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From Our Editor

From Pierce to Divini Illius Magistri to Gravissimum Educationis — and Beyond

Most observers — Catholic and non-Catholic alike — would find it hard to believe that
Gravissimum Educationis (GE) was the first document from an ecumenical council on Catholic
education in the Church’s two-millennia-long existence. She had been “doing” education for
centuries and, in fact, was the prime mover in western civilization from the fall of the Roman
Empire to the modern era through the monastic schools, the cathedral schools, and the
universities, which she founded.

While many ecclesiastical documents are addressed to very specific, “current” situations
and thus have a very limited “shelf-life,” sixty years on, the relevance of GE goes on unabated.
Perhaps the best evidence of that is that of the sixteen documents of the Second Vatican Council,
Pope Leo XIV has chosen to highlight only one of them by issuing an apostolic letter on GE,
with his Drawing New Maps of Hope.

This year also marks the centennial of another document, this one emanating from
jurisprudence — Pierce vs. Society of Sisters — from the Supreme Court of the United States. In
1929, Pope Pius XI promulgated his landmark encyclical on Catholic education, Divini Illius
Magistri. Although these texts have different provenances and seek to answer various questions,
a common thread running through them all, from 1925 to 2025 is that of parental rights, with
enduring significance for contemporary situations surrounding that topic.

Pierce vs. Society of Sisters

In 1922, the State of Oregon passed its “Compulsory School Act,” which mandated
attendance at public (that is, government) schools; its target audience was Catholic schools.
Reaction was swift and focused. Non-religious schools opposed the legislation because it caused
loss of revenue to them; Catholic schools saw it as an infringement on the right of parents to
commit their children to parochial schools. The schools prevailed before a three-judge panel of
the Oregon District Court, however, the State of Oregon appealed to the United States Supreme
Court.

1 The legislation in question was enacted in the era of virulent anti-Catholicism that also saw the proliferation of so-
called “Blaine Amendments,” which had their origin in an 1875 failed attempt on the part of U.S. Senator James
Gillespie Blaine of Maine to create an amendment to the federal Constitution forbidding any financial assistance to
so-called “sectarian” schools, which essentially meant Catholic schools since the “public” schools were de facto
Protestant. When that effort failed at the federal level, similar legislation was introduced into the majority of state
constitutions, where it remains in many states to the present day. Recent Supreme Court decisions, however, have
practically eviscerated any such “Blaine Amendments,” holding them to be a violation of constitutional guarantees
to religious freedom (see Trinity Lutheran [2017]; Espinoza [2020]; Carson [2022]).

The proposed amendment read thus:
“No State shall make any law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; and no
money raised by taxation in any State, for the support of public schools, or derived from any public fund therefor,
nor any public lands devoted thereto, shall ever be under the control of any religious sect, nor shall any money so
raised, or lands so devoted be divided between religious sects or denominations.”




After ten weeks of deliberation, the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the appeals court
decision, with Associate Justice James Clark McReynolds writing the opinion, in which he
famously declared that children were not “mere creature[s] of the state.”

Divini Illius Magistri

On the last day of 1929, Pope Pius XI promulgated his wide-ranging education
encyclical, Divini Illius Magistri (DIM). While acknowledging the right (and, at times, even the
obligation) of the State to enter into the educational sphere, he vehemently condemned even the
slightest encroachment on the prior rights of parents to direct the education of their children. Key
statements teach of the Church’s and family’s rights in this regard, so that we read:

In the first place the Church's mission of education is in wonderful agreement
with that of the family, for both proceed from God, and in a remarkably similar
manner. God directly communicates to the family, in the natural order, fecundity,
which is the principle of life, and hence also the principle of education to life,
together with authority, the principle of order. (n. 30)

The family therefore holds directly from the Creator the mission and hence the
right to educate the offspring, a right inalienable because inseparably joined to the
strict obligation, a right anterior to any right whatever of civil society and of the
State, and therefore inviolable on the part of any power on earth. (n. 32)

In the signal paragraph of the document, the Pope praises nations which uphold parental
rights and cites Pierce as a case in point. One must pause to note the extraordinary nature of that
citation — the only instance (before or since) of a papal mention of a U.S. Supreme Court
decision. He writes:

This incontestable right of the family has at various times been recognized by
nations anxious to respect the natural law in their civil enactments. Thus, to give
one recent example, the Supreme Court of the United States of America, in a
decision on an important controversy, declared that it is not in the competence of
the State to fix any uniform standard of education by forcing children to receive
instruction exclusively in public schools, and it bases its decision on the natural
law: the child is not the mere creature of the State; those who nurture him and
direct his destiny have the right coupled with the high duty, to educate him and
prepare him for the fulfillment of his obligations. (n. 37)

We shall return to this document as a key point of reference for related concerns.
Gravissimum Educationis

Gravissimum Educationis 1s the Second Vatican Council's Declaration on Christian
Education, promulgated on 28 October 1965 by Pope Paul VI, following approval by the
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assembled bishops by a vote of 2,290 to 35.

The wide-ranging document covers areas like: The meaning of the universal right to an
education; the nature of Christian education; parents as the authors of education, along with their
rights and duties; the importance of Catholic schools; moral and religious education in all
schools; the different types of Catholic schools. Attention is also given to Catholic colleges and
universities, as well as to the various faculties of sacred sciences. Further, an appeal is made for
coordination to be fostered in scholastic matters.

It is worth noting that Divini Illius Magistri is quoted no fewer than thirteen times.

For the precise purpose of this paper, we call attention to the third paragraph of GE, for
its rousing promotion of parental rights:

Since parents have given children their life, they are bound by the most serious
obligation to educate their offspring and therefore must be recognized as the
primary and principal educators. This role in education is so important that only
with difficulty can it be supplied where it is lacking. Parents are the ones who
must create a family atmosphere animated by love and respect for God and man,
in which the well-rounded personal and social education of children is fostered.
Hence the family is the first school of the social virtues that every society needs.

The family which has the primary duty of imparting education needs help of the
whole community. In addition, therefore, to the rights of parents and others to
whom the parents entrust a share in the work of education, certain rights and
duties belong indeed to civil society, whose role is to direct what is required for
the common temporal good. Its function is to promote the education of youth in
many ways, namely: to protect the duties and rights of parents and others who
share in education and to give them aid; according to the principle of subsidiarity,
when the endeavors of parents and other societies are lacking, to carry out the
work of education in accordance with the wishes of the parents; and, moreover, as
the common good demands, to build schools and institutions.

As St. John Henry Cardinal Newman? articulated, “Conscience has rights because it has
duties,” so too, the Council Fathers, while ascribing lofty rights to parents, immediately follow
it up with a delineation of their corresponding duties. Since they are “the primary and principal
educators” of their children, it is incumbent on them to create a proper “family atmosphere,” thus
providing their children’s “well-rounded and social education,” so that the family becomes “the
first school of the social virtues that every society needs.” We see how immediately the Council
Fathers insert the family into the broader context of society-at-large. Beyond that, GE notes that
the family will need the help of the broader community to achieve its ends.

2He was declared a doctor of the Church and co-patron of Catholic schools with St. Thomas Aquinas on 1
November 2025 by Pope Leo XIV, precisely within the context of the Jubilee for the World of Education and as
Pope Leo issued his apostolic letter commemorating GE’s sixtieth anniversary.

3Letter to the Duke of Norfolk (1875).
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On October 27, 2025, Pope Leo X1V, at the conclusion of the Jubilee Mass with
Pontifical university students, signed in St. Peter’s Basilica the Apostolic Letter entitled
“Drawing New Maps of Hope.” It was made public on the following day to coincide with the
60th anniversary of Gravissimum Educationis.

Familiaris Consortio

Familiaris Consortio (FC) is the apostolic exhortation of Pope John Paul II, crafted as a
summary and development of the deliberations of the 1980 Synod of Bishops devoted to the
family. Herewith is an excerpt, relevant for our present considerations; it is worth observing the
extensive quotation from GE 3, on which FC builds.

The task of giving education is rooted in the primary vocation of married couples
to participate in God's creative activity: by begetting in love and for love a new
person who has within himself or herself the vocation to growth and development,
parents by that very fact take on the task of helping that person effectively to live
a fully human life. As the Second Vatican Council recalled, "since parents have
conferred life on their children, they have a most solemn obligation to educate
their offspring. Hence, parents must be acknowledged as the first and foremost
educators of their children. Their role as educators is so decisive that scarcely
anything can compensate for their failure in it. For it devolves on parents to create
a family atmosphere so animated with love and reverence for God and others that
a well-rounded personal and social development will be fostered among the
children. Hence, the family is the first school of those social virtues which every
society needs."

The right and duty of parents to give education is essential, since it is connected
with the transmission of human life; it is original and primary with regard to the
educational role of others, on account of the uniqueness of the loving relationship
between parents and children; and it is irreplaceable and inalienable, and therefore
incapable of being entirely delegated to others or usurped by others.

In addition to these characteristics, it cannot be forgotten that the most basic
element, so basic that it qualifies the educational role of parents, is parental love,
which finds fulfillment in the task of education as it completes and perfects its
service of life: as well as being a source, the parents' love is also the animating
principle and therefore the norm inspiring and guiding all concrete educational
activity, enriching it with the values of kindness, constancy, goodness, service,
disinterestedness and self-sacrifice that are the most precious fruit of love. (n. 36)

Charter of the Rights of the Family

The 1980 Synod on the family explicitly requested that the Holy See draw up a Charter
delineating and proclaiming the rights of the family. The entirety of Article 5 of the document
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deals with family rights specifically connected to education. The introduction to the section,
readers will recognize, leans heavily on GE 3.

Since they have conferred life on their children, parents have the original, primary
and inalienable right to educate them; hence they must be acknowledged as the
first and foremost educators of their children.

a) Parents have the right to educate their children in conformity with their moral
and religious convictions, taking into account the cultural traditions of the family
which favor the good and the dignity of the child; they should also receive from
society the necessary aid and assistance to perform their educational role properly.

b) Parents have the right to freely choose schools or other means necessary to
educate their children in keeping with their convictions. Public authorities must
ensure that public subsidies are so allocated that parents are truly free to exercise
this right without incurring unjust burdens. Parents should not have to sustain,
directly or indirectly, extra charges which would deny or unjustly limit the
exercise of this freedom.

c) Parents have the right to ensure that their children are not compelled to attend
classes which are not in agreement with their own moral and religious
convictions. In particular, sex education is a basic right of the parents and must
always be carried out under their close supervision, whether at home or in
educational centers chosen and controlled by them.

d) The rights of parents are violated when a compulsory system of education is
imposed by the State from which all religious formation is excluded.

e) The primary right of parents to educate their children must be upheld in all
forms of collaboration between parents, teachers and school authorities, and
particularly in forms of participation designed to give citizens a voice in the
functioning of schools and in the formulation and implementation of educational
policies.

f) The family has the right to expect that the means of social communication will
be positive instruments for the building up of society, and will reinforce the
fundamental values of the family. At the same time the family has the right to be
adequately protected, especially with regard to its youngest members, from the
negative effects and misuse of the mass media.

Controversial Issues®

*For a full discussion of the influence of Pierce on all the relevant issues, see its treatment by Charles J. Russo in
“Pierce v. Society of Sisters at 100: Reflections on Parental Rights in Transition,” University of Dayton Law Review,
Spring 2025.
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Many of the “hot button” issues in education today are intimately connected to the role of
parents in the educational sphere. Immediately coming to mind are matters like: curriculum
content; education in sexuality; “pronoun’ usage; transsexualism. How do parents’ rights relate
to such concerns? May the State ever claim sovereignty over parents? If so, what would warrant
such an action?

At this juncture, it might be useful to consider in a bit more depth two issues: the one, ad
extra, school choice; the other, ad intra, home-schooling. What guidance does Church teaching
give for each?

School Choice

The Church has had an amazingly consistent line of thought on an issue that has only
rather recently garnered attention in broader society, namely, parental freedom of choice in
education. She has also seen that right as inextricably tied to the Church’s right to provide
education

And so, we read in DIM:

In general then it is the right and duty of the State to protect, according to the
rules of right reason and faith, the moral and religious education of youth, by
removing public impediments that stand in the way. In the first place it pertains to
the State, in view of the common good, to promote in various ways the education
and instruction of youth. It should begin by encouraging and assisting, of its own
accord, the initiative and activity of the Church and the family, whose successes
in this field have been clearly demonstrated by history and experience. It should
moreover supplement their work whenever this falls short of what is necessary,
even by means of its own schools and institutions. (n. 46)

GE takes up the theme, linking unencumbered choice to parental rights:
Parents who have the primary and inalienable right and duty to educate their
children must enjoy true liberty in their choice of schools. Consequently, the
public power, which has the obligation to protect and defend the rights of citizens,
must see to it, in its concern for distributive justice, that public subsidies are paid
out in such a way that parents are truly free to choose according to their
conscience the schools they want for their children. (n. 6)

We have seen this point highlighted in the Holy See’s Charter of the Rights of the Family
at (b). The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church® pulls together the various

SThe Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church is a document issued by the Pontifical Council for Justice
and Peace in 2004 to offer "a complete overview of the fundamental framework of the doctrinal corpus of Catholic
social teaching." The work was created at the request of Pope John Paul II to consolidate and organize Church social
doctrine, so that we read:
“The Church... intends with this document on her social doctrine to propose to all men and women
a humanism that is up to the standards of God's plan of love in history, an integral and solidary
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magisterial statements on the topic thus:

Parents have the right to found and support educational institutions. Public
authorities must see to it that “public subsidies are so allocated that parents are
truly free to exercise this right without incurring unjust burdens. Parents should
not have to sustain, directly or indirectly, extra charges which would deny or
unjustly limit the exercise of this freedom”[548]. The refusal to provide public
economic support to non-public schools that need assistance and that render a
service to civil society is to be considered an injustice. “Whenever the State lays
claim to an educational monopoly, it oversteps its rights and offends justice ...
The State cannot without injustice merely tolerate so-called private schools. Such
schools render a public service and therefore have a right to financial assistance.”
(n. 241)

It should be emphasized that, regardless the precise type of governmental assistance
given, no monies should ever go directly to the Catholic school — for two reasons: first, to stress
the fundamental philosophical undergirding that parents are the primary educators of their
children and, thus, financial subsidies should flow to them, in order for them to exercise their
right to choose the most appropriate educational environment for their children; second, to
obviate any possible governmental interference in the conduct of the school and in the
maintenance of its Catholic identity.

Home-schooling

Home-schooling within the Catholic community is a very contemporary phenomenon,
which seems to have spilled over from contact with some Fundamentalist quarters. While its
proponents seek to ground its practice in parental rights, one must remark that in the more than
forty years of its existence in some Catholic spaces, not a single magisterial document has even
mentioned it, let alone supported it. To be sure, absent a Catholic school, one could understand a
parent’s refusal to subject one’s child to a godless governmental system of education, however,
when a Catholic school is readily available, it is hard to justify home-schooling.

Long before home-schooling came on the scene, Pius IX in DIM took it as self-evident
that serious (and even less serious) Catholic parents would always entrust their children to the
Church’s schools:

History bears witness how, particularly in modern times, the State has violated
and does violate rights conferred by God on the family. At the same time it shows
magnificently how the Church has ever protected and defended these rights, a fact
proved by the special confidence which parents have in Catholic schools. As We
pointed out recently in Our letter to the Cardinal Secretary of State: “The family
has instinctively understood this to be so, and from the earliest days of

humanism capable of creating a new social, economic and political order, founded on the dignity
and freedom of every human person, to be brought about in peace, justice and solidarity.”
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Christianity down to our own times, fathers and mothers, even those of little or no
faith, have been sending or bringing their children in millions to places of
education under the direction of the Church.” (n. 38)

We have therefore two facts of supreme importance. As We said in Our discourse
cited above: The Church placing at the disposal of families her office of mistress
and educator, and the families eager to profit by the offer, and entrusting their
children to the Church in hundreds and thousands. These two facts recall and
proclaim a striking truth of the greatest significance in the moral and social order.
They declare that the mission of education regards before all, above all, primarily
the Church and the family, and this by natural and divine law, and that therefore it
cannot be slighted, cannot be evaded, cannot be supplanted. (n. 40)

Pope John Paul I, in his 1994 “Letter to Families, ” makes quite clear the Church’s
indispensable role in education:

In the sphere of education the Church has a specific role to play. In the light of
Tradition and the teaching of the Council, it can be said that it is not only a matter
of entrusting the Church with the person's religious and moral education, but of
promoting the entire process of the person's education "together with" the Church.
The family is called to carry out its task of education in the Church, thus sharing
in her life and mission. The Church wishes to carry out her educational mission
above all through families who are made capable of undertaking this task by the
Sacrament of Matrimony, through the "grace of state" which follows from it and
the specific "charism" proper to the entire family community. (n. 16)

The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church sums up the situation in this
manner:

Parents are the first educators, not the only educators, of their children. It belongs
to them, therefore, to exercise with responsibility their educational activity in
close and vigilant cooperation with civil and ecclesial agencies. “Man's
community aspect itself — both civil and ecclesial — demands and leads to a
broader and more articulated activity resulting from well-ordered collaboration
between the various agents of education. All these agents are necessary, even
though each can and should play its part in accordance with the special
competence and contribution proper to itself.”. Parents have the right to choose
the formative tools that respond to their convictions and to seek those means that
will help them best to fulfil their duty as educators, in the spiritual and religious
sphere also. Public authorities have the duty to guarantee this right and to ensure
the concrete conditions necessary for it to be exercised. In this context,
cooperation between the family and scholastic institutions takes on primary
importance. (n. 240)
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Concluding Thoughts

As we commemorate (and celebrate) the hundredth anniversary of Pierce and the sixtieth
anniversary of Gravissimum Educationis, we can marvel at how they both have served as “north
stars” for discussion of parental rights in education — the first, within the civil sphere; the second,
having an impact in both ecclesial and civil spheres.

St. John Paul, the “Pope of the Family,” connects all the dots for us in his “Letter to
Families” — parents, children, Church, and State:

Parents are the first and most important educators of their own children, and they
also possess a fundamental competence in this area: they are educators because
they are parents. They share their educational mission with other individuals or
institutions, such as the Church and the State. But the mission of education must
always be carried out in accordance with a proper application of the principle of
subsidiarity. This implies the legitimacy and indeed the need of giving assistance
to the parents, but finds its intrinsic and absolute limit in their prevailing right and
their actual capabilities. The principle of subsidiarity is thus at the service of
parental love, meeting the good of the family unit. For parents by themselves are
not capable of satisfying every requirement of the whole process of raising
children, especially in matters concerning their schooling and the entire gamut of
socialization. Subsidiarity thus complements paternal and maternal love and
confirms its fundamental nature, inasmuch as all other participants in the process
of education are only able to carry out their responsibilities in the name of the
parents, with their consent and, to a certain degree, with their authorization. (n.
16)

And, finally, with this flourish:
I speak with the power of his truth to all people of our day, so that they will come
to appreciate the grandeur of the goods of marriage, family and life; so that they
will come to appreciate the great danger which follows when these realities are
not respected, or when the supreme values which lie at the foundation of the

family and of human dignity are disregarded. (n. 23)

The sitting Justices of Pierce and the Fathers of Vatican II would most heartily agree.

Rev. Peter M. J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D
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7 Classic Names Perfect for a 2026 Catholic Baby Boy

Anew year always brings new possibilities,
but 2026 feels particularly meaningful. We
are stepping forward from years marked by
uncertainty and fragility, into a season
where many hearts are rediscovering faith,
returning to prayer, opening to healing, and
longing for renewal.

It is a year marked by re-anchoring our lives
in what truly matters — faith, family,
courage, tenderness, service, and hope. So if
you are welcoming a baby boy this year,
choosing a deeply Catholic name isn’t
simply about tradition. It’s about blessing
the future. It’s about saying, “Lord, shape
this little life with grace and purpose.”

With this in mind, here are seven beautiful
boy names that feel especially fitting for
2026 ...

Leo

2026 is a year in which the Church
continues to feel the energy, warmth, and
vibrancy of Pope Leo’s papacy — filled
with encouragement, joy, and conviction.
Leo means “lion”, symbolizing courage,
integrity, and leadership. It’s a name that
feels hopeful, confident, strong, and quietly
joyful. Perfect for a little boy destined to
love boldly.

Joseph

In a world that still aches for stability and
faithfulness, Joseph is the name of
reassurance. He reminds us that greatness
often looks like gentleness, protection,
hidden sacrifice, and steadfast love. In 2026
— as families rebuild faith, strengthen
bonds, and rediscover the beauty of
fatherhood — Joseph feels profoundly right.

Peter

More than ever, 2026 calls for strength
rooted in humility. Peter reminds us that
God works powerfully through imperfect
people who love deeply. His story is one of
courage, forgiveness, resilience, and
mission. A wonderful name for a boy who
will fall, rise, try again, and ultimately
become a rock for others.

Raphael

After years where the world has desperately
prayed for physical, emotional, and spiritual
healing, Raphael — “God heals” — speaks
powerfully into 2026. It is a name filled with
tenderness and protection. A name that
carries calm strength and grace. A name that
says: God restores.

Francis

This year continues to invite us toward
compassion, simplicity, care for one another,
attention to the vulnerable, and joy rooted in
God. Francis embodies all of that. It’s a
name that feels peaceful, humble, and
radiantly kind — ideal for a little boy with a
gentle heart and a great soul. And of course,
it allows us to honor the late pontiff as well
as his namesake. This is a great year for that,
as it's the 800th anniversary of the death of
St. Francis of Assisi.

Gabriel

As the world hungers for hope and good
news, Gabriel — the messenger of God’s
joyful announcement — feels wonderfully
fitting for 2026. It’s a name that carries
light. A name that reminds us God speaks,
God acts, God breaks into our lives with
love.
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Augustine

2026 feels like a year of deeper reflection
and rediscovered faith — and Augustine
speaks beautifully into that. His story
reminds us that grace can transform even the
most restless heart. This name carries
wisdom, depth, strength, and the beautiful
reminder that God always pursues us.

A final thought...

Cerith Gardiner

Whatever name you choose for your little
one in 2026, remember this: a Christian
name is not just a label, it’s a blessing. It’s a
quiet prayer spoken over your child every
day. It’s a reminder that he is loved, called,
and never alone.

May every baby boy born in 2026 grow in
joy, faith, kindness, and strength —
whatever beautiful name he carries.

7 Classic Names Perfect for a 2026 Catholic Baby Boy
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Children’s Adoration Brings These Little Ones to Jesus

During his time on earth, Jesus didn’t praise
all that many people.

But He did hold up as an example an entire
group of people: children.

Several times, Jesus told his followers to
become more like little children:

“Let the children come to me; do not
prevent them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these. Amen,
I say to you, whoever does not
accept the kingdom of God like a
child will not enter it.” (Mark 10:14-
15)

Sure enough, spend time with children in a
religious setting, and you will be amazed at
the depth and sincerity of their devotion.
I’ve seen this time and time again as

a catechist for preschoolers.

Now the world has a chance to see how
children love Jesus, thanks to a recent video
of Children’s Adoration that has gone viral
on social media.

Family Adoration at SEEK 2026

The event took place at the annual SEEK
Conference in Denver. The SEEK
Conference is a large event for college
students, young adults, and families, hosted
by the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS).

The video calls it “The Cutest Eucharistic
Adoration” and shows young children and
their parents adoring Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament, while a priest gently brings the

monstrance down to the children’s eye level.
The voiceover says:

We're going to do adoration for the
children here at the SEEK
conference, because Jesus said in
Matthew 19:14, "Let the children
come to me." And for all of us, it's
good to be reminded of just a
childlike faith before the Lord. Awe,
wonder, and just receiving.

The video has nearly 23,000 "likes" and
counting. Watch it here from EWTN Pro-
Life Weekly:

The caption gives some more context:

How beautiful it is when the
youngest hearts SEEK the Lord in
Eucharistic Adoration.

Father Matt Lowry from Northern
Arizona University hosted a special
“Family Adoration” at SEEK 2026
in Denver, CO, where dozens of
young Catholics with children were
able to bring their families to adore
Christ.

He shared that this is a special
reminder of the importance of child-
like dependence on Jesus.

Children’s Adoration is a special
opportunity

Why offer a special time of Adoration just
for children? Aleteia spoke with two
mothers whose children regularly attend
Children’s Adoration at their local parishes.
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Annie, a mother of five, explained why it
makes sense to set aside a special time of
Adoration just for young children:

Children’s Adoration has been so valuable
for our family in making the Eucharist
accessible to our children, as they are invited
to encounter Jesus up close and are taught
how to pray and offer their hearts to Him.

It’s also so lovely for us as parents to have
an environment where there is no pressure
or anxiety around our children’s natural
noises and movements. We can just focus on
our family’s encounter with the Lord.

Toni, a mother of six, said these events help

her children learn to pray and to understand
the priceless importance of the Eucharist:

Theresa Civantos Barber

The biggest thing my children have
learned from Children’s Adoration
is how to be present to Jesus in the
Eucharist, how to talk to him as a
friend. They are encouraged to tell
Jesus how they are feeling and
something they’re thankful for.

My kids were also impressed with
the heavy golden key that locks the
tabernacle and has to be protected at
all times because it holds the most
precious gift.

Whether at your local parish or at a big
event like SEEK, Children’s Adoration
events are a beautiful opportunity to let the
little ones draw near to Jesus with love—and
for us adults to watch and learn from their
example.

Children’s Adoration Brings These Little Ones to Jesus
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The ‘Kindly Light’ of Catholic Education

The algorithm knows what you want before
you do. It serves up the next video and keeps
you scrolling — all calibrated for
engagement, not wisdom. For millions of
students, this has become their experience of
education: frictionless, individualized,
profoundly lonely. We drown in information
while starving for meaning.

Sixty years ago, with the

declaration Gravissimum Educationis (On
Christian Education), the Second Vatican
Council proclaimed education a universal
human right and called Catholic schools to
be communities where truth, freedom and
friendship could flourish. Today, when
artificial intelligence can write essays,
generate art and teach classes, we are again
faced with the question: What is education
really for? Our answer matters because it
reveals what we think a human person is.

On Oct. 28, the 60th anniversary

of Gravissimum Educationis, Pope Leo XIV
released the apostolic letter Drawing New
Maps of Hope. In this document, the Holy
Father cuts through the fog of trendy
educational discourse: We are not “skills
profiles” to be optimized by algorithms but
human beings with faces, stories and
vocations (4.1).

Four days later, on All Saints’ Day, the pope
proclaimed St. John Henry Newman — who
was canonized in 2019 — a doctor of the
Church and named him co-patron of
Catholic education alongside St. Thomas
Aquinas. Newman, the 19th-century
Anglican who became Catholic at
significant personal cost, understood that the
quest for wisdom is always tied to vocation

— to the universal call to holiness. As
Catholic education confronts the digital
revolution, Newman’s vision offers a
strategy for engagement rather than retreat.

‘A Laboratory of Discernment’

When Gravissimum Educationis appeared in
1965, it heralded what Pope Leo calls “a
season of trust.” Today’s digital
environment has put that trust to the test.
Technologies were supposed to democratize
knowledge. Instead, they have fragmented
attention and impoverished relationships.
Even Catholic schools risk “soulless
efficiency, the standardization of
knowledge, which then becomes spiritual
impoverishment” (9.1).

Yet the pope refuses pessimism. Precisely
here, Catholic education can become “not a
nostalgic refuge, but a laboratory of
discernment, pedagogical innovation and
prophetic witness” (11.1). The decisive
point is not the technology itself but the use
we make of it (9.3). The temptation for
misuse runs deep — to reduce learning to
skills, students to data, success to
employment. Although heightened by new
technologies, the problem is an old one:
reducing the faith to one subject among
others. On this point, the Holy Father quotes
Newman’s The Idea of a University, first
published in 1852: “Religious Truth is not
only a portion, but a condition of general
knowledge” (3.1).

Newman isn’t saying biology classes should
stop for catechism. He’s making a more
radical claim: The deepest questions about
meaning and purpose aren’t additions to real
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knowledge — they’re the framework that
makes knowledge possible. What does it
mean to be human? What deserves our love?
Why does truth matter? These questions are
the horizon against which every other
question finds its place.

An education that brackets ultimate
questions becomes shallow. Newman’s story
embodies the alternative. Born in 1801, he
became an intellectual star at Oxford, an
Anglican priest whose sermons drew
crowds. Then, in 1845, he converted to
Catholicism. It cost him the support of his
family and friends, as well as his
professional position as a fellow at Oxford.
But Newman had learned to distinguish
comfort from truth. He followed where his
conscience led him, even into exile.

Naming St. John Henry Newman co-patron
of education alongside St. Thomas Aquinas
is not replacement but development —
exactly what Newman taught about doctrine.
Aquinas gives us architecture: the synthesis
showing that grace perfects nature and faith
harmonizes with reason. Newman gives us
history: how truth grows in the Church’s life
and how authentic development differs from
corruption. Together they model what
Catholic education must be — rooted yet
growing, faithful yet creative.

‘Some Definite Service’

In his homily for the feast of All Saints,
Nov. 1, the Holy Father quoted Newman’s
well-known meditation: “God has created
me to do Him some definite service; He has
committed some work to me which He has
not committed to another. [ have my
mission.” Here’s the antidote to the
algorithmic reduction of education: Your
life shines because you discover you’re

called — that your existence is marked by
God’s personal love.

This is what Pope Leo offers through his
apostolic letter and Newman’s elevation: an
education that forms whole persons for lives
of meaning, and a conviction that every
human being carries irreducible dignity and
a calling that deserves to be honored,
nurtured and sent forth into the world.

The Holy Father identifies three priorities
for Catholic education as formation rather
than optimization:

First, develop the interior life of students.
Young people live immersed in noise.
Silence has become almost impossible —
and with it, the capacity for discernment. In
his All Saints’ Day homily, the pope
invoked Newman’s hymn “Lead, Kindly
Light,” written in 1833 during a moment of
personal darkness and uncertainty. The
hymn proclaims, “The night is dark, and I
am far from home; lead Thou me on!”
Education’s task is to offer this kindly light
“to those who might otherwise remain
imprisoned by the particularly insidious
shadows of pessimism and fear.” The
algorithm can predict what you’ll click next
— often feeding your worst inclinations —
but only God’s wisdom reveals who you’re
called to become.

Second, place technology at the service of
humanity. Technologies should enrich
learning, not replace human encounter.
What Pope Leo challenges is educational
reform driven merely by workforce
development. Skills matter, but when
education becomes nothing more than skills
acquisition, we’ve betrayed the human
person. No algorithm can replace poetry,
irony, love, art, imagination, discovery —
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even learning through mistakes.

Third, restore education as an expression of
charity. Education can either build bridges
or walls. In his homily, the pope quoted his
apostolic exhortation Dilexi Te (I Have
Loved You): “Does this mean that the less
gifted are not human beings? Or that the
weak do not have the same dignity as
ourselves? Are those born with fewer
opportunities of lesser value as human
beings? Should they limit themselves merely
to surviving? The worth of our societies, and
our own future, depends on the answers we
give to these questions™ (95). In other
words, where education remains the
privilege of a few, Catholic education fails
its mission.

What is the ultimate aim of these priorities?
Nothing less than the universal call to
holiness. The Holy Father recalled the words
spoken by Pope Benedict XVI at Newman’s
beatification in 2010: “What God wants
most of all for each one of you is that you
should become holy.

‘Shine Like Stars’

Pope Leo’s vision for Catholic education
relies largely on the men and women who do
the work of teaching. In his homily, he
addressed educators directly, calling them to
“shine like stars in the world” (Phil 2:15) —
not by spectacular achievement, but through
authentic commitment to truth-seeking and
truth-sharing; not by dominating, but by
serving, especially the young and the poor.

The Gospel for All Saints’ Day, on which
Pope Leo preached, presents the Beatitudes
— those seemingly paradoxical declarations
that the poor, the persecuted, the

peacemakers are blessed. What sounds
absurd by worldly logic reveals a new
interpretation when brought into contact
with God’s kingdom. Jesus isn’t just another
teacher. He’s the Master and Educator par
excellence, the one whose life and teaching
become the light by which we see
everything else. Educators shine not by their
own brilliance, but by reflecting his light.

This is where Newman’s hymn takes on new
depth. When Newman wrote “Lead, Kindly
Light” amid darkness and confusion, he
wasn’t asking for multiple lights or general
illumination. He was seeking the Light —
Christ himself, the only sure guide when our
feet are unsteady and the path unclear. The
Holy Father recalled Pope Francis’ repeated
warning that nihilism is one of
contemporary culture’s most dangerous
maladies, threatening to cancel hope.
Against this encircling gloom, education
must offer not generic optimism but what
Newman sought: Christ, the kindly light
who leads through darkness.

This work requires identifying what Pope
Leo calls “constellations” — patterns of
Christ’s light already shining in dark times.
Every educational context can become a
gateway to dialogue and peace because
Christ is present there, working through
those who serve him. Schools and teachers
don’t solve problems by their own power;
they point to the Light who illuminates, who
transforms, who gives meaning to our
seeking and finding. Without Christ at the
center, we offer nothing more than better
techniques for navigating the darkness. With
him, even our failures become occasions for
encountering the One who is the way, the
truth and the life.
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At SEEK 2026, Young Catholics Urged to Use Technology Intentionally, as a

Laubacher highlighted three of the 11 ways
Humanality’s digital detox program aims to
help individuals gain a more human way to
be — be light, be giving, and be present.

In 2018, Andrew Laubacher, a touring
Catholic musician at the time, decided to
quit social media completely. Despite his
recording label telling him that he was
making a terrible decision, he was exhausted
from the impact it was having on his life and
felt God calling him to make this change.

Fast-forward to today and Laubacher is now
the executive director of Humanality, a
nonprofit organization that “exists to help
people discover freedom through an
intentional relationship with technology”
and offers individuals help to break their
digital addiction through a 12-week digital
detox program.

Speaking to hundreds of young Catholics at
SEEK 2026 in Denver, Colorado, on Jan. 2,
he explained how social media can become
addictive and have negative effects on the
human person — including depression,
anxiety, and body image issues — and
offered tips on how individuals can use
technology practically and intentionally.

Laubacher began by highlighting data from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), which showed that the
average U.S. life expectancy decreased for
the first time between 2017 and 2019 and
that “Americans are 10 times more likely to
have a depressive illness than they were 60
years ago."

Citing the federal data as well as research in

Jonathan Haidt’s 2024 book 7he Anxious
Generation, Laubacher explained that in
2010 a new feature was introduced on
smartphones which led to “drastic increases
in anxiety and depression.”

What was this feature? The front-facing
camera.

“When that front-facing camera came out,
all of a sudden our lives became self-
defining,” he argued.

Laubacher shared how he saw this play out
in his own life — constantly comparing
himself and his life to others, experiencing
lust, feeling lonely, and wasting his time
mindlessly scrolling through his feeds.

“These technologies affected me in many
different ways,” he said, “And when I made
that leap [off social media] everything got
better. My friendships got better, my purity,
my productivity, my prayer got better.
Everything started to improve.”

“So you guys, the way that you‘ve grown up
with these technologies has literally changed
everything... It’s changed the way you
think. It‘s changed the way you behave. It’s
changed the way you relate to one another.
It‘s changed the way you sleep. It’s changed
the way you perceive reality,” Laubacher
told those gathered.

“You have to understand algorithms are
literally shaping your perception of what is
true. And if you are living your life scrolling
and getting stuck into these platforms like
me you're not necessarily as you want to
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be 2

Laubacher said that the average 18-year-old
in 2025 is on pace to have a 90-year life
span. He then broke this down into how
many months one might spend doing
different activities such as eating, sleeping,
going to school or work, and driving.

Over the course of one's life, the average
person is left with “334 months of free time
— this is where you fall in love. This is
where you create music, this is where you
write that book, this is where you go on the
trip with your loved ones. This is where you
discover your vocation,” Laubacher said.

“Right now, of those 334 months, 93% of
that time is going to be spent on the screen,”
he said. “At the end of your lives, you in this
crowd will have looked at the screen for 27
years of your life."

"And friends, my mission is to help you get
that time back into your life. So you can
invest that time and attention into the things
that matter most.”

Offering those gathered practical tools to
gain more freedom from digital media,
Laubacher highlighted three of the 11 ways
Humanality’s digital detox program aims to
help individuals gain a more human way to
be — be light, be giving, and be present.

“Be light” focuses on individuals stopping
the nighttime scrolling and beginning to
acknowledge the difference between
daytime and nighttime. Laubacher explained
that people spend 90% of their time indoors
versus 100 years ago when people spent

90% of their time outdoors.

Additionally, when people scroll on their
phones at nighttime, the light from the
screen tells the brain it’s daytime.

“So, our separation from light in the daytime
— and you scrolling yourself to sleep in the
nighttime — is a huge reason for our mental
health slash sleep disorder slash fatigue and
exhaustion,” he said.

“Be giving” turns the self-centered nature of
social media to one where you “start to think
outside of yourself,” which leads a person to
be “more happy and more healthy when you
live a life that is giving,” Laubacher
explained.

The last way Laubacher highlighted was “be
present,” which aims to simply teach people
how to be present with themselves, with
others, and with God.“Friends, I want to tell
you right now, the scariest, best, most
amazing adventure in your life is going to be
learning to love God, your neighbor, and
yourself,” Laubacher said.

“And if I‘'m honest, I can love people pretty
easily, but it’s really hard for me to love
myself most of the time. And I found that
my technologies were not allowing me to
get to know the person that God has created
me to be.”

“These three ways — there‘s a lot more — but
these three ways I think if you start to
implement in your day today you’ll start to
use technology as a tool and get out of these
addictions.”
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Heisman Winner Fernando Mendoza Brings Trophy to Parish

When Fernando Mendoza won the Heisman
Trophy as college football's best player back
in December, the Indiana University
quarterback and devout Catholic wasted no
time in thanking God for all that he has been
able to accomplish.

"I'm at a loss of words. Wow. 1
mean, thank you. Thank you to
everybody. First, I want to thank
God for giving me the opportunity to
chase a dream that once felt a world
away. Standing here tonight, holding
this bad boy, representing Indiana
University. It still doesn't feel real,”
he said.

He also wasted no time in celebrating with
the priests who staff St. Paul Catholic
Center, the Catholic parish and Newman
Center at Indiana University in
Bloomington, Indiana.

On Christmas Eve, Mendoza brought the
Heisman Trophy to the parish and posed for
a picture with the Dominican friars.

“It is always a great joy to share in the
successes and accomplishments of the
people we serve," Fr. Patrick Hyde, O.P., a
Dominican friar and pastor of the St. Paul
Catholic Center, told Aleteia.

"It was especially exciting to share the

Heisman with Fernando because of how
prestigious an award it is.”

Christine Rousselle

Hyde shared a picture on X, saying that a
"special visitor" had visited the parish.

"He told us "This Church and you all are a
major reason why this happened.' Praise

God for whom all blessings flow," wrote Fr.
Hyde.

"God didn't disappoint"

For Hyde, Mendoza's presence on campus
and deep faith was an answered prayer.
"When I started at [U, I was encouraged to
pray boldly & to create a plan to reach
everyone on campus with the Good News
and Catholic faith," Fr. Hyde wrote on X.

"For years, I prayed daily for God to
help us reach one more student and,
someday, the quarterback of the
football team. God didn’t
disappoint!"

God, said the Dominican, "sent us the
quarterback at a time when the Holy Spirit is
working incredible graces and conversions
on campus. We have seen significant, even
exponential, growth across every area of our
campus ministry."

"Never be afraid to pray with
courage and boldness. God loves to
bless us!"

Mendoza and the top-ranked Indiana
University play against the University of
Alabama in the Rose Bowl on January 1.

https://aleteia.org/2026/01/01/heisman-winner-fernando-mendoza-brings-trophy-to-parish/
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Harvard Catholic Ministry Sees ‘Largest Class Ever’ of Converts

Harvard University’s Catholic ministry
reportedly plans to see the “largest class
ever” of converts, according to the Wall
Street Journal.

The newspaper recently covered the growth
in Catholicism on college campuses,
including secular ones like Harvard.

Wall Street Journal reported:

This fall, the Catholic Center and its
affiliated parish, St. Paul’s, boast 80
people seeking to formally enter the
church. That’s double the number
from last year and “our largest class
ever, by a wide margin, ” said Fr.
Nathaniel Sanders, 34, Harvard'’s
undergraduate Catholic chaplain.
Sunday Mass attendance now
averages 300 students, up from
around 200 a few years ago.
Students describe it as a staple event
on campus, followed by a big sit-
down dinner that includes both
Catholics and non-Catholics.

Other campuses have seen similar results.

Wall Street Journal

The newspaper reported:

Catholic chaplains serving dozens of
U.S. colleges describe growing
student interest in the Catholic faith,
including Mass, Bible studies,
confessionals and other
engagements. “On a secular campus,
there’s a search for another voice—
the perennial voice of the Church,”
said Fr. Justin Bolger, who serves
the Catholic community of both
Brown University and the Rhode
Island School of Design. He reports
that 35 students are preparing to
enter the church this year, the
largest number in at least a decade.

Some cited the intellectual history of the
Catholic Church while others pointed to

beautiful liturgies as a source for interest
and conversion.

The College Fix also recently covered the
growth in the Catholic campus ministry at
Arizona State University.

Harvard Catholic Ministry Sees ‘Largest Class Ever’ of Converts
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The Holy Innocents

The Church, “expert in humanity” (as Pope
Paul VI put it), knows that the mystery of
Christmas (like that of Easter) is so great
that it cannot be adequately plumbed — let
alone celebrated — in a single day. And so,
taking a page out of our Jewish liturgical
heritage, the Church gives us an octave
observance — eight full days to consider the
central doctrine of the Incarnation, enabling
us to reflect on it from a variety of
perspectives, not unlike holding a diamond
up to the sun to appreciate its beauty from
many different angles.

Throughout the Christmas Octave, we
encounter a number of saints’ feasts. Do
these commemorations serve as distractions
from the central mystery of the Octave? Not
at all — because, as St. Paul teaches us, “God
is glorious in His saints.” (2 Thessalonians
1:10) Indeed, we can say that the very first
fruits of the Incarnation are saints,

the comites Christi (the companions of
Christ), and in this week, the majority of
them are martyrs — privileged “witnesses” to
Christ: Stephen, the so-called “proto-
martyr” (Dec. 27); Thomas a Becket, the
medieval defender of the freedom of the
Church (Dec. 29); and also, the Holy
Innocents, really the first to shed their blood
for Christ.

We are introduced to the “Holy Innocents”
by St. Matthew (2:16-18) after he has told us
of the visit of the Magi, whom Herod
wanted to use as “reconnaissance” men to
determine the identity of this “newborn King
of the Jews.” Not obtaining the information
he desired, Herod resorts to mass murder to
ensure his competition is dead, ordering the
execution of all male babies under the age of

two in Bethlehem.

The Collect for the day’s liturgy notes that
these little ones confessed the true faith, “not
by speaking but by dying.” Indeed, the very
word “infans” in Latin means one who
cannot yet speak! The prayer goes on to ask
the Lord for the great grace “that the faith in
you which we confess with our lips we may
also speak through the manner of our life.”

The Office of Readings for the feast treats us
to a reflection of Quodvultdeus, a fifth-
century bishop of Carthage in North Africa
and a spiritual son of the great St.
Augustine. The author addresses a question
to the absent Herod: Why are you afraid,
Herod, when you hear of the birth of a king?
He does not come to drive you out, but to
conquer the devil. But because you do not
understand this you are disturbed and in a
rage, and to destroy one child whom you
seek, you show your cruelty in the death of
so many children.

The Church in the United States has seen in
the Holy Innocents the forerunners of the
millions of babies slaughtered through
legalized abortion. And we have witnessed
the fear and rage of those ensnared in the
culture of death. But why such rage? The
vast majority of pro-lifers offer a kindly
protest. The rage is born, no doubt, because
— deep down — everyone knows the truth of
what is happening in the abortion clinics.

The Church in America — especially the
hierarchy — have made numerous mistakes
in the post-Vatican II era. One area in which
the Church shines, however, is in her
unrelenting pro-life witness. Ours was a
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lone voice in the immediate wake of Roe v.
Wade. In fact, the pro-abortionists used our
solitary witness to play the anti-Catholic
card, hoping to make the issue appear as a
sectarian Catholic issue.

Our Catholic school system provided
strength and youthfulness to the pro-life
movement. A few years ago after the March
for Life in Washington, D. C., a journalist in
favor of “abortion rights” noted in

the Washington Post (also strongly pro-
abortion) that he was “expecting to write
about [the March’s] irrelevance.” But
admitted: “I was especially struck by the
large number of young people among the
tens of thousands at the march.” He
highlighted the fact that the vast majority
came from Catholic schools who “were
taught from an early age to oppose
abortion.”

Europeans are stunned by the vitality of the
pro-life movement in America; most of them
have given up on the cause a long time

ago. Abortion is still a lively and hotly
contested dimension of American

politics. Most interesting of all is that young
people, perhaps realizing that they
themselves could have been aborted or
maybe impressed by what science has
discovered about life in the womb, are
among the most pro-life of all.

The innocent unborn, then, have not died in
vain. Quodvultdeus ends his homily thus:
To what merits of their own do the children

Rev. Peter M.J. Stravinskas, Ph.D., S.T.D
The Holy Innocents

owe this kind of victory? They cannot speak,
yet they bear witness to Christ. They cannot
use their limbs to engage in battle, yet
already they bear off the palm of victory.

Centuries later, Cardinal Newman would
rhapsodize on our little saints, preaching on
this feast in 1833 thus:

The longer we live in the world, and
the further removed we are from the
feelings and remembrances of
childhood. . .the more reason we
have to recollect our Lord’s
impressive action and word, when
He called a little child unto Him, and
set him in the midst of His disciples,
and said, “Verily I say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of Heaven.” . .
.And in order to remind us of this our
Saviour’s judgment, the Church, like
a careful teacher, calls us back year
by year upon this day from the bustle
and fever of the world. . . .to sober
our wishes and hopes of this world,
our high ambitious thoughts, or our
anxious fears, jealousies, and cares,
by the picture of the purity, peace,
and contentment which are the
characteristics of little children.

All you Holy Innocents, although speechless

in life, pray now that the witness of our lives
will always match the words of our lips.
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Catholic Schools Hit by Funding Cuts in French City of Lyon

The city of Lyon, France, has announced a
45% reduction in funding for private middle
schools under contract with the government.
Catholic schools are among those affected.
This cut is based on a new method of
calculating the flat rate for day students, the
basis for allocating funding.

The Interdepartmental Union of Catholic
Education Management Organizations
(UNIOGEC) Rhéne—Roannais referred the
matter to the Lyon Administrative Court on
December 12 to challenge this decision. If
left in place, this change will have serious
consequences for the budget of the 37
Catholic schools in the metropolitan area,
with a loss of €2.6 million (about 3 million
US dollars; one euro converts to about $1.18
as of this writing).

This phenomenon is not limited to Lyon.
Pierre-Vincent Guéret, President of the
National Federation of Ogec (FNOGEC),
warns of the opacity of these calculations in
many French cities and the resulting
inequality.

They come in the wake of aggressive
measures by the state to inspect private
schools in the light of abuse cases.
Guillaume Prévost, the Secretary General of
Catholic Education in France,

has reported that the inspections have gone
beyond their mandate. Government
inspectors have "manipulated the
inspections" to "create insecurity for staff,
weaken our schools, and close our small,
mixed-gender rural schools."

This in turn is taking place in the context of
conflicts between the secular government

and Catholic institutions regarding faith,
family values, and freedom of expression.
Some government authorities seem to be
taking advantage of various situation to try
to undermine Catholic education.

Aleteia spoke with Pierre-Vincent Guéret
about the current situation in Lyon.

A drastic cut
Aleteia: What is the situation in Lyon?

Pierre-Vincent Guéret: On October
13, following deliberation by the
standing committee and without any
prior information, the Lyon
metropolitan area decided to change
the method of calculating the day
school fee.

