer to 

the question under discussion, giving his 

reasons for the conclusion that he comes to. 

Looking at our example, we can see that, 

against the objections, Thomas insists that 

God is eternal. He connects this with God’s 

immutability or changelessness. Thomas 

regards time as the measure of change. If 

God does not change (and Thomas has 

already argued in q. 9, a. 1 that he does not), 

then he is not subject to time and is, 

therefore, eternal. 

Replies to objections 

Here Thomas replies directly to the 

objections from the beginning of the article. 

These replies begin with the Latin word ad, 

which means “to,” and this is followed by 

the number of the objection: Ad primum = 

“To the first”; Ad secundum = “To the 

second”; etc. In this part Thomas is again 

presenting his own views. It is important to 

note that Thomas does not always oppose 

the objections. There are some articles in 

which he grants one or more of 

them.iv When it comes to objections whose 

conclusions he rejects, Thomas will address 

their premises in his reply. He often does not 

bother showing again why their conclusion 

itself must be false since that is already dealt 

with by him in the Respondeo. Take his 

reply to the third objection in our example. 

He does not address its false conclusion 

(according to which God is not eternal) but 

explains the problem with the premise that 

states that eternity is a measure. As F.A. 

Blanche points out, Thomas often observes 

that the problem with a premise has to do 

with a distinction that the objection fails to 

make.v We see this in his reply to the third 

objection, too. The objection does not 

distinguish between different ways of 

understanding eternity, namely, as a kind of 

measure and as lacking measure. 

A little historical background 

The format that Thomas adopts in his 

articles is one that was common in medieval 

academic writing. It was called 

the quaestio or “question.” This may 

provoke confusion given my earlier 

distinction between questions and articles. A 

question, in the technical sense it came to 

have in the Middle Ages, is a structured way 

of inquiring about reality. An article exhibits 

this structure. An article, then, is just a 

particular instance of employing the 

question-method of inquiry. A question as a 

literary unit in a work like 

the Summa would, on this understanding, be 

a grouping of these instances of the 

employment of the question-method that are 

thematically connected. 

Some historians see medieval academic 

commentary on the Bible as the origin of 

the quaestio as Thomas knew it. Difficulties 

in exegesis caused commentators to raise 

and try to answer questions about the text. 

Later, questions were pursued independently 

of biblical exegesis. Here is how Jean-Pierre 

Torrell sums up the development of 

the quaestio: 

Its origins can be found in the middle 

of the twelfth century with authors 

such as Robert of Melun and Odo of 

Soissons. Initially, the Question 

simply took the form of a slightly 
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fuller development within the 

context of the commentary on the 

Bible with respect to a given 

difficulty: “Here a question can be 

raised” (Hic oritur quaestio). Toward 

the end of the century, with Simon of 

Tournai, the Question became a 

scholarly exercise in itself and took 

the place of a Master’s lecture. At the 

very beginning of the thirteenth 

century, we have the Questions of 

Stephen Langton. But the definitive 

appearance of this genre in the 

university did not occur until 

between 1215 and 1231. The 

Question quickly took the form of a 

regular exercise.vi 

From Torrell’s account you can see that 

the quaestio was not only a literary form. It 

was also an activity carried out in the 

classroom and in other more public settings. 

The way of the quaestio 

Some people may believe that 

the quaestio tends to simplify in an 

unwarranted way matters that are truly quite 

complicated. Do we really think that we can 

deal with God’s eternity in the very neat way 

that Thomas does in q. 10, a. 2? Catherine 

Pickstock thinks that people who raise this 

objection are deceived by appearances. 

Only superficially is he clear, but on 

analysis one discovers that he does 

not offer us a decently confined 

“Anglo-Saxon” lucidity, but rather 

the intense light of Naples and Paris 

which is ultimately invisible in its 

very radiance – rendering the wisest 

of us, for Aquinas after Aristotle, like 

owls blinking in the noonday. Of 

course it is true that Aquinas does 

indeed refute shaky positions with 

supreme economy, simplicity and 

clarity of argumentation, but 

the arcanum of his teaching lies not 

here. It resides rather in the positions 

he does affirm, often briefly and like 

a residue, akin to Sherlock Holmes’s 

last remaining solution, which must 

be accepted in all its implausibility, 

when other solutions have been 

shown to be simply impossible.vii 

I think Pickstock has an important point to 

make but I would put it differently. Most of 

the things that Thomas deals with whether 

by way of the question or other methods are, 

indeed, quite complicated. But Thomas sees 

no point in making complicated 

matters more complicated. So, he prefers to 

be straightforward rather than allusive and to 

proceed in his discussions in a clear and 

orderly way rather than in an obscure and 

random one. Thomas does not want to add 

to the darkness but to bring illumination 

instead. Let’s also remember that in a text 

like the Summa Thomas’s arguments in later 

articles usually assume arguments he has 

made in previous articles. Thus, the 

argument he makes about God’s eternity in 

q. 10, a. 2 is part of a long chain of 

reasoning that was initiated in q. 2. What 

you get in an individual article in that case is 

just the tip of the iceberg, so to speak. 

But people might also be put off by what 

they see as the artificiality and rigidity of the 

question. Our encounter with and thinking 

about reality, they might tell us, is not so 

formulaic but more lively and free. Such 

people might, in this respect, point to the 

superiority of the Platonic dialogue or the 

Cartesian meditation or the Marcellian 

journal. These forms bring us closer to 

“lived experience,” or so they might urge. 

Josef Pieper suggests that, in fact, the 

question is very near to the first of the 

above-named literary forms, the Platonic 

dialogue. 

At bottom the scholastic articulus is 

quite close to the Platonic dialogue. 
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And if we would think of the 

scholastic articulus brushed clean of 

the dust of the past, we would find it, 

I think, an exciting affair. Let us take 

a contemporary problem that 

concerns us and formulate it as a 

question. Then, in the most precise 

and concise language, the difficulties 

are presented – the real weighty 

counter arguments. Then comes the 

clear, ordered exposition of the 

answer. Finally, on the basis of this 

systematically developed answer, 

there follows an exact reply to the 

counter-arguments. And all this is 

compressed into one or two printed 

pages – that being the typical length 

of a scholastic articulus of the great 

period. “No writers have ever said 

more with a stricter economy of 

words,” says Gilson. It would be 

difficult to conceive of a livelier 

form – and any that makes greater 

intellectual demands on the writer!viii 

Yes, you could view the question as a 

formalized dialogue. We hear from one 

group of participants in the objections, from 

another in the Sed contra, and then in 

the corpus and the replies to the objections 

we hear from the main character. The 

difference is that the question cuts out all the 

fat, that is, whatever seems to be superfluous 

to the matter we are dealing with. We are not 

informed, as we are by Plato, about the 

anger welling up in Thrasymachus over 

Socrates’s account of justice or about the 

concern of Socrates’s friends as the hour 

draws near when he must drink the hemlock. 

The question does not bother with such 

things, but sticks single-mindedly to the task 

of determining the truth of the matter under 

discussion. 

These considerations may or may not help 

us to warm up to the scholastic quaestio. 

Whether they do or not, there is a further 

point to emphasize. In a question the 

author’s interest is not in giving us a history 

of his ideas. His interest is in offering a 

rational justification for affirming or 

denying some proposition (e.g., “God is 

eternal”). He regards the various personal 

circumstances that are connected to our 

discovery of some truth as irrelevant to this 

purpose. Suppose it was not until I read 

Thomas that I came to understand why it 

makes sense to attribute eternity to God. 

And suppose that I read what Thomas says 

about God’s eternity while on a train from 

Paris to Milan, downing three martinis in the 

process. If I want to show you that God must 

be eternal, none of these facts will supply 

the proof necessary to do that. They won’t 

even figure as a part of the proof. They are 

not the reasons that God is eternal. They are 

historical facts about me that, in themselves, 

have nothing to do with God’s eternity. They 

might add color to my intellectual 

autobiography, but if I am constructing 

a quaestio about God’s eternity, I will not 

include them. What I will focus on rather 

will be the nature of eternity and the nature 

of God and how the two are connected. 

Last words 

Of course, the quaestio is not the only 

literary form that Thomas uses to express 

himself but it is an important one. If you 

want to work your way profitably through 

the Summa, the commentary on Peter 

Lombard’s Sentences, the De veritate, or 

the De potentia, among other texts, then you 

need to understand it. I hope I have helped 

you to do that here. 

I mentioned at the start that Thomas’s 

vocabulary can be one of the problems for 

first-time readers. In a future installment of 

“St. Thomas for Today” I will offer you a 

glossary of some of Thomas’s key terms. 

There are a lot of books that contain such 

glossaries but many of them are geared 

towards people who know Thomas fairly 
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well or have a philosophical background. I 

will try to do something that is more 

accessible to beginners. 

 

Joseph G. Trabbic 
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Aquinas Ever New 

 

St. Thomas was no esoteric ivory tower intellectual writing for professional intellectuals, but a 

relevant, popular theologian whose thought is relevant to contemporary discussions over 

victimhood, critical theory, or postmodern relativism. 

 

There is no Bonaventurian school named 

after the Franciscan theologian St. 

Bonaventure, a Doctor of the Church known 

for both his theological and spiritual 

writings.  

Nor is there an Anselmian theological school 

to honor St. Anselm, another Doctor of the 

Church famous for his ontological argument 

for the existence of God. 

As far as I’m aware, only one medieval 

theologian enjoys the privilege of having an 

entire school of theological thought named 

after him, with graduate-level programs at 

numerous universities across the world 

devoted to the study of his thought. 

That honor goes to St. Thomas Aquinas. 

That’s not to dismiss the importance of other 

medieval theologians. If the Church has 

taken the trouble to declare someone a 

“Doctor of the Church,” it means that man 

or woman’s contribution to Catholic 

theology or doctrine is of paramount 

importance to the Church’s two-thousand-

year history. Yet it seems without question 

that despite the many admirable qualities of 

Bonaventure or Anselm, Aquinas’s influence 

looms largest. 

Two recently published books, A Brief Life 

of Thomas Aquinas: The Theologian in 

His Context, by Jean-Pierre Torrell and 

translated by Benedict M. Guevin, 

and Thinking Through Aquinas: Essays on 

God, Humanity, and Christ, by Frederick 

Christian Bauerschmidt illuminate why 

more than 750 years after his death, the 

Angelic Doctor remains of incomparable 

relevance to contemporary issues and 

debates. 

Torrell’s biography fills in some fascinating 

details about Thomas’s life. For example, 

over the course of a career that included 

periods in Italy, Germany and France, he 

traveled an estimated ten thousand 

kilometers, mostly on foot because it was 

forbidden for the brothers to use a horse. 

Thomas wasn’t just prolific in “getting his 

steps in”—his output was more productive 

than the most best-selling popular fiction 

writers today, averaging the equivalent of 

about 12 pages per day, which by way of 

comparison amounts to approximately 

twelve books of 350 pages each per year. 

Perhaps most miraculous about the quantity 

of such high quality writing is that he 

maintained this schedule for about twenty-

five years. 

Scholars estimate that the list of authors 

Thomas cites in his corpus—such as Greek 

or Latin ancients, pagans, Christians, Arabs, 

and Jews—totals 164 names, though that 

doesn’t include anonymous writers, heretics, 

names only occasionally cited, and the lives 

of the saints. “Driven by his presumption of 

good will with respect to philosophers, 

[Thomas] borrows from them everything 

that is not incompatible with the Catholic 

faith, even going so far, according to several 

scholars, as to borrow from Aristotle a 

theory of divine providence,” writes Torrell. 

And if the Church Fathers—which apart 

from Scripture are his most regularly cited 

sources—wrote anything erroneous (or, to 
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use Aquinas’s own language “with less 

prudence”), Thomas still sought to approach 

them with reverence and charity, 

“explain[ing] them respectfully.” As he 

elsewhere declared: “All that is true, said by 

whomsoever, comes from the Holy Spirit.” 

And though we know him best for 

his Summa Theologiae and Summa Contra 

Gentiles, Thomas’s writing was quite 

diverse. 

Titles accredited to him include: The Mixing 

of Elements, The Movement of the 

Heart, The Hidden Workings of Nature, The 

Judgment of Stars, Random Drawing, The 

Secret of Confession, and The Letter to the 

Countess of Flanders. Many of his works 

were written at the invitation of someone 

else, including Urban IV and Jean Verceil, 

then-Master of the Order of Preachers. He 

wrote his Summa Theologiae after observing 

that students were often hindered “by other 

authors, either on account of the 

multiplication of useless questions, articles, 

and arguments, or because those things that 

are needful for them to know are not taught 

according to the order of the subject 

matter…” Thomas was no esoteric ivory 

tower intellectual writing for professional 

intellectuals, but a relevant, popular 

theologian.  

Many scholars argue that Thomas’s 

commentary on John’s Gospel is his greatest 

theological work, particularly for its lessons 

on the mystery of the Incarnation found in 

the Prologue, as well as his discussion of the 

Holy Spirit. Seemingly to prove the point, 

Bauerschmidt devotes an entire chapter to 

the topic of the Church Militant in 

that Commentary on John. Though also 

highly regarded by scholars, Thomas’s 

commentaries on the Pauline epistles are in 

contrast limited by what Terrell describes as 

the Angelic Doctor’s failure to recognize 

that the Pauline corpus 

are occasional letters, meaning they were 

written not to present a systematic body of 

theological thought, but to address particular 

events or crises in the first-century Church. 

Bauerschmidt notes in his first essay that 

“Thomas rarely evinces anger or resorts to 

sarcasm or employs any rhetorical technique 

to defeat his enemies.” Nevertheless, 

Thomas could be quite the polemicist. In his 

conclusion to Against Those Who Lead 

Astray, he asserts: “If someone wishes to 

contradict this work, may he not go and 

babble in front of children; better that he 

write a book and publish it so that competent 

people can judge what is true and refute 

what is false based on the authority of the 

truth.” 

In his The Unity of the Intellect (De unitate 

intellectus contra Averroistas) he blasts: 

“Those who defend this position must 

confess that they understand absolutely 

nothing and that they are not even worthy to 

debate with those whom they attack.” Torrell 

opines: “I think we can agree that such 

polemics are not Thomas’s best moments.” 

Thomas reserved some of his harshest 

language for Averroist thinking—

particularly the ideas that all humans share 

the same intellect, and the consequent belief 

in determinism that eviscerates free will—

which had become popular among many of 

Aquinas’s colleagues. In response, he wrote: 

“It is in fact contrary to all that we see, and 

this would destroy all moral science and all 

that would come from life in the human 

community, which is nevertheless natural to 

humans, as Aristotle said.” It is harrowing to 

consider that were it not for Thomas, whose 

arguments against Averroism persuaded 

many contemporaries, it’s possible that the 

errant philosophy of a Muslim scholar might 

have become dominant in European 

medieval thought. 

Thomistic political theory seems particularly 

applicable today. In one famous passage, 

https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/products/thinking-through-aquinas
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Thomas argues: “However, when it comes to 

politics, it is better to obey secular power 

over spiritual power, according to what we 

read in Matthew 21:2: ‘Render to Caesar 

what is Caesar’s.’” Torrell argues that what 

is most noteworthy about this passage is that 

Thomas was the only one of his era to speak 

like this: 

Contrary to his contemporaries, Saint 

Bonaventure or even Saint Albert, 

still wed to the formula ecclesia = 

christianitas (Church and 

Christianity are the same thing) 

inherited from the High Middle 

Ages, with its permanent tension 

between hierocratism (the superiority 

of the religious) and caesaropapism 

(the hegemony of secular power) that 

ensued, Thomas clearly has a 

dualistic vision of the relationship 

between Church and civil society. 

On this point, Thomas would never alter his 

opinion, and would in a way presage 

modernity. 

That’s not to say that Thomas was a proto-

liberal. Bauerschmidt observes that Thomas 

would argue that a rightly ordered society 

would legally accept and promote the 

Gospel; obviously, things have changed a lot 

since the thirteenth century. Unlike the 

Christendom of Thomas’s day, liberal 

societies seek to avoid many questions of 

truth, both because, as the post-Reformation 

wars of religion suggested, such events 

seemed unresolvable, but also because they 

are so easily subject to manipulation by 

those in power. Yet, as Bauerschmidt rightly 

notes, the supposedly dispassionate 

neutrality of our secular, liberal order is also 

based on truth claims, even if those claims 

are often hidden under the guise of 

autonomy and legal proceduralism. 

Bauerschmidt also places Thomas in 

conversation with modernity over the nature 

of the human will, explaining the difference 

between persuasion and coercion. To coerce 

the will is to move the will violently, while 

persuasion is to persuade and draw the will 

to identify something as truly representing 

the good, given the Thomistic definition of 

the will as naturally inclined toward the 

good (though the intellect may misidentify 

that good). This is contrary to the 

understanding of the will posited by 

postmodern philosopher Michel Foucault, 

who blurs the distinction between coercion 

and persuasion, not seeing the will as having 

a natural inclination toward the good, but, in 

Bauerschmidts’s summary, “is rather a force 

that creates its own good.” Thus does 

Foucault — pace Aquinas who (ironically) 

had a much higher view of human nature — 

interpret the world not as composed of a 

variety of individuals and institutions to 

various degrees ordered to the good, but 

through structures of power cynically 

employed to dominate others. But as 

Thomas writes in the Summa, the natural 

inclination to virtue is not destroyed, but 

only diminished by sin. 

Finally, Bauerschmidt has Thomas engage 

with liberation theology, particularly the 

writing of the Jesuit Ignacio Ellacuría. The 

Thomistic conception of the atonement, 

argues Bauerschmidt, recognizes that the 

efficacy of the cross requires both Jesus’ 

“solidarity with and substitution for us.” In 

contrast, the atonement theory of Ellacuría’s 

liberation theology distances itself from any 

expiatory account of the cross, instead 

focusing exclusively on Jesus’ solidarity 

with the poor and oppressed. This seems to 

suggest that what is salvific is the act of 

violence itself upon a victimized people. 

And this, assesses Bauerschmidt, leads to an 

instrumentalization of suffering in order to 

“move history forward,” as if the paradigm 

of victimization is central, rather than Christ 

serving as victim to free us from our sins 

and restore creation. 
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Who would have thought Thomas Aquinas 

could be so relevant to contemporary 

discussions over victimhood, critical theory, 

or postmodern relativism? Perhaps the next 

time your employer’s Human Resources 

department hosts another seminar on 

diversity, equity, and inclusion, you should 

bring St. Thomas along. 

 

Casey Chalk 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/27/aquinas-ever-new/  
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Vatican Offices Release Note On AI 

 

The DDF joined with the Dicastery for Culture and Education to speak about the development of 

AI and what it means for the Church and humanity. 

 

"The Church encourages the advancement of 

science, technology, the arts, and other 

forms of human endeavor, viewing them as 

part of the 'collaboration of man and woman 

with God in perfecting the visible creation'" 

but stresses the importance of "the 

responsible use of reason and technical 

abilities in the stewardship of the created 

world." 

Thus says the note Antiqua et Nova on the 

relationship between artificial intelligence 

(AI) and human intelligence, published 

jointly on January 28, 2025, by the 

Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and 

the Dicastery for Culture and Education. 

This 35-page document - for the moment 

published only in Italian, Spanish and 

English - draws extensively on Pope Francis' 

numerous interventions already made on the 

subject. 

It offers a synthesis of the Catholic Church's 

thinking on this increasingly central theme 

in various areas of public life, from media 

and education to health, defense issues and 

international relations. 

Referring to the work of certain scientists 

who believe that AI could reach or surpass 

human intelligence, the note warns that the 

claim to replace God with a work of one's 

own hands is idolatry, echoing a traditional 

temptation against which biblical accounts 

warn humanity. 

[I]t is vital to remember that AI is but 

a pale reflection of humanity—it is 

crafted by human minds, trained on 

human-generated material, 

responsive to human input, and 

sustained through human labor. AI 

cannot possess many of the 

capabilities specific to human life, 

and it is also fallible. By turning to 

AI as a perceived “Other” greater 

than itself, with which to share 

existence and responsibilities, 

humanity risks creating a substitute 

for God. However, it is not AI that is 

ultimately deified and worshipped, 

but humanity itself—which, in this 

way, becomes enslaved to its own 

work 

A priority issue for the Holy See 

In recent years, the Holy See has taken an 

active part in the conversation on the 

possible ethical problems that could arise 

from the spectacular rise of AI. 

In 2020, the Pontifical Academy for Life 

launched the “Rome Appeal for Ethical 

Artificial Intelligence,” a pact signed by 

companies such as IBM, Microsoft, and 

Cisco. 

The Pope has personally intervened on 

several occasions to defend an approach to 

AI centered on human dignity, speaking in 

particular at the last G7 summit held in Italy 

in June 2024. 

This new document from the Holy See 

comes just days after US President Donald 

Trump announced the launch of “Stargate,” 

a $500 billion plan to support the 

development of AI in the United States. The 

project calls for the construction of data 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_ddf_doc_20250128_antiqua-et-nova_en.html
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centers to boost AI's technological and 

energy processing capabilities. 

It also comes as the stock market is in a 

flurry after China's new ventures into AI are 

showing their power and attractive price tag. 

 

I.Media 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/28/vatican-offices-release-note-on-ai  
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The Angelic Doctor Today 

 

I sometimes wonder whether Thomas 

Aquinas, whose feast is today, hasn’t been 

ill-served by being so universally praised – 

and therefore less really read. Please don’t 

misunderstand. He’s the GOAT (“Greatest of 

All Time,” in sports parlance) among 

Christian thinkers. And – except for a few 

names like Plato and Aristotle – among all 

human thinkers, period. But in the general 

decline of culture and its many current 

perversions, to have once been thought great 

in that way is now to become a prime target. 

When I was young and trying to find my 

way through the thickets of thought, I had a 

Catholic-schoolboy’s assumption that 

Aquinas was, at the very least, someone to 

be reckoned with. But then you might come 

across a passage like this in what many 

might think an authoritative source: 

He [Aquinas] does not, like the 

Platonic Socrates, set out to follow 

wherever the argument may lead. He 

is not engaged in an inquiry, the 

result of which it is impossible to 

know in advance. Before he begins 

to philosophize, he already knows 

the truth; it is declared in the 

Catholic faith. If he can find 

apparently rational arguments for 

some parts of the faith, so much the 

better; if he cannot, he need only fall 

back on revelation. The finding of 

arguments for a conclusion given in 

advance is not philosophy, but 

special pleading. I cannot, therefore, 

feel that he deserves to be put on a 

level with the best philosophers 

either of Greece or of modern times. 

That’s from Bertrand Russell’s History of 

Western Philosophy. I wonder if anyone 

reads it anymore, except for those 

ensorcelled by Russell’s narrow, mid-20th-

century skepticism cum libertinism. 

It’s clear that Russell didn’t read Aquinas; 

“he already knew the truth” about him and 

therefore made obvious assumptions. Many 

still do read Thomas – people not easily 

fooled, with names like Maritain, Gilson, 

Wojtyla, Lonergan, McInerny, MacIntyre, 

Feser, and many more. Because at the same 

time that he is creating a vast cathedral of 

thought and spirit, Aquinas establishes the 

gold standard for distinguishing between 

human reason (i.e., philosophy), and what 

by nature exceeds the scope of human 

reason (i.e., revelation). 

He sets out as a convinced Christian, to be 

sure, but uses his brains on matters that 

reason is fitted to address: 

It seems that the existence of 

God cannot be demonstrated. For it 

is an article of faith that God exists. 

But what is of faith cannot be 

demonstrated, because a 

demonstration produces scientific 

knowledge; whereas faith is of the 

unseen (Hebrews 11:1). Therefore it 

cannot be demonstrated that God 

exists. [ST Ia, ii, i.] 

Among the many interesting things about a 

passage like this in Aquinas is that it’s 

presented as a question (actually an 

“objection”), one of three similar objections 

to demonstrating that God – absolute Being 

– exists. And so a kind of intellectual 

dialogue begins: people have said this on 

one side,  and on the other side these other 

things. How can they be reconciled? 

Thomas thinks that the Absolute can be 

demonstrated by Reason – the famous Five 

Ways. To oversimplify and give them 
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names, he posits an Unmoved Mover, First 

Cause, Necessary Being, Greatest Good, and 

Final End. 

These notions he gathered from thinkers like 

the pagan Aristotle and many Christian 

sources, to be sure. But they are categories 

of reason, not faith or revelation, which he 

recognizes as something quite different. 

Readers over the centuries have disputed 

whether these “ways” are watertight proofs 

or not, but they are at least material that can 

be rationally examined. And there’s no 

denying that engaging those ideas has 

resulted in much remarkable Christian 

thought. 

Many Catholics and others believe that St. 

Thomas was the primary intellectual figure 

in Church teaching from the moment he 

appeared. He was always regarded as a great 

thinker, of course. But contrary to 

widespread impressions, Thomism had not 

been particularly prominent in Catholic 

philosophical training prior to Pope Leo 

XIII’s call for a revival of Thomistic thought 

with his 1879 encyclical Aeterni Patris. In 

the nineteenth century, Catholic 

philosophers often drew on Descartes, 

Christian Wolff, Immanuel Kant, et al., in 

somewhat disjointed and unsystematic 

fashion. 

Leo’s encyclical sought to bring back 

St. Thomas for two main reasons. 

First, he was the most “catholic” of thinkers 

in that he integrated so many different 

strands of thought and practice into a 

coherent whole – something much needed in 

modern times with the explosion of 

knowledge in various fields. In Aeterni 

Patris, Leo quotes Cardinal Cajetan (1469-

1534), that Thomas had received, ordered, 

and integrated previous Christian wisdom in 

such a way that he “seems to have inherited 

the intellect of all.” In the spirit of Thomas, 

Leo concluded that “we hold that every 

word of wisdom, every useful thing by 

whomsoever discovered or planned, ought to 

be received with a willing and grateful 

mind.” 

But Leo was not only interested in 

intellectual renewal. He had a second aim. 

As Russell Hittinger has pointed out, “In 

Leo’s own work – some 110 encyclicals and 

other teaching letters – Thomas is rarely 

discussed or referenced apart from the 

social-political problems.” Modern Catholic 

social doctrine owes a great deal to Leo’s 

revival of Thomism and his application of it 

in the first modern social encyclical Rerum 

Novarum (1891). 

There’s much in Thomas of great worldly 

importance for questions like just war, the 

death penalty, and good social order. But it 

would be a mistake to overlook the deep 

spiritual nature of Thomas’s work. (See 

Jean-Pierre Torrell’s Thomas Aquinas: 

Spiritual Master  or St. John Paull II’s 

doctoral thesis Faith According to St. John 

of the Cross, which uses Thomist categories 

to explain the Spanish mystic.) 

In Faith and Reason, St. John Paul II got the 

Angelic Doctor just right, “Saint Thomas is 

an authentic model for all who seek the 

truth. In his thinking, the demands of reason 

and the power of faith found the most 

elevated synthesis ever attained by human 

thought, for he could defend the radical 

newness introduced by Revelation without 

ever demeaning the venture proper to 

reason.” 

Words, these days, worth taking to heart. 

 

Robert Royal 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/28/the-angelic-doctor-today/  

https://amzn.to/40ONDwg
https://amzn.to/40ONDwg
https://amzn.to/40BQV4K
https://amzn.to/40BQV4K
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/28/the-angelic-doctor-today/
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Catholic Science Event to Address ‘Pastoral Problem’ Among Youth 

 

A group of Catholic scientists is hosting an 

event for Catholic high schoolers, parents, 

and teachers to showcase “the harmony 

between the Catholic faith and science.” 

The fourth annual St. Albert Initiative (SAI) 

will bring together 200-250 attendees as 

well as 13 scientists and three theologians to 

present talks at Bellarmine University on 

March 6 in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Stephen Barr, president of the Society of 

Catholic Scientists and emeritus professor 

of physics at the University of Delaware, 

said the event is designed to show young 

adults the connection between faith and 

science. 

“The St. Albert Initiatives were inspired by 

the belief that it is important to teach young 

Catholics that science and the Catholic faith 

are in harmony with each other and to give 

them an opportunity to meet, talk to, and 

hear talks by actual scientists who are 

believing Catholics,” Barr told CNA. 

“Additionally, we hope to inspire young 

Catholics who might be interested in careers 

in science and answer their questions.” 

The St. Albert Initiatives began in 2021 as a 

joint project between the Society of Catholic 

Scientists (SCS) and the Science and 

Religion Initiative (SRI) at the University 

of Notre Dame’s McGrath Institute for 

Church Life. The first initiative was held at 

CUA in 2021 and since then has been held 

throughout the United States. 

Co-hosted by the two groups, the initiative 

brings in many scientists who are members 

of SCS, while SRI is connected with high 

school programs on science and faith. The 

two work together to bring scientists and 

youth together. 

 

A pastoral problem 

“Young people have a lot of questions about 

science and faith and are exposed to a lot of 

claims that they are incompatible, which 

causes many to lose their faith,” Barr 

explained. “This has become in recent years 

a huge pastoral problem, which the bishops 

in the U.S. have become very concerned 

about.” 

The initiative is designed to address the 

issue by educating young people and giving 

them a forum to ask scientists their 

questions. 

“The first thing is that Catholics have no 

reason to be afraid or defensive about 

science,” Barr noted. “The Catholic Church 

has a spectacular record of achievement in 

supporting and contributing to science. 

Many important scientists have been 

Catholic believers.” 

Barr noted that “whereas many fear that the 

discoveries of modern science undermine 

the reasons for believing in God, in many 

ways they have actually strengthened those 

reasons, as many scientists, philosophers, 

and theologians have pointed out,” Barr 

said. “The good news is that we have very 

strong arguments on the side of belief.” 

Kate Bulinski, associate professor of 

geosciences in the Department of 

Environmental Studies at Bellarmine 

University, noted that “our wider culture has 

embraced the idea that there is inherent 

conflict between faith and science.” 

Bulinksi is set to give a talk on “The History 

of Life in Deep Time” at the event. 

“With the rise of misinformation and the 

influence of decentralized social media, it is 

harder than ever to discern what is true,” 

https://sites.google.com/view/stalbertinitiative2025
https://catholicscientists.org/
https://catholicscientists.org/
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/about/centers-initiatives-and-programs/science-and-religion-initiative/
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/about/centers-initiatives-and-programs/science-and-religion-initiative/
https://catholicscientists.org/scientists-of-the-past/
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Bulinski reflected. “It is no wonder that 

Catholics, especially young Catholics, are 

confused about what to think about the 

relationship between faith and science.” 

“The St. Albert Initiative is an effective way 

to counteract that misinformation. It is a 

powerful experience to hear directly from 

Catholic scientists who can personally 

demonstrate that faith and science are, in 

fact, compatible within the Catholic 

Church.” 

Barr said surveys show that the conferences 

are effective. Attendees at the 2022 St. 

Albert Initiative gave a 94.7% score to the 

statement “This event helped me realize that 

faith and science are not in conflict,” he 

noted. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/27/catholic-science-event-to-address-pastoral-

problem-among-youth/  
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Removal Of Subsidies to Catholic Schools in Mali Could Harm Inter-

Religious Dialogue 

 

YAOUNDÉ, Cameroon – A government 

plan in the African nation of Mali to remove 

state support for Catholic schools could 

harm inter-religious dialogue in the Sahel 

country, according to a leading Catholic 

charity. 

Catholic schools have existed in Mali even 

before the country gained independence 

from France in 1960. White missionaries set 

up schools in areas like Kita, Timbuktu and 

Segou between 1889 and 1904. 

In 1972, the Malian government signed an 

agreement with the Catholic Church to 

subsidize 80 percent of teachers’ salaries. 

The government now says beginning next 

year, those subsidies will be removed. 

Among other things, the government has 

been expressing worries about the rising cost 

of the subsidies amid the country’s 

economic hardship. 

According to Mali’s Prime Minister, 

Choguel Kokala Maiga, the country faces a 

serious security crisis amid dwindling state 

resources and therefore it is necessary to 

ensure greater accountability in the use of 

state resources. 

RELATED: Catholic bishops in Mali 

express sorrow over Bamako terror 

attacks 

“We need to know where the subsidies are 

going, especially given the lack of funding 

from donors and the exponential growth of 

schools of all kinds, some of which have 

been set up with false papers or even by 

civil servants’, the prime minister said. 

He added that the country’s new 

Constitution requires strict application of 

secularism. 

“It is difficult to subsidize some schools at 

the expense of others,” he said. 

Mali is 90 percent Muslim and just 5 percent 

Christian, who are mostly Catholic. 

Maria Lozano, Director of Pontifical charity 

Aid to the Church in Need International 

Press and Media Department, expressed 

concern that the government’s plan to 

remove subsidies effective from the 2025/26 

academic year puts Catholic education in the 

country at risk, “potentially harming the 

holistic education of young people and 

weakening ties of understanding and respect 

between religious communities.” 

Catholic authorities in Mali say the subsidy 

removal could lead to the dismissal of about 

2000 Catholic school teachers in Mali. 

Lozano said the very idea that such 

subsidies will be removed is “deeply 

concerning,” 

“These institutions not only provide high-

quality education but also play a crucial role 

in fostering interreligious dialogue and 

peaceful coexistence in a country where 

80% of students in Catholic schools are 

Muslim,” she told Crux. 

Mali has 138 Catholic schools with 40,000 

students. Removing such subsidies could 

lead to mass unemployment among teachers 

and disrupt the education of thousands of 

students, Lozano argued. 

“The removal of these subsidies puts the 

future of Catholic schools at serious risk, 

potentially harming the holistic education of 

young people and weakening ties of 

understanding and respect between religious 

communities. In a nation facing significant 

challenges due to rising extremism and 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2024/09/catholic-bishops-in-mali-express-sorrow-over-bamako-terror-attacks
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2024/09/catholic-bishops-in-mali-express-sorrow-over-bamako-terror-attacks
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-africa/2024/09/catholic-bishops-in-mali-express-sorrow-over-bamako-terror-attacks
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instability since 2012, it is vital to support 

institutions that promote peace and 

reconciliation,” she said. 

Since 2012, Mali has witnessed an influx of 

fundamentalists and terrorists, threatening 

the peaceful co-existence of religions. 

ACN quotes its Mali project partner as 

saying that Catholic schools offer “a genuine 

chance for Christian-Muslim dialogue, for 

friendships and the building of strong and 

solid brotherly relationships between Malian 

citizens.” 

“The Catholic Church is trying at all levels, 

above all in education, to make its 

contribution towards the restoration of 

peace, reconciliation, and coexistence,” said 

the ACN partner, who would rather not be 

named for security reasons. 

“In fact, 80 percent of the children in our 

schools are Muslims, while Christians make 

up only three percent of Mali’s population. 

Muslims value Catholic schools highly 

because of the quality of the teaching, which 

offers holistic human formation,” said the 

ACN partner. 

With subsidies frozen, Lozano is urging the 

international community to do its part. 

“The international community and support 

organizations must urgently explore ways to 

assist Catholic schools in Mali to ensure 

they can continue their essential role in 

society,” she told Crux. 

“At the same time, constructive dialogue 

with the Malian government should 

emphasize that Christian institutions 

contribute positively to the nation’s stability 

and progress, making their continued 

operation vital for Mali’s future: The 

Catholic Church in the Sahel is part of the 

solution not of the problem,” she said. 

 

Ngala Killian Chimtom 

https://cruxnow.com/church%20in%20africa/2025/01/removal%20of%20subsidies%20to%20cat

holic%20schools%20in%20mali%20could%20harm%20inter%20religious%20dialogue  
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The Faith Is Good for Your Family: Some Evidence and Encouragement 

 

Most Americans do indeed care about their children’s spiritual development, but there is still a 

thread in modern society that is hostile to “imposing” your faith. 

 

Research consistently shows that religion is 

good for you and your children. The 

importance of passing on the faith to your 

children may not be a controversial point to 

readers of a Catholic website, but parents 

may be encouraged to know that the 

evidence broadly supports Catholic 

parenting. While the data is compelling, our 

obligation to pass on the faith is based on 

research. 

As discussed below, the Bible explicitly 

admonishes us to raise our children in the 

faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

is emphatic about our duties: “Through the 

grace of the sacrament of marriage, parents 

receive the responsibility and privilege of 

evangelizing their children.” 

(paragraph 2225; emphasis original). The 

positive outcomes associated with successful 

evangelizing our own children are well 

documented. 

Professor Christian Smith undertook the 

National Study of Youth and Religion, 

surveying a large group of young people 

multiple times over several years, and 

spawning a number of books and academic 

articles. When Smith examined Catholics 

aged 18 to 23, in his 2014 book Young 

Catholic America, he details how practicing 

Catholics were more likely to be physically 

healthy and more likely to be happy. 

Professor Kendra Creasy Dean’s 2010 

book Almost Christian: What the Faith of 

Our Teenagers is Telling the American 

Church also uses some of that study data to 

conclude: 

While religious youth do not avoid 

problem behaviors and relationships, 

those who participate in religious 

communities are more likely to do 

well in school, have positive 

relationships with their families, 

have a positive outlook on life, wear 

their seatbelts–the list goes on, 

enumerating an array of outcomes 

that parents pray for. 

Mormon researchers have reached 

similar conclusions. Other 

researchers note that: 

A substantial body of literature exists 

in the social and behavioral sciences 

on associations between religion, 

spirituality, and well-being in 

adulthood. Depending upon the types 

of measures of religiosity and 

spirituality utilized and the outcomes 

assessed, results with adults support 

low but significant positive 

associations between religiosity and 

components of well-being, including 

substance abuse, mental health, 

physical health, and general life 

satisfaction. 

Stephen Cranney, a lecturer at The Catholic 

University of America and a data 

scientist puts it simply: “Religion is almost 

always associated with being happier.” 

Cranney notes that we know actually know a 

lot about “whether religious or non religious 

people are happier” from the perspective of 

“statistics and empirical evidence.” 

When analyzing hundreds of “articles on the 

relationship between health and measures” 

https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/catechism/539/#zoom=z
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Catholic-America-Emerging-Adults/dp/0199341079
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Catholic-America-Emerging-Adults/dp/0199341079
https://www.amazon.com/Almost-Christian-Teenagers-Telling-American/dp/0195314840
https://www.amazon.com/Almost-Christian-Teenagers-Telling-American/dp/0195314840
https://www.amazon.com/Almost-Christian-Teenagers-Telling-American/dp/0195314840
https://rsc.byu.edu/divine-design/house-faith-how-family-religiosity-strengthens-our-children
https://cms.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2002/01/Child_Trends-2002_01_01_FR_ReligionSpiritAdol.pdf
https://sociology.catholic.edu/faculty-and-research/faculty-profiles/stephen-cranney/index.html
https://www.deseret.com/magazine/2024/05/05/research-does-religion-make-you-happier/
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of religion and health or happiness, the 

overwhelming majority of studies show that 

religious people are happier. In reviewing 

data from 25 countries, Professor Ryan 

Burge found a link between being religious 

and self-reported well being, particularly 

among religious folks in the United States. 

Popular writers, or famous ones like now 

Vice-President J.D. Vance also refer to this 

kind of research. While media stereotypes 

may portray people of faith as miserable, the 

evidence shows the opposite. 

Of course, the evidence that passing on the 

faith leads to good outcomes is not the 

reason I teach the faith to my children. I 

raise them as Catholics because I believe 

that is the truth. I find nothing in the Bible 

or in our tradition that recommends that kids 

should make up their own mind about faith. 

In Deuteronomy, for example, just after the 

famous Shema (Hear, O Israel) verse, the 

Israelites are instructed that “these words 

which I command you this day shall be upon 

your heart; and you shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when 

you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise.” (Deut 6:4-7.) 

Psalm 78 rejects hiding the faith from one’s 

children and instead encourages parents to 

“tell to the coming generation the glorious 

deeds of the Lord and his might, and the 

wonders which he has wrought.” God 

“commanded our fathers to teach to their 

children; that the next generation might 

know them, the children yet unborn, and 

arise and tell them to their children, so that 

they should set their hope in God, and not 

forget the works of God, but keep his 

commandments. . . .” (Psa 78:4-7). 

This thinking is not limited to the Old 

Testament. Saint Paul exhorts fathers to 

bring their children “up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord.” (Eph 6:4.) 

Most Americans do indeed care about their 

children’s spiritual development, but there is 

still a thread in modern society that is hostile 

to “imposing” your faith. Now and then you 

encounter people, sometimes even smart 

people, making the claim that parents 

should not push their religion on their kids. 

This modern idea of letting your kids pick 

their religion is not a part of our faith, where 

the Bible and the Catechism make it our 

responsibility to raise our children up in the 

faith. It is also an unhealthy approach. You 

would not feel like you are manipulating 

your children if you serve them bagels 

instead of frosted brownies for breakfast; 

you should not feel bad in giving them the 

faith. 

The world might disagree, but the world is 

wrong. 

 

J.C. Miller 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/26/the-faith-is-good-for-your-family-some-

evidence-and-encouragement/  
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https://www.amazon.com/Hillbilly-Elegy-Memoir-Family-Culture/dp/0062300547
https://www.barna.com/research/christian-parents-concerns/
https://time.com/3711945/children-religion-parents-school-policy/
https://time.com/3711945/children-religion-parents-school-policy/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/26/the-faith-is-good-for-your-family-some-evidence-and-encouragement/
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Let Children Play 

 

In an age of high-pressure childhoods, free play is more necessary than ever. 

 

Peter Gray is a professor of psychology 

and neuroscience at Boston College. He 

spoke with Plough’s Susannah Black 

Roberts about his research and the work 

he is doing to encourage free play. 

Plough: What is the problem with play in 

our culture? 

Peter Gray: Over the past seven decades, 

we in the United States have been taking 

play and independent activity away from 

children. It is reasonable to say we are 

depriving them of a childhood. And we are 

seeing the consequences of that in extremely 

high rates of anxiety, depression, and suicide 

among school-aged children, especially 

teenagers. 