Let me remind you of the context.
Since 1959, the Debré law has
organized the association of private
schools under contract to serve the
mission of public education. As
such, local authorities are required to
finance part of the operating costs of
private middle schools through the
day school fee. The fee is calculated
according to the same criteria as for
public schools. This funding covers
energy, upkeep, maintenance,
technical costs, and non-teaching
staff, among other things.

The Education Code requires that
this flat rate be based on the actual
cost of a public school student, in
order to ensure equal treatment
between students in public and
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private school schools under
contract.

It was therefore the calculation of
this flat rate that was changed
downward by the city of Lyon. In the
month following this vote, our
schools each received a surprise
letter announcing a very significant
reduction in their flat rate, from €600
to €414 per student!

Tuition will have to rise

Who will be affected by this reduction,
and what will be the consequences?

Guéret: The 37 Catholic schools in
the metropolitan area, which have
nearly 20,000 students, will not be
able to cover their essential operating
costs. This drastic budget cut will
jeopardize the maintenance and
safety of our buildings, as well as the
supervisory staff.

No school can absorb a financial
shock of this magnitude unless it
asks each parent for an additional
€140. Furthermore, we have no
access to the method used to
calculate these flat rates, which vary
from €400 to €1,100 per child from
one city to another and from one
region to another. Why? How is this
possible? What are local authorities
basing their calculations on?

In the case of the Lyon metropolitan
area, our requests for meetings have
gone unanswered or received only
laconic responses. This reduction in
the flat rate has not been explained
and will put our establishments in

great financial difficulty, even
though, I would remind you,
freedom of education is
constitutional, as is equality before
taxation. That is why we have taken
legal action to restore the law,
protect families, and demand greater
transparency.

A widespread phenomenon in France

What is the context for the Lyon
metropolitan area's decision?

Guéret: According to a study
published on November 19 by our
federation, FNOGEQ, it has already
been shown that local authorities
underfund private schools under
contract by an average of €450 per
student, representing a shortfall of
nearly €900 million each year.

This study, based on public data
from local authorities and reports
from regional audit chambers,
highlighted a major discrepancy
between the law and the funding
actually paid out. What is happening
with the Lyon metropolitan area
therefore illustrates a national
phenomenon: a deliberate and
growing gap between the legal
framework and the reality of
funding, in order to impose more
funding cuts on private education
and continue to deprive it of
resources. We no longer want to
remain silent or let this happen.

That is why we have decided to
inform all parents concerned. While
we have just taken legal action in
Lyon, we will do the same in other
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cities where the flat rates are too low
or calculated in a non-transparent
manner. We will be making
appointments with the local
authorities concerned, and are also
asking prefects to enforce the Debré

Matthew Green

law, which guarantees freedom of
education. If this is not the case, we
will take legal action on a case-by-
case basis.

Catholic Schools Hit by Funding Cuts in French City of Lyon
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Mothers in NY File Suit Over Teacher’s Use of Explicit Materials in Art Class

Two mothers in Watertown, New York,
have filed suit in a federal trial court,
challenging school officials for allowing the
teacher to expose their children to sexually
inappropriate and explicit materials.

The controversy developed after an art
teacher directed about a hundred seventh-
graders to view graphic, sexually explicit
images, but failed to inform parents about
what she was doing or to allow them to opt
their children out of the assignment.

This column highlights the salient facts
noted in Jessy B. & Stephanie B.
Watertown City School District in some
detail because they are so egregious, then
reflects on how this impacts parental rights
to direct the education and moral upbringing
of their children.

Background and facts

On or about September 15, 2025, a
seventh-grade art teacher named Bridgette
Gates in Watertown, NY, assigned her
seventh-grade students to use their school-
issued Chromebooks to view and sketch two
items on the website of Keith Haring, a
New York City graffiti artist-activist who
died of AIDS in 1990. The teacher did not
explain why she selected Haring’s works,
but warned students that although the
depictions were “inappropriate,” they
should “ignore them and be mature.”

The numerous images “included. but were
not limited to, explicit depictions of sexual
acts, genitalia, genital mutilation, and group
sex.” Because the images were so graphic
and explicit, local media blurred them in
their reports.

Although students reportedly discussed that
the images were inappropriate, Gates failed,
over two weeks, to notify parents what she
was doing, to seek alternative resources
about Haring that did not include explicit
sexual imagery, to block or filter the
content, or to provide alternative
assignments.

Moreover, officials refused to allow parents
to meet with Gates to discuss the situation.

When parents complained, officials claimed
to have been unaware of what Gates was
doing. Officials finally placed Gates on
paid administrative leave on September 23,
2025, pending an investigation. The Haring
Foundation then blocked access to these
images on school Chromebooks.
Responding to parental complaints at a
school board meeting, “[0o]n or about
October 7, 2025, its president demeaned
them as “internet warriors” in efforts to
silence their objections.

Board officials subsequently ignored a
parental letter dated November 21, 2025,
seeking a response by December 1, 2025.
Most notably, the parents asked the board to
adopt a policy prohibiting teachers from
exposing students to sexually explicit
material without their consent, developing
opt-out procedures for those who objected,
and both providing and paying for
counseling for students impacted
psychologically by the images.

The mothers filed suit in the federal trial
court for the Northern District of New York
on December 8, 2025, with the assistance of
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the American Center for Law and Justice, a
public interest firm which protect|s]
religious and constitutional freedoms,
challenging the board’s lack of
responsiveness.

Stephanie B., who “places tight
restrictions on the content her son views so
as to protect her son’s emotional well-
being,” stressed that exposing her son to the
sexually explicit material was
psychologically distressing.

Jesse R., “a practicing Christian whose
sincerely held religious beliefs require that
she, not the State, direct the moral and
spiritual formation of his child,” stated that
the board violated her First

Amendment right to the Free Exercise of
Religion. She specified that officials ignored
her sincerely held beliefs by interfering with
her right to control when and how her son
receives information about human sexuality
based on his maturity level and in
accordance with her faith.

The mothers also charged that the board
interfered with their Fourteenth
Amendment substantive due process
rights to direct the upbringing and education
of their children. They added that officials
violated their Fourteenth Amendment due
process rights by failing to afford them
notice and an opportunity to be heard in
making decisions about the educational and
moral upbringing of their children.

The mothers seek a declaratory judgment
that the board violated their constitutional
rights, an order preventing school employees
from exposing children to such explicit
materials, compensatory and nominal
damages for the harms they experienced,
and attorney fees.

Reflection and analysis

When dealing with sexually explicit
materials, it is worth recalling a quip from
former Supreme Court Justice Potter
Stewart’s concurrence in Jacobellis v. State
of Ohio, a case addressing “...hard core
pornography. I shall not today attempt
further to define the kinds of material I
understand to be embraced within that
shorthand description; and perhaps I could
never succeed in intelligibly doing so. But I
know it when I see it....”

Ruminations about judicial challenges in
describing pornography aside, the materials
assigned by Gates in her class were grossly
age-inappropriate for seventh-graders under
the “know it when I see it” standard.

Additionally, educators ignored a century of
clear Supreme Court guidance on parental
rights by not informing them about what the
teacher was doing when instructing their
children.

Gates, with the apparent support of her
school’s administration, was negligent in not
even attempting to offer a purported
pedagogical rationale for exposing seventh-
graders to such materials. The board’s lack
of concern makes this even more troubling
as the mothers appear to have a “slam dunk”
case that these activists, in the guise of
educators, ignored clear Supreme Court
guidance protecting parental rights, let alone
the emotional well-being of seventh-graders.

Without reviewing all the precedents on this
crucial issue, the Supreme Court first
explicitly acknowledged parental rights to
direct the education of their children a
century ago in 1925’s Pierce v. Society of
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Sisters, a case from Oregon, wherein the
Justices affirmed the right of non-public
schools to operate. In often quoted language,
the Justices unanimously emphasized that
“[t]he _child is not the mere creature of the

state; those who nurture him and direct his
destiny have the right, coupled with the high
duty, to recognize and prepare him for
additional obligations.”

More recently, this June, in Mahmoud v.
Taylor, a case from Maryland, the Supreme
Court upheld the rights of an interfaith
coalition of parents to be able to opt their
children, who were as young as three, out of
explicit sex education instruction involving
“LGBTQ+” characters and themes. The
justices reasoned that the local school board
violated the parents’ First Amendment rights
to the free exercise of religion by forcibly
exposing their children to age-inappropriate
materials inconsistent with their faiths.

The actions and attitudes of school officials
in Waterton are particularly troubling. The
response, or lack thereof, of those
responsible for educating children here is
problematic because officials first
concealed, and then not only ignored but
downplayed, legitimate parental concerns, as
educators seemed intent on exposing
students to hyper-sexualized materials.

Charles J. Russo

Instead of using this incident as a “teachable
moment” in light of clear Supreme Court
precedent from which the educators could
have learned, officials downplayed parental
concerns. In the process, the officials
violated Jessy R’s First Amendment free
exercise rights not to have her son exposed
to values inconsistent with her Christian
beliefs, an indisputable right that the
Supreme Court explicitly reaffirmed earlier
this year in Mahmoud.

Officials also violated both mothers’ well-
established Fourteenth Amendment rights to
be informed about important educational
matters so they could make informed
decisions about what is in the best interest of
their children.

While it is difficult to predict how courts
will rule, precedent and common sense are
on the side of the mothers and their
supporters. Unfortunately, because
educators breached the trust that their
community placed in their

judgments, Watertown highlights the need
for parents to remain vigilant in protecting
their children from “teachers” seeking to
advance their own agendas by exposing
children to inappropriate sexual materials
inconsistent with the beliefs and values of
their parents.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/12/27/mothers-in-ny-file-suit-over-teachers-use-of-

explicit-materials-in-art-class/
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A Church That Goes Out to the Hungry and Brokenhearted

My first ministry job was teaching high
school theology, and in my first year, I was
assigned a semester-long morality class for
an unruly group of sophomores.

It was a good Catholic school, but, like
many today, the students came from homes
with widely varying levels of faith practice.
As I began teaching from the assigned
textbook, it became clear I was speaking a
foreign language. It felt to me as if [ were
simply telling them what their parents and
the pope did not want them to do: issuing
moral directives with no clear connection to
their lived experience. My preaching fell on
deaf ears.

So, I threw out my previously prepared
lesson plans for four weeks.

Instead, in week one, we opened

Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics and
grounded human flourishing (“happiness”)
in eudaimonia, a state of soul born of a life
of virtue. In week two, we confronted the
incoherence of moral relativism and worked
toward a shared understanding of the good
life. In week three, we explored human
freedom and law, showing that law is meant
not to suppress freedom but to help it
flourish.

And in week four, I spent four days
preaching the kerygma. Using a four-part
framework (“Creation, Sin, Salvation,
Response and the Church”), I sought to
reveal the Church’s moral vision not as rules
imposed from outside but as an invitation to
their free choice into the “life to the full”
Christ offers.

I cannot claim that every student became an
intentional disciple, or even remained
Catholic to this day, but the tone of the class
changed dramatically. For those with “ears
to hear,” something significant shifted.

I was grasping for answers, overwhelmed as
a twenty-three-year-old first-time teacher,
but there was a core conviction that I think
was useful. I could not get them to care
unless I could connect the Church’s teaching
to the pressing and relevant questions of
their lives, their felt needs. They needed to
see that I recognized their high school
worries as being worth listening to and then
provide guidance to connect those more
immediate concerns to heart-level

ones: What is the meaning of life? Is there
more than this? Can I know the truth and be
happy? Can I live well and be great? Is it
possible to order society today so that all
can flourish? Can I make a difference in
that?

I have thought much about these lessons as I
consider the place and voice of the Church
in our current cultural climate. My concern
is that the Church may be missing this
moment.

A world starving for answers

A brief look at the news or your social
media timeline will quickly remind you that
we are living through massive social
upheavals that cannot be explained simply
by technology or political division. They are
the downstream effects of a lengthy
secularizing project, centuries in the making,
in which God has been systematically
removed from public life, and a host of
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competing anti-Gospels have rushed in to
fill the void. This tidal wave of
secularization poses a civilization-level
threat, undermining our very capacity to
sustain a society, let alone one ordered
toward human flourishing.

For a time, the secular humanist project
aspired to preserve the cultural goods born
of a Christian worldview while severing
them from their supernatural foundations. A
recent example is Senator Tim Kaine’s
attempt, rightly challenged by Bishop
Robert Barron, to locate the source of our
inalienable rights in government rather than
in the Creator who endowed them. This is
categorically impossible but has been tried,
nevertheless.

As the secular project has advanced, even
those inherited goods: human dignity,
authentic freedom, creativity, truth, beauty,
goodness, and the very notion of the
communion of persons, have eroded at an
alarming rate. The loss is now so widespread
and self-evident that it scarcely needs
defending.

This is, obviously, tragic but also a
remarkable missionary opportunity for the
Church. To wade into the mess, as Jesus did
in the muddy waters of the Jordan to meet
Simon and Andrew. The question I would
pose, however, is: are we, as a Church,
rising to this great challenge of our age? Are
we doing enough to connect the Gospel to
the felt needs of the world as we all navigate
the anxieties of turbulent times? Or have we
accidentally allowed an awkward and
uncomfortable chasm to develop between
“church” and “real life” for many?

Rising to the occasion

I am as engaged in the “Catholic world” as
anyone, and my perspective is this: given the
magnitude of the threat, and the resultant
tidal wave of people now desperate for
answers, I am not convinced the Church
fully grasps the depth of the need or is
prepared to respond in a coherent and
compelling way.

The Church, it seems, is effective today
when particular concerns require us to
denounce or defend. When a contemporary
political issue arises, whether new
legislation, federal overreach, or a global
crisis, we are, in general, moderately
competent at issuing statements, clarifying
doctrine, and responding to the moment in
that way.

However, for fifty years, we have repeatedly
heard the call to be a Church that “goes out.”
That begins, first, with simply being present
to the least and the lost, accompanying
people in a real relationship. But as the
Church also utilizes her teaching office and
engages her civic responsibility to help
renew culture, [ worry we are failing to
address first the pressing needs the world is
asking for help with, not necessarily with
practical solutions, but to let those who are
clearly lost know their cries have not fallen
on deaf ears.

What I would argue is not happening
enough, writ large, is the Church stepping
into her prophetic role to propose as readily
as she responds, to spread the foundational
light of truth in the most personally and
culturally relevant places with the same
consistency and confidence with which she
issues corrections or defenses.

This is not to say the work is completely
absent, as the recent jump in OCIA numbers
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across the country attests. Many are laboring
to offer the culture fundamental answers; 1
think of ecclesial leaders like Bishops
Barron and Varden, and lay thinkers such as
Ryan Anderson and Abigail Favale. But
given the depth of the cultural crisis and the
urgency of the moment, it is not happening
nearly enough, and the vacuum of truth
within which much of the world finds itself
continues to expand.

Into this vacuum has rushed a host of online
“prophets” (true and false alike), captivating
young people, and especially young men,
simply by re-proposing some of these
forgotten truths. With simple, foundational
messages on how they would propose one
live well (“Have discipline! Work hard! Be
great! Don’t give in to the world! Get
married and have kids!”), they are drawing
countless young people in search of identity
and direction to their waters.

Today’s Areopagus

What made Charlie Kirk compelling to so
many, young and old alike? More than just
his conservative politics, it was that he
showed up in the very places where
confusion runs deepest, the modern
universities, and met people with joy,
boldness, confidence, and love, speaking
directly to their felt needs, to relevant issues
and contemporary challenges that concern
them most. He told people that their cries
were not falling on deaf ears. He also spoke
plainly about God, family, and a vision of
life that transcends political squabbles. He
held up the light of truth.

Now, any serious Catholic will note that
some of Kirk’s positions fall short of the
fullness of truth. But his impact came from
something the Church is meant to

embody: he showed up.

He went to the people who were searching,
and he spoke with conviction. It worked,
dramatically, because he actually did it.

His impact should prompt us to ask a hard
question: why are young people looking
elsewhere for the kind of bold truth-telling
that should characterize the Church? If his
presence and courage bore such fruit, what
does it reveal about our own hesitations and
blind spots?

Too often, we instead remain shut up in our
bastions, absorbed in protecting our own
kingdoms and debating internal concerns.
We fixate on every new ecclesial
appointment and the latest skirmish between
factions within the Church, while masses of
people starve, literally (amid rising “deaths
of despair”) just outside our walls.

The Catholic Church and Catholics, given
our rich intellectual tradition and capacity to
hold tensions in creative “both-ands,” should
be at the forefront of answering these
questions. Every teaching we hold rests on
incredibly thoughtful, rationally grounded
foundations.

Yet as we find ourselves in a moment where
many have lost not only a sense of God and
the supernatural, but also many of the
human goods the secular project once tried
to preserve, I sense that many Church
leaders today are so afraid of appearing
“political” in our polarized climate, accused
of being “culture warriors,” that they avoid
speaking on cultural issues altogether. But
when fear of being labeled left or right
silences the Church on matters like politics,
economics, work, family, education, gender,
sexuality, human dignity, or the principles of
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solidarity and subsidiarity, no one benefits.
There is nothing political about telling a
starving world where bread can be found.

The recent electoral success of Zohran
Mamdani is telling, particularly in the
support he drew from young voters: 78% of
New York City voters under thirty backed
him, as did 66% of those ages thirty to forty-
four. In interviews, these young voters
consistently said they chose Mamdani
because he understood their struggles and
offered a future they could believe in.

Now, [ would argue that the future Mamdani
is proposing would be disastrous, but the
examples of both Kirk and Mamdani reveal
how deeply people, especially the young,
long for voices that show up in the midst of
their real struggles, speak into their lived
experience, and acknowledge their
humanity.

This insight is not new. Pope St. John Paul
I, during his 2001 visit to Athens, reflected
on Paul’s preaching at the Areopagus,
noting that the great apostle understood the
same need: to engage the concrete reality of
the people before him.

If God constitutes the inner mystery
of every creature, this particularly
concerns the human person.
Speaking at the Areopagus, the
apostle connects this truth above all
to humankind. ‘In him we live and
move and have our being,” and he
adds, ‘as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we too are his
offspring.” As we can see, Paul knew
not only philosophy but also Greek
poetry. The pedagogical method of
the apostle, his ability to root the
evangelical kerygma in the culture of

the place, should be admired.

The culture has made its questions
unmistakably clear. It should be Catholics
and the Church who, like St. Paul, step into
the public forums, digital and in-person, and
connect that search to the fullness of the
light of truth.

In doing so, we are not simply imposing an
irrelevant, antiquated, repressive intellectual
framework. We are showing the way out.
Everyone is feeling the social disruptions in
our culture today. What they so often do not
see is the light at the end of the tunnel.

The lion’s share of this renewal depends on
Catholic lay professionals (politicians,
economists, medical and mental-health
professionals, educators, artists, and more)
speaking with expert clarity and abundant
charity in public conversations. Their
witness in the public square is irreplaceable.

Beyond that, parishes and schools can host
public teaching series, forums, and panels on
the most pressing issues of our time, open
not only to parishioners but to the wider
community. Church leaders can step into
secular spaces for campus events, civic
panels, and “ask me anything”
conversations. Lay and clergy alike can
engage digital evangelization with
intellectual seriousness, unafraid to address
difficult topics; today, one thoughtful 60-
second reel or a simple livestream Q&A can
reach thousands.

Parishes can also invest intentionally in
forming families, husbands, wives, and
children, not only spiritually and
intellectually but in the human formation
needed to live their vocation well in the
world. And lay Catholics can take up civic
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responsibility on school boards, library
boards, and city councils, bringing the light
of truth to the places where culture is shaped
more than many of us realize.

Hope does not disappoint

In this work, the example of the apostles
should both instruct us and fill us with hope.
We have done this before. The early Church
walked boldly into a dying culture and
proclaimed the light of truth. It was the
suffering witness of that Church, persecuted
and bloodied throughout, that allowed the
Gospel to sweep the ancient world, setting
thousands of hearts “burning within them”
as they encountered what is real and true. In
this new apostolic age, we have no reason to
expect this time around to be any different.

Tim Glemkowski

I knew when I saw 120 sophomores in front
of me almost fifteen years ago that a
conversation on the Church’s teaching was
not yet even possible. So much of the long
work of pre-evangelization, re-establishing a
common language for moral conversations,
was needed before we could even talk
coherently about what the Church proposed
as the path to life to the full. Today, this
problem is even more acute.

Yet, we also now find ourselves in a
moment marked by renewed hunger, an
unexpected openness to the deepest
questions of life and to religion as a place
where answers might be found. This is a
moment the Church cannot afford to miss. I
still believe in a Church that can, and must,
go out again, bearing the light of truth and
healing the brokenhearted.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/12/27/a-church-that-goes-out-the-light-of-truth/
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Multiple Kansas Catholic Schools Targeted by Apparent Bomb Hoax

Multiple Catholic schools in Kansas were
targeted by what were apparently hoax
bomb threats this week, according to
authorities.

Law enforcement agencies in the Kansas
City area reported investigating threats at
numerous Catholic schools on Dec. 19. The
Archdiocese of Kansas City in

Kansas confirmed in a press statement that
“several” Catholic schools in the
archdiocese had “received bomb threats” on
both Dec. 18 and Dec. 19.

“At this time, students and staff are safe,”
Archdiocesan Superintendent Vince
Cascone said in the statement. “Law
enforcement continues to investigate, and
we are following their guidance closely.”

The archdiocese did not post a list of the
schools affected by the bomb threats,
though local media reported at least 13
schools targeted, 12 of which were Catholic.

Daniel Payne

The Olathe, Kansas Police

Department posted on Facebook that it had
investigated a threat at the city’s Prince of
Peace Catholic School. “The threat was
unfounded, and it was determined that other
cities in the metro were receiving similar
hoax calls,” the police department said,
adding that it was investigating the origin of
the call.

Roeland Park Mayor Michael

Poppa similarly wrote on Facebook that
the threats were “unfounded.” The mayor
described the hoaxes as “cowardly and
deplorable attempts to spread fear and
disrupt our community.”

Poppa praised authorities as well as staff at
St. Agnes Catholic School “for jumping into
action immediately to prioritize student
safety.”

Multiple local outlets, meanwhile, reported
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation is
participating in the investigation.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/12/20/more-than-a-dozen-kansas-catholic-schools-tar

geted-by-apparent-bomb-hoax/
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Court Sides with Catholic Charities Over So-Called “Conversion Therapy”

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit blocked a Michigan law that forbade counselors
to discuss possible root causes of gender dysphoria.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit sided with Catholic therapists who
counsel young people with gender dysphoria
on Wednesday, December 17, blocking a
Michigan law that banned so-called
"conversion therapy."

“Thisis a

victory for children nationwide,” said Luke
Goodrich, senior counsel at Becket and lead
attorney for the counselors, in a statement
provided to Aleteia. “Michigan’s law was
pushing children toward irreversible medical
procedures that cause lasting harms."

"Conversion theory" can mean a variety of
things, depending on who uses the term.

Under Michigan's law, therapists and
counselors who treated minor patients with
gender dysphoria were not permitted to
counsel the minors regarding factors that
could make them feel at odds with their
biological sex.

"This ruling ensures that children who want
it can receive compassionate, evidence-
based counseling that alleviates their
distress and helps them embrace their
bodies without resorting to irreversible, life-
altering medical interventions," said
Goodrich.

Judge Raymond Kethledge, who authored
the 2-1 majority opinion in the

case Cathholic Charities v. Whitmer, called
the law discriminatory as it only banned

counseling from a certain viewpoint. Under
the law, counselors and therapists could not
assist a child to "align" with their biological
sex, but it "expressly permit" assisting a
child with changing their gender identity.

This, said Kethledge, is a "near-certain
violation of the plaintiffs' First Amendment
rights." Additionally, the therapists and
counselors provided "studies and evidence
that suggest their therapy can prevent
serious harms to clients who seek it."

Wednesday's decision marks the first time a
federal appeals court has blocked a state law
banning so-called "conversion therapy" for
gender-confused minors. In October, the
Supreme Court heard arguments in the

case Chiles v. Salazar, which concerned a
similar law in Colorado.

The state of Michigan has two weeks to ask
for a rehearing, or could appeal to the
Supreme Court in the next 90 days.

Gender transition for minors in the news

Wednesday's decision came the same day
the U.S. House of Representatives voted to
ban gender transition treatments for minors.

In recent years, the movement to ban these
treatments has grown, both in the United
States and abroad. In June, the Supreme
Court ruled that Tennessee's law banning
child gender transition did not violate the
Constitution, and in Europe, several
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countries have moved to outright ban the support it.
practice, citing a lack of scientific study to

Christine Rousselle
https://aleteia.org/2025/12/19/court-sides-with-catholic-charities-over-so-called-conversion-

therapy-ban/
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Pope Leo Shows Up at Primary School Christmas Concert

It's not every day that your primary school
Christmas concert -- a joy for parents all
over the world at this time of year -- has a
guest like the one the kids of the Pontifical
Paul VI School had this evening. Pope Leo
arrived to the packed school gymnasium and
took a place front and center.

The Pope explained with a smile that an
invitation to attend had arrived
“mysteriously” and that he was happy to
have accepted it. His visible joy at watching
the children sing was proof he was being
sincere.

On his regular Tuesday day of rest at Castel
Gandolfo, the Pope was able to drop in at
the school, located just under 1/2 mile from
Villa Barberini, where he stays.

The school was founded and inaugurated by
Pope Paul VI in 1968, and today it has about
300 pupils.

“It was beautiful to listen to Christmas songs
in Italian, Latin, English and Spanish,” the
Pope said, noting that this helps to
understand that Christmas awakens joy and
peace in everyone's heart.

“Music is a universal language,” declared
Leo XIV, congratulating the children on
their “magnificent” performance.

The children, dressed in jeans and white t-
shirts, sang Adeste fideles, Joy to the
World, Noél Noél, and Astro del Ciel.

The concert was live-streamed on Facebook,
and a number of joyous family members
commented as the kids sang.

The children offered the Pope a tennis racket
as a gift, and he posed for a picture with
them.

Vatican News further reported:

Reflecting on one of the songs
performed, with lyrics referring to
“angels who bring love,” the Pope
noted that the children themselves
had brought love through their
music. He recalled the words of St.
Augustine, who said that “the one
who loves sings,” because love
enables the heart to grasp what truly
matters.

“God wished to communicate to all
of us the gift of love: this is what
Christmas is,” Pope Leo said,
emphasizing that God draws close to
humanity, especially to the smallest
and most vulnerable.

He expressed the hope that this
spirit, celebrated at Christmas, might
be lived out not only in these days
but throughout the year. Quoting the
refrain of another song, the Pope
added, “For us this is a great
invitation: to do more to proclaim
peace, love and unity in the world.”

At the conclusion, Pope Leo offered
his blessing to the children and their
families, encouraging them to pray
together and to open their hearts to
recognize God’s presence, especially
in the smallest ones.
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Kathleen N. Hattrup
Pope Leo Shows Up at Primary School Christmas Concert
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Heisman Winner Fernando Mendoza Speaks on God, Catholic Faith

Fernando Mendoza was recently awarded
the Heisman Trophy, which is given

annually to the top player in college football.

The Indiana University quarterback has had
an amazing year, leading his team to an
undefeated regular season and conference
championships.

But after he was announced as the first-ever
Heisman Trophy winner from Indiana
University, he wasted no time in using the
moment to share his faith and express his
gratitude to God.

"I'm at a loss of words. Wow. I
mean, thank you. Thank you to
everybody. First, I want to thank
God for giving me the opportunity to
chase a dream that once felt a world
away. Standing here tonight, holding
this bad boy, representing Indiana
University. It still doesn't feel real,"
he said.

Mendoza then went on to credit the role his
family, teammates, and coaches had to bring
him to where he is today.

Later, in a press conference after the
ceremony, Mendoza said that his Catholic
faith "is a huge component" to his life and is
"maybe the sole reason why I got here."

"All the bumps and bruises and the
path that God has laid out for me, |
wouldn’t want it any other way,"
said Mendoza.

Christine Rousselle

Mendoza's high school career was derailed
by the coronavirus pandemic and he only
had one scholarship offer to play college
football.

Despite these challenges, Mendoza seized
the opportunities that he was given.

“Building that faith throughout college and
now to be able to share my faith with these
amazing teammates and just the community
of faith, realizing having God on my side,
always praising Jesus Christ, it’s incredible,"
said Mendoza.

"I can’t thank the man above enough.”

IU Newman Center celebrated Fernando
Mendoza

Fr. Patrick Hyde, O.P., a Dominican friar
and the pastor of the St. Paul Catholic
Community, shared a sweet video of the
Newman Center's reaction to the Heisman
award ceremony. The St. Paul Catholic
Community serves as the Newman Center
and Catholic parish for Indiana University.

"When the guy you see every Sunday at
Mass at your Newman Center wins the
Heisman Trophy," wrote Fr. Hyde.

"Congratulations, Fernando!" wrote the
priest.

Indiana University will play in the college
football playoff quarterfinals on January 1,
against the winner of Okaloma vs. Alabama.

Heisman Winner Fernando Mendoza Speaks on God, Catholic Faith
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Christian Religious Education in Northern Ireland Ruled Unlawful; Bishops
Respond

A U.K. Supreme Court ruling has found
that Christian religious education taught in
schools in Northern Ireland is unlawful.

In its judgment, the court found that the
current approach lacks an “objective,
critical, and pluralistic” framework and
leans more toward indoctrination than
fostering a diverse understanding of beliefs.

Responding to the ruling, which does not
apply to Catholic schools, Bishop Alan
McGuckian, SJ, of the Down and Connor
Diocese firmly challenged the idea that
Christianity should be given no priority in
all schools, stating that anyone seeking to do
so is “cutting off their nose to spite their
face.”

The landmark ruling follows a case brought
by an unnamed father and his daughter who
attended a non-Catholic state-controlled
primary school in Belfast. The girl received
nondenominational Christian religious
education and took part in Christian
worship.

The Supreme Court ruling upheld the earlier
2022 high court judgment that “the teaching
of religious education under the core
syllabus and the arrangements for collective
worship in the primary school attended by
the child breached her and her father’s rights
under European human rights legislation.”

One of the issues referenced in the ruling
was the child saying grace before meals at
home. This, she told her nonreligious
parents, was what they did at school.

The ruling raises critical questions about
how religious teachings are delivered in
schools and the implications for students’
broader educational experiences.

In the Northern Ireland system, Catholic
schools are governed differently from state
schools. The Supreme Court judgment
clearly states that denominational religious
education and collective worship are not
prohibited in Catholic-maintained schools.

McGuckian pointed out that the legislative
significance of the ruling will in due course
have implications for the development of the
religious education core syllabus and wider
engagement with religious practice and
ethos within all of Northern Ireland’s
schools.

While noting the Catholic exemption,
McGuckian said: “Many people have asked
me, while it is explicitly noted in the
judgment that this ruling applies to a
controlled grant-aided primary school and
does not apply to Catholic schools, what
difference is this Supreme Court ruling
going to make to the provision of religious
education across NI schools more widely? Is
religion being driven out of schools? More
specifically, some are asking, ‘Is
Christianity being driven out of schools?’”

McGuckian noted: “I want to challenge the
principle that people of a secular mindset
assert, namely that Christianity should be
given no priority in all schools. That
principle is simply ungrounded,
unreasonable, and illogical.”
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“Christianity and the Judeo-Christian
worldview provides the value-based
foundation for all that is good in Western
society and is deeply embedded within
human rights legislation. The idea of the
rights of the individual to be free from
coercion, all the freedoms contained in the
various charters of human rights, are based
on and stem from the biblical teaching that
every single person is created in the image
and likeness of God.”

He continued: “Enlightenment thinkers of a
more secular viewpoint have built on that
‘fundamentum,’ and, in many ways, they
have served us well, but they grounded and
built their insights on underlying Christian
values that protect the dignity of every
human person.”

“Those who seek to have Christianity
sidelined in our shared society are cutting
off their noses to spite their face,” he said.

McGuckian added that world religions
should also be respected, and they also have
a contribution to make in an increasingly

diverse multicultural and multi-faith society.

He continued: “However, it should be
recognized that Christianity, centrally and
uniquely, has provided the framework of
values that underpin Western society.”

Patrick J. Passmore

“In schools across the Western world,
Christianity should, indeed, be given priority
in our educational systems and everybody,
including those of other faiths and none,
should recognize and welcome this because
of its foundational importance.”

While the ruling does not apply to worship
and prayer in Catholic schools, it will impact
and influence the religious education
curriculum taught in schools, which is
determined by school education authorities.
The current curriculum has been in place
since 2007, and its content was determined
by the four main churches in Northern
Ireland, which include Catholicism.

Speaking to the BBC, the Catholic bishop of
Derry, Donal McKeown, said he is positive
about the need for a new religious education
core curriculum and is quite open to where
this goes.

“I’m looking forward to the next stage of the
journey, I don’t see it as a negative thing,”
he said. “There are many points to be
clarified — this is an opportunity for all of
us to be involved in renewing the [religious
education] curriculum to enable us to create
a healthy, forward-looking society.”

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/268481/christian-religious-education-in-northern-

ireland-ruled-unlawful-bishops-respond
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Give Your Kids a Christmas Present: Reading!

The New York Times ran a December 12
feature whose thesis is depressingly simple:
American elementary and secondary
students no longer read full-length books.
The title says it all: “Kids Rarely Read
Whole Books Anymore. Even in English
Class.” “Rarely” now means perhaps one or
two books a year—four at most. And even
those few tend to come from a narrowing,
predictable list: 7o Kill a

Mockingbird, Fahrenheit 451, Romeo and
Juliet, Macbeth. Even Shakespeare often
gets reduced to the balcony scene.

There are plenty of causes for this collapse.
The Times wants to blame standardized
testing: schools “teach to the test,” not to the
soul, so curricula flatten and homogenize.
That’s certainly part of it. Another culprit is
the ever-growing presence of technology in
the classroom. I’ve witnessed it personally:
across my three children’s schooling, I’ve
watched the textbook all but disappear. “I¢t’s
online! ”—which too often means it’s
nowhere. Social media trains young people
to compress thoughts into 140-280
characters, so it is no surprise that they no
longer develop the stamina for deep reading.
Mark Bauerlein wasn’t exaggerating when
he warned we were raising “the dumbest
generation,” their intellectual deformation
tracking almost perfectly with the arrival of
screens in schools.

Notice something else: among the few books
that “survive” on school reading lists, none
is older than the 20th century. Young
Americans are being systematically
amputated from their own cultural heritage.
Don’t assign Moby-Dick—too long. Don’t
hand them The Scarlet Letter—they’ll need

a dictionary ten times before finishing the
first paragraph. I ran Hawthorne’s famous
opening through a readability engine: I was
told it was “too difficult,” overly long, too
much passive voice, sentences over twenty
words (the horror!), and a terrifying 150-
word paragraph. It scored 46.5 on the Flesch
scale, deemed suitable for a college
graduate. Even Washington Irving’s The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow—once considered
children’s reading—now scores at modern
“college level.”

So what can parents do?
Get your kids to read—from early on.

Put some books under the Christmas tree.
There are plenty of solid Catholic choices—
from saints’ biographies to the enduring
charm of Narnia. But don’t imagine that
simply handing a child a book finishes your
job. Read to them. Then read with them. I
started mine on Classics Illustrated so
they’d at least know the plots and themes.
Abridged Robinson Crusoe worked; the full,
undiluted text likely would have sunk them
at the outset.

My mistake was not transitioning them
sooner to the real texts. But, to be fair, there
wasn’t much help from the schools. My
older two attended American schools
overseas and at least encountered
mythology; their U.S. exposure amounted to
making posters and acting out skits.

Christmas gives parents a rare gift: a week
or two at home with a captive audience. Use
it. Read Dickens’ 4 Christmas Carol—the
original. Its opening scores around 69 on
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readability scales: perfect for early teens
through high school. Spread it across twelve
nights. If you finish early, Dickens wrote
four other Christmas “ghost stories” and
several shorter Yuletide pieces. Add
Clement Moore’s “A Visit from St.
Nicholas” (“’Twas the night before
Christmas...”") for good measure.

Then keep going. Choose other books to
read and discuss together. Introduce real
poetry—poetry with meter, discipline, and
meaning. John Greenleaf Whittier’s Snow-
Bound makes a wonderful snow-day
meditation on what life was like before
plows and convenience stores, though young
readers will need help with the vocabulary.

And don’t overlook the Bible.

Beyond the countless biblical allusions
embedded in Western culture, Scripture’s
language is steady, elevated, and dignified—
decidedly not in the “see Dick run” register
of many contemporary liturgical texts. Get
your kids accustomed to the Bible, Old and
New Testaments alike, so they don’t arrive
at a Catholic college asking—as a young

John M. Grondelski
Give Your Kids a Christmas Present: Reading!

woman once asked me—“What’s a chapter
and verse?”

A joke illustrates the point: Why do kids
from Catholic environments often have
stronger vocabularies? Consider two
cheerleaders shouting out their school’s
name.

“Give me a C! Give me an E! Give me an
N!... What’s it spell?”” Central!

Now try doing that with Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Christians—like Jews—are people of the
Book. Our faith, our culture, even our
liturgy presuppose literacy. Let’s not
squander that heritage while an
impoverished pedagogy congratulates itself
for requiring students to read two modern
books a year.

This Christmas, give your children a better

gift: a love of reading—and the world that
opens before them.
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LI Catholic School Belts Holy Hits — And Expects 3 Or 4 Kids to Do This
During Their Christmas Show: ‘It Happens Every Year’

It’s not for the faint of heart.

A massive Catholic high school music
group, believed to be the biggest in the US,
is so grandiose that each year they expect
some members to pass out during their
Christmas performance.

“We always plan for three or four kids to
pass out at the concert,” Franciscan Brother
Joshua DiMauro, the longtime choral
director of St. Anthony’s ensemble,
admitted to The Post. “It happens every
year.”

“We have an army of fathers ready in the
back, but we also have an army of teachers
and nurses who are in the front and
waiting,” he added of the South Huntington
academy’s prestigious program.

What’s truly dizzying, though, is the group’s
size, boasting 600 members.

“I’m in a number of professional
organizations where I’ve come across the
scope of choruses and other schools,” said
DiMauro, who’s spent 45 years at the holy
helm.

“And I’ve not found any that match our
numbers,” added the director, who hands out
detentions for uniform infractions and
tomfoolery like prayer cards.

The chorus has performed in the Vatican for
Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and
Pope Francis — and plans to return in 2027
to serenade Pope Leo.

When he needs to rally the masses before a
show, DiMauro, endearingly called “Bro Jo”
by students, often touts that the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir pales in scale with just
360 members.

On a wing and a prayer

Coordinating a Christmas concert of Latin
chants, plus other classics and some fun
tunes for hundreds of students — there are
150 per vocal part — requires divine
intervention.

The annual December show needs about 30
faculty members to assist with rehearsals
and intermission prop changes that happen
faster than a NASCAR pit stop — along
with the dozen or so backstage parent-
catchers.

Warming up is also its own scene to behold,
as students — they take up an entire
bleacher block in the Friars’ gym — are
ordered to make animal noises like jungle
beasts and “kill the mailman” dogs to get
everyone amped up.

It’s an overwhelming environment for ninth
graders, who in September have a baptism-
by-fire in front of DiMauro and his choral
consigliere, Christopher “Senor” Farrell, one
of the school’s Spanish teachers.

The dynamic duo hand-pick the best,
hardest-working and most well-behaved
students in each grade and appoint them as
“officers” to manage the rank and file.

“My sister was in chorus in the last row ...
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she told me when I was in ninth grade to
sing loud if you want them to like you,” said
senior alto Emma Burke, who holds the
highest rank of section leader for her vocal
part.

“It was so overwhelming, but you became
one. Now leading that is so special.”

The experience may leave newcomers weak
in the knees, but others like Burke find a
deeper appreciation for DiMauro — learning
to push themselves toward excellence.

“Brother Joshua scared me back then,”
senior bass section leader Sean Brady
recalled of ninth grade.

“I love him now.”

And, there’s very little at St. Anthony’s
that causes a bond among peers like singing
in the storied chorus, students say.

“These friends that we’ve made, it’s very
special,” shared tenor senior section leader

Ruadhan Campion.

“Even though it’s such a tight ship, we find
fun in that.”

Vivaldi’s “Gloria in excelsis deo” and the
seventh-century Latin hymn “Conditor Alme

Alex Mitchell

Siderum,” which the four senior section
leaders chant a capella while the 600
members enter and take their places,
shockingly resonates with the Gen Alpha
teens as well.

“I find myself singing these in the shower
now,” said senior soprano section leader
Leah Sudentas.

Students scour the web to learn more about
the great composers of centuries past,
DiMauro said, and urged him to work them
into setlists.

“They’re conversant in Mozart and Handel
and Bach,” he said. “That’s pretty exciting.”

Following a successful 2025 show, Friar
upperclassmen will be seen caroling around
the Big Apple Thursday.

The group will be belting out tunes along the
Brooklyn Bridge, at the top of the World
Trade Center, at the steps of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, in Bryant Park, and at the
Rockefeller Center Christmas tree.

“We do a lot of singing around the city on
that day,” DiMauro joked. “It’s one of our
most exciting days.”

https://nypost.com/2025/12/15/us-news/li-catholic-school-belts-holy-hits-and-expects-3-or-4-

kids-to-do-this-during-their-christmas-show/

55



https://nypost.com/2025/03/28/sports/lacrosse-rivalry-between-long-islands-chaminade-and-st-anthonys-goes-back-decades/
https://nypost.com/2025/12/15/us-news/li-catholic-school-belts-holy-hits-and-expects-3-or-4-kids-to-do-this-during-their-christmas-show/
https://nypost.com/2025/12/15/us-news/li-catholic-school-belts-holy-hits-and-expects-3-or-4-kids-to-do-this-during-their-christmas-show/

Watch: Philip Rivers’ Catholic School Players React to His Touchdown Pass

Philip Rivers had a crazy week.

First, on Monday, December 8, the "retired"
Catholic father of 10 and grandfather of one
flew in from Alabama to Indiana for a
workout with the Indianapolis Colts. (That
day was his 44th birthday, to boot.)

On Tuesday, he was signed to the
Indianapolis Colts' practice squad after a
myriad of injuries to their other quarterbacks
left the team scrambling. Then, on Saturday,
the Colts announced that Rivers would be
the starting quarterback for Sunday's game
against the Seattle Seahawks.

While the Colts would go on to lose that
game 18 to 16, Rivers threw a touchdown
and played remarkably well for someone
who has been out of the NFL for nearly five
years. In fact, he became just the second
grandfather ever to throw a touchdown pass
in the NFL. (Brett Favre was the first.)

But perhaps nobody was more excited to
watch Rivers' return to the NFL than the
football team at St. Michael Catholic High
School from Fairhope, Alabama. Rivers has
coached the team since 2021, and they had a
watch party. During his tenure at St.
Michael Catholic High School, Rivers has

Christine Rousselle

led the team to the state playoffs
and nurtured their spiritual lives.

Noah Moss, one of Rivers' players at St.
Michael, recorded their reactions when
Rivers threw his first touchdown pass in
1,800 days. It's safe to say they were just a
little excited for their coach.

Sons, players, inspired Philip Rivers to
return to NFL

After the game, an emotional Rivers spoke
to the media and explained why he decided
to return to the NFL after five years. Part of
the reason, he said, was to inspire his players
and his sons to do things that scare them.

"Hopefully, I think of my sons and those
ball players that I'm in charge of at the
school, they'll say like, 'Crap, coach wasn't
scared," he said.

“There is doubt, and it’s real,” Rivers said.

“The guaranteed safe bet is to go home or to
not go for it, and the other one is, ‘Shoot,
let’s see what happens.’ I hope in that sense
that can be a positive to some young boys,
or young people.”

Watch: Philip Rivers’ Catholic School Players React to His Touchdown Pass
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The Kids Are Alright

On November 26, 2014, a post was made on
what was then Twitter by the user @dril
(one of the individuals at the forefront of
what was affectionately referred to as “weird
Twitter”): “my big sons have made a mess
of the garage again after being riled up by
the good word of the Lord.”

Truly, is there any simpler way to sum up
the burgeoning influence of Gen Z (the
“Zoomers”) on culture, economics, society,
and religion?

Gen Z—in addition to (admittedly) spending
too much time on that damn phone—is
toppling regimes, questioning heretofore
uncontested socioeconomic norms, and
flocking in droves to the Christian faith. To
some, this may be surprising. But to me,
Zoomer that I am, it comes as no surprise
given a brief consideration of some of the
hallmarks of my generation.

Gen Z is serious about authenticity. We can,
in many cases, spot a fake from a mile away.
This has proven to be true recently in the
political sphere—we’re quick to detect when
someone’s sidestepping an issue, dodging a
question, or trying to bury legitimate
criticism; conversely, this is why we’re
drawn to people who pull no punches, who
consider all perspectives without censorship.
We like people who are real.

This is why people like Nick Fuentes are
especially popular with Gen Z at the
moment. Love him or hate him, you can’t
help but ger him. He talks about economic,
social, political, and religious issues
important to Zoomers—important to
everyone, for that matter—that would

otherwise go unaddressed or get buried by
various figures in the establishment for a
multitude of reasons. Gen Z likes him
because he’s real—in contrast to other
bought-and-paid-for figures in media.

Of course, this desire for the real, taken by
itself, can easily misguide us: this is also
partially why someone like Zohran
Mamdani was able to win the New York
City mayoral election. He was incredibly
good at reaching Gen Z (through social
media campaigns, rhetoric, etc.), being
ostensibly “real,” and talking about issues
that resonate with many of us (affordability
of housing and other various goods being
close to the top of the list). None of this
changes the fact that he is a liberal socialist
with a bunch of extremely bad ideas and
immoral positions.

Nonetheless, Gen Z’s desire for authenticity
and truth remains a salient point, at least to
understand where we come from and where
we are going. It has also provided us with a
surprising degree of commonality among
ourselves.

As an example: It seems hard to believe that
people like Mamdani and Fuentes would
have any common ground, and yet they do.
They have both addressed, to varying
extents, one of the biggest bipartisan issues
of our time: namely, Israel’s involvement in
U.S. politics and their actions in Gaza.

Other pertinent examples of Gen Z finding
common ground on particular issues include
our overwhelming suspicion of corporate
hegemony and monopoly in America and
our (not entirely unrelated) opposition to
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AT’s growing influence and popularity in
every facet of culture.

Through these considerations, another of
Gen Z’s distinctive features becomes
apparent: a desire for unity in truth.
Obviously, not every member of Gen Z
knows or has the truth, but it is at least clear
that the two-party system and classic
political dichotomy is losing its foothold
among Zoomers, despite efforts by elites to
artificially divide us—such as attempting to
make the Israel issue a “Left vs. Right”
thing.

Given these desires for authenticity, truth,
and unity, it begins to be easy to see why
Christianity (and the Catholic Church in
particular) is drawing many converts and/or
reverts from my generation. It is also easy to
see why we are attracted to more traditional
forms of Christianity, with beautiful
liturgies, orthodox catechesis, and ancient
hymns and devotions. Many so-called
“reforms” and “improvements” have run
their course and borne bad fruit. Much of
this is, by definition, forced and artificial,
and Gen Z wants no part of it.

At the same time, as Eric Sammons pointed
out in a recent article, Gen Z increasingly
also wants no part of “Doomer” culture—a
depressing, hopeless perspective—

Braden Hock
The Kids Are Alright

especially given the current, and easily
observable, often dismal state of the world
and the Church. We love beautiful liturgies;
not so much liturgy wars. We’re interested
in current events; we’re far less interested in
end-time predictions.

Lightheartedness is another hallmark of our
generation; it is why humor (particularly
irony) is so extremely important to us.
We’re one of the loneliest generations.
Generally speaking, we want laughter,
community, family, joy, and peace; we do
not want endless debates about the minutiae
of which particular cult is going to destroy
the world first, or which early 1900s missal
is best suited for the celebration of the Latin
Mass (though I must admit I have been
guilty of the latter). We have enough to deal
with as it stands.

Humor, unity, authenticity—all of this is
ultimately only the desire for the True, the
Good, and the Beautiful that dwells in the
depths of every human heart. Gen Z happens
to be feeling it all particularly strongly at
this moment in time, and I am optimistic for
our future. We have indeed been riled up by
the Good Word. We are making a mess of
the metaphorical garage.

Now if only we would spend less time on
that damn phone.
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New Magazine Will Have Kids Watching the Mailbox

Magnificat has been helping the faithful
access and reflect on Scripture readings for
almost 30 years. Now, they’ve released a
brand new bi-monthly magazine for kids 7-
12, designed to spark curiosity and wonder
in this generation.

Perhaps you’ve seen

the Magnificat available at your parish or
even have had a subscription. And if you
notice a family with kids that seem
particularly focused on the Mass, it might
just be because they have

a Magnifikid subscription to follow along
with the Mass and understand the readings
through reflections, comics, and activities.

Magnificat’s long-standing commitment to
the richness of the faith through
subscriptions you can hold in your hand and
read, ponder, and re-read is one good reason
to look forward to the

new Magnifier magazine.

Magnifier is reminiscent of

the Highlights magazines that millennials
received in their mailboxes or read at the
doctor’s office, but this magazine aims to
foster appreciation for the beauty of the
world and God’s presence.

Each magazine will center around a specific
theme (the first 48-page edition centered on
cathedrals) and the content will help kids to
understand and appreciate a particular facet
of our Catholic Church. Upcoming themes
include mountains, bread, the first
Christians, castles, and the Three Wise

Men.

The inaugural issue, which parents can
preview here, brought a look at the history
of cathedrals, how they came about in the
Middle Ages, some stunning photography of
cathedrals around the world, and a pull-out
poster.

How appropriate that a magazine that
provides a space to reflect on the sacred is
launching with an issue on sacred spaces!

The issues are jam-packed with something
for every kid. For the visually inclined,
there’s a comic and a drawing contest. For
curious kids, there’s detailed (but fun!)
information about how a cathedral is built.
For the avid readers, there’s a short story,
book reviews, and interviews with people
involved in building cathedrals. There’s
history, a craft, and some games.

For parents who want to give their kids the
thrill of finding a magazine in their mailbox
that also helps them grow in faith and
wonder, Magnifier is a great option. And
with the variety of articles and activities, this
publication could be a fit for siblings of
several ages at once. It’d also be a great
resource in a parish or school library or for
Catholic school or religious education kids.

With a gap in high quality magazines for
kids — especially for Catholic kids - the
launch of the English-language Magnifier is
a welcome addition to Magnificat’s
offerings.
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Caitlin Bootsma
New Magazine Will Have Kids Watching the Mailbox
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Breakthrough in Nigeria: 100 Children Freed from St. Mary’s School
Kidnapping

The Federal Government of Nigeria has
secured the release of 100 children who had
been kidnapped from St. Mary’s Private
Catholic Primary and Secondary School in
Papiri, Agwara Local Government Area,
Niger State.

The release was formally confirmed to Aid
to the Church in Need (ACN) by the Bishop
of the Diocese of Kontagora, Bulus Dauwa
Yohanna, who said, “It is true. So far, 100
children have been released. We thank God
for everything.”

The children were among more than 300
pupils and 12 staff abducted during a
violent, pre-dawn attack on the school on
November 21.

Aid to the Church in Need

Previously, 50 pupils managed to escape and
return to their families, according to the
diocese.

ACN now calls for continued prayers for the
safe release of all the remaining children and
staff still in captivity.

Nigeria has seen a rash of kidnappings and
other violence lately. In addition to the St.
Mary’s kidnapping, 25 girls were abducted
from a school in Kebbi and 13 female
farmers were taken in Borno. There was also
a massacre of more than 70 people in
Southern Taraba and the displacement of
thousands there.

https://www.churchinneed.org/breakthrough-in-nigeria-100-children-freed-from-st-marys-

school-kidnapping/
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Archbishop Performs Rite of Reparation at Annunciation Catholic Church
after Shooting

Three months after a deadly shooting in
Minneapolis that left two students dead and
injured 18 others as well as three adults,
Archbishop Bernard Hebda, along with
Auxiliary Bishops Kevin Kenney and
Michael Izen, said a special Mass at
Annunciation Catholic Church on Dec. 6
that included a rite of reparation to restore
the church for worship.

On Aug. 27, Robin Westman — who was
born “Robert” and identified as a woman

— shot through the stained glass windows of
the church during a morning Mass filled
with Annunciation school students in first
through eighth grade, killing Fletcher
Merkel, eight, and Harper Moyski, 10.

Westman, who had posted anti-Christian and

explicit messages on social media before the
attack, then killed himself at the scene.

"Our Blessed Mother lived this faith and
cooperated with God's plan for her life,
despite the difficulties it would occasion,”
Hebda prayed outside the building just
before the Dec. 6 Mass. “We profess that
our souls now will rejoin hers in
proclaiming the greatness of the Lord in this
church, dedicated in her honor, and now
reclaimed for the glory of God."

"My brothers and sisters, the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead proclaims that
evil and death do not have the final word;
God does.”

Hebda, followed by Kenney, Izen, and the
rest of the congregation, entered the church
chanting the Litany of the Saints.

The altar was bare when the Mass began.
Part of the rite of reparation included the
prayers: "restore the sanctity of this church,
dedicated to your glory and the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary."

Other prayers included petitions to “bring
healing to those who were injured” and
"bring healing and comfort to those
suffering the harm done to their children."

Annunciation pastor Father Dennis Zehren,
along with the archbishop, sprinkled holy
water throughout the church, on the altar,
and on those gathered. The media was not
allowed into the church during the Mass.

During his homily Hebda recalled the
anointing of Annunciation Church at its
establishment 40 years earlier, pointing out
that inscribed outside the church are the
words: ““This is the house of God and the
gate of heaven.’”

In notes of his homily provided to the
media, Hebda recalled what occurred at the
church on Aug. 27: “This safe haven, this
place of refuge, this foretaste of the order of
the heavenly kingdom, was disturbed by a
chaos that no one could have imagined. It's
for that chaos that we've come together to
engage in this act of penance and reparation
this day.”

"This community will never forget what
happened that day,” he wrote, “and will
forever remember with great love Harper
and Fletcher, whose beautiful and inspiring
lives were cut short as they and fellow
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students gathered for the Eucharist.”

He continued: "I've never seen such an
outpouring of love and mutual support as |
have witnessed here these last three months.
The sorrow understandably lingers, but
there's a Christ-centered resilience here that
is remarkable — and praise God — it's been
contagious.

"Today we gather penitentially for this rite
of reparation in the hope of restoring the

Amira Abuezeid

order that Christ desires for his Church, his
family. We cannot undo the tragic loss of
Fletcher and Harper, but we can
communicate to the world that we recognize
that the power of God is far in excess of any
evil; that where sin abounds, grace abounds
all the more.”

"We cannot let Satan win, and we, by God's
grace, reclaim this space today for Christ
and his Church,” the prelate said.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/268363/archbishop-performs-rite-of-reparation-at-

annunciation-catholic-church-after-shooting
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Compelling Children’s Bible Tells of God’s Love — The Catholic Way

It may be a faux pas to start a review of one
children’s Bible by talking about another,
but there is a point to it, [ promise you.
When my kids were younger, we read a lot
of Bible stories. Many of them were
delightful, but none stole their heart the
way The Storybook Bible has.

The Storybook Bible built up their faith not
only by telling them about Scripture, but by
telling that the whole Bible was a story of
God’s love for them. They worked through
one copy of that Bible until it was in tatters
and we bought another. It is still the one
audiobook that my two middle girls can

agree on as a story to listen to as they go to
bed.

But as wonderful as those stories are, the
book isn’t Catholic. Where oh where -- |
have thought for years -- is a children’s
Bible that shows the through-line of God’s
plan for salvation history in a compelling
way for children, but that also conveys the
fullness of our faith?

And now it’s here.

The Story of All Stories: A Story Bible for
Young Catholics, by author Emily Stimpson
Chapman and Illustrator Diana Renzina,
truly checks all of this Catholic mom’s
boxes.

4 Reasons I love it

It's beautiful. Like many of the books from
Word on Fire, the quality of this Bible will
make you want to be sure that kids treat it
carefully (And hey, it's a Bible, so that’s a
good thing!) Its high paper quality and

beautiful illustrations make you wonder why
you ever use a Kindle when you can read a
real hardcover book.

It’s comprehensive. No, it doesn’t include all
of the stories of the Bible (your child might
not be able to carry a children’s Bible that
big), but it does include many stories I
sometimes see excluded from children’s
Bibles. From Ruth to the death of John the
Baptist, children are invited into the richness
of the Scriptures, not just the headliners.

It’s Catholic. I’ll never forget the first time [
read the book of Tobit in a real Bible and it
became my favorite Bible story for years.
You’ll find a story on Tobit in this volume
and one on the Ministry of Peter, among
many others. And importantly, it doesn’t shy
away from using Jesus’ actual words during
the Last Supper, the words of the
consecration “This is my Body.”

It includes actual Scripture verses. If you’re
ever torn about giving your kids a children’s
Bible lest they not be exposed to actual
Scripture, The Story of All Stories does both.
It is refreshing to see passages from the
Bible as each story opens so that children
can see the actual inspired text illuminating
what they are about to read.

An investment

While billed as a children’s Bible, I’d say
that it is at the reading level of a book that
could be given to children at their First
Communion and then grow with them. Or, it
would make a lovely read-aloud.

As I mentioned, the quality of the book itself
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is really high, so you may need to mentally
prepare yourself for it getting marred by
small hands. (Chapman already shared that
one of her kids colored on one of their
copies!)

The price is an investment, but [ won’t
hesitate to say it's a worthwhile one. This is
the kind of Bible your kids can read for
years and then keep to read with their own

Caitlin Bootsma

children.

The introduction reminds us, “The Bible
isn’t just another story. It is the story — the
story that makes sense of all other stories. It
is the story about God and us.”

This is a gift to give your children precisely
because in these pages God “reveals who we
are and who we are made to be.”

Compelling Children’s Bible Tells of God’s Love—The Catholic Way
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Minnesota Court Affirms Archdiocese’s Right to Dismiss ‘Transgender’
School Employee

The Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis lawfully dismissed a
“transgender” librarian from a Catholic
school, the Minnesota Court of

Appeals ruled this week, reaffirming broad
constitutional protections for religious
employment decisions.

The dispute began in 2023 after Reyzl Grace
MoChridhe, then a librarian at the Academy
of Holy Angels in Richfield, Minnesota,
publicly announced his plan to “transition”
ahead of the 2022-2023 school year. After
hearing the news, the school declined to
renew his contract and began searching for a
replacement, CatholicVote

previously reported.

MoChridhe filed a discrimination complaint
alleging the archdiocese and school illegally
discriminated on the basis of sex. The
Minnesota Department of Human Rights
allowed the case to proceed under the state’s
Human Rights Act.

A district court later dismissed the claims
against the archdiocese, holding that the
school’s employment decision was protected
by church autonomy, KARE, NBC’s
affiliate in Minneapolis-St. Paul, reported.

In affirming the district court’s ruling, the
appeals court this week concluded that
adjudicating MoChridhe’s allegations would
violate First Amendment protections
because the archdiocese’s employment
decision rested solely on religious grounds.

“Because the allegations in [the] complaint
would interfere with an internal church
decision that affects the Archdiocese’s faith-
based mission to educate young people in
the Catholic faith and would foster excessive
governmental entanglement with religion,
the district court properly dismissed those
claims,” the court wrote.

Gender Justice, which represents
MoChridhe in the suit, said the decision
applies only to the archdiocese. The lawsuit
against the school itself is still pending. The
group said it “strongly disagrees” with the
court’s reasoning and is weighing next steps.

The archdiocese welcomed the ruling,
saying it underscores long-standing
constitutional protections for religious
institutions.

“The United States and Minnesota
Constitutions recognize the right to practice
our religion without government
interference, which necessarily includes how
we educate our youth in the faith,” the
archdiocese said in a statement. “Decades of
precedent from the United States and
Minnesota Supreme Courts, as well as other
cases from around the country, have
recognized the protections that the First
Amendment provides to religious
organizations. Monday’s decision from the
Minnesota Court of Appeals confirms that
constitutional promise.”
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Flise Winland
https://catholicvote.org/minnesota-court-affirms-archdioceses-right-to-dismiss-transgender-

school-employee/?
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Our Favorite Catholic Children’s Books Of 2025

“Tis the season to wrap up gifts and place
them under the tree.

Looking for a beautiful and inspiring gift for
a child?

Don’t miss these exceptional Catholic
children’s books published in the past year.

1) The Story of All Stories: A Story
Bible for Young Catholics

Word On Fire does it again with this
masterpiece for young readers. 7he Story
of All Stories is a storybook Bible that’s
uniquely Catholic, presenting salvation
history in a clear narrative and showing
how Old Testament stories point to
Jesus, Mary, and the sacraments.

Written by expert storyteller Emily
Stimpson Chapman, and with visually
stunning illustrations by Diana Renzina,
this luminous book is the perfect way to
share the Gospel message with
children—whether at church, school, or
home.

2) Sibling Saints: Twelve
Extraordinary Stories from James
and John to Edith and Rosa Stein

Through lively stories, comic strips,
historical background, and prayers, get
to know these brothers and sisters,
models of faith and holiness.

This book is the one I'm getting my
godchildren for Christmas. Read my
review here.

3) How Edith Found Jesus

Even when she didn't realize it, Edith
Stein was looking for Jesus all her

life. This unforgettable book tells the
powerful story of St. Teresa Benedicta
of the Cross, helping children seek the
Lord in their own lives, as St. Edith did.

4) There Is No Saint Named Kelly

This book is a must-have for any
Catholic child who doesn’t share a name
with a saint. It’s a great reminder that all
of us—whether we have saints’ names or
not—are called to become saints.

5) Saints Come in All Shapes and
Sizes

This charming board book introduces the
littlest readers to the saints. These holy
men and women were all very different,
but they all followed Jesus.

With gentle rhymes and bright
illustrations, this sweet story reminds
kids that they can be saints, too.

6) OSYV Kids Discover: The Pope
Who is the pope? What does he do? Find

out everything you ever wanted to know
in OSV Kids Discover: The Pope.

Children can spend hours paging
through this book, filled with fun facts
and eye-catching graphics about the
pope’s life, history, theology, and unique
role.
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7) The Sparrow Who Fell to the
Ground

This heartwarming adventure from
bestselling author Anthony DeStefano
features a tiny sparrow with a broken
wing who is afraid to fly—until one day
everything changes. It’s an unforgettable
story that helps kids understand Jesus’
love and care.

8) Young Saints: Fifteen
Extraordinary Lives from
Blandina to Carlo Acutis

Another gem from Ignatius Press! Filled
with powerful stories, comic strips, and
more, Young Saints helps kids get to
know these 15 models of faith and
holiness.

When this book arrived at my house, my
middle-schooler sat right down and read
it cover to cover. It’s that good.

9) Seek and Find: Mont-Saint-Michel
My kids can’t get enough of this

delightful seek-and-find series. In this_
sixth volume, children can have fun

Theresa Civantos Barber
Qur Favorite Catholic Children’s Books of 2025

looking for Sarah and Simon while
learning about the majestic monastery
church accessible only at low tide.

10) Father Drew, What Do You Do?

Children might wonder what priests do in
their daily lives. In this fun and creative
story, Father Drewn shares what it's like to
be a priest, why he does what he does, and
how we can all share God’s love.

And one bonus mention...

It’s not a book, but we couldn’t finish this
list without mentioning the incredible new
Catholic kid’s magazine: Magnifier!

This fun-filled monthly magazine is
designed to engage a child’s curiosity and
natural sense of wonder. Each new issue is
packed with exciting discoveries—stories,
comics, games, crafts—and includes a
detachable poster.

The first issue will release in January. (I got
a sneak peek, and my kids and I are in awe!)
Give a gift subscription this Christmas and
help kids discover the good and beautiful
things all around them.
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Poetry, Songs, Art: 3 Ways to Make This an Advent of Beauty

Fyodor Dostoevsky's line, "beauty will save
the world," is a favorite line to quote,
especially when considering the rich 2,000-
year history of the Church and art ... from
music to literature to the visual arts.

I love quoting another line, this one from
Benedict XVI, who found that the pure
greatness of music born from the Church
"demonstrates the truth of Christianity."

Many complain that in our day, music, art,
architecture, etc., is nothing like in the glory
days, even if many signs of renaissance can
be found.

But I would rather not focus on the negative!
This Advent, I'm delighted to have
discovered three unique, daily mailings that
I think will make this Jubilee Advent
singular.

By the way, Christmas Eve falls on Monday
this year, so we'll have one of the short
Advents. There's no time to lose!

1) Poetry

Guide Jenny Lark Snarski is taking us on
"Lumine Verbi - by the light of the Word"
calling especially on poetry by Sister M.
Madeleva Wolff, CSC, and other more well
known poets.

Sister Wolff was a Holy Cross Sister from
rural Wisconsin who would be president of
St. Mary's College in Notre Dame for almost
30 years. Tasked by the US bishops, she
started the first graduate program in
theology for religious sisters and lay people
in the 1940s. She also studied with C. S.

Lewis and Thomas Merton sent all his
manuscripts to her first before submitting for
publication.

She will be the most featured poet of the
Advent series, but all of her books are out of
print so this is a great way to get to know
her.

Other poems will be included from poet
greats/famous writers such as Shakespeare,
George Herbert, Gerard Manley Hopkins,
Elizabeth Bronte and Victor Hugo, as well
as Catholic figures such as Saint Gregory
Narek, Saint Gregory Nazianzen, and newly
named Doctor of the Church St. John Henry
Newman.

Happily, this series will continue during
Christmas up to the Baptism of the Lord.

Poems are selected to pair with daily Mass
readings (linked to each post) with a few
pointers to understand the poem, but
primarily to enter to prayer and personal
reflection alongside it.

Sign up here.
2) Art

The ChristianArt.org web site and newsletter
is actually not specific to Advent, but we
can jump in as this season starts, in a very
Catholic New Year resolution way!

Christian Art offers the daily Gospel
Reading paired with a related work of art
and a short reflection.

This is brought to you by Fr. Patrick van der
Vorst, a Roman Catholic priest for the
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Diocese of Westminster, London, who is a
native of Belgium.

Before coming to the priesthood, he had a
career in the world of art, and is a specialist
in 18th-century French furniture. He was a
Director of Sotheby’s Europe.

The daily reflections, interweaving the
Gospel and a selected piece of art, draw
from his quarter-century of experience in the
art world, with his knowledge of the Gospel
and his own personal spiritual journey.

Sign up here.

3) Music and carols
Lastly, "Waiting and Wassailing" is brought
to us by the Jesuit Media Lab, with a
community of writers reflecting on songs
and stories, "a chance to wassail — to sing

Christmas carols — and wait."

In the introduction, Eric Clayton reflects on

Kathleen N. Hattrup

the tiny moments of waiting that life gives
us as an opportunity to stoke our "inner
flames of joy."

" ... the thing about joy," he said, "is this: It
can be fueled by the tiniest, seemingly most
insignificant sources. A smile. A memory. A
song. A simple human interaction. ... A song
is a simple way to lift our gaze with joy."

Thus, the community of writers is bringing
back for a second year the Waiting and
Wassailing Advent initiative. Each day's
email includes a reflection and a link to a
song.

Sign up here.

I've signed up for all three, and while I
might not be able to get through the three of
them each day, I think these resources will
make for a unique Advent -- which is
appropriate in a Jubilee.

Let's see how it goes!

Poetry, Songs., Art: 3 Ways to Make This an Advent of Beauty
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Pope Leo to Australian Youth: Say “Yes” to God’s Call for You

Pope Leo XIV spoke to the attendees of the
Australian Catholic Youth Festival by a pre-
recorded video message on Monday,
December 1, telling them to turn to God
before all else.

"Being young is a wonderful time in life
because there is so much to learn and
experience. At the same time, there are
many challenges to face as you try to grow
and mature your character within a social
context," said Pope Leo to the festival,
which is held in Melbourne from November
30 through December 2.

This can be a challenge in today's world,
said the Pope, as "societies are constantly
changing, traditional values are frequently
looked down upon, and technology while
containing positive elements can also leave
us more isolated from each other."

But as Christians, before turning to friends
or the wider pop culture, "we should first
turn to God, our Heavenly Father, who, at
the moment of our baptism, made each one
of us his beloved son or daughter."

It is the ultimate purpose of our lives, said
Pope Leo, to become "who God made us to
be, in other words, by living out His will in
our lives."

Rather than seek to imitate the lives of
others, the young people of today should
"listen to what God is calling you to be and
do."

"In particular, I am sure that the Lord is
calling some of you to serve him in the
priesthood or consecrated life. Please have
the courage to say ‘yes!""

The only way a person can hear God's voice
is to grow closer in a relationship with Him,
said Pope Leo, "especially through prayer
and the sacraments."

"Moreover, as with any other relationship, to
be a better daughter, son, brother, or sister,
we have to live out those relationships with
greater love, commitment, and sacrifice.

Take inspiration from the saints who
profoundly lived out their identity as
children of God and always kept him at the
center of their lives."

And when the Australian Catholic Youth
Festival is over, participants should look to
"build networks and friendships with one
another and work together to build up the
Kingdom of God in your local areas."

"As St. Paul teaches us, the Body of Christ
is united even with many different members,
so there is a place and a need for each of
you, and for the unique contribution only
you can make. At the same time, never be
discouraged when you fall in your
discipleship, for with God’s grace — and
encountering him in the sacrament of
confession — this too can become a moment
for renewal and growth in holiness."

Watch the full video here:
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Christine Rousselle
Pope Leo to Australian Youth: Say “Yes” to God’s Call for You
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A Good Teacher

The Church is mater et magistra—mother
and teacher. And as teacher, she has divided
the liturgical year into seasons, each having
their own emphasis—their own
“curriculum” as it were. In November, the
Church has us remember our end. Starting
with All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, the
month is dedicated to remembering the
faithful departed. Being a good teacher, the
Church keeps the end in mind.

But I don’t know how faithful we’ve been to
this mission. In this respect, I would like to
compare what a good teacher does to what
the Church should be doing, keeping in
mind that by “the Church” [ mean all of us.

A good teacher lets his students know that
there are things to learn, that there is a
purpose to a class. If the teacher doesn’t
teach those things, he is at fault; if the
student doesn’t take the trouble to learn
them, he is at fault. The teacher can also be
at fault if he hasn’t emphasized that purpose
enough, and some teachers don’t want to do
that. They fear it will frighten away students
from taking the class, or they don’t want to
be unpopular. The administration may step
in.

A good teacher lets the students know what
the standards are, what they must
accomplish to reach the next level. I teach,
among other things, Introductory Latin. I tell
the students what they must master before
they can go to Latin II. If I don’t, I am doing
an injustice from the outset. Also, I can’t
just pass them along. That would be an
injustice when they face the Final Exam (a
departmental one, not of my making).

Nor can the teacher shy away from difficult
material. If it’s part of the curriculum, it
must be taught. The teacher may not like to
teach it, but he must or should present all the
material and explain it as best he can
without coloring it with his own ideas of
what’s important and what’s not. But he
must hold the line, for it will come out on
the Final Exam, and he fails his students if
they come to him after the Final and say,
“You never told us about that.”

A good teacher has tests and assessments
before the Final so the students know where
they stand. It would be nice not to have
tests. It would make the teacher’s job much
easier, but it would be unfair. He must call
his students to task. It can be embarrassing
for a student to realize how far below the
mark he is, but better that than thinking he is
passing when he isn’t. The teacher’s purpose
is not to be popular or please the parents. He
must be charitable, he must be kind, but he
must also be just.

A good teacher prepares his students for the
exam. To that end, he should let them know
the types of questions they will be

asked. Study guides are helpful. Some
students don’t like that; it takes away
excuses. They ignore it at their own peril. A
poor teacher misleads students by presenting
his own opinions rather than preparing them
for the exam, especially when the exam is
not of the teacher’s making.

A good teacher lets his students know there
will be a Final. There will be tough
questions to answer. And, yes, failure is an
option. Not everyone can be an honor
student.
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A teacher can only do so much, and I think
it fair to say that some students just don’t
want to learn. It cramps their lifestyle. I
remember one time returning tests to my
students and one student got a 98 and
another a 62. The second said to the first (in
all seriousness), “That’s not fair; you
studied.” Can’t help you there.

So, the question during this month of
November is, how is the Church doing as a
teacher? Are we told there is a purpose to
this class of life? Hint: it’s not money,
power, pleasure, or popularity. Have we
been told the standards, all of them? Do we
know what we must accomplish to get to the
next level? Are we, as teachers or students,
shying away from the tough material
because “it’s just too hard”?

Are we being prepared? By that [ mean both
are our teachers preparing us and are we
preparing ourselves? That, in one way, is
what confession should be. I must say that
some of my “best” confessions have come
from priests who have pushed me; who have
asked tough questions; who have said “no”
when I wanted to hear “yes.” I realize what I
must learn rather than thinking I know it
already.

Regarding that preparation, are we being
told how to examine our consciences and
what questions to ask? Do we want to
know? The teacher fails if he doesn’t tell the
student what he needs to know. The student
fails if he chooses to ignore it. The Final is
not of our making.

It seems shocking that we pretend there isn’t
a Final. “Death and taxes,” as the saying
goes. But that is why we should visit
cemeteries this month, those places St.

Damien of Molokai called “the best book of
meditation.” Look at the markers; do the
math. Start cramming.

And the words of Sacred Scripture, as well
as the testimony of many saints, are pretty
clear that failure is an option. I know people
say, “How could an all-loving God allow
people to go to Hell?” To which the proper
response is, “How could an all-loving God
not allow people to be responsible for their
actions?” We don’t like the word
“judgment,” just as my students don’t like
the word “test.” But fear can be a salutary
thing.

Too many funerals look like graduation
parties. The Church says, “life is changed,
not ended.” But changed into what? There
are different options. Hell is not a popular
subject, but it does exist. The words of Our
Lord and Church teaching are pretty clear on
that. Our teachers fail us, and we fail
ourselves, if the possibility is ignored.

Now, there is a big difference between my
assessment of my students and God’s
assessment of us. I cannot, or should not,
judge the student by his “effort.” I have little
way of knowing that, much less judging it,
and it should not enter into my grade. Some
students are naturally gifted, others are

not. What matters, as far as the grade goes,
as far as my job goes, is whether or not they
know the material they should know at the
level they should know it.

God, on the other hand, does know if an
individual has been properly taught, what
that individual’s capabilities are, and what
his efforts have been in response. He will
judge accordingly. He will also, though,
judge the teachers on their preparation of the
students.
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Robert B. Greving
A Good Teacher

76



https://crisismagazine.com/opinion/a-good-teacher?utm_source=Crisis+Magazine&utm_campaign=0d211d15db%20Crisis_DAILYRSS_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a5a13625fd%200d211d15db%2028069141&mc_cid=0d211d15db

The Books on BBC’s “Top 100” List That No Catholic Should Miss

Are you wondering, “Which of these books
are can’t-miss classics?” Here are our top
British novels from the BBC's list.

You all loved the BBC’s children’s books
list, so let’s take a look at the BBC’s newest
list: British novels for adults.

The BBC asked experts a simple
question: What are the greatest British
novels?

They chose to poll book critics outside the
United Kingdom only, to give an outsider’s
perspective on the best in British

literature. Eighty-two book critics from
Australia to Zimbabwe gave their

answers. You can see the full list here.

Are you wondering, “Which of these books
are can’t-miss classics?” Here are our top
picks from the list for Catholic readers —
plus two extras at the end, because we can’t
fathom how they weren’t included.

Our final list has 30 books, giving you
plenty of reading material. Who knows?
Perhaps this list could inspire you to start a
book club to read some of the greatest
British novels.

The top novels

Middlemarch (George Eliot, 1874)

The Chronicles of Narnia (CS Lewis, 1949-
1954)

The Code of the Woosters (PG Wodehouse,
1938)

Pride and Prejudice (Jane Austen, 1813)
The Lord of the Rings (JRR Tolkien, 1954)
The Wind in the Willows (Kenneth Grahame,

1908)

Sense and Sensibility (Jane Austen, 1811)
Jane Eyre (Charlotte Bronté€, 1847)

Vanity Fair (William Makepeace
Thackeray, 1848)

Frankenstein (Mary Shelley, 1818)

David Copperfield (Charles Dickens, 1850)
Wuthering Heights (Emily Bront€, 1847)
Bleak House (Charles Dickens, 1853)
Great Expectations (Charles Dickens, 1861)
Persuasion (Jane Austen, 1817)

Emma (Jane Austen, 1815)

Remains of the Day (Kazuo Ishiguro, 1989)
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Lewis
Carroll, 1865)

Brighton Rock (Graham Greene, 1938)
Gulliver’s Travels (Jonathan Swift, 1726)
A Room with a View (EM Forster, 1908)
The End of the Affair (Graham Greene,
1951)

Animal Farm (George Orwell, 1945)
Scoop (Evelyn Waugh, 1938)

The Woman in White (Wilkie Collins, 1859)
Nineteen Eighty-Four (George Orwell,
1949)

Robinson Crusoe (Daniel Defoe, 1719)
Barchester Towers (Anthony Trollope,
1857)

Our additions

It’s a travesty that this list doesn’t
include Brideshead Revisited (Evelyn
Waugh, 1945), one of the finest pieces of
writing in British literature and one of the
great Catholic novels.

And we’d also add The Tenant of Wildfell
Hall (Anne Brontg, 1848), which is not only
a gripping story but also an important piece
of history, as it was among the first novels to
grapple with domestic violence, alcoholism,
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and other critical social issues from a good person might have responded to such
woman's perspective — showing how a problems in that place and time.

Theresa Civantos Barber
The Books on BBC’s “Top 100” List That No Catholic Should Miss
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‘Golden Age of Ministry’: College Newman Centers Report ‘Staggering’
Surge in Conversions

American college campuses are cloaked in
the annual splendor of fall colors, and
students are buckling down in a new
semester. Amid the many diversions of
campus life, Catholic chaplains say
unexpectedly large numbers of students at
universities across the country — including
many secular institutions — are expressing
interest in the Catholic faith.

It’s reached the point where many Newman
Centers — named, of course, for the newest
Doctor of the Church and patron saint of
education, St. John Henry Newman — are
almost overwhelmed by the response from
young men and women on campus to their
educational, recreational and sacramental
offerings.

“We’re in a golden age of campus ministry
right now,” Father Ryan Kaup, pastor of St._
Thomas Aquinas Church and Newman
Center at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (UNL), told the Register.

“We so often focus on the negative, but
there’s a lot of hope” on college campuses,
he continued.

Since the first one stateside was founded in
Pennsylvania in 1893, an estimated

2,000 Newman Centers have been
established in the United States.

UNL has long had a strong Newman Center
culture, but recent years have been off the
charts. Roughly 45 converts entered the
Church through the Newman Center the first
year Father Kaup was pastor; this past
spring, 72 converts entered the Church at the

Easter vigil. So far this semester, they
already have 125 students interested in
joining the Church, Father Kaup said.

One of those recent converts is Ashwin
Mannur, a UNL senior studying economics
and finance who joined the Church at the
most recent Easter Vigil. For him, becoming
Catholic has left him more fulfilled and
happier than ever before, and he says he has
witnessed faithful Catholic students on
campus making huge positive changes in the
lives of their peers, especially among his
fellow guys.

“With young men, there are so many ways
the world yells at you. But here [at
Newman], you can go to the quiet chapel
and be in Jesus’ presence, and it’s so
calming,” Mannur told the Register. “I felt
the most peace I’ve ever felt in my life the
first time I sat in adoration.”

Other Newman Centers in college towns
around the nation are seeing similar amounts
of dramatic growth as UNL. Ryan Ayala,
campus minister at Arizona State
University’s Newman Center in Tempe, said
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA) participation jumped from 18
students last year to 70 this year. In addition,
ASU’s Catholic studies program — which
offers students college credits through a
partnership with North Dakota’s University
of Mary — has surged from 30 students in
2022 to 101 in 2025, he said.

At another large state school, Texas A&M
University in College Station, more than 400
students were signed up to attend OCIA
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class at St. Mary’s Catholic Center near
campus at the beginning of this semester.

Desiring Clarity — and Truth

Father Lee Brokaw, chaplain at St. John’s
Catholic Newman Center in Champaign,
Illinois, told the Register that he has
observed firsthand a generation genuinely
searching for meaning and clarity —
students who are curious, hungry, seeking.

This is demonstrated by the “staggering”
number of students coming to the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign's (UTUC)
Newman Center, including non-Catholic
students attending Mass out of curiosity,
Father Brokaw said.

After roughly 45 students joined the Church
last year through the Newman Center at
Illinois’ flagship, Father Brokaw said so far
this year they’ve had more than 130 students
express interest. Not all of those students
will complete the whole OCIA journey, of
course, but it's entirely possible that more
than 100 students will become Catholic this
year in Champaign — the largest group in
that Newman Center’s 100-year history.

“The students are the ones making the
invites. And they’re making the invites
wholeheartedly to their friends,” Father
Brokaw said.

He noted that today’s high-achieving
students — of which there are many on
[llinois’ Big 10 campus — can solve
complex problems and attain worldly
success, “but they can’t open Heaven
without Jesus.” They’re asking the bigger
questions: “Why do I need a Savior? What
did God make me for?”

“They’re desiring clarity on who Jesus is,
why he came, clarity on who they are,” he
continued.

‘We Portray the Church to the People in
Our Lives’

The stories of several students who
converted to Catholicism during their time
belonging to a Newman Center have a lot in
common — many cited the personal witness
of Catholic friends as a primary motivating
factor that drew them to the faith.

Aidan Brynjelsen, a sophomore at UIUC
studying economics and philosophy, grew
up in a nominally Christian household in
suburban Chicago. After arriving on
campus, he realized that he wanted to figure
out his own path when it came to faith. He
had joined a fraternity as a freshman and
was invited to take part in a Bible study at
the frat house led by an upperclassman
named Logan. Through their friendship,
Logan introduced Brynjelsen to the
Newman Center community, and he started
attending Mass.

“God took the wheel from there,”
Brynjelsen said.

At first, it was easy to feel like an outsider
— crossing his arms to receive a blessing at
the altar instead of Communion, Brynjelsen
admitted he felt a little out of place. But the
encouragement and excitement of his
newfound friends at the Newman Center
provided steady support toward his ultimate
decision to embrace Catholicism.

Though he had gathered a lot of knowledge
about the faith through his friendships and
Bible studies, Brynjelsen realized during his
first week in OCIA that he still had a lot to
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learn. He said learning experiences during
OCIA such as an “explanatory Mass” —
where the priest pauses to explain each
element of the liturgy as he is celebrating it
— were invaluable as he grew in his
appreciation and love for Catholicism.

It definitely “feels like a revival” of
faithfulness among college students —
especially his fellow young men — is
underway, Brynjelsen commented.
Regarding the Catholic faith, “there’s this
masculinity to it” he said, “to be able to
pray, and to humble yourself.”

Brynjelsen is now investing in the next
“generation” of potential converts, leading
his fraternity’s Bible study for the freshman
— many of whom have never gone to
church but are now attending frequently.

“Now that I’m on the other side, as a
Catholic, it makes my heart so happy for
them,” he said.

Libby Wilkins, a senior at UNL studying
Agricultural Leadership, grew up in an
active Evangelical Christian household in
small-town Nebraska. Wilkins had a lot of
friends growing up who were Catholic, but
she said she didn’t really realize until getting
to college how many misconceptions she
had about the Catholic faith.

She joined a large Protestant congregation in
Lincoln after arriving at college, but felt
strongly that Jesus was calling her to
something deeper. Her older brother had
converted to Catholicism while at university,
and Wilkins felt she owed it to him to give
Catholicism a fair look. Once she started
encountering peers who were practicing and
living their faith intentionally, especially
fellow women in the sorority she joined,

Catholicism became increasingly attractive.

“These people are living life differently, and
living in abundance. I want that,” Wilkins
came to realize.

She started attending Mass and adoration her
sophomore year and, at the invitation of her
friends, went to SEEK, a major annual
Catholic conference put on by FOCUS. It
was after that experience at SEEK that
Wilkins made the decision to take the
plunge into OCIA, and was received into the
Church just months later.

“My conversion likely would not have
happened without [those friends] being bold
and inviting me,” she said.

Now, as an upperclassman and a joyful
Catholic, Wilkins said she has been able to
bear that same witness to younger members
of her sorority and other peers on campus,
inviting them to the Newman Center and to
the sacraments just as others did for her. She
said she has found that college is a unique
time of searching for many people, and that
setting a positive example for others can
prove to be life-changing.

“When people are willing to live differently,
that really captivates people and makes them
ask questions,” Wilkins said. “As Catholics,
we portray the Church to the people in our
lives...It’s a great responsibility.”

Mannur, a fellow Cornhusker, came into
college interested in learning more about
Christianity, and attended a non-
denominational Christian church in Lincoln
for a couple of years. Having joined a
fraternity, he roomed his junior year with a
Catholic and benefitted from many deep
conversations with him about faith.
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Eventually, Mannur started attending OCIA
classes at the Newman Center — originally
just out of interest and without a firm
commitment to convert.

Now, as a Catholic, Mannur says it was the
witness of his friends that made the faith
attractive and accessible to him. Echoing
Wilkins, “I never would have found
Christianity if [ hadn’t had those guys’
[example] at first,” he said.

Like many of his fellow converts, Mannur is
now involved in helping to bring newcomers
into the community. He said he believes that
interest in the Newman Center and in
Catholicism is growing.For instance, he’s
been leading a Bible study in his fraternity
and estimates that at least eight of its
participants have chosen to return to
Confession, often after several years away.

“Seeing how many people have been
through the doors [at the Newman Center] is
amazing. We had probably 150-200 people
at a Wednesday daily Mass...seeing all
these people flooding in — wow,” he said.

‘Something Unifying and Beautiful That
They Can Trust In’

Father Jake Anderson, chaplain at St.
Lawrence Newman Center at the University
of Minnesota in Minneapolis, said he has
personally observed this year “more of a
spiritual hunger” among the students at the
university than in any of the seven years he
has served at the Newman Center — the
center’s OCIA classes have roughly doubled
in size in the past year, he said.

Other less quantifiable signs of renewal
include a greater number of students coming
to Mass early to pray, the priest said, as well

as large numbers of non-Catholic students
showing up to Mass to “check it out.” While
taking care to clearly articulate to those non-
Catholics what Holy Communion is, Father
Anderson said he tries to take every
opportunity to make it clear that anyone and
everyone is welcome to join for Mass.
Evangelization can be, in some ways,
“easier” on a large secular campus than on a
Catholic campus, Father Anderson observed,
because the rich life that the Catholic
community offers stands in such stark
contrast to the worldly pursuits and
distractions that are offered elsewhere on
campus.

By and large, Catholic and non-Catholic
students alike are looking for truth,
“something that’s permanent,” in a world
that is deeply divided politically and
otherwise, Father Anderson said.

“People want something unifying and
beautiful that they can trust in, epitomized in
the Person of Jesus,” he told the Register.

Father Kaup agreed that this appears to be
“an interesting cultural moment” wherein
young people seem to be newly and
genuinely interested in religion.

“We’ve hit a point where people are really
searching and wanting to plant their feet
somewhere,” he said. “There’s a greater
interest in Christianity in general,” he added,
saying he has heard the same from
Protestant pastors in Lincoln.

Father Kaup urged Catholics in college
towns to find a way to support their local
Newman Center. If nothing else, these
centers are forming the next generation of
parishioners, he noted — young adults who
will carry their faith into careers, families
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and parishes across the country.
Father Anderson shares this sentiment,

urging Church leaders to pay more attention
to Newman Centers as vital spaces for

Jonah McKeown

fostering conversions, vocations and a
lifetime of ownership of one’s Catholic
faith.

“This is where the fish are,” he observed.

https://www.ncregister.com/features/college-newman-centers-conversions-revival
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What Makes Notre Dame Students Go Wild During Home Games? Father
Pete’s Call to Mass

They turn toward the Notre Dame Stadium
video board at the end of the third quarter,
knowing what’s coming and hopeful for it
all the same. Atop the south end zone, a
video rolls, a priest facing his congregation
in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, just
across campus. Only his green vestments
show. A 90-second sermon begins, both an
advertisement for Notre Dame and an
invitation to Mass.

On its own, this call is not a new tradition.
The stadium has been welcoming fans to
become postgame parishioners for years,
long before the video board changed the
medium. But those bygone invitations,
played over the stadium’s public address
system, were met with the enthusiasm of a
flight attendant asking passengers to review
the safety instructions card in the seat pocket
in front of them. They were background
noise.

Reverend Pete McCormick helped change
all that.

Thirty seconds into the video, the camera
shows Father Pete — to call him anything
else is to barely know him — striding into
the Basilica. He’s as identifiable by his buzz
cut and black-rimmed glasses as he is by his
perpetual smile. Sunlight follows him
through the doors.

That’s when the student section loses its
collective mind, cheering as if running back
Jeremiyah Love just went for another 98-
yard touchdown. This is the recent tradition
at Notre Dame, an embrace of the school’s
assistant vice president for campus ministry.

From the confessional to the DJ booth, he
seems to be everywhere all the time, exactly
when he’s needed. The invitation to Mass
doesn’t interrupt the football game that’s
still got a quarter to go; it’s organically
become part of the ceremony.

When he welcomes 77,622 souls in this
football cathedral to offer one another the
sign of peace, the students erupt again.
Some turn to shake hands, as is custom.
Most just scream.

“I’ll be perfectly honest with you, I don’t
know why. I really don’t know,”
McCormick said. “I’m quite convinced that
you could put any number of Holy Cross
(priests) in that same spot and the same
reaction would happen.”

That’s debatable.

When Notre Dame approached McCormick
about being in the first iteration of this
video, he figured it was just part of his job
description. When Notre Dame’s in-house
digital media platform, the Grotto Network,
wanted to professionalize the Mass call three
years ago with a full-fledged shoot inside
the Basilica, it’s not like McCormick could
decline.

After more than two decades at Notre Dame,
McCormick had become a fixture on
campus. The video board just broadcast that
to a new audience.

“A great mentor of mine years ago said,
“The gospel does not change, but the way
you communicate it does.” And I’'m always
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thinking about that,” McCormick said.

“How can we speak to the hearts of today’s
disciples? How do we get in front of
people?”

McCormick arrived at Notre Dame in the
fall of 2002 to begin his master’s of Divinity
program, a basketball guy from Grand
Rapids, Mich., who grew up around
Wolverines. He knew about Notre Dame,
mainly because it played Michigan. And that
was about it.

After two years in South Bend, McCormick
spent a pastoral year at the St. John Vianney
Catholic Parish outside Phoenix. He taught
math. He figured the desert would be a fine
escape from the Midwest after graduation a
year later.

Notre Dame had other plans, assigning
McCormick as assistant rector of Dillon
Hall, one of 17 male dorms on campus, in
the fall of 2006. His only relocations since
have been around campus as the rector of
Keough Hall, the priest in residence of
Stanford Hall and now holding the same role
in Baumer Hall. He’s been there since 2020.

“I’m done moving,” McCormick said.
That’s not entirely true.

Notre Dame’s students respond to
McCormick because he never sits still. His
alter ego of “DJ McSwish” worked the
booth during the Texas A&M game. He’s a
fixture on his bike around campus,
maximizing the number of students he can
meet, shouting them out from across the
quad.

He’s been the team chaplain for the men’s

basketball program for more than a decade.
When he celebrates dorm masses on Sunday
nights, students track his location via
Instagram to attend. When a program needs
a fundraiser, McCormick is among the first
to raise his hand. He took a pie in the face
for science research during USC weekend.
He blessed the pie thrower first.

“You just can’t be the person who hides
behind a video screen. And we saw how
well that worked out in ‘The Wizard of

Oz,” ” McCormick said. “Students on this
campus are the greatest gift that I’ve ever
received in my vocation, period, hard stop.
And so I will spend the rest of my life trying
to repay that great debt.”

In truth, McCormick probably paid it off
long ago.

Michael Canonico walked into the Basilica
in February of his senior year for confession.
This wasn’t a moment of crisis, just a gray
winter day with the semester’s grind
underway. Canonico knew McCormick from
living in Stanford Hall, but not well. He
figured McCormick knew his face and his
name, but probably not his voice. When
Canonico kneeled to confess to McCormick
on the other side of the screen, he wasn’t
sure what to expect.

“Father Pete immediately is like, ‘Yo,
what’s up, man! You ready to do this? Let’s
go!” I get out of confession and I’m ready to
run through a brick wall for this guy,”
Canonico said. “He’s got coaching vibes,
like Marcus Freeman.”

This is the connective tissue between
McCormick and the student body: those
acts, large and small, that become roars on
Saturday. He does about 10 weddings per
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year, sometimes three in a single weekend.
One Notre Dame couple flew McCormick to
Miami to marry them. He’s often the first to
congratulate couples on their first
anniversary a year later. There are plenty of
baptisms to follow.

McCormick also teaches the Moreau course
for first-year students, which serves as an
introduction to Notre Dame, taught by an
administrator, priest or faculty member once
a week. Students who draw McCormick
consider themselves lucky — those who
don’t try to rearrange their schedules to get
in.

Emma Eckstein, a 2024 graduate, met
McCormick around campus while walking
with a friend during her freshman year,
during the COVID-19 pandemic, when
masks made it hard to remember anyone’s
face. However, when McCormick saw
Eckstein around campus, he’d shout hello,
even from a couple of sidewalks over.

Eckstein wanted to be in McCormick’s
Moreau course so badly that she switched
into 8 a.m. organic chemistry midweek so
she could take Moreau with McCormick at
9:20 a.m. on Fridays in Corbett Hall.

The class took a field trip to Rocco’s for
pizza and made matching blue T-shirts with
“9:20 a.m.” on the front and “Best Time
Ever” on the back with McCormick’s name
and the course’s other instructor, Kate
Barrett. McCormick met the students in his
Moreau course one-on-one and then tailored
the semester around them.

It was the same with his homilies at dorm
masses and hanging afterward to watch NFL
games or talk about classes or campus life.
Sometimes he’d bring a basketball into the

chapel.

“He’s not one size fits all,” Eckstein said.
“When he shows up on the video board, not
many things bring people together like that.
You might be upset about the game or the
defense being sloppy, but that’s something
everyone is excited about.”

Nick Sansone, another recent graduate,
didn’t really get it during his freshman year
when the student section erupted for
McCormick. He wasn’t involved in campus
ministry and didn’t live in McCormick’s
dorm.

However, during his sophomore year during
COVID-19, Sansone was quarantined and
missed a home game against Clemson, when
students rushed the field after beating No. 1.
Isolated at the Embassy Suites, Sansone got
a random call from McCormick to check in.
They’d never spoken before. Then the two
spent the next 45 minutes dissecting the
NBA. McCormick is a Boston Celtics fan,
and Sansone backed the Washington
Wizards.

“No one knows anything about Wizards
other than Wizards fans because we suck,
but he was talking about guys coming off
the bench,” Sansone said. “I remember
hanging up the phone thinking, ‘Oh, that’s
why people like him.’ It was awesome.”

John Mahoney, a 2021 grad, was a walk-on
safety on the football team who lived in
Stanford during his sophomore year. Knee
surgery as a freshman had relegated him to
rehab instead of practice. Mahoney would
leave the dorm early most mornings for
treatment, slipping out the door before 6
a.m. McCormick’s light would be on, and
the priest would step out to check on
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Mahoney. It barely mattered what
McCormick said, just that he made sure their
paths crossed.

“When you feel like you’re going at it alone,
feeling like someone is there with small
words of encouragement, it meant a lot,”
Mahoney said. “It is always funny when you
bring people who aren’t from Notre Dame
and don’t understand the video. That’s
Father Pete’s time. It’s a sacred thing.”