There have been plenty of correlational 

studies but why do you even need those? It 

ought to be obvious, right? It just ought to 

be obvious. Independent play is what makes 

kids happy. You take freedom away from 

anybody regardless of age, they are going to 

be unhappy. 

What counts as play, and why is it 

important? 

Play has four characteristics. First, it is self-

chosen and self-directed by the player or 

players. If there is an authority figure who 

directs it, it is automatically not play. Little 

league baseball is not play. Children are not 

learning the same lessons, because they are 

not in charge. 

Second, play is intrinsically motivated: you 

are doing it for its own sake. You are not 

doing it for a trophy or praise from a teacher 

or a parent. It has huge benefits, but you are 

not thinking about those. 

The third characteristic of play is structure. 

People talk about unstructured play, but we 

should ban that from our vocabulary. It is 

always structured by the players themselves. 

They may adopt rules that are passed down, 

but they decide on the rules. This is how 

children learn to create structure. It’s how 

they learn to create, enforce, and follow 

rules, to inhibit their impulses. The 

interesting thing about play is that play is 

freely chosen, but when a child chooses to 

play, the child is choosing not to be free. 

And the fourth characteristic of play is 

creativity. The rules are never so strict or 

specific that they tell you just what you have 

to do on every move. And for young 

children, play is not only creative, it’s 

almost always imaginative. They’re 

imagining a situation that doesn’t exist in 

the real world. They’re imagining that 

they’re Wonder Woman, or that they’re off 

fighting dragons. they’re exercising their 

ability to think in an imagined world, which 

really means to think hypothetically. They’re 

thinking, “If this is true, then what else has 

to be true in this scene that we’re creating?” 

Children are developing this remarkably 

high order of thinking when they’re playing. 

Even very young children are doing that. 

What can parents do to promote this kind of 

play? 

In the 1950s, you just shooed your kid out of 

the house and all the other kids were shooed 

out too, so kids would find others and play 

with them, or they’d hang out after school 

and play and not come home until 
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dinnertime. But now, if a parent says, “Go 

out and play,” there is a fairly decent chance 

that somebody is going to call child 

protective services. 

In addition, even if you send your child out, 

there is a good chance there are no other 

children out there. And the most important 

stimulus for play is other kids to play with. 

We might wish that kids just had a love for 

the great outdoors, but I am convinced that 

to a large extent, the love of nature is an 

acquired taste, and you acquire it as a child 

by playing with kids outdoors. 

We parents might think, “Oh, you know, the 

love of nature will make them enjoy the 

outdoors.” And so even if the child is out 

there alone, we think, “This is so much 

better than if they are indoors alone.” But 

most children don’t think that way. When 

you send them outdoors, if they’ve been able 

to sneak their cellphones out with them and 

there is nobody to play with, they will just 

get on their phones and interact with their 

friends in the only way they are able. 

What you’ve got to do in our world today to 

create real play is find ways to get a bunch 

of kids together at the same time, on a 

regular basis, and do it in a way that parents 

think is safe enough. That generally means 

there has to be at least one adult there. The 

ideal would be someone who will not tell the 

kids how to play, who will not intervene, but 

who is just there for emergencies. And so 

that is the kind of situation you have to work 

toward. 

The first step is to get to know your 

neighbors. And one of the problems today is 

that most of us don’t know our neighbors. 

And that’s part of the reason we are reluctant 

to send our kids out. In particular, get to 

know the neighbors who have kids. Suggest 

it: wouldn’t it be great if our kids had this 

chance to get out and play like kids used to? 

Suppose we have certain hours of the week 

where we all act like old-fashioned parents 

and kick our kids out of the house. “Get out 

of the house, and leave your cellphone 

inside!” They might complain the first time, 

but once they start making friends with the 

other kids, they’ll be eager to do it. 

 

Peter Gray 

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/community/education/let%20children%20play  
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Excellence And Catholic Education 

 

“Excellence,” along with its cousin 

“success,” is the most overused word in 

education. It adorns mission statements and 

admission pitches at all levels of both 

Catholic and secular schools, seeking to 

convince prospective students to enroll and 

prospective donors to give. The Catholic 

elementary school where I was educated, to 

name but one, had a citation on its outdoor 

sign: “A National School of Excellence.” 

The honor was bestowed by some 

accrediting agency that somehow wielded 

the majestic power to define what is 

excellent. 

And there is the game: everyone uses 

“excellence,” but no one really knows what 

it means. 

The dictionary defines excellence as “the 

state of possessing good qualities in an 

unusual or eminent degree; the state of 

excelling in anything.” For Aristotle, 

excellence was synonymous with 

virtue, arete in Greek. A thing is “excellent” 

if it performs its purpose at a high level. A 

knife is excellent if it cuts well, a calculator 

is excellent if it calculates well, a person is 

excellent if he lives well. 

A school is excellent, then, if it educates 

well. As we celebrate Catholic Schools 

Week, whose bland theme for 2025, “United 

in Faith and Community,” does not conjure 

excellence, we should consider what 

Catholic education is so that we can ensure 

that it is, in reality, excellent. 

Education, a word whose meaning is in the 

eye of the beholder, is the process of 

developing the minds and characters of 

youth through the study of nature and 

culture. Catholic education, as explained by 

the Sacred Congregation of Education, 

perfects education with grace, for it “works 

towards this goal [of education] guided by 

its Christian vision of reality.” Young minds 

and characters are cultivated in order to 

foster “those particular virtues which will 

enable [the Christian] to live a new life in 

Christ and help him to play faithfully his 

part in building up the Kingdom of God.” 

In other words, Catholic education employs 

academic study to develop young people’s 

capacity to love God with all their heart, 

mind, soul, and strength, and to love their 

neighbor as themselves. All courses and 

activities at Catholic schools – from 

arithmetic, art, band, and basketball to 

science, technology, theater, and writing – 

ought to contribute to meeting these two 

ends of Catholic education in their 

complementary ways. God is the Creator of 

all things; to study any aspect of Creation 

and to exercise the abilities He has given us 

leads us back to Him. 

Each Catholic school has its own style and 

emphases, yet each has to unite its 

particulars to the whole – the catholic – 

vision of God as Creator, Jesus Christ as 

Redeemer, and human beings who, made in 

God’s image, are on pilgrimage to Heaven. 

A Catholic school achieves “excellence” to 

the degree that its particulars – curriculum, 

sports, activities, programming, and 

religious formation – contribute to bringing 

students to God. And the particulars cannot 

be viewed apart from the whole. 

If an academic curriculum helps students 

grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith, it is 

excellent; if it is a disjointed series of 

courses that do not foster growth in both 

reason and faith, it is not excellent, 

regardless of how many students matriculate 

at Ivy League universities or work for 

Fortune 500 companies. 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_19770319_catholic-school_en.html
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If a sports program teaches sportsmanship 

and helps athletes grow in their talents with 

an awareness that their abilities are gifts 

from God, it is excellent. If it cares only 

about winning without an eye to the greater 

good, it falls short, regardless of how many 

trophies it accumulates. 

If a band program makes terrific music 

conscious that, as an expression of human 

creativity, its power points to the infinite 

creative powers of God, it is excellent. If it 

requires practice every Sunday morning 

before performing in that afternoon’s 

football game, it contradicts everything that 

a Catholic school stands for, regardless of 

how much admiration its music draws. 

Given how difficult it is to achieve, 

excellence is talked about by Catholic 

schools more often than it is realized. Talk is 

cheap. Flashy websites are easy. Developing 

students who are overwhelmed by secular 

stimuli into disciples of Jesus Christ is a 

great challenge. And in today’s world, it can 

only be achieved if all parts of school life 

really reflect the belief that Jesus is the way, 

the truth, and the life – and that no one 

comes to the Father except through Him. 

(John 14:6) 

Nearly every Catholic school believes that it 

does this. However, evidence points to the 

contrary. I’m not one given to using 

benchmarks and standards as the measure of 

a successful Catholic education (though the 

National Catholic Education Association, 

which has too much influence on diocesan 

and parochial education, certainly is), but I 

would propose a single metric to determine 

how “excellent” a Catholic school, the one 

that most acutely speaks to Catholic 

education’s goal of forming virtuous 

disciples of Jesus Christ: How many 

students, and their families, attend Mass 

each Sunday after having completed their 

education. If the number attending is not 

substantially higher at graduation than at 

matriculation, then the school is not 

excellent. 

For what students find at Mass is what 

makes their lives, which education exists to 

cultivate, excellent: the crucified and risen 

Christ, who, in the words of Vatican 

II’s Gaudium et Spes, “fully reveals man to 

man himself and makes his supreme calling 

clear.” 

A Catholic school of excellence offers its 

students the study of God’s world and God’s 

Word so they can realize this supreme 

calling. As St. John Henry Newman, one of 

the Church’s greatest philosophers of 

education, wrote in his seminal Idea of a 

University, “We attain to heaven by using 

this world well, though it is to pass away; 

we perfect our nature, not by undoing it, but 

by adding to it what is more than nature, and 

directing it towards aims higher than its 

own.” 

 

David G Bonagura, Jr. 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/27/excellence-and-catholic-education/  
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The Music on Mount Sinai 

 

As students enter adulthood, how can they learn to hear the voice of God beneath the noise of 

life? 

 

The following remarks were given as the 

2024 graduation address at the Mount 

Academy, a high school in Esopus, New 

York, founded by the Bruderhof. 

I would like to talk to you today about a 

famous musical experiment that was 

conducted some years ago: the Stradivarius 

at the subway. 

A writer for the Washington Post, Gene 

Weingarten, decided to ask the most gifted 

young musician in America, the violin 

virtuoso Joshua Bell, to play a piece of 

music at a Washington, DC, subway station 

at the morning rush hour, and see if anyone 

noticed. Bell had already been acclaimed as 

a musical genius at a young age. The violin 

he would play at the subway was crafted in 

1713 by Antonio Stradivari – bought by Bell 

for $3.5 million – a Stradivarius specimen 

that was one of the most exquisite and 

expensive instruments in the world. 

Gene Weingarten describes how Joshua 

Bell, dressed in a very nondescript, casual 

manner, sets himself up at the Metro stop, 

takes out his Stradivarius violin, and begins 

to play. What happens? The crowd never 

gathers. Almost everyone rushes by, utterly 

oblivious to the fact that they have a free, 

front-row seat to an experience at a 

proximity that would usually cost thousands 

of dollars. One of the most famous violinists 

in the world plays on one of the most 

expensive violins in the world – and almost 

nobody notices. 

Now here’s what’s interesting. Weingarten 

reports that, after he published this piece, 

letters poured in from people who were 

deeply affected by it – who had cried when 

they read it. But why? Most people aren’t all 

that interested in music, certainly not 

classical music, and if they are, they could 

buy tickets to attend concerts. But I think 

what truly bothered them was that they saw 

the story as symbolic. In Weingarten’s 

words, the story reminded us that “if we 

can’t take the time out of our lives to stay a 

moment and listen to one of the best 

musicians on Earth play some of the best 

music ever written – if the surge of modern 

life so overpowers us that we are deaf and 

blind to something like that – then what else 

are we missing?” 

The story reminds us that, for so much of 

our lives, we are focused on material 

achievement, on success, on getting to work 

every day, on earning a living. And that can 

be a very great good. But when that is the 

only side of ourselves, then we may be 

neglecting and not even noticing some of the 

most important aspects of life. 

I’d like to take you back to one of the most 

famous “mounts” in scripture: Mount Sinai 

in the middle of the desert. There are two 

stories in the Bible that center on Mount 

Sinai, and the first is much more famous. 

That is, of course, the declaration of the 

Decalogue, when the biblical people of 

Israel gather around Mount Sinai as God 

announces the Ten Commandments. 

At that moment, if you study the text 

carefully, you’ll see that God also acts as a 

musician, because he summons the Israelites 

to Sinai by sounding a biblical instrument 

(or at least creating the sound of a biblical 

https://www.mountacademy.org/
https://www.mountacademy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0_YWhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0_YWhw
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instrument) known as the shofar – a ram’s 

horn. Now, I know that many of you have 

never seen a shofar, so I’ve brought one 

from my collection. 

The shofar was utilized by Joshua at Jericho. 

It was used by ancient Israelites in biblical 

battles, in the marking of holidays, and in 

the coronation of kings. It’s essentially a 

biblical trumpet. It’s an instrument at which 

I’m somewhat proficient, but it’s difficult to 

sound. And it is loud! 

There’s an old joke cited by Rabbi Jonathan 

Sacks in a piece he wrote explaining the 

significance of the shofar, which describes 

two friends talking late at night at one of 

their homes. At a certain point the guest asks 

his friend, the host, “Hey, it’s late. What 

time is it?” 

“I don’t know,” the host answers. “I don’t 

own a clock or a watch; I don’t have a 

cellphone either.” 

The guest says, “You don’t have a clock in 

this entire house? How do you know what 

time it is?” 

“Oh, I tell time with that trumpet over 

there,” the host replies, pointing to a 

trumpet. 

His friend is still confused. “I don’t 

understand. How do you tell time with a 

trumpet?” 

“Like this,” the host says. He takes the 

trumpet, opens up the window, and plays a 

loud series of blasts. 

Someone across the street yells out, “Are 

you out of your mind? It’s three in the 

morning. Stop playing the trumpet!” 

Now, as rabbis note, that’s essentially what’s 

happening with the shofar in the deserts. 

God sounds a biblical horn in order to get 

the Israelites’ attention, to summon them to 

Sinai, because anyone would immediately 

be struck by its sound. Believe me, if I 

stopped at the Washington Metro and blew 

the shofar, people would stop. They would 

say, “Hey, what is that?” 

And then a few might remember their Bible 

and would say, “Oh, it’s a shofar.” 

And then if I continued playing, a few others 

might say, “Man, that dude can really play 

the shofar.” 

And then some might say, “He’s the Joshua 

Bell of the shofar.” 

So that’s Sinai; that’s the Ten 

Commandments. But many years later, the 

prophet Elijah journeys out to the desert, and 

he speaks to God at Mount Sinai, the same 

site but a different time. It’s an age of 

idolatry, of the worship of false gods. The 

Israelites are focused on earning a living in 

the field as they should, but many have 

turned to serving Baal, the pagan god of rain 

and thunder, a false god. Elijah has done 

many impressive miracles himself, but they 

have not had a lasting impact. And so there 

at Sinai, God causes Elijah to hear several 

great thundering sounds – of an earthquake, 

and of a great flame, and of a mighty wind. 

But we are told by scripture that this time, in 

contrast to what happened before, the voice 

of God was not to be heard amidst the great 

noise. Originally, we’re told that God spoke 

the Ten Commandments in a voice 

thundering above the call of the ram’s horn. 

But here, God was not in the great noise. 

Here, God speaks to Elijah in a still, small 

voice. 

What does it mean for God to speak at Sinai 

in a small voice? Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

suggested that a still, small voice is a sound 

you can only hear if you are listening for it. 

God was telling Elijah that great miraculous 

moments are not enough to sustain faith, that 

he had to teach the Israelites to listen for the 

voice of God in their daily life, because, like 

a Stradivarius at a subway, God’s guidance, 
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the most magnificent sound in the 

world, can be heard, but only if we listen for 

it, only if we pay attention to it. 

In life, we need to remember the moral 

instruction first announced at Sinai, the Ten 

Commandments. But in our own lives, God 

does not usually thunder forth, sounding a 

shofar, to get our attention. Rather, in our 

noisy environment, we need to listen for 

God’s guidance, for the sound that must be 

listened for in order for it to be heard. 

As independent adults, you’ll be engaged in 

worldly pursuits, and many of them will be 

important, vital to the lives that you’ll be 

building. But in the adventure that is life, 

there are many distractions and temptations. 

It is quite a cacophonous world out there. 

And as you engage in earthly existence, you 

need to listen beneath the noise for the 

guidance of heaven. 

At times, that ethereal voice will come as a 

small sound reverberating only through your 

own self, because in the end your soul is 

your Stradivarius. It is the instrument 

through which your conscience, the voice of 

God, is made manifest. If this is the case, 

then the story of the Stradivarius at the 

subway indeed creates a meaningful 

moment for all of us. 

Many years ago, my mother and father went 

to a concert together at Lincoln Center in 

New York City. My father had actually 

never been to a concert before, having spent 

much of his life in a yeshiva, a rabbinical 

school where you study scripture and Jewish 

law. 

At the end of the concert, the crowd stood 

up, applauded, and shouted, “Encore, 

encore!” until the musicians came out again 

and played another piece. My father was 

fascinated. He had never seen an encore 

before. He said to my mother, “No one ever 

says, ‘Encore!’ after a shiur [a lecture in 

scripture].” When a sermon or scripture 

class concludes, you don’t see the crowd get 

rapturously to its feet and applaud, “Encore! 

Encore! Five more minutes of scripture! We 

demand more word of God! We will not 

leave until you come back out!” It doesn’t 

happen. 

But in truth, all of life is asking for an 

encore, for the voice of God, for guidance 

from his word and his voice. Throughout 

much of the Hebrew Bible, faith is described 

not as deriving from seeing, but from 

hearing. Thus, “Hear O Israel: The Lord our 

God, the Lord is one” (Deut. 6:4). This 

teaches us that faith is often like listening to 

music, like paying attention to a 

composition, because music at its best can 

remind us that we are part of something 

larger than ourselves, like notes in a 

composition, part of something 

transcendent. 

Rabbi Sacks put the point this way. He said, 

“As music connects note to note, so faith 

connects episode to episode, life to life, age 

to age, in a timeless melody that breaks into 

time.… Faith teaches us to hear the music 

beneath the noise.” 

Faith teaches us to listen, in other words, for 

the voice of God in our own lives, which 

guides us precisely at the moment when we 

need it most. And this is what you all need 

to listen for, class of 2024, because there 

will be times in your lives when the noise of 

the larger culture will be urging you in one 

direction, but the sound of scripture will 

proclaim the proper path. 

And that means you are not all that different 

from Elijah, for you too have been at a 

mount. Not a mount in the desert, but 

nevertheless a mount at which many of the 

distractions of the larger world have been 

removed. You have been removed – thank 

God – from the cacophonous climb that is 

outside. At the Mount Academy, you have 

been taught to listen for the voice of God. 
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The question facing all of you now is: When 

you are out in the world, will you continue 

to listen for it beneath the noise? 

This question becomes all the more 

important at this moment of graduation. The 

late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia 

once spoke at the graduation of his 

granddaughter. He commented that speakers 

who give commencement addresses often 

make statements that sound sophisticated – 

even inspiring – but are actually not true at 

all. They are platitudes. For example, we 

often hear at a graduation: this is not an end, 

it is a beginning. But this is false, Scalia 

said, because commencement for high 

school students marks an end to a certain 

part of their lives and, yes, the beginning of 

a very different one: 

There is no more significant rite of 

passage in our society – no more 

abrupt end to a distinct age of your 

life – than the graduation from high 

school and the departure from home 

that soon follows. You have been 

living up to now in a moral 

environment that could be closely 

supervised by the people that love 

you most: your parents. They got to 

know your friends, your teachers, 

your school, and did what they could 

to change or improve them when 

they thought that was for your good. 

Most of you will be going off to 

college, which is not a place where 

your parents can any longer control 

the influences upon your character, 

and which is not, by and large, a 

place where anybody else seeks to 

exercise that control as well. 

As you embark on your lives, what guides 

you, what you listen for, will impact how 

you choose to live. And how you choose to 

live will in turn determine who you will 

become and how you will be remembered. 

After the story of the Stradivarius at the 

subway became famous, Joshua Bell started 

getting annoyed because he was now known 

specifically for this episode instead of for 

his musical career. Suddenly the most 

brilliant violinist in America became famous 

for being “that guy that no one listened to at 

the subway.” 

So Joshua Bell announced that he would be 

holding a do-over. He would play his 

Stradivarius at the same site, the same Metro 

station, but this time with appropriate 

invitation and preparation. A massive crowd 

gathered to hear him play, reflecting the fact, 

at least for a moment, that many had learned 

to listen to the music beneath the noise. 

Each one of you will shape your own legacy, 

and you will be responsible for how you are 

known in the world at large. You will be 

ultimately known for whether and how you 

made the voice of God, the voice of 

scripture, manifest in your life; how you 

listened in all the noise for God’s guidance 

in the choices you made; and how you 

impacted others by reflecting God’s call. As 

you embark on your adult years and advance 

in life, you will no doubt focus on becoming 

who you want to be. You’ll be focusing on 

everyday responsibilities, as indeed you 

should. But you will also have to choose 

whether you’ll be willing to stop and listen. 

This will define your lives and your legacies 

as men and women of faith. May you 

achieve every success, and may faith always 

lend a sense of meaning and music to your 

lives. 

 

Meir Soloveichik 

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/community/education/the%20music%20on%20mount%20sinai  

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/community/education/the%20music%20on%20mount%20sinai
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Surprising Tales from Early America of Brick-And-Mortar Ecumenism 

 

Long before the rise of the ecumenical movement gained traction in the twentieth century, there 

was ecumenical cooperation in the most basic of faith activities: building churches. 

 

As of this writing, I am two-thirds of the 

way through my production of a podcast 

series called “Cradles of 

Catholicism,” which provides a brief 

historical account of a foundational church 

in each of the fifty United States. Every 

church has its own unique and interesting 

story, but it is also intriguing to discern 

patterns and commonalities across the three 

dozen Catholic “origin stories” that I’ve 

covered so far. 

One of these, unsurprisingly, is perseverance 

in the face of adversity. Laying the 

foundation of Catholic life in the wilderness 

always required sacrifice, and our forebears 

in the faith deserve our gratitude for their 

fortitude and generosity. 

Another and more surprising theme is 

ecumenical cooperation. This is not a 

universal experience for the crafters of the 

cradles of Catholicism in the fifty states, but 

it is remarkably common, especially in light 

of the overarching narrative of American 

Catholicism. This narrative, which includes 

heavy doses of anti-Catholicism, is one that 

I accept and to which I’ve contributed in my 

scholarship. There is ample evidence of 

opposition to the Catholic Church, often 

vehement and sometimes violent, especially 

on the part of Protestant Americans. 

The nineteenth century, during which 

Catholicism was planted in most of the 

states, was rife with spectacular anti-

Catholic episodes, such as the Bible Riots in 

Philadelphia, the Bedini riot in Cincinnati, 

and the burning of the Ursuline convent near 

Boston. Firsthand reports from priests and 

sisters working in predominantly Protestant 

communities are filled with experiences of 

prejudice and discrimination. Protestant-

Catholic relations of the period may be 

summarized, overall, as abiding tension, 

sometimes exploding into conflict. 

Yet generalizations, even when true, are by 

definition generally true. Many particulars 

may not fit the pattern, and that is the case 

here. Long before the rise of the ecumenical 

movement gained traction among mid-

twentieth-century American theologians 

such as Gustave Weigel, SJ; long before the 

Second Vatican Council placed Protestant-

Catholic relations on a new footing in 

documents such as Unitatis Redintegratio; 

long before Catholics and evangelicals 

found common ground defending life, 

family, and religious liberty during the 

culture wars of the late twentieth century—

there was ecumenical cooperation in the 

most basic of faith activities: building 

churches. 

As the Church sought to gain a foothold in 

state after state across the growing nation, 

Catholic people and their leaders constantly 

confronted a shortage of resources. 

Construction of a church required, first, the 

purchase of land; then, the expense of 

planning and design; next, the construction 

itself, including building materials and 

labor; and finally, the often-costly 

furnishings, including artwork, vestments, 

and sacred vessels, which would make the 

space a suitable venue for divine worship. 

Yet, in most cases, pioneer Catholics were 

poor European immigrants or domestic 

refugees who were moving to the frontier in 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2Tw3aSIFWr2qHrhn2yZ5TT
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2Tw3aSIFWr2qHrhn2yZ5TT
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2Tw3aSIFWr2qHrhn2yZ5TT
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search of greater financial opportunity. 

Through much of the nineteenth century, 

“wealthy Catholic” was not quite an 

oxymoron, but nearly so. 

In this context, the contributions of non-

Catholics were often crucial in the building 

of Catholic churches. In Alexandria, 

Virginia, for example, two Protestants 

donated the plot of land on which the 

original Church of St. Mary was built. (Its 

successor, today’s Basilica of St. Mary, is 

located just north of that site.) The 

nominally Episcopalian George Washington, 

serving his second term as the first president 

of the nation, donated a substantial sum 

toward its construction. 

As an oft-quoted passage from his 1796 

Farewell Address suggests, Washington 

recognized the societal value of religion: 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which 

lead to political prosperity, religion and 

morality are indispensable supports.” His 

contribution to St. Mary’s reflected that 

sentiment. As a tepid Christian with deist 

leanings, Washington may not have had high 

regard for Catholicism, but he believed that 

the nation would be better served should 

Catholic citizens remain attached to the faith 

and under its benign moral influence than 

that they drift into irreligion and immorality. 

In 1799, another non-Catholic president, 

John Adams, contributed to the building of 

the original Church of the Holy Cross in 

Boston (the predecessor of the current 

cathedral). Adams, more devoutly Protestant 

than Washington, had in other settings 

expressed some hostility toward the Church, 

but again, he judged it better for the health 

of the culture of his native state that 

impoverished Catholics have a place to 

worship than that they be left to their own 

devices. Other well-to-do descendants of the 

Puritans donated as well, and the prominent 

architect—and Protestant—Charles Bulfinch 

provided his services at no charge. 

In New York, meanwhile, the nascent 

Catholic community benefited from the 

accommodation of the dominant Episcopal 

church. The venerable Holy Trinity Church 

leased to the Catholic congregation a barren 

tract on the outskirts of the city at the corner 

of Barclay and Church Streets (now in the 

heart of Manhattan). On this ground, 

Catholics managed to build St. Peter’s 

Church in 1786, but the small parish 

continued to struggle financially. In 1792, 

Trinity Church erased the back rent St. 

Peter’s owed, and a few years later the 

Episcopalian trustees canceled back rent 

again as part of an agreement to sell the real 

estate outright to the Catholic parish for an 

affordable price. 

In the early days of Catholicism in 

Connecticut, too, the infant Church relied on 

the cooperation of non-Catholic neighbors. 

Lacking funds to build, the first pastor in 

Hartford purchased an abandoned 

Episcopalian church. According to Hartford 

diocesan lore, there was an exchange 

between Bishop Benedict Fenwick of 

Boston and the Episcopal bishop Thomas 

Brownell regarding this arrangement, which 

illustrates the character of a relationship that 

was both good-natured and competitive. 

“Well, Bishop Fenwick,” Brownell began, 

“as we have a fine new church building, we 

will let you have the old one.” To which the 

Catholic hierarch replied, “Yes, and you 

have a fine new religion, and we will keep 

the old one.” 

While the erstwhile Episcopal church was 

being converted to Catholic use, Masses 

were held in the city’s Masonic Hall. When 

the renovated Church of the Holy Trinity 

was ready for Catholic worship, the majority 

of the attendees who filled the church for the 

dedication Mass were Protestants. 

Ecumenical cooperation sometimes 

extended beyond the building of churches. 

On the Indiana frontier in the 1840s, St. 
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Theodora Guerin and her Sisters of 

Providence founded the academy that would 

evolve into the first Catholic women’s 

college in the United States, Saint Mary-of-

the-Woods. In the early days of the project, 

most tuition-paying students were 

Protestant, as the Terre Haute area’s affluent 

families’ desire for high-quality education 

outweighed whatever prejudice they carried 

toward the Church. During the following 

decade, Mother Joseph Pariseau led another 

band of Sisters of Providence into the 

Oregon Territory, where they enjoyed the 

support of Protestants and Jews as they built 

St. Joseph’s Hospital, the first permanent 

healthcare institution in the Pacific 

Northwest. 

In this period of Catholic expansion across 

America, rhetorical and theological 

developments in the field of ecumenism and 

interreligious dialogue remained in the 

future, but in the meantime, there was 

practical collaboration in supplying the 

concrete material conditions for conducting 

the liturgical and communal practices at the 

heart of the faith. Perhaps, in inchoate 

fashion, these experiences laid the 

foundation for the movement that would 

flourish a hundred years later. 

 

Kevin Schmiesing 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/24/a-brick-and-mortar-ecumenism/  
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New York Supreme Court Upholds ‘Common Sense’ Law Barring Men from 

Women’s Sports 

 

The New York Supreme Court ruled on 

Tuesday that a Nassau County law 

prohibiting men from competing in female 

sports at a county-run facility is 

constitutional. 

State Supreme Court Judge Bruce Cozzens 

ruled against the Long Island Roller Rebels, 

a women’s roller derby league that had 

sought to block a Nassau County law 

banning men from participating in women’s 

sporting events at the county’s parks and 

recreational facilities. 

In his decision, the judge wrote that he 

“does not find that Local Law 121-24 

excludes transgender women and girls from 

the public facilities based on their gender 

identity, and the plaintiffs have not shown 

discrimination under the Human Rights Law 

and the Civil Rights Law.”  

Cozzens ruled that the law was not 

discriminatory as those who identify as 

transgender can still play in coed sports 

leagues. In the decision, Cozzens 

emphasized the risk of injury for women if 

men are allowed to play on their sports 

teams. 

“The plaintiff is not only asking that 

transgender athletics be included on female 

teams but also that they not disclose the 

transgender identity,” Cozzens wrote. 

“Potentially that creates an even greater risk 

to the females since they would not even be 

aware (nor it is assumed would they be 

permitted to inquire) if a player was a 

biological male.”  

“Common sense requires weight 

classification for wrestling and boxing 

clearly to protect the safety of the 

individuals. Common sense requires the 

same here,” Cozzens continued.  

Gabriella Larios, staff attorney at the New 

York Civil Liberties Union, opposed the 

decision in a statement, calling it 

discriminatory.  

“This decision is an outlier among the many 

courts to have considered the same 

question,” Larios continued. “It is also 

inconsistent with long-standing state law, 

which makes clear that Nassau’s ban 

unlawfully discriminates against transgender 

girls and women, as well as the teams that 

welcome them.”  

“This ban leaves a lasting stain on the 

county’s government and legislature, which 

have been relentless in their efforts to shut 

trans people out of sports,” Larios said.  

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman 

welcomed the decision, calling it “common 

sense.”  

“I’m very happy that State Supreme Court 

Judge Bruce Cozzens ruled that Nassau 

County’s local law banning biological males 

from playing on female sports teams is 

constitutional and that we did abide by the 

law,” Blakeman said in a statement shared 

with CNA.  

“As we’ve said all along, it’s just common 

sense,” Blakeman said. “Biological males 

should not play in female sports. They have 

a competitive advantage. It’s unfair, and it’s 

also unsafe.”  

Earlier this month, a federal court blocked a 

Department of Education rule banning 

discrimination against a person’s self-

asserted “gender identity.” In addition, the 

Nassau decision closely followed a recent 

https://www.nyclu.org/press-release/nyclu-vows-to-keep-fighting-after-court-maintains-nassau-anti-trans-sports-ban
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261467/court-strikes-down-biden-s-title-ix-gender-identity-rule-nationwide#:~:text=Court%20strikes%20down%20Biden's%20Title,rule%20nationwide%20%7C%20Catholic%20News%20Agency
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261677/trump-signs-executive-order-affirming-biological-reality-of-sex
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executive order signed by President Donald 

Trump affirming the biological reality of 

sex. 

Blakeman said he was grateful that federal 

courts recently ruled in a similar manner. 

“The federal courts have recently ruled the 

same way, so we have the federal courts and 

the state courts saying that you can make 

this distinction,” Blakeman noted. 

“We’re very happy that both courts have 

agreed with us.”  

“I’m gratified that we were the first in 

America to do it, and I think we set the tone 

for the rest of the nation,” Blakeman said. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261719/ny-supreme-court-upholds-common-sense-

law-barring-men-from-women-s-sports  
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Louisiana to Defend Its Ten Commandments Law in Appeals Court 

 

COMMENTARY: As representatives for the Bayou State prepare for oral argument, they know 

the Constitution is on their side. 

 

As we enter into the first days of a new 

Trump administration, the founders offer 

good counsel for the nation and its leaders. 

For example, George Washington said in his 

Farewell Address that “Of all of the 

dispositions and habits that lead to political 

prosperity, religion and morality are 

indispensable supports.”Lawmakers in 

Louisiana agree. They want young people in 

the state to consider the role of religion in 

our nation’s history and have mandated the 

posting of the Ten Commandments in 

public-school classrooms. Before the law 

can go into effect, they must convince a 

three-judge panel of the 5th Circuit Court of 

Appeals to reverse a lower court’s order. 

The Constitution is on their side. 

Louisiana Law is Challenged in Federal 

Court 

H.B. 71 requires public schools in Louisiana 

to display the Ten Commandments’ text on 

“a poster or framed document that is at least 

eleven inches by fourteen inches,” in “large, 

easily readable font” that is “the central 

focus” of the display. Each display of the 

Commandments must include an explainer: 

a three-paragraph “context statement” about 

the history of the Ten Commandments in our 

nation’s public education. The cost of 

displays is to be met either through 

monetary donations or donations of the 

displays themselves. 

Days after Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry 

signed H.B. 71 into law, the American Civil 

Liberties Union, the Freedom From Religion 

Foundation, and Americans United for 

Separation of Church and State filed a 

federal lawsuit on behalf of a group of 

parents and students. The suit alleges that 

H.B. 71 violates the First Amendment’s 

Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses. It 

should have been dismissed as pure 

nonsense, but a lower court, ignoring serious 

jurisdictional issues, held that H.B. 71 is 

facially unconstitutional and 

unconstitutional in all applications. 

The court barred the state from 

implementing the law in certain parishes and 

ordered that all Louisiana public elementary, 

secondary and charter schools, as well all 

public post-secondary education institutions, 

be notified of the court’s ruling. 

The state appealed to the 5th Circuit Court 

of Appeals, which has agreed to expedite its 

review. Oral argument is set for Thursday. 

My organization, the Conscience Project, 

teamed up with Regent University’s 

professor Mark David Hall to submit 

an amicus brief in support of Louisiana. We 

believe that H.B. 71 is entirely consistent 

with history and tradition and that barring 

displays of the Ten Commandments in 

public schools because of their religious 

significance would constitute a hostility 

towards religion that is odious to the general 

anti-discrimination principles of the 

Constitution. 

Let me explain. 

There is the Role of History and Tradition 

Whether a law violates the Establishment 

Clause is best understood through the prism 

of history and tradition. In a recent 

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/Washingtons_Farewell_Address.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/Washingtons_Farewell_Address.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/conscience-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/iRoake-v-Brumleyi-United-States-Court-of-Appeals-for-the-Fifth-Circuit.pdf__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2BiEVQYw%24
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concurring opinion, Justice Brett 

Kavanaugh wrote that the reason for making 

history an interpretive anchor, particularly 

when it comes to broadly stated principles in 

the Bill of Rights, is that the alternative 

entails a court that “implement[s] its own 

policy judgments” about the underlying 

right. Doing so is not the role of our courts. 

There have been distorted interpretations 

that pitted the Establishment Clause against 

the Free Exercise Clause and led to 

unfounded judicial hostility toward religion. 

Such distortions included reliance on the 

ahistorical test of Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 

U.S. 602 (1971), which called for an 

examination of a law’s purposes, effects and 

potential for entanglement with religion. 

In 1980, for example, the Supreme Court, 

relying on Lemon, ruled unconstitutional a 

Kentucky law requiring public-school 

classrooms display the Ten Commandments. 

One of the four dissenters, then-Justice 

William Rehnquist, rightly insisted, “The 

Establishment Clause does not require that 

the public sector be insulated from all things 

which may have a religious significance or 

origin.” 

The Court has since rejected ahistorical tests 

in favor of “[a]n analysis focused on original 

meaning and history” and recognized the 

legitimacy of public displays with religious 

character. 

What About the “Wall of Separation” 

Between Church and State? 

In 1802, Thomas Jefferson wrote to the 

Danbury Baptist Association suggesting that 

the First Amendment created a “wall of 

separation between Church & State.” As 

appealing as the wall metaphor is to 

contemporary activists, it obscures far more 

than it illuminates. 

For starters, Jefferson did not help draft or 

ratify the First Amendment, so it is not clear 

why his understanding of it should be 

privileged. What’s more, his letter was a 

profoundly political document, not a 

principled statement of Jefferson’s 

constitutional views. And, finally, in his 

public life, Jefferson did not act as if 

religion had no place in the public square. 

Instead, the Ten Commandments have 

always been regarded as a foundation of 

American law. 

The Ten Commandments’ counsel to 

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” 

(Exodus 20:8) is a perfect example. For 

example, colonial and state legislatures 

regularly prohibited work on Sunday. 

Indeed, 49 of 50 states retained statutes as 

late as 1961 under which they were found to 

be constitutionally permissible. 

Although the Ten Commandments were not 

specifically cited at the Constitutional 

Convention or ratification debates, the 

convention delegates met every day of the 

week except Sunday. In short, there can be 

no doubt that the Third or Fourth 

Commandment, depending on the 

numbering scheme, was a source for a great 

deal of legislation and a constitutional 

provision. 

Are Schools Different? 

The Supreme Court rightly recognizes 

its obligation to be “particularly vigilant in 

monitoring compliance with the 

Establishment Clause in elementary and 

secondary schools.” But unlike mandatory 

religious activity as part of a public school’s 

curriculum, such as Bible readings and the 

recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, found by the 

Court to violate the Constitution, 

or religious prayer led by clergy during a 

middle-school graduation, H.B. 71 mandates 

only that the Ten Commandments 

be displayed. No student must study, recite, 

look at or do anything else with them. 

The Ban is Hostile to Religion 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/22-915_8o6b.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/21-418_i425.pdf__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2l_aDPyU%24
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/danburybaptists
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/366/420/__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2X-9jdoc%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/482/578/__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2BvKL1Pk%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/374/203/__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2XKm880k%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/505/577/__;!!GfxeEQ!QFxXprcStfxUvFmB4M1ZmHc45QSlW-tv9Ocx7MYGKd8qgsz-_fYsLY1Wvt04FLpK8OgSANETKjaCZKi2dGok-l8%24
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H.B. 71 is not intolerant of religious beliefs. 

Schoolchildren should be given the chance 

to learn about the role of the Ten 

Commandments in our country’s history. 

Doing so is also a sign of tolerance to those 

faith traditions that embrace the 

Commandments. By contrast, a ruling by 

this Court to ban displays of the Ten 

Commandments in Louisiana schools has 

blatantly anti-Jewish and anti-Christian 

implications. 

A Victory in Court for Louisiana is 

Proper 

Lacking any reason to bar the display of the 

Decalogue in Louisiana public-school 

classrooms, the 5th Circuit should reverse 

the lower court’s order preventing H.B. 71 

from going fully into effect so that students 

in the state can contemplate those eternal 

truths, which have shaped our nation’s laws 

and civil society and continue to guide 

people today. 

 

Andrea M. Picciotti – Bayer 

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/ten-commandments-louisiana-bayer  
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Defending Women from Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological 

Truth to The Federal Government 

 

By the authority vested in me as President 

by the Constitution and the laws of the 

United States of America, including section 

7301 of title 5, United States Code, it is 

hereby ordered: 

Section 1.  Purpose.  Across the country, 

ideologues who deny the biological reality 

of sex have increasingly used legal and other 

socially coercive means to permit men to 

self-identify as women and gain access to 

intimate single-sex spaces and activities 

designed for women, from women’s 

domestic abuse shelters to women’s 

workplace showers.  This is wrong.  Efforts 

to eradicate the biological reality of sex 

fundamentally attack women by depriving 

them of their dignity, safety, and well-

being.  The erasure of sex in language and 

policy has a corrosive impact not just on 

women but on the validity of the entire 

American system.  Basing Federal policy on 

truth is critical to scientific inquiry, public 

safety, morale, and trust in government 

itself. 

This unhealthy road is paved by an ongoing 

and purposeful attack against the ordinary 

and longstanding use and understanding of 

biological and scientific terms, replacing the 

immutable biological reality of sex with an 

internal, fluid, and subjective sense of self 

unmoored from biological 

facts.  Invalidating the true and biological 

category of “woman” improperly transforms 

laws and policies designed to protect sex-

based opportunities into laws and policies 

that undermine them, replacing 

longstanding, cherished legal rights and 

values with an identity-based, inchoate 

social concept. 

 

Accordingly, my Administration will defend 

women’s rights and protect freedom of 

conscience by using clear and accurate 

language and policies that recognize women 

are biologically female, and men are 

biologically male.  

Sec. 2.  Policy and Definitions.  It is the 

policy of the United States to recognize two 

sexes, male and female.  These sexes are not 

changeable and are grounded in fundamental 

and incontrovertible reality.  Under my 

direction, the Executive Branch will enforce 

all sex-protective laws to promote this 

reality, and the following definitions shall 

govern all Executive interpretation of and 

application of Federal law and 

administration policy: 

(a)  “Sex” shall refer to an individual’s 

immutable biological classification as either 

male or female.  “Sex” is not a synonym for 

and does not include the concept of “gender 

identity.” 

(b)  “Women” or “woman” and “girls” or 

“girl” shall mean adult and juvenile human 

females, respectively. 

(c)  “Men” or “man” and “boys” or “boy” 

shall mean adult and juvenile human males, 

respectively. 

(d)  “Female” means a person belonging, at 

conception, to the sex that produces the 

large reproductive cell. 

(e)  “Male” means a person belonging, at 

conception, to the sex that produces the 

small reproductive cell. 
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(f)  “Gender ideology” replaces the 

biological category of sex with an ever-

shifting concept of self-assessed gender 

identity, permitting the false claim that 

males can identify as and thus become 

women and vice versa, and requiring all 

institutions of society to regard this false 

claim as true.  Gender ideology includes the 

idea that there is a vast spectrum of genders 

that are disconnected from one’s 

sex.  Gender ideology is internally 

inconsistent, in that it diminishes sex as an 

identifiable or useful category but 

nevertheless maintains that it is possible for 

a person to be born in the wrong sexed body. 

(g)  “Gender identity” reflects a fully 

internal and subjective sense of self, 

disconnected from biological reality and sex 

and existing on an infinite continuum, that 

does not provide a meaningful basis for 

identification and cannot be recognized as a 

replacement for sex. 