Junior Nick Adams has lived in Baumer
Hall all three of his years at Notre Dame,
getting to know McCormick’s quirks along
the way. He attends Sundaes on Mondays,
when McCormick imports gallons of ice
cream and a few dozen residents show up to
connect over dessert.

“It actually used to be Meatball Sub
Mondays,” Adams said. “But Father Pete
didn’t want his apartment smelling like
meatballs every week.

“He’s a guy I feel I could talk to about

anything at any time. He’s that open to

listening to you. He wants to be present
every moment.”

When the Irish made the national
championship game in 2012, students in
Keough Hall chanted, “We’re going to the
“ship!” after Notre Dame beat USC.
McCormick didn’t get the reference, so he
pulled a student aside to ask about it. Once
he understood, McCormick jumped in two-
footed, as loud as any of his residents.

When he once spotted a handle of vodka in
the room of a resident, McCormick matter-
of-factly stated, “I forgive you, God forgives
you, but I’d put that out of sight.”

McCormick insists he’s retired from DJ
duties, but students remember listening to
him spin at Legends bar on campus. Some
remember him from the basketball courts,
never turning down a chance to set a hard
screen.

Hank Assaf, a 2019 Notre Dame graduate,
mostly knew McCormick from Sunday night
Mass in Stanford Hall, which he’d trek to
every week from his dorm room across
campus. The homilies marked the weeks.
Sometimes Assaf would hang around
afterward to chat with McCormick before
heading home.

During Assaf’s junior year, a close friend
from back home in Atlanta died of brain
cancer, about the same time as deaths in his
extended family. Assaf didn’t know how to
process it all, so he showed up at
McCormick’s office in the Coleman-Morse
Center unannounced. McCormick welcomed
him in, but needed to get to basketball
practice in the Joyce Center. He invited
Assaf to walk with him.

“I knew people loved him, but it was crazy
how many people he knew along the way,
knowing every single person by name,”
Assaf said. “This guy barely knows me, but
he rerouted his schedule because I’'m having
a bad day. He’s omnipresent; how does
anyone have that much time?”

For McCormick, this is more than his life’s
work. It’s a calling that’s never let him get
away from Notre Dame, with no plans to
depart now. There are more students to greet
from across the quad, more confessions to
take, more connections to make. And then
McCormick will be there on the video
board, inviting everyone to Mass.

Maybe they’ll take McCormick up on that.
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Perhaps they won’t. He’ll keep showing up else is going through. And by being

either way, and not just on football intentional and saying hello, trying to love

Saturdays. them up a little bit, you just never know the
impact that that’s gonna have.”

“It’s the key to what I do, and so that’s an

everyday commitment,” McCormick said. Actually, you do. It’s clear at the end of

“You never know what kind of day someone every third quarter. Just listen.

Pete Sampson
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6778816/2025/11/07/notre-dame-football-father-pete-mass/
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College Kids Cheer When Priest Invites Them to Mass

The New York Times isn’t usually the place
we go to find feel-good stories about our
Catholic faith. But a recent article was so
incredibly heartwarming that we had to
share it with you.

It’s called What makes Notre Dame students
go wild during home games? Father Pete’s
call to Mass. The article explores the warm
affection between Rev. Peter M.
McCormick, C.S.C., and the student body
— an affection so great that the college kids
cheer wildly when he appears on the
Jumbotron inviting everyone in the stadium
to Mass after the game.

Here’s an excerpt:

The cheers that erupt from the
student section at the end of the third
quarter of each Notre Dame football
game have little to do with the score.
Instead, they're for Father Pete
McCormick as he appears on the
video board to invite the fans in the
stands to Mass at the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart.

“Students on this campus are the
greatest gift that [’ve ever received in
my vocation, period, hard stop. And
so I will spend the rest of my life
trying to repay that great debt.”

I was lucky enough to attend Mass with Fr.
Pete many times during my years as an
undergraduate at Notre Dame, and his
warmth and kindness stand out strongly in
my memory. Small wonder that students
today share a joyful love for this larger-than-
life campus figure.

Katie Prejean McGrady described the
incredible reaction of the student section at a
recent game:

Onto the screen comes Fr. Pete, who
we know and love in our family, and
right as my girls pointed at their
buddy on screen, the senior student
section we were seated next to went
absolutely wild.

Perhaps part of the enthusiasm is not only
for this beloved priest but also the growing
love for the Catholic faith itself. Catholicism
is enjoying a resurgence among Gen Z right
now, and no doubt that includes students at
Notre Dame.

Faith is part of everything we do

Alumni and others at recent games saw the
student reactions as a beautiful reminder of
what Notre Dame is all about — a place
where you can unapologetically and joyfully
live your Catholic faith.

Chris Harrington, an alumnus and current
graduate student, appreciated the reaction at
arecent game:

The students react the way you
would if you saw your best friend on
the big screen. It’s a mix of
excitement, enthusiasm, and
affection. It reminded you what
Notre Dame is.

His wife and alumna Katrina Harrington
spoke of the enduring impact Fr. Pete has
had, and continues to have, on students. She
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said:

Father Pete was the deacon in my
husband’s dorm, and then he helped
form us as we prepared for marriage
fifteen years ago. Watching the video
and hearing students cheer, “Father
Pete!!” in the same familiar way [
was cheering even though I was so
much older showed how Father Pete
continues to be tireless in genuinely
showing everyone the love of Christ.

Erin Lynch added how moving it is to see
the student reactions, a confirmation that

Theresa Civantos Barber

faith is alive and well under the Golden
Dome:

Seeing that video as an alum always
gives me chills and getting to see the
excitement of the students when it
plays is just a surreal experience. It’s
a great reminder of what makes
Notre Dame special: how faith and
community are woven into
everything, even game day.

Amen to that. We have nothing more to add
except Go, Irish!

College Kids Cheer When Priest Invites Them to Mass
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Notre Dame Football Chaplain Father Nate Wills on How to ‘Pray Like a
Champion’

Fans of Notre Dame’s storied football team
are used to seeing a man with a Roman
collar standing along the sidelines with the
players and coaches. For the past eight
seasons, that priest has been Holy Cross
Father Nate Wills, who has chronicled his
experiences as the team’s chaplain in a new
book, Pray Like A Champion Today: Sacred

Stories from the Sidelines of Notre Dame
Football, published by Ave Maria Press.

In the book, Father Nate recounts the faith-
filled moments that bind Notre Dame
football together — including Bible studies,
the century-old tradition of distributing a
medal of a different saint to the players
before every game, and the gameday team
Mass, a ritual revived by current Notre
Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, a
Catholic convert. In addition to sharing
these behind-the-scenes details with readers,
Father Nate imparts practical spiritual
wisdom that everyone can benefit from,
whether they root for the Fighting Irish or
not.

You assumed the role of Notre Dame
football chaplain in 2018, succeeding Holy
Cross Father Mark Thesing. How enjoyable
is it for the two of you to share your mutual
experiences in this role?

He gave me some really great advice saying,
“Eat every time they feed you but don’t eat
everything they feed you,” and little things
like that, which are great. I look at my older
brothers in the Congregation of Holy Cross
as mentors who taught me how to preach
and how to administer to people with love
and compassion in the name of Jesus. Father

Mark still texts me after every game, which
is really cool.

How has Marcus Freeman's work ethic and
faith impacted your ministry?

Coach Freeman’s work sayings and his
inspiration are all over the book. I’'m just
telling the stories of God’s grace working in
people’s lives, and it’s the case with Coach
Freeman and his simple sayings like
“Choose Hard,” “One Life” and “Team
Glory.” He will take individual
responsibility for losses and collective
responsibility for wins, which is the sign of
areally great leader.

What has the feedback been like on your
Instagram

account, (@Wpraylikeachampiontoday, which
documents the 102-year-old Notre Dame
tradition of honoring a different saint by
passing out a medal to the team before every
game?

There’s been some really nice feedback.
People have reached out from all over the
place to talk about the saints and how they
have impacted their life. It has exceeded my
expectations in terms of how much people
have connected with the lives of the saints. |
shouldn’t be surprised, though, because to
tell the story of a saint is to tell a story of
grace; and we all recognize how Christ
moves in our lives, which we also see in
certain saints.

Chapter 2, entitled “Choose Hard,” focuses
a lot on a particular position group on the
team. Can you describe some of their
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Christlike qualities and how they personify
“Choose Hard”?

I have come to learn that our offensive
linemen are some of the smartest, most
interesting, and most interested people on
the team, asking great questions and not
taking simple answers. Notre Dame has a
wonderful track record of wonderful people
being O-linemen who come to our program
because they want to play hard, get a great
education and grow spiritually. That’s all
Notre Dame football players, but in
particular, I am inspired by the O-linemen,
who just keep going.

How do you compose yourselfto be a
spiritual guide for the players after a loss?

Part of my role as chaplain is to remind the
guys and myself that we are all more than
our wins and losses. Before and after
football, each one of them is a beloved child
of God, and that’s their truest identity.

How do you minister to the non-Catholic
players?

About half our team is not Catholic; and, for
me, it’s a lot of just listening and showing
up. There’s a story in the book about a
player getting an X-ray and [ went in to pray
with his parents and they said, “You know
we’re not Catholic.” In that moment, I
reminded them I am here for everybody and
want to be with everybody. The beauty of
being at Notre Dame, as well, is that many
of our student-athletes have chosen Notre
Dame, in particular, whether they’re
Catholic or not, because they know they can

Pete Janny

grow in their faith.

How important is it for someone attending a
game at Notre Dame Stadium to fully
experience the university’s Catholic
environment and its traditions?

In many ways, Notre Dame has always been
America’s Catholic university. We got on
trains and traveled around the country in the
1920s and ended up beating Army (West
Point) and getting notoriety for that. That
became a huge source of pride for American
Catholics. I do think there is something very
special about coming to this campus and
experiencing the beauty and the prayer we
do. The presence of the Holy Spirit and the
legacy of those who have come before us
has been really transformative.

How much has writing the book allowed you
to reflect on your journey in South Bend,
Indiana, and God'’s call to lead this group of
young men at Notre Dame?

The process of writing and reflecting on the
experiences I’ve had has allowed me to step
back a little bit and to see even more
profoundly how God has worked in those
moments. Writing refines our thinking and
challenges us to make our stories
understandable to other people. Writing the
book was a spiritual experience for me and
challenged me to find what the deeper
meaning is. It’s been a really cool journey,
and it was not something I really thought
about when I was taking notes and writing
the ideas down throughout the years. It’s
been humbling and a joy.

https://www.ncregister.com/interview/notre-dame-football-chaplain-father-nate-wills
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Denver Archdiocese, Catholic Schools Ask Supreme Court for Access to
Preschool Program

The Archdiocese of Denver and a coalition
of Catholic preschools are asking the U.S.
Supreme Court to allow them to access a
Colorado universal preschool program.

The petition to the high court comes after
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th
Circuit ruled in September that Colorado
may continue to exclude Catholic
preschools from its Universal Preschool
Program because of their religious beliefs.

Catholic preschools in Denver ask teachers
and families to sign a pledge promising to
uphold their religious mission, including
teachings on sexuality and gender identity.
The Colorado preschool program’s
nondiscrimination clause, however, requires
schools to uphold provisions on sexual
orientation and “gender identity.”

Two Catholic parish preschools and the
Denver Archdiocese first filed suit in August
2023 against the requirement.

In a Nov. 14 press release, the Becket Fund
for Religious Liberty — which has
represented the schools and the archdiocese
in the lawsuit — said the Catholic schools
“are asking the Supreme Court to ensure that
Colorado makes good on its promise of
universal preschool.”

“Colorado is picking winners and losers
based on the content of their religious
beliefs,” Nick Reaves, a senior lawyer at
Becket, said in the release.

“That sort of religious discrimination flies in
the face of our nation’s traditions and
decades of Supreme Court rulings,” he said.
“We’re asking the court to step in and make
sure ‘universal’ preschool really is
universal.”

Scott Elmer, who serves as chief mission
officer for the Denver Archdiocese, said the
schools are seeking “the ability to offer
families who choose a Catholic education
the same access to free preschool services
that’s available at thousands of other
preschools across Colorado.”

Becket in its press release said the Colorado
rules have had a “predictable effect” in
which “enrollment at Catholic preschools
has swiftly declined, while two Catholic
preschools have shuttered their doors.”

The law group said the lower court rulings
go against recent Supreme Court decisions
on religious freedom, including Espinoza v.
Montana Department of Revenue, which
held that the Montana Constitution’s bar on
public funding of religious institutions
violated the First Amendment.

In May the Supreme Court declined to

rule in a contentious case involving what
was proposed to be the nation’s first
religious charter school, leaving untouched a
lower court ruling that forbade the
Oklahoma Catholic institution from
accessing state funds.
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Daniel Payne
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/267857/denver-archdiocese-catholic-schools-ask-

supreme-court-for-access-to-preschool-program
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Casual Sex, No Casual Dating, No Courtship

My students report an alarming fact. They
live in an environment, they say, in which
there is casual sex, but no casual dating.
Why would that be?

One reason there might be so little casual
dating is because of the widespread
presumption that a date is supposed to lead
to casual sex. Thus, if you’re the type of
person who isn’t interested in casual sex—
and studies suggest that, more and more,
young people aren’t—then you probably shy
away from “dates” with all the baggage that
might come along with it.

In one sense, there is something good about
this. If more young people are avoiding
situations where casual sex is expected, so
much the better. It’s not that they don’t
want sex; it’s usually the case that they’ve
been hurt badly, or they know others who
have been hurt badly, and they would prefer
not to get burned again. This is sensible, but
also a little tragic. It’s a shame that the
errors of the “sexual revolution” of the
Boomer generation continue to infect the
culture so that we can’t have nice things
anymore, like civilized public spaces and
innocent dating.

That’s one way of looking at it. But the
problems may lie even deeper. It’s easy to
blame the Boomers and the sexual
revolution. (I just did.) It’s harder to accept
that the problems may have infected some of
our most basic cultural presuppositions,

even those we consider pure and virtuous.

Considerations from the perspective of
biological adulthood

Let’s consider the problem from a different
perspective. What if (as I think a study of
history would show) wise cultures recognize
that young women become biologically
adult—that is to say, they can reproduce the
species—at roughly 13 or 14, and that young
men, who are usually a few years behind,
become biologically adult at 15 or 16.
Having recognized this biological fact, wise
cultures take serious steps to ensure that
these young adults who are

now biologically capable of reproducing the
species will soon be socially capable of
doing so.

In such cultures, children are allowed to be
children until 12 or 13. They are allowed to
play; they are encouraged to explore the
world in wonder; and they are never made
the subject of sexual interest, as it would be
inappropriate for their stage of development.
But at 12 or 13, they are usually taken from
among their playmates and thereafter will
spend most of their time with adults, getting
ready to enter the adult world. At 13, young
men were apprenticed. On farms, most
young men and women at that age were
already involved in working the family
farm. But at 13 or 14, the responsibilities
and obligations would increase. The goal
was to make these young people ready for
adulthood and adult responsibilities, to
family and society. Wise cultures
understood that those biological desires for
sexual union would likely soon be in force,
so they had better make these young people
ready to discipline those energies and turn
them into something fruitful.

What do we do? When our young people get
to be 13 or 14, we have them spend all their
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time with other teens, where they

will certainly never get good advice on sex,
marriage, work, or most of the other things
they need to know to have a happy,
flourishing adulthood. Thus, most of our
time is spent disabusing teens of the utterly
disastrous things they were told by their
fellow teens or those who specialize in
marketing things to teens by appealing to
their insecurities or their ill-formed desires.

Because we have lived with it so long, we
fail to realize that we created something we
call “adolescence.” The

word adolescens goes back to ancient Latin.
But if you were an “adolescent” in the
Roman world, you were a “young adult”
being prepared to be a full-fledged adult, so
you had to shut up and learn. In our culture,
adolescence often means a period of
development when young people have all or
most of the freedoms of adulthood, but with
few or none of the responsibilities.

The culture of expressive, autonomous
individualism and “unencumbered
selves”

During this time, they are supposed to “find
themselves.” It should not be surprising,
given our modern creation of adolescence, if
what they find is that they are basically what
sociologists Robert Bellah described as
“expressive individualists.” What they find
is that they are a “self-creating, autonomous
self”— or what political philosopher
Michael Sandel calls an “unencumbered
self.”

According to this conception of the
individual, persons are not obligated to
fulfill ends or purposes they have not chosen
— ends given by nature or God, or by their
identities as members of “families, peoples,

cultures, or traditions.” An “encumbered
identity,” entailed by membership in such
groups, is assumed to be antagonistic to the
conception of the person as “free and
independent, unencumbered by aims and
attachments it does not choose for itself....”

The problem with this view, as Prof. Sandel
argues, is that this view of the self “cannot
account for certain moral and political
obligations that we commonly recognize,
even prize.” These include “obligations of
solidarity with the poor and disadvantaged,
religious duties such as the obligation to
treat the dead with respect, and other moral
ties such as those to family and/or extended
family which may lay claim on us prior to
our choosing them.”

So too, another problem is that, as Alasdair
Maclntyre has pointed out, to become these
“self-creating, autonomous selves”—or what
he terms “independent practical
reasoners”—we must be raised and guided
by those who have been willing to make our
good their own apart from any expectation
of recompense. In other words, the creation
of “self-creating, autonomous, expressive
selves” depends on the help and guidance of
those who have devoted themselves to us
selflessly and thus have not devoted
themselves to being “self-creating,
autonomous, expressive selves.” Self-
creating, autonomous, expressive selves do
not generally take it upon themselves to
produce children to whom they must devote
themselves selflessly.

The result is this: My students, even the best
of them, when asked, “Are you ready for
kids?” will reply: “Absolutely not!” Nothing
in society has prepared them to make the
needs of others their own, and they are
aware of this lack, even if implicitly. They
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aren’t ready to “compromise” on their
trajectory of expressive individualism, and
that trajectory has rarely been expressed to
them as something that involves the self-
giving of marriage and family.

They have been trained to think of “rights”,
not of “responsibilities” or “obligations.”
The most driven and intense of them have
often been parented with a kind of selfless
seriousness that they would consider stifling.
They live in a culture that says, “Well, you
might have some casual sex—it happens—
but do not get pregnant and don’t get
married. These things ‘tie you down.”” And
you need to “become yourself” first and
create your own expressive identity.

Waiting ... how long?

Now, consider the paradox that such
autonomous “unencumbered” selves find
themselves in when they reach biological
adulthood. When these teens reach the age
when their sexual yearning is brimming,
those who care about their welfare as
autonomous, self-creating, expressive selves
tell them—to wait.

How long?

In the 1950s, it was hard enough to get
young people to wait until they finished high
school. Now we tell them to wait until
they’re done with college ... and graduate
school ... and have a job. So, maybe until
they’re 25 or 30. Really? They can at 16,
and we expect them to wait another 10, 15,
or 20 years? We are cruel or stupid.

Of course, most people don’t really expect
young people to wait. Hence, the acceptance
of some “experimental,” “casual” sex. It
would be “unhealthy” to wait, wouldn’t it?

Or so psychology (since Freud) has insisted.
You’ve got to “get out there” and “get some
experience.” Too often, this is the
experience of some severe heartbreak. (On
this, see the chapter on “The Shadow Side of
Sexual Liberation” in Christian Smith’s
book Lost in Transition: The Dark Side of
Emerging Adulthood.)

But these things sounded so good on paper
when couched in terms like “liberation” and
“psycho-sexual development.”

Why date if there’s no courtship?

Now consider the situation of a young man
and woman in high school or college living
with these cultural expectations.

The results can be predicted. Why date?
Dating is a form of courtship, and the one
thing they know is that they’re not ready for
kids and not ready for marriage. Thus,
“getting serious” is out of the question.

So what would dating be for, then? If not
courtship, its sole remaining purpose would
be as a precursor to a sexual hookup. This is
looked down upon, but permitted, as long as
pregnancy is avoided or abortions are
available for those “in need” of this form of
“liberation.” If you’ve been raised to stay
away from such things the way you’ve been
raised to avoid smoking and drugs, then just
as you, if you’re a “good kid,” generally
avoid parties and bars where there is a lot of
smoking and drugs, so too, you stay away
from dating that might lead to hookups,
because the results can be equally disastrous
to your future. To the extent that hooking up
has become a widespread expectation in the
culture—it was what rushed in to fill the
void left by “no courtship”—those who
aren’t interested in hooking up will date
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little or not at all.

There never really was any “casual” dating.
Dating has always been associated with
potential courtship. If you’re not interested
in courtship, what do you do? You go out
with friend groups in which there might be
some of the opposite sex. And you might
become good friends with some of them.
But “dating” as something serious? Since it
comes with all this emotional

or biological baggage, absolutely not.

Am I suggesting that 14- or 15-year-olds get
married? I am always asked this question, so
let me address it directly. Given what I’ve
said above, the answer should be an

obvious no. No way. Ours is a culture that
has studiously avoided, almost entirely,
preparing young people for marriage and
family. Thus, one should expect that, even if
people get married at 25 or 30, many
marriages will fail. And that is what we find.
A culture that spends years and years trying
to get its young people ready for jobs (and
can’t even do that especially well) but
spends almost no time whatsoever preparing
them for the responsibilities of marriage and
family—what would you expect?

Dr. Randall B. Smith

You should expect exactly what we have.
It’s not happy. In fact, it’s mostly tragic. But
like many things that are bad for us that
we’ve become accustomed to, we’re not
likely to give it up anytime soon. I get that.

Please, though, in the meantime, don’t
complain about how there’s no dating. Until
and unless we deal with these more
fundamental issues, encouraging them to
“date” would just be leading these young
people into some meaningless encounters
that simulate something from the past. But
the whole reason for that activity has now
been lost, so it’s not really dating anyway. It
would mostly be a counterfeit of the real
thing. Young people aren’t stupid; they
know this.

When they’re ready for marriage and family,
they’ll date. It won’t be easy because, at that
point, they’ll be trying to put their
“unencumbered autonomous” lives together
with other autonomous “unencumbered”
selves. But until marriage and family
become a possibility for them — until it is
supported culturally as part and parcel of a
flourishing human life — “dating” is
pointless. Or worse yet, it’s likely to be a
rocky road to some serious heartbreak.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/11/15/casual-sex-no-casual-dating/?unapproved=524

798& moderation-hash=5fc0f6177149¢d880f3ddeb6¢c14365753#comment-524798
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From Fig Tree to Paradise: Augustine's Theology in Dante's Divina
Commedia

Augustine of Hippo’s influence — whether
explicit or implicit — on theologians,
philosophers, and even poets up to the
present day is well-studied. One example of
these Augustinian-inspired poets, the
Florentine poet Dante Alighieri (1265—
1321), composed one of the most celebrated
poems ever written, the Divina Commedia.
Although Augustine is mentioned explicitly
only once, in verse 120 of Paradiso, Canto
X (I am drawing upon the Mandelbaum
translation, as found on the 2014 relaunched
project, Digital Dante), his theology
resonates indirectly throughout many of
Dante’s canti. Indeed, the central thread
running through the entire Divina
Commedia — the search for the vision of the
Trinity through the elevation of the soul — is
also the dominant theme in much of
Augustine’s work.

A striking parallel exists between
Augustine’s conversion beneath the fig tree
in the Confessiones and Dante’s confession
of sin and turning towards God in the Divina
Commedia. In Book 8 of his Confessiones,
Augustine reflects on his past sins and bursts
into tears as he confronts “all [his] misery”
and “the secret depths of [his] soul”

(Conf. 8.12.28; trans. Pilkington, 1887).
Upon hearing a child’s voice

repeating “Tolle, lege” (“Take up and
read”), Augustine opens a nearby book and
reads: “Let us live honourably as in the day,
not in revelling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires” (Rom
13:13—14 NRSV). Interpreting the child’s

song as a divine command to read Scripture,
Augustine is convinced that he has, at that
very moment, grasped a glimpse of divine
wisdom through the text of Romans. He
experiences this passage as “a light of
security infused into [his] heart, driving
away all darkness of doubt” (Conf. 8.12.29).

Just as Augustine’s mind rises from the
darkness of sin to the illumination of grace,
so Dante’s soul journeys from the murky
depths of Hell (/nferno), through a stage of
intense purification (Purgatorio), to the
vision of the Trinity (Paradiso). Yet
whereas God intervenes in Augustine’s life
through the voice of a child, in Dante’s case
He sends Beatrice — the poet’s great love,
who had died ten years earlier — to guide
him through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven.
Clothed in a white veil, a green mantle, and
a flame-red dress, Beatrice appears as the
personification of the three theological
virtues of faith, hope, and love, and thus as a
symbol of theology itself

(Purgatorio XXX.31-33). In the medieval
tradition, these three virtues were regarded
as the very foundations of theology, since
they dispose the human soul to receive
divine truth.

The rest of Dante’s narrative displays
remarkable parallels with Augustine’s
conversion account. First, Beatrice confronts
Dante with his sinfulness, causing him to
feel ashamed and humiliated

(Purgatorio XXX.78-96). Dante feels
despair, which prompts him to confess that
he has “turned his footsteps to an untrue
path” — that is, he has abandoned the path of
piety that leads to salvation
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(Purgatorio XXX.124-132). Like
Augustine, Dante laments his sins and
weeps in repentance for his former way of
life (Purgatorio XXXI1.85-88). His soul,
now purified, yearns to behold the eternal
splendour of the Trinity, guided by Beatrice
— that is, by the discipline of theology which
directs the intellect towards eternal truth
(Purgatorio XXXI1.115-145).

Having asked for forgiveness and made
atonement through the shedding of tears,
Dante reaches the apotheosis of his journey.
He has returned to the way of the Lord and
thus is finally able to grasp divine wisdom
as his mind is enlightened by God’s eternal
light (Paradiso XXX). Yet, at the same time
Dante recognises the limitation of the human
intellect: it cannot perceive God in His
fullness. Therefore, Beatrice departs to take
her place beside the Trinity and entrusts

Senne Van Boven

Dante to the care of Bernard of Clairvaux,
the twelfth-century pioneer of Christian
mysticism (Paradiso XXX1.55-70). This
inability of the human mind to comprehend
the beatific vision without the aid of divine
love is, once again, an idea already present
in Augustine’s theology (Conf. 4.16.30).

Both Augustine and Dante testify that divine
wisdom is not a matter of abstract
speculation but of lived transformation. For
both, true knowledge of God arises only
when intellect and love are united — when
reason, purified by humility, is lifted by
grace into the light of divine charity. In this
way, Augustine’s tears beneath the fig tree
and Dante’s tears before Beatrice reveal the
same truth: that the path to understanding
God begins in repentance and culminates in
love.

From Fig Tree to Paradeise: Augustine’s Theology in Dante’s Divina Commedia
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College Kids’ Math Skills Worse Than Ever, California Finds — Blame Our
Pass-The-Buck Public Schools

What happens when a child is promoted,
grade by grade, through America’s K-12
school system but can’t actually perform at
grade level in reading, writing or math?

As the University of California at San Diego
found, they get into college — and become
someone else’s problem.

UC San Diego’s Senate-Administration
Workgroup on Admissions released a
startling report last week documenting a
steep decline in college preparedness.

Between 2020 and 2025, it found, the
number of freshmen with math skills below
middle-school level “increased nearly
thirtyfold” — with about one in eight of
them unable to handle even the most basic
high school math.

The university has had to add a new course
devoted exclusively to teaching “elementary
and middle school Common Core math
subjects (grades 1-8)” — in addition to the
remedial math classes it already had in place
covering high school topics like algebra and
geometry.

But by the time these kids arrived on San
Diego’s campus, they had already
been failed many times over.

How does any child graduate from high
school not knowing how to do basic math?

How basic? In 2023, 13% of students who
took a UC San Diego math assessment could
not perform at first-grade level, and 25% of
kids got the equation 7+ 2 =[ ] + 6 wrong.

This is terrifying — and the worst part is
how inevitable the collapse has been.

Every year we watch as teachers’ unions get
more powerful, test scores decline, and our
states shovel more and more money into
failed schools.

The majority of kids attending UC San
Diego are from California, where spending
increased by more than 10% from 2022 to
2023 — to nearly $19,000 per student.

Yet these kids are failing, and no one is held
accountable.

Teachers’ unions rabidly oppose mandatory
standardized testing — because once it’s
clear that their members are falling down on
the job, someone is going to want answers.

An 18-year-old can only hide an inability do
first-grade math through 11 further years of
schooling if no mandatory testing is in place
to catch and correct the problem.

Without that yardstick, the report found, UC
San Diego relied more heavily on high
school grades to make admissions decisions,
even though a California Board of Regents
task force had documented a “worrisome
trend of grade inflation in many schools.”

With no state tests as a backstop, teachers let
students’ grades balloon to make it seem
like everything was going swimmingly —
when in fact, kids were drowning.

But the University of California system
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deserves its own share of blame for
admitting students who are utterly
unprepared to take on college-level work.

In 2021, UC San Diego, along with the rest
of the state’s university system and many
other colleges across the country, stopped
requiring SAT or ACT scores for admission,
citing a need for “equity”” amid the COVID
pandemic.

This was a giant error, as Harvard
University found: In 2024, it too had to add
a remedial class for incoming freshmen who
lacked “foundational skills” in basic high
school math, after admitting them without a
standardized measure of their readiness for
college.

Harvard has since reversed itself on the SAT
requirement, noting that new research
“confirms the role of standardized testing to
help predict college and post-college success
for students.”

Not that we really needed new research to
confirm it, but good to see this elite
institution wake up to reality.

Now the debate over H-1B visas is
spotlighting the consequences of America’s
dire education problem.

On Tuesday, President Trump heatedly told
Fox News interviewer Laura Ingraham that
this country doesn’t have enough talented
people to fill specialized jobs — and

Karol Markowicz

therefore must import them.

Of course America has talented people —
but as we see in San Diego, our schools are
consistently failing to educate them.

And everyone involved just gets a pass.

It’s a national humiliation: UC San Diego is
one of the highest-ranked public universities
in the country, No. 6 in that category in the
US News and World Report college
rankings.

If one of our top schools is seeing this lack
of preparedness among its students, of
course other countries are going to outflank
us.

Solving this will take a concerted national
effort.

America’s public schools must go back to
basics and teach reading, writing and math
with time-tested methods proven to work —
while pushing aside the teachers’ unions and
their irresponsible demands.

The last piece of the puzzle is school choice:
Parents must have a path out of failing
school systems — and the taxpayers’ money
should follow the student.

UC San Diego bravely told the truth about
how American public education is failing.
The rot it has exposed must motivate real
change.

https://nypost.com/2025/11/13/opinion/college-kids-math-skills-worse-than-ever-blame-pass-

the-buck-schools/
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A Life at Sea

One of the wonders of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord
of the Rings trilogy is its ability to
completely engross the reader. The world
Tolkien conjured up, though obviously
fictional and fancifully so, is also
unmistakably our world. And this was
intentional. Tolkien hoped to create a
mythology for his own England. His stories
form a kind of literary protoevangelium, a
mythical anticipation of the Christian world,
that is to say, the real world.

And so Tolkien invented a mythical world,
with its own languages, legends, peoples,
and histories. Yet in the most fundamental
sense, Tolkien did not create Middle-earth
so much as he built it on real foundations.
The moral stakes are the same as in our
world. Virtues and vices are the same.
Nobility and grace are the same. Goodness,
both in the moral and metaphysical sense, is
measured on a deeply human, and indeed
Christian, scale. And so for all the hobbits
and goblins and elves, his world retains a
thoroughgoing realism.

This is why Tolkien could rightly describe
his trilogy as a “fundamentally religious and
Catholic work,” even though the stories
themselves contain almost no direct
references to religion of any sort.

In many ways, Tolkien’s triumph is singular.
Yet it shares with all great literature an
ability to convey profound truths. Great
fiction always does this. Indeed, fiction
often does this more effectively than non-
fiction, which in its earnest endeavor to
adhere to established, verifiable facts or its
tendency to overestimate the reliability of
human reason, can easily present a view of

reality so narrow and partial that it obscures
or distorts our grasp of the whole.

Surely this is one reason Christ spoke so
often in stories and parables. He wrote no
essays or treatises.

And of course, the enduring appeal of
Tolkien’s stories is mostly due to their being
compelling and interesting stories rather
than the theory of myth which shaped their
writing. (Though the latter may be a
prerequisite to the former.) The epic scale
of The Lord of the Rings — it is a very long
story — allows a reader the time to become
thoroughly engrossed.

Alas, all good stories must end (a fact which
certain film studios seem loath to
acknowledge). In recent years, the Tolkien
estate has put out a slew of new additions to
the Tolkien legendarium — previously
unpublished bits of stories and partial
histories. But The Lord of the Rings exists in
the past perfect tense: a discrete, finite, and
accomplished thing.

The English novelist Patrick O’Brian was no
J.R.R. Tolkien. But in O’Brian’s series of
historical novels — 20 in all, plus one
unfinished — I have found, if not a rival to
Tolkien’s beloved masterpiece, then at least
a compliment. O’Brian portrays the careers
of Captain Jack Aubrey of the Royal Navy
and his friend Stephen Maturin, a physician,
naturalist, and intelligence agent, through
the Napoleonic Wars.

O’Brian invented no languages or
mythologies. His novels are set amongst
historical events, sometimes described with
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slavish accuracy. But in his characters —
particularly Aubrey and Maturin — one
discovers an astonishing breadth and depth
of reflection on human nature.

I’ve been re-reading the novels in recent
months, having aged a bit since I last read
them. On this second reading, [’'m much
more attuned to a similar thing happening to
Aubrey and Maturin.

The first novel opens with the protagonists
as young men, Aubrey a newly promoted
“Master and Commander,” and Maturin an
impoverished, disaffected would-be
revolutionary. Neither is married; both are at
the beginnings of their careers (though with
very different prospects before them.)

The friendship of Jack and Stephen — an
unlikely pair, contrasting in physical
appearance, temperament, religion (Stephen
is a Catholic), and all interests save a love of
music — allows for a fascinating study of
human character, but perhaps more so, a
study of the effects of time and fortune.

As their friendship deepens, each friend has
time to notice and reflect on the sort of man
his friend is becoming, and to wonder at the
slow but seemingly inexorable changes in
themselves. Years of physical hardship,
danger, love, loss, sadness, and joy work
upon the men.

And the reader has twenty volumes (about
15 years in the novels’ time) to grow
intimately familiar with each character and
to savor every detail of the slow work of
time upon the human soul.

It is ultimately this moral realism — the
surety that these characters inhabit our
world, fictional though they may be and as

flawed and sometimes disappointing as they
are — that make O’Brian’s stories so
engrossing, so true.

O’Brian was not a Catholic, though he lived
for many decades in the south of France. His
familiarity with Catholicism, and with the
Mass especially, decidedly alters his
understanding of time. Consider the
following passage, in which Maturin attends
Mass in Boston during the war of 1812:

There followed an interval on a
completely different plane of being:
with the familiar ancient words
around him, always the same, in
whatever country he had ever been
(though now uttered in a broad
Munster Latin), he lived free of time
or geography, and he might have
walked out, a boy, into the streets of
Barcelona white in the sun, or into
those of Dublin under the soft rain.
He prayed, as he had prayed so long,
for Diana, but even before the priest
dismissed them, the changed nature
of his inner words brought him back
to the immediate present and to
Boston, and if he had been a weeping
man it would have brought tears
coursing down his face.

So though O’Brian was not Catholic,
through his characters, he presents a
compellingly Catholic, indeed a liturgical,
sense of reality. In his stories, the sea is
always there, unchanging and ever
changing, merciless, beautiful, glorious, and
terrible as time. But O’Brian knew there was
another plane, a higher plane, and when a
vision of that breaks through into this
unchanging and ever-changing world — this
life at sea — it changes everything.
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German Bishop Oster Rebukes Bishops’ Document on Sexual Diversity in
Schools as Departure from Catholic Anthropology

In a pointed 4,000-word critique published
Nov. 10, Bishop Stefan Oster of Passau has
publicly distanced himself from a new 48-
page document issued by the German
bishops’ conference, asserting that it
deviates profoundly from authentic Catholic
teaching on the human person, creation, and
redemption.

Titled “Created, Redeemed, and Loved —
Visibility and recognition of the diversity of
sexual identities in schools,” the text was
released Oct. 31 by the conference’s
commission for education and schools,
chaired by Bishop Heinrich Timmerevers of
Dresden-Meissen. It responds to resolutions
from Germany’s controversial “synodal
way” (2019-2023), which called for re-
evaluating Church doctrine on and gender
diversity, amid reports of increasing
numbers of students in Catholic schools
identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, or “queer.”

The document draws on an online survey of
over 2,000 students, teachers, and parents,
which found a “vast majority” supported
addressing sexual identity diversity, with
about 20% reporting experienced or
observed discrimination against LGBT-
identifying individuals. It outlines five
guidelines—fostering holistic development,
respecting human dignity, promoting justice,
assuming responsibility, and keeping “the
question of God alive”—along with
recommendations for various school roles
and a glossary defining terms like
“heteronormativity,” “rainbow family,” and
“sexual self-determination.”

Bishop Timmerevers, in his introduction,
described as places to deepen “personal self-
awareness and holistic development...
especially from a Christian perspective,”
emphasizing pedagogical and pastoral
guidance rather than a “comprehensive
moral-theological analysis” of queer
lifestyles.

Bishop Oster, a 60-year-old Salesian of
appointed to Passau in 2014 at age 48 and
renowned for his digital evangelization to
youth, rejected this framing in his
evaluation, “Do we still believe what we
believe?” “Even though the cover of the
booklet says ‘The German bishops,’ the text
does not speak on my behalf,” he wrote,
highlighting its failure to articulate a
Christian anthropology.

Oster, one of four German diocesan bishops
who openly opposed the synodal way,
argued the document implies all sexual
diversities are inherently redeemed without
reference to sin, grace, or self-realization in
Christ. “Nowhere is the term ‘redeemed’
explained... basically, all people in all their
diversity... are already redeemed,” he
observed. “There is no mention anywhere of
the task of human self-realization in Christ
and through Christ.” Instead, it prioritizes
“findings from the human sciences,” which,
by methodology, lack access to faith-based
prerequisites like relationship with God,
need for redemption, and conformation to
Christ.

Particularly troubling to Oster is the text’s
affirmative stance on identities among
youth, presented as a “phenomenon that
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naturally arises” without critical
examination or warnings against hasty
affirmation. He noted recent restrictions on
surgeries or hormone therapies for
transgender-identifying minors in the U.K.,
Norway, Finland, Sweden, and Denmark,
rendering the document “significantly
outdated” and failing to protect “vulnerable
young people” needing “especially sensitive
support.”

Oster revealed he reviewed an early draft in
summer, proposing additions on Christian
identity, only to face “essentially negative”
responses. The draft sparked “very
controversial” debates in the bishops’
permanent council, with some urging
abandonment, according to the German
Catholic news agency KNA.

At root, Oster sees a broader anthropological
crisis: “We are living in a time when the
decisive debates... revolve around
anthropology, the doctrine of man.” For
Catholics, this means viewing humans as
“sacramental beings” through whom the
infinite God reveals Himself. He contrasted
this with a prevalent “developmental
perspective” assuming Church boundaries—
on women’s ordination or blessings for
unmarried couples—will shift, warning that
altering anthropology leads to “a different
doctrine of revelation, of the sacraments, of
salvation... and ultimately even to a
different understanding of the Triune God.”
The document, he concluded, advances “a

Gaudium Press

desacralized understanding of human
beings.”

Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Maria Renz of
Rottenburg-Stuttgart, the commission’s
deputy chairman, defended the text Nov. 4
in Die Tagespost as aimed at opposing
discrimination, while stressing its limits: It
cannot offer a “comprehensive, humanities-
based presentation” of adolescent sexual
identity developments, a “volatile and
controversial topic among experts.” Renz
urged distinguishing “acceptance of those
who feel differently,” essential for Christian
schools, from “naive approval” of transient
youthful feelings.

Oster’s critique echoes divisions over April
guidance from the bishops’ conference and
lay Central Committee of German Catholics
on blessings for unmarried and same-sex
couples, rejected by dioceses like Passau as
exceeding the Vatican’s 2023 Fiducia
supplicans. Pope Leo XIV granted Oster a
private audience Sept. 8 to discuss
Germany’s ecclesial situation.

Since 2022, Oster’s diocese has offered
pastoral support for queer-identifying
Catholics, underscoring his commitment to
accompaniment within doctrinal fidelity. His
intervention underscores ongoing tensions in
the German Church between pastoral
outreach and magisterial integrity.

https://www.gaudiumpress.ca/german-bishop-oster-rebukes-bishops-document-on-sexual-

diversity-in-schools-as-departure-from-catholic-anthropology/
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Beware of Catholic Al

If you are a Catholic and have been seeing
ads for Magisterium Al and Truthly Al,
you—TIike me—have probably been
intrigued. Truthly Al markets itself as a
Catholic Al companion, allowing users to
“engage in meaningful conversations and
get answers to any question or problem.”
That is quite the promise. Magisterium Al’s
promise is similar. It claims to give
“accurate answers to your specific questions
about faith and morals” and can help clarify
difficult doctrines like the Trinity.

On the surface, these things seem to be
harmless at worst and edifying at best. This
is especially the case because their models
claim to be exclusively trained in canonical
texts and official Church teachings.
However, caution is in order. For four
primary reasons, we should encourage
young people to proceed with extra caution,
and we should not be quick to encourage the
use of such tools in catechesis.

Hallucination-Free AI?

“Hallucinations” occur when LLMs make
up information. You might ask it for a list of
articles on abortion, and while some are
accurate, others might be real authors with
fake titles. While hallucinations can be
mitigated, they cannot be eliminated. LLMs
produce outputs based on statistical
likelihood, not truth. As a result, they will
inevitably give answers that sound
authoritative but are patently false.

Moreover, while it is surely better to have a
model that only draws from curated sources,
it still uses a base generative, pre-trained,
transformer (GPT), originally trained on

massive amounts of text from the internet
and other published material. There is not
enough content in the exclusively Catholic
corpus to achieve the sophistication of a
GPT. Thus, Magisterium AI’s claim to
provide “accurate answers” is only valid
with considerable qualification. It readily
admitted as much when I asked if it could
give false answers, saying, “Yes. Like all
large language models, I can sometimes
generate statements that are not grounded in
the sources I have been trained on or that
misrepresent Church teaching. When this
happens the output is called a hallucination.”
Truthly Al might be more intentionally
vague. Indeed, you can prompt the bot to
“get answers.” Whether they will be true
each time is something else entirely.

To be clear, hallucinations are intrinsic to
LLMs. Thus, so long as these Catholic
chatbots use them, they are hallucination-
prone and, as a result, not infallible or even
wholly accurate sources of Church teaching.
Actually go to the Catechism for that.

Some might argue that even truth mediated
through these very fallible chatbots is better
than none at all. Certainly, an imperfect tool
like Truthly Al or Magisterium Al can
sometimes get it right—maybe even most of
the time. However, we should not forget that
truth matters not only as content but as
encounter. Tools that provide correct
propositions while eroding virtuous habits
may frustrate the ultimate end of
catechetical formation—a point I’ll consider
more fully in what follows.

The Dangers of Outsourcing Spiritual
Authority
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Because Catholic Al sounds authoritative,
people may substitute its answers for the
guidance of Scripture, tradition, or living
teachers. Why? For two reasons. First, due
to Al’s fluency and the speed with which it
can produce an output, we can easily fall
victim to “automation bias”—our
disposition to prefer AI’s answers to our
own simply because it is automated. As Al
becomes ubiquitous, this poses serious
dangers, especially for young and
impressionable users who may begin to use
it as a tool for moral discernment.

Second, the ease with which people have
access to this tool increases the likelihood
that they will turn to it more readily in times
of stress. Think about it: if you are facing a
pressing moral dilemma amid life’s
busyness and chaos, it is often difficult to
find time to schedule a meeting with your
parish priest, or to take a holy hour, put
distractions at bay, and invoke the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. What is much easier?—
pulling out the supercomputer in your phone
and getting what feels like wise counsel in
seconds (with citations from Church
documents granting its answers seeming
legitimacy). Practically and pastorally
speaking, this risks transferring authority
from the Church to a machine—something
incapable of receiving grace, having faith, or
possessing genuine wisdom. The danger is
not just misinformation but a distortion of
how authority actually functions in the life
of the Church. Chatbots have no authority.
They are synthesizers of information. Names
like “Magisterium AI” really confuse their
capabilities and proper functions, even if
they warn users not to assign their answers
moral weight.

Can Al Weigh Goods? Love Truth? Care

About You?

Even if a chatbot could give perfectly
accurate doctrinal summaries and answers, it
cannot understand first principles or weigh
goods against one another in context. This is
what we do when we discern moral
dilemmas. We know truth is a good. We
know life is a good. But we might be in a
situation where speaking the truth poses
risks to our safety or even our life. Here we
must decide: What is more important? What
is demanded of us here? And the answer is
not easy. Many factors come into play. For
example, someone responsible for small
children faces a layer of complexity another
person may not. Context can add or remove
weight from certain goods. But again,
chatbots don’t seek truth or desire goods at
all. Its probabilistic nature flattens moral
discernment: all sources weigh the same, no
values or cares propel their outputs.

Moreover, it does not care about you as a
friend, parent, or confessor does. It has no
interest in your spiritual development. In
fact, it has no interests at all. However, its
anthropomorphic training makes it seem as
though it does have cares—even cares for us
as people. It does not. This blurs its
functional use and trains users to acquiesce
to it in ways harmful to their spiritual and
moral development. This is especially the
case because we interact with chatbots in a
way similar to the way we interact with
fellow humans through conversational text
messaging. We often use courteous
language, saying “please” and “thank you”
as if we might hurt its nonexistent feelings.
This manner of interaction over time places
unwarranted trust in something
fundamentally untrustworthy in matters of
faith and morals: not only because it is
hallucination-prone and does not care about
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first principles or you as a person, but
because—and perhaps most importantly—
the Holy Spirit does not guide the outputs of
LLMs. For this reason, it does not matter if
it were invincible to mistakes or if agentic
Al could one day be sentient and develop
feelings and values. Still, they are not made
in the imago Dei; they cannot receive gifts
of the Holy Spirit through the laying on of
hands. I think getting intellectual clarity
about this is less of a problem than our
practical engagement with it as a tool.
Though the distinction may be conceptually
clear for some, many will continue to give
such tools deference as sources of truth for
the reasons I articulated above: it’s easy,
seems trustworthy, and has a fluency and
command of language that is rare among
even the most learned philosophers and
theologians—despite the fact that it may be
confidently delivering falsehoods.

The Prudence of Embodied Experience

Practical wisdom, or prudence, is the virtue
by which we learn to apply universal
principles to specific situations. It depends
on lived experience as embodied human
beings—facing fear, struggling with desire,
making mistakes, and learning from them.
Wisdom comes with age and experience. Al
cannot undergo life, suffer, fail, or grow; it
cannot practice prudence. As Aquinas
explains, prudence must be “perfected by
memory and experience so as to judge
promptly of particular cases” (57" [1-I1
0Q.47. a.3, ad 3). In other words, prudence
cannot be produced as output; it must be
lived.

Now, because prudence must be practiced to
be acquired (save infused prudence, which is
another matter), outsourcing moral
discernment to a chatbot robs us of

opportunities to practice discernment
ourselves. The Catechism underscores this,
teaching that conscience requires continual
formation if it is to remain upright and
truthful (CCC §1783). The more we offload
discernment to machines, the less we
cultivate the habits of attention, deliberation,
and judgment needed to become prudent
people.

To illustrate: Can you ever learn to shoot a
basketball only by watching someone else
shoot it for you? Of course not. You have to
pick up the ball and throw it yourself—with
proper form—repeatedly in order to learn
how to sink a shot. Prudence works in the
same way. We cannot learn it if we only get
answers from others. We have to wrestle
with decisions ourselves to grow in
discernment. There is no shortcut.