Sec. 3.  Recognizing Women Are 

Biologically Distinct From Men.  (a)  Within 

30 days of the date of this order, the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services 

shall provide to the U.S. Government, 

external partners, and the public clear 

guidance expanding on the sex-based 

definitions set forth in this order. 

(b)  Each agency and all Federal employees 

shall enforce laws governing sex-based 

rights, protections, opportunities, and 

accommodations to protect men and women 

as biologically distinct sexes.  Each agency 

should therefore give the terms “sex”, 

“male”, “female”, “men”, “women”, “boys” 

and “girls” the meanings set forth in section 

2 of this order when interpreting or applying 

statutes, regulations, or guidance and in all 

other official agency business, documents, 

and communications. 

(c)  When administering or enforcing sex-

based distinctions, every agency and all 

Federal employees acting in an official 

capacity on behalf of their agency shall use 

the term “sex” and not “gender” in all 

applicable Federal policies and documents. 

(d)  The Secretaries of State and Homeland 

Security, and the Director of the Office of 

Personnel Management, shall implement 

changes to require that government-issued 

identification documents, including 

passports, visas, and Global Entry cards, 

accurately reflect the holder’s sex, as 

defined under section 2 of this order; and the 

Director of the Office of Personnel 

Management shall ensure that applicable 

personnel records accurately report Federal 

employees’ sex, as defined by section 2 of 

this order. 

(e)  Agencies shall remove all statements, 

policies, regulations, forms, 

communications, or other internal and 

external messages that promote or otherwise 

inculcate gender ideology, and shall cease 

issuing such statements, policies, 

regulations, forms, communications or other 

messages.  Agency forms that require an 

individual’s sex shall list male or female, 

and shall not request gender 

identity.  Agencies shall take all necessary 

steps, as permitted by law, to end the Federal 

funding of gender ideology. 

(f)  The prior Administration argued that the 

Supreme Court’s decision in Bostock v. 

Clayton County (2020), which addressed 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

requires gender identity-based access to 

single-sex spaces under, for example, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 

Act.  This position is legally untenable and 

has harmed women.  The Attorney General 

shall therefore immediately issue guidance 

to agencies to correct the misapplication of 

the Supreme Court’s decision in Bostock v. 

Clayton County (2020) to sex-based 

distinctions in agency activities.  In addition, 

the Attorney General shall issue guidance 
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and assist agencies in protecting sex-based 

distinctions, which are explicitly permitted 

under Constitutional and statutory 

precedent. 

(g)  Federal funds shall not be used to 

promote gender ideology.  Each agency shall 

assess grant conditions and grantee 

preferences and ensure grant funds do not 

promote gender ideology. 

Sec. 4.  Privacy in Intimate Spaces.  (a)  The 

Attorney General and Secretary of 

Homeland Security shall ensure that males 

are not detained in women’s prisons or 

housed in women’s detention centers, 

including through amendment, as necessary, 

of Part 115.41 of title 28, Code of Federal 

Regulations and interpretation guidance 

regarding the Americans with Disabilities 

Act. 

(b)  The Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development shall prepare and submit for 

notice and comment rulemaking a policy to 

rescind the final rule entitled “Equal Access 

in Accordance with an Individual’s Gender 

Identity in Community Planning and 

Development Programs” of September 21, 

2016, 81 FR 64763, and shall submit for 

public comment a policy protecting women 

seeking single-sex rape shelters.  

(c)  The Attorney General shall ensure that 

the Bureau of Prisons revises its policies 

concerning medical care to be consistent 

with this order, and shall ensure that no 

Federal funds are expended for any medical 

procedure, treatment, or drug for the purpose 

of conforming an inmate’s appearance to 

that of the opposite sex. 

(d)  Agencies shall effectuate this policy by 

taking appropriate action to ensure that 

intimate spaces designated for women, girls, 

or females (or for men, boys, or males) are 

designated by sex and not identity. 

Sec. 5.  Protecting Rights.  The Attorney 

General shall issue guidance to ensure the 

freedom to express the binary nature of sex 

and the right to single-sex spaces in 

workplaces and federally funded entities 

covered by the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  In 

accordance with that guidance, the Attorney 

General, the Secretary of Labor, the General 

Counsel and Chair of the Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission, and each other 

agency head with enforcement 

responsibilities under the Civil Rights Act 

shall prioritize investigations and litigation 

to enforce the rights and freedoms 

identified. 

Sec. 6.  Bill Text.  Within 30 days of the date 

of this order, the Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs shall present to the 

President proposed bill text to codify the 

definitions in this order. 

Sec. 7.  Agency Implementation and 

Reporting.  (a)  Within 120 days of the date 

of this order, each agency head shall submit 

an update on implementation of this order to 

the President, through the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget.  That 

update shall address: 

(i)   changes to agency documents, including 

regulations, guidance, forms, and 

communications, made to comply with this 

order; and 

(ii)  agency-imposed requirements on 

federally funded entities, including 

contractors, to achieve the policy of this 

order. 

(b)  The requirements of this order 

supersede conflicting provisions in any 

previous Executive Orders or Presidential 

Memoranda, including but not limited to 

Executive Orders 13988 of January 20, 

2021, 14004 of January 25, 2021, 14020 and 

14021 of March 8, 2021, and 14075 of June 

15, 2022.  These Executive Orders are 

hereby rescinded, and the White House 



206 
 

Gender Policy Council established by 

Executive Order 14020 is dissolved. 

(c)  Each agency head shall promptly 

rescind all guidance documents inconsistent 

with the requirements of this order or the 

Attorney General’s guidance issued pursuant 

to this order, or rescind such parts of such 

documents that are inconsistent in such 

manner.  Such documents include, but are 

not limited to: 

(i)    “The White House Toolkit on 

Transgender Equality”; 

(ii)   the Department of Education’s 

guidance documents including: 

(A)  “2024 Title IX Regulations: Pointers for 

Implementation” (July 2024); 

(B)  “U.S. Department of Education Toolkit: 

Creating Inclusive and Nondiscriminatory 

School Environments for LGBTQI+ 

Students”; 

(C)  “U.S. Department of Education 

Supporting LGBTQI+ Youth and Families in 

School” (June 21, 2023); 

(D)  “Departamento de Educación de 

EE.UU.  Apoyar a los jóvenes y familias 

LGBTQI+ en la escuela” (June 21, 2023); 

(E)  “Supporting Intersex Students: A 

Resource for Students, Families, and 

Educators” (October 2021); 

(F)  “Supporting Transgender Youth in 

School” (June 2021); 

(G)  “Letter to Educators on Title IX’s 49th 

Anniversary” (June 23, 2021); 

(H)  “Confronting Anti-LGBTQI+ 

Harassment in Schools: A Resource for 

Students and Families” (June 2021); 

(I)  “Enforcement of Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972 With 

Respect to Discrimination Based on Sexual 

Orientation and Gender Identity in Light of 

Bostock v. Clayton County” (June 22, 

2021); 

(J)  “Education in a Pandemic: The 

Disparate Impacts of COVID-19 on 

America’s Students” (June 9, 2021); and 

(K)  “Back-to-School Message for 

Transgender Students from the U.S. Depts 

of Justice, Education, and HHS” (Aug. 17, 

2021); 

(iii)  the Attorney General’s Memorandum 

of March 26, 2021 entitled “Application 

of Bostock v. Clayton County to Title IX of 

the Education Amendments of 1972″; and 

(iv)  the Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on 

Harassment in the Workplace” (April 29, 

2024). 

Sec. 8.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in 

this order shall be construed to impair or 

otherwise affect: 

(i)    the authority granted by law to an 

executive department or agency, or the head 

thereof; or 

(ii)   the functions of the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget relating 

to budgetary, administrative, or legislative 

proposals. 

(b)  This order shall be implemented 

consistent with applicable law and subject to 

the availability of appropriations. 

(c)  This order is not intended to, and does 

not, create any right or benefit, substantive 

or procedural, enforceable at law or in 

equity by any party against the United 

States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 

its officers, employees, or agents, or any 

other person. 
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(d)  If any provision of this order, or the 

application of any provision to any person or 

circumstance, is held to be invalid, the 

remainder of this order and the application 

of its provisions to any other persons or 

circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 

The White House 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-

ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government/  
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Manipulating the Deposit of Faith 

 

Some well-meaning Catholics are prone to advocate unapproved additions to the Deposit of 

Faith in response to attacks on the Deposit. 

 

During the past 60 years progressive 

Catholics have been engaged in an intense 

effort to remove from the Deposit of Faith 

beliefs and practices they find distasteful. 

Whether it be a rejection of the Real 

Presence or attempts to drop the teaching 

against artificial contraception, these 

Catholics have been hell-bent (literally) on 

transforming our faith into something more 

palatable to the modern zeitgeist by clearing 

away anything offensive to modern ears. 

In response, orthodox Catholics have been 

fighting a rearguard action to keep those 

challenged beliefs and practices alive and 

intact. Too often being an orthodox Catholic 

today feels like a series of defensive battles 

against subtractions from the Deposit of 

Faith. It would be nice to be on the offensive 

for once. 

Maybe that’s why some well-meaning 

Catholics, particularly traditional Catholics 

(which I consider myself), are prone to 

leaving the defense aside in order to 

advocate unapproved additions to the 

Deposit of Faith. These come in the form of 

authoritative-sounding claims that “the 

Church teaches…”—although the Church 

has in reality never definitively taught what 

is being claimed. 

The two main examples that come to 

mind are beliefs in a literal six-day creation 

and the impossibility of the existence of 

extraterrestrial intelligent life. In certain 

traditional Catholic circles, these two beliefs 

are presented as definitive teachings to 

which every Catholic must adhere. To reject 

them is to reject the teachings of Christ and 

thus put one’s soul in jeopardy. 

The problem is that these claims are simply 

not true. The Church has not made any 

official definitive declarations on either of 

these topics. Catholics are free to hold 

various—and opposing—views with regard 

to creation and aliens. At first, this flexibility 

seems at odds with our understanding of the 

Church; after all, isn’t the Church the “pillar 

and foundation of truth” (1 Timothy 3:15)? 

Isn’t it the steady rock on which we place 

our faith? Isn’t it just progressives who think 

Catholic teachings are optional? 

However, many things in life—most things, 

in fact—are not bound by specific 

authoritative Church teachings. We certainly 

have teachings we must adhere to, such as 

the doctrine of the Trinity or the perpetual 

virginity of Mary. We have moral teachings 

we must follow, including the sinfulness of 

sexual relations outside marriage and the 

immorality of murder. But the Church does 

not spend her time declaring a definitive 

teaching on every matter under the sun; she 

allows us as rational beings to make our own 

determinations on most matters. This 

includes the time it took for the earth to be 

formed and whether extraterrestrial 

intelligent life exists.  

For centuries most Catholics believed that 

the earth was created in six literal 24-hour 

days. If you look at the writings of the 

Church Fathers as well the writings of 

theologians and saints throughout the 

Middle Ages, you will find an assumption 

among the vast majority of them (but not all) 
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that this is how God created the world. What 

you will not find, however, is any official 

Church teaching that this is the case. Never 

does a pope or ecumenical council define 

the exact timeframe God used to create the 

world, nor the overall age of the earth.  

And by the 19th century, when scientific 

findings strongly suggested that the world 

was formed over a much longer period of 

time, the Church herself did not condemn 

these findings but instead recognized that 

they did not contradict the teachings of the 

Church on creation. It was fundamentalist 

Protestants who reacted to the scientific 

findings to insist on a literal six-day 

creation, not Catholics.  

This is not to say that a Catholic must reject 

belief in six-day creation. The Church leaves 

it up to the individual to form his own 

opinion on this subject. So a Catholic is free 

to believe the world is just 6,000 years old 

and was formed in 144 hours. But he may 

not claim the Church requires this belief. 

The other hot debate in recent years is the 

possibility of extraterrestrial intelligent life. 

For many, this is a speculative topic that 

doesn’t really matter—who cares if E.T. 

exists millions of light years away? That has 

no impact on my life here. But the possible 

existence of intelligent life outside the 

human race and the angelic host does have 

serious theological implications that at least 

theologians would be wise not to ignore. 

There are good theological arguments why 

such life is not possible (plus some good 

arguments why it is possible), but these are 

simply arguments, not definitive teachings. 

Here too the Church has been silent, so 

Catholics are free to decide if they believe 

such life is possible or not (they are also free 

to ignore the matter). To claim otherwise is 

to go beyond what the Church herself has 

claimed. It’s magisterial “fake news.” 

I want to be clear: I’m sympathetic to the 

reasons behind why Catholics might resist 

both an old earth and the existence of aliens. 

There’s no question that both beliefs have 

been used in attempts to undermine the 

Catholic Faith and the faith of Catholics. 

Many who promote the old age of the 

universe also promote atheistic 

understandings of how our world came to 

be; it has become the atheist’s own Creation 

Story to replace Genesis. Evolution makes 

God unnecessary for many people.  

I’m sympathetic to the reasons behind 

why Catholics might resist both an old 

earth and the existence of aliens. 

Of course, one can believe in an old earth 

while rejecting the Darwinian evolutionary 

explanation for the origin of life (see, for 

example, A Catholic Case for Intelligent 

Design by Fr. Martin Hilbert or The Realist 

Guide to Religion and Science by Fr. Paul 

Robinson, both written by Catholic priests 

who are the furthest thing from 

“progressive”). Yet too often an old earth is 

used as “proof” that God doesn’t exist—so 

much so that countless people today 

subscribe to the notion that religion and 

science are fundamentally opposed (a notion 

the Church has always rejected). 

Likewise, some who embrace the idea of 

extraterrestrial intelligent life in the 

universe—and even aliens among us—fall 

into New Age and other anti-Catholic belief 

systems. UFO-chasing has become a type of 

religion, leading people away from the true 

religion of Catholicism. Just a cursory look 

at stories of supposed alien encounters often 

reveals a spiritual underpinning, making it 

reasonable to believe that at least some 

“aliens” are actually demons in disguise.  

So it’s understandable that some Catholics 

completely reject both an old earth and 

extraterrestrial intelligent life, and then 

https://www.amazon.com/Catholic-Case-Intelligent-Design/dp/1637120710/
https://www.amazon.com/Catholic-Case-Intelligent-Design/dp/1637120710/
https://www.amazon.com/Realist-Guide-Religion-Science/dp/0852449224/
https://www.amazon.com/Realist-Guide-Religion-Science/dp/0852449224/
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claim the Church definitively backs them 

up. 

Catholics, however, must adhere to the 

Deposit of Faith, no more, no less. Just as 

we cannot subtract from it, neither can we 

add to it. We don’t combat the erroneous 

conclusions that non-Catholics make 

regarding the earth’s creation or alien life by 

making false claims about Church teachings. 

Rather, we only go as far as the Church 

goes, allowing what the Church has not 

condemned.  

If you are Catholic and want to believe the 

earth was created in six days and that alien 

life is impossible, have at it. Argue for your 

views all you want. But don’t begrudge or 

attack Catholics as unfaithful who might not 

join along. According to the Church herself, 

believing the earth was formed over millions 

of years or that other intelligent life exists in 

the universe is no knock on one’s 

faithfulness. Progressives attempt to change 

the Deposit of Faith by removing beliefs. 

Don’t become the other side of the coin by 

trying to add your own personal views to 

that sacred Deposit. 

 

Eric Sammons 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/manipulating-the-deposit-of-faith  
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Not Ashamed of Catholic Schooling: Interview with Kairos Montessori 

Founder 

 

Henry Wigan is the co-founder of Mustard 

Seed + Partners, a private equity firm that 

supports companies in creating solutions for 

the most significant social and 

environmental challenges. 

However, a project that is perhaps closer to 

his heart, which he has led alongside his 

wife Candida, is the founding of Kairos 

Montessori in 2017—an all-through school 

located in the picturesque fishing town of 

Cascais, just outside Lisbon. 

Montessori pedagogy, the work of the 20th-

century polymath Maria Montessori, is the 

guiding principle for the curriculum of the 

school. But the beating heart of the school is 

its Catholic faith. Henry, along with Candida 

and Inês de la Mata, both directors at Kairos, 

attended St Julian’s International in the 

neighbouring parish of Carcavelos. When 

the time came for their own children to at 

tend, they were shocked by the school’s 

secularisation and realised they were 

looking for something different. 

Kairos, meaning the right or critical moment 

in Ancient Greek, could not be further from 

its local international counter parts, which 

have become opulent exam factories bereft 

of Christian influence. For a start, the school 

is sacramentally rich. Holy Mass is 

celebrated daily, Adoration takes place 

monthly, the school’s catechist Filipa Caldas 

leads weekend-long retreats for students 

receiving their First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation, and the school chaplain, Fr 

Mendo, is available weekly for Confession. 

Alongside this active sacramental life is a 

curriculum that echoes the school’s desire to 

be more than culturally Catholic. The 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which 

synthesises Catholic practice with 

Montessori pedagogy through the study of 

the Gospel and the use of sensorially rich 

materials to bring it to life, is taught for at 

least two hours a week across all age groups. 

Theology of the Body sessions are delivered 

to adolescent students. Saints’ days and the 

liturgical calendar are celebrated with 

vigour. 

Henry, an Englishman who speaks perfect 

Portuguese and is the embodiment of the old 

Anglo-Portuguese Alliance, is a busy man. 

Despite being a father of five who runs a 

multinational company, he kindly agreed to 

sit down with me to discuss how Kairos 

came to be. 

How did Kairos begin? 

My wife and I came across the Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd during an exhibit on 

Mother Teresa’s life back in 2015. 

The following year, we received an email 

from a friend and Missionaries of Charity 

priest, Fr Brian Kolodiejchuk. He asked us 

to come to Mother’s canonisation. It didn’t 

make any sense for us to go; at the time, we 

had little money, a young family with 

children going back to school that week, and 

nowhere to stay in Rome. But we felt called 

to go, so we just went. 

It was after this that everything changed. We 

came home and invited a Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd catechist, Deborah Presser-

Velder, to come to Portugal to help train 

other Good Shepherd catechists. One 

afternoon, we were lamenting about the state 

of education around us. The Catholic 

schools were becoming less Catholic, and 

the secular international schools were 

becoming more secular. We didn’t feel there 

was an educational space around us to be 
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joyful Catholics. Deborah suggested we 

create a Catholic Montessori school. The 

turnaround was tight; the registration for the 

following academic year needed to be 

completed by the next month. Miraculously, 

we found a guide [Montessori term for a 

teacher] and a room, and were able to create 

a Children’s House [the par t of a 

Montessori school for ages 3-6]. We started 

off with 12 children who reminded us of the 

12 apostles. Jesus Christ, under the title of 

the Good Shepherd, was the cornerstone of 

the school. We would never have had the 

audacity to do it without Him. 

Year after year, the school grew to where we 

are today. But ultimately, it was born out of 

the desire to provide the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd, and the beginning of this 

journey was the canonisation of Mother 

Teresa. 

What makes Kairos a special place to 

have your child educated? 

We are a Catholic school and not ashamed 

of being Catholic. That isn’t particularly 

distinctive, though perhaps it is becoming 

more and more rare. 

We are a Montessori school, and what that 

means is we follow each child in their 

educational journey. Each child has their 

own individual learning plan from when 

they begin, aged three, to when they leave 

us, aged 18. We do our best to put their 

education, not exams, at the centre of their 

school experience. 

We do very little exam work right up until 

A-levels, to which we allocate three 

academic years. We are trying to allow them 

to explore their interests and the big 

questions of life for as long as possible, 

rather than just becoming ver y skilled at 

answering exam questions. 

One of the aspects of being Christian is 

being exclusively under the sovereignty of 

God, so we value our liberties. We want to 

see this reflected in the school setting, and 

therefore believe that throwing exams at 

them from the age of 11, as is increasingly 

the case with schools adopting a five-year 

GCSE programme, is constricting these 

liberties. We believe our students all have 

unique God-given talents, and we want our 

school to reflect and nurture that reality. 

The school describes itself as “low 

technology”. Could you explain? 

When we say low technology, we mean that 

we have to be specific about when we use 

technology; it should be an irreplaceable 

utility in the contexts in which it is used. 

For example, our students would not use a 

desktop computer to write an essay when 

they could write by hand. Exams are 

generally written by hand, and there is a 

wealth of evidence to suggest there is a 

neurological link between the way you think 

and how you write, so we would not see the 

benefit of imposing technology in that 

context. 

A photography course at Kairos would start 

with learning about analogue cameras but 

would develop into using digital cameras. 

In that context, we deliberately choose to 

use technology, rather than just assuming its 

necessity. 

Your first set of students is now 

embarking on their A-level courses. If 

they were not to achieve academic 

success, would that be a failure for the 

school? 

We want our students to be well-formed 

individuals and well-placed in society. For 

some students, going down the traditional 

route of A-level exams and then on to 

university is clearly not the right path. Some 

may be better suited to vocational training 
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and could become excellent in their chosen 

field. 

However, when I look at our first six 

students who will be taking A-levels, I 

would be quite surprised if they do not all go 

on to top universities. Academically, they 

are a strong group. 

But the thing we care about most is that we 

have confident and joyful learners, and that 

comes from having a strong community with 

a healthy prayer life. 

Ultimately, the measure of our success is our 

prayer life. 

 

Thomas Edwards 

https://thecatholicherald.com/not-ashamed-of-being-a-catholic-school/  
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Catholics Should Care About Labour’s Attack on Latin in Schools 

 

The Labour government seems to be taking 

a very ideological approach to education 

policy, apparently reversing many of the 

policies of the previous Conservative 

administration on principle. 

The champion of traditional discipline and 

rigour, headmistress Katherine Birbalsingh, 

recently laid out the strands of the new 

approach in the Spectator. One that should 

be of particular concern for Catholics is the 

attack on the teaching of Latin. 

They are ending a scheme, costing a tiny £4 

million and which enabled a number of state 

schools to fund the subject, half-way 

through the academic year, meaning that 

those children, including many in deprived 

areas, who have invested scores of hours in 

it will be prevented from sitting the GCSE. 

There is something a little unhinged about 

this dislike of Latin. 

It is of a piece with the imposition of VAT 

on school fees – again, in the middle of an 

academic year – and the agenda against fox-

hunting, which no longer actually threatens 

any foxes, fluffy or otherwise, and only 

follows an artificial scent. Independent 

schools and people “hunting” with dogs are 

markers, if often not very accurate ones, of 

class status. So are school uniforms, 

apparently, and so is knowledge of Latin. 

Latin is both cursed and blessed as a marker 

of class. It may be that during the time in 

which “utility” was the watchword of the 

educational establishment, the subject’s 

snob-value saved it from complete 

disappearance. But this inevitably deepened 

the association between Latin and “posh 

schools” – and there is a kind of educational 

radical that sees such markers of status not 

as something which could be made 

accessible to those hitherto shut out from 

them, but simply as badges of the enemy, to 

be attacked wherever they are found. 

If people really do regard Latin as a status-

symbol, then it represents good value-for-

money for those families and schools who 

want to give their children a bit of a boost. 

More prosaically, however, it has solid 

pedagogical advantages. 

It is often said that Latin, and the humanities 

in general, give students “transferable skills” 

that will make them more employable. It’s 

true that Latin will give you a leg up in 

learning modern romance languages, but 

that is a pretty marginal advantage, and this 

is the wrong way to understand the point of 

studying the humanities. 

First, more so than other languages, and 

more like Maths and the sciences, 

proficiency in Latin is difficult to fake. This 

means that Latin qualifications are respected 

as indications of intelligence and attainment. 

The role of public examinations and degrees 

of all kinds in furnishing students with 

outward signs simply of being bright and 

diligent, as opposed to giving them specific 

knowledge and skills which may be useful 

in the world of work, is one of education’s 

embarrassing little secrets – but it is clearly 

true. 

Secondly, the study of any serious and 

rigorous subject is a training for the mind. It 

is not that understanding the difference 

between the meanings of different 

grammatical forms is a “transferable skill”; 

it is that acquiring this understanding is a 

training in careful and subtle thinking. It 

makes you the kind of person who can see 

that there are such things as subtle 

differences, and that these can be important, 

and that it can be worth sweating over them 

https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/what-problem-is-the-education-secretary-trying-to-solve/
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/what-problem-is-the-education-secretary-trying-to-solve/
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a bit to get them right, in whatever 

department of life one might find them. 

Thirdly, Latin is the doorway to the 

patrimony of Western culture, just as 

Classical Arabic is for Islamic culture, and 

Sanskrit is for Indian culture. It is absurd to 

be embarrassed about this, and equally 

absurd to get caught up in a debate about 

whether one culture is better than another. 

For the society currently subject to the 

diktats of the British government, Western 

culture is both the overwhelmingly 

dominant culture and the only common 

culture, and it follows that we should give 

children access to it. We can simultaneously 

acknowledge the importance of Arabic and 

Sanskrit too. 

This is true for everyone living in a society 

of European culture, and in the era of mass 

media, the only people not subject to the 

influence of art, films and songs loaded with 

classical themes and references are members 

of un-contacted tribes in the Amazon – and 

perhaps not even them. 

But this culture has a special importance for 

Catholics, for Latin is not only the language 

of the Caesars, of Roman Law, and of 

Enlightenment science: it is also the 

language of the Catholic Church. This is not 

a question limited to the liturgy: the Church 

as a society has a common culture, which 

overlaps with national and local cultures, 

and this culture is not English or French or 

German, but Latin. 

It is in Latin that we find the history of the 

culture, its poetry, its law, its philosophy, its 

bawdy songs and its most elevated thought: 

not all of it, but the vast majority of it, and 

the most influential examples. It is for these 

reasons that Pope John Paul II remarked in 

1980: “The Roman Church has special 

obligations towards Latin, the splendid 

language of ancient Rome, and she must 

manifest them whenever the occasion 

presents itself” (Dominicae Cenae). 

The point can be obscured in school Latin, 

which has over the centuries sought to avoid 

association with the Catholic Faith. The so-

called Golden Age of the language, an 

almost comically brief, if influential, 

moment in its long and continuing history, is 

given absolute priority over everything else, 

leading to absurd results. Teaching Latin 

through Virgil (as happens even at GCSE) is 

like teaching English as a foreign language 

through the Metaphysical Poets. 

On the other hand, Latin is currently 

experiencing a revival, and many innovative 

approaches to teaching it are being tested, 

including the “spoken method”, treating it 

more like a modern language. Readers who 

are inspired to look into Latin courses will 

find online options on the Latin Mass 

Society website, and through language-

learning resources popping up on Twitter/X. 

The Education Minister Bridget Phillipson 

should beware: if Latin is a dead language, 

that may mean it is actually all the more 

difficult to kill. 

 

Joseph Shaw 

https://thecatholicherald.com/catholics-should-care-about-labours-attack-on-latin-in-schools/  

 

 

 

https://lms.org.uk/node/7849
https://x.com/latinedisce
https://x.com/latinedisce
https://thecatholicherald.com/catholics-should-care-about-labours-attack-on-latin-in-schools/
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Supreme Court Will Decide on Parental Right to Shield Children from 

Gender Ideology in School 

 

The United States Supreme Court agreed to 

hear a case that will determine whether 

parents have a right to opt their children out 

of public school coursework that promotes 

homosexuality, transgenderism, and sexual 

content. 

Catholic, Orthodox, and Muslim parents are 

suing the Montgomery County, Maryland, 

Board of Education over a policy that 

prohibits parents from opting their children 

out of coursework that promotes gender 

ideology to children as young as 3 or 4 years 

old. 

Supreme Court justices will likely hear the 

religious freedom case this spring. 

The parents, who are represented by the 

Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, have 

argued that the board’s refusal to allow opt-

outs violates their First Amendment right to 

direct the religious upbringing of their 

children. The parents argue that the concepts 

promoted in the coursework conflict with 

their religious beliefs. 

“The school board has pushed inappropriate 

gender indoctrination on our children 

instead of focusing on the fundamental areas 

of education that they need to thrive,” Grace 

Morrison, who serves on the board of the 

Kids First association, said in a statement. 

“I pray the Supreme Court will stop this 

injustice, allow parents to raise their 

children according to their faith, and restore 

common sense in Maryland once again,” 

Morrison said. 

 

 

One book called “Pride Puppy!” teaches 

preschool children the alphabet with a story 

about a homosexual pride parade, which 

introduces children to words like “drag 

queen,” “leather,” and “zipper.” It also 

introduces young children to Marsha B. 

Johnson — a drag queen, gay rights activist, 

and temporarily a prostitute. 

The lawsuit was filed in May 2023. 

The school district decided in October 

2024 to remove “Pride Puppy!” and one 

other book from the school curriculum but 

kept them in libraries. Numerous other 

books that promote gender ideology still 

remain in the mandatory curriculum for all 

students.  

“Cramming down controversial gender 

ideology on 3-year-olds without their 

parents’ permission is an affront to our 

nation’s traditions, parental rights, and basic 

human decency,” Eric Baxter, vice president 

and senior counsel at Becket, said in a 

statement. 

“The court must make clear: Parents, not the 

state, should be the ones deciding how and 

when to introduce their children to sensitive 

issues about gender and sexuality,” Baxter 

added.  

The parents are not seeking to have the 

books banned from the school but rather are 

asking for the opportunity to opt their 

children out of the coursework. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254520/muslim-led-parents-group-protests-lgbt-curriculum-mandate-in-maryland-school-system
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/254520/muslim-led-parents-group-protests-lgbt-curriculum-mandate-in-maryland-school-system
https://becketfund.org/media/breaking-supreme-court-to-decide-if-parents-can-opt-kids-out-of-pride-storybooks/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/260055/maryland-school-district-pulls-lgbtq-books-amid-legal-battle-before-supreme-court
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/260055/maryland-school-district-pulls-lgbtq-books-amid-legal-battle-before-supreme-court
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A survey released by Becket earlier this 

week found that 77% of Americans believe 

parents should be able to opt their children 

out of public school coursework that 

promotes concepts of gender identity and 

sexuality that conflict with the religious 

beliefs of the parents. Only 23% of people 

disagreed with opt-outs. 

 

Tyler Arnold 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261635/supreme-court-will-decide-on-parental-

right-to-shield-children-from-gender-ideology-in-school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261611/becket-survey-overall-support-for-religious-liberty-grew-in-2024
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261635/supreme-court-will-decide-on-parental-right-to-shield-children-from-gender-ideology-in-school
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261635/supreme-court-will-decide-on-parental-right-to-shield-children-from-gender-ideology-in-school
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ACLU Files Suit Against West Virginia Over $5 Million Grant to Catholic 

Trade College 

 

The American Humanist Association 

(AHA) filed a lawsuit to block West 

Virginia from awarding a $5 million grant to 

the College of St. Joseph the Worker — a 

Catholic trade college based in Steubenville, 

Ohio, that hopes to expand into the state. 

St. Joseph the Worker, which offers a 

bachelor’s degree in Catholic studies 

and teaches trades related to 

construction, intends to use the grant to 

develop a construction company that would 

employ students in the northern part of West 

Virginia and expand its job training and 

education opportunities into the state. 

The AHA, which is represented by the 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of 

West Virginia, contends in its lawsuit that 

the grant violates the state constitution’s 

guarantee of freedom of religion because it 

requires that taxpayers fund a Catholic 

college. 

AHA executive director Fish Stark said in a 

statement that “no one should have to pay 

taxes to fund someone else’s religion.” 

“Humanists believe deeply in the freedom of 

conscience, and this attempt to force West 

Virginia taxpayers to fund religious activity 

is an offense against the Constitution and 

common sense,” Stark added.  

“As a former West Virginia resident, I 

believe ‘Mountaineers Are Always Free’ 

means your faith is your business — no one 

else, and certainly not the government, has 

the right to push it on you,” he said. 

Secular humanism is a nontheistic 

philosophy that suggests humans can 

develop ethical codes absent of God or 

religion.  

The lawsuit was filed against the West 

Virginia Water Development Authority, 

which is the agency that approved the grant 

to support economic development. In a 

statement provided to CNA, agency officials 

declined to comment on the lawsuit, adding: 

“Any comments … will be made in public 

court filings or other public disclosures.” 

St. Joseph the Worker is not named as a 

plaintiff in the lawsuit. A spokesperson for 

the college could not be reached for 

comment by the time of publication. 

The lawsuit cites Article III of the West 

Virginia Constitution, which is the state’s 

Bill of Rights, to justify its lawsuit.  

Section 15 of the article, which guarantees 

religious freedom, states that “no man shall 

be compelled to frequent or support any 

religious worship, place, or ministry.” It 

further prohibits “any tax for the erection or 

repair of any house for public worship or for 

the support of any church or ministry.” 

The lawsuit asserts the grant program from 

which St. Joseph the Worker would receive 

the funding — the Economic Enhancement 

Grant Fund — “is funded, in part, by 

appropriations levied against the taxpayers 

of West Virginia.” The grant was created 

with funds from the federal American 

Rescue Plan Act. 

“[The AHA] has been negatively impacted 

as a result of this violation, as their members 

have been required to fund and support a 

religious practice contrary to their shared 

beliefs and their constitutional right to 

freedom of, and from, religion,” the lawsuit 

asserts. 

https://www.acluwv.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aha_complaint_1.13.25.pdf
https://www.collegeofstjoseph.com/
https://www.ncregister.com/news/training-for-the-trades-school-named-for-st-joseph-the-worker-to-open-in-2023-ceaq7d0m
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261301/west-virginia-awards-catholic-trade-college-5-dollars-million-grant-for-expansion
https://www.acluwv.org/en/press-releases/aclu-wv-american-humanists-challenge-5-million-water-funds-grant-radically-catholic
https://www.acluwv.org/en/press-releases/aclu-wv-american-humanists-challenge-5-million-water-funds-grant-radically-catholic
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/wv_con.cfm#articleIII
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/wv_con.cfm#articleIII
http://www.wvwda.org/programs.html
http://www.wvwda.org/programs.html
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St. Joseph the Worker offers instruction in 

several trades: heating, ventilation, and air 

conditioning (HVAC); carpentry; masonry; 

electrical; and plumbing. The proposed 

nonprofit construction company would 

employ students learning those trades to 

revitalize the region. 

Some of the funding would also support St. 

Joseph the Worker purchasing training 

facilities in Weirton, West Virginia, which 

borders Steubenville, Ohio. It would also 

support partnerships with tradesmen and 

contractors in West Virginia to place 

apprentices there after graduation. 

The college would also use the funds to 

expand recruitment and scholarship 

opportunities for prospective students in 

West Virginia. 

 

Tyler Arnold 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261603/aclu-files-suit-against-west-virginia-over-5-

dollars-million-grant-to-catholic-trade-college  
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Parents VS. Porn: Supreme Court Hears Challenge to Texas Age-Verification 

Law 

 

COMMENTARY: A major legal battle pits the porn industry’s financial interests against state 

efforts to protect children. 

 

Not that long ago, I attended a small 

gathering where a diocesan representative 

spoke about child protection efforts. 

“Your child doesn’t have to be looking for 

porn. Porn is looking for your child,” he told 

the speechless audience of parents with 

school-age children. Fortunately, a growing 

number of states have passed age-

verification laws to shield under-age eyes. 

On Wednesday morning, the U.S. Supreme 

Court heard a two-hour oral 

argument in Free Speech Coalition v. 

Paxton, the porn industry’s objection to 

Texas’ age-verification law. 

Don’t let the name of the petitioners’ group 

confuse you. This case has little to do with 

free speech and everything to do with 

money. The Free Speech Coalition is a trade 

group representing the $100-billion “adult 

entertainment industry.” The group claims 

the law violates the First Amendment’s free-

speech guarantee for adults by discouraging 

access to pornographic content. 

Give me a break. 

The Texas law does not prevent adults from 

accessing porn. It merely requires websites 

with more than one-third of their content 

classified as “sexual material harmful to 

minors” to verify that users are adults before 

they can access the material. To satisfy the 

mandate, covered sites must implement 

“reasonable age-verification methods” to 

confirm that users are at least 18, and 

display warnings labeling their content as 

harmful to health. 

Counsel for purveyors of porn, none other 

than the Americans for Civil Liberties 

Union, suggested during argument that kids 

are sufficiently protected when parents use 

content-filtering software. 

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, a mother of 

seven, was quick to observe, “Kids can get 

online porn through gaming systems, tablets, 

phones, computers. Let me just say that 

content filtering for all those different 

devices, I can say from personal experience, 

is difficult to keep up with.” 

She added, “I think that the explosion of 

addiction to online porn has shown that 

content filtering isn’t working.” 

Her colleague, Justice Samuel Alito, had a 

similar reaction. “Do you know a lot of 

parents who are more tech-savvy than their 

15-year-old children? C’mon. Be real.” 

Yes. It’s time to be real here. Trying to keep 

your kids from being exposed to online 

pornography is one of the greatest parenting 

challenges today. 

Researchers at the Institute for Family 

Studies recently highlighted some shocking 

statistics: 93% of boys and 63% of girls 

report being exposed to internet 

pornography before the age of 18, with the 

average age of first exposure being 12 years 

old. They continue with the following 

chilling observations: Early exposure to 

pornography is connected to a whole host of 

“negative developmental outcomes” 

including “a greater acceptance of sexual 

harassment, sexual activity at an early 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/argument_transcripts/2024/23-1122_4f15.pdf__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUs0nCMfWY%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/argument_transcripts/2024/23-1122_4f15.pdf__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUs0nCMfWY%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/HB01181H.htm__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsx25LvCQ%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ifstudies.org/blog/what-happens-when-children-are-exposed-to-pornography__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsb9pJqP0%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17405620600562359__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsKkj-qxw%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17405620600562359__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsKkj-qxw%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00224499.2019.1590795__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsalZTWMY%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13229400.2019.1657929__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUskZ-CtcY%24
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age, acceptance of negative attitudes to 

women, unrealistic expectations, skewed 

attitudes of gender roles, greater levels of 

body dissatisfaction, rape 

myths (responsibility for sexual assault to a 

female victim), and sexual aggression.” 

Before the Texas law could even go into 

effect, the Free Speech Coalition sued. 

In the summer of 2023, a federal district 

court issued an order that temporarily barred 

Texas from putting the law into effect. By 

requiring adults to submit personal data to 

access the sites, reasoned U.S. District Judge 

David Ezra, lawful access would be 

discouraged over concerns about identity 

theft and extortion. 

“People will be particularly concerned about 

accessing controversial speech when the 

state government can log and track that 

access.” 

Ezra also focused on the similarity between 

the Texas law and the Child Online 

Protection Act, a federal law that the 

Supreme Court held was likely 

unconstitutional in Ashcroft v. ACLU (2004). 

It was a short-lived order. 

Two judges of a three-judge panel of the 

Fifth Circuit reversed. While noting that the 

Texas law is “very similar” to the Child 

Online Protection Act reviewed by the Court 

in Ashcroft, the majority noted that the 

government had not disputed an important 

issue: the standard of review to be applied. 

Rather than apply strict scrutiny, which 

requires the government to show that a law 

serves a compelling government interest and 

is narrowly drawn to advance that interest, 

as was done by the Court in Ashcroft, the 

majority concluded that a more deferential 

standard of review known as “rational basis” 

review was appropriate. That standard 

requires simply that a law further a 

legitimate state interest and that there be a 

rational connection between that interest and 

the law. 

The panel’s majority was guided by a 

different Supreme Court case, Ginsberg v. 

New York (1968). Applying rational-basis 

review, the Court upheld a New York law 

that criminalized the sale of “girlie” 

magazines to children. Quoting Ginsberg, 

the majority reasoned that “the State has an 

interest in protecting the welfare of children 

and to see that they are safeguarded from 

abuses. For that reason, regulations of the 

distribution of minors of materials obscene 

for minors are subject only to rational-basis 

review.” 

The Biden administration is participating in 

the Supreme Court’s review of the law as a 

“friend of the court” and shared argument 

time on Wednesday. The administration 

agrees with the Coalition that the Texas law 

should be subjected to strict scrutiny and 

recommends that the Court send the matter 

back to the Fifth Circuit — all but dooming 

the law. 

Perhaps in a clumsy attempt to distance 

itself from the porn industry, the 

administration recommends that the Court 

should “make clear that the First 

Amendment does not prohibit Congress and 

the States from adopting appropriately 

tailored measures to prevent children from 

accessing harmful sexual material on the 

Internet.” 

We should applaud Texas and other states 

for enacting sensible age-verification 

standards. At the same time, even these laws 

are not enough. Last year, Pornhub, one of 

the largest adult content websites, shut 

down services in Texas rather than pay to 

implement age-verification measures. It did 

the same at the beginning of this year in 

Florida. 

Almost instantly, online work-arounds 

appeared that guide prospective visitors 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13229400.2019.1657929__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUskZ-CtcY%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/140/Supplement_2/S162/34185?utm_source=TrendMD&utm_medium=TrendMD&utm_campaign=Pediatrics_TrendMD_0*autologincheck=redirected__;Pw!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsyXMIBGw%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/140/Supplement_2/S162/34185?utm_source=TrendMD&utm_medium=TrendMD&utm_campaign=Pediatrics_TrendMD_0*autologincheck=redirected__;Pw!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsyXMIBGw%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.jpedhc.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0891-5245*2819*2930384-0__;JSU!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUs8_W6O00%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0093650208326465__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsObuFKQs%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0093650208326465__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsObuFKQs%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12119-020-09771-z__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsizp7bE8%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12119-020-09771-z__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsizp7bE8%24
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10508-007-9212-1?correlationId=4d9ea02c-da9a-44df-a279-bfae59b39531__;!!GfxeEQ!S2aIxT7ZsX2XJqRCKbR49RktIKaW0Nis3W5vbzNdOIHlyi49CBWnlI-zFsz9EvRQYAGxwdkefMZXesUsuJ8dI5U%24
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from both states to the site. No content filter, 

age-verification requirement, or even the 

voluntary departure of sites from your state 

is a guarantee that young eyes will be safe 

from pornography. After all, as the head of 

child protection in my diocese explained: 

“Your child doesn’t have to be looking for 

porn. Porn is looking for your child.” 

 

Andrea M. Picciotti-Bayer 

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/supreme-court-texas-age-verification-law-bayer  
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State School Pupils in England May Have to Drop GCSE Latin After Funding 

Pulled 

 

State school pupils taking GCSE Latin may 

be forced to drop the subject or even have to 

teach themselves after the government ends 

funding for a popular programme that has 

increased the numbers learning Latin 

across England. 

School leaders, scholars and authors are 

urging the Department for Education to offer 

a reprieve to the Latin 

excellenceprogramme, to enable hundreds of 

students to complete their GCSE courses 

and allow schools time to find additional 

support. 

The DfE announced shortly before 

Christmas that it would end funding in 

February for the programme, which supports 

Latin lessons for more than 8,000 pupils at 

40 non-selective state schools, as part of the 

government’s cost-cutting drive to stabilise 

public finances. 

The cuts mean the programme will no 

longer be able to fund Latin teachers in 

schools from the end of next month, leaving 

some without qualified staff. 

Tom Holland, the award-winning author and 

host of The Rest Is History podcast, said he 

supported continued funding for the 

programme, launched in 2021, arguing that 

Latin should not be abandoned to “posh 

ghettoes” within private schools. 

“It is very difficult to get a handle on vast 

swathes of the humanities if you don’t have 

some knowledge of Latin. A lot of English 

literature is saturated with knowledge of 

Latin. It’s really important to understand the 

history of art, and the language of the church 

is written in Latin,” Holland said. 

“It’s a privilege to have access to that, and 

that is why private schools have always 

specialised in it. It’s seen as precious 

because it is exclusive. And that’s why it’s 

important Latin isn’t kept in a posh ghetto. 

“If it becomes ghettoised, it’s not just that 

the study of Latin or classics is being closed 

off to people who can’t afford to pay for it. 

It’s saying that the study of history and 

literature and art are for posh dilettantes. Is 

that really what the government wants to 

say?” 

Holland noted that the education secretary, 

Bridget Phillipson, “was raised not far from 

Jarrow, where Bede wrote the first history of 

England in Latin. She must be aware of the 

incredible value and heritage that Latin 

represents.” 

Lawrence Foley, the chief executive of the 

Future Academies trust, which administered 

the programme under contract from the DfE, 

said he was most worried that the cuts would 

affect up to 1,000 students in years 10 and 

11 whowere midway through GCSE Latin 

courses. 

Foley said: “You have got this perfect storm 

of schools facing stretched budgets, with 

funding being pulled mid-year, which is a 

nightmare for school leaders who have to 

budget from August to August. 

“We thought [the government] might pull 

funding for the programme because of the 

difficult fiscal situation they are in but we 

didn’t expect this.” 

“For the kids who are in Y10, who are four 

months into their GCSE course, there’s the 

real risk that their school no longer has the 

funding for the subject and so decides to cut 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/england
https://www.theguardian.com/education/department-for-education
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/schools-face-significant-disruption-as-government-culls-latin-scheme/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-rest-is-history/id1537788786
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousands-more-students-to-learn-ancient-and-modern-languages
https://latinexcellence.org/
https://latinexcellence.org/
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it and move them to another subject. Or 

worse than that: the school might have to 

use an unqualified teacher to sit in a room 

and supervise their study.” 

He added: “What we have already seen is 

lots of schools that were part of the 

programme, and were intending to run it 

next year for pupils at GCSE, they are now 

saying they are not going to offer Latin. 

They are saying that they can’t take the risk 

of running the course without specialist 

support.” 

A group of school leaders have written to 

Phillipson asking for funding until August, 

to avoid disrupting GCSE courses and allow 

schools to make new plans. 

The DfE said it would work with the schools 

to minimise the impact on pupils. A 

spokesperson said: “This government is 

putting education back at the forefront of 

national life, with key priorities protected in 

the budget and an additional £2.3bn 

announced for schools. But the £22bn ‘black 

hole’ we inherited means tough decisions are 

needed across the public sector. 

“While a decision has been made not to 

continue the Latin excellence programme 

beyond the end of its contract, our expert-led 

curriculum and assessment review will 

ensure every young person leaves school 

ready for work, life and the future.” 

In a letter to the Guardian, professors and 

heads of departments from leading British 

universities have asked Phillipson to revive 

the programme, saying it has been 

“remarkable” in encouraging students in 

deprived areas to learn Latin. 

Prof Llewelyn Morgan, one of the letter’s 

signatories and professor of classical 

languages and literature at the University of 

Oxford, said Latin should be encouraged as 

“the maths of the humanities”, inspiring 

imagination and enthusiasm among students. 

But Morgan said he suspected the subject 

suffered from an image of elitism, and for 

being seen as a luxury: “People generally 

speaking won’t be up in arms about 

cancelling Latin.” 

William Bearcroft, the head of Latin and 

classics at the Phoenix academy, a state 

secondary in west London with a high 

proportion of students from deprived 

backgrounds, said there was an 

“unapologetic social justice element” to 

teaching Latin through the programme. 

“Latin is perceived as being prestigious and 

difficult. I don’t think it is difficult, and I 

don’t love the prestigious element either, but 

I think there is something powerful about 

students from our context getting a [grade] 7 

or 9 in Latin, a subject that you could 

otherwise only expect from a student who 

probably attended a private school. I think 

that is really important and empowering,” 

Bearcroft said. 

“We give them the chance to excel in a 

challenging qualification, and my hope is 

that they will stand out when they are 

applying for university.” 

 

The Guardian  

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-

to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-

,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20f

unding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning

%20Latin%20across%20England.  

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/axing-the-latin-excellence-scheme-a-classic-mistake
https://www.classics.ox.ac.uk/people/dr-llewelyn-morgan
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20funding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning%20Latin%20across%20England
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20funding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning%20Latin%20across%20England
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20funding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning%20Latin%20across%20England
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20funding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning%20Latin%20across%20England
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/12/state-school-pupils-in-england-may-have-to-drop-gsce-latin-after-funding-pulled#:~:text=2%20months%20old-,State%20school%20pupils%20in%20England%20may%20have,GCSE%20Latin%20after%20funding%20pulled&text=State%20school%20pupils%20taking%20GCSE,numbers%20learning%20Latin%20across%20England
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Jharkhand: Catholic School Targeted in Battle Over Shirts 

 

The strict imposition of the uniform on the girls in class X even on the last day of school has 

become a pretext to accuse the Carmel School that has been operating for 70 years in the 

Dhanbad district. The headmistress told AsiaNews: ‘Only 2% of the students are Christian, 

education in the service of all’. Former students' stance: “Grateful to those who made us what 

we are”. 

 

Ranchi (AsiaNews) - A simple disagreement 

over shirts worn over the school uniforms, in 

the Indian state of Jarkhand, is turning into 

yet another campaign against a Catholic 

educational facility ridden by Hindu 

nationalists. 

At the centre of the controversy is the 

Carmel School in Digwadih, in the district 

of Dhanbad, for an incident that occurred on 

the last day of classes among the girls of 

class X, last 9 January. 

For the students, this day has become Pen 

Day, during which it is customary to sign 

each other's clothing as a farewell message 

at the end of the school term. To do so, the 

girls presented themselves with an ad hoc 

shirt worn over the usual uniform. A gesture 

that the school headmaster Sr. Mary 

Devashree punished by requiring the 80 

students to remove these shirts. 

Fuelled by the usual Hindu nationalist 

circles, the affair quickly turned into a case. 

Complaints from parents and some local 

groups prompted Dhanbad Deputy 

Commissioner Madhwi Mishra to form a 

five-member committee to investigate the 

matter. 

The Jharkhand State Legal Services 

Authority also ordered an investigation and 

requested a report. The National 

Commission for Protection of Children's 

Rights (NCPCR) headed by Priyang 

Kanoongo, a BJP figure who misses no 

opportunity to use this public body to attack 

Christian schools, could not miss the list: he 

too ordered the Child Welfare Committee 

(CWC) to investigate the incident. 

Faced with so much outcry, the sisters of the 

Apostolic Carmel themselves have sent an 

internal investigation, prudently suspending 

the headmistress from her administrative 

responsibilities. ‘If necessary, appropriate 

corrective measures will be recommended,’ 

said Sr Maria Kirti, provincial head of the 

congregation. 

But all this risks losing sight of the service 

that this school has been providing in 

Jharkhand for more than 70 years. The 

Dhanbad administration itself recognised 

this in a statement, while a group of former 

pupils also issued a note calling for the 

defence of this institution established in a 

small village like Digwadih. ‘We owe a deep 

debt of gratitude to the nuns and teachers for 

their work and dedication that made us what 

we are today.’ 

Sr. Mary Devashree - the headmistress who 

ended up under indictment - 

tells AsiaNews that she simply objected to a 

non-school activity and asked to wear the 

regular uniform. ‘In our school,’ she recalls, 

’we have 1,300 pupils and only 2% are 

Christians. The emancipation of girls 

through quality education and an education 

in values has always been the mission of our 

school. The motto of our foundress, Mother 

Veronica, was ‘the education of girls of all 

classes and creeds’ and our education is 

https://www.asianews.it/news-en/India%E2%80%99s-child-protection-commission-focusing-only-on-%E2%80%98conversions-55077.html
https://www.asianews.it/news-en/India%E2%80%99s-child-protection-commission-focusing-only-on-%E2%80%98conversions-55077.html
https://www.asianews.it/news-en/India%E2%80%99s-child-protection-commission-focusing-only-on-%E2%80%98conversions-55077.html
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directed towards the integral development of 

the person. We want to form women capable 

of responding to life's challenges with joy 

and women whose choices and decisions are 

guided by right values'. 

For his part, Archbishop Elias Gonsalves, 

president of the Commission for Education 

and Culture of the Catholic Bishops' 

Conference of India (CBCI), commented to 

AsiaNews: ’The Catholic Church in India 

has been at the forefront in the education of 

girls, and the news that has been spread is 

manipulated. 

 

Nirmala Carvalho  

https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Jharkhand:-Catholic-school-targeted-in-battle-over-shirts-

62299.html  
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Coach Freeman: Faith, Family, and Winning Big at Notre Dame 

 

For fans who cherish Notre Dame’s Catholic identity, Freeman’s success feels like a personal 

victory as he brings back beloved traditions. 

 

Head Coach Marcus Freeman is the hottest 

name in sports right now as his No. 4 ranked 

Fighting Irish (13-1) prepare to face Ohio 

State on January 20 at the Mercedes-Benz 

Stadium in Atlanta. Freeman himself is 

breaking records as the first coach of Black 

and Asian descent to lead a team to the CFP 

National Championship. 

For fans who cherish Notre Dame’s Catholic 

identity, Freeman’s success feels like a 

personal victory. The dynamic 40-year-old 

former Ohio State linebacker, who just 

celebrated his birthday January 10, is 

leading the Irish not only to championship 

contention but also to reclaiming Catholic 

traditions from its storied past. 

Here are 3 reasons to root for Coach 

Freeman and his extraordinary team:  

[1] Freeman puts faith at the forefront 

In 2022, Freeman took a step that aligned 

his personal faith with the university he 

serves, entering the Catholic Church at St. 

Pius X Catholic Church in Granger, Indiana. 

He joined the rest of his family, as his wife 

Joanna and six children were Catholic 

already. 

“Notre Dame will change you if you let it,” 

Freeman said in his first interview as head 

coach back in 2021—words that proved 

prophetic. 

Along with becoming Catholic himself, 

Freeman quickly made other changes to put 

Notre Dame’s Catholic identity first. 

He restored the tradition of football players 

attending Mass together on game days 

before walking together to the stadium.  

And more than 40 members of his team 

attend a weekly Bible study, led by starting 

quarterback Riley Leonard, whose 3,200 

passing yards have helped power the Irish's 

championship run. Leonard credits the Bible 

study for building unity and fellowship 

among the players. 

[2] Freeman makes history for America 

While Freeman is quick to put the focus 

back on his team in interviews, he's made 

history as the first coach of Black and Asian 

descent to reach the collegiate National 

Championship. 

“It is an honor and I hope all coaches, 

minorities, Black, Asian, white, it doesn't 

matter, great people continue to get 

opportunities to lead young men like this,” 

Freeman said after the game. 

[3] Freeman puts people first 

You can’t help but smile when you see 

Freeman’s adorable kids. Yet his knack for 

putting relationships first extends far beyond 

the walls of his family home.  

Freeman is widely known for cultivating 

strong, warm relationships with his players. 

This people-first mentality is considered a 

big reason for his success. One former 

player said: 

Marcus Freeman is like the best big 

brother ever. He makes you feel like 

family, and you know that he cares 

about you. On the field and, more 

https://aleteia.org/2022/09/16/notre-dames-new-football-coach-converts-to-catholicism
https://notredame.rivals.com/news/how-marcus-freeman-showed-he-s-all-in-on-notre-dame-at-irish-hockey-game
https://aleteia.org/2022/04/04/new-notre-dame-football-coach-brings-back-game-day-mass
https://sportsspectrum.com/sport/football/2024/09/03/notre-dame-qb-riley-leonard-relationship-jesus/
https://sports.yahoo.com/notre-dames-marcus-freeman-can-redefine-what-it-means-to-be-a-players-coach-051153865.html
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importantly, off the field, you can tell 

he cares about the whole person. 

Whether the Irish win or lose against the 

Buckeyes on January 20, they’ve already 

won by having a coach who shows the world 

that excellence in sports can go hand in hand 

with authentic relationships and strong 

faith.  

 

Theresa Civantos Barber 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/14/coach-freeman-faith-family-and-winning-big-at-notre-dame  
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Christian Colleges Sue Over Minnesota’s Dual Enrollment Statement of Faith 

Ban 

 

Colleges argue Minnesota’s law excluding faith-based schools from dual enrollment programs 

violates religious freedoms. 

 

An attorney with the Becket Fund for 

Religious Liberty, representing two 

Christian colleges in Minnesota, expressed 

optimism about their case challenging a state 

law they claim infringes upon their rights as 

religious institutions after a December 

hearing. 

The law prevents Crown College and the 

University of Northwestern, St. Paul from 

participating in taxpayer-funded high school 

dual enrollment programs if they require 

students to sign statements of faith. 

“The Supreme Court has ruled three times in 

the last seven years that, when the 

government makes funds available to the 

public generally, you can’t exclude 

participants based on their religion. That’s 

exactly what the Minnesota Department of 

Education has done here,” Attorney Eric 

Baxter told The College Fix. 

Minnesota’s Postsecondary Enrollment 

Options program allows 10th to 12th-grade 

students to take college courses and obtain 

credit tuition-free. Colleges participating in 

the program are reimbursed for the cost of 

teaching those students. 

However, Crown College and the University 

of Northwestern, St. Paul cannot use PSEO 

funds, as they require a faith statement from 

students. 

Baxter told The Fix, “The parties made their 

final arguments in their summary judgment 

briefings, which were finished in early 

November.” 

“On December 9th, we had oral arguments 

in front of the judge. She then took the 

arguments under advisement and said that 

she would be working on writing a final 

opinion,” he said. 

Since then, the judge has asked the parties 

for additional briefing. “The Minnesota 

Department of Education will file additional 

briefs on January 17, 2025, and the Becket 

Fund for Religious Liberty has until January 

31 to respond,” Baxter said. 

“It typically takes 4-6 months for a judge to 

rule,” he said, adding that he expects the 

ruling to “come out sometime this summer.” 

Baxter confirmed that the Becket Fund for 

Religious Liberty will appeal the decision 

should the judge uphold the law. 

The law in question was part of a “sweeping 

education bill that boosted public spending 

for schools by nearly $2.3 billion,” 

according to the Minnesota Reformer. 

It states that, “An eligible institution must 

not require a faith statement from a 

secondary student seeking to enroll in a 

postsecondary course under this section 

during the application process or base any 

part of the admission decision on a student’s 

race, creed, ethnicity, disability, gender, or 

sexual orientation or religious beliefs or 

affiliations.” 

The Becket Fund filed the lawsuit in May 

2023 against the Minnesota Department of 

Education on behalf of the schools and 

https://minnesotareformer.com/2023/06/02/whats-in-minnesotas-2023-education-bill/
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several parents who wish to use PSEO funds 

for their children. 

Two of the parents, Mark and Melinda Loe, 

stated in a news release, “We raise our 

children to put their faith at the center of 

everything they do. Unfortunately, 

Minnesota is depriving kids like ours of the 

opportunity to get a head start on college at 

schools that embrace their faith.” 

“We hope the court will strike this law down 

and protect all religious students and the 

schools they want to attend,” they stated. 

The College Fix reached out to both Crown 

College and the University of Northwestern 

with questions regarding their statement of 

faith requirements and their expectations for 

the case. Both schools deferred all lawsuit-

related questions to the Becket Fund. 

The Fix also contacted the Minnesota 

Department of Education several times over 

the past three weeks with questions about 

the purpose of the law and its implications 

for religious liberty. The MDE has so far not 

responded. 

 

Peter Rao 

https://www.thecollegefix.com/christian-colleges-sue-over-minnesotas-dual-enrollment-

statement-of-faith-ban/  
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There Is a Light That Never Goes Out 

 

The fine-tuning argument for God, which 

details how a multitude of physical variables 

come together to enable human existence, is 

among the strongest an apologist can make 

from the facts of science. The odds of such a 

universe arising randomly are infinitesimal 

and thus strongly point to an omniscient and 

omnipotent Intelligence. 

Some people misconceive God as an 

anthropomorphized myth (or “Sky Daddy”) 

like Zeus or Odin, flying around and 

performing miracles, not as a Prime Mover 

outside time and space with the capacity to 

affect physical reality. 

Many skeptics reject the fine-tuning 

argument, however, because of a 

misconception of science itself. They 

believe that some expert or sophisticated 

robot will eventually show that the universe 

is the product of impersonal forces. Surely, 

some physicist will prove that our universe 

was the product of currently unknown 

natural phenomenon, not an Intelligent 

Designer. 

Writer and classicist Spencer Klavan argues 

in his new book, Light of the Mind, Light of 

the World: Illuminating Science Through 

Faith, that not only does this rebuttal fixate 

on secondary causes instead of primary 

ones, it also betrays an understanding that is 

completely out of sync with modern physics. 

The notion of a scientific method where 

phenomena can be observed and tested has 

largely been superseded. Rather, we have 

reached a point where the lines between 

objectivity and subjectivity have become 

blurred, and human participation in creation 

ends up playing a large role. 

Before Klavan reaches this epiphany, he 

begins with a brief but beautiful history of 

Western science, starting with sages of the 

ancient world, who came up with theories 

(not myths!) that would account for the 

cosmos. In their vigorous deductions and 

speculations, early Greek philosophers like 

Thales, Pythagoras, Parmenides, and 

Empedocles effectively laid the groundwork 

for giants like Aristotle to develop a 

comprehensive model of the cosmos. 

For centuries, this model was sufficient. But 

in the Middle Ages, it came under renewed 

scrutiny and eventual criticism by men like 

Jean Buridan and Nicholas Oresme who 

wondered about the forces that led to the 

movement of bodies. Those movements 

were attributed to various spirits that “flew 

about on invisible wings of desire to get 

where they were going.” 

During the Renaissance, Copernicus and 

Galileo finally produced a model of the 

world that accounted for the actual position 

of bodies and followed a discernible pattern. 

This idea was then refined and expanded by 

other legendary scientists such as Kepler, 

Bacon, and especially Newton who finally 

solved the mystery of the movement of 

bodies. 

Although a devout believer himself, Newton 

inadvertently inspired the many ideological 

iterations of Scientism that came to 

constitute the foundation of modern 

industrialized culture. Every aspect of life 

was reinterpreted through a materialist lens 

and subjected to ostensibly scientific 

principles. Soul and spirit were cast aside, 

resulting in some of history’s most 

inhumane – and murderous – social systems. 

Meanwhile, physicists continued to make 

new discoveries, specifically in the areas of 

electricity and atomic theory. In addition to 

matter, scientists like Michael Faraday and 

https://amzn.to/4h9cXlX
https://amzn.to/4h9cXlX
https://amzn.to/4h9cXlX
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James Clerk Maxwell would demonstrate 

how energy played a key role in physical 

laws: “Maxwell’s electromagnetisim was 

making impossible demands on the 

Newtonian physics that was supposed to 

govern objects, straining the older system to 

its breaking point.” 

Einstein would finally usher in a new era in 

science when he “proceeded to take physics 

down to the studs and rebuild it” by 

declaring that “Matter could become 

energy.” According to Klavan, the 

significance of this idea lay in its “changing 

[the physical world] from an empty grid of 

space containing matter into a seething 

ocean of fluctuating energy.” 

This in turn led to a generation of physicists 

studying the behavior of atoms, atomic 

energy, and light. Again,  familiar names 

come up such as Max Planck, Niels Bohr, 

Erwin Schrödinger, and Werner Heisenberg. 

For most laymen, including myself, the 

revelations of quantum physics (i.e. light 

acting both as a particle and a wave, atomic 

nuclei releasing enough energy to destroy 

whole planets, etc.) are so impenetrably 

abstruse that are often become 

unimaginable. Therefore, Klavan’s poetic 

sensibilities are invaluable in making the 

theories and discoveries during this era 

comprehensible. 

Even if the particulars of some of these 

theories still remain elusive, he is able to 

show how “the picture of the mechanical 

universe, with its solid moving parts 

churning on unseen, was beginning to fade 

and dissolve.” 

This leads to Klavan’s grand thesis that “the 

world is made in the meeting of mind with 

matter.” Providentially, both science and 

religion lead to this conclusion, which 

should prompt skeptics and believers alike 

to re-evaluate their understanding of reality. 

The universe is neither a “purely physical 

fact” nor a “purely arbitrary construct,” but a 

“relationship” between the two that 

synthesizes both the subject (internal reality) 

and object (external reality), as well as faith 

and reason. 

With this understanding, Klavan devotes his 

final chapters to taking a new look at the 

first lines of Genesis where the light of the 

mind originally meets the light of the world. 

As in the final books of St. 

Augustine’s Confessions, where the great 

saint also writes an exegesis of Genesis’s 

creation account, Scripture’s parallels to 

what science has revealed becomes evident. 

These final chapters are challenging, despite 

Klavan’s eloquence. His argument may be 

lost on less mature readers or those who lack 

the imaginative capacity to grasp it. Those 

souls would do better to consult first the 

books by Trent Horn or Matt Fradd. 

For the philosophically and scientifically 

inclined, however, Klavan’s book is 

refreshing and profound. He preserves the 

mystery of Creation, even as he recounts and 

appreciates the many attempts to dispel that 

mystery. Whatever questions he may leave 

unresolved – and there are always further 

questions – Klavan leads the reader to awe 

at both the genius of man and the love God. 

 

Auguste Meyrat 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/13/there-is-a-light-that-never-goes-out/  

 

https://amzn.to/4hempo7
https://amzn.to/4h9gGQt
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/13/there-is-a-light-that-never-goes-out/
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Notre Dame’s Biggest Bragging Point? Team’s Popular Bible Study 

 

This is Notre Dame as it’s meant to be, where faith and football come together under the 

watchful eyes of Touchdown Jesus. 

 

As Notre Dame heads to the National 

Championship against the Ohio State 

Buckeyes, the team has plenty of reasons to 

be proud. 

But starting quarterback Riley 

Leonard credits an unusual and 

heartwarming habit for the team’s success 

and tight unity: 

One of the biggest bragging points 

about this team is that we have like 

40 guys show up to our Bible study 

every Thursday. And that’s really a 

credit to them… This team is just so 

close, and everything we do, we do 

as a unit. 

Catholic identity makes a comeback 

Longtime Fighting Irish fans know the 

heartbreak not only of football’s ups and 

downs but also of seeing the Catholic 

identity of the nation’s foremost Catholic 

college seem to be pushed to the side at 

times. 

It’s incredibly heartening that our 

quarterback sincerely loves Jesus and credits 

him for his success in every interview. In a 

recent ESPN interview, he said, “First and 

foremost, I want to thank my Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. Without Him, I 

wouldn’t be here, and we wouldn’t be here 

as a whole group.” 

Prayer during the playoff 

When asked how he clinched a win in the 

very close playoff game against Penn State, 

Leonard shared how he prayed during the 

game for God’s will to be done, saying: 

Shoot, I just started trusting the Lord. 

I looked up and said, “Jesus, 

whatever your will is for my life, I 

trust it 100%.” And I know that this 

offense and this team trust in Jesus 

and His plan for the season. 

A powerful connection with the past 

In an era when many Catholic institutions 

seem affected by mission drift, Leonard is 

proudly going back to Notre Dame's roots as 

in the days of Knute Rockne and other 

Catholic football greats. 

It’s no coincidence that Leonard’s faith and 

humble leadership recall the early days of 

Notre Dame football. Blue and gold are in 

his blood.  

Leonard’s great-grandfather, James Curran, 

played for the Irish in the 1940s glory days 

and young Leonard rooted for Notre Dame 

all his life: “Legit I watched Rudy every 

single day growing up,” he said. 

Watching Leonard’s unashamed love of 

Jesus and football prowess feels like we’ve 

stepped back in time to the days of his great-

grandfather.   

This is Notre Dame as it’s meant to be, 

where faith and football come together 

under the watchful eyes of "Touchdown 

Jesus." Leonard transferred from Duke 

because Notre Dame meant so much to him, 

and he’s doing his part to pass the torch of 

the Catholic mission to the next generation. 

“I walk around campus and just wearing this 

logo on my chest means so much to me and 

https://catholicvote.org/notre-dame-qb-says-teams-bible-study-attendance-is-one-of-their-biggest-bragging-points/
https://kdow.biz/articles/contributors/michael-foust/notre-dame-qb-reveals-he-prayed-to-jesus-during-playoff-win-i-just-started-trusting-the-lord
https://www.theirishtribune.com/post/riley-leonard-discusses-his-health-his-notre-dame-experience-and-more
https://www.uhnd.com/history/touchdown-jesus/
https://www.uhnd.com/history/touchdown-jesus/
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hopefully I can represent it the right way,” 

he said.  

It’s safe to say he’s representing the Irish in 

a way that would make his great-grandfather 

proud — and all the rest of us fans, too. 

Keep the faith, Riley and team. Our Lady's 

university is in good hands. 

 

Theresa Civantos Barber 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/12/notre-dames-biggest-bragging-point-teams-popular-bible-study  
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Passing Through the Holy Door: A Firsthand Account with Youth 

 

A reporter accompanied one of the many groups who have already crossed the threshold of the 

Basilica of St. Peter during the Jubilee Year 2025. 

 

At the foot of Castel Sant'Angelo, volunteers 

in green uniforms are reminding 

all Jubilee pilgrims wishing to take the 

specially-designed route to “remain silent 

during the pilgrimage.” Fr. Romain (a Marist 

priest), in charge of pastoral care at the 

French parish of St. Mary of Lyon, delivers 

this message with a certain firmness to the 

45 ninth graders he is accompanying on a 

four-day pilgrimage to Rome. In just a few 

minutes, the excitement of being among 

classmates in the Eternal City under a 

beautiful winter sun gradually gave way to a 

beautiful contemplation. “It's beautiful to 

live this moment in silence,” says one of the 

chaperones. 

With priests in procession 

Alongside them, five priests joined the 

procession. They are Claretian missionaries, 

also known as Sons of the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary, who follow the rule created in the 

19th century by the Catalan founder St. 

Anthony Mary Claret. They all live in 

Rome, in the generalate of their order. Today 

is their monthly retreat day, during which 

they take time “to get closer to the home of 

their faith,” explains Fr. José Enrique, a 35-

year-old Sevillian who joined this 

congregation in 2011, with a gentle smile. 

He introduces his four brothers in religion, 

of various ages and origins (Nigeria, Italy, 

El Salvador, and Puerto Rico). 

A volunteer brings the cross to Fr. Romain, 

who explains that the young people will take 

turns carrying it along the route set up by the 

Jubilee organization. A special walkway has 

been set up for pilgrims from the Castel 

Sant'Angelo to the entrance of St. Peter's 

Basilica. 

Avoiding the swarm of tourists — but not 

the security checks — the schoolchildren, 

followed a few meters further on by the five 

Claretians, move forward slowly. They 

alternate being in silence, listening to 

readings, and singing, which the young 

people take up timidly. 

As the group enters St. Peter's Square, a 

guide explains the meaning of the two great 

“arms” of Bernini’s colonnade, symbols of 

the Church's welcome to all humanity. “This 

is a time for you to give thanks to the Lord 

for all the beautiful things he offers you,” 

she says. 

In the ranks of students, no one chatters, and 

the schoolchildren's contemplation touches 

the five Claretians who follow them and 

take up the group's prayers in their 

respective languages. 

Walking through the Holy Door 

Singing “Je bénirai le Seigneur” (“I will 

bless the Lord”), the procession passes the 

tourists who have simply come to visit the 

basilica. “As we pass through the Holy 

Door, we follow all those who have gone 

before us in the Church, all the saints,” 

explains Fr. Romain, before a guide 

launches into a Litany of the Saints. And 

after a quarter-hour's walk, punctuated by 

short stops to listen to a psalm or meditation, 

the group is already in front of the Holy 

Door. 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html
https://aleteia.org/2025/01/05/a-quick-guide-to-pilgrimage-for-the-jubilee-year
https://aleteia.org/daily-prayer/thursday-october-24-2
https://aleteia.org/daily-prayer/thursday-october-24-2
https://aleteia.org/2024/11/12/st-peters-basilica-gets-a-digital-makeover-with-ai
https://aleteia.org/2024/11/12/st-peters-basilica-gets-a-digital-makeover-with-ai
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/24/holy-door-of-gods-heart-open-to-you-popes-homily
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/24/holy-door-of-gods-heart-open-to-you-popes-homily
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“This is a personal moment, and I 

invite you to live it deeply within 

yourself,” advised the priest guide. 

It is thus in prayerful silence that they cross 

the last several feet. A student kneels and 

makes the Sign of the Cross, and a Claretian 

priest stops on the threshold to touch the 

door. Inside the basilica, the group continues 

to follow the cross, now drowned in a crowd 

of visitors, and finally reaches the heart of 

the basilica, the Confessio. 

Explaining the history of this place, which 

tradition and numerous historical clues point 

to as the tomb of St. Peter, Fr. Romain 

invites the students to recite the Creed. He 

then allows them to disperse into small 

groups to tour the basilica, before continuing 

with the program of their trip, which is to 

take them to visit the church of St. Louis of 

the French in the afternoon. 

For the Claretians, the day's retreat 

continues. “It was the first time I'd passed 

through a holy door,” says Fr. José Enrique 

before leaving us, his face lit up with a big 

smile. 

 

Cyprien Viet 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/12/passing-through-the-holy-door-a-first-hand-account  
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https://aleteia.org/2023/07/04/st-peters-tomb-when-science-confirms-tradition
https://aleteia.org/2025/01/12/passing-through-the-holy-door-a-first-hand-account
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Family Sings to Statue of Mary That Survived the LA Fire 

 

Standing among the ashes, the Halpins joined together to sing to the statue of Our Lady of 

Guadeloupe that resisted the flames. 

 

The fire in Los Angeles has destroyed so 

many homes and businesses, causing 

unimaginable physical and mental damage. 

However, among all the ashes a beacon of 

hope remained: a statue of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe and St. Joseph belonging to 

the Halpin family. 

The family went home to the site of where 

their home once stood on Thursday 

morning. And while it's hard to imagine the 

devastation they must have felt standing 

among the ashes, the vision of the Virgin 

Mary still standing gave the family an 

opportunity to lean on their faith and find 

joy in the Blessed Mother. 

According to the National Register, the 

Halpins, their six children, and some of their 

children's spouses gathered around the statue 

to offer up their prayers. From there Peter 

Halpin, the father, started to lead his family 

in song with a tuneful "La – la – la – 

laaaaa." 

Immediately the family recognized the song 

they would all sing: Regina Caeli, a Latin 

hymn that dates back to the 12th century. It's 

a song dear to the family thanks to Peter's 

mother who'd taught it to all nine of her own 

children. 

The whole of the Halpin family joined 

together in harmony to sing the hymn -- 

despite the smokey air and the masks worn 

by some of those gathered. 

 

 

 

A moment of strength 

The Halpin's fourth child Andrew shared 

with the National Register the unusual 

response to the devastation: 

“I was thinking, ‘I want to be strong 

for my folks in this moment’— for my 

parents. And when we started 

singing, it felt like we were all being 

strong for each other. I already feel 

so much healing because we were 

able to be there together as a family, 

and we were able to bond over this 

song that means so much to our 

family." 

While it might be incredible that the Halpins 

could find their voices in such 

circumstances, Andrew, who is a composer 

himself, explained how the musical family 

have leaned on their faith and music in 

"joyful or sad" times. 

He went on to share how the family had 

lived in their home in Altadena since 1988, 

with the boys having one bedroom and the 

girls another. The parents extended the home 

that now lies in ashes. And sadly Andrew's 

sister lost her home, too, that was at the rear 

of her mom and dad's house. 

Unwavering trust in God 

Despite the terrible loss, Andrew explained 

how the family's faith has not been shaken, 

stating: 

We have to give everything to God. 

And if that means our home at this 

time, we choose to trust that we’re in 

the palm of his hand." 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/family-sings-to-mary-at-site-of-home-burned-to-the-ground-in-california-wildfire
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Thankfully, the Halpins were able to grab 

family photo albums and some essential 

documents before their home was engulfed 

by flames, but everything else was 

destroyed, including Peter's truck that he 

uses for work as a contractor. 

While the families physical home is in ruins, 

they hope to inspire others with love, as 

Andrew shared: 

"What I would want people to get out 

of this sadness, out of this tragedy, is 

that we can wring joy out of it. We 

can instill love." 

And judging by the comments shared on 

social media, the Halpins have inspired love, 

faith, and most importantly, hope to those 

who've watched their homage to Mary. As 

Nicole Tittman who shared the video 

expressed: "I keep watching it. It’s so 

beautiful. I pray for faith like this. In the 

face of adversity, so much love." 

While it's early days, Andrew explained that 

the family want to rebuild their home that 

was once "a place of faith, a place of 

fellowship, community and music,” adding: 

“I tell you what, when we rebuild, there’s 

going to be music there again.” 

 

Cerith Gardiner 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/10/family-sings-to-statue-of-mary-that-survived-the-la-fire  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/10/family-sings-to-statue-of-mary-that-survived-the-la-fire


239 
 

How Mary Transformed This Catholic Artist’s Life 

 

In 2017, Javier Viver was commissioned to create an image of the Virgin for Hakuna Group. He 

never imagined how far-reaching its effects would be! 

 

Javier Viver defines himself as an imaginer; 

he is a Spanish sacred artist who is mainly 

dedicated to sculpture and photography. He 

is the author of works such as the Bella 

Pastora of the Iesu Communio community 

and the Mother of Hope. But perhaps his 

best-known work is the Our Lady of 

Hakuna. Aleteia met with him to talk about 

the image, sacred art and devotion to Mary. 

The first tabernacle 

After lending his studio to Hakuna Group (a 

music-centered Catholic group of Spanish 

origin) for a few years, Fr. Jose Pedro 

Manglano — the group’s founder — gave 

him a very special commission. “He asked 

me to make an image of Mary that would 

represent the charism of the group. He told 

me, specifically, that it had to represent that 

very important aspect of living on our knees 

and embracing the Eucharist.” 

The starting point was a painting by another 

artist in which Mary was embracing a large 

host.  

That's when I came up with the idea 

of doing a pregnant Mary; and of 

course, it was so natural for the 

Virgin to embrace her belly and, 

therefore, the fruit of her womb. That 

was very good because Mary was the 

living Tabernacle, the first 

tabernacle, the Eucharistic woman. 

By embracing her womb, Javier explains, 

she embraces Jesus. The idea immediately 

caught on and went from being a small 

mock-up proposal to a definitive work. 

In that process, my idea was to do 

something that would connect in a 

very popular way. That's why there 

was the aspect of motherhood, that 

gesture, the face of the Virgin, which 

had to be of a very simple woman, 

who is recollected in deep prayer, 

considering who it is that inhabits 

her body. 

In making it, he sought to create a very 

human image of a very special time for a 

mother: pregnancy. This allowed him to 

meditate on this mystery, which is so 

important for our faith. 

Mothers can understand it because 

they have experienced it; I can 

imagine that relationship because of 

the relationship I have with my 

mother. I always say to my mother, 

“Do you have telepathy, or what's up 

with you?” Because she only needs 

to see my eyes to know what’s going 

on with me. These kinds of hunches 

start in pregnancy, in that moment of 

such an intense relationship between 

mother and child. 

When the piece finally came out, it inspired 

a great popular devotion that began to 

spread, first to Europe, and then primarily to 

Latin America, China, and the United States. 

Today, in every place where there is a 

Hakuna-organized holy hour, there’s a copy 

of this image of Mary. However, it’s not 

exclusive to the group. Being such a 

relatable image, many people both inside 

and outside the group began to look for the 

image to have it at home. 

https://aleteia.org/2021/09/08/the-5-biological-sisters-who-joined-the-religious-life-in-just-two-years
https://behakuna.com/pages/hakuna-group-music
https://aleteia.org/tag/virgin-mary
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Domestic Church 

The studio has received so many testimonies 

that Javier Viver has begun to share them on 

his website. When people buy the image for 

their home, they “gather around it and are 

inspired to pray, and people have many 

experiences that they tell us about. We have 

letters and letters.” 

However, Viver clarifies something that for 

him is fundamental: 

In the end it has nothing to do with 

the sculpture, with the figure, but 

with the presence of Mary. When 

you put her at the center of your 

home, then Mary works. 

I do my part, which is a small seed, 

and the Virgin Mary comes out of the 

studio and already has a life of her 

own. She establishes a direct 

relationship with all those who come 

to contemplate her or to pray. 

The studio even receives paintings and 

sculptures that people create of Our Lady of 

Hakuna as a way of appropriating the image 

and nourishing their devotion. 

“I owe my artistic vocation to the Virgin 

Mary.” 

When asked what making this image of 

Mary meant in his personal relationship with 

her, Javier begins by explaining that, if it 

weren't for her, he wouldn't be an artist. 

She got me involved in dedicating 

myself to art, and later, in dedicating 

myself to making sculptures for her 

and dedicating myself to sacred art. 

But also on a spiritual level, I owe 

my spiritual vocation to the Virgin 

Mary. 

From a very early age he understood that his 

vocation was closely linked to talking about 

the Virgin Mary and popular devotion 

through the art of images. Since then, every 

time he has to sculpt her, it’s “a challenge 

and a very special moment.” 

I start making the sculpture with 

models, but there’s a certain moment 

when the sculpture goes from being a 

portrait of that model to being the 

Virgin and becomes an icon. And 

you notice it in the studio itself! 

Suddenly you realize that the Virgin 

Mary is present through that 

sacramental, which is the 

representation of an image, but she’s 

already there. 

Javier Viver's images are very approachable 

and linked to humanity; however, they also 

have a certain remoteness or distance with 

which the author seeks to manifest the 

supernatural. 

That tug of war between a very great 

relatableness that allows you to say, 

“She’s like me, she has a relationship 

with me,” helps you to empathize; 

and the distance (makes you say), 

“but at the same time, there’s 

something very supernatural about 

her that surpasses me and in which I 

can take refuge, to ask for her 

protection, her help.” 

We need our senses to pray 

As a creator of sacred art, Viver is convinced 

that images are decisive in our life of faith. 

It's not just a matter of aesthetics or 

adornment and decoration; it's part of 

what we believe. Christians mainly 

celebrate the Incarnation; that is, the 

most invisible becomes visible and 

human, close to us. Therefore, for us, 

everything human is the natural way 

to encounter God, the supernatural. 

And this, concretely, has a very clear 

expression in the images that have 

been produced within the Church. 
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Javier explains that, when the first 

Christians began to represent the divine 

through images, “everything takes an 

absolute turn and creates a new reality for 

us, which is that closeness that images allow 

us.” 

“We need the senses to pray, to love God.” 

And he concludes: 

For us, it’s the natural way to pray. 

And in the Church, from minute zero 

the artistic manifestation appeared as 

a genuine form of prayer. The first 

Christians, as we see in the Acts of 

the Apostles, gather and sing psalms; 

and they express it through music, 

words, poetry, through images and 

architecture. We need the senses to 

pray, to love God. 

Javier Viver's works can be purchased on 

his website or through links available on 

his social networks (both are in Spanish, but 

automatic translation is available through 

the most popular browsers). 

 

Majo Frias 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/07/how-mary-transformed-this-catholic-artists-life  
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Year-Long Celebration of Mother Seton’s Canonization Begins 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the US’s first native-born saint, was canonized on September 14, 1975. 

50 years later, her National Shrine has begun a year of celebration. 

 

For the Catholic Church in the United 

States, 2025 not only marks a Jubilee Year, 

but the 50th anniversary of the country’s 

first native-born saint.   

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821) played 

a leading role in the growth of the Catholic 

Church in America. She founded the first 

congregation of religious sisters in the US 

and the country’s first free Catholic school 

for girls. That marked the start of America’s 

parochial system. 

The sisters from her congregation, originally 

called the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s, 

would go on to run orphanages and schools 

across the country. They also served in 

hospitals – nursing the sick and wounded at 

the Battle of Gettysburg and other Civil War 

engagements, for instance.   

Mother Seton’s legacy continues in the lives 

of thousands of women who follow her 

charism to this day. 

A woman of “dynamism and 

authenticity” 

Her cause for sainthood was opened in 1940, 

and Mother Seton was canonized in Rome 

on September 14, 1975. In his homily that 

day, Pope Paul the VI declared that “the 

Church renders the greatest honor possible 

to Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton and extols 

her personal and extraordinary contribution 

as a woman -- a wife, a mother, a widow, 

and a religious.” 

He added: 

“May the dynamism and authenticity 

of her life be an example in our day -

- and for generations to come -- of 

what women can and must 

accomplish, in the fulfillment of their 

role, for the good of humanity.” 