To be clear, I don’t claim malicious intent
by these Catholic Al companies. However,
given the very design of LLMs and some
considerable theological issues with
outsourcing matters of faith and morals to
chatbots, they cannot deliver on their
promises. In the end, Truthly Al and
Magisterium Al seem like harmless tools to
aid the faithful in understanding dense moral
doctrine. They might provide some limited
and qualified help with that. However, they
do so at the expense of deeper goods.
Chronic use, promotion, and interaction with
them seems hazardous for both spiritual and
moral development.

We are not machines and cannot be well
formed by them either. Human formation
should be primarily human—even if it’s
easier and faster to dole out our questions to
a machine. This leaves me to emphasize my
main point: beware of so-called “Catholic
AL”
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Prince William’s Surprising Rule About His Son’s First Phone

When Prince William spoke recently with
Brazilian TV host Luciano Huck during his
visit to Rio, the conversation turned
unexpectedly down-to-earth. The father of
three revealed not only that he is a bit of a
taxi driver for his kids -- we all know that
one! -- but also that when Prince George
starts secondary school, he may get a mobile
phone. However, it most certainly won't be
the type most 12-year-olds dream of.

“A brick phone — no internet,” the
Prince said with a smile.

“Children can access too much stuff
they don’t need to see online.”

It’s a refreshingly ordinary confession from
the future King of England, and one that
resonates deeply with parents everywhere.
Because sooner or later, every family faces
the same question: when — and how — to
hand over that first phone.

1) The moment every parent dreads

William admitted the topic is already “a bit
of a tense issue” in the household. George is
growing up in a digital age where phones are
symbols of freedom, belonging, and status.
Sound familiar?

For most parents, the pressure comes from
all directions — school logistics, safety, peer
comparison, and the creeping worry that
without a device, our kids will be left out.
But William’s stance offers a bit of

grace: delay, discuss, and prepare. The goal
isn’t to deny connection, but to teach
readiness.

If you’re not ready for your child to explore
the internet, that’s not fear — it’s
discernment.

2) A lesson in choosing wisely

Prince William isn’t declaring war on
technology. He’s drawing a boundary
around what matters most: childhood
protected from premature exposure.

He’s not banning phones outright; he’s
choosing a version that allows George to
call and text without wandering into the
wilds of the web. In practical terms, it’s a
simple principle any family can use: Start
with limited access then expand privileges
gradually. The important thing is to keep the
conversation open.

We can’t control every influence, but we can
control how prepared our children are to
meet them. “It’s less about the device and
more about what they can access,” William
explained, voicing a concern shared by
millions of parents.

3) Teaching digital trust

Behind the royal restraint lies a much larger
lesson: parenting in the digital age isn’t all
about restriction — it’s about

relationship. Rules mean little without trust.
When families talk openly about online
risks, kindness, and privacy, technology
becomes a tool instead of a trap.

As William and Catherine, Princess of
Wales, have often emphasized, what
children need most is a happy, healthy,
stable home. That stability is built not on
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perfect rules but on consistent, calm
conversation.

So maybe we could all borrow a page from
their parenting playbook: instead of rushing
to keep up with our children’s peers, we
could slow down and ask what’s actually
good for their hearts, not just their social
lives.

4) Every parent’s quiet prayer

Let’s face it — handing over a phone feels a
bit like handing over a portal. We hope
they’ll use it wisely; we fear what waits on
the other side. But perhaps the better
question isn’t “When will they be

ready?” It’s “How can I walk beside them
as they learn?”

William’s “brick phone” rule may sound

quaint, but maybe it’s prophetic. In a noisy,
connected world, simplicity has become a

Cerith Gardiner

form of protection.

And while most of us don’t live in palaces,
we can all follow the same principle: guide
first, grant later, and keep grace in the
conversation.

A gentle takeaway

Parenting has never been easy, but raising
children in a world of constant notifications
may be one of the hardest acts of love today.

The future king’s message to every mother
and father is beautifully ordinary: protect
their innocence, teach them discernment,
and give them connection in measured
doses.

Whether your child wears a crown or simply
your heart, that really is parenting at its most
noble.

Prince William’s Surprising Rule About His Son’s First Phone
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Waiting to Give Kids a Phone? Join the Club (Really)

“Every kid at school has a smartphone
except me!”

Sound familiar?

As parents, the hardest part of setting
boundaries around our kids’ tech use might
be the feeling that we're the only ones.

On paper, we know what’s best for our kids.
We want to protect their innocence — and
their mental health. We know a smartphone
means opening the door to everything from
cyberbullying to “adult” content to social
media-fueled anxiety and depression.

But what happens when “all the other kids at
school” are sending TikToks and Snapchats,
and your child feels left out?

Peer pressure can start to wear us down, no
matter how confident we are in our
parenting decisions.

But what if, instead, your community came
together to support and encourage
responsible tech use?

What if you knew for sure you weren 't the
only one — because the other parents at
school were right there with you?

That’s the premise behind the St. Carlo
Parent Network (SCPN), an organization
that’s spreading quickly across the U.S.,
with 14 chapters and counting.

Parents band together to help kids

When Indiana parent Phil Funk heard about
the Wait Until 8th pledee — in which at
least 10 parents from the same school agree

to delay giving children a smartphone until
at least the end of 8th grade — he knew he
wanted to bring it to his children’s school.

With his principal’s blessing, he sent out a
letter about the pledge to other school
parents and got “tremendous feedback and
support,” he told Aleteia. “So, so many
parents were interested in pledging, and
wanted to volunteer and be involved.”

But as a Catholic, he saw something deeper
in the pledge. He thought of St. Carlo
Acutis, the teenage saint who enjoyed
technology but limited his use of it to protect
against its dangers.

He worked with Lauren Clark, a SCPN
chapter leader and former high school
teacher, to build the network’s incredibly
helpful website with ample resources for
parents.

Clark explained why St. Carlo is their
patron:

St. Carlo is really at the heart of
everything that we do. We are trying
to spread his story and his attitude
toward technology, because he really
liked video games and working with
computers, but recognized that you
have to be careful. He used to limit
himself to one hour per week of
video games. He knew moderation
was needed.

And the key to his story is his deep
devotion to the Eucharist. He
understood that the digital world can
tend to fragment our experience and
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1solate us. It can be a distraction
from what's important.

And the Eucharist really is the
necessary corrective that we
need, because it’s personal, it's
relational, it's Presence, and it's a
reality that calls for full attention.

At schools in both Indiana and Washington,
DC, Clark noticed that her students did not
want to be on their phones all the time, but
felt helpless to fight it. She knew there had
to be a better way, a way to empower
parents to help their children. She said:

Part of SCPN is about bringing a
sense of power and agency back to
parents. There are so many things
that are challenging about the digital
environment, and when you're
raising kids, it's really hard to stay on
top of it.

SCPN brings parents together so that
we don't have to handle it by
ourselves. We don't have to do it
alone. We can learn from each

other.

The world is big, but our community
is small, and we can start there. We
can make a change for our own
families and schools.

Getting started with SCPN

As a mom, I’m feeling very motivated to
bring St. Carlo Parent Network to my own
school and parish.

You, too? Check out the quick-start
cuide and other great resources on their
website.

Besides the steps outlined there, Clark said
her chapter has found some incredibly fun
and creative ways to bring alive St. Carlo’s
message for the children:

Some of our chapters even had high
school students dress up as St. Carlo
and come into the elementary
schools and visit the classrooms as
him. They’re cracking jokes, totally
in character, in their red polos with
their backpacks, and the kids just
love it.

We also share lesson plans with
teachers so that they can have the
option of integrating his story into
their classes as well. We really try to
make it easy to “plug and play” to
spread his story and start to develop
a devotion to him among the kids.

Funk also recommended the book The
Anxious Generation by Jonathan Haidt to
help parents understand how social media
affects children’s and teens’ brain
development. Parents may find it helpful to
organize a reading group and discussion
about the book. (Here are a few ideas to get
you started!)

When Funk began the first chapter of SCPN,
he didn’t expect it to become so wildly
popular and grow so quickly.

But what he found was that “a quiet majority
of parents were just looking for someone to
stand up and take the lead on an initiative
like this.”

Thanks to SCPN, Wait Until 8th, and similar
initiatives, we know how to respond when
our kids complain that they want a
smartphone or social media.
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brains—and that thousands of other parents
We can stand strong and confident, knowing are right there alongside us.
we're doing what’s best for their growing

Theresa Civantos Barber
Waiting to Give Kids a Phone? Join the Club (Really)
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A Last Word on Catholic Culture

Christopher Dawson's legacy was to document as learnedly as he knew how both the natural and
the necessary connection between religion and culture.

Editor’s Note: This is the fourteenth, and final, in a series on Catholic culture.

Not since its Puritan founding nearly four
centuries ago would Harvard University
have ever dreamed of installing an official
Chair of Roman Catholic Studies—much
less invite the world’s foremost Roman
Catholic historian to occupy it. But times do
change. So, in 1958, the unthinkable having
happened, Christopher Dawson arrived at
Old Mother Harvard to begin teaching.

He had but one request, however, which was
that she agree to ship his entire working
library across the sea, consisting of over two
thousand books. Astonished that anyone
should need quite so many, Harvard
nevertheless agreed to do it.

The arrangement lasted until 1962 when,
after suffering two cerebral hemorrhages,
Christopher Dawson returned partially
crippled to England where, eight years later,
he died at age 81, leaving intact a reputation
as the greatest English-speaking Catholic
historian of the last century.

So, what was so special about Christopher
Dawson? To what end all that

erudition? Nothing less, it would appear,
than to document as learnedly as he knew
how both the natural and the necessary
connection between religion and culture.
Countless articles and books would, over the
years, pour forth from that prodigiously
well-stocked brain of his, all in the service
of a single, overarching vision he had of an
integrated life in which faith and the public

life of a people might somehow organically
be joined at the hip.

The key to history, in other words, without
which the past remains impenetrable, is
religion. And for Dawson, of course, there
could only be one religion, that of Roman
Catholicism. Get a fix on that faith, find the
spark plug igniting the engine of belief, and
the whole meaning of human history stands
revealed. “It is the religious impulse which
supplies the cohesive force,” he wrote as far
back as 1929 in Progress and Religion,
“which unifies a society and a culture.

The great civilizations of the world
do not produce the great religions as
a kind of cultural byproduct; in a
very real sense, the great religions
are the foundations on which the
great civilizations rest. A society
which has lost its religion becomes
sooner or later a society which has
lost its culture.

It is no surprise, therefore, that once having
lost the Catholic Thing, which is the only
plot line we’ve got to explain the story we’re
in, we simply haven’t got anything left with
which to give direction and shape to the
culture in which we find ourselves. Apart
from the self-centered self, that is, which is
hardly enough nourishment for anyone,
much less an entire culture. “A people
without history,” warns T.S. Eliot in Four
Quartets, “Is not redeemed from time, for
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history is a pattern / Of timeless
moments...”

For those of us in what nowadays may rather
quaintly be called the Christian West, for
whom the one “great religion” we know,
indeed, the one on which our civilization
depends, is the Roman Catholic religion,
there can be but one explanation for it, to
wit, the Incarnation of God Himself. It is
here that we find the precise pivotal moment
of intersection, the privileged place where
time and eternity meet, where Heaven and
history come miraculously together. How
else can the distant God draw perfectly close
to man unless He were to become an actual
member of our race?

At the still point of the turning world
/There the dance is, and there is only
the dance...

For Christopher Dawson, there was the
inflection point, the point of intersection
where the enfleshment of God took place to
fire the historical imagination. There could
be no other event, no possible happening in
the great sea of history to compare with the
coming of God among us, pitching His tent
in the midst of our human world. Without
that animating impulse of faith binding him
to the Catholic Thing, he would not have
written a single word, no one would have
known a thing about him.

When did we in the West first learn of this,
this unforeseen and apocalyptic turn of
events? It was the moment, as Dawson
would frequently remind us, when an
obscure preacher-man named Paul of Tarsus
left Bithynia behind, thereupon electing to
enter the European world for the first

time. That was the flash point that would set
the Occidental world ablaze. Having just

been enjoined by the Holy Ghost not to
“speak the word in Asia,” to quote that first
Christian historian, St. Luke, who tells the
story in the Book of Acts (16:6-10), Paul
hears in a vision a certain Macedonian
“beseeching him and saying, ‘Come over to
Macedonia and help us.”” Which Paul
straightaway does, setting sail from Troas in
Asia Minor, to Philippi, a Roman colony
north of Greece, which had never before
heard of Christ. The Apostle to the Gentiles
will be the first to speak the word of
salvation to a pagan world.

“This mysterious text,” Joseph Ratzinger
tells us in his masterwork in Catholic
theology Introduction to Christianity,
“might well represent something like a first
attempt at a ‘theology of history,” intended
to underline the crossing of the Gospel to
Europe, ‘to the Greeks’ as a divinely
arranged necessity.”

Necessity or not, it changed the

world. Europe would, in due course,
welcome Christ, in order that a continent
once subservient to Caesar would
dramatically give way to another and very
different King, whose reign would last
forever. And so transformative an event has
God’s coming among us been, so generative
a force did it loose upon the world, that
whole societies once steeped in barbarism
and blood would find, as Dawson himself
tells us, “their principle of unity in the
public profession of the Catholic faith.”

Tacitus was surely right when he insisted
that what most commends the City is not the
nobility of its emperor, nor the strength of
its arms, nor even the wisest of its laws, but
the temples of the gods. It is upon those
pillars alone that the survival of the City
depends. Yes, I shall say it again, Tacitus
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was right. Only he could not know, nor
could anyone have known or even guessed
at the time—not in the absence of grace
could anyone know—that with the
Incarnation of God, the Birth of Jesus Christ
which no one had taken notice of, all
temples save one would come to dust. And
once that Temple was raised up, the Reign

Regis Martin
A Last Word on Catholic Culture

of Christ the King might truly begin.

We are all beneficiaries of that blessed
Event. Shouldn’t we be reminding others of
that fact? Telling them what a good thing it
is to build a culture upon that singular fact
as well?
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Screens Stole Our Focus. These Schools Are Fighting Back

Do you remember the excitement back when
the internet was new?

It was wild that you could post something on
this “world wide web” and anyone could see
it, anywhere in the world.

We couldn’t believe we could type out a
chat message to a friend and she could see it
and write back, and have a whole
conversation, without even needing to pick
up the phone.

But what once felt exciting is now
suffocating. When internet access was rare
and infrequent, it felt fun. Now that it’s all
around us, we are drowning in it.

What screens do to our brains
The signs are all there.

Back in 2010, Nicholas Carr’s The
Shallows: How the Internet Is Changing the
Way We Think, Read and Remember warned
that online reading led to lower
comprehension and retention.

The 2020 film The Social Dilemma revealed
the negative effects of social media, directly
from some of those who designed it.

Then in 2024, The Anxious Generation.
How the Great Rewiring of Childhood Is
Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness made
clear how screen time is harming children’s
mental health and development — so much
so that the Surgeon General called for
“warning labels” on social media last year.

The science is clear: It’s the screens.

Of course, there are benefits to technology:
You’re reading this on a screen, after all,
and we all like living in a world with Google
Maps, online grocery delivery, and online
audiobooks.

But unfettered internet access is doing no
one any favors. We are finding

ourselves unable to focus for long — as if
we were an entire population with symptoms
of ADHD. We can’t look each other in the
eye and have a conversation. Kids

aren’t playing outside. We look at our
phones more than at our spouses or children.
Social media makes us discontented and
stressed.

And honestly, these are the “less bad”
repercussions. | won’t even get into
cyberbullying, online scams and hacks, and
the darker sides of the internet.

The growing tech backlash

If you’re tired of letting your real life suffer
at the expense of the internet, you might be
part of embracing the “tech backlash.” even
if you didn’t realize it. There’s a growing
number of people — many in the younger
generation — pushing back against the
forces enslaving our attention.

Many of us hate what smart phones have
done to our relationships. A low-screen life
is increasingly becoming a goal for people
all over the world.

And if you’re trying to cut back on screen
time? Even better than doing it alone is a
whole community joining together to push
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back against the tech that’s stealing our
attention, focus, and connection.

That’s why many parents want their kids to
go to tech-free schools. In a world where
school districts brag about huge technology
budgets and give every kindergartener an
iPad, many families believe there’s a better
way. They want their children to experience
a slow-paced, calm, relaxed childhood—Ilike
the childhoods so many of us remember.

If you’re one of those parents, you might
appreciate this list of tech-free elementary
schools all over the U.S.

Did we leave out a school near you? Let us
know in the comments!

Tech-free elementary schools

CT — Regina Pacis Academy (PreK-S8)

IL — Kingswood Academy (PreK-S8)

IN — St. Thomas More Academy (PreK—8)
KY — Holy Angels Academy (PreK-S8)

KY — Immaculata Classical Academy (Pre-
K through 12)

MD — Avalon & Brookewood (each K—12)

Theresa Civantos Barber

MD - St. Jerome Academy (PreK-S8)
MI — Resurrection School (PreK—8)

MI — Sacred Heart Academy (PreK—12)
NE — St. John Paul IT Academy (K—12)

ND — Saint Joseph Catholic Montessori
School (PreK—8)

OH — Padre Pio Academy (K-12)

PA — Aquinas Academy of Pittsburgh
(PreK-12)

TX — Magnolia School (K-8)

TX — St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic
School (PK3-8)

TX — Faustina Academy (K—12)
VA — St. Rita School (PreK-S8)
VA — Chelsea Academy (K-12)

VA — Divinum Auxilium Academy (PreK—
8)

WA — St. Charles School (K-8)

Screens Stole Our Focus. These Schools Are Fighting Back
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Pope: Students Need Help Getting in Touch with Inner Selves

Calling on the wisdom of the new Doctor of the Church and his own St. Augustine, Pope Leo
emphasized importance of heart and interiority.

Following on an apostolic letter marking the
60th anniversary of the Vatican Il document
on education, Pope Leo has given multiple
addresses on the role of students and
teachers as the Church marks the Jubilee of
Education.

In an address to students, he pointed out
three challenges. And on Saturday, speaking
with educators, he elucidated four keys to
their mission: the values

of interiority, unity, love and joy.

Here's the full text of his address.

In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Peace be with you!

Dear brothers and sisters, good
morning and welcome!

I am very pleased to meet you,
educators who have come from all
over the world and work at every
level from elementary schools to
universities.

As we know, the Church is both
Mother and Teacher (cf. Saint John
XXIII, Encyclical Letter Mater et
Magistra, 15 May 1961, 1), and you
contribute to personifying her face
for many pupils and students by
dedicating yourselves to their
education. Thanks to the luminous
array of charisms, methodologies,

pedagogies and experiences that you
offer, and your “polyphonic”
involvement in the Church, in
Dioceses, in Congregations,
Religious Institutes, Associations
and Movements, you guarantee
millions of young people a proper
formation, always keeping the good
of the person at the center of the
transmission of humanistic and
scientific knowledge.

I too have been a teacher in the
educational institutions of the Order
of Saint Augustine. [ would like,
therefore, to share my experience
with you by focusing on four aspects
of the doctrine of the Doctor

Gratiae that I consider fundamental
to Christian

education: interiority, unity, love and
joy. These are the principles that |
would like to become the key
elements of our journey together,
making this meeting the beginning of
a shared path of mutual growth and
enrichment.

In regard to the aspect of interiority,
Saint Augustine says that “the sound
of our words strikes the ears, the
Master is within” (In Epistolam
loannis ad Parthos Tractatus 3,13),
and he adds: “Those whom the Spirit
does not teach interiorly depart
without having learned anything”
(ibid.). He thus reminds us that itis a
mistake to think that beautiful words
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or good classrooms, laboratories and
libraries are enough to teach. These
are only means and physical spaces,
certainly useful, but the Teacher is
within. Truth does not spread
through sounds, walls and corridors,
but in the profound encounter
between people, without which any
educational endeavor is doomed to
fail.

We live in a world dominated by
technological screens and filters that
are often superficial, whereas
students need help to get in touch
with their inner selves. And not only
them, but educators too, who are
often tired and overburdened with
bureaucratic tasks, run the real risk
of forgetting what Saint John Henry
Newman summed up in the
expression: cor ad cor
loquitur(*“‘heart speaks unto heart”)
and what Saint Augustine said: “Do
not look without, return to yourself,
for truth dwells within you” (De
Vera Religione, 39, 72). These words
invite us to view formation as a path
that teachers and pupils walk
together (cf. Saint John Paul I,
Apostolic Constitution £x Corde
Ecclesiae, 15 August 1990, 1). They
are aware that they are not searching
in vain, and at the same time know
that they must continue searching
even after having made discoveries.
Only this humble and shared effort —
which in school contexts takes the
form of an educational project — can
bring students and teachers closer to
the truth.

This brings us to the second
word: unity. As you may know, my

motto is: /n illo uno unum. This is
also an Augustinian expression

(cf. Ennaratio in Psalmum 127, 3),
which reminds us that only in Christ
do we truly find unity: as members
united to the Head and as
companions on the journey of
continuous learning in life.

The dimension of “with” is
consistently present in the writings
of Saint Augustine, and it is
fundamental in educational contexts
as a challenge to “decenter” oneself
and as a stimulus to grow. For this
reason, I have decided to revisit and
update the Global Compact on
Education project, which was one of
the prophetic insights of my
venerable predecessor Pope Francis.
After all, our being does not belong
to us, as the Teacher of Hippo
teaches: “your soul belongs not just
to you but to your brothers and
sisters” (Ep. 243, 4). If this is true in
a general sense, it is even more so in
the reciprocity that is typical of
education, in which the sharing of
knowledge can only be seen as a
great act of love.

Indeed, this very word — love — is our
third word. It makes us reflect deeply
on an Augustinian teaching that
states: “The love of God is the first
commandment, the love of neighbor
is the first practice” (In Evangelium
loannis Tractatus 17, 8). In the field
of education, therefore, each one of
us might ask ourselves what
commitment are we making to
address the most urgent needs; what
efforts are we making to build
bridges of dialogue and peace, even
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within teaching communities; what
skills are we developing to overcome
preconceptions or narrow views;
what openness are we showing in co-
learning processes; and what efforts
are we making to meet and respond
to the needs of the most fragile, poor
and excluded? Sharing knowledge is
not enough for teaching: love is
needed. Only then will knowledge be
beneficial to those who receive it, in
itself and above all, for the charity it
conveys. Teaching should never be
separated from love. One of the
current difficulties in our societies is
that we no longer know how to value
sufficiently the great contribution
that teachers and educators make to
the community. But we need to be
careful, because damaging the social
and cultural role of educators means
jeopardizing our own future, and a
crisis in the transmission of
knowledge carries with it a crisis of
hope.

This brings us to the last key

word: joy. True teachers educate
with a smile, and their goal is to
awaken smiles in the depths of their
students’ souls. Today, in our
educational contexts, it is worrying
to see the increasing symptoms of

Kathleen N. Hattrup

widespread inner fragility, at all
ages. We cannot close our eyes to
these silent cries for help; on the
contrary, we must strive to identify
their underlying causes. Artificial
intelligence, in particular, with its
technical, cold and standardized
knowledge, can further cut off
students who are already isolated,
giving them the illusion that they do
not need others or, worse still, the
feeling that they are not worthy of
them. The role of educators, on the
other hand, is a human endeavor; and
the very joy of the educational
process is a fully human
engagement, a “flame to melt our
souls together, and out of many to
make but one” (Saint

Augustine, Confessions, IV, 8,13).

Therefore, dear friends, I invite you
to make these values

— interiority, unity, love and joy — the
“key elements” of your mission to
your students, remembering the
words of Jesus: “as you did it to one
of the least of these my brethren, you
did it to me” (Mt 25:40). Brothers
and sisters, I thank you for the
valuable work you do! I give you my
heartfelt blessing, and I will pray for
you.

Pope: Students Need Help Getting in Touch with Inner Selves
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Newman Officially Doctor; Education for ‘Nothing Less’ Than Holiness

“I pray that Catholic education will help
everyone discover their vocation to
holiness,” said Pope Leo XIV during All
Saints' Day Mass celebrated in St. Peter's
Square on November 1, 2025. During this
liturgy, which also concluded the Jubilee of
Education, the Pontiff proclaimed St. John
Henry Newman (1801-1890) a “Doctor of
the Church” and co-patron of Catholic
schools.

Drawing on the figure of the former
Anglican who converted to Catholicism, the
Pope outlined the major mission of Catholic
education in a world threatened by nihilism
and inequality.

This morning, thousands of faithful visiting
St. Peter's Square were able to see the huge
portrait of Cardinal John Henry Newman
displayed on the facade of the basilica. On
All Saints' Day, which celebrates all those in
heaven, canonized or not, Pope Leo XIV
made a rare gesture at the beginning of the
celebration, as the title of “Doctor of the
Church” had previously been held by only
37 Catholics.

After listening to the biography of Cardinal
Newman, an Anglican intellectual and priest
who converted to Catholicism, the Pope
pronounced these words in Latin: “We,
welcoming the desire of many brothers in
the episcopate and many faithful throughout
the world, after consulting the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints, having given
careful consideration and having reached a
full and certain conviction, with the fullness
of apostolic authority, declare Saint John
Henry Newman a Doctor of the Universal
Church.”

Among the crowd that greeted this
proclamation with loud applause was British
Deputy Prime Minister David Lammy and
the Anglican Archbishop of York, Stephen
Geoffrey Cottrell. Until the January
installation of the new Archbishop of
Canterbury, Sarah Mullally, Cottrell is the
highest authority within the Church of
England.

The Pope welcomed the presence of this
delegation from the Church of England,
which came a few days after the “historic
meeting of prayer” in the Sistine Chapel
with King Charles III, Supreme Governor of
the Church of England. “From Heaven, [St.
John Henry Newman] accompanies
Christians on their journey towards full
unity,” assured the head of the Catholic
Church.

Newman, new co-patron of Catholic
schools

In his homily, Leo XIV justified the date of
this proclamation by recalling that
November 1 marks the conclusion of the
Jubilee of the World of Education this year.
“Newman's imposing cultural and spiritual
stature will serve as an inspiration to new
generations with hearts thirsting for the
infinite,” said the pontiff, also naming the
British doctor co-patron of Catholic schools,
alongside St. Thomas Aquinas.

The Catholic Church has the largest

educational network in the world: more than
231,000 Catholic schools and universities in
171 countries, attended by nearly 72 million
students. In recent days, some 20,000 people
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from 124 countries have participated in the
Jubilee for the World of Education in Rome.

The missions of Catholic education

Throughout his homily, Pope Leo XIV
outlined the mission of Catholic schools and
universities, which he spoke of as

“laboratories of prophecy, where hope is
lived.”

“Shine today like stars in the world, thanks
to the authenticity of your commitment to
the common search for truth,” he began by
saying to educators.

In a world dominated by pessimism, the
head of the Catholic Church also urged them
to work to “free humanity from the darkness
of nihilism that surrounds it” and to spread
“the great reasons for hope.”

For the Pope, “making hope disappear” is
“undoubtedly the most dangerous evil of
contemporary culture.”

Through the witness of educators, Catholic
schools and universities must be “thresholds
to a civilization of dialogue and peace,” he
emphasized.

He also called on Catholic education to
apply the Gospel by giving priority attention
to the poor. “Are those who are born with
fewer opportunities less valuable as human
beings, must they be content with mere
survival?” “ he asked, quoting Dilexi te, his
first apostolic exhortation devoted to love
for the poor.

"The answer we give to these questions
determines the value of our societies and
therefore our future," he said, adding, "The
evangelical quality of our education also

depends on this answer."

Helping everyone to become saints.
“Nothing less.”

A little further on, the Successor of Peter
also warned teachers: “At the center of
educational journeys, there should not be
abstract individuals, but real people,
especially those who seem unable to
contribute according to the parameters of an
economy that excludes and kills.”

Finally, the Pope encouraged educators to
reveal the “vocation to holiness” in every
young person. Praying in English part of St.
John Henry Newman's "Lead Kindly Light,"
he also quoted part of the saint's famous
prayer: “I have a mission, perhaps I will not
know it in this life."

Responding to today’s challenges
may sometimes seem beyond our
capabilities, but this is

not the case. Let us not allow
pessimism to defeat us! [...] This
reference to the darkness that
surrounds us echoes one of Saint
John Henry Newman’s best-known
texts, the hymn “Lead, Kindly
Light.” In that beautiful prayer, we
come to realize that we are far from
home, our feet are unsteady, we
cannot interpret clearly the way
ahead. Yet none of this impedes us,
since we have found our Guide:
“Lead, Kindly Light, amid
th’encircling gloom, Lead Thou me
on!”

Leo XIV concluded by summarizing the
mission of Catholic education today: “We
can therefore say that education, from a
Christian perspective, helps everyone to
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become holy. Nothing less.”

I.Media
Newman Officially Doctor; Education for ‘Nothing Less’ Than Holiness
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Texas Voters to Decide on Parental Rights Amendment in November

The Texas Catholic Conference of Bishops told CNA it supports the “proposed amendment to
recognize the natural right of parents to direct their children’s upbringing.”

Texas voters will head to the polls next
week to consider Proposition 15, the
Parental Rights Amendment, a constitutional
amendment aimed at enshrining parents’
rights in the state constitution.

The measure, if approved, would add
language to the Texas Constitution affirming
that parents have the right “to exercise care,
custody, and control of the parent’s child,
including the right to make decisions
concerning the child’s upbringing” and the
responsibility “to nurture and protect the
parent’s child.”

Texas already ranks among 26 states with a
Parents’ Bill of Rights enshrined in state
law. That existing statute grants parents a
right to “full information” concerning their
child at school as well as access to their
child’s student records, copies of state
assessments, and teaching materials, among
other provisions.

The Texas Catholic Conference of

Bishops told CNA it supports the “proposed
amendment to recognize the natural right of
parents to direct their children’s
upbringing.”

Other supporters include the Baptist General
Convention of Texas Christian Life
Commission, Family Freedom Project,
Texans for Vaccine Choice, Texas Eagle
Forum, Texas Home School Coalition,
Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Texas
Right to Life PAC.

Marcella Burke, a Houston attorney, told
CNA that “it’s good to live in a state where
an amendment like this is on the table.
Parents matter, their kids matter, and
families should be protected against
government interference. That’s exactly
what this amendment seeks to do: keep
governments from interfering with
beneficial family growth and child
development.”

“While these rights to nurture and protect
children are currently safeguarded thanks to
existing Supreme Court case law, there is no
federal constitutional amendment protecting
these rights,” Burke continued.

Opposition to the proposition has come from
both Democratic as well as conservative
advocacy groups.

According to the True Texas Project, a
conservative group of former Tea Party
supporters, the language of the amendment
is too vague. In addition, the

group argues that “Prop 15 would simply
declare that parents have the inherent right
to make decisions for their children. We
should not have to put this into the state
constitution! God has already ordained that
parents are to be responsible for their
children, and government has no place in
family decisions, except in the case of child
abuse and neglect.”

The group says that including the proposed
language in the state constitution “equates to
acknowledgement that the state has
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conferred this right. And we know that what
the state can give, the state can take away.”

Burke said, however, that “an amendment
like this will make governments think twice
and carefully consider any actions affecting
child-rearing. Keep in mind that no rights
are absolute, so in this context, parents don’t

Amira Abuzeid

have the right to abuse their kids — and
that’s the sort of exception the amendment
reads in.”

Katy Faust, founder of children’s advocacy
group Them Before Us, told CNA parental
rights are the “flipside of genuine child
rights.”

https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/us/texas-voters-to-decide-on-parental-rights-amendment-in-

november?redirectedfrom=cna
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Pope Calls for Renewal of Catholic Education Amid Challenges of Modern
Society, Technology

Amid contemporary challenges to schools
and universities — hyper-digitalization,
social insecurity, and the crisis of
relationships — a Catholic education should
courageously teach the whole human person,
Pope Leo XIV writes in a new apostolic
letter.

In “Drawing New Maps of Hope.” Leo
reflects on the role of a Catholic education
60 years after the Oct. 28, 1965,
proclamation of Gravissimum Educationis,
the Second Vatican Council’s declaration on
Christian education.

“The Church celebrates a fruitful
educational history but also faces the
imperative to update its proposals in light of
the signs of the times,” the pope writes in
the letter, published in Italian on Oct. 28.

“We are aware of the difficulties: hyper-
digitalization can fragment attention; the
crisis of relationships can wound the psyche;
social insecurity and inequalities can
extinguish desire,” he says. “Yet, it is
precisely here that Catholic education can be
a beacon: not a nostalgic refuge but a
laboratory of discernment, pedagogical
innovation, and prophetic witness.”

In the eight-page document, the pontiff
identifies three priorities for the educational
community: cultivation of an interior life
through space for silence, discernment, and
dialogue with one’s conscience and with
God; formation in a wise use of technology
and artificial intelligence that puts the
human person first; and education in
language that is peace-building, nonviolent,

and open to others.

He also notes the importance of making
Catholic education financially accessible.

“Where access to education remains a
privilege, the Church must push open doors
and invent new paths, because ‘losing the
poor’ is equivalent to losing the school
itself,” he writes.

Digital challenges

Pope Leo in his letter draws attention to the
digital environment and its impact on
education, underlining that “technologies
must serve the person, not replace them.
They must enrich the learning process, not
impoverish relationships and communities.”

“A Catholic university and school without
vision risks soulless efficiency, the
standardization of knowledge, which then
becomes spiritual impoverishment,” he says.

He urges schools to avoid “technophobia”
while strengthening teachers’ training in the
digital sphere and promoting service-
learning and responsible citizenship.

“No algorithm can replace what makes
education human: poetry, irony, love, art,
imagination, the joy of discovery, and even
education in error as an opportunity for
growth. The decisive point is not technology
but the use we make of it,” the pope writes.

What is Christian education?

The pontiff’s document also provides a
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vision of Christian education that “embraces
the whole person: spiritual, intellectual,
emotional, social, and physical. ...
[Education] measures [its value] on the basis
of dignity, justice, and the ability to serve
the common good.”

He opposes this Catholic vision to a “purely
mercantilistic approach” that measures
education in terms of functionality and
practical utility, he writes.

Leo said forming the whole person means
avoiding compartmentalization, because
“when faith is true, it is not an added
‘subject’ but a breath that oxygenates every
other subject. Thus, Catholic education
becomes leaven in the human community.”

Influence of St. John Henry Newman

The pope cites St. John Henry Newman,
whom he will declare a new co-patron saint
of the Church’s educational mission,
throughout his letter.

Quoting the saint and soon-to-be doctor of
the Church, the pontiff writes that “religious
truth is not only a part but a condition of
general knowledge.”

These words, he explains, “are an invitation
to renew our commitment to knowledge that
is as intellectually responsible and rigorous
as it is deeply human. We must also be
careful not to fall into the enlightenment of a
‘fides’ [faith] that is exclusively paired with
‘ratio’ [reason].”

Hannah Brockhaus

He says this means Catholic universities and
schools should be places where questions
and doubt are accompanied, not silenced.

“There, the heart dialogues with the heart,
and the method is that of listening, which
recognizes the other as a good, not as a
threat,” he says, pointing out that “cor ad cor
loquitur” (“heart speaks to heart”) was St.
John Henry Newman’s motto as a cardinal,
taken from a letter of St. Francis de Sales:
“Sincerity of heart, not abundance of words,
touches the hearts of men.”

Leo points out that schools are communities
of families, teachers, students,
administrative and service staff, pastors, and
civil society, founded on God.

The family remains the primary place of
education, and “Catholic schools collaborate
with parents, they do not replace them,” he
affirms.

Ecological responsibility

The pontiff also touches briefly on Catholic
schools’ responsibility in the social and
ecological spheres.

“Forgetting our common humanity has led
to divisions and violence; and when the
earth suffers, the poor suffer most,” he
writes. “Catholic education cannot remain
silent: It must combine social justice and
environmental justice, promote sobriety and
sustainable lifestyles, and form consciences
capable of choosing not only what is
convenient but what is right.”

Pope Calls for Renewal of Catholic Education Amid Challenges of Modern Society, Technology
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Jesus On the Quad: Students Adore Christ at One of Largest Public
Universities

The Main Quad at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign is usually bustling
with students rushing back and forth — to
classes, dorms, parties and activities.

But on a warm night in early October, the
students weren’t rushing past. Instead they
kept stopping, looking over, pointing and
wondering. What was happening over there?

Hundreds of students were worshiping Jesus
in the Eucharist — sitting or kneeling,
joining in prayerful song, or adoring

quietly.

The University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC) is the fifth largest public
university in the U.S., with close to 60,000
enrolled students.

But that night, its hustle and bustle was
hushed as Jesus became the center of
campus.

Adoration on the Quad for Feast Week

Every week the UIUC St. John's Catholic
Newman Center — the largest Newman
Center in the U.S., with a residence hall that
houses nearly 600 students — hosts Source
+ Summit, a night of Adoration of Jesus in
the Eucharist, with Confession available.

But this week was different. The Newman
Center community was celebrating “Feast
Week,” a whole week of special events to
honor their patron, St. John Henry Newman,
whose feast day is October 9:

What better way to celebrate Feast Week

than to bring Jesus right to the heart of
campus?

“We decided to take it outside and bring
Jesus onto the quad as a way to witness to
the campus who we are and who Jesus is in
the Eucharist, and to bring our faith into the
public square,” said Fr. Daniel McShane,
assistant chaplain at St. John’s Catholic
Newman Center.

“We want to draw students to Christ
and if they're not coming to the
Newman Center, we're going to try
to engage them in different ways by
going out onto campus.”

Great spiritual fruits came from that
encounter. The campus’ FOCUS
missionaries stood outside the event,
prepared to welcome onlookers and explain
what was going on. FOCUS missionary
Clare Campbell told Aleteia just one of the
many encounters she saw:

When we welcomed one young man
to pray, he said, “I don’t know how
to pray.” So a missionary offered to
show him how. They knelt together
and prayed for a while. Then the
young man stayed there, praying
alone, for more than 20 minutes.

A Catholic boom at UIUC
Something incredible is happening on the
UIUC campus. No one can quite explain it,

but there’s been noticeable growth in the
number of Catholic converts.
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“Last year, we had about 40 students

in OCIA,” said Fr. Lee Brokaw. “This year,
130 students have reached out and shown
interest in OCIA, with 80 consistently
attending meetings. We are actively
reaching out to the others to invite them and
meet with them to better understand what
they are seeking and how we can support
them in their faith journey."

On top of that, around 1,000 students are
part of some 80 FOCUS Bible studies on
campus, many taking place in fraternity and
sorority houses.

Fr. McShane described the atmosphere on
campus as “open and curious”:

We have had incredible conversations with
people who are just open to hearing about
God, hearing about the Catholic faith, and
hearing about how they can grow in
relationship with Jesus Christ. It seems like

Theresa Civantos Barber

the college students are looking for
something deeper and something more
fulfilling. Often, that is bringing them into
the Church.

Certainly part of that is the dynamism of the
campus chaplains. The popular 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass at the Newman Center is
typically packed with standing room only, as
the chaplains deliver deeply impactful
homilies.

But the chaplains say the real draw is the
students themselves: “It’s the students.
They’re the ones going out and inviting their
friends and sharing their faith,” said Fr.
Brokaw.

Whatever is happening, the Holy Spirit is
working on this college campus — and by
all accounts, at many other universities
around the world.

Jesus on the Quad: Students Adore Christ at One of the Largest Public Universities
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EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION WITH STUDENTS FROM THE PONTIFICAL

UNIVERSITIES

HOMILY BY HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO X1V

St. Peter's Basilica
Monday, 27 October 2025

Dear brothers and sisters,

To gather in this place during the Jubilee
Year is a gift that we must not take for
granted. Above all, it is a gift because to go
on a pilgrimage, to pass through the Holy
Door, reminds us that life makes sense only
when it is lived as a journey, when it knows
how to keep moving forward, that is, when it
is capable of making the reality of Easter
present.

It is good, then, to think how the Church,
through celebrating the Jubilee in these
months, has been remembering that she
constantly needs to undergo conversion and
that she must always walk behind Jesus
without hesitation and without the
temptation to move on ahead of him. Indeed,
she is always in need of Easter, that is, of
“passing over” from slavery to freedom,
from death to life. I hope that all of you
experience within yourselves the gift of this
hope, and that the Jubilee may be an
opportunity through which your lives can
begin anew.

Today, I would like to address you who are
part of university institutions and all those
who, in various ways, dedicate themselves
to study, teaching and research. What is the
grace that can touch the life of a student, a
researcher, a scholar? I would respond in
this way: it is the grace of an overarching

vision, a perspective capable of grasping the
horizon, of looking beyond.

We can see this insight in the Gospel
passage just proclaimed (Lk 13:10-17),
which presents the picture of a woman who
was bent double and, healed by Jesus, can
finally receive the grace of a new
perspective, a broader vision. This woman’s
condition resembles the condition of
ignorance, which is often linked to being
closed in on ourselves and lacking spiritual
and intellectual restlessness. She is bent
double, turned in on herself, and thus unable
to look beyond herself. When human beings
are incapable of seeing beyond themselves,
beyond their own experiences, ideas and
convictions, beyond their own projects, then
they remain imprisoned, enslaved and
incapable of forming mature judgements.

Like the bent-over woman of the Gospel, the
risk is always that of remaining prisoners of
our self-centered perspective. Yet, in reality,
many of the things that truly matter in life —
we might say, the most fundamental things —
do not come from ourselves; we receive
them from others. They come to us through
our teachers, encounters and life
experiences. This is an experience of grace,
for it heals us from self-absorption. This is a
genuine healing that, just as for the woman
in the Gospel, allows us once again to stand
upright before life and its reality, and to look
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at them with a wider perspective. The healed
woman receives hope, for she can finally lift
her eyes and see something different, can
see in a new way. This especially happens
when we encounter Christ in our lives, when
we open ourselves up to a life-changing
truth capable of making us step out of
ourselves and freeing us from our self-
absorption.

Those who study are “lifted up,” broadening
their horizons and perspectives in order to
recover a vision that does not look
downward, but is capable of looking
upward: toward God, others and the mystery
of life. Indeed, the grace of being a student,
researcher or scholar means accepting a
broad vision that can see far into the
distance; that does not simplify problems
nor fear questions; that overcomes
intellectual laziness and, in doing so, also
defeats spiritual decay.

Let us always remember that spirituality
needs this perspective, to which the study of
theology, philosophy and the other
disciplines contribute in a particular way.
Today, we have become experts in the
smallest details of reality, yet we have lost
the capability of an overarching vision that
integrates things through a deeper and
greater meaning. The Christian experience,
however, wishes to teach us to look at life
and reality with a unified gaze, capable of
embracing everything while rejecting merely
partial ways of thinking.

I thus urge you, students, researchers and
teachers alike, not to forget that the Church
needs this unified perspective for both today
and tomorrow. We can look to the example
of men and women such as Augustine,
Thomas Aquinas, Teresa of Avila, Edith
Stein and many others who knew how to

integrate research into their lives and
spiritual journey. We likewise are called to
advance in our intellectual endeavors and
the search for truth without separating them
from life. It is important to cultivate this
unity so that what happens in university
classrooms and educational environments of
all kinds does not remain an abstract
intellectual exercise. Instead, it becomes
capable of transforming life, and helps us to
deepen our relationship with Christ, to
understand better the mystery of the Church,
and makes us bold witnesses of the Gospel
in society.

Dearest friends, study, research and teaching
bring with them an important educational
responsibility, and I wish to encourage
universities to embrace this calling with
passion and commitment. To educate is
similar to the miracle recounted in today’s
Gospel, for the activity of the educator is to
lift people up, helping them become
themselves and able to develop informed
consciences and the capacity for critical
thinking. Pontifical universities must be able
to continue this “activity” of Jesus. This is a
true act of love, for it is a form of charity
expressed through study, knowledge and the
sincere search for what is true and worth
living for. To feed the hunger for truth and
meaning 1s an essential task, since without
them we would fall into emptiness and even
succumb to death.

On this journey, each of us can also
rediscover the greatest gift of all, which is to
know that we are not alone and that we
belong to someone, as the Apostle Paul
affirms: “For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’...

2
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(Rom 8:14-15). Indeed, what we receive
while we are searching for the truth and
devoting ourselves to study helps us to
discover that we are not creatures cast by
chance into the world, but that we belong to
someone who loves us and who has a plan
of love for our lives.

Dear brothers and sisters, together with you
I ask the Lord that the experience of study
and research during your university years
may render you capable of this new

Pope Leo XIV

perspective. May your academic journey
help you to know how to speak, narrate,
deepen and proclaim the reasons for the
hope that is in us (cf. / Pet 3:15). May the
university form you to be men and women
who are never bent in on themselves but
always upright, capable of bringing the joy
and consolation of the Gospel wherever you
go.

May the Virgin Mary, Seat of Wisdom,
accompany and intercede for you.

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2025/documents/20251027-messa-univ-

pontificie.html
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Tenth Circuit Ruling in CO School Case Is a Major Setback for Religious
Freedom

The Court unanimously ruled that two Catholic preschools in Colorado were ineligible to
participate in the state’s voluntary universal preschool program because their officials were
unwilling to comply with its nondiscrimination requirement.

The September 30th ruling, S7. Mary
Catholic Parish in Littleton v. Roy, is a
major setback for religious freedom.

In the most far-reaching part of its order, the
Tenth Circuit Court unanimously ruled that
two Catholic preschools in Colorado were
ineligible to participate in the state’s
voluntary UPK or universal preschool
program because their officials were
unwilling to comply with its
nondiscrimination requirement to “provide
eligible children an equal opportunity to
enroll and receive preschool services
regardless of...sexual orientation [and]

gender identity.”

I will briefly review the facts and judicial
history in St. Mary before reflecting on its
significance for religious liberty.

St. Mary Catholic Parish in Littleton v. Roy

Litigation arose when officials in two
Catholic parishes and their preschools, along
with parents who hoped to enroll their
children in a UPK-eligible preschool,
challenged a provision in state law that
excluded them as violating their First
Amendment rights to the free exercise of

religion.

The program, which was adopted in 2022,
reimburses institutions for providing at least
fifteen hours of free preschool per week for
eligible children regardless of their races,
ethnicities, religious affiliations, sexual

orientations, and other characteristics or
those of their families. In its first year, the
program covered almost 40,000 youngsters
or about 60 percent of Colorado’s eligible
four-year-olds, including forty faith-based
preschools caring for more than 900
children.

After the federal trial court directed the
schools to admit all students regardless of
their sexuality, the Tenth Circuit agreed that
the UPK’s antidiscrimination provision did
not violate the First Amendment. In its
review, the panel differentiated three recent
Supreme Court cases (discussed

below: Trinity Lutheran Church of
Columbia v. Comer, Espinoza v. Montana
Department of Revenue, and Carson v.
Malkin), agreeing that states cannot deny
generally applicable benefits to recipients
solely because they are religious.

Instead, the Tenth Circuit agreed with
Colorado that the law was neutral toward
religion and generally applicable. The panel
observed that “[w]hile the Constitution
protects religious freedom, courts have long
recognized the simple reality that the
government must be able to enforce the law
equally against everyone, no matter an
individual’s beliefs.”

The panel next examined Masterpiece
Cakeshop v. Civil Rights Commission, in
which the Supreme Court found that
Colorado officials violated a baker’s right to
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the free exercise of religion by displaying
overt hostility to his belief that prevented
him from preparing a cake for individuals
entering a “same-sex union”. Without
explaining how, the court argued that,
unlike Masterpiece Cakeshop, officials
“made every effort to encourage faith-based
preschools to participate (short of violating
state law by granting exceptions to the
nondiscrimination requirement).” In fact, the
court declared that “[t|he program is a
model example of maintaining neutral and
generally applicable nondiscrimination laws
while nonetheless trying to accommodate
the exercise of religious beliefs.”

Yet, the court ignored that the law would
have trammeled the schools’ beliefs on
sexuality by attempting to compel them to
act in ways inconsistent with their faiths.

The court next rejected the preschools’
assertion that the antidiscrimination
provision was subject to strict scrutiny, the
most stringent form of constitutional
analysis when governmental action restricts
fundamental rights such as the free exercise
of religion. When courts apply strict
scrutiny, because narrowly tailored state
actions must be justified by compelling
interests, they typically fail. Instead, the
court viewed the provision as subject

to rational basis analysis under which a
state’s action is permissible “so long as it is
rationally related to a legitimate government

purpose” such as ending discrimination.

Without explicating how educators
respected the religious freedom of the
preschools, the court simply reiterated that
because “Colorado’s UPK program went to
great effort to be welcoming and inclusive
of faith-based preschools’ participation. The
nondiscrimination requirement exists in

harmony with the First Amendment and
does not violate the Parish Preschools’ First
Amendment rights.”

Reflection and analysis

Four aspects of St. Mary negatively impact
religious freedom.

First, as difficult as it is to make sense of the
actions of Colorado state educational
officials, the attitude of the Tenth Circuit,
which described the preschools’ critiques of
the law and the director implementing it “as_
mere doublespeak’” is at least as troubling.
It is unclear why the court joined officials in
demonstrating a clear antipathy, even
hostility, toward the Catholic preschools and
parents.

It is also perplexing why the Tenth Circuit
downplayed the trilogy of cases on aid in
which Chief Justice Roberts authored the
opinions. In 2017’s Trinity Lutheran,
determining that Missouri could not deny a
Lutheran preschool the opportunity to
participate in a program to purchase rubber
playground surface materials made from
recycled tires, Roberts emphasized that “the
exclusion of Trinity Lutheran Church from a
public benefit for which it is otherwise
qualified, solely because it is a church, is_
odious to our Constitution all the same, and
cannot stand.”

Three years later, in Espinoza, the Court
invalidated Montana’s constitutional
prohibition of public aid to “sectarian
schools” because it lacked a compelling
governmental interest. Then, in

2022’s Carson, the Court invalidated a
Maine statute excluding “sectarian” schools
from a program providing tuition assistance
to parents in districts lacking secondary
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schools as violating the Free Exercise
Clause because it was neither neutral toward
religion nor allowed parents to send their
children to the schools of their choice.

According to the Tenth Circuit, these cases
“are different from the nondiscrimination
requirement in Colorado’s UPK statute”
because it “is not attempting to prohibit
funds from being used for religious
purposes.” Considering that Colorado
excluded both preschools from the program,
this is at best a distinction without a
difference because officials essentially
discriminated against Catholics by denying
them funds they would have used to educate
children from a Catholic perspective. How
was this not a religious purpose?

The second troubling aspect concerns
perceptions of Catholics who are trying to
live out their faiths, as the court
acknowledged that “[m]any faith-based
preschools—including Catholic
preschools under the Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Denver—currently
participate in UPK.” That is, in light of the
court’s observation, Catholic leaders run the
risk of scandalizing faithful members of
their flocks by complying with the
antidiscrimination provision that is at odds
with Church teachings. As such, it is
perplexing that Catholic leaders were not
more supportive of the two schools that
refused to accept the provision because it
might have forced them to violate Church
teachings on sexuality.

Third, it is problematic why supporters of a
“live and let live” approach are unwilling to
respect diverse religious perspectives by
trying to compel Catholics to violate their
beliefs on sexuality. Colorado officials lost
sight of the fact that the free exercise of

religion applies equally to all Americans,
who should be able to live as they wish
without being accused of discrimination.

The fourth concern addresses why parents
would consider sending their “gender-
nonconforming” children to preschools
whose values are so inconsistent with their
own beliefs and lifestyles, regardless of the
quality of their programming. Plus, how
many parents are raising preschoolers who
can truly identify independently as
transgender?

Finally, as reflected in Masterpiece
Cakeshop and a second case the Tenth
Circuit glossed over, Creative 303 v. Elenis,
Colorado officials have a poor record of
protecting religious freedom. In Creative
303, the Supreme Court reasoned that the
Civil Rights Commission violated the rights
of a Christian wedding website designer by
attempting to force her to violate her beliefs
by offering her services to a same-sex
couple.

In both Masterpiece Cakeshop and Creative
303, the Supreme Court chastised
Colorado’s Civil Rights Commission for
trying to compel Christians to communicate
messages inconsistent with their faiths.
Accordingly, it 1s difficult to see how the
actions of Colorado officials in Sz.

Mary differ significantly, as they ignored the
preschools’ religious rights by seeking to
order them to violate their deeply held
beliefs by accepting students whose
lifestyles are incompatible with Catholic
teachings. While it is unclear whether the
preschools will appeal to the Supreme
Court, even if they do, it is doubtful that
officials in a state as left-leaning as
Colorado will learn to respect religious
freedom.
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Charles J. Russo, M.Div., J.D., Ed.D.
Tenth Circuit Ruling in CO School Case Is a Major Setback for Religious Freedom
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Beauty and Order: New England Catholic School Uses Classical Architecture
to Form Students

Step inside St. Benedict Classical Academy, an ambitious project — which ultimately cost $20
million — to create a new pre-K-to-grade 8 school building.

The headmaster of St. Benedict Classical
Academy (SBCA), an independent Catholic
school in Natick, Massachusetts, often says
that architecture is a student’s first teacher.

Jay Boren was so convinced of the
formative power of a school’s physical
space that, five years ago, he launched an
ambitious project — which ultimately cost
$20 million — to create a new pre-K-to-
grade 8 school building.

The building was meant to reflect SBCA’s
mission to offer a classical Catholic
education that cultivates “intellectual and
moral virtue in a joyful, Christ-centered
environment, rooted in the riches of Catholic
magisterial teaching as defined by the
Catechism of the Catholic Church,”
according to the school’s website.

Rooted in the Catholic intellectual tradition,
SBCA’s curriculum draws on the
foundations of Western civilization. In
kindergarten, the students are introduced to
Latin and begin conjugating verbs in third
grade. And all students receive instruction in
the art of public speaking.

Completed last December, the campus
welcomed students midway through the
academic year. As the school begins its first
full year in the new space, the building
stands as a physical expression of the
beauty, order and tradition that define its
mission.

The new building, designed on the
principles of classical architecture, is
nothing short of stunning. Its symmetrical
facade, portico, arches and Ionic columns
blend beautifully with its Colonial-era
white-clapboard exterior, making it feel
perfectly at home in its New England
setting.

“The children understand that if they’re
going to school in a building that looks like
this, it must be important,” Boren told the
Register.

Boren says he has already seen the fruits of
the new school building.

For one thing, there are waiting lists in
almost every grade. This year, 365 students
have enrolled in the school — that’s up from
the 45 pupils who attended when Boren
arrived 10 years ago.

He said the design of the building, its
symmetry, high ceilings and light-filled
rooms impact students even if they are not
quite aware of it.

“There’s balance and there’s order that
naturally draws their hearts and minds to
God,” Boren said.

“What needs to be the hallmark of our
school is a faithful joy. We want people to
look and say, ‘Why are those people so
happy,’” he said. “This building is able to
articulate that in its own architecture. It’s
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just so beautiful.”

Nicolas Charbonneau, the architect who
designed the school building, explained to
the Register that buildings built on the
principles of classical architecture are so
beautiful to look at in part because they are
in harmony with the natural world. They are
built according to the design of the human
body and the way we perceive the world
around us.

“The idea is that when we’re looking at a
building it appears that it should

be standing up on its own two feet, so to
speak, and that any of the elements that
we’re looking at convey the fact that this is
responding to our natural understanding of
physics,” explained Charbonneau, principal
and partner of Sacred Architecture Studio at
Harrison Design.

Similarly, Charbonneau said, in classical
architecture, the whole relates to the parts, in
the same way that the whole body is
proportionally related to its parts, as
illustrated by Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian
Man drawing.

In classical architecture, every part of an
edifice, built according to classical
principles, was designed to be in proportion
to the whole.

“All those elements within it — the base, the
diameter of the column shaft, the capital, all
the bits and pieces of the entablature
[superstructure of moldings] — those all had
a ratio where it’s in proportion to each
other,” Charbonneau explained.

“No matter if it was a very large or a very
small piece, all those components had some
rational proportion to them,” Charbonneau

added.

“That was the ancient understanding of the
human body. Then the architecture should
reflect that as well. If we understand the
human body as being created in the image
and likeness of God, we’re just reflecting the
way that God has created the human
person.”

“There should be some reflection of the
intent of the design of the human body in the
buildings that those beings inhabit,” he said.
A philosophy major as an undergraduate at
Anna Maria College in Massachusetts,
Charbonneau fell in love with classical
architecture while participating in a study-
abroad program in Rome.

“I just had no idea that it could be so
magnificent,” he said, describing walking
into St. Peter’s Basilica as an “otherworldly
experience.”

“That was really the intent, right? It was to
make something so magnificent that it’s a
reflection of the glory of God,”
Charbonneau added.

Upon his return to the United States, he
pursued a career in construction and then
enrolled in a graduate program in
architecture, only to discover that the kind of
architecture he loved was looked upon with
disdain.

“They would say things like, ‘That looks
like that’s from the Renaissance,’”
explaining, “The Renaissance is a pejorative
term in design schools these days.”

Charbonneau said that the design for St.
Benedict’s Classical Academy would
probably be seen as “derivative” by some
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people, part of what he calls “the prevailing
architectural educational culture.”

He went on to study classical architecture at
the University of Notre Dame, under
Thomas Gordon Smith, the founder of the
program, and Duncan Stroik, who he calls
“the king of classical sacred architecture.”

At Notre Dame, he found exactly what he
wanted to study.

“I don’t frankly care about the arguments
against employing the classical forms,” he
said.

“I think that they’re so rooted in some of the
fundamental principles of who we are as
human beings, but also the way it fits within
Western civilization. I think there’s no
reason not to do it,” he said.

At St. Benedict’s, the principles of classical
architecture are most apparent in the
school’s grand entry hall, which
Charbonneau says is “the finest room in the
building.”

The eyes are drawn upward to the coffered
ceilings, ornate chandeliers and sacred art
decorating the walls. The diffused light from
the cupola is an apt metaphor, Charbonneau
says, for the “light of the intellect that comes
from our Creator.”

“It provides student, teacher and visitor with
a sense of the great undertaking that is

classical education,” he said.

Boren, too, sees the entry hall as the space

Zelda Caldwell

that best articulates the mission of St.
Benedict’s.

“It’s really the hallmark of the school. It’s
just beautiful,” he said.

The headmaster is also particularly proud of
what makes the school uniquely Catholic:
the flower garden, where students go to pray
the Rosary and to read. The headmaster is
currently engaged in raising money for the
next stage of the building: St. Benedict’s
chapel, also designed by Charbonneau’s
firm.

At the end of the day, though, it’s the
community — not the building — that
makes the school, according to Boren.

The first priority, he said, is to raise money
each year to make the school affordable. The
school offers $1.3 million a year in financial
aid and keeps the tuition at a little over
$13,000, far less than most private schools
in the area charge.

Even that is a “real struggle” for some
families, he said. “But those families keep
the culture of the school what it is; it’s really
important for them to be able to come here.”

Many families, he said, are driving up to an
hour and a half to get to St. Benedict’s (one
family comes from as far away as Rhode
Island), which Boren said is “really
remarkable and humbling.”

He added: “They’re coming to us for our
mission and so we have to deliver the
misson. It’s really important.”

https://www.ncregister.com/features/st-benedict-classical-academy-profile
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Patronal Prayers

For devotees of Cardinal Newman, the
coming week was already highly
anticipated, with his formal declaration as a
Doctor of the Church on the solemn feast of
All Saints. Then this week, the Vatican
announced that Pope Leo XIV would also
name him the co-patron saint of Catholic
education, along with St. Thomas Aquinas.

A happy thing, as few have given as much
thought to the philosophy of education as St.
John Henry, particularly regarding his (ill-
fated) project in Dublin to found a Catholic
university. Though the combination of
Aquinas and Newman — or the combination
of Aquinas and anyone? — is formidable, I
confess I never think of them as

teachers, per se.

Scholars, certainly. And seekers of truth,
more students themselves even than teachers
of others. Both were creatures of the
university — and professors do research and
teach, with many accepting the latter as the
price of doing the former. It’s not unusual
for the most accomplished scholars to teach
very little, if at all. In the event, both patrons
taught more through their writing rather than
their lectures or tutorials.

The Aquinas-Newman dyad is a happy one
for another reason, in that over many years
on campus their prayers were the ones I
most recommended to students, fitting for
their stage of life. Both wrote prayers and
hymns. St. Thomas gave us the hymns for
Corpus Christi, and I consider no occasion
unsuitable for Praise to the Holiest in the
Height (here), Newman’s hymn from 7he
Dream of Gerontius.

The prayers I recommended to students were
Aquinas’ Prayer before Study and
Newman’s Mission of My Life. Not only
young students can profit by praying them.

The Thomistic prayer before study appears
here and there in different forms. The
estimable Dominican friars of the St. Joseph
Province use this version:

Creator of all things, true source of
light and wisdom, origin of all being,
graciously let a ray of your light
penetrate the darkness of my
understanding.

Take from me the double darkness in
which I have been born, an obscurity
of sin and ignorance. Give me a keen
understanding, a retentive memory,
and the ability to grasp things
correctly and fundamentally.

Grant me the talent of being exact in
my explanations and the ability to
express myself with thoroughness
and charm.

Point out the beginning, direct the
progress, and help in the completion.
I ask this through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The version I first learned when I was an
undergraduate appears in the Raccolta, and
expands the initial salutation:

Infinite Creator, who in the riches of
Thy wisdom didst appoint three
hierarchies of Angels and didst set
them in wondrous order over the
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highest heavens, and who didst
apportion the elements of the world
most wisely...

It reminds us why Thomas is the Angelic
Doctor, and a reminder too that intelligences
have a lofty place in God’s providence. I
could never remember what the three
hierarchies of angels were, but no matter, it
was pleasing to think that they were
watching over me.

The Raccolta’s English translation speaks of
“copious eloquence,” but the Dominican
version above goes with “thoroughness and
charm.” I prefer the latter, as the world
needs more wholesome and holy charm.
Students, it seems to me, would learn better
from charming teachers, even though neither
Aquinas nor Newman are often thought of
as charming. Newman, though, does propose
in his “definition of a gentleman” a kind of
charm as desirable.

Education depends upon good teachers, but
the goal of education is to effect some good
in the students. Thus, Aquinas and Newman
are exemplary models, for their
achievements in the life of the mind, the
search for truth, effected in them genuine
goodness, the witness of holiness.

The Prayer before Study was never as
popular as Newman’s Mission of My Life,
which many memorized. Study, after all, can
be hard. A mission is exciting.

Newman’s prayer is simply one of the best
ever written in English and, while resonant
with the young whose future is open before
them, could be prayed with great comfort
and sincerity even around a deathbed.

God has created me to do Him some

definite service.

He has committed some work to me
which He has not committed to
another. I have my mission.

I may never know it in this life, but I
shall be told it in the next. [ am a link
in a chain, a bond of connection
between persons. He has not created
me for naught.

I shall do good; I shall do His work. I
shall be an angel of peace, a preacher
of truth in my own place, while not
intending it if I do but keep His
commandments.

Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever
I am, I can never be thrown away. If
I am in sickness, my sickness may
serve Him, in perplexity, my
perplexity may serve Him. If I am in
sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him.
He does nothing in vain.

He knows what He is about. He may
take away my friends. He may throw
me among strangers. He may make
me feel desolate, make my spirits
sink, hide my future from me. Still,
He knows what He is about.

There is a touch of divine humor in the
patron of Catholic education writing of
“perplexity” serving God, but Newman
knew that it could. And “perplexity” is
simply a delightful word, used too rarely in
prayer and ordinary speech, which is strange
given that the perplexed are superabundant.
Certainly, students experience perplexity,
and it is reassuring to know that it, too, can
serve God.
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The prayers of Catholic education’s patrons
underscore that education includes, but is
not exhausted by, knowledge. It is about an
encounter which can become a relationship;
St. John Paul the Great noted in Fides et
Ratio that the ancient philosophers
considered friendship the most “appropriate
context” for education. The teacher shares
with the student something he has, but does
not lose, when the student acquires it. That
is a kindness, a sharing of a now common
good, an act of friendship — even if the
teacher is a bit grumpy. Better to be
charming.

The ultimate friendship which Catholic

Fr. Raymond J. de Souza
Patronal Prayers

education offers is friendship with God. To
study, to search for truth, to discover a
mission — all this is to experience the
astonishing reality that God wishes to share
what He alone possesses in all fullness. Both
Aquinas and Newman knew that, lived that,
and proposed that to others.

There are prayers before and after meals.
Why not prayers before and after class? At
the beginning, asking for the “ray of [divine]
light” to illumine the teacher and students
alike. And after, should, despite the
teacher’s best efforts, perplexity prevail, to
know that it serves Him too.
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Why Did Denmark Make Mothers Pass a Parenting Test (with Math
Problems) to Keep Their Babies?

Recent media coverage of an 18-year-old
woman from Greenland's legal battle to
regain custody of her baby after the child
was taken from by government authorities
just an hour after birth has cast a light on the
long-standing use of state-mandated
parenting tests to determine whether the
parent is fit to raise their child.

Should a parent fail the test — which
includes math problems and geography
questions — the government can forcibly
take the child away.

That's what happened to Ivana Bronlund.

Protests in Denmark and Greenland this
summer called for Bronlund to be reunited
with her daughter, born Aug. 11. Supporters
did not take issue with the use of parental-
competence tests per se. Instead, they argued
that the parental-competence tests

were biased against Greenlanders because
they were not sufficiently sensitive to
Greenlandic culture.

For Catholics, though, the tests raise deeper
questions about parental rights and the
relationship between the state and the
family.

The Controversy

The parental-competence test, or FKU, is
carried out by a psychologist and consists of
psychological evaluation interviews with the
parents and children, observations of their
interactions, and even math problems. As
reported in an article in The Guardian about
a similar case this summer, the test includes

questions like “What is glass made of?”” and
“What is the name of the big staircase in
Rome?” It is designed to determine
personality, cognitive abilities, intelligence
and psychological health, among other
things. It takes about 15 to 20 hours to
complete and is conducted over the course
of several months. It is not required for all
parents. Local governments in Denmark’s
municipalities (similar in size to U.S.
counties) only require the investigation
when they judge that there are significant
welfare concerns in a household.

This past January, the Danish government
— eager to improve relations with
Greenland following Donald Trump’s calls
for closer ties or annexation with the U.S. —
responded to concerns about the test by
discontinuing its use for Greenlanders. The
decision took effect several months later.

While Bronlund’s daughter was born in
August, after the rule change,

officials determined that she was sufficiently
Danish to be subjected to the test because
she had lived in mainland Denmark since
she was a baby. A major reason the
government deemed Bronlund unfit to
parent was that her father had abused her as
a child.

The one hour she was allotted with her
daughter “was the best hour of my life,” she
told The New York Times in a Sept.

15 article.

Greenlandic parents are now assessed by a
new special unit called VISO that has
expertise in Greenlandic culture and
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language. The normal test requirement,
however, is still in force for others in
Denmark.

Sophie, a woman from Denmark whose
three children were taken from her in

2021, told the Danish news site DR, “I can’t
even describe how I felt afterwards. I didn’t
want to be anywhere. It was so hard to be in
my body.”

Danish Minister for Social Affairs and
Housing Sophie Haestorp

Andersen acknowledged that “a severe
mistake has been made” in subjecting
Bronlund to the test, despite the removal of
the requirement for Greenlanders.

On Sept. 22, a national appeals board ruled
that Bronlund is to be reunited with her
daughter.

In 2022, a total of 2,712 children in
Denmark were placed in foster care against
their parents’ will. This number reflects the
total number of children removed, not just
those in cases in which a parent took and
failed the test. According to the Danish
Institute for Human Rights, the issue of
family separation is much more likely to
affect Greenlandic families; 7% of children
in Greenland live outside the home,
compared to 1% across Denmark as a whole.

Some argue that prejudice makes
government officials more likely to suspect
Greenlanders of being incompetent in
parenting.

The degree to which prejudice plays a role is
unclear, but Greenland suffers from deep
societal ills. It has one of the world’s
highest alcoholism rates and, if counted as a
separate country, has the world’s highest

suicide rate, more than twice as high as
Guyana, the second on the list. According to
the 2018 “Greenland Population Survey” by
Greenland’s National Board of

Health, 20% of children born after 1995 had
been exposed to sexual abuse.

The resolution of Bronlund’s case came just
before Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
traveled to Greenland to deliver

an apology on behalf of the Danish
government for an even more egregious case
of state intrusion on the life of the family.

A newly released 347-page report details
that, beginning in the 1960s, Denmark
carried out a forced sterilization campaign
on Inuit women in Greenland. The women
and girls — some as young as 12 years old
— were implanted with contraceptive
devices without consent or knowledge of the
procedure’s effects. Half of fertile women in
Greenland in the 1960s and 1970s had IUD
implantations. The sterilizations were
carried out in the name of preventing
overpopulation in Greenland, whose
population had been increasing along with
living standards. The island’s population,
now roughly 57,000, has been stagnant since
the early *90s.

A Violation of Parents’ God-Given Rights

“This 1s an outrageous example of state
intrusion into the family,” said Stephen
Krason of the Bronlund case. Krason,
professor emeritus of political science at
Franciscan University and president of the
Society of Catholic Social Scientists, has
written on issues of family rights and is the
editor of the 2023 book Parental Rights in
Peril.

“How can you really turn something like
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parental capability into a matter of
something you can determine from some
kind of a test? ... [It’s] one of the flimsiest
things I’ve ever encountered, frankly.”

In the 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum, a
seminal work of Catholic social teaching,
Pope Leo XIII lends strong support to the
parents’ right to authority over their
children, free from state interference.

“Paternal authority can be neither abolished
nor absorbed by the State,” he wrote. “The
contention ... that the civil government
should at its option intrude into and exercise
intimate control over the family and the
household is a great and pernicious error.”

Leo grants that the state may intervene in the
affairs of the family, but only in cases in
which family members pose a grave risk to
each other.

Guillermo Morales Sancho has worked on
issues of parents’ and children’s rights since
2017 and serves as an attorney for Alliance
Defending Freedom International, an
organization based in Vienna that advocates
for Christians and Christian values in legal
cases around the world. ADF International
has brought numerous parental-rights cases
before the European Court of Human
Rights, including the landmark 2019 Strand
Lobben v. Norway case in which the court
ruled against the state’s attempt to approve
an adoption of a child who had been forcibly
removed from the mother’s care.

Morales Sancho argues that the issue with
the Danish tests is that they invert the
burden of proof, assuming that the parents
are incompetent until proven otherwise by a
state psychologist.

“It is the exact polar opposite,” he said.
“Parents enjoy the rebuttable presumption of
properly taking care of their children, and
only when neglect or abuse is proven is
public power’s subsidiary intervention
justified, using the least restrictive means,
with the aim of making itself unnecessary.”

When State Replaces God and Family

Scandinavians are no strangers to far-
reaching state intervention in their personal
lives. Denmark, Sweden and Norway are
famous for their generous welfare programs,
high taxes and widespread trust in
government.

Iben Thranholm, a Danish journalist and
convert to Catholicism, explained that this is
also the reason they are some of the world’s
least religious countries.

“[The] state is our father, mother and
nanny,” she observed. “Many Danes tend to
think, ‘I don’t need God because the state
can provide for me.””

When government cares for every need,
from health care to education to housing, the
need to rely on God and family members is
less palpable. She pointed out that 40% of
households in Denmark are occupied by
only one individual. If a woman wants to
start a family, she doesn’t even need a man:
Denmark will pay the costs for artificial
insemination. The result of this detachment
from God and family, she said, is a spiritual
pandemic of loneliness, anxiety and
depression.

“And the state cannot do anything about
that,” said Thranholm. “The state cannot
make you feel loved or create a family for

2

you.
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In the modern secular Denmark created by
the welfare state and the cultural changes of
the 1960s, hospitals have become the new
churches. “When people ... realize that the
system ... cannot anymore rescue them
because their sickness is so serious that
they’re probably going to die, or there’s
nothing more that can be done, then people
start to think about God.”

Parental Rights in America

Serious issues with parental rights are not
limited to Denmark. As Morales Sancho
explained, “Countries like Sweden, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands, Croatia
and many others have repeatedly been found
to violate parental rights.” He pointed out
that a major rising issue in Europe is
collaboration between government
institutions and trans activists to carry out
forced removals when parents do not
support gender transition for their trans-
identifying children.

America has major problems too, said
Krason. The 1974 Mondale Act, which
established Child Protective Services, gave
the government far too much ability to

Luke Larson

interfere in the life of the family, he argued.

“The child protective system has been
abusive, utterly abusive, of [the] legitimate
integrity of the family and rights of parents,”
Krason said. “Anything can be put into the
category of child neglect. ... The definition
is not precise at all.”

He advocates for a long-overdue reform of
Child Protective Services that would remove
the authority of social workers trained in
ideological and family-skeptical university
programs and replace them with clear
definitions of abuse in the criminal legal
code.

He adds that genuine abuse and neglect are
quite rare in intact families and that
problems are more likely to arise from
parents cohabiting with partners not related
to the child.

It is still unclear when exactly Bronlund and
her daughter will be together again. When it
does happen, it will be both a joyful day for
Bronlund and a small symbolic victory for
the family in Denmark. In an Instagram post
following the reversal of the decision, she
wrote, “My heart is whole again.”

https://www.ncregister.com/news/denmark-makes-greenland-mothers-take-parenting-test
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Minnesota Archbishop Delivers Letters from Annunciation School to Pope
Leo XIV

Archbishop Bernard Hebda of St. Paul-
Minneapolis delivered letters from victims
of the Annunciation School shooting to Pope
Leo XIV during a recent visit to Rome.

The letters from students and their family
members thanked Leo for his prayers in
wake of the deadly shooting that claimed
two lives and injured dozens more on Aug.
27, according to a newsletter posted by
Hebda on Oct. 20.

Hebda said the opportunity to deliver the
letters to Leo had made their first meeting
Oct. 2 “particularly meaningful” for him.

“Our prayers for the victims of the tragic
shooting during a school Mass in the
American state of Minnesota,” Leo had said
on Aug. 31 after leading the weekly Angelus
prayer from a window overlooking St.
Peter’s Square.

“The loss of life on that occasion was
horrific and the impact on students, teachers,
and their families traumatizing,” Hebda said,
adding: “I asked Pope Leo for his continued
prayers for Sophia Forchas and the other
survivors who continue their recovery, and
especially his prayers for those who might
find it difficult to return to Annunciation
Church or even to the celebration of Mass.”

Forchas, 12, was shot in the head during the
attack and remains in an inpatient

rehabilitation program after having been

Madalaine Elhabbal

moved from critical care in September,
according to an update from her parents on
their GoFundMe.

“Most of us would agree that the horror of
the Aug. 27 shooting was magnified by the
fact that it took place in the context of Mass,
that most sacred of gatherings for our
Catholic community,” Hebda continued.
“It’s at the Mass where we come together to
join in Jesus’ offering of himself to the
Father and where we have the opportunity to
be nourished by God’s word and the
Eucharist. Like all of our churches,
Annunciation is sacred because it has been
set apart for divine worship. That’s clear
from the very inscription we find on the
facade: ‘This Is the House of God and the
Gate of Heaven.’”

Hebda’s meeting with Leo took place during
the archbishop’s visit to Rome for the
ordination of two seminarians as deacons.

St. Paul Seminary posted a video of the
archbishop with Leo, writing: “Our very
own shepherd Archbishop Hebda had the
great honor to meet Pope Leo XIV during
his recent visit to Rome!”

Hebda can be seen in the video holding a
folder while speaking with the Holy Father
in St. Peter’s Square.

The archdiocese did not immediately reply
to a request for comment.

Minnesota Archbishop Delivers Letters from Annunciation School to Pope Leo XIV
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Magis Center Launches AI App on Faith, Science

Magis Center released this week an artificial
intelligence (Al) app designed to provide
instant, science-based answers to questions
about the Church and Catholic moral
teachings.

MagisAl was announced Oct. 20 by

the Magis Center, an organization created by
philosopher and author Father Robert
Spitzer, SJ, to explore the relationship
between science, philosophy, reason, and
faith. The free app draws information from
Spitzer’s 20 books including “Christ,
Science, and Reason’ and “Science at the
Doorstep to God.”

The app provides spoken answers to users’
questions accompanied by the text and
reference. If the answer is too technical or
confusing, the app can provide
simplifications as needed, the Magis Center
reported.

“Whether you’re a teacher helping students
navigate secular questions, a parent guiding
your family, or anyone seeking clarity on
faith, magisAl equips you with instant,
credible answers grounded in reason,
science, and Church teaching,” the
organization wrote.

MagisAl covers a wide range of topics
within the Church including Catholic
doctrine, Christian life and morality, and
Scripture and history. It provides evidence
for God and Jesus with explanations
rooted in science, philosophy, and history,
the organization wrote. It also answers
science-based questions from quantum
cosmology to evolution.

Through its question-and-answer format,
magisAl says it addresses “the real
challenges Catholics face in today’s secular
environment.” It combats issues including
cultural pressure, faith formation gaps,
accessibility of knowledge, and language
barriers by offering answers in 40 different
languages.

MagisAl follows a number of new Catholic
Al tools created to provide prompt and
accurate information to those hoping to
further their understanding of Church
teaching, including Longbeard, Magisterium
Al, and Truthly.

While Catholic companies are working to
use the technology for good, it is important
that Catholics remain aware of the harms of
Al and potential threats to human dignity,
the Vatican said. As Al has become a
controversial topic, Pope Leo XIV has said
that addressing the challenges of the
technology will be a theme of his teaching.

In a September explanatory note on media,
the Vatican wrote: “As Catholics we can and
should give our contribution, so that people
— especially youth — acquire the capacity
of critical thinking and grow in the freedom
of the spirit.”

“The challenge is to ensure that humanity
remains the guiding agent,” the note said.
“The future of communication must be one
where machines serve as tools that connect
and facilitate human lives rather than erode
the human voice.”

152



https://www.magiscenter.com/blog/introducing-magisai
https://www.magiscenter.com/
https://www.magiscenter.com/father-spitzer
https://www.magiscenter.com/father-spitzer
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/266829/catholics-must-respond-to-ai-threat-to-authentic-human-communication-vatican-says

Tessa Gervasini
Magis Center Launches Al App on Faith, Science
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Poetry as Prayer, and Prayer as Poetry

Of all the arts, poetry is the most inherently
religious. Although it is often defined by the
use of figurative language, rhythm, and
sound devices, what really separates poetry
from prose is its subject matter, which
transcends the literal and soars into the
metaphysical. The techniques of poetry are
secondary causes that serve the primary
cause of exploring the deep nature of things.

Of course, in a post-Christian, postmodern,
and increasingly post-literate culture, few
people appreciate poetry, let alone read it. It
isn’t useful, and it pertains to immaterial
reality. Even the designated apologists for
poetry (i.e., English teachers like me) do a
poor job of communicating the power and
beauty of poetry, choosing instead to focus
their efforts on more marketable verbal
skills such as conducting product research
and writing business emails.

Sad to say, this leaves people today,
particularly people of faith, spiritually
impoverished. Condemned to a prosaic
understanding of the world, everything is
consequently disenchanted, even religious
devotion. Holy Scripture becomes
inscrutable, the presence of God turns into
absence, the sacred mysteries degenerate
into irrational superstitions, and the devout
life flattens into a mindless, if comforting,
routine.

Sensing this problem, Catholic poet and
former nurse Sally Read put together a
delightful poetry collection /00 Great
Catholic Poems. As she notes in her
introduction, “No other literary genre is so
concerned with truth — not only in the sense
of writing about true things. . . but in the

scalpel-precise rendering of things that
humans cannot otherwise articulate.”
Though poetry offers a means for knowing
God and His Creation more intimately,
Catholics rarely consult their own poetic
tradition and likely wouldn’t even know
where to start.

Thus, Sally Read went to the trouble of
compiling some of the most excellent verses
on the Catholic faith in one book. Beyond
representing a brilliant range of experiences,
reflections, and emotions that constitute the
vast panorama of Catholicism, each poem
stands on its own merits, prompting the kind
of intense reading and thinking that one
associates with prayer or contemplation.

Read takes care to narrow her definition of
poetry to preclude the vast compendiums of
prayers and hymns as well as poetic
exclamations of faith. Although some of the
first entries in her list by saints of the Early
Church seem to violate this definition, they
contain enough elements to be read as
poems. In addition to including Our Lady’s
famous words in the “Magnificat,” this
sufficiently flexible definition allows Read
to feature works from St. Augustine, St.
Ambrose, St. Gregory of Nazianzus, and St.
Clement of Alexandria.

While some of the names in the collection
will be familiar to readers acquainted with
the Western literary canon, the anthology’s
greatest virtue is the much-needed attention
it gives to lesser-known figures, particularly
those from early medieval Europe.

Despite the innumerable hardships of that
time, or perhaps because of them, Irish
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Catholic monks wrote evocative and
poignant accounts of the True Cross (“The
Dream of the Rood”), romantic love (“Donal
Og”), longings for home (“Columcille
Fecit”), or their pet cat (“Pangur Ban”).

The sheer diversity of expression is the other
great virtue of this anthology, showcasing
the very catholicity of Catholicism. No
matter the age, the person, or the
surrounding context of a particular poem,
Christ’s face appears.

Sometimes He is a hunter seeking His
beloved as in St. Teresa of Avila’s “About
Those Words, “My Beloved Is Mine,” or a
bird as in Gerard Manley Hopkins’s “As
Kingfisher Catch Fire.” Or there’s this in
“Still Falls the Rain” by Edith Sitwell:

Still falls the Rain

At the feet of the Starved Man hung
upon the Cross.

Christ that each day, each night, nails
there, have mercy on us —

On Dives and on Lazarus:

Under the Rain the sore and the gold
are as one.

The sacraments are also illuminated in “The
Holy Eucharist” by Pedro Calderon de la
Barca, “A Confession” by Czestaw Mitosz,
and “The Assumption — An Answer” by
Alfred Noyes.

And then, there are the better-known poets
who exemplify the Catholic poetic tradition
at its finest: passages and sonnets from
William Shakespeare, excerpts from all
three cantiche of Dante’s Divine

Comedy and Alexander Pope’s “Essay on
Man,” and poems from modern masters like
Oscar Wilde, G.K. Chesterton, Hilaire
Belloc, Thomas Merton, and Wallace

Stevens. Each of these poems rewards
multiple readings, stirring a host of feelings
and reflections on the boundless reality of
God and His Kingdom.

Sympathetic to her laymen audience who are
likely unfamiliar with the rules of poetry,
Read pairs each selection with a brief
explication, shedding light on the poem’s
nuances and its allusions to the Catholic life.
Admirably, she avoids the pitfalls of
snobbish condescension and obvious
paraphrasing that often accompanies the
analysis and evaluation of poetry.

She also refrains from inserting topical
references in the hopes of making these
poems “relevant.” Primarily, she
demonstrates just how timeless and
universal each poem is despite the particular
circumstances of the poets or their audience.

In these and other ways, the whole
collection functions as an excellent primer
for both the art of poetry and the Catholic
mind. It takes what can sometimes feel like
a dry, convoluted set of rules and principles
and infuses these ideas with dimension,
color, and incredible depth. Simultaneously,
it revives what has largely become a dead art
form, reminding people what is possible in
verbal expression.

As such, 100 Great Catholic Poems is very
much a book for all seasons for all people,
Catholics and non-Catholics alike. It can be
read aloud at various feast days, or in quieter
moments when one ponders life’s
profundities, or at various points of one’s
lifetime journey into the faith; or during
those times of leisure where a person simply
wants a nice collection of beautiful poems to
read and enjoy. At the very least, it should
bring joy and hope to every Catholic and
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poetry lover to know that such a book exists
at a time such as ours.

Auguste Meyrat
Poetry as Prayer, and Praver as Poetry
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John Henry Newman to Be Co-Patron of Catholic Education

Pope Leo XIV will name Saint John Henry
Newman "co-patron of the Church's
educational mission," alongside Saint
Thomas Aquinas, announced Cardinal José
Tolentino de Mendonga, prefect of the
Dicastery for Culture and Education, at a
press conference on October 22, 2025.

In 1880, Thomas was declared the patron
saint of all Catholic educational
establishments by the last Pope Leo, (Leo
XIII). Now the current Pope Leo will add
the British cardinal to the patronage. One of
Newman's most famous writings is "The
Idea of a University."

While these two are now to be official
patrons named by the Vatican, other saints
are invoked to pray for the Church's
educational endeavors. Particularly in the
United States, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is
remembered. And in Spanish-speaking
countries, St. Joseph Calasanz, considered
the initiator of public education, is invoked.
St. John Bosco, as founder of the Salesians,
is also a popular choice.

Pope will write on Catholic education

Presenting the upcoming Jubilee of the
World of Education, the Portuguese cardinal
also revealed that on October 28, the Pope
will publish a document reflecting on the
challenges facing Catholic schools today.

From October 27 to November 1, the Jubilee
for the World of Education will bring
together in Rome more than 20,000 people
from 124 countries who are involved in
school and university education. Among
them will be more than 200 pilgrims with

disabilities, according to Cardinal Tolentino
de Mendonga.

These pilgrims will represent the world's
largest educational network, that is the
network of the Church: There are more than
231,000 Catholic schools and universities in
171 countries, attended by nearly 72 million
students.

Meetings with the Pope

During this jubilee, four opportunities to
meet with Leo XIV are planned: the opening
Mass of the academic year (October 27), a
meeting with students (October 30), then
with educators (October 31), and finally the
closing Mass (November 1).

During this celebration, the Pope will
proclaim John Henry Newman (1801-1890)
a "Doctor of the Church" — a title given to
figures in the Catholic Church who have
made a major theological and spiritual
contribution to doctrine.

In the context of this Jubilee, the Prefect of
the Dicastery for Culture and Education also
announced that the Pope will name St. John
Henry Newman "co-patron of the Church's
educational mission, alongside St. Thomas
Aquinas."

The latter was declared patron of Catholic
schools, universities, and academies by Pope
Leo XIII in 1880.

Speaking to the press, the Portuguese
cardinal pointed out Newman's "indisputable
relevance" as an "extraordinary educator and
great inspirer of the philosophy of
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education."

For Newman, the purpose of a university "is
not limited to the transmission of
knowledge," but must take into account a
"holistic view" of the person, the prefect
emphasized in a recent interview with
L.LMEDIA.

The papal document

On October 28, Pope Leo XIV will also
publish a document on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of the Second Vatican
Council's declaration Gravissimum
Educationis. In this text, Cardinal Tolentino
revealed in a preview, the Pontiff salutes "a
spiritual and pedagogical heritage" that has
"lost none of its power," capable of

Kathleen N. Hattrup

"transcending the 21st century and
responding to the most pressing challenges."

Today, "history challenges us with a new
urgency," Leo XIV continues, emphasizing
that "rapid and profound changes expose
children, adolescents, and young people to
unprecedented vulnerabilities." "It is not
enough to preserve: we must revitalize," said
the head of the Catholic Church, inviting the
world of education to reconcile "knowledge
and meaning, competence and
responsibility, faith and life."

During the Jubilee of Education, Leo XIV
will also relaunch the "Global Educational
Pact," adding three objectives to the seven
commitments launched in 2020 by Pope
Francis.

John Henry Newman to Be Co-Patron of Catholic Education
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Dear Pope Leo: We Need an Encyclical on the Eucharist

There has been much speculation and
anticipation regarding the subject of Pope
Leo XIV’s first encyclical. He recently
released his first papal document, Dilexi Te,
an apostolic exhortation begun by Pope
Francis. Leo reportedly made some edits to
the document and added some personal
reflections, but he largely seemed to leave it
intact, apparently wanting to honor his
predecessor by releasing the final document
that Francis had commissioned. That kind of
conciliatory approach is clearly emerging as
Leo’s style. Unlike Francis, this pope wants
to avoid division and polarization and seems
committed to seeking peace—the literal first
word of his papacy spoken from the Loggia
on May 8, 2025.

Thus, in effect, we’re still awaiting the new
pontiff’s first major document.

While I certainly have no inside knowledge
as to what Leo’s first encyclical will be, I'm
hoping and praying for one decidedly more
theological and, in fact, sacramental. I
would like to see from Leo an encyclical on
the Eucharist—or more to the point, on the
Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist.

My thinking on this is an informed opinion
prompted by two things: First, the painful
reality that so many self-professing
Catholics do not believe in the Real
Presence. And second, I’m currently
finishing a major biography of Pope Leo
X1V, during the writing of which I have
both learned about and admired his respect
for the Real Presence.

Rejecting the Real Presence

The tragic reality is that substantial numbers
of Roman Catholics neither understand nor
accept this central tenet of their faith. The
data is scandalous. It reveals a deep,
decades-long failure of rudimentary
catechesis that has resulted in an
embarrassingly ignorant laity.

An August 2019 Pew Research Center
study found that less than one-third of
American Catholics (31 percent) believe that
“during Catholic Mass, the bread and wine
actually become the body and blood of
Jesus.” Of this “source and summit” of our
faith, nearly seven-in-ten Catholics (69
percent) say they personally believe that the
bread and wine used in Holy Communion
are mere “symbols of the body and blood of
Jesus Christ.”

That study was pre-Covid. During the
pandemic, many Catholics abandoned Mass
altogether. Perhaps we shouldn’t be
surprised, given that many didn’t believe
they were actually receiving Jesus in the
Eucharist anyway. Subsequent surveys have
yielded similarly disturbing numbers.

A survey released in 2023 by the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA)
found that only 17 percent of Catholics go to
Mass each week. Though belief in the Real
Presence is higher among those who attend
weekly, the overall numbers are still
troubling. In the CARA study, a 51 percent
majority of Catholics said that they believe
that their Church teaches that “the bread and
wine are symbols of Jesus.”

Other data could be shown. But the point is
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that way too many self-identified Catholics
reject a core tenet of their Faith—one of the
Church’s seven sacraments. They don’t
believe what they were taught from the time
of their first Holy Communion.

Pope Leo’s Appreciation for the Real
Presence

The good news is that the new Holy Father,
Pope Leo X1V, early in his pontificate has
already shown his great respect for the Real
Presence. He has a history of demonstrating
that reverence, from the time he was a newly
ordained priest to becoming the head of the
Augustinian order in 2001.

In his opening words from the Loggia after
being chosen pope on May 8, Robert Francis
Prevost proudly described himself as a “son
of Augustine.” He constantly quotes
Augustine. He knows the venerable saint
exceedingly well. And of course, Augustine
(354-430) knew the Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist exceedingly well.

“The Lord Jesus wanted those [who]
recognize Him to recognize Him in the
breaking of the bread,” wrote Augustine.
“The faithful know what I am saying. They
know Christ in the breaking of the bread.
For not all bread, but only that which
receives the blessing of Christ, becomes
Christ’s body.”

Sadly, many self-identified Catholics would
be perplexed by what Augustine was saying.
They do not recognize Christ in the breaking
of the bread. Two thousand years ago, the
disciples on the Road to Emmaus recognized
Him in the breaking of the bread, as did their
Church henceforth. But millions of
professing Catholics today do not.

One of Augustine’s most moving discourses
on the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist was his analysis of the Expositions
on the Psalms (ca. 400) 33,1,10.

There, Augustine commented on Psalm
119:109. Applying an Old Testament
passage to the New Testament, Augustine
asserted: “For Christ was carried in His own
hands, when, referring to His own Body, He
said: ‘This is My Body.’ For He carried that
Body in His hands.”

According to Augustine, when Jesus held
the bread at the Last Supper, He was holding
Himself in His hands.

And yet, large swaths of Catholic do not
believe that such a miracle takes place today
in their parishes when their priest, in
persona Christi, consecrates the host.

Of course, their pope most certainly believes
it. And perhaps their new pope, Leo XIV—
student, scholar, and son of Augustine—can
help return them to this core doctrine of their
Catholic Faith.

To that end, the faithful got an encouraging
sign in the opening weeks of Leo XIV’s
pontificate. In a powerful display, the new
pope led the faithful in a Eucharistic
procession through the streets of Rome
during Corpus Christi Sunday on June 22.
Faithful Catholics know that such
processions are an uplifting gesture, dating
back to the 13th century. Unfortunately,
these processions are not done each year by
every parish. Moreover, they have not been
done consistently by the Bishop of Rome
himself. When Pope Francis participated in
a Corpus Christi procession in June 2024
(his poor health prohibited him from
walking), it was the first time he had done so
since 2017.
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The new pope, however, led the procession
himself. Leo XIV made no grand
announcement and did not have the Vatican
press office promote the event. He simply,
silently did it. He led a 45-minute procession
nearly a mile in 90-degree heat between the
basilicas of St. Mary Major and St. John
Lateran. The pontiff led a massive gathering
0f 20,000 pilgrims through the streets of
Rome, hoisting high a golden monstrance
encircled by precious stones.

In his homily at St. John Lateran, the pope
said that “the procession” was a “sign” to
the world that “we will feed on the Blessed
Sacrament, adore Him, and carry Him
through the streets. In doing so, we will
present Him before the eyes, the
consciences, and the hearts of the people.”
They would do this both for “those who do
not believe” and for those who believe, “that
they may believe more firmly.”

On that, the son of Augustine quoted
Augustine saying that “Christ 1s truly

Paul Kengor

present” in the bread that the faithful see and
consume: the Eucharist “in fact, is the true,
real, and substantial presence of the Savior,
who transforms bread into Himself in order
to transform us into Himself.”

Here was the new pope teaching the faithful
about the Real Presence. The head of the
flock knows not only that the sheep need to
be fed, they need to be led. They need to be
taught. Catholics badly need catechesis on
the Real Presence not only from their priests
and Religious Ed classes and RCIA; they
need it from the top—from the Vatican, the
magisterium, the Holy Father.

As for Pope Leo’s first encyclical, well,
there are countless worthy subjects
demanding his attention. And yet, few seem
as worthy as the precious Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. It is the source
and summit of our faith. Here’s hoping and
praying that we will get that faithful
leadership from our Holy Father in the not
too distant future.

Dear Pope Leo: We Need an Encyclical on the Eucharist
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The Worth of a Thousand Words

I lost eight years’ worth of photos from a
botched transfer when I got a new phone
recently. I thought they were safe in the all-
knowing cloud, but I guess I was sorely
mistaken. [ was able to salvage some by
taking a picture of the picture before the old
compromised phone was wiped clean; not a
perfect solution, but better than nothing for a
tech averse person like me. It was a jarring
experience to have trusted something so
unreflexively and to feel like the rug was
pulled out from under me. I was now
starting over, like a Tibetan monk who had
worked for years crafting a sand mandala
only to calmly blow it all away in a moment
as a reminder of the impermanence of all
things. If a picture is worth a thousand
words, I have forfeited millions.

The photos-of-photos had a slightly blurry,
weirdly retro aesthetic to them, which as a
Gen-Xer I found familiar and strangely
refreshing. Before the advent of digital
photography, when I was a teenager, one
would take pictures judiciously, as film and
prints were not free. When I eventually got a
digital camera, I would back photos up on to
a physical hard drive, so at least I felt like I
had them in my possession. Now, until
recently, my 5,000+ high-definition photos
lived on the phone. I rarely looked at them,
partly because it was overwhelming and
partly because I have grown weary of
“scrolling.” And, in a way, they became less
valuable because they have become so
ubiquitous.

Like many others (and they are out there), I

have found myself pining for a grounding in
“real things” beyond the reach of the digital
realm. My son and I went to a record store

recently to buy some vinyl, CDs, and
cassette tapes. I purchased a typewriter and a
digital camera recently. I wrote down all my
contacts on paper. These feel like feeble and
futile efforts, but it’s something.

I do use a GPS in my car to get around; but I
remember the old days, when I rode a
motorcycle, of laying out paper maps and
just...memorizing roads. If you didn’t know
where you were, you asked directions (try
doing that now). You kept important phone
numbers in your head or written down on a
small notebook you carried with you. It’s
amazing we survived at all. Now those
memory muscles have atrophied because we
have outsourced them to things which
promised to make life easier for us.