The canonization was a cause for rejoicing 

for Catholics across the US. 

A new exhibit... 

In honor of that event, the National Shrine 

of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton kicked off its 

year-long festivities with a special Mass on 

January 4, her feast day. In his homily, 

Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori 

linked the celebration directly to the Jubilee 

Year, calling Mother Seton a true “pilgrim of 

hope,” adding that  “she exemplified the 

hope that impels us to seek God’s will and 

follow the path of holiness, wherever it 

might lead.” 

After the Mass, there was a ribbon cutting 

ceremony for a new exhibit dedicated to St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton’s canonization. Titled 

“One of Us,” it goes behind the scenes to 

help visitors understand the process leading 

to her sainthood and “the magnitude of 

Mother Seton’s influence then and her 

relevance today as a saint people can relate 

to in profound ways.” 

There is also a new mural painted by artist 

Ellen Byrne that portrays “Mother Seton’s 

long road to sainthood,” and a section 

dedicated to other Americans who are 

currently in the canonization process. 

... and a year-long celebration 

Visitors will also want to take time to see the 

full slate of exhibits in shrine’s recently 

https://aleteia.org/2024/07/04/the-brave-women-who-nursed-the-fallen-at-gettysburg-photos
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reopened museum. With its compelling 

interactive displays and collection of relics 

and other rare artifacts, the museum paints 

an exceptionally detailed and moving 

portrait of Elizabeth Ann Seton’s life and 

legacy. 

That life and legacy will continue to be 

commemorated in the coming months. In 

June there will be a 14-day, 218-mile 

pilgrimage to the shrine in partnership 

with Camino of Maryland. Other 

pilgrimages are also planned, along with an 

outreach program to parishes and schools 

across the US that will allow people to 

encounter Mother Seton through free 

materials provided by the shrine. 

The celebration will culminate in a “Day of 

Joy” at the Emmitsburg shrine on September 

14, where visitors will be able to enjoy a 

Mass, music, prayer, and food on the 

grounds of the shrine.   

For more information, visit the National 

Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s website. 

 

John Touhey 

https://aleteia.org/2025/01/11/year-long-celebration-of-mother-setons-canonization-begins  
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Who Are the Little Creatures in Icons of Jesus’ Baptism? 

 

Orthodox icons of the baptism of Christ include small “sea monsters” fleeing from him. 

 

The three synoptic gospels (that is, those of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke) describe the 

baptism of Christ in detail. 

Matthew’s version reads: 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to 

John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented 

him, saying, “I need to be baptized 

by you, and do you come to me?” 

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 

so now; for it is proper for us in this 

way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came 

up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and alighting on him. 

And a voice from heaven said, “This 

is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased.” 

Matthew 3:13-17 

This passage is known as the Epiphany (or 

the Theophany) of the Holy Trinity – the 

word epiphany being Greek for “revelation,” 

thus implying Jesus’ baptism is a “revelation 

of God,” an event in which God reveals 

himself. 

Several paradoxes stem from 

this revealing character of the event, as Icon 

Reader points out. 

To begin with, Jesus Christ is revealed as 

the Son of God the moment he submits to 

a mere man – John the Baptist. But John 

returns the gesture and, even though he is 

the one baptizing Jesus, in most of these 

baptism icons we find him bent over in 

reverence. In some others, the Baptist is 

shown as beholding the miracle of the 

Theophany, his head looking up to the open 

heavens. 

The baptism of Christ: “The sea saw and 

fled, the Jordan turned back” 

In the icons of the baptism of Christ, even 

though Jesus “came from Galilee to the 

Jordan to be baptized by John,” John does 

not occupy the center stage. Elements of 

John's preaching are, however, always found 

in these icons. For example, a tree with an 

axe lying at its root echoes the Baptist’s 

preaching: “Even now the ax is lying at the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” (Mt 3:10). On the 

opposite bank of the river (John is almost 

always depicted as standing in the left bank), 

angels contemplate the newly baptized 

Christ. 

The center of the icon is entirely devoted to 

the moment of revelation itself. Jesus is 

not submerged in the Jordan but rather 

standing up, as wide as the river itself. The 

paradox of John’s authority (“I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?”) is here solved through hand gestures 

– as is often the case in icons. 

Whereas in most Western art Jesus' hands 

are held together in prayer (as if highlighting 

Jesus’ decision to “fulfill all righteousness” 

by submitting to the Baptist’s authority), in 

Orthodox icons Jesus’ hands are shown in a 

sign of blessing – much like that shown in 

Pantocrator icons. 

https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/baptism-of-christ-the-theophany-icon/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/baptism-of-christ-the-theophany-icon/
https://aleteia.org/2018/02/24/the-reason-john-the-baptist-has-wings-in-orthodox-icons/
https://aleteia.org/2016/06/12/what-do-hand-gestures-in-icons-mean/
https://aleteia.org/2016/06/12/what-do-hand-gestures-in-icons-mean/
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/07/this-early-depiction-of-christ-pantocrator-was-saved-from-treasure-hunters/
https://aleteia.org/2021/05/07/this-early-depiction-of-christ-pantocrator-was-saved-from-treasure-hunters/
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This is where devilish sea monsters make 

their appearance. It is not that the waters of 

the river Jordan are “cleansing” the baptized 

Christ, but the other way around. 

Christ’s blessing cleanses the waters 

themselves. That is the reason why little sea 

creatures appear to be fleeing from Christ’s 

feet in most theophany icons – also referring 

to Psalm 114:3, “the sea saw and fled, the 

Jordan turned back.” 

 

Daniel Esparza 

https://aleteia.org/2023/01/26/when-reading-icons-devils-and-monsters-are-in-the-details  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2022/12/26/finding-al-maghtas-jesus-baptism-site/
https://aleteia.org/2022/12/26/finding-al-maghtas-jesus-baptism-site/
https://aleteia.org/2022/12/26/finding-al-maghtas-jesus-baptism-site/
https://aleteia.org/2023/01/26/when-reading-icons-devils-and-monsters-are-in-the-details
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Bishop Barron: You’re Meant to Be an Eagle, Not A Chicken: A Reflection on 

Baptism 

 

What if everyone who is meant to soar would, finally, stop poking around on the ground? 

 

When I was doing full-time parish ministry, 

one of my favorite activities was performing 

Baptisms. I put the word in the plural, for I 

hardly ever baptized one baby at a time, but 

usually 10 or a dozen. Typically, the quite 

large group of family and friends would 

gather in the first several pews of St. Paul of 

the Cross Church about 2 o’clock on a 

Sunday afternoon, I would welcome them 

and do a very short description of what was 

about to happen, and then the happy 

cacophony of 12 babies crying at once 

would inevitably commence. I would shout 

my way through the prayers and the 

Baptisms—and a general joyfulness would 

obtain. Now that I’m a bishop, I have less 

occasion to baptize, and I do miss it. But 

an exception took place last week when I 

was delighted to welcome into the Church 

Hazel Rose Cummins, the daughter of Doug 

Cummins and his wife Erica. Doug is our 

Associate Producer for Word on Fire in 

Santa Barbara. 

I would like to share with all of you what I 

preached to the group gathered outside (it’s 

COVID time) of San Roque Church in Santa 

Barbara for the ceremony. I asked them if 

they had heard the story of Fr. Matthew 

Hood, a priest of the Detroit Archdiocese, 

who discovered, after watching a video of 

his own Baptism, that he had been 

invalidly baptized. The deacon who had 

performed the ceremony did not use the 

proper words, and as a result, Fr. Hood had 

not in fact been received into the Church. 

And as a consequence of this, he had not 

validly received First Communion, 

Confirmation, or priestly ordination, since 

all of those sacraments depend upon the 

legitimacy of Baptism. Now, once this was 

found out, the Archbishop of Detroit 

administered all of the relevant sacraments 

to Fr. Hood and the young man was able to 

minister as a priest. You might think, “Well, 

that’s a strange story with a happy ending,” 

but it tells us, in fact, something extremely 

important regarding the Church’s 

understanding of Baptism. We believe that 

through the words and gestures of the 

sacrament, something happens. Baptism is 

not simply a celebration of a new life, or 

even an act of praying for and offering a 

child to God. If that’s all it is, to paraphrase 

Flannery O’Connor, the heck with it. It is, 

rather, the visible sign of the invisible 

grace of incorporation into the Mystical 

Body of Jesus. It changes an objective state 

of affairs, whether we acknowledge it or not. 

Having said all of this, I then stressed what 

we might call the subjective side of Baptism. 

Since there were quite a few young people 

present, I used the well-worn parable of the 

eagle’s egg that tumbled out of the nest only 

to fall amidst a flock of chickens. When the 

eaglet was hatched, the only world he 

came to know was that of chickens, and 

hence he spent his first years pecking on 

the ground and never spreading his great 

wings. One day, I continued, a majestic 

eagle flew overhead and spotted his young 

confrere on the ground, acting like a 

chicken. “What’s the matter with you?” he 

asked. “Don’t you know who you are?” He 

then taught the eaglet how to deploy his 

wings and soar. 
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So it goes in the spiritual order. Every 

baptized person is, objectively speaking, a 

child of God, divinized, and destined to be a 

great saint. But the problem is that most of 

those who have received this new identity 

promptly forget it and take on the beliefs 

and practices of the world. Following the 

prompts of television, movies, social media, 

pop stars, and secularist ideologues, we give 

ourselves over to the acquisition of wealth 

or power or material success or fame. These 

things aren’t bad in themselves, but 

considering them our highest value and 

running after them with all of our powers 

amounts to pecking on the ground like 

chickens. What we need, I told the little 

congregation gathered for Hazel’s 

Baptism, is a strong community of people 

to remind this little girl who she is. They 

didn’t make her a child of God; Christ did 

that through the mediation of Baptism. But 

they can indeed teach her not to settle for 

being some pathetic simulacrum of who she 

is meant to be. Everything that they teach 

her, everything that they encourage her to 

do, should be directed to the great end of 

becoming a saint. 

I have sometimes wondered what this 

country would be like if everyone who is 

baptized (which I believe is still most of the 

nation) lived up to his or her identity as a 

child of God. What if everyone who is 

meant to soar would, finally, stop poking 

around on the ground? It would be a true 

American revolution. 

 

Bishop Robert Barron 

https://aleteia.org/2020/09/10/bishop-barron-youre-meant-to-be-an-eagle-not-a-chicken-a-

reflection-on-baptism  
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https://aleteia.org/2020/09/10/bishop-barron-youre-meant-to-be-an-eagle-not-a-chicken-a-reflection-on-baptism
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N.Y. Catholic Conference Backs Hochul’s Child Tax Credit Expansion 

Proposal 

 

NEW YORK – The New York State 

Catholic Conference has applauded 

Governor Kathy Hochul’s proposed child 

tax credit expansion, citing the “important 

relief” it would provide to an estimated 1.6 

million New York families and 2.75 million 

children. 

The proposal, announced Jan. 6, would 

expand the Empire State Child Tax Credit to 

give eligible New York families an annual 

tax credit of up to $1,000 per child under 

age four and up to $500 per child ages four 

through 16, according to the governor’s 

office. Currently, eligible New York families 

can receive up to $330 per child. 

The New York State Catholic Conference 

(NYSCC), which represents the bishops of 

New York State in public policy matters and 

has long advocated for expanding the child 

tax credit, said the proposal is “a powerful 

way to walk with moms in need, support 

working families, and help lift children out 

of poverty.” 

“Now more than ever, it is imperative that 

we address the affordability crisis to help 

parents as they raise their children,” Kristen 

Curran, director of government relations for 

the NYSCC, said in a Jan. 7 statement. “We 

urge all lawmakers to support this initiative. 

When we join together to lift up the most 

vulnerable, we are strengthened as a 

community and as a state.” 

Curran added that Hochul “can count on the 

strong support” of the NYSCC on the 

proposal. 

Households earning up to $200,000 would 

be eligible for the credit, with the full credit 

being available to jointly filing households  

with an income up to $110,000, according to 

the governor’s office, which touted that the 

average credit given out to families will 

double from $472 to $943. 

The governor said that a family of four with 

a toddler and school-age child and a 

household income up to $110,000 would 

receive a credit of $1,500 per year — 

“representing nearly $1,000 more per year 

than what that family receives under the 

current program.” 

“From groceries to strollers to kids’ clothes, 

the cost of living and raising a family is still 

too damn high — and that’s why we’re 

proposing a massive increase in New York’s 

child tax credit,” Hochul said in a Jan. 6 

statement. “As New York’s first mom 

governor, I know how hard it can be for 

parents to make ends meet — and I’ll never 

stop fighting to make New York more 

affordable for every family.” 

Currently, New York is one of 16 states that 

offers some kind of child tax credit. If 

approved by the legislature, the credit 

expansion will be phased in over two years 

— with households with children under four 

eligible for their $1,000 credit for the 2025 

tax year and those with children over four 

eligible for the $500 credit for the 2026 tax 

year, according to the governor’s office. 

State legislators from both sides of the aisle 

have praised the proposal. Kate Breslin, the 

president and CEO of the New York-based 

Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy, 

also called it a “welcome step” toward 

reducing child poverty in the state. 

“Allowing child poverty to exist is a policy 

choice, as is investing in child poverty 

solutions,” Breslin said in a statement. “We 
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applaud Governor Hochul for making a 

policy choice that will begin to reduce child 

poverty and uplift other New York families 

struggling to make ends meet.” 

 

John Lavenburg 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2025/01/n-y-catholic-conference-backs-hochuls-child-

tax-credit-expansion-proposal  
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BREAKING: Court Strikes Down Biden’s Title IX ‘Gender Identity’ Rule 

Nationwide 

 

A Department of Education rule to ban 

discrimination against a person’s self-

asserted “gender identity” in K–12 schools 

and colleges was blocked nationwide by a 

federal court in Kentucky on Thursday, Jan. 

9. 

The court’s decision to strike down the rule 

is being hailed as a major victory by 

opponents of the regulation. With President-

elect Donald Trump heading into office in 

less than two weeks, an appeal from the 

federal government is highly unlikely, 

essentially rendering the rule dead. 

The rule, implemented by President Joe 

Biden’s administration, reinterprets the 

Title IX ban on “sex” discrimination to 

include a ban on “gender identity” 

discrimination even though the phrase 

“gender identity” does not appear anywhere 

in the 1972 law. 

Judge Danny C. Reeves of the District Court 

of the Eastern District of Kentucky ruled 

that the department “exceeded its statutory 

authority” in implementing the rule and 

found that the rule itself violates the United 

States Constitution because it would “chill 

speech” related to gender ideology and 

because it is “vague and overbroad” in how 

it is written. 

The lawsuit against the Biden 

administration’s Title IX rule change was 

brought by attorneys general in six states: 

West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Indiana, Ohio, and Virginia. State officials 

warned the rule would override state 

laws that separate athletics, bathrooms, 

locker rooms, and dormitories on the basis 

of biological sex. 

“This is a victory not only for the rule 

of law, but also for common sense and the 

safety of every student,” West Virginia 

Attorney General and Governor-elect 

Patrick Morrisey said in a statement. 

“The Biden administration’s Title IX 

revisions would have ended sex-based 

protections for biological women in all 

aspects of education, and this would have 

marked a retreat from the progress women 

have made,” he added. 

Reeves wrote in his ruling that the Title IX 

prohibition on sex discrimination is 

“abundantly clear” that the law refers to 

discrimination “on the basis of being male 

or female.” He wrote that “there is nothing 

in the text or statutory design of Title IX to 

suggest that discrimination ‘on the basis 

of sex’ means anything other than it has 

since Title IX’s inception.” 

“The entire point of Title IX is to prevent 

discrimination based on sex — throwing 

gender identity into the mix eviscerates the 

statute and renders it largely meaningless,” 

the court order read. 

According to Reeves, if the department 

interpreted Title IX’s ban on sex-based 

harassment to include “gender identity,” it 

would “chill speech or compel affirmance of 

a belief with which the speaker disagrees” in 

regard to speech related to the use of certain 

pronouns or about other aspects of gender 

ideology. He found that this violates the 

First Amendment’s guarantee of freedom of 

speech. 

“The plaintiffs reasonably fear that teachers’ 

(and others’) speech concerning gender 

issues or their failure to use gender-identity-

https://ago.wv.gov/Documents/Title%20IX%20Decision.pdf
https://ago.wv.gov/Documents/Title%20IX%20Decision.pdf
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257442/biden-admin-redefines-sex-discrimination-in-title-ix-to-include-gender-identity
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257442/biden-admin-redefines-sex-discrimination-in-title-ix-to-include-gender-identity
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257509/biden-title-ix-changes-affect-state-laws-on-women-s-sports-locker-rooms-lawyers-warn
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257509/biden-title-ix-changes-affect-state-laws-on-women-s-sports-locker-rooms-lawyers-warn
https://mailchi.mp/wvago/breaking-wva-ag-coalition-victorious-in-fight-to-preserve-title-ix-student-privacy-and-fairness-for-women-in-education?e=63c6a19f3f


251 
 

based pronouns would constitute harassment 

under the final rule,” the court order read. 

Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) 

President and General Counsel Kristen 

Waggoner called the court order “a colossal 

win for women and girls across the 

country” in a statement. ADF is 

representing a West Virginia high-school 

female athlete and Christian Educators 

Association International in the lawsuit. 

“This ruling provides enormous relief for 

students across the country, including our 

client who has already suffered harassment 

by a male student in the locker room and on 

her sports team,” Waggoner said. 

Tennessee Attorney General Jonathan 

Skrmetti called the court order a “massive 

win for [Tennessee] and the country” in a 

post on X. 

“The court’s order is [a] resounding victory 

for the protection of girls’ privacy in locker 

rooms and showers, and for the freedom to 

speak biologically-accurate pronouns,” he 

said. 

Virginia Attorney General Jason 

Miyares wrote in a post on X: “All of 

America is now safe from Biden’s attempt to 

undermine half a century of landmark 

protections for women.” 

Prior to this ruling, the enforcement of the 

Biden administration’s Title IX rule was 

already halted in more than half of the 

country. Numerous state attorneys general 

and athletic associations had challenged the 

rule across the country. 

Trump has promised to reverse the Biden 

administration’s promotion of gender 

ideology in federal regulations, vowing 

to “stop the transgender lunacy” on his first 

day in office. 

 

Tyler Arnold 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/09/breaking-court-strikes-down-bidens-title-ix-

gender-identity-rule-nationwide/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://adfmedia.org/case/state-tennessee-v-cardona
https://x.com/AGTennessee/status/1877379286954553591
https://x.com/AGTennessee/status/1877379286954553591
https://x.com/JasonMiyaresVA/status/1877376718375092661
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258773/biden-s-title-ix-gender-identity-protections-have-been-blocked-in-26-states-what-to-know
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258773/biden-s-title-ix-gender-identity-protections-have-been-blocked-in-26-states-what-to-know
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261221/trump-vows-executive-action-on-day-1-to-end-transgender-lunacy
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/261221/trump-vows-executive-action-on-day-1-to-end-transgender-lunacy
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/09/breaking-court-strikes-down-bidens-title-ix-gender-identity-rule-nationwide/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/09/breaking-court-strikes-down-bidens-title-ix-gender-identity-rule-nationwide/


252 
 

Catholics Challenge Maine Law Excluding Faith-Based Schools from Tuition 

Assistance Program 

 

Catholic parents who live in rural Maine — 

far from any public schools — are 

challenging a state law that excludes most 

faith-based schools from Maine’s rural 

tuition assistance program. 

Maine’s tuition assistance program — the 

second-oldest in the nation — is designed to 

help rural families attend private school in 

areas that do not have public schools. In 

1982, Maine began excluding faith-based 

private schools, leading to a Supreme Court 

case that struck down the exclusion as 

religious discrimination in 2022. 

Though the landmark 2022 U.S. Supreme 

Court decision Carson v. Makin affirmed 

that the “sectarian exclusion” violates the 

free exercise clause because it excludes 

schools on the basis of their religious 

exercise, Maine state officials quickly 

passed a law that in effect excluded most 

religious schools. This law most directly 

affects the rural families that are now unable 

to use the tuition program to send their 

children to local Catholic schools. 

Catholic parents Kevin and Valori Radonis, 

along with the local Catholic school St. 

Dominic Academy, are challenging the state 

law in federal appeals court. Another couple, 

Daniel and Nancy Cronin, live in an area 

without a public school and want their son, 

who has dyslexia, to attend St. Dominic’s so 

he can receive necessary academic support. 

The Radonises believe the state is 

“cheating” them out of the choice to send 

their children to Catholic school “by cutting 

faith-based schools out of Maine’s tuition 

program.” 

“As Catholics, we want to raise our children 

in an environment that teaches them to put 

their faith at the heart of everything they 

do,” they said in a statement. “We pray the 

court puts an end to this exclusion once and 

for all.” 

The latest legal challenge against the Maine 

law highlights a concern that for 

participating schools, Maine’s new law 

would give the Maine Human Rights 

Commission the final word on admissions, 

conduct speech, and policies about Catholic 

beliefs on marriage, gender, and family life. 

This effectively prevents Catholic schools 

from being able to participate in the 

program. 

“Three years ago in the Carson case, the 

Supreme Court ordered Maine to stop 

leaving families like the Radonises out in 

the cold,” Adèle Keim, senior counsel at 

Becket, said in a press release. “But Maine 

wouldn’t listen. Now Maine wants to have 

bureaucrats in Augusta tell St. Dominic how 

Catholic it can be.” 

The tuition program has been embroiled in 

legal challenges in recent years as the state 

continues to exclude most faith-based 

schools, preventing rural families who 

cannot access public schools. 

In an appeal last year against the new law, 

lawyers called it a “poison pill” law and 

alleged that it targeted religious schools. 

Maine Attorney General Aaron Frey — a 

proponent of the law — said in 2022 that he 

intended to “ensure that public money is not 

used to promote discrimination, intolerance, 

and bigotry.” 

Notably, the law applies to in-state private 

schools but not to out-of-state boarding 

schools that receive Maine funds from the 

same program. 

https://www.ncregister.com/cna/us-supreme-court-rules-against-maine-s-ban-on-tuition-aid-to-religious-schools
https://becketfund.org/media/parents-catholic-school-take-state-to-court-for-punishing-faith-based-education/
https://becketfund.org/media/parents-catholic-school-take-state-to-court-for-punishing-faith-based-education/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258631/maine-catholic-schools-to-be-excluded-from-tuition-grant-program
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258631/maine-catholic-schools-to-be-excluded-from-tuition-grant-program
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259243/christian-school-sues-maine-for-poison-pill-law-deterring-religious-schools-from-school-choice-program
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259243/christian-school-sues-maine-for-poison-pill-law-deterring-religious-schools-from-school-choice-program


253 
 

“Maine should drop its newest effort to ‘end 

run’ the Supreme Court and let St. Dominic 

get back to serving the Maine families that 

need it most,” Keim said. 

A ruling from the court is expected early this 

year. 

 

Kate Quinones 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/08/catholics-challenge-maine-law-excluding-

faith-based-schools-from-tuition-assistance-program/  
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My Advice to Catholic Schools: Double Down on Your Catholicity 

 

COMMENTARY: Instead of watering down our schools to appease nonbelieving parents, our 

Catholic schools must plant the seeds for a brighter, more faithful future for the Church and for 

America. 

 

In a recent parenting-advice column 

published by Slate titled, “We Put Our 

Kindergartner in Catholic School. Uh, We 

Never Expected She’d Actually Start to 

Believe,” a nonbelieving parent shared that 

she was disturbed her daughter “loved the 

Catholic teachings” she was taught in 

kindergarten at her local Catholic school.  

“The stories they are learning and how they 

are taught are very appealing to a young 

child, and I know that, even when she gets 

older, my daughter might just be someone 

who is attracted to religion and spirituality 

in a way that I never was,” the girl’s mother, 

writing anonymously under the sobriquet 

“Jesus Is Not the Reason for My Season.”  

“I also get that the ‘we are made of stardust’ 

is not exactly [the] warmest and fuzziest 

thought. Lately, however, she has been 

asking really pointed questions about what I 

believe, and I’m not quite sure how to 

answer them,” she continued. “For example, 

the other day, she asked if I believed in 

Jesus, if I believed that Adam and Eve were 

real, and on and on. I tried asking her what 

she believed, but she just asked me again: ‘I 

want to know what you believe.’”  

“The short answer is no, I don’t believe in 

those things,” she acknowledged. “But any 

version of my not believing makes her upset, 

and pointing out other faith traditions 

basically gets her to say, ‘Yeah, those are 

interesting, but Jesus is real.’”  

The advice columnist recommended that the 

mom tell her young child that she (the mom) 

was a nonbeliever and to start educating her 

daughter about competing religions. I felt 

like both the advice columnist and the parent 

wished the federal government had a 

vaccine that could “cure” her daughter’s 

growing belief.  

Catholic schools often face the tension 

between their solemn obligation to pass on 

our Catholic faith and the reality that many 

parents choose Catholic schools for lots of 

reasons that have nothing to do with faith. 

These include strong academics, smaller 

classes, strict discipline, a safe environment 

and a sense of community.    

In the Archdiocese of Boston, where I 

served as superintendent of Catholic schools 

for five years, I encountered many parents 

who just were “not into the whole religion 

thing.”  For example, I had one parent say to 

me, “I know the school has to have 

sacraments, but do we have to talk about 

them all the time?” I thought the phrase 

“have sacraments” was particularly 

revealing — as if celebrating sacraments 

was like your mom forcing you to eat your 

vegetables.  

At another school, a parent at a school-wide 

meeting argued that we should dismiss any 

teaching about St. John Paul II’s theology of 

the body — articulated across 129 

Wednesday audiences between 1979 and 

1984 — because (gasp!) these teachings “are 

more than 40 years old!” Trying my best not 

to burst out laughing, I responded, “We 

believe in lots of things that are more than 

2,000 years old” and called on the next 

parent.  

https://slate.com/advice/2024/12/catholic-school-belief-whoops-care-and-feeding.html
https://slate.com/advice/2024/12/catholic-school-belief-whoops-care-and-feeding.html
https://slate.com/advice/2024/12/catholic-school-belief-whoops-care-and-feeding.html
https://slate.com/advice/2024/12/catholic-school-belief-whoops-care-and-feeding.html
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Now, more than ever, this world needs 

children who embrace the truths of our 

Church, who understand that God created 

man and woman, who believe in the sanctity 

of life, who see the human dignity of each of 

God’s children, and who believe in objective 

Truth.   

 Last year, I founded the nonprofit Catholic 

Talent Project because I believe that 

America’s bishops need help finding and 

cultivating faithful Catholics to serve at all 

levels in our Catholic schools. We cannot 

evangelize children in our Catholic schools 

effectively without making sure we have 

witnesses in every classroom and every 

leadership position.  

In Boston, I presided over what the Register 

called a “renaissance of Catholic 

education.”  At the core of this effort was 

the largest intentional turnover of Catholic 

school leadership in the nation (I replaced 

75% of parochial-school principals over five 

years) and the creation of the St. Thomas 

More Teaching Fellowship. Through this 

fellowship, we recruit faithful Catholics as 

they graduate college, train them over the 

summer and get them placed in Catholic 

schools to teach and serve as daily witnesses 

to our faith.  

 The need for dramatic action is evident. By 

age 13, 50% of children raised in Catholic 

families walk away from their faith — a 

staggering 86% by age 18. This high failure 

rate can only be turned around if we make 

Catholic schools engines for evangelization.  

Here are a few practical ideas.  

First, the leader of every Catholic school 

must not only be Catholic but also be a true 

witness to the faith, someone who is a role 

model for children and an evangelist for our 

faith.   

 Second, the school’s academic program 

needs to reflect the full contribution of the 

Catholic intellectual tradition. One cannot 

conceive of Western civilization without the 

existence of the Catholic Church. The 

Church has made significant contributions 

as diverse as art, architecture, music, 

literature, philosophy and science. A 

Catholic school in which the only Catholic 

aspect of the curriculum is the daily religion 

class is treating Catholicism as a mere 

footnote to the day. This approach doesn’t 

do justice to the Catholic contribution to 

culture and to the history of the world. 

Effectively, these schools are turning over 

the rest of the day to secularism.  

 Third, the faculty of the school needs to be 

comprised of accomplished individuals who 

represent the faith in their words — but also 

in the lives they lead.  

Fourth, political correctness — which first 

took hold in our colleges and universities — 

is now infiltrating elementary and secondary 

schools. This trend has been openly 

embraced in public schools across America. 

In contrast, a truly Catholic school: must 

embrace truth not relativism; must see 

individuals as the creation of God and not 

merely members of identity groups; and 

must uphold the human dignity of all lives 

from conception to natural death, regardless 

of the values of popular culture.  

 Fifth, ideally a Catholic school needs to 

take steps to ensure that children are given 

the opportunity to build positive 

relationships with seminarians, priests and 

religious brothers and sisters. These 

relationships are a central part of instilling 

our faith in children — and preparing them 

for the salvation of their souls.  

 Lastly, the children in our schools need to 

see vividly that Catholicism is at its core a 

joyful and optimistic faith. Through the 

sacrament of reconciliation, for example, no 

matter what mistakes we make or how many 

times we stumble on our path, we each have 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/the-catholic-project-fellowship-teaching
https://www.ncregister.com/news/the-catholic-project-fellowship-teaching
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a second chance to redeem ourselves on our 

path to eternal salvation. How great is that!  

 Our culture is under attack. Our values have 

eroded. And our faith is mocked. We have a 

clear choice. We can stand by and do 

nothing. Or we can restore our Catholic 

schools to be a force for good amid a 

broader cultural decline.    

Instead of watering down our schools to 

appease nonbelieving parents, our Catholic 

schools must plant the seeds for a brighter, 

more faithful future for the Church and for 

America.  

 

Thomas W. Carroll 

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/catholic-schools-double-down-on-catholicity  
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Moral Blind Spots 

 

Experience suggests, and multiple studies 

show, that people don’t act as ethically as 

they think they will.  It is easier 

to imagine being just and heroic than 

to be just and heroic.  But sometimes the 

issue isn’t a lack of character, it’s a skewing 

of our vision of things. 

Josef Pieper, in his masterly book The Four 

Cardinal Virtues, begins his chapter on 

prudence with this passage from the Gospel 

of Matthew (6:22): “If your eye is healthy, 

your whole body will be full of light,” which 

continues: “but if your eye is unhealthy, 

your whole body will be full of darkness. If 

then the light in you is darkness, how great 

is the darkness!” 

One crucial question, then, is how we blind 

ourselves to the moral character of our acts 

and enter that darkness.  Often, it depends 

on how the issue is framed. 

In one instance, we might be focusing on the 

act.  But then later, we must face the 

potential consequences.  And then we might 

start doing a “cost-benefit” analysis.  (In 

ethics, this is sometimes called 

“consequentialism,” “utilitarianism,” or 

“proportionalism.”)  Yes, I thought it 

was wrong to experiment with stem cells 

from aborted fetuses, but what if we could 

cure Alzheimer’s?  Now the moral balance 

starts to tip in favor.  Consequentialist 

thinking can make the immorality of the act 

fade. 

Problems of this sort suggest the wisdom of 

Thomas Aquinas who bids us consider not 

only the consequences of the act and not 

only the good intentions with which we 

presume that we’re acting – something about 

which it is easy to fool ourselves – but also 

the moral object of the act, which is to say: 

what we are actually doing. 

Even here, though, it is easy to blind 

ourselves. One common way of doing this is 

to create “non-moral” categories of acts. The 

incoming president of a company slashes 

thousands of jobs, putting thousands of 

people out of work and harming their 

families, and then says: “This is a business 

decision.”  “Business decisions” are also 

necessarily moral decisions 

involving persons.  We blind ourselves if we 

don’t recognize this fact. 

There may be decisions without much moral 

weight, like whether to choose chocolate or 

vanilla – although even here, it might have 

moral weight if there isn’t enough chocolate 

for everyone.  But it’s best to 

assume every decision is a moral decision 

and every choice is either morally good or 

not. And best again if we made sure we were 

considering persons rather than 

merely institutions or ideologies.  You don’t 

want to say things like, “Yes, a lot of people 

are going to be killed, but the utopian 

communist worker state is being 

established.” 

But lest I make the common error of 

insulating my own institution and ideology 

from the criticism and critique I am willing 

to make of others – academics who live in 

glass houses love to throw stones – let me 

propose another example closer to home. 

Let’s say that a university needs more 

money.  (They always need more 

money.)  And let’s say the way they get 

more money is by admitting students who 

aren’t ready for college-level work: can’t 

read serious prose, write a coherent 

sentence, or do basic math.  Many of these 

students will flunk out, but you can still get 

one, maybe even two, years of tuition out of 

them. Or you can pass them, get additional 

https://amzn.to/401OdW1
https://amzn.to/401OdW1


258 
 

years of tuition, and graduate students who 

paid a lot of money but can’t read, write, or 

do basic math. 

Now let’s say a group of faculty goes to the 

president and says, “We are admitting 

students who can’t do college-level work, 

and they’re flunking out, so we need to fix 

the problem.”  There are two ways of fixing 

this problem.  One is to stop admitting these 

students.  The other is to hire instructors 

who spend hours doing the kind of 

individualized remedial training these kids 

need to succeed and then requiring them to 

attend. 

But that costs money, and the whole point is 

to get more.  So let’s say the president says 

instead: “If we stop admitting these kids, 

this is the number of faculty positions I will 

have to cut.”  Is this a simple “business 

decision”? 

The president’s response to the faculty 

suggests that this “arrangement” is about the 

money, not about the students and their 

education. Although the president may have 

blinded himself to the problem by imagining 

that his good intentions to “give these kids a 

chance” will solve all the problems, they 

won’t.  There is no way to make up for 

twelve years of sub-standard education in a 

semester.  It’s like asking a coach to take 

kids who can barely skate and get them 

ready in a few weeks for hockey at the 

Olympics. This only happens in the movies. 

What is really happening is that the 

president has done the managerial 

equivalent of getting his institution hooked 

on crack cocaine.  The tuition revenue has 

been unduly spiked by admitting students 

who will likely fail, and the president is not 

willing to do what’s needed to help them to 

succeed.  They’re being treated as cash 

cows, not as students with special needs that 

must be met. 

Sure, it’s immoral, but everyone’s 

pleased.  The students get into college, so 

they’re pleased.  The parents are pleased 

(until the grade reports and tuition bills 

arrive). And the administrators are pleased 

with the revenue. Many faculty see the 

problem but have no authority to resolve 

it.  Even mentioning it will bring 

condemnation from all sides (“Not 

helpful!”). 

So, the best course of action seems to be to 

continue blindly as though it’s not 

happening, just the way so many people do 

in those “evil,” “greedy” corporations. But 

what would we have to say to ourselves if 

we framed this as a moral question about 

individual persons rather than as 

an administrative or business decision about 

an institution? 

Better to have one’s eyes open and priorities 

straight. It keeps body and soul healthier. 

 

Randall Smith 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/07/moral-blind-

spots/#:~:text=Experience%20suggests%2C%20and%20multiple%20studies,of%20our%20visio

n%20of%20things.  

 

 

 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/07/moral-blind-spots/#:~:text=Experience%20suggests%2C%20and%20multiple%20studies,of%20our%20vision%20of%20things
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/07/moral-blind-spots/#:~:text=Experience%20suggests%2C%20and%20multiple%20studies,of%20our%20vision%20of%20things
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2025/01/07/moral-blind-spots/#:~:text=Experience%20suggests%2C%20and%20multiple%20studies,of%20our%20vision%20of%20things
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New Jersey Ends Basic Reading and Writing Skills Test Requirement for 

Teachers 

 

Teachers in New Jersey will no longer be 

required to pass a basic reading, writing and 

mathematics test to be eligible for public 

schools, according to a new law. 

Act 1669, which was signed into law by 

Gov. Phil Murphy in June, went into effect 

on Wednesday at the start of the new year. 

The law aims to tackle teacher shortages in 

the state by removing what the New Jersey 

Education Association (NJEA), a teachers’ 

union, called a “barrier” to certification in 

2023. 

The law states, “[T]he State Board of 

Education shall not require a candidate 

seeking a certificate of eligibility, a 

certificate of eligibility with advanced 

standing, a provisional certificate, or a 

standard instructional certificate to complete 

a Commissioner of Education-approved test 

of basic reading, writing, and mathematics 

skills including, but not limited to, the 

Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators 

test, in order to obtain a certificate of 

eligibility, a certificate of eligibility with 

advanced standing, a provisional certificate, 

or a standard instructional certificate.” 

The Praxis Core Academic Skills for 

Educators test is used by over 40 states and 

territories in the country and includes 

questions on English and mathematics as 

well as basic questions on specific subjects. 

“We need more teachers. This is the best 

way to get them,” state Sen. Jim Beach (D-

Camden) argued when the bill was passed. 

Teachers may still be required to pass 

specialized tests regarding their fields. They 

will also require a minimum GPA and 

credits regarding their field as well as a 

bachelor’s degree. 

Fox News Digital reached out to the New 

Jersey Education Association for comment. 

Over the past few years, multiple states have 

lowered standards for teacher certification to 

combat a nationwide shortage. 

In 2022, California enacted an emergency 

executive order to throw out the required 

traditional credentials for teachers to 

help recruit parents as substitutes. 

Arizona enacted a similar order that year 

that allowed educators to begin 

teaching before graduating from college. 

 

Lindsay Kornick 

https://nypost.com/2025/01/06/us-news/new-jersey-ends-basic-reading-and-writing-skills-test-

requirement-for-

teachers/#:~:text=Teachers%20in%20New%20Jersey%20will,start%20of%20the%20new%20ye

ar.  

 

 

 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2024/A1669/bill-text?f=AL24&n=26_
https://teachercertification.com/praxis/praxis-test-locations/
https://teachercertification.com/praxis/praxis-test-locations/
https://newjerseymonitor.com/briefs/measure-ending-basic-skills-tests-for-teachers-goes-to-governors-desk/
https://nypost.com/2025/01/06/us-news/new-jersey-ends-basic-reading-and-writing-skills-test-requirement-for-teachers/#:~:text=Teachers%20in%20New%20Jersey%20will,start%20of%20the%20new%20year
https://nypost.com/2025/01/06/us-news/new-jersey-ends-basic-reading-and-writing-skills-test-requirement-for-teachers/#:~:text=Teachers%20in%20New%20Jersey%20will,start%20of%20the%20new%20year
https://nypost.com/2025/01/06/us-news/new-jersey-ends-basic-reading-and-writing-skills-test-requirement-for-teachers/#:~:text=Teachers%20in%20New%20Jersey%20will,start%20of%20the%20new%20year
https://nypost.com/2025/01/06/us-news/new-jersey-ends-basic-reading-and-writing-skills-test-requirement-for-teachers/#:~:text=Teachers%20in%20New%20Jersey%20will,start%20of%20the%20new%20year
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California Bars Faithful Catholic Families from The Foster Care System 

 

A new directive from the Department of Social Services released in late 2024 requires foster 

parents to explicitly proclaim that they support the idea of a child’s ability to change his or her 

gender identity. 

 

Demanding special rights has been a 

successful strategy of the transgender 

advocacy movement. From lobbying for 

federal mandates for the inclusion of 

biological males on high school and college 

women’s sports teams to requirements for 

gender-inclusive restrooms and sports locker 

rooms, trans-rights have dominated much of 

the conversation about LGBTQ rights these 

past few years. 

Often missing in these conversations has 

been the erosion of the civil rights of those 

with traditional/biblical views on gender and 

sexuality. In fact, faithful Catholics and 

others who believe in the immutability of 

sex and gender, are increasingly losing their 

rights to employment, to participation in 

organized sports, and most recently, in 

California, the ability to be foster parents to 

California’s most vulnerable children. 

SB 407, originally a bill authored by 

California’s Senator Scott Wiener (D-San 

Francisco)—a longtime advocate for 

LGBTQ causes—mandates that foster 

parents must affirm a child’s chosen gender 

identity or sexual orientation even if such 

affirmations are counter to the foster 

parent’s strongly held religious or moral 

views. The law passed in 2023—even 

though concerned foster parents from 

throughout the state traveled to Sacramento 

to try and dissuade lawmakers from 

supporting a bill that would likely be used to 

purge the foster care system of faithful 

religious families. 

In the early months following the passage of 

SB 407, foster parents were still allowed to 

verbally affirm that they would provide a 

loving home to any child, regardless of 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

But a new directive from the Department of 

Social Services released on November 14, 

2024 became a problem for 

faithful/traditional foster parents, because it 

required these parents to explicitly proclaim 

that they supported the idea of a child’s 

ability to change his or her gender identity. 

Claiming to be “family-friendly, and child-

centered,” the November 14th directive 

demands that all foster families must 

“receive training on cultural sensitivity 

regarding sexual orientation and gender 

identity expression (SOGIE) and best 

practices for providing care to lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning 

(LGBTQ+) children.” 

In addition to the mandated re-education of 

potential and current foster families, the 

November 14 letter, sent to county and state-

licensed foster care agencies, stated, “Each 

resource family must have the capacity, 

ability, and willingness to safeguard a 

child’s or non-minor dependent’s personal 

rights and respect and honor the child’s 

identities regardless of their own values and 

beliefs.” 

A close reading of this 

directive demonstrates that the State of 

California is now forcing speech and 

behavior in order to allow foster parents to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3nKm8kESKs&t=3s
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-69.pdf?ver=2024-11-19-154231-617
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-69.pdf?ver=2024-11-19-154231-617
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-69.pdf?ver=2024-11-19-154231-617
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continue to participate in California’s foster 

care system. 

Beyond the affirmation process, there is an 

intensive Family Evaluation interview 

process by the State focusing on gender and 

sexual orientation and “intended to assess 

the family’s ability, willingness and capacity 

to provide a safe, accepting and affirming 

home to prevent additional trauma to any 

child or non-minor dependent who could be 

placed with them by asking direct and open-

ended questions about their ability and 

capacity to care for LGBTQ+ children and 

NMDs [non-minor dependents].” 

Because of these new requirements, foster 

parents have already had their foster family 

re-certification denied. 

According to the California Family Council, 

a Fresno-based California conservative 

Christian non-profit organization, families 

who refuse to sign a document affirming the 

gender and sexual orientation of children 

have already lost their ability to continue to 

be foster families. According to Greg Burt of 

the California Family Council, one father 

who contacted his Council, said that he and 

his wife had provided foster care to lots of 

young children over the years. But a social 

worker recently refused to renew their 

foster care license because they could not 

promise to sign a document affirming a 

transgender identity. 

While few people outside the foster care 

system in California even know of the 

threats to the civil rights of foster care 

parents by forcing them to affirm the 

transgender identity and deny the  

 

 

 

 

immutability of one’s God-given sex/gender 

in order to become foster parents, this case 

has resonance for all Christians and all of 

those with traditional views of sex/gender. 

Kevin Snyder, chief counsel of the 

conservative Pacific Justice Institute, told a 

reporter: 

California parents may think, ‘This 

doesn’t concern me—I’m not a 

foster parent.’ In fact, it does concern 

you. There is now a very small step 

for the state to deem any parent as 

unfit to raise their own children if the 

family holds a view that contradicts 

the state’s ideology on gender and 

sexual orientation. This could result 

in a visit by Child Protective 

Services with tragic consequences 

for the home. 

It is likely that there will be legal challenges 

to the directive mandated by California’s SB 

407. There is historical 

precedent safeguarding Catholics from this 

kind of abuse. In 2021, the Supreme Court 

ruled unanimously in Fulton v City of 

Philadelphia that the City of Philadelphia 

violated a Catholic foster care agency’s First 

Amendment rights when the City refused to 

renew the agency’s contract unless it 

certified same-sex couples as foster parents. 

Until the Supreme Court ruling, the City of 

Philadelphia denied contracts to Catholic 

foster agencies that would not place children 

in same-sex households. 

The California Department of Social 

Services overreach will probably meet a fate 

similar to that of the City of Philadelphia. 

But it will take years for legal challenges to 

reach the Supreme Court. 

 

 

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-69.pdf?ver=2024-11-19-154231-617
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACLs/2024/24-69.pdf?ver=2024-11-19-154231-617
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/new-law-forces-parents-to-abandon-religious-beliefs-to-become-foster-parents/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/new-law-forces-parents-to-abandon-religious-beliefs-to-become-foster-parents/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/19-123_g3bi.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/19-123_g3bi.pdf
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In the meantime, foster children—some of 

the most vulnerable children in the 

country—will be deprived of being sheltered 

and supported by loving faithful families 

whose only “crime” is their religious beliefs. 

 

Anne Hendershott 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/07/california-bars-faithful-catholic-families-from-

the-foster-care-system/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/07/california-bars-faithful-catholic-families-from-the-foster-care-system/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/01/07/california-bars-faithful-catholic-families-from-the-foster-care-system/
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UK Private Catholic Schools Oppose Government VAT Raid 

 

LEICESTER, United Kingdom – Members of many religious schools in England are complaining 

that New Year’s celebrations are being cancelled due to the imposition of a new Value Added Tax 

(VAT) on private schools in the country. 

 

Unlike the United States, religious schools 

in the United Kingdom are usually state 

funded, however 20 per cent of religious 

schools are private schools. Although the 

British people often think of private schools 

being like Eton or Harrow – famous “public 

schools” known for their wealthy and often 

upper-class students – most religious private 

schools have a much poorer clientele. 

The new Labour Government – elected in 

July – says it was ending tax breaks on 

private schools “to improve standards and 

opportunities for the nine out of 10 children 

who attend state schools”. 

“The money raised from VAT will fund 

public services, including education 

priorities for the next academic year,” the 

government said in a statement. 

However, in addition to the increase in 

tuition fees, parents are complaining the 

imposition of the tax on January 1 – the 

middle of the school calendar – is an 

additional burden. 

Caroline Farrow, a Catholic British 

journalist and commentator, says the way 

the new tax was implemented gave parents 

who would now no longer be able to afford 

the fees, “the unpalatable decision of 

whether or not to withdraw their children 

from independent schools, straight away, or 

midway through the academic year, causing 

them maximum disruption”. 

“In addition to the stress of finding a school 

place at extremely short notice, many 

parents were faced with still having to pay 

for the Autumn term’s fees or loss of 

deposit, because independent schools 

contractually require at least a term’s notice 

of a child’s departure if it is outside of the 

natural leaving date,” she said. 

“Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 face 

significant difficulty finding school places in 

state schools, and official government 

advice published on local authority websites, 

is that students should not be transferring 

schools, especially during years 10 and 11, 

when they are studying for their GCSE 

public examinations,” Farrow added. 

The General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (GCSE) is an academic 

qualification in a range of subjects and play 

the most significant role in a student’s 

advancement in education. 

St. Joseph’s Preparatory School in Stoke-on-

Trent announced it would shut for good at 

the end of 2024 due to the VAT rule. 

“I hoped we would be able to get through it, 

but the introduction of VAT and the 

reduction of business rates is the straw that 

will break the camel’s back,” Headteacher 

Dan Hood told the BBC. 

“We are not in a position to absorb 20 per 

cent VAT increases; we have struggled as it 

is. I’ve got 22 staff that will now need to 

find a new job and I’ve got 70 children that 

need a new school. It is dreadful for all 

concerned,” he said. 

Although religious private schools have 

asked for an exemption, the Labour 
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Government says it will not lift the VAT for 

those schools. 

Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson told 

ITV News there won’t be any exemptions 

“in this area because we have to raise money 

to invest in the state sector”. 

“We’ve had a lot of scaremongering and 

bogus data from private school lobby groups 

over a number of years. We announced this 

policy some years ago, ahead of the election, 

we’d always been clear it was our intention 

to make this change,” she said. 

Farrow said the VAT ruling will hurt 

students with special needs the most. 

“My two youngest children both have 

complex autism; we applied for an EHCP 

for my son in May 2023 and have had to go 

through the appeals process twice, in order 

for it to be granted. Had we been able to 

afford it, we would have sent him to a local 

specialist independent school for boys with 

learning difficulties,” she said. 

“Had we done so, he would have got the 

help he needed, whereas now, he has begun 

to spiral as a result of being in a school that 

is constantly overwhelming, but we would 

also now be subject to an additional 20 

percent in VAT. Our Local Authority does 

pay for children to attend this school, so 

parents paying themselves, are saving the 

state a considerable amount of money,” 

Farrow said. 

She added many parents in our situation 

who have children with autism know that 

their children do not have time to spare and 

therefore choose to enroll them in 

independent education because it is easier 

than going through the EHCP process and it 

guarantees their children can access the 

support and environment they need in order 

to be able to learn. 

“If your child attends a mainstream private 

school, but receives additional education 

related to their learning difficulty, such as 

literacy or numeracy support for dyslexia or 

dyscalculia, or targeted support to help them 

to help them identify trigger situations, 

strategies to cope and emotional regulation 

techniques, these too will now be subject to 

an additional 20 percent tax,” she said. 

The full interview with Farrow follows. 

Crux: On January 1, the new Labour 

government added a 20 percent Value 

Added Tax (VAT) to independent private 

schools. How has this affected students at 

these schools? 

Farrow: The announcement that VAT would 

be imposed on school fees was made in July 

2024, during the school summer holiday 

period. Although this policy had formed part 

of the Labour Party’s election manifesto, 

parents were caught off guard because of the 

extremely short notice period of 6 months 

and because the tax would begin to take 

effect in the middle of the school year. 

This gave parents who would now no longer 

be able to afford the fees, the unpalatable 

decision of whether or not to withdraw their 

children from independent schools, straight 

away, or midway through the academic year, 

causing them maximum disruption. Parents 

therefore only had a few weeks to find a 

school place for their child; a task which 

was not made any easier given that all of the 

schools were closed, giving parents no 

opportunity to either view a prospective 

school or discuss their child’s needs with 

staff. Local Authority staff were also on 

holiday meaning that parents were also 

unable to discover which schools local to 

them may have places. 

By contrast, when a previous Labour 

government phased out the assisted places 

scheme, whereby the state would pay for a 

place at an independent school for talented 
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or bright children from a low-income 

background, they did at least do this in a 

way that allowed children who were already 

at the school to complete their education. 

There has been no similar accommodation 

made this time round. At the same time as 

introducing a tax on education, the 

government has also introduced a tax on 

Vaping, but this is not going to take effect 

for 2 years to give the industry time to 

adjust. With 6 months’ notice, independent 

schools have been scrambling to implement 

the changes in time, many are yet to receive 

VAT numbers from the government and 

have had to acquire new accounting 

software and figure out which services may 

or may not be subject to VAT, and what, if 

anything they can reclaim. 

In addition to the stress of finding a school 

place at extremely short notice, many 

parents were faced with still having to pay 

for the Autumn term’s fees or loss of 

deposit, because independent schools 

contractually require at least a term’s notice 

of a child’s departure if it is outside of the 

natural leaving date. 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 face 

significant difficulty finding school places in 

state schools, and official government 

advice published on local authority websites, 

is that students should not be transferring 

schools, especially during years 10 and 11, 

when they are studying for their GCSE 

public examinations. Many schools will 

refuse to accept transfers because students 

will be faced with academic challenges with 

different exam boards and curriculums, and 

it is likely that their studies will significantly 

suffer.  Additionally in many areas, such as 

Surrey, where I live and 20 percent of 

children are in independent education, there 

are no school places available, meaning that 

children will have to take transport (funded 

by the local authority) to another school 

over an hour away in a different county. 

The government is relying on the fact that 

many parents such as myself will move 

heaven and earth not to subject their 

children to such unnecessary stress and will 

be forced to take extreme financial 

measures, such as taking a loan, or 

drastically cutting back their expenditure in 

order to keep their children in education. 

It is too early to say what the effects of the 

policy have been so far, but it is fair to say 

that this will inflict additional stress on 

students whether they are forced through the 

traumatic experience of leaving their 

existing school, or the financial pressure that 

is being placed on their family. While we 

have done our best to cushion our children, 

they are very well aware that money is now 

in short supply and that as a result, we all 

need to make some difficult changes. 

Why have independent private Catholic 

schools been especially affected by this 

new tax? 

Many independent Catholic schools have 

been affected by these changes, because 

they are small schools running on a tight 

budget. The image that the general public 

has of independent schools is that they are 

all grand historic establishments, charging 

exorbitant fees and boasting state of the art 

facilities, such as performing arts suites, 

astroturf sports pitches and even horse-

riding stables. While some schools are like 

this, many others are much smaller 

institutions with far humbler facilities, on a 

par with many state schools. 

The reason that parents chose them is 

because they offer smaller classes and a 

much smaller staff-pupil ratio, meaning that 

pupils are able to get more individual 

attention and pastoral support. We chose 

independent education partly for this reason, 

but also because our children did not get 

places at our local state Catholic schools, so 

going independent was the only way to 
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obtain Catholic education – my husband is a 

priest, the house is often busy and therefore 

home education was not a viable option for 

us. 

It is very likely that smaller independent 

Catholic schools will be forced to close as a 

result of falling pupil numbers, leaving 

Catholic children without school places, let 

alone Catholic school places, as the state 

sector is often oversubscribed, and staff 

without jobs. Many of the smaller 

independent Catholic schools charge modest 

fees, but the 20 percent increase will drive 

many parents over-budget. In one local 

independent school, a Year 7 intake typically 

consists of 90-100 pupils; this year, it has 

dropped to 47. 

The government claims that very few pupils 

will be affected by the addition of VAT on 

school fees, but crucially they do intend to 

complete any impact assessment or 

monitoring beyond the next 2-3 months. 

Realistically, we will begin to see the need 

for state school places to dramatically rise in 

the next 2-3 years as children complete their 

GCSEs, then switch to the state sector aged 

16, for their A Levels. Similarly, parents 

with pupils currently in elementary or junior 

independent education, will likely transfer 

them to the state sector for their secondary 

education. 

In common with all independent schools, 

Catholic schools will have to cut back on 

bursaries and scholarships that they offer to 

low-income students and put a halt to some 

of the charitable activities such as loaning 

facilities and staff to state schools. Some 

state school parents have reported that they 

can no longer send their children to 

swimming lessons held by private schools, 

because these are now also subject to the 

additional VAT. 

It is not just the VAT that schools are coping 

with, the Chancellor also announced that 

independent schools are no longer to be 

perceived as charities and thus their business 

rate tax relief is being removed. Together 

with the increases in employers’ national 

insurance contributions announced in the 

budget, schools are coping with a ‘triple 

whammy’ effect. 

You have been speaking about the reason 

parents of children with autism are 

especially hurt by this new tax. Why is 

this the case? 

I’ve been speaking about how parents of 

children with autism are particularly 

affected by this change, because many of my 

children have the condition. One of my 

children who is in independent education is 

autistic but also extremely academically able 

and therefore needs to be in a mainstream 

environment. She is being very well 

supported by her Catholic independent 

school who are able to make the 

accommodations she needs to access the 

curriculum and who also give her a lot of 

pastoral care and support. One of her 

challenges is that she is very auditorily 

sensitive and easily overwhelmed by lots of 

people and noise. It is abundantly clear that 

she would not be able to manage in a local 

large mainstream mixed-sex comprehensive, 

with 30 people per class, and around 200 

people in her year. She often finds her 

current school, which is under half the size, 

overwhelming. 

Because she is performing well 

academically, she would not qualify for an 

Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

which would outline the support she would 

need in a state mainstream school. The 

process for obtaining an EHCP is 

labyrinthine and complex, and takes on 

average around two years. 

My two youngest children both have 

complex autism; we applied for an EHCP 

for my son in May 2023 and have had to go 
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through the appeals process twice, in order 

for it to be granted. Had we been able to 

afford it, we would have sent him to a local 

specialist independent school for boys with 

learning difficulties. Had we done so, he 

would have got the help he needed, whereas 

now, he has begun to spiral as a result of 

being in a school that is constantly 

overwhelming, but we would also now be 

subject to an additional 20 per cent in VAT. 

Our Local Authority does pay for children to 

attend this school, so parents paying 

themselves, are saving the state a 

considerable amount of money. 

Many parents in our situation who have 

children with autism know that their 

children do not have time to spare and 

therefore choose to enroll them in 

independent education because it is easier 

than going through the EHCP process and it 

guarantees their children can access the 

support and environment they need in order 

to be able to learn. It is not about gaining 

any academic or social advantage, but 

merely about their children being able to 

gain their qualifications and the skills they 

need to get a job, in an environment where 

they can thrive. They have had no other 

viable option than to use independent 

education, which has often entailed massive 

sacrifice, and are now being clobbered for 

an additional 20 per cent. The tax effectively 

amounts to a tax on the education of 

disabled children, which is why so many 

parents are speaking out. 

If your child attends a mainstream private 

school, but receives additional education 

related to their learning difficulty, such as 

literacy or numeracy support for dyslexia or 

dyscalculia, or targeted support to help them 

to help them identify trigger situations, 

strategies to cope and emotional regulation 

techniques, these too will now be subject to 

an additional 20 per cent tax. 

 

Charles Collins/Crux 

https://thecatholicherald.com/uk-private-catholic-schools-oppose-government-vat-

raid/#:~:text=LEICESTER%2C%20United%20Kingdom%20%E2%80%93%20Members%20of,

private%20schools%20in%20the%20country.  
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Visit New St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Museum (With Slideshow) 

 

Aleteia attended the opening of a new museum and visitor center dedicated to St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton. We share some highlights with our readers. 

 

On Friday, September 22, the National 

Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton celebrated 

the grand opening of its new $4 million 

museum and visitor center in Emmitsburg, 

Maryland. 

The first American-born saint, Elizabeth 

Ann Seton converted to Catholicism after 

the death of her beloved husband, William, 

in 1803. She entered the Catholic Church in 

1805, and in 1809 founded a religious 

congregation, the Sisters of Charity of St. 

Joseph in Emmitsburg. It was the first 

religious community for women founded in 

the United States. 

The roots of Catholic education in the US 

can also be traced to Mother Seton through 

schools that she founded. Daughters and 

Sisters of Charity continue to play a vibrant 

role in the life of the Church through 

congregations in the US and Canada, 

especially in their service to the poor and 

disadvantaged. 

Gateway to a saint 

The new museum and visitor center focuses 

on these achievements, but also on St. 

Elizabeth’s personal journey – a life story 

that encompassed joy and suffering, spiritual 

discovery, and service to others in imitation 

of Christ. 

Late Friday morning, hundreds of people 

entered the Basilica where St. Elizabeth’s 

body is entombed for a Mass celebrated by 

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore.  

 

In his homily, Archbishop Lori declared that 

the new facility was “like a gateway (...) The 

museum with its precious artifacts and 

interactive displays invites us to grow in 

appreciation of the spiritual journey that 

Elizabeth Ann Seton underwent, to strive for 

the sanctity that she attained, and to embrace 

her legacy of loving service ...” 

“Plenty of new things” 

Among the attendees was Shannon Boyle, a 

native of the Emmitsburg area. The 

celebration had particular significance for 

her as she worked for the Sisters of Charity 

for 45 years and also attended Mother 

Seton’s canonization in 1975. “It’s 

something you never forget,” Boyle says of 

that day. Going through the museum, she 

was impressed by the number of relics that 

organizers had gathered. “Even though I 

worked here all those years, there are plenty 

of new things to see.” 

Elizabeth, the seeker 

The museum consists of three galleries 

containing holy artifacts, dramatized videos, 

and interactive displays. The first gallery, 

"Seeker," focuses on St. Elizabeth’s difficult 

early years, her idyllic marriage to William 

Magee Seton at age 19, her sudden 

widowhood while the young couple was in 

Italy, and her conversion to the Catholic 

faith. Among the treasures in this section are 

miniature life portraits of Elizabeth and 

William, along with her wedding ring and a 

christening dress she made for her daughter 

Catherine. 

https://aleteia.org/2021/01/04/3-lessons-from-the-life-of-st-elizabeth-ann-seton-for-the-modern-christian/
https://aleteia.org/2021/01/04/3-lessons-from-the-life-of-st-elizabeth-ann-seton-for-the-modern-christian/
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There are also an impressive number of 

original books and manuscripts on display, 

some in Elizabeth Seton’s own hand – 

including one of her commonplace books, 

where the young Elizabeth would write 

down parts of stories, poems, and other 

writings that interested her. 

A servant’s bonnet 

The next gallery, “Servant,” is dedicated to 

the foundation of the Sisters of Charity, St. 

Elizabeth’s maturing spirituality, and her 

many years devoted to the spiritual, 

intellectual, and material welfare of others. 

“When Mother Seton decided to convert, 

she was invited to Baltimore by Bishop John 

Carroll,” recounted Becca Corbell, the 

Shrine’s Associate Program Director. “He 

was the only Bishop of the United States at 

the time and had heard of Mother Seton. 

Catholics today will often say, ‘Oh, the 

Catholic world is very small.’ It was 

particularly small in the early 1800s.” 

Corbell led us to one of her favorite relics: 

Mother Seton’s iconic black bonnet and 

shawl. “There is an ‘S’ sewn on the back, so 

that when (the Sisters) did laundry they 

would know it was hers. So, we know this 

was hers. That’s very exciting.” 

The bonnet was donated to the museum by 

the Sisters of Charity of New York, as were 

many other objects on display. Many of 

them can be safely displayed for the first 

time thanks to technology that allows light, 

temperature, and humidity to be carefully 

manipulated within each gallery and in the 

display cases. 

A saint for the suffering 

The final gallery, "Saint," is dominated by 

the very banner that was on display in St. 

Peter’s Square during St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton’s canonization.  

The gallery also tells the stories of those 

whose lives were touched by Mother Seton, 

including Ann O’Neill. At the age of four, 

Ann was diagnosed at St. Agnes Hospital in 

Baltimore, Maryland, with acute lymphatic 

leukemia and sent home to die. Many at the 

hospital prayed for Mother Seton’s 

intercession and Ann’s mother traveled to 

Emmitsburg to pray before her relics. Soon 

afterward, little Ann was healed. It was one 

of the miracles that led to St. Elizabeth’s 

canonization. 

The museum makes it clear just how 

approachable St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is for 

those who are suffering. From a young age, 

she had to face the same hardships that most 

of us encounter at one moment or another – 

uncertainty and sadness, bankruptcy, and the 

loss of family members including her 

husband and two daughters. 

A story that can change lives 

Highlighting these aspects of St. Elizabeth's 

life was a deliberate choice, according to 

Tony Dilulio, the shrine’s Programs 

Director: 

I think it’s really important for 

people today to understand that 

Mother Seton was not the stuffy 

schoolteacher that, say, I thought she 

was when I was a kid. She had this 

dynamic life, this incredible story 

that the Holy Spirit wrote of her life 

that has episodes that can inspire and 

encourage people of all walks of life. 

“Stories change lives,” Delilio continued. 

“And her story really inspires people. Even 

in the few days we’ve had this open, I see 

people coming through with tears in their 

eyes because they connect with her." 
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To continue our tour of the shrine and new 

museum, view the slideshow below. You can 

find out more about the Shrine of St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton and the new museum 

and visitor center at their website. 

 

John Touhey 

https://aleteia.org/2023/09/26/visit-new-st-elizabeth-ann-seton-museum-with-slideshow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://setonshrine.org/
https://setonshrine.org/
https://setonshrine.org/
https://aleteia.org/2023/09/26/visit-new-st-elizabeth-ann-seton-museum-with-slideshow
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How Mother Seton and The Catholic Church Saved New York City 

 

Overcoming violent anti-Catholicism, poverty, and gangs, the Sisters of Charity opened the 

doors of opportunity to generations of immigrants. 

 

The narrow hallways of 32 Prince Street in 

Lower Manhattan silently echo with the 

stories of an age gone by: the long lost 

voices of orphan children clamoring in the 

small courtyard as the nuns would scurry 

about ushering them across the street for 

Sunday Mass at the just dedicated “Old” St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral on Mott Street, a faded 

portrait of grace and beauty painted on a 

canvas that at the time could easily have 

been mistaken for hell. 

The beginning 

The year was 1815, and New York “City” 

would be completely unrecognizable to 

those who identify it by its soaring 

skyscrapers and broad avenues. It was a time 

when Canal “Street,” actually a canal at the 

time, was the northernmost boundary. 

Beyond it were rolling hills, forests, and 

farms leading clear up the Hudson River. 

While the “teeming” population of 80,000 

supported itself through traditional trades, 

New York was rapidly becoming the 

import/export capital of the country with its 

expansive port and sheltered harbor. 

The fledgling Catholic community, made up 

mainly of Irish, German, and French 

immigrants, was the religious minority, and 

anti-Catholic sentiment among the 

descendants of colonists was de rigueur. 

Few churches, and even fewer priests, made 

access to the sacraments a challenge. 

On November 24, 1815, following a 

grueling sea passage that had many 

convinced she had met her end in the depths 

of the Atlantic, the 147-ton brig ‘Sally’ 

dropped anchor in New York Harbor, 

depositing a weary 68-year-old Bishop John 

Connolly on the bustling docks of the East 

River. Connolly, being the second bishop of 

New York, was the first to set foot on its 

cobbled streets, as the previous bishop lost 

his life in the Napoleonic Wars before he 

could ever make the journey to the New 

World. 

Historian Monsignor Peter Guilday of 

Catholic University remarks, “It may well 

be doubted if, in the entire history of the 

Catholic Church in the United States, any 

other bishop began his episcopal life under 

such disheartening conditions.” 

Some 15,000 Catholics, four priests, and 

three churches … one of which was 300 

miles north, in Albany: This new flock, 

which was suffering abject poverty, disease, 

and anti-Catholic bigotry welcomed their 

new shepherd with hope. And he set about 

the business of serving his flock with 

enviable zeal, attracting vocations, opening 

parishes, and penning a letter that would 

ultimately lead to one his most notable 

achievements. 

Among the imminent challenges facing the 

new bishop was that of homeless children. 

Prostitution and contracted life expectancy 

among adult parents due to disease led to an 

abundance of orphaned infants and children 

left to the streets. 

So in a letter dated July 14, 1817, to Mother 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, whose growing order, 

the Sisters of Charity, had taken up 

residence in Emmitsburg, Maryland, Bishop 

Connolly implored her to send three nuns to 
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open an orphanage to serve the dire needs of 

his burgeoning see. 

And barely a month later, on August 20, 

1817, Sr. Rose White, Sr. Cecilia O’Conway, 

and Sr. Felicite Brady of the Sisters of 

Charity arrived at their first home in New 

York, a small post-Revolutionary field 

hospital known as “The Dead House.” Its 

wide plank floors were so stained with 

soldiers’ blood that no amount of scrubbing 

would ever remove the memory of those 

who crossed the threshold. 

Within a week’s time, the Sisters welcomed 

the first five orphans into the shelter, and the 

Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum of the 

Sisters of Charity, the first Catholic 

orphanage in the United States, was 

established. By cleverly arranging the 

interior space, they managed to 

accommodate 23 additional orphans, 

bringing the number to 28. 

Over the next few years the orphanage grew 

in size and population, and was frequently 

visited by both benefactors and volunteers. 

Among them was a young black girl named 

Euphemia Toussaint and her uncle, Pierre, 

who would arrive bearing pastries and fruits 

to throw a great celebration for the young 

girls’ birthdays. It is said that Euphemia’s 

heart was with the orphans from her early 

childhood, and after her tragic passing at 

only 14 years of age, her uncle, who had 

previously been instrumental in raising 

funds for both the church and orphanage, 

redoubled his efforts, even opening his own 

home at 105 Reade Street to shelter and 

educate orphans. Euphemia was laid to rest 

in view of the orphanage in the cemetery at 

St. Patrick’s on May 11, 1829. 

From humble beginnings in a city not yet 

realized, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s prophetic 

decision to send the three pioneering nuns to 

what would become the greatest city in the 

world laid the foundation for over 180 

schools, 28 hospitals, 23 childcare 

institutions and countless other ministries 

providing Faith-guided care that allowed 

generations of impoverished immigrants to 

build lives filled with promise, and build the 

city of dreams. 

Add to their litany of service, in 1862, their 

care for the wounded soldiers returning from 

the Civil War, which dramatically altered 

how Catholics were viewed at the time. In 

1912 they received and cared for the 

survivors of the ill fated R.M.S. Titanic at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital, and in the 1950s taught a 

young Martin Scorsese how to read and 

write at their St. Patrick’s School on Mott 

Street. 

In the dramatic tale of New York City, the 

Sisters of Charity have played an epic role 

as Catholic women, care givers, and 

educators profoundly shaping the very soul 

of the city of concrete and steel. The legacy 

of their heroic work is indivisibly woven in 

the rich cultural fabric of a city of men and 

women drawn by the promise of a better life 

… and a better life was exactly what the 

Sisters of Charity afforded them. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, please pray for us. 

 

Jeffrey Bruno 

https://aleteia.org/2019/09/04/how-the-catholic-church-saved-new-york-city-part-1  

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2019/09/04/how-the-catholic-church-saved-new-york-city-part-1


273 
 

A Conversation with Joseph Pearce About Ignatius Critical Editions 

 

“The greatest of literature enlivens the soul and enlightens the mind,” says Pearce, Series Editor 

for the Ignatius Critical Editions, “it edifies and educates; it helps us to love and understand each 

other and lifts us closer to God.” 

 

There are many problems with the education 

system in the United States and throughout 

Western society. These are problems in 

society as a whole, which have infected the 

education system. Literature studies are not 

immune. Countless modern perversions and 

proclivities are constantly being read into 

classic works of time-tested literary genius. 

In an effort to combat this, Ignatius Press 

continues to produce the Ignatius Critical 

Editions series, in which the complete text 

of the original work is published, as well as 

essays by respectable and tradition-loving 

(and usually Catholic) scholars and experts. 

Joseph Pearce serves as Series Editor for 

the Ignatius Critical Editions, overseeing the 

series on the whole, and serving as the editor 

of many of the individual volumes. Pearce is 

a prolific author, particularly in the realm of 

literature and the Catholic faith, having 

written biographies of William 

Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde, G.K. 

Chesterton, Alexander 

Solzhenitsyn, J.R.R. Tolkien, and more. 

The two most recent volumes published in 

the series are The Best of Sherlock Holmes, 

which is edited by Trevor Lipscombe, 

and Romantic Poets: Volume II, featuring 

Byron, Shelley, and Keats, and edited by 

Pearce and Robert Asch. 

The next volumes planned are The Great 

Gatsby, Melville Collection (“Bartleby, the 

Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street”, “Benito 

Cereno”, and “Billy Budd, Sailor”), 

and David Copperfield. 

Pearce recently spoke with The Catholic 

World Report about the new and upcoming 

volumes in the Ignatius Critical 

Editions series, and the role that literature 

and beauty can play in evangelization. 

Catholic World Report: Can you give us a 

little background on the Ignatius Critical 

Editions series, including the story behind 

its genesis, and the purpose of the series 

going forward? 

Joseph Pearce: Anyone involved in the 

teaching or studying of literature is aware of 

the hijacking of literature by the advocates 

of secular fundamentalism and radical 

relativism. It is almost impossible to open a 

critical edition of the great literary works of 

Western civilization without being affronted 

by the pernicious fads and fashions of the 

modern academy, whether it be in the form 

of feminist criticism, Marxist criticism, 

queer theory, critical race theory, 

deconstructionism or any of the other 

manifestations of the modern academy’s 

irrational and anti-Christian agenda. 

This sorry state of affairs was brought home 

to me with particular force as I prepared to 

teach a course on Romanticism at Ave Maria 

University. In addition to the works of the 

Romantic Poets, I had included three novels 

on the syllabus: Frankenstein by Mary 

Shelley, Wuthering Heights by Emily 

Brontë, and The Picture of Dorian Gray by 

Oscar Wilde. Upon closer perusal of the 

critical editions of these works that I had 

selected as set texts for my students, I was 

horrified to see the array of anti-Christian 

https://ignatius.com/books/fiction-literature/ignatius-critical-editions/
https://ignatius.com/books/fiction-literature/ignatius-critical-editions/
https://ignatius.com/authors/joseph-pearce/
https://ignatius.com/the-quest-for-shakespeare-qsh/
https://ignatius.com/the-quest-for-shakespeare-qsh/
https://ignatius.com/the-unmasking-of-oscar-wilde-uowp/
https://ignatius.com/wisdom-and-innocence-wi2p/
https://ignatius.com/wisdom-and-innocence-wi2p/
https://ignatius.com/solzhenitsyn-sp/
https://ignatius.com/solzhenitsyn-sp/
https://ignatius.com/tolkien-man-and-myth-tmanp/
https://ignatius.com/the-best-of-sherlock-holmes-7shp/
https://ignatius.com/romantic-poets-volume-2-byron-shelley-and-keats-7rp2p/
https://ignatius.com/frankenstein-7fp/
https://ignatius.com/wuthering-heights-7whp/
https://ignatius.com/the-picture-of-dorian-gray-7pdgp/
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and immoral nonsense posing as “criticism” 

that they contained. This “criticism” had 

manipulated the text so that the meanings 

inherent in the novels and intended by their 

authors were inverted and perverted beyond 

all recognition. 

Why, I wondered, was I patronizing these 

poisonous editions? Why was I putting this 

poison into the hands of my students? It was 

then that I came up with the idea of the 

Ignatius Critical Editions as a means of 

offering professors, teachers, homeschooling 

parents, and students a genuine alternative to 

the nonsense. 

CWR: How did these two new volumes—

Romantic Posts Volume II and The Best of 

Sherlock Holmes—get selected for 

the Ignatius Critical Editions series? 

Pearce: The second volume of the Romantic 

Poets is a natural companion to the first. 

Whereas the first volume has focused on the 

three main poets of the first wave of English 

Romanticism, William Blake, William 

Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

this new volume focuses on the second 

generation of Romantic Poets: Byron, 

Shelley and Keats. 

The Best of Sherlock Holmes seemed a 

natural choice to add to the series, 

considering the enduring popularity of 

murder mysteries and detective fiction in 

general, and the works of Conan Doyle in 

particular. 

CWR: Some volumes of the Ignatius 

Critical Editions series might strike some 

folks as surprising–Dracula, The 

Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn, Frankenstein, and now Sherlock 

Holmes. 

Pearce: In deciding which titles to include 

in the series, we make a particular point of 

selecting titles that are already on the 

existing curricula of good Catholic schools, 

colleges, and homeschool providers. This 

makes it easy for teachers, parents and 

students to choose the Ignatius Critical 

Edition of these works as part of their 

regular program. 

Each edition contains the full text of the 

work, an introduction, and a selection of 

critical essays by some of the finest literary 

scholars in the world today. The crucial 

difference is that the introduction and the 

critical essays are all written from an 

avowedly and unashamedly tradition-

oriented perspective. There is no nonsense: 

no feminist criticism, no Marxist criticism, 

no deconstructionism, no queer theory, no 

anti-Christianity. 

As such, the Ignatius Critical Editions offer 

a genuine extension of consumer choice, 

enabling instructors and homeschooling 

parents to buy out of the secular 

fundamentalism sweeping through our 

public schools and universities and to buy 

into the rich Christian tradition that had 

given birth to these great books. 

We have also published a separate Study 

Guide for many of the editions, designed to 

assist students. Each Study Guide contains 

everything a student needs to navigate their 

way through these classic works of 

literature, and everything a teacher or parent 

needs to assist them. There is a section 

giving the historical context for the work; 

another section giving the “bare bones” of 

the plot; a summary of the critical essays 

that are published in the edition and related 

study questions. There’s a section listing 

“things to think about while reading the 

book” and, last but not least, a section of 

review questions to test the student’s 

knowledge of the work. These questions 

include the factual aspects of the text and a 

separate section of essay questions. 

With regard to the latter, each Study Guide 

contains a selection of ten separate essay 

https://ignatius.com/the-romantic-poets-blake-wordsworth-and-coleridge-7rpp/
https://ignatius.com/dracula-7dp/
https://ignatius.com/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn-7hfp/
https://ignatius.com/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn-7hfp/
https://ignatius.com/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn-7hfp/
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questions, pitched at various grades of 

student aptitude from high school to 

undergraduate level. This flexible approach 

will allow the parent or instructor to choose 

the essay prompt that is most appropriate to 

the ability of the individual student. Finally, 

each Study Guide contains a detachable 

Answer Key for use by instructors or 

parents. This gives the answers to the 

general knowledge questions appertaining to 

the text and short summaries of the types of 

critical approach needed for the essays. 

In supporting this series, students, teachers 

and parents will be obtaining Christian-

friendly editions of the great works of 

literature and will also be playing an active 

part in helping this important initiative grow 

in its positive influence on our culture. 

CWR: Does literature have to be explicitly 

Catholic (or even implicitly Catholic) to 

have value, or to be good for our souls? 

Pearce: Insofar as a work reflects goodness, 

truth, and beauty, it is implicitly Catholic 

because the good, true and beautiful are the 

Triune God made manifest. It’s not so much 

whether a work is implicitly or explicitly 

Catholic as whether it is intentionally or 

unintentionally Catholic. Works by pre-

Christian authors, such as Homer, Sophocles 

or Virgil, are clearly not explicitly Catholic, 

but their moral focus can reflect a Catholic 

moral philosophy unintentionally. 

On the other hand, works such as Beowulf, 

Dante’s Divine Comedy, The Lord of the 

Rings, or Brideshead Revisited can be 

shown to be intentionally Catholic. 

CWR: As mentioned, one of the new 

volumes is the second Romantic 

Poets collection. Why look at the Romantic 

poets, and not (yet, at least) other eras, even 

other languages, or specifically Catholic 

poets? 

Pearce: Romanticism, especially in its 

British manifestation, was an important 

reaction against the empiricism and 

materialism of the Enlightenment and 

helped lay the foundation for the neo-

medievalism which blossomed into the 

Catholic literary and cultural revival. St. 

John Henry Newman laid great emphasis on 

the importance of poets, such as Wordsworth 

and Coleridge, on his own thinking and on 

that of his generation. 

A failure to understand the place and 

importance of Romantic poetry is a failure 

to understand the history of Catholic culture 

in the past two hundred years. 

CWR: Can literature be a via 

pulchritudinis that leads us to find God in 

the true, the good, and the beautiful? 

Pearce: Literature leads souls to Christ via 

beauty, truth and goodness. The three 

transcendentals are indissoluble; they are 

triune. They reflect the Godhead. The great 

lyric poetry is the fruit of wonder in the 

presence of beauty; it is the discovery of 

goodness and truth through the kiss of God’s 

Creation. Great narrative literature shows us 

who we are as pilgrims on the journey of 

life, as wayfarers and warriors pursuing 

goodness by fighting evil, thereby growing 

in the truth and beauty of sanity and sanctity. 

CWR: Must a work of art be pleasantly 

beautiful in order to lead us down the “way 

of beauty” or can its beauty be deeper? (I 

think of Grünewald’s painting of the 

Crucifixion, the stories of Flannery 

O’Connor, the music of Gorecki, which 

might not strike everyone as traditionally 

“beautiful”, but which absolutely leads 

down the “way of beauty” toward God.) 

Pearce: Your parenthetical thoughts have 

answered your own question! 

Since love is inseparable from self-sacrifice, 

sanctity is inseparable from the acceptance 
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of suffering. We can only grow in love 

through the struggle with the ugliness and 

darkness of sin. The cross is not beautiful in 

itself, nor is the crucifixion. On the contrary, 

they are the consequence of the ugliness of 

sin. But if we see the way of the cross as the 

road to the Resurrection it becomes 

beautiful. We have to see the crucifixion in 

the light of the resurrection. It is then that it 

attains great beauty. 

Great art and literature reflect this mystical 

reality. It shows us ugliness and evil in the 

light of beauty and goodness. 

CWR: What do you hope readers will take 

away from these books, and their 

accompanying essays? 

Pearce: The Great Books are the great 

voices of the Great Conversation which have 

animated and enriched Christian civilization. 

If we wish to join that Great Conversation, 

we need to be conversant with these great 

voices, these Great Books. The greatest of 

literature enlivens the soul and enlightens 

the mind; it edifies and educates; it helps us 

to love and understand each other and lifts 

us closer to God. 

 

Paul Senz 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/29/a-conversation-with-joseph-pearce-about-

ignatius-critical-editions/  
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Jesuit High School Ignites Faith, Inspires Students to Pursue Priesthood 

 

Talking to the graduates of Jesuit High 

School in Tampa, Florida, who are now 

pursuing priesthood, a familiar refrain 

emerges: Most of them didn’t have a strong 

Catholic faith before entering high school, at 

least not a faith that they considered their 

own. 

“Like many Catholics today, much of my 

faith was very lukewarm growing up,” said 

Austin Smith, a 2017 Jesuit graduate and 

current fifth-year seminarian at St. Vincent 

de Paul Regional Seminary in Boynton 

Beach, Florida. 

But following their high school experience 

— at a school marked by a culture of peer 

ministry, readily available Catholic 

sacraments including daily Mass and 

frequent confession, inspiring retreats, and 

mission trip opportunities — several young 

men in recent years have found that God is 

calling them to serve him in a way they 

couldn’t have imagined before: as priests. 

“I certainly didn’t have any desire to be a 

priest when I was going into Jesuit. I didn’t 

have any desire for a life of virtue in general 

… [but] I can say for my life, [God] has 

surprised me in so many wonderful ways, 

and fulfilled so many of my desires beyond 

my wildest dreams, just from being faithful 

to him and following him,” Smith said. 

Jesuit is an all-boys Catholic high school 

founded in 1899 with approximately 860 

students. Jimmy Mitchell, director of 

campus ministry at Jesuit, has previously 

told CNA that the school’s emphasis on 

peer-to-peer Catholic ministry, whereby 

students are encouraged to share their faith 

with their classmates, fosters among the 

student body what Mitchell calls “a 

brotherhood with eternal consequences.” 

Jesuit High School had 22 students convert 

during the 2020-2021 school year alone 

through its RCIA program — an 

unprecedented number that both continued 

and elevated a trend, with dozens of students 

choosing to accept the Catholic faith each 

year since. 

Easy access to the sacraments — especially 

Mass and confession — is a cornerstone at 

Jesuit. The school also prioritizes “beautiful, 

noble, dignified liturgies” at its Holy Cross 

Chapel, a Romanesque edifice built in 2018 

and designed to encourage devotion. 

Students also participate in mission trips and 

local service opportunities whereby the 

school’s motto, “Men for Others,” is actively 

put into practice. 

Speaking to CNA last year, Jesuit Father 

Richard Hermes, who recently stepped down 

as president of the school to take a 

sabbatical, said that there was “nothing more 

important” to him and to the school than 

promoting the faith and leading the young 

men to God. 

Hermes led the school for 16 years, and 

between 2010 and 2023, over 100 students 

were baptized and received into the Church. 

“They’re leaving here with a mentality of 

being at the service of the Church, and [their 

faith’s] not just dying here after they get the 

diploma,” Hermes said at the time. 

‘Fall in love with God’ 

Smith, who graduated from Jesuit before the 

completion of the new chapel and before the 

arrival of Mitchell as campus minister, 

nevertheless described the school 

environment “like a womb of faith” that 

provided him “foundational steps along the 

path” to grow the seed of faith that he 

https://www.jesuittampa.org/
https://www.jesuittampa.org/
https://www.svdp.edu/
https://www.svdp.edu/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/255428/holy-friendships-continue-to-transform-all-boys-catholic-high-school-in-tampa
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/255428/holy-friendships-continue-to-transform-all-boys-catholic-high-school-in-tampa
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/255428/holy-friendships-continue-to-transform-all-boys-catholic-high-school-in-tampa
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already had after first hearing a call to the 

priesthood at age 16. 

“I had an experience of God’s love in the 

sacrament of confession. It was at that time 

that I decided to start following God. I 

started going to confession pretty much 

every week as a personal commitment I had 

made to follow God,” he explained. 

He said the school provided him and other 

young men interested in the priesthood the 

opportunity to go on discernment retreats. 