Everyone was in the same boat back then.
The kid in the village without shoes doesn’t
feel like he’s poor when everyone else is
barefoot as well. But when everyone is
sporting Nikes, going barefoot is seen as a
shameful and eccentric thing. To go without
a smartphone today (which more than nine
out of ten people own) is seen as an esoteric
act of intentional resistance. Our tech
overlords are forming the world in their own
image, and those who do not sign on are left
in space like an astronaut floating out of
orbit of his spacecraft—a poor man, cut off
from everything.

The phone itself has become like a 3x5
mini-Baal I keep in my pocket at all times,
one that I have given myself over to as a
tether to a world which I control—a glass
and metal box that gives me a feigned sense
of connection and security. If I don’t know
where [ am, I pull up the Maps app. If I am
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bored, I can text “hi,” to a handful of
friends. If I can’t sleep, I can zone out with
YouTube videos of people building tiny
houses in the woods. If I'm without it for
even a brief period of time, I feel naked and
alone, like I’'m missing a vital appendage;
I’m gripped by anxiety. And that is with
minimal apps, no social media, and
intentionally limited screen time. I’'m
working on reversing these habits. And it is
incredibly, incredibly painful.

Most people reading this will nod their
heads; but they’ll still shrug and confess,
“that’s just the way it is these days.” But
more and more, I have grown to regard the
phone as profane in the formal sense of the
word. I hate the idea of using it to pray with
certain apps, and so this is one of my “lines
in the sand” that I have implemented to curb
its influence in my daily life.

People mostly regard the smartphone as a
neutral tool necessary to function in today’s
world, and there is a certain truth to that. But
I ponder the words of Christ, who calls us to
“leave father and mother to follow Him.”
For many of us, it would be a moment of
hesitation if Christ asked us to leave our
family, literally, to follow Him. To leave our
phone—not for an hour but forever—in
order to do so would be a moment of
gripping fear and existential quaking in our
bones. For we have made it our little pocket-
sized god. He asks us to leave all and follow
Him, and like the rich young ruler, we go
away sad instead.

Fr. Lazarus El Anthony, a modern-day
anchorite in the Egyptian desert who is
originally from Australia, knows what it

means to leave all to follow the Master. As
he notes in this rare interview:

In one sense I am utterly alone (in
the desert). If I want to talk to
somebody, to whom can I talk?
There is no one who understands my
language. There is no one here who
has my past, no one here who knows
my thoughts. If I lose my contact with
Christ for one minute, there is no one
to come to help me. So this struggle 1
must fight every day to keep
myself...balanced on Christ,
balanced on the Lord.

I am glad writers like Paul Kingsnorth and
Christine Rosen, among others, are pushing
back against our modern assumptions about
the pride of place we give technology in our
life—and the things we have lost as a result.
Their witness offers a glimmer of hope that
the tech-utopia promised by the kingdom of
Silicon Valley is not a foregone conclusion.
Still, it’s a difficult thing to live in the world
but not of it.

I got a tiny taste of what it means to “lose it
all,” which is what our Lord calls us to. In a
strange way, it was almost refreshing to
have to start anew. As I attempt to rebuild
the grainy digital memories of my wife and
children, our vacations and little moments I
want to remember, | am rethinking this
relationship with my pocket-Baal and how 1
might more intentionally extricate myself
from its profane, pixilated reach. In many
ways I feel powerless, small, helpless, and
ensnared. But in at least making the effort, I
have hope that I am not alone.
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The Worth of a Thousand Words
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Opinion: Why Catholic Schools Need Catholic Teachers

If a Catholic school is serious about forming
Catholic students, it must be equally serious
about hiring Catholic teachers.

That shouldn’t be controversial. But in many
circles, sometimes even within Catholic
education itself, it is. There remains a
strange reluctance among some Catholic
institutions to affirm what should be self-
evident: that Catholic identity begins with
Catholic people. You cannot transmit what
you do not live.

As St. John Henry Newman wrote,
“practically speaking,” education becomes
corrupted when it is separated from faith and
fails to provide students with moral and
personal formation; therefore, “the Church is
necessary for its integrity.”

For Catholic schools, this means that faithful
Catholic teachers are essential.

Hiring an all-Catholic faculty is not about
discrimination but about mission. It’s about
ensuring that a school’s Catholic identity is
not just a decorative slogan, but the very
culture that students breathe.

Pope Benedict XVI said, “The goal of all
education, and in particular of Catholic
education, is to form men and women who
are committed to the truth, who are saints in
the making.” It follows, then, that teachers
must be models of sanctity, fidelity, and joy.
They must speak from the heart of the
Church and carry a unified vision of truth.

This doesn’t mean teachers must be perfect,
but it does mean they must be faithful. The
idea that a teacher’s personal faith is

irrelevant to their subject matter has no
place in a Catholic school. Every discipline,
from theology to science, touches on
questions of truth, meaning, beauty, and the
nature of the human person.

In a school rooted in its Catholic mission,
students learn to see the world with
sacramental eyes. Math is not just numbers;
it is the ordered logic of the Creator. History
is not merely a timeline; it is the unfolding
of Divine Providence. And the teacher is not
merely an instructor but a witness, and that
witness must be Catholic.

Faculty who love the Church and live their
faith with joy are not just giving lectures;
they are giving testimony. Their presence
reinforces what is taught in class, what
students do in the chapel, and what is
modeled in a school’s culture.

When that faith is absent (for example, when
a teacher dissents from the Church’s
teachings or simply ignores them), a certain
theological dissonance enters the classroom.
Students notice. Over time, they begin to
compartmentalize: theology on one side,
“real life” on the other.

We cannot afford that split. Not today.

In 2025, the Church continues to
hemorrhage young people. The next
generation is growing up in a society
flooded with moral confusion, digital noise,
and cultural loneliness. If Catholic schools
do not form students in conviction and
clarity, secular ideologies are ready to fill
the void.
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An all-Catholic faculty is not a silver bullet,
but it is a kind of spiritual shield. It helps
create the conditions under which authentic
formation can take root. It sends a clear
message: the people shaping students’ minds
and hearts believe what they teach. They
live it. They love it. Their lives reflect the
freedom and joy of truth.

Some argue that requiring all faculty to be
Catholic limits the hiring pool or stifles
diversity of thought. But Catholic education
does not exist for the sake of diversity; it
exists for the sake of truth. The mission of a
Catholic school is not to reflect every
ideology or cultural trend. It is to form men
and women of holiness, wisdom, and
authentic freedom.

As St. John Paul II wrote in Veritatis
Splendor, “freedom consists not in doing
what we like, but in having the right to do
what we ought.” That kind of freedom
requires fidelity. It requires teachers who are
ordered toward the truth, not just
intellectually, but personally.

Thankfully, there are schools that embody
this well. Many of the institutions

Chuck Koach

recommended in The Cardinal Newman
Society’s Newman Guide uphold these
ideals in amazing ways. Some require every
faculty member to sign an oath of fidelity to
the Magisterium. Others build their school
culture around daily Mass, prayer, and
ongoing formation.

These schools are thriving, not only in
academic performance but also in spiritual
vitality. Their students do not simply
memorize catechism answers; they
internalize them. And when they graduate,
they are far more likely to remain Catholic
due to their holistic Catholic formation.

So yes, Catholic schools should hire only
Catholic faculty. Not out of fear, but out of
love: love for students, who deserve teachers
who speak truth without compromise. Love
for the Church, which deserves institutions
that are fully hers. Love for the mission,
because Catholic education is not ultimately
about college prep; it is about souls.

We need joyful, bold, faithful educators. We
need saints in the classroom. And they have
to be Catholic.

Opinion: Why Catholic Schools Need Catholic Teachers
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Pope Leo XIV, St. John Paul II, and the Fertility Crisis

Pope Leo XIV has joined the chorus of those
lamenting the implosion of global fertility
levels. Speaking after a visit with the
President of Italy, the Pope urged action to
implosion of fertility and the collapse of
childbearing. Encouragingly, he specifically
extolled gendered names for family
members: “‘Father,” ‘mother,” ‘son,’
‘daughter,” ‘grandfather,” ‘grandmother’. .
.[t]hese are words that in Italian tradition
naturally express and evoke sentiments of
love, respect, and dedication — sometimes
heroic — for the good of the family,
community, and therefore for that of society
as a whole.” They also express what is
necessary to — and the result of —
childbearing, something “parent one” and
“parent two,” as several countries now
designate mothers and fathers, do not.

Remedies for this state of affairs often focus
on social reforms: parental leave, subsidies
and tax breaks for families, childcare, and so
on. There are indeed elements in our socio-
economic structures that militate against
families. It’s good that the pope noted them.
But methinks his focus might be somewhere
else.

As his predecessor, St. John Paul II (elected
forty-seven years ago today), observed,
culture lies upstream from both politics and
economics. And our “blessed barrenness” is
a cultural problem — both in the larger
society and within the Catholic Church. As
he said in Love and Responsibility:

Neither in the man nor in the woman
can affirmation of the value of the
person be divorced from awareness
and willing acceptance that he may

become a father and she may become
a mother. . . .If the possibility of
parenthood is deliberately excluded
from marital relations, the character
of the relationship between the
partners automatically changes. The
change is away from unification in
love and in the direction of mutual,
or rather, bilateral “enjoyment.

Human societies have always recognized
that marriage and parenthood, though
distinct, normally go together. In other
words, in the ordinary run of things — absent
disease, advanced age, or other impediments
— spouses eventually become parents. This is
not some esoteric Catholic doctrine but a
natural law reality that human societies have
long acknowledged. It’s why procreation
was understood to be normally connected to
marriage — at least until the novel oxymoron
of “same-sex marriage” appeared.

This natural law fact, however, is elevated to
a more significant level by Catholic
theological teaching. Vatican II taught:
“Children are really the supreme gift of
marriage and contribute very substantially to
the welfare of their parents.” (Gaudium et
Spes, 50) The Council also affirmed that
spousal cooperation with the Lord through
parenthood is part of God’s work of
Creation and Salvation. That’s why the
nuptial blessing in the sacrament of
matrimony includes an invocation that age-
appropriate spouses may “be blessed with
children, and prove themselves virtuous
parents, who live to see their children’s
children.”

Now: When’s the last time you heard a
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priest — or even a bishop — talk about those
things?

Our secular society has broken the nexus
between marriage and parenthood, treating
the latter not so much as a “choice” as what
former Paris Archbishop Michel Aupetit
calls a “parental project” — an optional
element of two people’s identity package,
tailored to their desires and achieved by
whatever means they deem fit.

The general social tolerance of out-of-
wedlock childbearing, surrogacy,
homosexual “adoption,” and similar
arrangements attests to a broader cultural
acceptance of the idea that children are not
necessarily connected with marriage, much
less that a child has a right to be conceived,
born, and raised within a permanent
marriage.

If you doubt that, consider whether asserting
a child’s right to live in a marital
environment would jar modern ears.

That more general cultural disconnection is
now often mirrored within the Church.
Catholics immersed in this dominant anti-
culture — breathing the fumes, as it were, of
its toxic social vision — need help not to
assimilate its 1deas by osmosis. Yet again:
when, in the average parish, does one hear
anything about fornication or surrogacy?
The silence suggests either that the Church
doesn’t think these issues are important or
that they’re too commonplace to mention.
Neither view is true.

So, while I welcome the Church as a partner
in advancing social policies that foster
parenthood and family life amid economic
pressures militating against them, the
gravamen of the Church’s work lies

elsewhere.

The Church’s mission is the long-term
formation of minds and hearts, beginning
with the basic truths generations of
Catholics once imbibed from their mothers
and fathers (along with the “Our Father” and
“Hail Mary”):

= Marriage is a natural, normal, and
good part of life toward which most
adults move and which should be
encouraged, especially by families
and the Church.

= Marriage precedes parenthood, but
parenthood naturally flows from
marriage.

=  While intellectually distinct, they are
not usually separable.

The normal person should not think of
parenthood as some “optional extra” to
marriage. The normal pattern should be that
marriage leads to parenthood, not that
parenthood must separately justify itself
even after marriage.

Put bluntly: the average Catholic (who does
not discern a vocation to the priesthood or
religious life) should get married and then
have a family.

It would be a great thing for ecclesiastical
lobbyists to press parliaments and
legislatures to enact social supports fostering
marriage amid modern economic conditions.
It would be a greater thing for pastors —
especially the ones who emphasize the value
of smelling like their sheep — to start talking
a lot more frequently and more explicitly
about marriage and parenthood.

There’s a reason why
population decline now threatens many
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nations. If your culture is oriented towards It’s time to take up a different tack, for the
barrenness, barrenness is what you will get. sake of our societies and our souls.

John M. Grondelski
Pope Leo X1V, St. John Paul 11, and the Fertility Crisis
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How to Help Siblings Who Are Total Opposites Connect

If you ever want to witness the mysterious
ways in which love finds its rhythm, try
watching two brothers who are polar
opposites suddenly bond over a song.

My two youngest — the last of our four
children still at home — couldn’t be more
different. My eldest son of the pair, now 20,
is the musician of the family: a calm, serious
soul who has a stunning voice and strums
his bass with consideration for every single
note.

He actually came out of himself when he
started playing in a band at college and
started performing on stage -- something
that still staggers me today; seeing my
gentle giant standing 6-ft-5 tall sharing his
talent with others. He also gives singing
lessons to those who may be a little vocally
challenged. He doesn't give up and quietly
helps them find confidence.

His younger brother, nearly 18, is fixed in
his ways and has a passion for three things:
Pokemon, soccer, and his grandfather. He’s
affectionate, kind, and just mischievous
enough to test his brother’s patience on a
regular basis.

While they’re both loving, they’ve rarely
operated on the same wavelength. The older
one values order and calm; the younger one
... well, let’s just say he brings

the noise. Still, beneath their differences lies
a deep affection that occasionally reveals
itself — and lately, it’s been doing so
through music.

A spark of shared purpose

One evening, to my surprise, the older
brother invited his sibling to join him in
singing. He even coaxed him to sit at the
piano and play along. It was, I think, a small
act of generosity — an older brother sensing
that this was something meaningful, both for
me (ever the hopeful mother) and perhaps,
quietly, for himself.

And then something wonderful happened.
They began to make music together.

The older one leading with his guitar and
steady voice; the younger one trying to
harmonize and learning to accompany him
on the piano. There’s laughter, some good-
natured bickering, and plenty of moments
when the big brother corrects the other’s
timing, key, and even posture! But through
it all, there’s joy — that unmistakable spark
of shared purpose that only music seems to
summon.

[ can’t help smiling when I hear them from
the kitchen — their two voices blending, not
perfectly, but beautifully. It’s the sound of
two very different people finding common
ground, one note at a time.

And what touches me most is that it
wouldn’t have happened without the older
one taking the lead. Despite his limited
patience, he understood that this small effort
could mean a great deal — to his brother,
and yes, to his mother, too.

"Come join me"

It’s a gentle reminder that sometimes, the
bonds between siblings aren’t built through
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grand gestures or endless conversation, but
through simple acts of inclusion. A moment
of saying, “Come join me.”

As a parent, it’s taught me to relax a little
about the “how.” You can’t force closeness.
You can only make space for it — and trust,
that when the moment is right, love will find
its melody.

Now, I won’t pretend this newfound

harmony has solved all their differences.
There are still the occasional

Cerith Gardiner

misunderstandings and brotherly grumbles.
But when they sing together, I see
something holy in it — a small reflection of
how God brings unity out of contrast, and
how His grace can turn even the most
unlikely pair into a duet.

Because in the end, that’s family: not perfect
harmony all the time, but the willingness to
keep showing up, to keep listening, and to
find the music in one another.

How to Help Siblings Who Are Total Opposites Connect
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‘The Tiny Saints Show’ Finds New Angle on Saints’ Stories

You've likely seen them — dangling off of
backpacks, secured to keys, and hanging
from anywhere that needs a touch of
Catholic whimsy. But the makers of Tiny
Saints, the small, oh-so-adorable keychain
figures of Catholic saints, hope that you will
soon see them on the small screen, too.

The Tiny Saints Show, an animated series
drawn in the same style as the keychain
figures, hopes to become a reality. On
September 22, Tiny Saints launched a
month-long crowdfunding campaign to raise
money to make The Tiny Saints Show, "an
animated series like no other."

While there have been plenty of television
shows showcasing the lives of the saints on
earth, The Tiny Saints Show has something
different in mind: Their program will show
how the saints play an active role in the lives
of people today who pray for their
intercession.

"What we want to do that's different
than anybody else is show the active
intercession of the saints," Matt
Meeks, partner and CEO at Catholic
Ventures, told Aleteia. Catholic
Ventures is Tiny Saints' parent
company.

"The life of a saint doesn't end at
their death; like, the life of a saint
really just begins with their entrance
in heaven. The saints are here for us,
now," he said.

The show will follow a family, who will ask
the saints to intercede for them in heaven. In
the show, prayers offered up will go to the

"Intercession Station," which is modeled
like a mailroom. At the "Intercession
Station," the saints will go to work to help
their friends on earth.

Devising a depiction of heaven that is both
theologically accurate and understandable
for children, said Meeks, was the hardest
part of the show creation process.

"The Lord speaks in analogies," said Meeks,
noting that heaven is compared to a wedding
feast in the Bible. In The Tiny Saints Show,
heaven is a mail room. While a mail room is
not a perfect representation of heaven, "the
deeper truths are present," said Meeks.

The show, while aimed at children, will be
enjoyable for the entire family, said Meeks.
(He also promised there will be some
tongue-in-cheek "Catholic inside baseball"
references for eagle-eyed viewers.)

"We believe children are really
smart," he said. "They just don't have
the words or the framework for their
intelligence to fully work, and so
part of what we're really trying to do
is provide the framework of our faith
in an understandable way to help
families that are dealing with these
real things -- connect them with the
saints, so that it inspires them to pray
and take real action."

St. Carlo's exciting first day as a
canonized saint

St. Carlo Acutis, one of the newest
canonized saints, is featured at the start of
the first episode. The teaser trailer depicts an
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overwhelmed, but excited, Acutis at his
"first day" on the job receiving container
after container of prayer requests.

On the show, the saints will not speak when
they interact with people on earth, said
Meeks. Like the keychains they are modeled
after, the saints on the show will not have
mouths.

"The saints will pop from heaven onto earth
and do things around the family, but the
family won't know they're there," said
Meeks. "They're in the background, fixing
everything, and helping the family."

With this format, Meeks hopes that children
will gain a better understanding of how the
saints in heaven may not audibly speak to
humans, "but you can trust that they're
around you and helping you with the prayer
you've entrusted them with."

""An easy yes"

The first concept of The Tiny Saints

Show began on Instagram. A little more than
a year ago, Tiny Saints began experimenting
with Instagram reels featuring saints drawn
in the style of the Tiny Saints keychains.
These shorts did "very well," and then the
idea for a full-blown show began to take

Christine Rousselle

shape, said Meeks.

Meeks, who has a background in the
entertainment industry, has "always loved
the storytelling aspect of things" and
working on television shows. When he
began work in the Catholic sphere, he
assumed that part of his life was over.

Then, after hiring a creative director with a
background in animation, Meeks suggested
that he make short animations for Instagram,
"to just kind of keep him happy."

These reels added "depth" to the world of
Tiny Saints, and people began to ask for
more and more content.

“We've known for a long time that Tiny
Saints would make a great TV show. When
we were approached to partner on this
endeavor, it was an easy yes,” explained
Gary Gasse, co-founder and executive
creative director of Coronation Media, a
Catholic media company.

Gasse continued, “Nobody is telling the
stories of the saints as we intend to. Get
ready for laughter, tears, and a lot of family
conversations about the real heroes who
have our backs in Heaven.”

‘The Tiny Saints Show’ Finds New Angle on Saints’ Stories
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5 Great Ways to Celebrate St. Carlo’s First Feast Day

It’s today! The feast day of the world’s first
Millennial saint, the very beloved St. Carlo
Acutis, whose canonization was just last
month.

Looking for a few ways to celebrate? We’ve
got you covered with these ideas.

And to learn more about St. Carlo, check
out his story here!

1) Attend Mass or Eucharistic
Adoration

St. Carlo deeply loved Our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist. He made a point to attend Mass
every day from his First Communion at age
seven until his death.

What better way to honor him than to adore
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, as he loved
to do?

2) Use technology for God's glory
St. Carlo used technology and the internet
for good, creating a website about
Eucharistic miracles. If you’re on social
media, create an uplifting post or video
today, perhaps about St. Carlo.

3) Learn about his life

There are a number of fun ways to learn

Theresa Civantos Barber

about St. Carlo. We love this LEGO movie
about him, or you might watch Carlo Acutis:
Roadmap to Reality. And don’t miss

the website he was working on before he
died, sharing God’s miracles with the

world.

4) Observe a digital fast

Even better than uplifting social media?
Stepping away from all the digital
distractions to foster face-to-face
connections. St. Carlo loved to foster warm
friendships with all kinds of people, from his
friends at school to people in need in his
native Milan.

5) Enjoy some Nutella!

My kids don’t think it’s a real feast day
without some kind of special food. St. Carlo
was known for his love of Nutella, so that
sounds like the perfect thing for today. May
we suggest Nutella crepes?

On the topic of fostering connections and
making Nutella crepes, what about having a
few friends over for dessert in honor of the
occasion? We’ve got a few more recipes for
you over here.

Happy feast day, and may St. Carlo Acutis
pray for us!

5 Great Ways to Celebrate St. Carlo’s First Feast Day
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Chicago School Kids Who Staged Mock Conclave Meet Pope Leo!

Talk about a full-circle moment for a class
of eager elementary school students from
Chicago.

Back in May, the students at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Academy in Lakeview,
Illinois, staged a mock conclave to learn
more about the actual conclave that was
about to begin several thousand miles away
in the Vatican.

The students, with their child-sized cardinal
costumes and real air of seriousness and
formality about the "task" ahead, quickly
went viral and received national media
attention.

On the third ballot of their "conclave," the
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Academy
"cardinals" voted in their fourth grade
classmate Augie Wilk as pope. He took the
name "Pope Augustine."

Two days later, in an act of amusing
(amazing!) providence, the real (and
considerably taller and older) conclave
elected another Chicagoan as pope: Pope
Leo XIV, who didn't take the name
Augustine but IS a member of the
Augustinian Order.

Several months later, on Wednesday,
October 8, "Pope Augustine," the Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Academy's "College of
Cardinals," and some students dressed as
Swiss Guards met the real Pope Leo XIV
during a Wednesday audience.

Christine Rousselle

Conclaves and smiles

Earlier this week, the schoolchildren
embarked on the "field trip of a lifetime"
from Chicago to Rome, hoping they would
get the chance to meet Pope Leo XIV during
the Wednesday General Audience.

Accompanied by their archbishop, Cardinal
Blase Cupich (who, in June, told them what
it was like in the real conclave), the students
had a prime viewing spot for the audience.
They were dressed in their conclave finest,
and there were smiles all around.

And at the conclusion of the audience, Pope
Leo XIV greeted and shook hands with the
students -- and the two Chicago "popes"
finally got to meet.

The children's outfits were a big hit among
the attendees of the audience, with plenty of
people posing for photos with the pint-sized
"Pope'"

And even the real Pope enjoyed the moment
-- his official Instagram account included
pictures of the encounter (swipe to see).

View this post on Instagram
A post shared by Pope Leo XIV

(@pontifex)

See a one-minute video from ABC
Chicago here.

Chicago School Kids Who Staged Mock Conclave Meet Pope Leo!
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Catholic Comedian Finds ‘Family’ Support When Crisis Strikes

Catholic comedian, author, and podcaster
Jennifer Fulwiler doesn’t have a lot of
extended family. But when her oldest
daughter went in for brain surgery on
Monday, the Fulwilers found a global
"family" in the Catholic community.

Fulwiler has been a well-known figure in the
Catholic world since her memoir, Something
Other Than God (2014), detailed her
conversion from atheism. More recently,
she's made a career of clean comedy, and
many Catholics have "followed" Fulwiler
over the years. Her testimony and light-
hearted jokes paired with keen insights on
everything from parenting to "finding your
blue flame," have brought her a devoted
following.

So when Fulwiler adopted an unusually
somber tone in a podcast published outside
of her normal schedule, and titled, "An
update. We need prayers." new and long-
time listeners knew something was amiss.

Fulwiler shared that her oldest daughter, age
22, had been complaining of headaches.
When she went to get checked out, doctors
discovered a brain tumor. One that needed to
be operated immediately.

The staggering diagnosis has changed the
family's life in just a few hours, the
comedian said. On Facebook, she simply
shared, “We need prayers. My oldest
daughter has been in the ICU, facing a very
serious diagnosis. As I type this, she is
heading in for a 10-hour brain surgery
involving four neurosurgeons.”

Beauty in tragedy

One of the most moving parts of the
podcast, when Fulwiler had to pause to
regain composure, dealt with her experience
of her Catholic "family."

She explained that she and her husband are
only children. Three of their four parents are
deceased and so their family support in this
situation is extremely limited. In her always
frank style, though, Jen said that what she is
missing in family by blood, she has found in
her family of the Church.

When you become Catholic, you
become part of a family -- and it's a
dysfunctional family -- the earthly
family here .... But it is a family.
And you guys know that Joe and I do
not have siblings. And all but one of
our parents are deceased. And that
doesn’t give us a lot to work with in
terms of support for my daughter
who is going through this and our
five other kids ... I really feel right
now my lack of extended family ....

But she shared that she found comfort at
Mass, particularly in the routines of the
ritual, and knowing that all around the
world, Catholics are hearing the same Bible
readings, offering the same prayers.

I just imagine mothers around the
world struggling with something
difficult with one of their children,
hearing the same readings on the
same day... We’re all so united in a
real, tangible way through the
Eucharist.
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It's for this reason, she said, that she is
sharing about her daughter, asking for
prayers. It's part, she said, about what she
loves about the Church. She put it simply, “I
know that I belong.”

She put it simply, “l know that I belong.”
Our Lady's help

Fulwiler invited prayers for the intercession
of Our Lady of Champion, the only
approved Marian apparition in the United
States.

Fulwiler asked for prayers and she has
certainly received them. Two thousand three
hundred responses on her original Facebook
post (at the time of writing) are just one
small indication of how much the Catholic
world -- her Catholic family -- is
surrounding the Fulwiler family with prayer.

Many posts expressed direct prayers for Jen
and her daughter, Lane Claudia. “Dear Lord,
I pray for complete healing of Lane. May
the Lord guide her medical team's hands.
Jesus I trust in you!” reads one. “Prayers for
your daughter and her surgical team. May
Almighty God guide the hands of surgeons
and may her healing begin as surgery ends,”
reads another.

Fulwiler posted updates as her daughter’s

surgery went on for over 10 hours Monday.
She shared how she still was waiting for an

Caitlin Bootsma

update after 5 hours. With a trace of her
typical humor, Jen also shared how she had
literally spilled holy water from Lourdes on
her daughter pre-surgery, saying, “So she’s
all set there.” She had said earlier that Lane
had received Anointing of the Sick.

After the surgery, Fulwiler posted that it
went as expected and that they don’t yet
know the extent of what they’re dealing
with.

“Thank you all so very much for your
prayers and encouraging words," she added.
"It truly means the world to us.”

Prayers from Champion

Directors at the shrine of Our Lady in
Wisconsin heard about Fulwiler's request
and were quick to respond.

They assured:

“We at the National Shrine of Our
Lady of Champion are praying
diligently for her daughter, her
doctors and her entire family.

"We have added her daughter Lane
to our Novena of Masses being said
at the Shrine leading up until the
anniversary of the apparition on
October 9. We will also be lighting a
candle for her at our annual miracle

of the fire rosary procession on
October 8."

Catholic Comedian Finds ‘Family’ Support When Crisis Strikes
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The Powerful Adoption Film You Need to See

Twenty-three years after placing her
newborn for adoption, Kate Stapleton made
a remarkable documentary about her story.
That film is winning awards and drawing
notice across the country.

The Inner Sea is an unforgettable recounting
of a young woman'’s heartbreaking decision
to place her baby for adoption — and the
powerful working of grace as that baby is
now a happy and whole adult woman who
works with her birth mother on beautiful
creative projects.

The story Hollywood won't tell

When we see adoption stories in movies, we
meet the adoptive parents. We see the
adopted child. But the birth mother? She's
usually a footnote, a mystery, or nowhere to
be found.

Kate Stapleton decided not to let that silence
continue.

“There's this echoing silence and
lack of voice from birth parents,”
Stapleton told Aleteia. “It just doesn't
tend to be the voice that's heard
about adoption.”

She decided to break that silence by
directing a documentary about the hardest
decision she ever made.

A film she didn't want to make

Stapleton never planned to make this movie.

“I did not want to make a
documentary at all,” she admitted.

“It was actually my husband's idea.”

Her husband, a high school theology teacher
for 17 years, saw something she couldn't see
at first. “I think you should do this project,”
he told her. “I think it would be really
powerful.”

He was right.

Once she and her husband had the idea to
make the film, the pieces fell into place
when she shared the idea with talented
cinematographers Martin Jernberg and Ben
Kruis, to their enthusiastic interest.

“God really placed the perfect people at the
right time to make it happen. And as it
developed and grew as a project, it became
really important to me that I direct it and
produce it so I could be in control of telling
that story,” Stapleton said.

A story of God’s love

The working of God’s grace and goodness
are the heart of the film. This is evident from
the beginning, as the opening frames show
Stapleton’s birth daughter with her adoptive
parents and siblings. She is deeply rooted
and grounded in the love of her family, and
that joy is central to the story.

And while this story is about adoption, it’s
also about so much more than that. Stapleton
said:

I don't think you need to be
connected to adoption in any way to
watch this film, because the real
message is being open to grace and
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hope and love, even though suffering
is such an intrinsic part of love.

When we love someone, our hearts
might be broken, but still we should
not be afraid to love.

This isn't just a film for people touched by
adoption—it's for anyone who needs a
reason to hope in the goodness of love. This
is a story the world needs to hear.

Watch this film as it wins awards
Since its debut at the prestigious Julien

Dubuque International Film Festival in
2025, The Inner Sea has been unstoppable,

Theresa Civantos Barber
The Powerful Adoption Film You Need to See

winning laurels at:

e Door County Film Fest

o Buffalo Roots Film Festival in Rome
e The Red Cedar Film Festival

o Houston International Film Festival
e Soo City Film Festival

o Lake Effect Film Festival

You can arrange here to host a screening
of The Inner Sea for your local community.

But fair warning — bring tissues. Lots of
them. And be ready, because after you
watch, you'll want to tell everyone you
know about it.
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New Catholic Groups Are Helping Young People Break Porn’s Grip

Across college campuses and parish halls, these Catholic apostolates are guiding young men
and women toward lasting freedom through faith and Christ-centered friendship.

It used to be found only in the back rooms of
bookstores and video shops.

Now it can be viewed instantly on a
smartphone.

And it’s not just adults — teens and children
are increasingly trapped in its vile grip.

In a pornography-saturated world, many
souls are trapped in a cycle of addiction and
shame before they reach puberty: The
average age of exposure to porn is 12,
according to a 2022 Common Sense Media
survey.

To meet this crisis, a new generation of
apostolates is providing young men and
women with what may be the key to
freedom: genuine, in-person community.

These new, gender-specific support groups
aim to address the deeper wounds of sexual
addiction, such as shame, loneliness and
compulsive behavior. While porn.

filters, internet-free phones and online
prevention programs can play a part, their
focus on prevention often overlooks the
inner struggles that drive people to skirt
filters or hide their addiction. Christ-
centered community goes to the root,
offering the deeper healing many Catholic
young adults so desperately need.

What’s more, these community-based porn-
recovery programs seem to be working.

“They have hope,” Sarah Myers said of the

young women she works with through an
apostolate called Magdala Ministries. “That
is so huge!”

Magdala Ministries

Founded by Ave Maria University grad
Rachael Killackey, Magdala Ministries
facilitates “a place of honesty, hope and
healing for women of faith struggling with
sexual addiction” through campus, parish
and virtual small-groups, according to its_
website.

Killackey says the approach is aimed at
“healing female sexuality in a pornified
culture”; it gives “practical advice for those
recovering from sexual addiction.” Her team
offers mentorship as well as talks that
address the common but often overlooked
reality of women’s sexual brokenness. As
she explained to EWTN News earlier this
year, “We ... want people to leave with a
sense of hope that no matter what layer of
woundedness they encounter in themselves,
that Jesus 1s going to be enough. He’s going
to pull them through it.”

Myers co-leads a Magdala group in Indiana
that is going into its third session. She said
that the program “flips the script” from
shame, fear and “cursing our sexuality” to
“God showing his glory through you to
bring his love into the world.”

“There is this emphasis on voicing and
loving and reverencing the whole person,”
Myers continued, including their spiritual,

180



https://www.afterbabel.com/p/the-mass-trauma-of-porn
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/research/report/2022-teens-and-pornography-final-web.pdf
https://www.covenanteyes.com/
https://www.covenanteyes.com/
https://www.thelightphone.com/shop
https://www.strive21.com/
https://www.strive21.com/
https://thedispatch.com/article/internet-children-parents-porn-virtual-safeguards/
https://thedispatch.com/article/internet-children-parents-porn-virtual-safeguards/
https://www.apeopleafire.org/we-thirst
https://www.apeopleafire.org/we-thirst
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/603aaf3bdde1340721bb45c3/t/6543bbcd66c285297ca59476/1698937807733/Campus+Guide.pdf.pdf
https://www.magdalaministries.org/
https://www.magdalaministries.org/
https://www.magdalaministries.org/book-a-speaker
https://www.ncregister.com/news/not-just-a-guy-problem-women-and-porn-addiction
https://www.ncregister.com/news/not-just-a-guy-problem-women-and-porn-addiction

psychological and physiological
components.

By training its leaders and providing weekly
content, Magdala cultivates confidential
spaces where women can share their stories,
receiving each other and themselves “not as
problems to be solved but rather places of
hope,” explained Myers.

She has witnessed “women blossoming into
their true selves,” moving “from isolation to
community and mentorship.”

Ethos National

Ethos National, founded in 2023 by Josh
Haskell, a 2024 Notre Dame valedictorian
finalist, facilitates campus small groups for
young men facing porn addiction.

Paul Biese, a senior at the Franciscan
University of Steubenville and a
development associate at Ethos, said in an
email to the Register that “one of the most
effective parts of Ethos is the sense of
brotherhood it fosters. Sin thrives in secrecy,
and Ethos offers a space where young men
can be honest without fear of judgment.
That’s incredibly powerful — and sorely
needed.”

Ethos is free, requires only an hour a week,
and gets results. “In just two years,” Biese
wrote, “we’ve helped nearly 500 college-age
men, and we’ve seen an average 83%
decrease in pornography use.”

The three pillars of Ethos are “weekly
small-group meetings, daily check-ins with
an accountability partner, and short daily
readings,” which “create a rhythm of
consistency, vulnerability and mutual
encouragement,” said Biese.

Magdala and Ethos share this commitment
to confidentiality because of the shame that
surrounds sexual sin and addiction. Each is
grounded in three main theological
principles: that human dignity is rooted in
being made in God’s image, that sexuality is
itself good (as articulated by Pope St. John
Paul II), and that Christians have an
irrevocable identity as beloved sons and
daughters of God.

“Rather than reducing chastity to a list of
prohibitions,” Biese explained, “Ethos seeks
to inspire men to become bold spiritual
fathers — men who are free, self-giving and
courageous.”

Help for High Schoolers

Ethos and Magdala are designed for young
adults, but many young men and women
find themselves entrapped long before
college. Parents and teachers can support
teens through mentorship and small groups.

Joseph Murray, a father of four and teacher
at Aquinas Academy in Gibsonia,
Pennsylvania, has helped foster these kinds
of communities over his 10 years as a
middle- and high-school teacher, coach and
mentor. In the face of “such high saturation”
of porn — on social media or even at
friends’ houses — he firmly believes that
young men and women need supportive
mentorship.

“They [students] really want people that
they can trust [to] share their struggles as
they’re trying to grow into the men and
women God’s created them to be,” said
Murray.

Teachers’ role as mentors works most
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effectively, he added, when parents expect
and support Catholic schools’ mission of
human formation. Murray underscored that
appropriate boundaries and guardrails — as
well as gender segregation — are necessary
when addressing such topics.

Having led six Exodus 90 groups for his
high schoolers before handing on the
leadership to the students, Murray remarked
that, while many joined Exodus 90 because
of porn, the program itself is not specifically
designed for that struggle.

However, the program’s pillars of prayer,
fraternity and asceticism make Exodus 90 an
“antidote to so much vice,” including porn,
and thus a good starting point for young
people hoping to start their own groups.

Murray described Exodus 90’s daily Holy
Hour as “directing the heart’s longing” back
to Christ and its community as freeing
young men from the “shame and self-
loathing and so many lies spoken [by the
devil].”

“When you begin to pray,” he said, “you
train yourself to take your deepest longing
and your deepest desires and orient them
towards God, where you’re supposed to go.
... If you’re growing in union with God,
then fruits will flow.”

Smaller groups, peer “battle buddies,” and
one-on-one conversations with mentors,
Murray added, can be especially effective in
counteracting the atmosphere of shame
surrounding porn.

Getting Parental Buy-In

Biese and Myers emphasized the role of
teens’ parents. The biggest roadblock for

Ethos expanding its programming to high
schoolers, Biese said, “is parental buy-in.”

“Many parents,” he continued, “either aren’t
fully aware of how prevalent pornography
use is or they’re hesitant to confront it. But
for a high-school program to work, we’ll
need parents who are informed, supportive,
and willing to walk with their children
through this formation.”

“The most powerful thing a parent can do is
model chastity themselves — and speak
about it with honesty and compassion,”
Biese said. “Chastity education is not a
onetime ‘talk’ — it’s a way of life. That
means building trust over time, removing
shame from the conversation, and creating
practical structures for accountability.”

Myers with Magdala, remembering her own
experience as a teen, highlighted the need
for dialogue, awareness and openness.
Parents and educators can ask themselves,
“How can we start talking about this?” and
work to overcome “this fear about talking
about sexuality with their children” —
“building that space and trust” early on and
“talking about the good of [sex]” as soon as
is appropriate. She encouraged communities
to create opportunities “for parents to really
gather together and learn in community
about how to talk about the theology of the
body.”

She added, “Creating a space of holding the
truth, the goodness and the beauty” of
sexuality seems to be a tall order, but a
necessary one, for true healing.

That’s something Ethos’ Haskell knows
well.

As Haskell wrote of his own journey, “Porn
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used to be the dictator of my life. ... freedom.”
Through God’s grace, I’ve found

Mary Hoerner
https://www.ncregister.com/news/pornography-helping-young-people-addiction
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The Age of Disbelief: When Do People Lose Their Religion?

There is a stereotype of people losing their
faith while attending a secular college. They
may be ruined by the pleasures of the world,
bullied by atheistic professors, or simply
lose their faith as they grow in “wisdom”
after being freed from their parents’
brainwashing. As a state

university graduate, I can confirm the
atmosphere of hostility to faith, but many
people lose their faith well before they are
college age. While many people do lose
their faith during this period, research
indicates that a significant number of
Catholics abandon their faith before
adulthood, underscoring the importance of
early religious formation. The survey data
shows dual threats to Catholic faith, with
different risks at different ages.

For many years, we have known that people
often leave the Faith before adulthood. In
2009, the Pew Research Center reported:

Almost half of Catholics who are
now unaffiliated (48%) left
Catholicism before reaching age 18,
as did one-third who are now
Protestant. Among both groups, an
additional three-in-ten left the
Catholic Church as young adults
between ages 18 and 23. Only one-
fifth who are now unaffiliated (21%)
and one-third who are now
Protestant (34%) departed after
turning age 24. Among those who
left the Catholic Church as minors,
most say it was their own decision
rather than their parents’ decision.

Professor Christian Smith conducted a series
of influential surveys through the National

Study of Youth and Religion.

Smith found that “most who commit to God
did it before they were age 14.” He
concluded that “the religious commitments
and orientations of most people appear to be
set early in life and [are] very likely to
follow a consistent trajectory from that early
formation through the adolescent and into
emerging adult years.” To Smith, it was not
that the teenage years were irrelevant but
“instead simply that what matters for

most even more is what happens

religiously before the teenage years, which
powerfully conditions most of everything
that happens thereafter.” This is consistent
with other research.

The Public Religion Research Institute
released a report back in 2016 showing that
most of those who lose their faith do so
before adulthood:

Most Americans who leave their
childhood religious identity to
become unaffiliated generally do so
before they reach their 18th
birthday. More than six in ten (62%)
religiously unaffiliated Americans
who were raised in a religion say
they abandoned their childhood
religion before they turned 18. About
three in ten (28%) say they were
between the ages of 18 and 29. Only
five percent say they stopped
identifying with their childhood
religion between the ages of 30 and
49, and just two percent say age 50
or older.

Most recently, Professor Ryan Burge, who
runs a website called Graphs About
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Religion, ran a survey of 2,400 “nones,” the
people who list their religion as none or
nothing in surveys. As for when people
leave their religion, Burge finds that “there’s
a specific window of time: 15-25 years old.
That’s when more than half of non-religious
folks head for the exits. The most popular
age was 18.”

Of course, these various surveys generate
different results because of their different
samples and methodologies. For example,
you might see it reported that: “The median
age at which these former Catholics said
they made the decision to leave the faith was
13,” but this is based on a survey “of former
Catholics between the ages of 15 and 25.”
Of course, a survey of younger people will
have an early age that they left the Faith, as
with Christian Smith’s survey of young
people. Within a survey of Protestants,
church attendance dropped by half from
their “early teens until age 19.”

The terminology can also vary. In one
survey report, for example, Pew
distinguishes between a failure to transmit
religion and switching of religion.
“Intergenerational transmission is the
passing of religious identity from parents to
children. It occurs (or fails to occur) in
childhood.” On the other hand, Pew says:

Intergenerational transmission
differs from switching because it
describes what happens before the
age of 15 and is measured by
comparing the religious affiliation of
mothers with the affiliations reported
by their teenage children. Switching,
by contrast, describes a change that
happens after the age of 15, it is
measured by comparing the religions
in which respondents say they were

raised with the affiliations they
report today.

Nevertheless, Pew concludes that “Most
people don’t change their religious identity.
But among those who do, the switch
typically happens between the ages of 15
and 29.” An older survey from a different
group showed only one third changed faiths
before the age of 22, and “the median age at
the time they changed faiths or significantly
altered their faith perspective was 22.”
There may be differences in the kind of
change too. The Pew survey suggests losing
faith entirely happens at an earlier age while
switching to Protestantism comes later. (A
later Pew report on Hispanic Catholic-to-
Protestant conversions also had an older
age.) This makes some sense, as college-age
adults are more likely to have the physical
independence that makes switching churches
easier.

The results above vary depending on their
samples and methodologies, but there are
some consistent themes: while we lose
people to Protestantism in early adulthood,
many Catholics lose their faith well before
adulthood. Parents should not assume they
have 18 years to pass on the Faith and
cannot assume their middle schooler is solid
in faith because they have not yet been
exposed to the hostile world.

Likewise, parishes cannot ignore kids after
First Communion or Confirmation. And
when discussing the right age for
Confirmation—which I hope is driven more
by doctrine than data—we should at least
have accurate information about when faith
crises tend to occur. The usefulness of this
survey data is in helping us avoid the
potential blind spot of faith loss among
middle schoolers and high schoolers. Our
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children may find a different place to seek
God in early adulthood, but they are at risk
of losing their belief in God altogether in
adolescence.

To be clear, people do lose their faith and
people do stop going to Mass in college or
when moving away from home as a young
adult. This is an issue, and one that
Catholics should think deeply about.
Professor Smith noted that “some religious
traditions gain or lose more than others,”

J.C. Miller

and that Catholics were “especially likely to
drop” adherents “as they transition from the
teenage to the emerging adulthood years.”
This is a reason to encourage the young to
attend Catholic colleges and schools with
strong campus ministries. But we cannot
focus on the college years in a way that
ignores the epidemic of earlier faith loss.
The evidence above shows that the loss of
faith can happen earlier. Parents: you have
been warned.

The Age of Disbelief: When Do People Lose Their Religion?
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October Festivals: Lepanto and Columbus

Every year, the Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary, October 7, falls within the same
week as Columbus Day, celebrated on the
second Monday in October. Together, these
feasts make up one big festival because of
the intimate relation between the events that
they celebrate.

The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is also
known as the Feast of Our Lady of Victory
because it celebrates the Blessed Mother’s
aid in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7,
1571. This battle was a great Christian naval
victory over the Muslim Turkish forces in
the Mediterranean. Although an increasing
number of young Catholics are aware of this
major historical event, it is not widely
known among the general American public
and is rarely covered in public elementary or
high school history curricula.

The Battle of Lepanto was a decisive
encounter between an allied Christian navy
made up of Genoese, Venetian, Vatican, and
Spanish ships cobbled together for the
defense of Italy against a larger Turkish
navy gathered in Greece for attack across
the Adriatic. It was the largest naval battle to
ever take place in the Mediterranean, the
grand finale of a century of crusading
struggle over the watery “Middle Earth.”

Two signal features of the Battle of Lepanto
place it at the intersection of the Age of
Columbus (1492) and the Age of the
Reformation (1517).

On the one hand, the Genoese Christian
flagship during the battle had an image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, which had been
sent back to Europe—so, in some sense, the

newly evangelized native peoples of the
Americas had their representative at the
battle.

On the other hand, Protestants were
significantly absent from the allied Christian
ranks during the battle. Pope St. Pius V had
sent out an “all call” for everyone to pray
their Rosary in the time of crisis for
Christendom and he had requested military
help from all the old Crusader kingdoms—
the France of King St. Louis, the England of
Richard the Lionhearted, the Holy Roman
Emperor, and the kings of Spain. But the
French king, Charles IX, was too occupied
with religious tensions with Protestant
Huguenots to send ships; and Elizabeth I,
the Protestant Queen of England, had been
recently excommunicated and was too busy
funding piracy against the Spanish to
support the defense of Christendom. Even
the famed Spanish Armada of Philip II was,
in some sense, otherwise occupied with
exploring and conquering the distant East
Indies—that far-flung portion of the Christian
world that would be named for him—The
Philippines.

G. K. Chesterton’s famous 1911 poem
“Lepanto” draws attention to this double
historical context with two wonderful lines:
“From evening isles fantastical rings faint
the Spanish drum,” and “The cold Queen of
England is looking in the glass.” The
absence of Philip II’s Spanish fleet in the far
western island archipelago, and the absence
of English naval support from Queen
Elizabeth certainly contributed to the sense
of desperation leading up to the battle. The
pope was forced to cobble together a motley
band of brothers under a youthful, untried
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commander, Don John of Austria.

Many Catholics do not realize that October
31 is celebrated as Reformation Day, the
anniversary of Luther’s legendary nailing of
his protest against indulgences to the door of
the Wittenberg Cathedral on All Hallows’
Eve. Columbus’ voyage and Luther’s protest
were both, in different ways, responses to
the ongoing crisis in the Mediterranean.

The urgent preaching of indulgences, the
call for Peter’s Pence, the desperate need for
alms which sparked rebellion among the
local German princes escalated into the
Protestant Reformation in the context of the
Turkish threat to Christian Europe.
Crusaders, the wounded and maimed, their
widows and children; hospitals, orphanages,
roads, bridges, ships; ransom for captives
and galley slaves; building a new St. Peter’s
since Constantinople’s great church had
fallen into the hands of the Muslims—all
this took money. All these “good works”—
besides prayer, fasting, sacraments,
pilgrimages—were central to the public
corporate Christian life in the 1500s.