The example of the Jesuit priests at the 

school, including Hermes, the former school 

president, helped to make the priestly 

lifestyle seem more like a possibility for 

Smith. 

“You had many priests there. You had daily 

Mass twice a day. You had solid theology. 

You had good retreats … it was a great place 

to grow in faith,” he said. 

And despite the school’s commitment to an 

orthodox teaching of the Catholic faith, 

inquiry wasn’t frowned upon in his theology 

classes, he added. Questions were 

encouraged as each student charted his own 

path — ideally toward a full acceptance of 

the Catholic faith. 

The peer ministry program under Mitchell 

grew significantly after Smith’s departure 

from the school, but Smith said it was still 

“extensive” during the years he attended. As 

part of the ministry, students lead one 

another in faith formation through small 

groups, engaging in vulnerable 

conversations, sharing testimonies, and 

discussing their faith. 

Smith said participating in the programs 

with his younger peers helped to foster “a 

fatherly heart” within him and a desire to 

bring Christ to the young men. 

“I want these guys to experience the love of 

God that I’ve experienced, to experience the 

mercy that I’ve experienced in the sacrament 

of confession, to experience the healing in 

different broken areas of their life that I’ve 

experienced. I think giving us abilities to be 

leaders in the faith, and take ownership of 

our faith, was huge,” he said. 

Smith said he wants to encourage other 

young men who may be trying to discern 

God’s call for their life to surround 

themselves with people that will help them 

grow in virtue. In addition, he advised, seek 

to “grow in relationship with God. Fall in 

love with God. Allow him to win your heart 

more and more through personal prayer 

every day, through the life of sacraments, 

and everything will flow from that.” 

“Any life of holiness he calls us to, when we 

give God our ‘yes,’ you have no clue where 

he could bring you. I can promise anyone 

reading this, it will be much greater and 

more unique and more wonderful than 

anything you could ever imagine,” Smith 

said. 

‘Sinners, yet called’ 

Jeff Miraflor, a 2013 Jesuit graduate and 

current seminarian, is studying theology in 

the Philippines at Ateneo de Manila 

University. 

He told CNA that despite having and 

practicing his Catholic faith going into Jesuit 

High School, his faith lacked personal depth 

until it began to be shaped by Jesuit 

education. Miraflor said all of his teachers at 

Jesuit, clerical and lay, helped to model the 

faith for him and challenged him to grow in 

many ways. 

“All of these Jesuits who taught me in the 

classroom gave me a holistic picture of who 

priests and specifically Jesuits 

fundamentally are: sinners yet called. It was 

through them that I saw the human side of 

the priesthood … priests and scholastics 

who were highly intelligent, very demanding 
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of their students yet reasonable and 

merciful, talented, and also had a sense of 

humor.” 

Similarly to Smith, Miraflor said the 

opportunity to be a mentor to younger 

students as part of the peer ministry program 

helped him to strengthen his own faith while 

simultaneously building it up in other 

people. It was on one of the school retreats 

that he first began to consider the 

priesthood, he said. 

“Leading students as their peer really 

requires one to be confident in their own 

faith, which was tested in giving my own 

testimony in front of my peers during retreat 

talks and in small-group sharing,” he 

explained. 

Miraflor, a singer, was edified and inspired 

by learning at Jesuit about the Church’s 

tradition of sacred music from Jesuit Father 

Patrick Hough. He also mentioned Hermes 

as a formative presence at the school who 

modeled what Miraflor realized he wanted 

out of a priestly life. 

Hermes later offered Miraflor a personal 

invitation to join the priesthood, he said. 

“It was my first experience of what I now 

know as a Jesuit is called ‘ministry of 

presence,’ being there for the people even if 

we don’t have anything to ‘do.’ For 

[Hermes], it was more than just ‘being there’ 

but it’s experiencing the life of the school 

with the students and through that getting to 

really know the students,” Miraflor 

explained. 

“This built a trust that made him less 

intimidating as the school president, which 

was important for when he would 

spontaneously join our school retreats or be 

the priest sitting in the confessional during 

lunch,” he said. 

After studying for a time at the University of 

Central Florida following high school 

graduation, Miraflor later attended Fordham 

University after joining the Jesuits. He then 

taught for three years at Jesuit High School 

in New Orleans, also serving as choir 

director and director of campus ministry, 

before leaving for his Jesuit mission in the 

Philippines. 

“Although I definitely didn’t get the amount 

of sleep I needed, being there for students in 

the same way that the Jesuits were there for 

me as a high schooler is a very privileged 

position, because many of the students have 

trust in me knowing that I’m there for them 

not for money, not for my own gain, but at 

their service,” Miraflor said. 

“It’s also a joy to be with young people who 

are incredibly smart, talented, skilled in their 

own crafts, and who also know how to laugh 

and enjoy life.” 

For other men feeling that God may be 

calling them to the priesthood, Miraflor’s 

advice was simple. 

“There’s nothing to lose in going on a 

discernment retreat … Even if you discern 

that God is calling you somewhere else, the 

growth that you get from knowing yourself 

better is incredibly valuable,” he concluded. 

‘Talking to the Lord every single day’ 

James Slack, a fellow Jesuit graduate and a 

freshman at the University of Dallas, is 

currently seriously discerning the 

priesthood. He told CNA that unlike some of 

his peers, he chose to attend Jesuit High 

School because he had recently begun to 

take his faith seriously and knew the school 

would provide him what he needed to grow 

in that faith. The school’s chapel was still 

relatively new when Slack arrived. 

“Seeing the beautiful chapel and the 

environment and the culture of the school, I 
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knew that that’s where I could grow my faith 

the most, and I think that’s where the Lord 

wanted me to go,” he explained. 

“It took the seed, I think, that the Lord 

planted my heart of wanting to be a saint 

and wanting to be very intentional in my 

relationship with him and just gave it all of 

what it needed to grow.” 

Slack said the priests at his high school were 

“some of the best men, in general, that I’ve 

ever been able to spend time with… 

incredible people who really made the faith 

personal and available to me.” He said he 

was particularly inspired by how available 

the priests made themselves in the 

confessional and said he has grown to desire 

to serve people in that way as well. 

As his discernment process continues, Slack 

emphasized that he is trying every day to 

draw near to God through personal prayer. 

For other men trying to discern God’s call 

for their lives, he emphasized the 

importance of seeking guidance from others 

and trusting in God’s timing. 

“The Lord can work in whatever way he 

wishes … and I’ve been really happy just 

patiently seeing if I can hear his voice day 

by day,” he said. 

“I think if if anyone’s discerning or feeling 

this call, I think the most important thing to 

do is to maintain a good prayer life, making 

sure that that every day you’re turning to the 

Lord with trust and with faith, but also with 

a certain sense of regularity and discipline 

… It’s really easy to get lost in our own 

thoughts, in our own plans, in our own 

feelings, and it can be really hard to 

distinguish them from promptings of the 

Holy Spirit if we don’t spend time just 

talking to the Lord really personally every 

single day.” 

 

Jonah McKeown 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/27/jesuit-high-school-ignites-faith-inspires-

students-to-pursue-priesthood/  
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Florida Passes Law Requiring Age Verification for Porn Sites, Social Media 

Restrictions 

 

Pornhub has completely disabled website access in Texas, Utah and other states with similar 

laws. 

 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Monday 

signed sweeping social media 

restrictions into law also requiring age 

verification to access pornographic 

websites in his state. 

If it survives expected lawsuits from the 

nation's largest tech companies, the measure 

would take effect at the beginning of 2025. 

In that case, minors under 16 would be 

barred from social media platforms, unless 

they're 14- or 15-year-olds who get a 

parent's permission. 

"You can have a kid in the house safe, 

seemingly, and then you have predators that 

can get right in there into your own home," 

DeSantis said at a press conference in 

Jacksonville. "You could be doing 

everything right but they know how to get 

and manipulate these different platforms." 

The state could join several others with age-

verification requirement laws that have led 

Pornhub to block user access in at least six 

states. 

Law backed by school officials, House 

Speaker 

DeSantis was joined by local school officials 

and bill sponsors, as well as state Attorney 

General Ashley Moody and Education 

Commissioner Manny Diaz Jr., all of whom 

back the new policy. 

Also there was Florida House Speaker Paul 

Renner, R-Palm Coast, who negotiated with 

DeSantis on the legislation (HB 3) after the 

governor vetoed the original version, citing 

legal and parents' rights concerns. 

The legislation passed both legislative 

chambers by a broad bipartisan basis, with 

only a fraction of Democrats dissenting, 

claiming it was government overreach that 

would be overturned in the courts. First 

Amendment advocacy organizations have 

also come out against the measure, saying 

largely the same. 

DeSantis says policy aligns with First 

Amendment 

DeSantis and Renner said they believe the 

measure will survive judicial scrutiny. 

"What's unique in this bill is we didn't focus 

on content," Renner said. "You will not find 

a line in this bill that addresses good speech 

or bad speech because that would violate the 

First Amendment ... But what we have 

addressed is the addictive features that are at 

the heart of why children stay on these 

platforms for hours and hours on end." 

The bills defines the affected social media 

platforms as ones with features such as push 

notifications and infinite scrolling, 

which loads content as the user scrolls 

down, eliminating the need to click to a next 

page. Those features have had an 

"devastating effect" on the mental health of 

children, Renner said. 

 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/25/florida-social-media-ban-desantis-block-age-children-teens-twitter-facebook-instagram/73089928007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/25/florida-social-media-ban-desantis-block-age-children-teens-twitter-facebook-instagram/73089928007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/15/could-florida-be-the-next-state-where-pornhub-is-blocked-texas-social-media-ban/72984670007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/15/could-florida-be-the-next-state-where-pornhub-is-blocked-texas-social-media-ban/72984670007/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/3
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/01/desantis-vetoes-florida-bill-that-would-ban-minors-from-social-media/72757396007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/06/florida-legislature-passes-modified-social-media-minor-restrictions/72844207007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/06/florida-legislature-passes-modified-social-media-minor-restrictions/72844207007/
https://freedom.to/blog/infinite-scroll/
https://freedom.to/blog/infinite-scroll/
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Tech trade group files lawsuit against 

measure 

Renner predicted an imminent legal 

challenge from NetChoice, a tech industry 

trade group that has filed lawsuits in other 

states against similar measures and has 

opposed Florida's. 

In a statement shared shortly after the 

signing, the group called the restrictions 

unconstitutional. 

“An unconstitutional law will protect 

exactly zero Floridians," said Carl Szabo, 

NetChoice's vice president and general 

counsel. "HB 3 is also bad policy because of 

the data collection on Floridians by online 

services it will in effect require. This will 

put their private data at risk of breach. 

“HB 3 forces Floridians to hand over 

sensitive personal information to websites or 

lose their access to critical information 

channels," he continued. "This infringes on 

Floridians’ First Amendment rights to share 

and access speech online.” 

Florida joins eight states with age-

verification laws 

Florida has joined seven other states in 

blocking millions of people from accessing 

Pornhub’s adult video site unless they can 

prove they are at least 18 years old. 

Last June, Texas passed HB 1181 requiring 

companies that feature “sexual material 

harmful to minors” to verify their age with 

proof of government-issued identification or 

another system that uses public and private 

data. 

Louisiana was the first to pass an age-

verification requirement law but other states 

include Arkansas, Utah, Montana, 

Mississippi, North Carolina, and Virginia. 

 

"So far, six other states have copied this 

(Louisiana) bill but minor changes have 

been made to the text, which can have big 

implications for systems designed to achieve 

compliance," reads a post from the Age 

Verification Providers Association, the 

nonprofit global trade body representing 26 

organizations who provide "age assurance 

solutions." 

Advocates say laws restrict sites for 

adults, too 

With more states passing similar legislation, 

attorneys and advocates for porn sites have 

argued that the laws also prohibit adult 

access. Pornhub has completely disabled 

website access in Texas, Utah, Arkansas, 

Virginia, Montana, North Carolina because 

of age-verification requirement laws. The 

company said it had no choice in order to 

reduce the risk of hefty fines and penalties. 

Last year the Free Speech Coalition, a 

national advocacy organization for the First 

Amendment rights of adult businesses, filed 

a lawsuit in federal court in Utah over what 

it called an “anti-porn ban.” 

“We are fighting not only for the rights of 

our members and the larger adult 

entertainment community, but for the right 

of all Americans to access constitutionally 

protected expression in the privacy of their 

own home," Executive Director Alison 

Boden said. 

In February, Texas Attorney General Ken 

Paxton sued Pornhub’s parent company, 

Aylo, in an effort to force them to comply 

with HB 1181. The Republican threatened 

Aylo with millions of dollars in civil 

penalties 

“Texas has a right to protect its children 

from the detrimental effects of pornographic 

content,” Paxton said when announcing the 

lawsuit.  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/01/12/social-media-laws-parental-consent-teens-kids-netchoice-lawsuits/72182348007/
https://avpassociation.com/us-state-law-comparisons-for-adult-content/
https://avpassociation.com/us-state-law-comparisons-for-adult-content/
https://avpassociation.com/us-state-law-comparisons-for-adult-content/
https://avpassociation.com/us-state-law-comparisons-for-adult-content/
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“I look forward to holding any company 

accountable that violates our age verification 

laws intended to prevent minors from being 

exposed to harmful, obscene material on the 

internet.” 

 

Douglas Soule and Anthony Robledo 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/03/25/porn-sites-age-verification-florida-

law/73096875007/  
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A Half Century of Miseducation 

 

The New York Times reported December 4 

that math and science test scores for U.S. 

fourth and eighth graders have been 

essentially stagnant since 1995. Nor have 

they have been stagnant near the top -- lots 

of countries outrank us -- but rather in the 

middling middle. American 

elementary/middle school students perform 

behind Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea, 

Japan, England, Ireland, and Poland. 

“’This is alarming,’” opined a Department 

of Education commissioner. 

Yes, it is, but perhaps not just for the reasons 

the article identifies. 

The spin of the article is that scores are 

down and American kids have lost 

significant ground as a result of the 

pandemic. Author Dana Goldstein says the 

results corroborate “a large body of research 

showing significant academic declines since 

the Covid-19 pandemic began.” “Experts are 

debating potential causes,” reports 

Goldstein, including maybe the fact that 

American public schools were shuttered 

comparatively longer than in other countries. 

Let me argue that spin is far too limited and 

selective. 

While the “experts” debate, American kids 

continue to move through the public-school 

industry, advanced perhaps more for social 

promotion than mastery of skills. 

Eventually, they’ll hit college where 

freshman year will be spent in math 

remediation before they can undertake a 

required general education math or science 

course. I know. I worked as an associate 

dean at a private, tuition-driven Catholic 

university. One year, a fifth of the freshman 

class was in math remediation prior to 

regular college-level math classes. 

You can argue the young people shouldn’t 

be admitted and it’s not a college’s role to 

make up deficiencies in elementary and 

secondary schooling. But somebody’s got to 

do it. These kids relied on what their schools 

told them, credentialing them with diplomas 

after going through multiple “proficiency 

tests” (that more often were “teaching to the 

test” than teaching). At some point, 

somebody’s actually got to teach them. 

Goldstein’s article blunts the fact that the 

public-school industry stayed out after 

COVID long after private schools 

resumed… and resumed safely. (We won’t 

ask how many DoE employees may still be 

out). Anecdotal information: Back in 2021-

22, I would often attend noon Mass at my 

local parish, which had a Catholic school 

attached. The kids were in school long 

before the neighboring school districts were. 

I did not see ambulances regularly coming 

to the school to retrieve victims of the 

“irresponsible exposure.” There was no 

uptick in youth funerals at the church. 

Yes, the pandemic did contribute to 

suppressing scores, just as it contributed to 

parents discovering all the ideological 

nonsense crammed into the curriculum that 

displaces time for substantive education. 

Kids might not know what it is to diagram a 

sentence (and where the “pronoun” fits in 

that diagram) but they waste plenty of time 

picking their “pronouns.” 

 

No, while the pandemic affected scores, 

Goldstein’s article notes that America’s 

mediocre scores have been stagnant since 

1995. That’s thirty years ago. That’s over 

three, almost four complete cycles of 

elementary school students. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/04/us/us-math-students-pandemic.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/05/us/math-scores-pandemic-pisa.html
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Which means the problem is not just the 

pandemic. It’s the Department of Education. 

While “experts” debate “causes” and DoE 

bureaucrats wring hands about “alarming” 

results, the truth is that the almost half-

century old DoE has almost nothing to show 

for its existence in terms of improving 

American students’ educational 

performance. Its advocates will identify tons 

of legislation that have poured millions of 

dollars into “standards,” but we all see the 

subminimal results of federally imposed 

‘standards.” 

“Insanity is doing the same thing over and 

over and expecting a different result.” That 

classic definition makes the case for 

renaming DoE the “Department of Insanity,” 

because, despite half a century’s 

investments, little has changed but we are 

nevertheless told the dire consequences that 

would befall little Johnny and Mary should 

President Trump succeed in putting those 

failing bureaucrats out of taxpayers’ misery. 

Instead of insisting on keeping DoE alive, 

it’s time -- after half a century -- to try 

something different. School choice. Since 

education money is for education and it’s 

kids -- not schools -- that get educated, why 

are educational dollars going to schools 

rather than kids? And not even all schools: 

public education is an Animal 

Farm monopoly in which some schools are 

more equal than others, even monopolies. 

Putting educational dollars in parents’ hands 

to decide where a child will thrive 

empowers parents, who are 

the primary educators of a child (not “co-

participants” with schools). It affords all 

children opportunities to choose the 

environment in which they can perform best. 

It incentivizes schools to maintain and 

enforce academic rigor in order to be 

competitive for students. And it cuts out the 

subsidy net that keeps underperforming 

schools -- primarily public schools -- 

humming along while they do damage to 

concrete kids and our international academic 

standing. 

Insanity is not changing the model and 

empowering parents through school choice. 

Insanity is continuing to do what we are 

doing to our children’s and our national 

detriment. 

 

John M. Grondelski 

https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2024/12/a_half_century_of_miseducation.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2024/12/a_half_century_of_miseducation.html
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Ohio School District Pays $450,000 for Forcing Teacher to Resign Over 

Transgender Dispute 

 

A school district in Ohio must pay a teacher 

a $450,000 settlement after it forced her to 

resign for refusing to participate in the 

“social transition” of minor students. 

Attorneys representing Ohio teacher Vivian 

Geraghty at the legal group Alliance 

Defending Freedom (ADF) announced news 

of the substantial settlement in a Dec. 18 

press release, stating that the Jackson Local 

School District would pay damages and 

attorney fees for violating Geraghty’s 

freedom of speech. 

ADF had filed suit against the district in 

December 2022 over the dispute. 

“No school official can force a teacher to set 

her religious beliefs aside in order to keep 

her job,” stated ADF Legal Counsel Logan 

Spena in the release following news of the 

settlement. 

“The school tried to force Vivian to accept 

and repeat the school’s viewpoint on issues 

that go to the foundation of morality and 

human identity, like what makes us male or 

female, by ordering her to personally 

participate in the social transition of her 

students,” Spena said. 

“The First Amendment prohibits that abuse 

of power, and Jackson Local School District 

officials have learned that comes at a steep 

cost,” she added. “Vivian resisted this 

unconstitutional demand and explained that 

her Christian faith made her unable to 

participate in her students’ social transition, 

and she has received just vindication for 

taking this stand.” 

Geraghty was working as an English teacher 

at Jackson Memorial Middle School in the 

northeast Ohio city of Massillon when two 

students approached her asking that she use 

pronouns and names that were inconsistent 

with their biological sex in order to facilitate 

“social transition.” 

Because of her firmly held Christian beliefs, 

Geraghty attempted to reach a solution with 

the school’s administration. However, the 

principal and the district’s curriculum 

director told her “she would be required to 

put her beliefs aside as a public servant” and 

that her refusal would “not work in a district 

like Jackson.” 

When she refused to affirm the students’ 

“gender identity,” the district curriculum 

director “handed Geraghty a laptop and 

ordered her to draft her letter of resignation 

in the adjoining room for immediate 

submission,” according to ADF. 

ADF Senior Counsel Tyson Langhofer, 

director of the ADF Center for Academic 

Freedom, also condemned the district’s 

violation of Geraghty’s religious beliefs in 

an ADF press release at the time of the 

filing. 

Geraghty wished to “avoid using her voice 

to validate ideas that violate her faith and 

jeopardize her students’ well-being,” 

Langhofer said at the time. 

“Increasing evidence suggests that this 

approach may lead adolescents to 

unnecessarily pursue dangerous medical 

interventions like puberty-blocking drugs, 

cross-sex hormones, or life-altering 

surgeries,” he pointed out. 

“Vivian treated every student with equality 

and respect, and it was unlawful for school 

officials to terminate her employment.” 

https://adfmedia.org/case/geraghty-v-jackson-local-school-district-board-education
https://adfmedia.org/case/geraghty-v-jackson-local-school-district-board-education
https://adfmedialegalfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/GeraghtyComplaint.pdf
https://adfmedia.org/press-release/ohio-public-school-teacher-forced-resign-declining-put-religious-beliefs-aside
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The payout comes several months after a 

similar ADF victory in which a school board 

in Virginia agreed to pay a teacher more 

than half a million dollars after he was 

fired for refusing to use a student’s 

transgender pronouns. 

 

Madalaine Elhabbal 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/19/ohio-school-district-pays-450000-for-forcing-

teacher-to-resign-over-transgender-dispute/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259613/virginia-school-board-to-pay-teacher-575-dollars-000-cents-after-firing-over-transgender-pronouns
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/259613/virginia-school-board-to-pay-teacher-575-dollars-000-cents-after-firing-over-transgender-pronouns
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/19/ohio-school-district-pays-450000-for-forcing-teacher-to-resign-over-transgender-dispute/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/19/ohio-school-district-pays-450000-for-forcing-teacher-to-resign-over-transgender-dispute/
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What Happened When Father Christmas Met J.R.R. Tolkien? 

 

Beginning in 1920, each year at this time the children of J.R.R. Tolkien received a letter from 

Father Christmas about his adventures at the North Pole... 

 

Long before J. R. R. Tolkien told stories 

about hobbits, elves and orcs in Middle-

earth, he was telling stories about snow-

elves, gnomes and goblins in the North Pole. 

He told these stories to his own children as 

he told stories about hobbits to his own 

children, long before they were told to the 

public after his books were published. 

A lifelong practicing and devout Catholic, 

Tolkien and his wife Edith had four 

children: three sons and a daughter. In his 

role as paterfamilias, father of the family, 

Tolkien amused himself and his children 

every year with stories of the adventures of 

Father Christmas. As a talented artist and 

gifted storyteller, he wrote illustrated letters 

to his children which were purportedly sent 

to them personally from the North Pole 

every December by Father Christmas 

himself. 

Father Christmas's first letter 

The first letter was written by Father 

Christmas in 1920 from his home address 

(Christmas House, North Pole), when 

Tolkien’s eldest son was three years old: 

Dear John, 

I heard you ask daddy what I was 

like and where I lived. I have drawn 

ME and My House for you. Take 

care of the picture. I am just off now 

for Oxford with my bundle of toys – 

some for you. Hope I will arrive in 

time: the snow is very thick at the 

NORTH POLE tonight. 

Each subsequent Christmas, as John grew 

older and other children were born, the 

letters from Father Christmas became ever 

more elaborate and imaginative. New 

characters were introduced to the children as 

Father Christmas recounted his adventures. 

There was the Polar Bear, Father 

Christmas’s helper who was, more often 

than not, more of a hindrance than a help; 

there was the Snow Man, Father Christmas’s 

gardener; Ilbereth the elf, his secretary, as 

well as snow-elves, gnomes and evil 

goblins. 

News from the North Pole 

Disaster struck in 1925 when the Polar Bear 

climbed to the top of the North Pole to 

retrieve Father Christmas’s hood. The North 

Pole broke in the middle and landed on the 

roof of Father Christmas’s house with 

catastrophic results. The hapless Polar Bear 

was also to blame the following year when 

he turned on the Northern Lights for two 

years in one go. As one can imagine, this 

shook all the stars out of place and caused 

the Man in the Moon to fall into Father 

Christmas’s back garden. 

One letter arrived “by gnome-carrier” in an 

envelope with a hand-painted North Pole 

postage stamp. One letter had evidently been 

left personally by Father Christmas because 

he had left a muddy footprint on the carpet. 

In other years, it was delivered by the 

postman himself. Sometimes the letters were 

written in Father Christmas’s characteristic 

shaky handwriting; sometimes in the Polar 

Bear’s rune-like capitals; and sometimes in 

IIbereth’s gracefully flowing script. 
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Lessons from two fathers 

Letters from Father Christmas would be 

published in 1976, three years after 

Tolkien’s death and half a century after they 

were written. Their considerable charm is 

accentuated by the fact that they were 

composed solely by a father for his children 

and were never intended for publication. 

They also offer a cosey fireside 

foreshadowing of the familiar homeliness of 

hobbits and hobbit-holes.    

As for the moral which we can glean from 

this charming friendship between Tolkien 

and Father Christmas, we can see it in the 

connection between fatherhood and 

Christmas. As a Catholic called to the 

married life, Tolkien was, first and foremost, 

the paterfamilias. His primary vocation, 

ahead of his calling as a scholar or as a 

storyteller, was to fatherhood. As a good 

husband to his wife and a good father to his 

children, he sought to emulate the life and 

love of the Holy Family in the life and love 

of his own family. 

In this, as in so much else, the author of The 

Lord of the Rings is an inspiration to us all. 

 

Joseph Pearce 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/17/what-happened-when-father-christmas-met-j-r-r-tolkien  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/letters-from-father-christmas-jrr-tolkien?variant=41025885437986
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/17/what-happened-when-father-christmas-met-j-r-r-tolkien
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Time’s Athlete of The Year A Catholic Who Brings Joy to The Court 

 

Caitlin Clark makes no secret of the key role the Catholic faith plays in her life. It shows in the 

joy she brings to the game and has led to this latest recognition. 

 

Basketball star Caitlin Clark has had an 

amazing year. Just 10 months ago, Clark 

was playing guard for the Iowa Hawkeyes. 

Clark led her team to a national 

championship game for the second year in a 

row, where they unfortunately lost to the 

first seed, South Carolina. Clark was later 

named Women’s College Basketball’s Player 

of the Year and received numerous other 

honors. Then, in April, she became the first 

pick in the Women’s National Basketball 

Association draft. 

Now Caitlin Clark is a WNBA star, playing 

for the Indiana Fever. She and fellow rookie 

Angel Reese made an immediate impact on 

the sport and were both named to the All-

Star team, a rare honor for rookies. In 

October, Clark was named the league’s 

Rookie of the Year. 

A fearless competitor 

Topping off her amazing 2024, this week 

Caitlin Clark was named Time Magazine’s 

Athlete of the Year. She is the first WNBA 

player to be recognized, and just the second 

individual female athlete to be Athlete of the 

Year, after Simone Biles in 2021. 

The popularity of women’s basketball has 

grown exponentially in recent years and 

many of those new fans have come to the 

sport thanks to Clark. WNBA attendance has 

been at an all-time high since she joined the 

league, and it’s no wonder. Clark’s fearless 

play on the court is simply fun to watch. 

As Time describes it in the article 

announcing her “Athlete of the Year” honor: 

Clark, 22, takes shots with a degree 

of difficulty never before witnessed 

in the women’s game; her signature 

30-ft. launches, from near half-court 

on team logos across America, are 

akin to home-run balls, hanging high 

in the air. Can she actually make that 

flabbergasting attempt? Yes! it turns 

out. Over and over again. 

Bringing faith to the basketball court 

Clark excelled in multiple sports as a child, 

but by the time she was 13, it was clear that 

she was a special talent on the basketball 

court. As a teenager, she attended Dowling 

Catholic High School in West Des Moines, 

Iowa, where she was, of course, the best 

player on the team. 

According to Crux, faith has played an 

important part in her life: 

“We get to live our faith every day. 

Dowling starts every day with prayer 

and ends every day with prayer,” 

Clark told a reporter with the Des 

Moines Register in 2018. “This is a 

big reason why Dowling has such a 

special culture and is such a special 

place to go to school.” 

Her high school coach, Kristin Meyer, 

told Crux that Clark’s faith was a key part of 

her success on the court and with fans: 

"For two hours she lets them have 

this great experience and she takes 

that pretty seriously, and knows that 

those gifts from God are an 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/Topping%20off%20her%20amazing%202024,%20this%20week%20Caitlin%20Clark%20was%20named%20Time%20Magazine%E2%80%99s%20Athlete%20of%20the%20Year.
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/Topping%20off%20her%20amazing%202024,%20this%20week%20Caitlin%20Clark%20was%20named%20Time%20Magazine%E2%80%99s%20Athlete%20of%20the%20Year.
https://aleteia.org/2024/08/10/bishop-barron-talks-beauty-of-sports-inspired-by-biles
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2024/02/caitlin-clark-catholic-basketball-star-driving-womens-game-to-new-heights
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opportunity to bring joy to other 

people.” 

That experience of joy has now spread to 

sports arenas around the country, leading to 

Caitlin Clark's recognition by Time, and 

pointing to even more amazing 

achievements ahead. 

 

John Touhey 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/times-athlete-of-the-year-a-catholic-who-brings-joy-to-the-court  
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Lego Inspires with Its Nod to Catholics This Christmas 

 

If your kids like building everything in Lego bricks, the popular toy company has created the 

perfect solution to celebrate the festive season. 

 

One of the wonderful things about the 

Christmas season is the opportunity to get 

creative with your decorating. And although 

Advent is in full swing, we had to share this 

wonderful wreath created by Lego that 

serves as both an Advent wreath and a 

traditional Christmas wreath. 

The toy company's clever design means that 

with a few small alterations, you can 

transform the wreath to whichever style you 

prefer -- the candles "melting" each week by 

taking off some of the bricks is a very clever 

detail. 

The wreath itself is made up of 510 pieces 

and is suitable for anyone above the age of 

9. It can encourage family fun by everyone 

participating in the build, or it can be a solo 

activity. 

Whatever option you go for, spending time 

rebuilding the wreath while listening to 

some Christmas carols can become a 

tradition each year -- and we'd recommend 

accompanying the build with a hot chocolate 

filled with marshmallows to add to the 

festive spirit! 

Education + entertainment 

It's always heartening to see large toy 

companies develop products for families of 

faith, just like this wonderful set of three 

wise men by Playmobil to accompany 

their basic Nativity set. But what makes 

these collections of Christmas toys 

particularly beneficial is that they entertain 

children while also teaching them about the 

Christmas story. 

Of course there's an added bonus: As the 

wreath and Nativity set can be used for 

years, they're very in keeping with Pope 

Francis' Laudato Si call for us to act as 

stewards of God's creation and to care for 

the environment. The only issue is, you need 

to make sure you pack them away carefully 

each year so those precious pieces don't go 

missing! 

 

Cerith Gardiner 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/lego-inspires-with-its-nod-to-catholics-this-christmas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/LEGO-Iconic-Christmas-Wreath-Advent/dp/B08KPMLJTH
https://www.amazon.com/LEGO-Iconic-Christmas-Wreath-Advent/dp/B08KPMLJTH
https://www.amazon.com/LEGO-Iconic-Christmas-Wreath-Advent/dp/B08KPMLJTH
https://www.amazon.com/Playmobil-9497-Christmas-Imaginative-Role-Play/dp/B07B3Z2HDD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WG0YVMVX8HAE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.C_910TJ_QaWLw-YxfLxf7AtJZSbJN_gau_J2lIQh4i_4JGs1jVfCqxFx99xa2HrzQ2VwRn33NtUSqPnQDwa6C1EWH8WZOtj0MLghlRnguTyTpngCfPL7tfE_1X6pdZ_iMO4nyBlK-Z2-o57XgTwh72t5Vr3lWEWba2MPvPJ6WU0_vwZsw3sdYJf8cuT5V4fhgMBurXV5X47yk5KqZdk9VcCUbvhfaJ4o6BfBgRpAw2o9eKgt56wq27Nw2eO2W-qNinP1TluMZqtEWOYJdn09TmNJ7Q8FjEWKESOWUM4cN2c.zQB3u1rOh3dK___PdGxxbaXStsHlu2s0FSAs3EX_qE8&dib_tag=se&keywords=playmobil+nativity+set&qid=1734033135&sprefix=playmobil+nativity%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Playmobil-9497-Christmas-Imaginative-Role-Play/dp/B07B3Z2HDD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WG0YVMVX8HAE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.C_910TJ_QaWLw-YxfLxf7AtJZSbJN_gau_J2lIQh4i_4JGs1jVfCqxFx99xa2HrzQ2VwRn33NtUSqPnQDwa6C1EWH8WZOtj0MLghlRnguTyTpngCfPL7tfE_1X6pdZ_iMO4nyBlK-Z2-o57XgTwh72t5Vr3lWEWba2MPvPJ6WU0_vwZsw3sdYJf8cuT5V4fhgMBurXV5X47yk5KqZdk9VcCUbvhfaJ4o6BfBgRpAw2o9eKgt56wq27Nw2eO2W-qNinP1TluMZqtEWOYJdn09TmNJ7Q8FjEWKESOWUM4cN2c.zQB3u1rOh3dK___PdGxxbaXStsHlu2s0FSAs3EX_qE8&dib_tag=se&keywords=playmobil+nativity+set&qid=1734033135&sprefix=playmobil+nativity%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.playmobil.com/en-us/nativity-stable-with-manger/5588.html
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/lego-inspires-with-its-nod-to-catholics-this-christmas
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UK Extends Ban on Puberty Blockers Indefinitely 

 

NHS is planning to begin clinical trials to establish a "clear evidence base" for the efficacy and 

safety of puberty blockers in 2025. 

 

Emergency measures to ban the sale and 

supply of puberty-suppressing hormones (also 

called puberty blockers) to those under the age 

of 18 have been made indefinite by the UK 

Government and National Health Service 

(NHS). While those who are currently on 

puberty blockers may continue to take 

them, they will no longer be offered to new 

patients. The legislation is already being 

updated, with plans to review it in 2027.  

According to a report from the UK 

government, the ban on puberty blockers was 

put in place in March 2024. The impetus for 

the ban was the independent Cass Review into 

Gender Identity Services, which found that 

there was inconclusive evidence to show their 

safety. The Commission on Human Medicines 

(CHM) determined that the risk to children 

was unacceptable and recommended 

extending the ban until more research is 

conducted.  

Health and Social Care Secretary Wes 

Streeting commented on the importance of 

acting with “caution and care” when tending 

to the needs of “this vulnerable group of 

young people”:  

“Children’s healthcare must always be 

evidence-led. The independent expert 

Commission on Human Medicines 

found that the current prescribing and 

care pathway for gender dysphoria and 

incongruence presents an unacceptable 

safety risk for children and young 

people,” Streeting remarked. 

He went on to note that his office intends to 

work with NHS England so that those who 

need it can “access the holistic health and 

wellbeing support they need.” This includes 

organizing clinical trials that will “establish 

a clear evidence base” for whether or not 

puberty blockers are safe and effective.  

Dr. Hilary Cass, author of the independent 

review of gender identity services for children 

and young people, echoed Streeting’s caution, 

noting that “essential safeguards” have not 

been provided:  

“Puberty blockers are powerful drugs 

with unproven benefits and significant 

risks, and that is why I recommended 

that they should only be prescribed 

following a multi-disciplinary 

assessment and within a research 

protocol,” Dr. Cass commented. 

While the puberty blockers are now officially 

blocked – for those who are not already taking 

them – this is not to say that the UK is giving 

up on treating gender dysphoria. In their 

efforts to implement recommendations of the 

Cass report, they are opening a variety of 

centers to offer enhanced mental health 

support for all children and young people 

under the age of 18. These include up to eight 

regional mental health centers, of which three 

are already open.  

 

J-P Mauro 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/uk-extends-ban-on-puberty-blockers-indefinitely  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ban-on-puberty-blockers-to-be-made-indefinite-on-experts-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ban-on-puberty-blockers-to-be-made-indefinite-on-experts-advice
https://cass.independent-review.uk/
https://cass.independent-review.uk/
https://aleteia.org/2024/12/13/uk-extends-ban-on-puberty-blockers-indefinitely
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Trump Could Reverse State Department, USAID’s Efforts to Push Gender 

Ideology, Abortion 

 

After his inauguration on Jan. 20, President-

elect Donald Trump could reverse the 

promotion of gender ideology and abortion 

in the Department of State (DOS) and the 

United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), according to those 

closely watching these issues. 

Under President Joe Biden’s administration, 

officials have used USAID and DOS to 

promote transgenderism and other elements 

of gender ideology through grants. Efforts 

have also been made to leverage foreign aid 

programs and influence international 

financial institutions and the United Nations 

to pressure countries into embracing 

transgenderism and gender ideology. 

The administration ended policies that 

previously banned funding for foreign 

organizations that promote abortion in other 

countries as well. 

“The Biden-Harris administration 

radicalized the federal bureaucracy to 

promote abortion and dangerous gender 

procedures and suppress opposition to their 

agenda,” Alliance Defending Freedom 

senior counsel Matt Bowman told CNA. 

“We hope President-elect Trump’s appointed 

leaders will restore the rule of law, respect 

biological reality, and stop targeting free 

speech,” Bowman added. 

Trump tapped Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Florida, 

to serve as secretary of state, a position that 

requires confirmation by the Senate. The 

president-elect has not announced whom he 

will choose to lead USAID, which does need 

a Senate confirmation. 

Rubio has been critical of what he calls 

“radical gender ideology” in the American 

health care system and the Democratic 

Party’s “extremism on abortion.” 

Trump also plans to establish a Department 

of Government Efficiency (DOGE) led by 

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy to 

identify government waste. In an op-

ed published in the Wall Street Journal, 

the two DOGE leaders indicated that 

funding for international groups, particularly 

progressive groups, will be reviewed. 

Biden policies to promote gender ideology 

and abortion 

The DOS issued a report in July that 

detailed tens of millions of dollars going to 

projects that promote “LGBTQI+ human 

rights.” This includes a USAID grant for the 

“Transformation Salon” in India “to enhance 

the career and entrepreneurial opportunities 

for the transgender community” and similar 

projects. 

According to the report, the DOS authorized 

more than $3.2 million in small grants to 

116 “LGBTQI+” organizations in 73 

countries and USAID spent “more than $7 

million to support activities … that integrate 

LGBTQI+ equities” and “leveraged more 

than $11 million from private philanthropy 

to advance the human rights of LGBTQI+ 

persons.” 

According to the report, DOS and USAID 

used their influence to pressure foreign 

governments into adopting policies that 

conform to gender ideology. One of the top 

priorities was to put an end to “conversion 

therapy,” therapies that encourage people to 

identify with their biological sex and 

discourage gender transitions. 

https://www.rubio.senate.gov/rubio-colleagues-defend-health-system-from-radical-gender-agenda/
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/01.16.2024_Rubio-Office_Memo-to-Interested-Parties-re.-Winning-Strategy-for-the-Pro-Life-Movement_Final.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/01.16.2024_Rubio-Office_Memo-to-Interested-Parties-re.-Winning-Strategy-for-the-Pro-Life-Movement_Final.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-end-executive-power-grab-fa51c020
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258202/biden-administration-releases-report-on-its-worldwide-lgbtqi-plus-policy-agenda
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Additionally, Biden rescinded the Mexico 

City Policy shortly after taking office — an 

action that allowed federal tax dollars to go 

toward foreign organizations that encourage 

women to have abortions. 

“It is the policy of my administration to 

support women’s and girls’ sexual and 

reproductive health and rights [including 

abortion] in the United States, as well as 

globally,” Biden said at the time. 

On the domestic front, Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken issued a 

memorandum, obtained by The National 

Review, that included guidelines to 

discourage staff members from 

“misgendering” — which means using 

pronouns consistent with a person’s 

biological sex when that person self-

identifies as the opposite gender — and 

stated that it can be “problematic” to assume 

someone’s gender based on his or her 

appearance. 

How to reverse the promotion of gender 

ideology and abortion 

Stefano Gennarini, vice president for legal 

studies at the Center for Family and Human 

Rights (C-Fam), told CNA that Trump 

should sign an executive order to reinstate 

the Mexico City Policy — which banned 

federal funding for overseas groups that 

promote abortion — and expand that ban to 

include the promotion of gender ideology. 

“Anyone who receives U.S. funds must 

agree not to promote abortion and gender 

ideology, specifically the notion that gender 

is a social construct,” Gennarini said. “This 

is what conservative lawmakers proposed in 

the [President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 

Relief] reauthorization battle in Congress.” 

He added that Trump could rescind every 

Biden order that promotes “gender 

ideology” and order a 30-day review of all 

USAID “strategies, programs, and grants to 

ensure they comply with the new Mexico 

City Policy and do not promote abortion or 

gender ideology.” 

“All incompatible strategies, programs, and 

grants must be rescinded,” Gennarini 

continued. “Incompatible strategies, 

programs, and grants should be replaced 

with ones based on the recognition of the 

real sex-based differences between men and 

women and their equal dignity and rights 

before the law.” 

Additionally, Gennarini encouraged the 

administration to eliminate the White 

House’s Gender Policy Council, established 

by Biden to “advance gender equity and 

equality in both domestic and foreign policy 

development and implementation,” 

according to the White House. 

Gennarini told CNA that the incoming 

administration should “appoint proven pro-

life leaders to head USAID and the Global 

Women’s Issues Office at the State 

Department.” He further suggested that 

Trump “fire virtually all ‘gender specialists’ 

who conduct so-called ‘gender analysis’ in 

the USAID and State Department 

apparatus.” 

 

Tyler Arnold 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/05/trump-could-reverse-state-department-usaids-

efforts-to-push-gender-ideology-abortion/  

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/28/memorandum-on-protecting-womens-health-at-home-and-abroad/
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/exclusive-blinken-cautioned-state-dept-staff-against-misgendering-using-gendered-terms-like-father-in-official-cable/
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/exclusive-blinken-cautioned-state-dept-staff-against-misgendering-using-gendered-terms-like-father-in-official-cable/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/05/trump-could-reverse-state-department-usaids-efforts-to-push-gender-ideology-abortion/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/05/trump-could-reverse-state-department-usaids-efforts-to-push-gender-ideology-abortion/
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Our Lost Civilization 

 

Readers of Newman’s Idea of a 

University are perhaps so distracted by its 

two brilliant opening arguments that they 

fail to notice other arguments as important, 

such as his claim that a university must have 

colleges, or that a university education must 

be classical. 

His first brilliant argument is that since a 

university is a place of universal learning, 

then a “secular” university, which excludes 

the discipline of theology, will not be a 

genuine university and will suffer various ill 

effects.  His second is that, as a university is 

different from a research institute, its main 

purpose is not “the production of 

knowledge,” but the formation of 

intellectual virtues in its students – what he 

describes as the distinctive beauty of the 

mind. 

Newman could see that a new conception of 

a university was taking shape, as a 

knowledge factory dominated by STEM 

subjects (as we call them), in the service of 

industry and the military, disregarding the 

genuine intellectual good of the students, 

and not orientated to any sort of 

“wisdom.”  Anyone who accepted his two 

main brilliant arguments would reject this 

novel conception. 

Yet his argument that a university education 

must be classical obviously cuts against this 

conception as well. (See the chapter in The 

Idea, “Christianity and Letters.” 

The argument has similarities with Pope 

Benedict’s famous lecture at Regensburg, 

where the Holy Father taught that 

Christianity’s appropriation of Greek 

thought was providential, not accidental. 

And that theology therefore must lose its 

way if it becomes “de-Hellenized.”   

Newman teaches similarly that higher 

education must lose its way if it turns from 

the Classics. 

He begins by arguing that there is a such a 

thing as “Civilization.” His view is 

nuanced.  He acknowledges Chinese, Hindu, 

Aztec, and Saracen civilizations, but he says 

that each is isolated from the others and 

stands outside another distinct whole, which 

he contemplates: 

I call then this commonwealth pre-

eminently and emphatically Human 

Society, and its intellect the Human 

Mind, and its decisions the sense of 

mankind, and its disciplined and 

cultivated state Civilization in the 

abstract, and the territory on which it 

lies the orbis terrarum, or the World. 

Readers will see immediately that all 

“woke” controversies hinge on this question 

whether there was and is this Civilization, as 

Newman asserts. 

His next step is to say that Christianity once 

it arises becomes generally coincident with 

this Civilization: “on the whole, the two 

have occupied one and the same orbis 

terrarum. Often indeed they have even 

moved pari passu, and at all times there has 

been found the most intimate connexion 

between them.” 

Readers familiar with Newman’s Apologia 

pro Vita Sua know that the conception “what 

the world as a whole judges” was central, 

too, to his embrace of Catholicism. 

 

 

 

https://www.newmanreader.org/works/idea/article1.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2006/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20060912_university-regensburg.html
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From this intimate connection, Newman 

argues to a similarity of structure and 

inspiration: “the Classics, and the subjects of 

thought and the studies to which they give 

rise. . .have ever, on the whole, been the 

instruments of education which the civilized 

orbis terrarum has adopted; just as inspired 

works, and the lives of saints, and the 

articles of faith, and the catechism, have 

ever been the instrument of education in the 

case of Christianity.” 

He interprets the instinct of the Roman 

Empire, to copy the Greeks, as a pattern set 

down for everyone thereafter to 

follow.  Alfred North Whitehead once 

quipped, that when people say we should 

imitate the Greeks, they mean that we 

should not imitate the Greeks, since the 

Greeks were not imitating anyone else.  But 

Newman’s point is superior: we ought to 

imitate, rather, the Romans, who did imitate 

the Greeks: 

The world was to have certain 

intellectual teachers, and no others; 

Homer and Aristotle, with the poets 

and philosophers who circle round 

them, were to be the schoolmasters 

of all generations, and therefore the 

Latins, falling into the law on which 

the world’s education was to be 

carried on, so added to the classical 

library as not to reverse or interfere 

with what had already been 

determined. 

The history of Civilization only confirmed 

this law, Newman observes, since 

Civilization was revived again and again 

precisely through devotion to the Classics. 

And then he brings all of this to bear against 

the already rising form of STEM or 

“Baconian” universities: 

 

And this experience of the past we 

may apply to the circumstances in 

which we find ourselves at present; 

for, as there was a movement against 

the Classics in the middle age, so has 

there been now. The truth of the 

Baconian method for the purposes 

for which it was created, and its 

inestimable services and 

inexhaustible applications in the 

interests of our material well-being, 

have dazzled the imaginations of 

men. 

So far so good. But there’s a limit: 

since that method does such wonders 

in its own province, it is not 

unfrequently supposed that it can do 

as much in any other province also. 

Now, Bacon himself never would 

have so argued; he would not have 

needed to be reminded that to 

advance the useful arts is one thing, 

and to cultivate the mind another. 

The simple question to be considered 

is, how best to strengthen, refine, and 

enrich the intellectual powers; the 

perusal of the poets, historians, and 

philosophers of Greece and Rome 

will accomplish this purpose, as long 

experience has shown; but that the 

study of the experimental sciences 

will do the like, is proved to us as yet 

by no experience whatever. 

We might even urge, strongly, that 

experience since Newman’s time has proved 

the negative.  Now, almost a century since 

the rise of the modern STEM university, 

what do we see around us?  The line of 

tradition in the visual and musical arts has 

been lost.  Our “humanities” have declined 

into foolishness.  “Experts” trained narrowly 

in some particular science are bereft of 

prudence.  Our politicians, not 

understanding history, lack wisdom.   
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While public discourse is uninformed, 

uncivil, and debased. 

In short, we have lost Civilization. 

 

Michael Pakaluk 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2024/12/06/our-lost-civilization/  
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Criminologist Mom Teachers Prevention of Violence Among Youth 

 

We learn about preventing violence, both verbal and physical, among children and adolescents 

with Mirela Čorić, a criminologist from Slovenia. 

 

Unfortunately, we hear more and more about 

violence involving young people. 

On the Reflektor vlog (in Slovenian) we 

spoke to Mirela Čorić, a criminal 

investigator from Slovenia, about raising 

children's and parents' awareness of the 

dangers of peer violence, the dangers of 

children on their phones, as well as her 

motherly parenting techniques. 

Here is part of our conversation. 

Professionally, you work a lot with 

teenage violence. How can we prevent 

violence among children and adolescents 

as much as possible, both physical and 

verbal, including online? 

Mirela Čorić: I hope and strive to 

do a lot by raising awareness, 

starting among children. I feel that 

it’s too late to talk to them about it 

when they are already in 8th or 9th 

grade. It’s necessary, of course, to 

start from an early age. 

How can parents contribute to this? 

Čorić: Parents have the biggest 

influence. We appeal to parents and 

school staff about how to talk to 

children, and explain that there is a 

lot to talk about on the subject of 

violence. 

Children should be taught empathy, 

to know how to help a friend, not 

just to look out for themselves. 

Children need to feel for each other 

and tell each other if someone is in 

distress, or if someone is spreading 

malicious content about them on 

social networks. 

Let's say for example that a child 

tripped and fell, and then someone 

who took a picture of it shared it on 

social media. Now that child is the 

target of ridicule and bullying, when 

really the child is in need and should 

be helped. 

As parents, we need to tell our 

children that this is not the way to 

behave, and change their perspective. 

“How would you feel if you were in 

their shoes? How would it feel if the 

whole class was laughing at you?” 

Children need to be taught empathy 

in this way already at school and 

even in kindergarten. This is how we 

can change things somewhere in the 

future. 

More about Mirela Čorić: Mirela is a 

criminal investigator who has been awarded 

the Medal for Bravery and the Medal for 

Self-Sacrifice for her courage and for 

helping so many people, and was chosen 

Slovenian Woman of the Year 2017. She is 

also the mother of three boys, and her main 

professional focus lately has been raising 

awareness among children and parents about 

the dangers of violence. 

 

What should school workers, a father, or 

a mother do if they notice violence among 

children and young people? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEAH1FCRzLk&list=PL2kyXl8pybGg2xELjw6dSEdd9xBo9N8WT
https://aleteia.org/2018/05/27/how-to-disarm-a-bully-without-raising-a-hand-video/
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Čorić: We teach staff in educational 

institutions that violence should be 

reported. School authorities need to 

be made aware of it. We need to have 

zero tolerance towards violence. 

Because if teachers tolerate peer 

violence, it sends a strong message 

to children: be violent and you will 

get through life better that way. But 

that message is wrong. 

What more can each of us do to make a 

difference, so that a young person doesn’t 

come to school and start shooting? 

Čorić: My opinion is that the whole 

of society has an influence on this. If 

we pass the hate on, we get the hate 

back. We parents are role models for 

our children. If they hear bad words 

or hatred from us at home, they pass 

it on to their peers. 

We need to watch how we behave at 

home. If I tell my child to put the 

phone on the table at 9 p.m., I will 

put it down too, because I’m a role 

model. This way, we can change 

their behavior.. 

How does modern technology influence 

increased aggression? 

Čorić: Children often confide in me 

during my conferences. If they aren’t 

on their phones, on social media, 

they’re excluded from their group of 

friends. 

My 14-year-old son got two 

warnings at the beginning of the 

school year that he had taken his 

phone to school, even though we had 

agreed otherwise. If you see that 

something is having a bad effect on a 

child, you have to take it away. And 

we took his phone away for three 

months. During that time he changed 

so much for the better that we 

couldn't believe it. He was no longer 

bothered about how many friends he 

had on social networks and what 

anyone was writing about him. 

That's when his real friends showed 

up, the ones who rang his doorbell 

and invited him to the basketball 

court. "Likes" mean a lot to children. 

They count friends through who they 

have on their phone, but they don't 

know them. 

How, and how much, should we parents 

monitor our children's phones? 

Čorić: When I ask in class how 

many children have parental controls 

on their phones, one, maybe two 

students raise their hand. I urge 

parents to monitor their children's 

phones, to look at what photos they 

have, what groups they have, 

whether there is controversial, 

perhaps offensive content, content 

that is peer violence … 

Then to talk to the children, tell them 

that this is not acceptable, that it is 

offensive, and teach them to put 

themselves in the shoes of the 

victim. I teach parents that they must 

teach their children to use the phone 

properly as soon as it is put in their 

hands. When we teach them to walk, 

we hold their hands. Before we put 

them on a bike for the first time, we 

give them protective equipment and 

help them. In the same way, we need 

to teach them how to use the phone. 

If the parents aren’t proficient on the 

phone, and don’t know how the apps 

work, it’s also difficult to teach the 

child. That is why we parents need to 

educate ourselves and prepare. 

Due to your job, are your children ever 

afraid for you? 
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Čorić: I try to tell them as little as 

possible about work because it’s 

stressful for them. For example, 

when my high-profile robbery arrests 

were highly publicized a few years 

ago, they felt a lot of fear then; they 

asked me if I was going to come 

back home, what if something like 

that happened again, what if 

somebody retaliated... They had a lot 

of fears. So it's not the best thing for 

the children. They also wanted to 

know where I was speaking, to 

whom I was giving a conference. 

The youngest one wants me to speak 

at their school too, but the middle 

one doesn't even want me to give 

conferences. 

The eyes of criminologists see many 

things. And then you are afraid. My 

biggest fear as a parent is drugs. 

Because you see how young people 

— because of difficult situations at 

home, in the family, and the 

hardships they are going through — 

turn to the world of drugs. And that’s 

my biggest fear. 

What do we parents need to pay 

particular attention to when we talk 

about drugs? 

Čorić: We need to be alert to sudden 

changes, e.g., when our kids are 

suddenly too sleepy, too energetic, 

sleeping too much, being too absent, 

too outgoing, disregarding authority, 

becoming aggressive. This is the first 

change that a parent can detect. For 

me, all drugs are dangerous; even 

weed. 

 

Tina Martinec Selan – Lojze Grcman 

https://aleteia.org/2024/12/04/criminologist-mom-teaches-prevention-of-violence-among-youth  
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Republicans Introduce Bill to Define ‘Male’ And ‘Female’ Based on Biological 

Differences 

 

Several Republican lawmakers introduced 

legislation to clarify that the terms “male,” 

“female,” and “sex,” among others, refer to 

the biological distinctions between men and 

women when those words are used in laws. 

The Defining Male and Female Act of 

2024, introduced by Sen. Roger Marshall 

from Kansas, aims to prevent government 

officials and courts from reinterpreting those 

terms through the lens of gender ideology by 

identifying men and women based on self-

identification instead of biological 

distinctions. 

Marshall said in a statement that he “didn’t 

think we would need legislation to tell us 

that there are only two sexes, male and 

female, but here we are.” 

According to a news release, the legislation 

would restore the legal right to reserve girls’ 

and women’s sports and scholarships for 

biological girls and women. The news 

release also states that the bill would restore 

the sex separation of restrooms, locker 

rooms, dorm rooms, prisons, and shelters for 

victims of sexual assault. 

“As a physician who has delivered over 

5,000 babies, I can confidently say that 

politicizing children’s gender to use them as 

pawns in their radical woke agenda is not 

only wrong, it is extremely dangerous,” 

Marshall said. “We must codify the legal 

definition of sex to be based on science 

rather than feelings. With our legislation, we 

can fight back against the Biden-Harris 

administration’s assault on our children.” 

Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, said in a 

statement that “men and women have 

biological differences that must be 

recognized.” He added that “women and 

girls deserve to feel safe and respected in all 

spaces, public and private.” 

The legislation is designed to unwind 

policies that were enacted during the 

administration of President Joe Biden and 

Vice President Kamala Harris. 

Under the current administration, the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) reinterpreted the 

Affordable Care Act’s prohibition on “sex” 

discrimination to include any 

discrimination on the basis of so-called 

“gender identity.” The rule was blocked by 

a judge but would have forced health 

care providers and insurers to cover 

transgender drugs and surgeries for both 

adults and minors. 

The administration also revised Title IX 

regulations to redefine sex discrimination to 

include any discrimination based on gender 

identity. This could have forced publicly 

funded schools and colleges to allow 

biological men in women’s locker rooms, 

dormitories, and athletic competitions. 

However, its enforcement is limited after 

multiple courts blocked implementation. 

“Since taking office in 2021, the Biden-

Harris administration has embarked on a 

radical transgender agenda, preying on 

vulnerable youth and endangering women 

and girls in sports and locker rooms,” Rep. 

Mary Miller, R-Illinois, said in a statement. 

“This agenda was soundly rejected by the 

American people on Nov. 5, and we now 

have a clear mandate to stop this insanity,” 

Miller said. “The Defining Male and Female 

Act will prevent any future administration 

from ever again redefining Title IX, and I’m 

thrilled to work with Sen. Marshall in 

https://www.marshall.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/KIN2463023.pdf
https://www.marshall.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/KIN2463023.pdf
https://www.marshall.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/senator-marshall-leads-bill-to-define-male-and-female/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257542/catholic-healthcare-leader-warns-of-transgender-mandate-in-change-to-obamacare-rule
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257542/catholic-healthcare-leader-warns-of-transgender-mandate-in-change-to-obamacare-rule
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257542/catholic-healthcare-leader-warns-of-transgender-mandate-in-change-to-obamacare-rule
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258250/states-doctors-sue-biden-administration-over-transgender-medical-mandate
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257442/biden-admin-redefines-sex-discrimination-in-title-ix-to-include-gender-identity
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257442/biden-admin-redefines-sex-discrimination-in-title-ix-to-include-gender-identity
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257509/biden-title-ix-changes-affect-state-laws-on-women-s-sports-locker-rooms-lawyers-warn
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258773/biden-s-title-ix-gender-identity-protections-have-been-blocked-in-26-states-what-to-know
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/258773/biden-s-title-ix-gender-identity-protections-have-been-blocked-in-26-states-what-to-know
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sending it to President Trump’s desk next 

year.” 

The proposed legislation would declare that 

“every individual is either male or female” 

and that “an individual’s sex can be 

observed or clinically verified at or before 

birth.” It adds that “in no case is an 

individual’s sex determined by stipulation or 

self-identification.” 

The bill would further clarify that laws 

separating facilities and athletic 

competitions based on biological sex “do not 

constitute unequal treatment under the law.” 

Under the law, the following words would 

be clearly defined based on biological 

distinctions: man, woman, male, female, 

boy, girl, mother, and father. 

The proposal adds that the word gender 

“shall be considered a synonym for sex” and 

“shall not be considered a synonym or 

shorthand expression for gender identity, 

experienced gender, gender expression, or 

gender role” unless the explicit definitions 

of that law indicate otherwise. 

 

Tyler Arnold 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/02/republicans-introduce-bill-to-define-male-and-

female-based-on-biological-differences/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/02/republicans-introduce-bill-to-define-male-and-female-based-on-biological-differences/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/12/02/republicans-introduce-bill-to-define-male-and-female-based-on-biological-differences/
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140-Year-Old ‘Blackfriar Site’ Back in Catholic Hands 

 

The University of Notre Dame Australia has bought a building developed by Dominicans in the 

19th century, for use as a site for early childhood education. 

 

An Australian property that was once 

operated by the Blackfriars – an Oxford-

based community of the Dominican Order 

– has returned to Catholic ownership, 

after 140 years. Acquired by the University 

of Notre Dame Australia (UNDA), the 

building will be put to use by Sydney 

Catholic Early Childhood Services 

(SCECS), a leading provider of early 

childhood education in Sydney.  

A report from Catholic Weekly refers to the 

building as “the Blackfriars site at 

Broadway,” which adjoins St. Benedict’s 

Church, also on Broadway. Prior to the sale, 

the site was owned by the University of 

Technology Sydney, which ran an early 

childhood centre from the facility. 

UNDA Chancellor Christopher Ellison 

explained that the Blackfriars site will 

continue to offer these services, but under 

a different management:  

“By investing in the historic 

Blackfriars site, we can continue to 

grow the Sydney campus adjacent to 

St. Benedict’s and with it, tertiary 

offerings at UNDA Sydney into the 

future. This will leave a legacy for 

generations of students to come,” 

Ellison said.  

The site was originally developed by the 

Catholic Church to become a public school 

known as Blackfriar Primary School. Over 

the course of the 20th century, however, the 

school transitioned ownership several times 

to become the Sydney Teachers College and 

eventually was purchased by the University 

of Technology Sydney.  

SCECS CEO Franceyn O’Connor hailed the 

previous owners for the services they 

offered and assured the community that they 

will continue under the new leadership of 

the SCECS. One of the leading providers of 

early childhood education in Sydney, the 

SCECS offers before and after school care, 

as well as vacation care across Sydney. 

The not-for-profit operates five early 

learning centres and more than 60 care 

service centers across New South Wales. 

“The current children’s service is a 

thriving community hub for families 

living and working in the city. 

SCECS looks forward to joining and 

enriching this community, working 

beside UNDA in providing a centre 

of excellence for professional 

learning in early childhood services,” 

O’Connor said.  

Executive Director of the Archdiocese of 

Sydney, Michael Digges, expressed his 

excitement over the acquisition of the 

property, pointing to the “longstanding and 

personal relationship” between the 

Archdiocese and the UNDA. 

He called it a milestone for the 

relationship between the two entities, 

which dates back to 2003, when the late 

Cardinal George Pell invited the 

university to Australia.  

Auxiliary Bishop Richard Umbers of 

Sydney echoed the sentiments and reiterated 

the Church’s commitment to education. He 

said:  

https://catholicweekly.com.au/blackfriars-returns-to-church-after-140-years/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR18OL5gfmhoIaYHM95Nhk2aItrYv9FCrxkIsqudK1o5g2XhCmWVnqpDhUU_aem_eKM5QxWRhL0X2rsD5FdEOw
https://www.scecs.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.scecs.nsw.edu.au/
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“For over 200 years, the Catholic 

Church has been the leading provider 

of education in Australia. The 

expansion of the University of Notre 

Dame Australia at Broadway 

underscores the significance of 

education as an integral part of our 

ministry.”  

 

J-P Mauro 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/29/140-year-old-blackfriar-site-back-in-catholic-hands  
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Rioters Attack Catholic School in Bangladesh 

 

MUMBAI, India – A Catholic church in 

Bangladesh has been closed indefinitely 

following acts of violence and vandalism. 

St. Gregory’s High School and College in 

Old Dhaka experienced attacks alongside 

other schools after a student at another 

institution died after allegations of medical 

malpractice. 

On Sunday, a mob of more than 500 

attacked the Catholic school, and injured 

two employees. 

The classrooms, canteen and teachers’ 

lounge at the school were also vandalized. 

Bangladesh has been experiencing a wave of 

Islamist attacks on religious minorities for 

months, and these haven’t ended with the 

appointment of Nobel Prize winner 

Muhammad Yunus as interim leader in 

August. 

“Due to the emerging situation, all types of 

class, exams and offices of the morning shift 

and day shift of the school and college 

branch will remain closed until further 

notice, as per the decision of the school’s 

governing committee,” St. Gregory’s High 

School said in a statement. 

“The cleaning and renovation works of the 

institution is an emergency requirement and 

time-consuming. The school’s activities will 

begin when everything will be favorable,” 

the statement continued. 

Archbishop Bejoy D’Cruze of Dhaka 

condemned the attacks on the school. 

“This ‘Indirectly happened’ – students from 

the majority community were protesting the 

unfortunate death of a student in hospital, 

the protests spilled out on the streets, our St. 

Gregory’s students were mere spectators, but 

the students from the other college, attacked 

them, assuming that they were supporting 

the hospital,” he told Crux. 

“Those students then entered St. Gregory’s 

and vandalized the school and college. 

Things are not in order; we got indirectly 

drawn into it. However, there are many 

elements against us, we get the effects of 

malpractice here and there,” the archbishop 

said. 

“It’s is also suspected that disgruntled 

elements instigated the vandalism. 

Regrettably, our services have created us a 

few enemies… We have limitations on the 

number of students we can admit to our 

educational institutions, and this causes us to 

be targeted.  Our Educational institutions, 

serve the majority population, which is 

nearly 85 percent. Christian students are 

very, very few,” D’Cruze said. 

“In spite of the vandalism and damage, we 

have filed only a General Diary, as we know 

that students have a future, they were 

emotional and damaged, but we have to 

consider their future,” he added. 

“We are for peace; we have suspended 

classes due to tensions and told our students 

not to get involved and not join any 

groups… We are for peace,” the archbishop 

told Crux. 

Brother Placido Peter Ribeiro, the principal 

St. Gregory’s High School and College, 

told Asia News the attack “was a 

premeditated assault.” 

“Restoration work, including cleaning and 

repairing the extensive damage, is already 

underway. These efforts are both urgent and 

time-consuming. We aim to resume normal 

school activities as soon as the premises are 
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fully restored and safe for students and 

staff,” he said. 

 

Nirmala Carvalho 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2024/11/rioters-attack-catholic-school-in-bangladesh  
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Get Rid of Screens at The Family Table and Try This Instead 

 

By reclaiming the table as a screen-free space, families can nurture trust, intimacy, and the joy of 

sharing stories once more. 

 

Human beings are natural storytellers. From 

the earliest tales whispered by firelight to 

the great narratives of Scripture, storytelling 

has always been a cornerstone of human 

connection. In the Catholic tradition, stories 

hold even deeper meaning — they are 

vehicles of truth, faith, and moral formation. 

From the parables of Jesus to the lives of the 

saints, the narratives we inherit shape our 

understanding of God and ourselves. 

Yet in many homes today, screens at the 

dinner table threaten to silence this rich 

tradition. Notifications replace laughter, 

scrolling replaces eye contact, and a device 

often sits where an open heart should be. 

This loss is profound, but it’s not 

irreversible. By reclaiming the table as a 

screen-free space, families can nurture trust, 

intimacy, and the joy of sharing stories once 

more. 

Why screens don’t belong at the table 

Meals are a sacred time in both physical 

and spiritual senses. They provide 

nourishment for the body while also offering 

an opportunity for meaningful connection 

with others. The family table mirrors the 

altar, where the faithful come together to 

share in communion with God and one 

another. Bringing screens into this space 

introduces distractions, eroding the deep 

connections that mealtime fosters. 

Studies consistently show that screen use 

during meals diminishes conversation and 

weakens family bonds. Children especially 

are sensitive to these moments; they long to 

be seen, heard, and valued by their 

parents and siblings. When the focus shifts 

to a screen, the subtle message 

communicated is that the virtual world 

matters more than the people in the room. 

The power of shared stories 

In place of screens, families can return to 

storytelling — a practice that not only 

entertains but also forms character and faith. 

Stories told at the table can include 

everything from lighthearted family 

anecdotes to reflections on Scripture or the 

lives of the saints. 

Catholic tradition abounds with rich 

narratives. Sharing these stories reinforces 

faith while inviting children to engage with 

the lessons they offer. But storytelling 

doesn’t have to stop with sacred tales. 

Stories from a parent’s childhood, a funny 

event at work, or a made-up adventure can 

spark laughter and create lasting memories. 

When families share stories, they teach 

essential virtues like courage, kindness, and 

perseverance. Children come to understand 

that life’s challenges can be met with faith 

and that every person’s life is part of a 

greater story authored by God. 

Building intimacy without external 

stimuli 

The simplicity of sharing a meal without 

external distractions allows for a deeper kind 

of intimacy. In the quiet absence of screens, 

families can savor both their food and their 

conversations. Open-ended questions like 

“What was the best part of your day?” or 

“What’s something you’re grateful for?” 

invite everyone to speak and listen. 

https://aleteia.org/2024/03/13/the-power-of-stories-engaging-hearts-and-minds
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9317201/
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These moments build trust, especially for 

children, who need to feel that their thoughts 

and feelings are valued. A child who grows 

up being truly heard at the table is more 

likely to approach their parents with 

difficult questions or struggles later in 

life. 

Reclaiming the table 

Making the dinner table a screen-free zone 

doesn’t require grand gestures, just simple 

intentionality. Begin by setting a shared 

family rule: no phones, tablets, or other 

devices at meals. To make the transition 

easier, create mealtime rituals that 

everyone looks forward to. Perhaps it’s 

lighting a candle, saying a prayer of 

thanksgiving, or having a rotating 

“storyteller of the day” who gets to share a 

favorite tale. 

In a world overflowing with distractions, the 

family table can be a refuge — a place 

where stories are shared, trust is built, and 

love is nourished. By saying no to screens at 

meals, families say yes to something far 

greater: a life of connection, meaning, and 

faith rooted in the eternal story of God’s 

love. 

 

Daniel Esparza 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/27/get-rid-of-screens-at-the-family-table-and-try-this-instead  
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How Squanto Saved the First Thanksgiving Celebration 

 

Squanto, a Catholic Native American, helped the starving Pilgrims grow food for their first 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Many are familiar with the famous story of 

the first Thanksgiving. It centers on the 

religious Pilgrims fleeing from England and 

forming a colony at Plymouth, 

Massachusetts. 

Once there, a Native American tribe helps 

them grow food, and in November of 1621, 

the two groups come together for a harvest 

celebration. 

What you may not have known is 

that a Catholic Native American was 

behind it all. 

Before the Mayflower landed, a Native 

American man named Squanto was first 

captured by Captain George Weymouth in 

1605 as he was exploring the coast of 

Massachusetts. 

Squanto was brought back to England and 

trained to be an interpreter. 

He then returned to the New World in 1614 

with John Smith (think Pocahontas), 

possibly as a guide. 

However, Smith left Squanto there and an 

associate of his (Thomas Hunt) kidnapped 

him with hopes of selling him and other 

natives in Spain. 

Baptized Catholic 

When he arrived in Spain, Squanto escaped 

the captivity of John Hunt and lived with 

Franciscan Friars for a few years. He was 

baptized and eventually left the monastery, 

hoping to return to his homeland. 

He reached England in 1619 and was able to 

board a ship back to Massachusetts and 

searched for his former tribe, discovering 

that they all died from smallpox. 

Then the Pilgrims came in 1620 and a few 

months later in 1621 discovered, to their 

astonishment, a Native American who knew 

English (enter, Squanto). He came to their 

rescue and taught them everything: how to 

grow corn, squash and even where to fish. 

Squanto became vital to the survival of the 

Pilgrim colony and was a valued interpreter. 

He died two years later and William 

Bradford, governor of Plymouth, said that he 

was, "a special instrument sent of God for 

their good beyond their expectation." 

Some historians believe that the Pilgrims 

would have died before celebrating their 

first Thanksgiving if it wasn't for 

Squanto. 

 

Philip Kosloski 

https://aleteia.org/2017/11/23/how-squanto-saved-the-first-thanksgiving  

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2019/11/27/squanto-central-figure-in-thanksgiving-story-was-baptized-catholic/
https://aleteia.org/2017/11/23/how-squanto-saved-the-first-thanksgiving
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Numbed to Violence 

 

How healthy, spiritually speaking, is watching so much movie violence for the soul of a person? 

 

As soon as he saw the blood, he drank 

savagery in with it, and he did not turn 

away, but fixed his gaze on it, and poured 

the furies down his throat unawares, and 

delighted in the wickedness of the contest, 

and got drunk with bloodthirsty lust. He was 

not the same man who had come there.  

—St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, 

Book VI 

A few months ago, the first trailer for the 

long-anticipated sequel to the 2000 

film Gladiator was released.  Gladiator was 

the first R-rated film that I ever watched 

from start to finish, and I remember it 

vividly.  The film, a standard revenge story, 

boasts fantastic set pieces, an epic score, and 

plenty of battle and fight scenes drenched in 

blood and testosterone. The film won five 

Academy Awards, including Best Picture 

and Best Actor for Russell Crowe. To say 

that there has been great excitement and 

anticipation for the sequel would be an 

understatement. But I wonder how healthy, 

spiritually speaking, watching so much 

violence is for the soul of a person.   

A viewing of the first trailer for Gladiator 

II made me recall young Alypius in book VI 

of St. Augustine’s Confessions. Alypius 

protests as his friends carry and drag him to 

the Colosseum to witness and participate in 

the bloodlust of the gladiator spectacles. 

Alypius initially wants no part of the affair. 

He knows that witnessing and cheering as 

human beings die violent deaths is no good 

thing for the human soul, heart, or psyche, 

nor is it good for the imagination, or 

memory. Would that we had the same 

knowledge, and the same will to avoid such 

spectacles ourselves.   

While the original Gladiator isn’t as 

profound as it pretends to be, it was 

popular for a reason. I don’t think that it was 

popular solely for the violent action 

sequences, though I do think they were a 

part of its appeal. What attracts us to that? 

Why do we cheer alongside the crowds and 

Emperor Commodus as men are cut in half 

and decapitated? Concupiscence draws us to 

the violence, but afterward, the violence 

itself goes to work on our soul and psyche 

with a hammer and chisel. Indulging 

frequently in such violent content breeds a 

certain contempt for human life. A person 

that is trying to grow closer to God should 

feel a pit in his stomach after viewing life 

strewn about in such a manner. It should 

come as a punch to the gut that you weren’t 

ready for. The fact that it often doesn’t says 

something about our spiritual lives and our 

culture, or lack thereof.   

Ubiquitous violence in our culture, 

especially in our various forms of 

entertainment, has numbed us to its vicious 

bite. In addition to film, video games are 

largely full of first-person shooters and 

bloody combat. Television shows are full of 

pornography and gore. Neither kids nor 

adults stand a chance. What are we to do 

when there is a gladiator arena in every 

home? Satan doesn’t need our friends to 

drag us to the arena to seduce us with such 

violent pageantry. It’s right there, on 

demand. 

Ubiquitous violence in our culture, 

especially in our various forms of 

entertainment, has numbed us to its 

vicious bite. 

https://tanbooks.com/confessions-of-st-augustine-of-hippo
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We should pause here to consider another 

point. Many very famous and celebrated 

works of art contain images of graphic 

violence. This is true across all artistic 

mediums, and the same is true of film. A 

great deal of these works are Christian, and 

it’s true that not a few people have 

benefitted by engaging with them. Should 

we avoid all violent content in all media? 

Offering a definitive answer to these 

questions is beyond the scope of this article 

and is for someone with a higher academic 

pedigree than myself, or perhaps it is for the 

Church to decide. Instead, I encourage you 

to do honest self-reflection before and after 

viewing a violent film or work of art and to 

discern how it’s affecting you and what God 

may be calling you to do in that moment. 

In reality, very little violence, if any, is 

needed in films; and what is needed can 

almost always be scaled back. You can’t 

make a gladiator film without gladiator 

fights. You can, however, scale a gladiator 

film back to PG-13 violence, if not further. 

We don’t need to see someone’s carotid 

spurting blood like a geyser to understand 

the inhumanity of the contests. We could, 

however, use more philosophy and better 

writing and dialogue, a feat much harder and 

much more worthwhile than cheap special 

effects. In this sense, violence stands as a 

substitute for doing the hard work of 

researching, reflecting on, and writing a 

good script.     

The core problem with most violent 

content is that it treats human persons in a 

manner far below their dignity, much in the 

same way that pornography does in movies 

and television shows. People are treated as 

disposable, reminiscent of the infamous “red 

shirts” of the original Star Trek series but in 

a far more decadent manner and on a much 

larger scale.   

Violence doesn’t have to be drenched in 

blood, either, to degrade. The average James 

Bond film, largely free of R-rated blood 

splatter, degrades with PG-13 violence and 

fornication in much the same manner as—

and on par with—many R-rated films. When 

human life is tossed aside en masse for 

entertainment, or when humans perform acts 

below their dignity on screen for 

entertainment, we all lose. Our souls are 

wounded, our memories scarred, and our 

imaginations corrupted. 

In addition, bloody revenge tales often 

pervert masculine virtue into something 

quite different and far below the dignity of 

all involved. True masculinity offers 

strength on behalf of others. When we take 

masculine strength and prowess and wield it 

irresponsibly, we don’t get something more 

masculine, we get something decidedly 

effeminate. True masculinity most often 

requires restraint as God asks it of us.  In 

fact, restraint is often what’s most arduous. 

Unchecked, murderous rampages show a 

man who has lost control of his faculties, 

doing, in a sense, the easier thing, the thing 

that promises instant fulfillment, not what 

God is calling him to do. Such a man paves 

his own road to Hell.     

I once heard a priest say that any movie or 

television show that we watch should lead 

us to Christ in some manner, and if it 

doesn’t, we shouldn’t bother with it. I’ve 

always believed the wisdom of that 

statement, though I don’t often act like it. 

The criteria need not be strict. A film full of 

beauty and goodness should aid in 

contemplation of the Lord. In this way, 

choice of movies and television shows is 

analogous to the rest of the Christian life. 

(For a collection of films full of goodness 

and beauty, and which are great art, I’d 

highly recommend Anthony Esolen’s 

Substack, Word & Song.)  

Gladiator isn’t close to the most violent 

movie out there, nor is it particularly gory 

by today’s diminishing standards, but it does 

https://anthonyesolen.substack.com/
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serve as an interesting link between the time 

of Augustine and our own, and our standards 

for entertainment. The duty of Christians to 

guard our minds, hearts, and souls has 

always been of paramount importance, and 

that has never changed, nor will it, 

regardless of availability of mass 

entertainment, or whether we’re watching 

real people losing their lives, or actors and 

special effects.  

Things really aren’t much different now than 

they were when young Alypius walked the 

streets of Rome. Violence is perennially 

marketable. It draws us in and sinks its 

talons into our flesh, and after it’s gotten that 

far we’re helpless to escape. Should we 

attempt to avert our eyes, our ears will 

ensnare us, as they did Alypius. We then live 

with memories and an imagination cursed by 

images of violence against our brothers, 

resulting in a greater taste for the spectacle 

and a desensitization to its horror. Woe to 

the man that fails to avert his eyes and ears 

and allows society to drag him, much as 

Alypius’ friends did, to visions of Hell 

disguised as entertainment.   

 

Anthony Campagna, PharmD 

https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/numbed-to-violence  
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Open-And-Go Lesson Plan for St. Cecilia’s Feast Day 

 

Your students will enjoy and look forward to learning about St. Cecilia with this quick and easy 

"press and play" lesson plan. 

 

Do you want to include more faith learning 

in your homeschool or classroom, but don’t 

have time to add extra schoolwork? And you 

want learning about the saints to be 

something your students enjoy and look 

forward to? 

The solution is a quick lesson you don’t 

have to prepare ahead of time. We’ve got 

you covered. 

All you have to do is print a coloring page 

(if your student likes coloring). There’s 

one here and here, or search “St. Cecilia 

coloring page.” Haul out the box of crayons 

and your lesson is ready to go. You can even 

print the coloring page while the kids watch 

the video. 

[1] Share the story of St. Cecilia 

Ask the kids, “Do you like listening to 

music? So did St. Cecilia. She loved music 

so much that we call her the patron saint of 

music. Today is her feast day, so we’re 

going to learn about her.” 

Read aloud a biography of St. Cecilia if you 

have one. She can be found in most saint 

treasuries if you have one on hand. You can 

find a quick and kid-friendly telling of her 

life story here. 

If you don’t have a biography of her, you 

can watch this 10-minute video about her 

life. A warning that this animated video 

does show her head being cut off, so use 

your discretion: 

https://youtu.be/6SddlGXnUfg 

[2] Work and talk 

Working with their hands helps a child 

connect with and retain a lesson. After 

watching the biography video, pass out the 

coloring page.  

Or play this How to Draw St. Cecilia video, 

appropriate for all ages. Drawing tutorials 

are very popular with children: 

https://youtu.be/KV4eNSOn4fw  

Talk about what you learned from the book 

or video while the kids work on the coloring 

page, or after the drawing tutorial video. 

Ask: 

• What did you hear? 

• How did St. Cecilia follow God’s 

call for her? 

• What was your favorite part of her 

story? 

• All the saints tried to be like Jesus in 

their own ways. What was one way 

St. Cecilia acted like Jesus? 

• Is there anything you would like to 

say to Jesus about St. Cecilia? 

[3] Pray together 

You can end the lesson with a prayer, like 

this one. You might also choose to light a 

candle and look at an image of St. Cecilia 

during this time. 

O God, who gladden us each year 

with the feast day of your handmaid 

Saint Cecilia, 

grant, we pray, 

that what has been devoutly handed 

https://www.thecatholickid.com/saint-cecilia-coloring-page/?srsltid=AfmBOopljgMtp4DXF1PoFFkySo7eG22N9eyT0GHLouYUhduz1G1xanNP
https://www.saintanneshelper.com/saint-cecilia-coloring.html#google_vignette
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/saint-cecilia-playing-saint-stories/
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/saint-cecilia-playing-saint-stories/
https://youtu.be/6SddlGXnUfg
https://youtu.be/KV4eNSOn4fw
https://aleteia.org/daily-prayer/tuesday-november-22


315 
 

down concerning her 

may offer us examples to imitate 

and proclaim the wonders worked in 

his servants 

by Christ your Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Finish the lesson by listening to your 

favorite music, or even better, singing your 

favorite hymn, in honor of St. Cecilia. 

St. Cecilia, pray for us! 

 

Theresa Civantos Barber 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/21/open-and-go-lesson-plan-for-st-cecilias-feast-day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/21/open-and-go-lesson-plan-for-st-cecilias-feast-day


316 
 

Was Mary A “Temple Virgin” When She Was a Child? 

 

There are various ancient accounts that place Mary's childhood at the Temple in Jerusalem, 

joining other girls who were also there. 

 

November 21 is a feast in the Roman 

Catholic Church dedicated to 

the Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the 

Temple. 

This event is not mentioned in the Bible, but 

is present in a few extra-biblical accounts 

that the Church recognizes. 

According to Fr. Alban Butler, there was a 

custom of some Jewish parents at the time: 

Religious parents never fail by 

devout prayer to consecrate their 

children to the divine service and 

love, both before and after their 

birth. Some amongst the Jews, not 

content with this general 

consecration of their 

children, offered them to God in 

their infancy, by the hands of the 

priests in the temple, to be lodged 

in apartments belonging to the 

temple, and brought up in attending 

the priests and Levites in the sacred 

ministry. 

Presentation in the Temple 

Furthermore, The Protoevangelium of 

James, an ancient text from the year 145, 

provides a story that is a primary basis for 

this feast: 

And the child was two years old, and 

Joachim said: Let us take her up to 

the Temple of the Lord, that we 

may pay the vow that we have 

vowed, lest perchance the Lord send 

to us, and our offering be not 

received. And Anna said: Let us wait 

for the third year, in order that the 

child may not seek for father or 

mother. 

And Joachim said: So let us wait. 

And the child was three years 

old...And the priest received her, and 

kissed her, and blessed her, saying: 

The Lord has magnified your name 

in all generations. In you, on the last 

of the days, the Lord will manifest 

His redemption to the sons of Israel. 

And he set her down upon the third 

step of the altar, and the Lord God 

sent grace upon her; and she danced 

with her feet, and all the house of 

Israel loved her. 

And her parents went down 

marveling, and praising the Lord 

God, because the child had not 

turned back. And Mary was in the 

Temple of the Lord as if she were a 

dove that dwelt there, and she 

received food from the hand of an 

angel. 

Modern historians continue to debate the 

authenticity of these documents and whether 

there was ever a tradition of "Temple 

virgins" who served the Levites at the 

Temple in Jerusalem. 

For Catholics, this event is not part of the 

deposit of faith, as it is not contained in the 

Bible and is not a necessary event for our 

salvation. 

It's certainly possible that Mary lived in the 

Temple during her childhood, but if she 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/mary/present.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0847.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0847.htm
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didn't, it wouldn't change anything about 

our faith. 

The key fact is that Mary was a virgin and 

she conceived Jesus in her womb through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. That is what 

we need to know and believe. All of these 

extra-biblical accounts simply help us 

ponder what Mary's hidden life was like that 

is not included in the Bible. 

 

Philip Kosloski 

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/20/was-mary-a-temple-virgin-when-she-was-a-child  

https://aleteia.org/2024/11/20/was-mary-a-temple-virgin-when-she-was-a-child
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