Columbus Day celebrates the famous
voyage and the famous landfall on October
12, 1492, that also took place in the context
of the massive three-century-long struggle
between Christendom and the Ottoman Turk
Empire which came to a head later in the
Battle of Lepanto. There would have been
no reason, no need, no cause for Columbus’
harebrained scheme of sailing west to Japan
and China if the age-old route across the
Mediterranean to the Silk Road to China and
the Spice Road to India was still open and
available to Christian merchants and
missionaries. But that route, which the
Venetian Marco Polo had pioneered back in
the 1200s, during the great age of the rise of

trade, towns, and mendicant friars—the age
of Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)—was
closed off by the rise of the Ottoman Turk
Empire.

Various Muslim forces had controlled the
Holy Land since Muhammad’s time, and
they had had differing policies with regard
to Christian pilgrims and traders over the
centuries. But the rise of the Turkish power,
subduing other Muslim ethnic groups—the
Arabs, the Egyptians, Tunisians, Kurds—
had consolidated Muslim control of the
Eastern Mediterranean. By 1453, the Turks
had captured the ancient Christian capital of
Constantinople and turned the enormous
Christian basilica of Hagia Sophia into the
great mosque of Istanbul.

Conquest of the Dardanelles strait enabled
them to make further inroads into Christian
Europe, conquering Greece, the Balkans,
moving into Hungary, and threatening
Vienna with a siege in 1529. They also
threatened Christian islands like Cyprus and
Malta in the Mediterranean and carried out
attacks along the eastern coast of Italy—
raiding, massacring, and taking slaves from
Brindisi, Otranto, Bari, and even the ancient
naval capital, Venice. The Turkish leader,
Suleiman the Magnificent, vowed that he
would make the Mediterranean “a sea on
which no Christian ship could set sail.”

This growing encirclement, the red crescent
of Turkish control of the eastern
Mediterranean, first drove the Portuguese to
attempt the route around Africa to the Indies
to replace Marco Polo’s old trade route and
then the Spanish to give a hearing to the
mariner who believed that Japan and China
were only 2,500 nautical miles and one
month sailing west of the Canary Islands.
Columbus’ idea was considered absurd
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(it was absurd; it is absurd!) by the learned
in the universities of Spain because they
knew full well that the circumference of the
earth was far and away larger than
Columbus calculated (they did not think that
the earth was flat!). But the financial needs
of the Reconquest of Spain from the Moors
and the ongoing need for gold to pay
soldiers and spices to preserve meat for the
troops in the defense of Christendom, made
the Spanish monarchs willing to entertain
Columbus’ visionary plan.

The two great victories—the providential
rescue of Columbus from his own madness
on October 12, 1492, and the providential
rescue of Rome October 7, 1571, took place
in the context of the crisis of Christendom
surrounded. Christians celebrated both great
events in the same fashion: Rome celebrated
Columbus’ voyage by gilding the ceiling of
the great Basilica of St. Mary Major; Rome
celebrated the victory at Lepanto by gilding
the ceiling of the church of Santa Maria in
Ara Coeli (St. Mary in the Heavens) on the
top of the Capitoline Hill.

The struggle with the Islamic Turkish forces
was not over: the Turks would lay siege to
Vienna a second time on September 11,
1683. The struggle to find a route for trade
and missionary activity to China is not over
still, despite the Suez and Panama Canals
and 500 years of efforts by Dominicans,
Franciscans, and Jesuits in the Far East.

But every year, the two great feasts of the
Battle of Lepanto and Columbus’ American
landfall coincide and lead us to ponder anew
the providential plan of God. As Leo XIII

Susan Hanssen
October Festivals: Lepanto and Columbus

wrote on the 400th anniversary of
Columbus’ voyage in 1892:

Columbus threw open America at the
time when a great storm was about
to break over the Church [the
Protestant Reformation]. As far
therefore, as it is lawful for man to
divine from events the ways of Divine
Providence, he seemed to have truly
been born, by a singular provision of
God, to remedy those losses which
were awaiting the Catholic Church
on the side of Europe.

After 500 years, the basic parameters
established by those events still haunt our
own time. The enormous 1.4 billion
population of China is neither Muslim nor
Christian. India, too, is neither majority
Muslim nor majority Christian but remains
80 percent Hindu. The scandal of the
division of Christendom—not just in Europe
but worldwide—between Catholics and
Protestants handicaps Christian missionary
efforts. And Europe is threatened internally
by a secularism and birth dearth that makes
it likely to be overrun by Muslim
immigration.

Columbus’ sailors—Ilike all good Christian
mariners of that age—sang the “Salve
Regina” every evening at nightfall. They
turned, as darkness fell, to Our Lady as
Stella Maris, Star of the Sea, to guide them
to safety. Pope St. Pius V begged Christians
to turn to Mary’s protection to rescue Rome
from the Turkish threat. Miraculously, on
October 7 and on October 12, those prayers
to the Queen of Heaven were answered.
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10 Years After ISIS: Catholic University in Erbil Flourishes

In the summer of 2014, Yohana Al-Zeebaree
was a 12-year-old boy when his world
turned upside down. From his home in
Duhok, a city in northern Iraq, he recalls the
whispers spreading across neighborhoods,
saying that ISIS was moving closer.

“There was this huge scare,” says Al-
Zeebaree, now 23. “I remember the night
when they said that ISIS was approaching
the northern cities, like Erbil and Duhok.
Everyone was watching the news, and we
got multiple phone calls from our relatives
telling us to leave town and go further
north.”

While Erbil and Duhok never fell, Mosul —
the second-largest city in Iraq with almost 2
million inhabitants and just a short drive
away — was taken. And the Nineveh Plain,
with Mosul as its regional capital, home to
some of Iraq’s most ancient Christian
communities, was overrun. Hundreds of
thousands fled, swelling Erbil’s refugee
camps. Churches became shelters;
classrooms turned into dormitories; streets
filled with families who had left everything
behind but their faith.

The Christians who lived in the provincial
capital of Mosul on the Nineveh Plain — in
ancient times the City of Nineveh — have
ancestors whose roots go back to the very
beginning of Christianity. The region had
been the traditional home of Assyrian
Christians and gave birth to the monastic
movement. But on June 11, 2014, the city’s
Chaldean Catholic Archbishop, Emil Nona,
announced that the last Christians had fled
the city.

Describing reports of attacks on churches
and monasteries, Archbishop Nona said:
“We received threats ... [and] now all the
faithful have fled the city. I wonder if they
will ever return here.... My diocese no
longer exists; ISIS has taken it away from
me.”

Open Doors, a religious freedom advocacy
group, agreed with the archbishop. “This
could be the last migration of Christians
from Mosul,” its representative said. “The
Islamist terrorists want to make Iraq a
‘Muslim only’ nation and as a result they
want all Christians out.”

Amid this chaos, the Chaldean Catholic
Archdiocese of Erbil, led by Archbishop
Bashar Warda, recognized that those refugee
families needed more than shelter and food.
They needed education, both religious and
secular, and hope for the future. In 2015, the
Catholic University in Erbil (CUE) opened
its doors as Iraq’s first private non-profit
university.

When the university recently graduated its
fifth class, it also celebrated its 10th
anniversary — a milestone born of resilience
and faith in the face of what once seemed
overwhelming odds.

CUE’s first academic building was funded
by the Italian Bishops’ Conference. Aid to
the Church in Need (ACN), a papal charity,
followed with funding for new wings for the
study of subjects such as architecture and
medicine, and the provision of laboratories
and a modern library. Between 2018 and
2019 alone, ACN-USA contributed more
than $1.8 million.
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An educational initiative that began in hope
with only eleven students has grown to more
than 760. About 65 percent of the student
body now studies on full scholarships, most
of which are funded by ACN.

And today, the Christians of Iraq are reaping
the fruits of that carefully targeted
generosity. The entire people of Iraq will as
well. For a community that now accounts for
less than 1 percent of the population,
because of years of persecution, Iraq’s
Christians can and must have significant
influence on the direction of the nation.

CUE is providing a major contribution to
that war-torn country in that regard.

While CUE is rooted in the Catholic
tradition, its doors are open to all. About 60
percent of its students are Christian, 30
percent are Muslim, and the rest belong to
smaller groups such as the Yazidis. In a
country where religious and ethnic divisions
often run deep, the campus offers a rare
example of daily coexistence and common

purpose.

“When you go to the villages, you see the
Christians on one side and Muslims on the
other,” says John Smith, a university trustee.
“But at the university, you see kids of all
backgrounds just having fun together, being
mutually supportive. I think it’s creating an
environment for people to learn to coexist. If
we can get a critical mass of people who
think and behave like these students are, 1
think it will make a difference in the future.”

The university’s provost, Fr. Karam
Shamasha, sees the crucial importance not

just of academics, but of social relationships
at this moment in Iraqi history: “We really
want to be a light in society. Not just
providing education, but peacebuilding.”

Looking back, it is remarkable how far the
university has come in just a decade. When
construction began in 2015, ISIS was
dominant over much of the Nineveh Plain,
and refugee camps dominated the landscape
around Erbil.

“ISIS was still in control, and the future was
so uncertain,” remembers Regina Lynch,
executive president of ACN International.
“In the midst of this, several small buildings
were constructed to begin CUE. Now, as
more and more students graduate and go to
work in various parts of Iraq, the values they
learn there will continue to positively
influence the future of Iraq.”

That influence is already visible in many
sectors of Iraqi life. Graduates are working
in hospitals, NGOs, international companies,
and local businesses. Some have started
their own initiatives, bringing innovation
and hope to communities that once felt
abandoned. Others are continuing their
studies abroad, but remain tied to Iraq
through family and faith.

And now, in 2025, the Catholic University
in Erbil is not only educating the next
generation but also nurturing peace and
resilience in a land still scarred by conflict.
Much remains to be done to rebuild and seek
a better future. But CUE’s story is proof that
even in times of despair, small and faithful
efforts at education and social healing can
be a candle of hope in the darkness.
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Not Your Grandfather’s Trade School

San Damiano College for the Trades program, with a Great Books curriculum, trains capable,
skilled craftsmen in a variety of disciplines.

The path San Damiano College for the
Trades has sprung from is 150 years in the
making.

The school occupies buildings in
Springfield, Illinois, opening its doors and
representing a hybrid of the Catholic
influences that came before it: The Sisters of
St. Francis’ commitment to prayer and the
Eucharist, the Franciscans’ history of
making the trades and sound theology
available to all, and the Ursuline zeal for
higher education at the associate level.

Twenty-four young men who come from 13
different states have found their way to be
the first class of San Damiano and enter into
a three-year program where they will not
only earn an Associate Degree in a Great
Books Liberal Arts curriculum but will
emerge as capable, skilled craftsmen in a
variety of disciplines ready to take their
place in a workforce that desperately needs
qualified candidates. One more thing that
makes this institution utterly unique: the
students will graduate with zero debt. This
debt-defying feat will be accomplished by
relationships the school has forged with
local contractors and builders in the
surrounding Springfield area who will take
students under their wing, working around
their academic schedule and providing
employment and on the job training in the
trades. The money students earn in this
groundbreaking model will provide the
tuition and room and board that is usually
the barrier to so many potential students.

On a Mission

The school is the dream come to fruition of
Kent Lasnoski. A Catholic educator with a
doctorate in higher education, Lasnoski felt
called to begin a different kind of institution
of small “c” college meets capital “C”
Catholic identity. His quest was further
spurred by observing the growing and
concerning trend where fewer young men
were going to college and decreasing
numbers of those who do attend do not
complete their studies. Lasnoski sought a
remedy in a model that combined the
spiritual with the practical.

That dream intersected with a similar vision
of Bishop Thomas Paprocki of the Diocese
of Springfield, who wanted to offer a college
experience that was a deep dive into one’s
Catholic faith. The “x” that marked the spot
was the storied location in Springfield where
a powerful Catholic lineage was lying
dormant and needed only a new mission to
come back to life.

With undergraduate study in theology,
philosophy and the arts, San Damiano is not
your average trade school; but for Lasnoski,
the combination of earthly practicality with
pursuit of the eternal is also something with
a long lineage. “Scripture reveals the story
of spiritual and literal building, demolition
and restoration — of the tabernacle tent and
the Ark of the Covenant, the Temple of God,
Jerusalem’s walls, and the Israelites
themselves as a people, all culminating in
the Incarnation.”
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Student Interest

The students from various parts of the
country, and with their own reasons to
attend San Damiano, have been busy in their
studies and in putting the finishing touches
on their first trade assignment, building their
own dresser drawers for their dorm rooms.

Henry Trainor comes from Texas. Having
been taught by the Norbertines, who are also
handling the spiritual guidance at San
Damiano, Trainor learned about this special
school where one could be close to the
sacraments while at the same time learn a
highly desirable skill. Trainor is also
discerning a calling to the priesthood and
knows with the access to daily Mass and
daily devotions he will in time come to
understand where he will serve God best.

Alex Hurla is “different” from the other
students at the school. He is 29 years old and
is part of San Damiano’s first class not
because he is a late bloomer but because he
is an atypical over-achiever.

As Hurla put it, when someone graduates
from high school, they face three choices:
going to college, going to work, or going
into the military. Hurla did all three.

He has had several jobs; he has an
undergraduate and a graduate degree and he
is a proud veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps.
But he was looking for something that
combined the “work of the hands and the
works of the mind,” he told the Register.

Robert Brennan

While he was looking at several trade
schools, he was also rediscovering his
Catholic faith and found the perfect fit at
San Damiano.

John Lawless is from Oklahoma and always
knew he wanted to go to a small, truly
Catholic college. San Damiano’s curriculum
will allow him to delve into the wisdom and
knowledge of a classical education — and
since he has always liked working with his
hands, he can hone his carpentry skills into a
vocation all its own.

Nathaniel Gabler was so eager to begin his
life at San Damiano he left home in Texas
months before the school had even opened
its doors. He has a strong motivation, as he
puts it, to be prepared in every way to be a
good Catholic husband, father and provider
and truly believes the school will help him
build all three of those attributes.

The inaugural class of San Damiano College
for the Trades has encouraged Bishop
Paprocki, who told the Register, “Our initial
enrollment for San Damiano College for the
Trades has exceeded expectations,
indicating that there is an eagerness not only
to learn the trades but also to get a solid
foundation in the virtues and values that
make for a strong Catholic Christian life.”

And though that may seem like a small
number to some, the person the school exists
for, a man who also plied His talents in the
trades for His day job, started with only 12.

https://www.ncregister.com/features/not-your-grandfather-s-trade-school
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Texas Boys School Establishes Policy to Destroy Smartphones

After years of boys (and their parents)
repeatedly ignoring the rules, a private boys
school in Houston is taking a novel
approach to its smartphone and digital
device policy: Bring it to school, and “we
will destroy it.”

Western Academy, an independent, liberal
arts school that states its goal is to educate
young men “in the good, the true, and the
beautiful,” has never allowed students to
bring electronic devices to school.

In the past, if a boy was caught with a phone
or other device at the school or a school-
sponsored event, faculty would confiscate
the device, which would be returned to the
parents only after they had met with
headmaster Jason Hebert. He would explain
the harms to boys caused by smartphone use
and why parents “should not put the phone
back into your son’s hands.”

Under the new policy, which Hebert laid out
in a four-page letter to parents last month,
after the device is discovered and destroyed,
the boy will be suspended. If it happens
again, the boy will be automatically
expelled.

Along with its singular smartphone policy,
the school, which has 230 students in third
through eighth grade, takes a unique
approach to education. The boys are free to
play throughout the park-like, rambling
grounds, where they climb and swing from
trees, build forts, shoot Nerf guns, and care
for (or chase) chickens before and after
school and multiple times throughout the
school day.

The all-male faculty expects respect and
responsibility from the boys at a young age,
according to Hebert. The teachers have the
boys rise when an adult visits a classroom
and encourage parents to let their sons learn
to endure hardship and experience natural
consequences when they forget their
homework or their lunch at home.

A Catholic priest of the Prelature of Opus
Dei serves as chaplain to the school, which
was founded in 2010, and oversees the
religious education program.

The model is popular: Even with middle-
school tuition close to $28,000 a year, every
grade has extensive waitlists, and the school
may start wait-listing boys beginning as
early as kindergarten.

At the beginning of each school year, the
boys are sorted into one of four houses that
compete throughout the year in games such
as capture the flag and “The Hero’s Race,”
where the boys in each house choose one
boy to race across campus, climbing over
obstacles and crawling through mud. There
is also a poetry recitation competition
known as “The Bard.” One mother,
Stephanie Creech, told CNA her sons are so
happy at the school they “beg to get to
school early and to stay afterward to play.”

Hebert sat down with CNA and discussed
what brought about the change in the
smartphone policy, saying he chose the
words in his letter very carefully.

Witnessing the damage

“Smartphones are causing significant,
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unimagined damage to the students who
have them,” Hebert wrote in his letter to
parents, “as well as to the sons of those
parents who have chosen not to give phones
to their sons.”

“The damage these phones have caused to
our children,” he told CNA in the interview,
“it literally has never been imagined.”

“It’s not just pornography,” Hebert
continued. “YouTube actors and other
characters just trying to get clicks perform
the most shameless actions on video. They
just have zero respect for the dignity of their
bodies and for life, zero. And these boys
want to emulate these people.”

Hebert said the last straw came after a
mother called him complaining her son saw
a graphic, violent video on a smartphone at a
school event.

After that, Hebert said he and the other
administrators agreed: “That’s it. We’re
done.”

Asked why the school did not just consider
automatic expulsion after the first offense
rather than the destruction of the devices,
Hebert said with a laugh: “To be perfectly
candid, I want to destroy the phone. I want
to give the boys an opportunity to have life
without it.”

He ordered a metal grinder for the purpose.

“Look, I am not an alarmist. I am not
reactionary. But the bottom line is this:
These devices are not neutral. The research
is definitive: They are bad for our kids. I
have dealt with hundreds and hundreds of
boys over two decades in education and I
have yet to see an exception to this,” he said.

Hebert said that over the years, he has
noticed a degradation in the quality of the
boys’ conversation. “You can’t imagine the
level of shamelessness” among some of the
boys,” many of whom are generally
considered “good kids.”

“This type of behavior is unprecedented in
my tenure as an educator, and even as a
professional athlete,” he said.

In the early 2000s, before beginning his
teaching career, which included teaching

at The Heights School in Maryland, he spent
one year as a professional football player on
practice squads for three NFL teams: the
Chargers, the Titans, and the Raiders.

“I never played in a regular-season game.
This is what I tell people: I made it to the
NFL. I did not make it in the NFL,” he said,
laughing.

“Let me make it clear: [ was an athlete
around some of the most earthy human
beings on the planet,” he said. “These men
were not ashamed to say anything in the
locker room. Yet these same men would
have blushed if they heard some of the
things these boys talk about! This is so
unimaginable. Yet it is becoming more
common now, thanks to these devices.”

Parents on board

Asked if he was worried parents would
leave over the school’s new policy, Hebert
said if parents are not on board with the
school’s values, it might be better if they left
and one of the many others on the waitlist
could take their spot.

In his letter to parents, Hebert wrote that the
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“school is a true partnership with parents.
We say this not for poetic effect, but
because it must be so for the authentic
growth of your sons to become a reality.”

He told CNA parents should ask themselves:
“How valuable is the phone to you? Are you
willing to leave this place for it? This place
where your son is so abundantly happy? Is
your phone worth that? And if it is, well, it’s
a mismatch of vision.”

Since the change in policy, however, Hebert
said parental response has been “100%
positive.”

After hearing about the school’s new policy,
a mother whose son graduated from the
school several years ago dropped off a
financial donation at the front desk recently
“for the phone grinder.”

Amira Abuzeid

“Everybody just knows it’s right. Parents
might be frustrated because saying no to
their sons makes their lives harder, but they
know it’s right,” he said.

Hebert, a father of seven, said he and his
wife do not allow their children to have
smartphones or social media. “My children
may not know a lot of the lingo or some of
the jokes or about all the parties. They’re on
the outside, to a degree.”

“And even though that’s a big deal,” he
continued, “the alternative overrides that.
It’s a bigger deal.”

“The alternative is not worth it,” he said.
“We all want the truth,” he said, “and the
truth is these devices are severely hurting
kids. I’'m not a doomsday guy, but some day
these kids will be in charge of society. Think
about that.”

https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/us/texas-boys-school-establishes-policy-to-destroy-

smartphones?redirectedfrom=cna
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Catholic Families Pledge to Hit the Brakes on Smartphones

For many parents, the dangers and
downsides of giving their children
smartphones — the time wasted scrolling
online, potential exposure to inappropriate
content, and the anxiety and depression that
can come from social-media addiction —
are obvious.

What is far less obvious to many parents, in
a society saturated with smartphone use
among adults and children alike, is how to
say “No” when their son or daughter asks
for one.

One Catholic-founded Texas-based group is
attempting to offer a solution: banding
school parents together under a pledge to
keep smartphones and social media out of
their kids’ hands, based both on a Catholic
vision of the human person as well as
scientific evidence about the development of
the young brain.

It’s hardly a wonder why parents who
decide not to give their children personal,
internet-connected devices feel like outliers.
A 2025 study by Common Sense Media
(CSM) found that 1 in 4 children in the U.S.
are given a smartphone by age 8. A different
study surveyed 1,500 kids and found that
two-thirds were given their first smartphone
when they were 10 or younger.

Half of children age 0 to 8 have their own
mobile device, either a smartphone or a
tablet, with 44% of children owning one
mobile device and 5% owning both a
cellphone and a tablet, the CSM study
says. Meanwhile, a staggering 95% of
teenagers have their own smartphone.

Enter Smart Families, an initiative founded
just over two years ago by a Catholic
husband and wife, Brian and Jennifer
Kuzma, which has grown in just three years
from a single Houston Catholic school to a
presence in more than 113 schools across
the United States and United Kingdom.

Smart Families provides educational
materials, newsletters, expert speakers and
workshops for both kids and parents, as well
as other support to schools to encourage
parents in their decision to withhold
smartphones from their children for as long
as they can. The program currently employs
10 full-time staff and draws on advisory
board members that include doctors and
mental health professionals.

Brian Kuzma said demand for their program
among Catholic-school parents and
principals is “off the charts.”

“You can see that it’s the No. 1 thing that
parents are most concerned about when
they’re raising their children. And they just
need leadership, and that’s the whole idea of
Smart Families,” Kuzma, who has a
background in engineering and finance, told
the Register.

“The schools, the parents and the kids can
rely on us to be the experts. It really lowers
the threshold of effort that’s required to
[create a phone-free environment] in the
community.”

Smart Families joins a growing

movement among parents of various faiths,
inspired principally in recent years by the
work of U.S. child psychologist Jonathan
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Haidt, to take new and drastic steps to
counter the effects of smartphones and
social media among their children.

Around the world, more parents are seeking
an alternative to the prevailing wisdom
about smartphones — not wanting their kids
to be isolated with no options for interaction
— while also building for their families and
children alternative means of connection and
community.

How It Started

With their oldest child about to enter fourth
grade in 2023, the Kuzmas approached their
principal at their parish school, St. Vincent
de Paul in Houston, offering to lead an
initiative to band parents together to create a
smartphone-free school community. That
year, the Kuzmas invited their fellow school
parents to join them in a pledge that they
would withhold smartphones from their
children until at least the age of 16.

Kids could still stay connected with their
parents and friends, but would need to find
non-internet means of doing so: landlines,
for example.

“To our pleasant surprise, more than half of
the parents at the school signed the pledge
that first year, and we realized we should
professionalize this,” Kuzma continued,
pointing out that most schools don’t have
the resources to do the necessary rigorous
research themselves.

Digging into the latest studies on
smartphone use in children only
strengthened the Kuzmas’ convictions.
Modern neuroscience reveals that it is
uniquely difficult for children to resist the
addictive quality of smartphones and other

internet-connected tech.

Studies cited in a 2023 U.S. surgeon
general’s advisory suggest that frequent
social-media use particularly affects the
developing brain in the amygdala (important
for emotional learning and behavior) and the
prefrontal cortex (important for impulse
control, emotional regulation and
moderating social behavior). The prefrontal
cortex, as Smart Families advisor Crystal
Collier explains, doesn’t fully mature until
around age 25, and its development and
growth are contingent on how the brain is
utilized until then.

Jennifer, a former elementary-school
teacher, said parents almost always respond
to Smart Families’ introduction with relief.
Far from being outliers, parents are often
grateful to discover many others share their
concerns.

“You think you’re the only one that feels
this way, and then once we come in and
have these initial meetings, we realized, no,
most people feel this way. It’s just the
perception that you’re the only one,”
Jennifer said.

At its core, Smart Families’ message is
spiritual as well as scientific: Children
deserve authentic human connections
because of their God-given dignity. Brian
said their goal is to help to create families
that are “sacred and set apart” and able to
offer something attractive to the broader
world, rather than conformity to a
conventional smartphone-centric lifestyle.

“The people who are most receptive to the
message, the most passionate supporters, are
Catholics who go to Mass on Sunday, those
who are most devout in their spirituality,”
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Brian noted.

“Catholics can understand that our material
selves are a key part of our spiritual selves.
And the No. 1 victim of technology today is
our prayer lives.”

The program is privately funded by the
Kuzmas through a foundation that they run,
which granted $205,000 to Smart Families
in 2023, according to its tax forms. The
private funding model — which Brian
described as their “gift” to the Catholic
community — currently allows Smart
Families to provide its materials free of
charge to any school that wants them.

“Most parents understand that their kids are
not getting the childhood they want them to
have. They’re bringing smartphones into
their lives because they want to stay
connected and don’t want their kids to be
left out,” Brian said.

“But let’s take a time out and think about
ways to solve these problems, rather than
just doing what everybody else does,” he
urged.

How Does It Work?

Smart Families’ pledge — which any parent

can sign online, if they wish — centers
around a simple agreement to delay giving
children smartphones until at least high
school. The organization also advocates
keeping kids off social media until at least
age 16, as well as prioritizing family time
and fostering family values.

Hillary Caceres, Smart Families’ executive
director, told the Register in an interview
that the goal is not to coerce parents into a
decision one way or another, but rather to

provide the necessary information so that
parents can make the best decision for their
family regarding smartphones.

As a mother of three Catholic schoolgirls,
Caceres said she was floored to learn how
crucial the formative years are for real
human connections. Many parents are
surprised by the evidence, she said.

“If you have given them a smartphone, that
is a decision you’ve made, and we’re not
here to say that was wrong. But hear us out,
and learn a little bit about what’s going on
with your child’s brain. Learn about what
they have access to, and you need to be the
first one to tell them about the dangers,”
Caceres said.

“You need to teach them about why they
need to spend time off the phone and why
it’s so important for them to maintain human
interaction. ... If you don’t do that, who’s
going to?”

Smart Families isn’t anti-tech, though — it’s
fine for kids to use technology to stay in
touch, Caceres said, but not with a device
that gives them unfettered access to the
internet. Basic talk-and-text “dumb phones,”
or filtered services like Bark or Gabb, can be
a great option for families looking to keep
their kids connected and safe.

Most Catholic schools already restrict their
students’ use of phones while on campus;
even among public schools, at least 10 states
have banned phones at school at the
statewide level. Smart Families’ parental
pledge, which goes further, is entirely
voluntary, even for parents at participating
schools.

Parents who do sign the pledge gain a strong
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sense of solidarity with each other — in
many cases, parents wanting to withhold
smartphones have historically felt isolated
and alone, Caceres said.

“What’s really nice is you feel a little bit
more comfort when you drop that child off
for a play date. You don’t have to worry
about what they might be doing when
they’re not being completely supervised,
especially as children enter middle school,
when you’re not really playing with them, or
watching them as closely,” Caceres said.

“When you know potentially that 60% to
70% of the other parents in your school have
signed the pledge, you feel a lot more
comfortable thinking, ‘Okay, at least I know
that our kids’ friends won’t be on a
smartphone while they're there playing.’ It’s
a beautiful gift to offer your children and
yourself.”

‘A Huge Benefit’

Galveston-Houston was the first diocese in
Texas to partner with Smart Families,
launching the program in 18 of its Catholic
schools in 2023. (In Galveston-Houston, the
program is branded as “Smart Families
Shaping Souls.”)

Several of those participating schools, such
as St. John Paul II Catholic School (StJPII)
in Houston, are nationally recognized for
their excellence as “Blue Ribbon Schools,”
the highest award bestowed to schools by
the U.S. Department of Education.

Rebecca Bogard, principal at StJIPII —
which is also the largest school in the
archdiocese —told the Register that roughly
60%-70% of their families have taken Smart
Families’ pledge.

Bogard said it has been a huge boon to the
school to have the Smart Families’ staff
available to provide expert advice, training
and resources to school staff and to parents.
Plus, there’s no monetary cost.

Since the program is so new, StJPII is still in
the beginning stages of seeing how it will
change the school long term. On the whole,
parents are happy, and teachers are noticing
positive differences in the classroom, in
terms of student attention spans and motor
skills, Bogard said.

“When [Smart Families] takes that burden
off the school, that’s a huge benefit,” she
said. “Parents don’t have to participate; it’s
just an added benefit as they’re trying to
raise their children to be Godly people.”

Tara Cevallos, principal at St. Austin
Catholic School in Austin, another “Blue
Ribbon School,” said families are craving
help and support. St Austin’s was the first
school in Austin to sign on to the program,
and when the school implemented it,
Cevallos said she “didn’t get one single
email arguing the other way.”

Smartphones have such an outsized effect on
a child’s holistic education, she noted, that
schools should seriously consider a greater
intervention on smartphones beyond phone-
free school days.

“The implications are so large, [but] we can
change the trajectory for these kiddos. If we
can stave off the damage until their brains
are more fully formed, that can really help
their human development,” Cevallos said.

Another principal, Jeff Matthews of St..
Cecilia Catholic School in west Houston,
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said joining the Smart Families program
provided a “common language” and
consensus of support among parents.

“Many families felt it was something they
wanted to do, but felt they were the only
one. They were always afraid their students
were going to be left out,” Matthews said.

“If we all kind of bind together here, maybe
we can resist the pressures from our own
kids,” he recalled of the parents’ realization.

Now in its third school year of existence,

Smart Families isn’t slowing down. Catholic
dioceses across the country are reaching out
with interest in bringing the program to their
schools; the Diocese of Wichita, Kansas, for
example, just launched the program in more

Jonah McKeown

than a dozen of its schools this year.

For Brian and Jennifer, their work with
Smart Families is an extension of their faith.
Brian recalls hearing God’s voice while
kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament in
adoration, calling on Brian to devote the
whole of his energy and his resources to this
project, which he called a “dramatically
underserved mission.”

Brian said: “Everyone is dealing with this
[smartphone problem], and the Catholic
Church offers such a beautiful response. We
have to accept our own humanity first, and
then we can really offer something to the
world that they’re not getting: offer
authentic humanity back to people.”

https://www.ncregister.com/features/smart-families-helps-catholic-families-go-phone-free
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Judge Dismisses Lawsuit Seeking to Block $5 Million State Grant to Catholic
Trade School

A West Virginia circuit court judge has
tossed out a lawsuit aiming to block a state
government agency from providing a $5
million grant to an Ohio Catholic trade
school.

Judge Richard Lindsay said in the Sept. 25
ruling that the seven-figure grant from the
West Virginia Water Development
Authority was constitutional, nixing the
effort by the American Humanist
Association to block the funds for the
College of St. Joseph the Worker in
Steubenville, which is looking to expand
into West Virginia.

Lindsay had blocked the grant in July after
the secular humanist group argued in its
lawsuit that the state government’s grant
would violate Article III of the West
Virginia Constitution.

That section forbids the government from
using tax funds “for the erection or repair of
any house for public worship or for the
support of any church or ministry.”

In his Sept. 25 ruling, however, Lindsay said
the court had received documentation that
the entirety of the grant is “being used for
the purpose of economic development only”
and “therefore is constitutional.”

The West Virginia water authority is
empowered to issue grants to “encourage
economic growth,” Lindsay noted in his
ruling. The government agency told the
court that the grant to the Steubenville
school would be used only for “real estate
acquisition, site development, construction,

infrastructure improvement,” and other
nonreligious endeavors.

School president Michael Sullivan,
meanwhile, agreed that none of the grant
would be spent on “religious advocacy of
any kind.” Grant money would also not go
toward teacher salaries, Sullivan said.

Lindsay said in his ruling that the humanist
group had “rightly” challenged the grant
under the impression that it would fund
religious advocacy.

But since the school and the West Virginia
government agreed that the funds would
only go toward secular concerns, there is
“no genuine issue of material fact” in the
case, Lindsay said, and there is “no question
of constitutional law” remaining.

The Ohio school did not immediately
respond to a request for comment on the
decision on Sept. 30. The humanist group,
meanwhile, said on Sept. 26 that it was
“satisfied” with the ruling.

The group alleged that the original grant was
an “affront to West Virginia taxpayers” and
a “blatant violation of church-state
separation.”

St. Joseph the Worker teaches construction-
related trades such as carpentry, HVAC,
electrical, and plumbing. It also offers a
bachelor’s degree in Catholic studies along
with the trade lessons.

The school says on its website that its
Catholic studies program is “designed to
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prepare [students] for the lay vocation: and your community.”
sanctifying your family, your workplace,

Daniel Payne
https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/us/judge-dismisses-lawsuit-seeking-to-block-5-dollars-

million-state-grant-to-catholic-trade-school ?redirectedfrom=cna
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Tired Teachers? Take Inspiration from the Wonderful Blessed Alvaro

A few weeks into the new school term,
many teachers may already feel the weight
of the year. The names still blur together,
lesson plans don’t always (or ever!) match
the reality of the classroom, and every pupil
brings a new psychology to appreciate.
Teaching is a wonderful calling, but let’s be
honest — it’s exhausting, and the
responsibility can feel immense.

This is where Blessed Alvaro del Portillo
can offer a gentle boost.

On the occasion of his beatification in
2014, Pope Francis wrote to Bishop Javier
Echevarria, Prelate of Opus Dei, describing
Blessed Alvaro as:

“Welcoming towards everyone and
always seeking in others what was
positive, what united, what was
constructive.”

That single sentence could serve as a
mission statement for every teacher.

Because isn’t that what good teaching is all
about? To see the positive in each child —
even the ones who test our patience — and
to build on it. To create an atmosphere
where pupils feel not just taught, but
welcomed. To bring together a group of very
different personalities and turn them into a
community that learns, laughs, and grows
side by side.

Lessons in kindness and unity
When teachers live this way, something

remarkable happens. The classroom
becomes more than a place of academic

instruction; it becomes a space where
children learn how to live with others. They
see adults who choose encouragement over
criticism, who notice what unites rather than
what divides, who construct something
hopeful out of the daily chaos.

Those lessons in kindness and unity may
linger long after the algebra and spelling
have faded.

Of course, this is easier said than done.
There are days when fatigue takes over,
when noise levels soar, and when it feels
impossible to see anything positive at all.
That’s when Alvaro’s quiet example matters
most. He didn’t avoid challenges, but he
chose how to face them: with patience,
gratitude, and reliance on God. His little
aspiration — “Thank you; forgive me; help
me more” — can become a teacher’s prayer
in the middle of the most trying day.

And one other element of Blessed Alvaro
stands out. The founder of Opus Dei, St.
Josemaria Escriva, described him as "always
having a smile."

... there have been many occasions,
humanly speaking, for getting angry,
for becoming irritated, for being
disloyal. But he has always had a
smile and an incomparable fidelity.

Isn't it true that so often, just putting a smile
on our faces can change the mood, both for
our students and in our own thoughts?

So as you step into class on Monday,
remember Alvaro’s way: find the positive in
each pupil, seek what unites, and construct
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something greater together. Thank God for In doing so, you’re not only teaching lessons

the privilege of shaping young lives, ask from the syllabus. You’re showing children
forgiveness when things go wrong, and pray how to see the best in one another, how to

for the help to carry on with renewed work together, and how to build something
strength. beautiful out of their differences. That’s not

just education — it’s inspiration.

Cerith Gardiner
Tired Teachers? Take Inspiration from the Wonderful Blessed Alvaro
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Catholic College Announces Free Tuition Program

St. Joseph's College of Maine, the state's
only Catholic college, announced earlier this
month that it would no longer charge tuition
fees to Maine residents who come from
families making below $100,000.

"The Monk's Lantern Initiative," which was
formally announced on September 17, will
provide qualified Maine residents with no-
cost tuition for the school. St. Joseph's
College of Maine's athletics teams are
nicknamed "Monks."

Students must be enrolled full-time at St.
Joseph's College of Maine's physical campus
in Standish, Maine, make academic
progress, fill out a federal financial aid form
each year, and remain below the income
limits to be eligible for all four years of
college.

“The Monk’s Lantern Initiative is a
powerful expression of our core values,”
said St. Joseph's College of Maine President
Joe Cassidy in a press release announcing
the program.

“For years, we’ve quietly been walking with
students from the margins, helping them
realize their potential and achieve their
dreams. This program is our formal
commitment to that legacy—ensuring that a
values-based education is not a luxury, but a
fundamental opportunity for every qualified
student in Maine," he said.

"We are illuminating the path forward, one
student at a time."

Students who qualify for the Monk's Lantern

Initiative will still be eligible for federal and
state loans and grants, said a release from
the college. Any remaining balance on their
tuition that is not covered by these grants
will remain unpaid, Cassidy told local media
network WMTW.

“In the event that there’s some money left
over, we’ll just sort of [be] accepting that as
a loss, if you will, so that the students can
have this opportunity," he said.

The Monk's Lantern Initiative was partly
inspired by Catherine McAuley, the
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, said the
release from the school. The Sisters of
Mercy founded St. Joseph's College of
Maine in 1912.

Students must have a high school grade
point average of at least 3.4 to be eligible for
the Monk's Lantern Initiative and have
resided in Maine for at least a year before
applying, said an information sheet. They
will still be charged for housing, meals,
books, and other supplies, but can use
scholarships or other aid to defray these
costs.

Even before the new initiative was
announced, St. Joseph's College of Maine
awarded almost $20 million in merit
scholarships and other award packages to its
student body last school year, said the
school.

"As a result, 100% of SJC students receive a
scholarship or aid package, underscoring the
college's commitment to investing in its
students' futures," said the school.
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Christine Rousselle
Catholic College Announces Free Tuition Program
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Al: Nearness to the Beast

In 1984, as a young man of nineteen, I
returned from a year of testing my vocation
to the religious life. We had been deprived,
or rather liberated, from the television for
that period. On my short vacation
afterwards, I went off to Blockbuster and
rented a VHS tape of a popular new movie
called “The Terminator.”

It showed a future world where machines
were at war with humans, and machines, or
as we would call them today, “drones,”
killed. It was a science-fiction movie. Forty-
one years later, what was fantasy is now
reality: drones, even the size of flies, are a
principal means of warfare on many
battlefields, some sophisticated, some, as in
the case of those used by ISIS in the battle
of Mosul, rudimentary.

Four years before that movie appeared, the
then Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, who would go on to become Pope
Benedict X VI, one of the finest theologians
in the Church in the last several hundred
years, gave a speech at a conference in
Palermo, Sicily. (Searching the Internet for
articles on this speech, I have only been able
to find one, a short piece in Aleteia, written
in 2018, by Professor Daniel Esparza.)

Among other things discussed by the
Church’s doctrinal watchdog, Ratzinger
addressed the seemingly esoteric meaning of
the description of the “Beast,” in the Book
of Revelation (13:18), in particular the name
of the Beast, or rather the number, “666.”

This subject, normally relegated to the outer
fringes of religion, or the unpublished

dissertations of the mentally unstable, in this
barely known address by Cardinal Ratzinger
may be one of the most important — and
prophetic — speeches in anticipation of the
world unfolding at rapid pace in the middle
of the twenty-first century.

Rather like “The Terminator,” the world of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in 1980 was pure
fantasy, and warnings of the danger of “the
machine” seemed to belong alongside
ravings from the lunatic asylum.

Drawing from the experience of the Nazi
concentration camps, however, Ratzinger
said that they “cancelled faces and history,
transforming man into a number, reducing
him into a cog in an enormous machine.”

He continued, warning of future dangers that
portended:

man must be interpreted by a
computer, and this is only possible if
translated into numbers. The Beast is
a number and transforms into
numbers. God, however, has a name
and calls by name. He is a person
and looks for the person.

Many years before, Fr. Romano Guardini, a
theologian highly influential on the thought
of Joseph Ratzinger, spoke of the dangers
unleashed by a post-nuclear age, but which
apply as much, if not more, to the age of Al:

At the centre of the endeavours of
the coming culture will loom this
problem of power. The solution of it
will remain crucial. Every decision
faced by the future age — those
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determining the welfare or misery of
humanity and those determining the
life and death of humanity itself —
will be decisions centred around the
problem of power. Although it will
increase automatically as time moves
on, the concern will not be its
increase but first the restraint and
then the proper use of power.

From the very beginning, in the Garden,
when humanity was assured, by the Father
of Lies, in whom, as the Lord said, there was
no truth, that we could become “like God,”
fallen man seems incapable of both caution
and restraint.

This is not the twenty-first-century
equivalent of the machine-destroying
followers of Mr. Ned Ludd, even though
that will be the accusation of those
determined to forge ahead with the
“unavoidable” future of Al. The Beast, the
number, not only exists, but is of infinitely
superior intelligence to ourselves. He knows
all about the unrestrained and improper use
of power.

If one quality is needed at this time, perhaps
more than any other, it is the gift of
discernment.

In the Book of Proverbs, we are told:
“Blessed is the man who discovers wisdom,
who gains discernment.” Discernment,
etymologically, is much more than judging
well; it includes the sense of “sifting apart,”
rather as the prospector sifts through much
dirt before he finds the speck of gold. St.
Paul encourages us, in Ephesians, to “try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord.”

Ratzinger’s prophetic and extraordinary

insight into the meaning of the number of
the Beast, and the destructive possibilities of
the machine, echo much earlier words of
another prophet, G.K. Chesterton. He said
that the “nearer a man is to an ordered and
classified being, the nearer he is to an
automaton. The nearer he is to an
automaton, the nearer he is to a beast.”

We might even add — the nearer he is
to the Beast.

For Christians, the advent and speedy
development of Al have brought us to a time
that will call for much sifting. It might put
us odds with many, including some of our
own, who will think that we are not only
mad, but bad. If there is a coupling of the
forces of evil with technology, a prophetic
word, like Cardinal Ratzinger’s, will be
greatly needed.

Restraint and the proper use of power do not
fit with what Solzhenitsyn called the “cave-
age emotions of greed, envy, and lack of
control.” Those emotions are not restricted
to the cave; they are quite at home in Silicon
Valley, or on Wall Street.

Discernment is not a given or easily won; it
must be worked for and gained. That will
take labor and ultimately, perhaps it will
only be the Church that provides the
necessary means.

A sign of encouragement and hope in these
times: both with the choice of his name and
with several statements he has already made,
Pope Leo has identified Al (rumoured to be
the subject of his first Encyclical) as a
challenge for the Church, and a danger to
“human dignity, justice and labor.”
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Fr. Benedict Kiely
Al: Nearness to the Beast
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One Million Children to Unleash “Tidal Wave of Prayer” on World

The Catholic charity Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN) is hoping one million children
will once again join in their annual initiative
to pray the Rosary during the first month of
October.

This is the 20th year of the "One million
children praying the Rosary" campaign, said
a release from ACN, and the event has
grown rapidly over the last few years. In
2023 and 2024, for the first time, more than
one million children officially signed up to
pray the Rosary as part of the event.

The timing of the event aligns with the Feast
of Our Lady of the Rosary, which is
celebrated on October 7.

With a massive number of people praying,
there will be “a tidal wave of prayer around
the world, sprung from the hearts of children
and uttered in childlike trust,” said Fr. Anton
Lasser, ecclesiastical assistant to ACN
International.

This year's prayer campaign is particularly
important, said Cardinal Maura Piacenza,
international president of ACN, noting that
there is an "ever-pressing yearning for peace
and unity in a world wounded by division,
conflict, and suffering.”

“In an age when prayerful silence is
too often drowned out by the noise
of the world, the Rosary offers an
oasis of contemplation. It is neither a
dry nor repetitive practice, but rather
a gentle and strong path that leads us
to the heart of the Gospel,” said
Cardinal Piacenza.

Families together

While the campaign highlights the
importance of children praying, Piancenza
hopes entire families pray together, "so that
the entire world may be embraced by this
crown of light."

"Let us pray together that the bonds of
ecclesial communion, both affective and
effective, may be strengthened, and that the
Holy Spirit may awaken in the hearts of the
young a sincere desire for holiness.”

Groups are invited to register on

ACN's official website for the event so that
an accurate head count can be taken and
children can see how many voices are
joining their own from around the world.

As an organization, ACN, "provides pastoral
and humanitarian assistance to the
persecuted Church around the world," says
its website.

The idea of a million children praying the
Rosary originates from a saying credited to
St. Padre Pio, said ACN. The Italian mystic
reportedly said “When a million children
pray the Rosary, the world will change.”

Children praying, said Lésser, "have a
special power before God—a power that can
breach walls, heal wounds, and bring light
into the darkness.”

“The Holy Rosary is and always will be a
tried and trusted way of hope for peace—a
path we are currently walking with great
faith, above all in the Church’s Jubilee Year
of Hope,” he said.
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Christine Rousselle
One Million Children to Unleash Tidal Wave of Prayer on World
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A Mixed Victory for Christian Parents Over Educators in Contentious MI

Mead v. Rockford Public School District is part of ongoing conflicts over pronoun use and
educators’ enabling their children to pursue “social and gender transition” in schools without
their knowledge or approval.

On September 18, 2025, a federal trial court
judge in Michigan allowed a parental claim
to proceed against educators who followed a
board policy under which they “actively
concealed” their actions in changing the
gender identification of their seventh-grade
daughter by referring to her using a male
name and pronouns.

The “educators” essentially allowed this
traumatized and confused student, called
“G.M.”, to pursue steps on the road to
identifying as “transgender”.

Mead v. Rockford Public School District is
largely a win for parents in the ongoing
conflicts over pronoun use and educators’
enabling their children to pursue “social and
gender transition” in schools without their
knowledge or approval. Mead is noteworthy
because it created a split in the federal courts
over educators’ intrusions into parental
rights in light of Foote v. Ludlow School
Committee, a case that | discussed earlier

in Catholic World Report, wherein the First
Circuit allowed Massachusetts educators to
withhold similar information from parents.

Consequently, litigation is likely to reach the
Supreme Court over the fundamental right
of parents to have educators not interfere
with their right to direct the education and
upbringing of their young by informing
them about what their children with gender
dysphoria are doing in school.

Background of Mead v. Rockford Public
School District

G.M. attended East Rockford Public Schools
from kindergarten through eighth grade.

As a sixth grader in 2020, while undergoing
academic and mental health difficulties,
educators granted G.M.’s mother’s request
to provide her with counseling. As G.M.’s
mental state worsened in 2021, upon starting
seventh grade, her parents sent her to a
psychologist who diagnosed her with
Autism Spectrum Disorder, Generalized
Anxiety Disorder, and Major Depressive
Disorder.

Nearing the end of seventh grade in May
2022, G.M. sent her counselor a note asking
that she be referred to by a masculine name;
consistent with board policy, the counselor
and staff agreed to G.M.’s request without
informing her parents.

When G.M. began eighth grade, school
staff—without her parents’ knowledge or
approval—again addressed G.M. using a
male name and pronouns.

Discovering what the court described as
officials’ deceit, the Meads withdrew G.M.
from school effective October 24, 2022,
choosing to homeschool their daughter.
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Litigation

Represented by Alliance Defending
Freedom, the Meads filed a lawsuit
against the board on December 18,

2023, raising three claims.

The parents initially alleged that the board’s
policy violated their First Amendment right
to the free exercise of religion. The parents

also charged that it violated their Fourteenth

Amendment fundamental rights both to
direct G.M.’s upbringing, education, and
healthcare as well as to procedural due
process.

The court rejected the free exercise claim
because the policy, which it described as
neutral and generally applicable, did not
compel students or their parents to believe,
do anything, or require G.M. to use a
different name or pronouns, nor did it refer
to religion or religious conduct. The court
upheld the policy as rationally related to
what it described as the board’s legitimate
interest of promoting a safe and supportive
learning environment for LGBT students.

Turning to the substantive due process
claim, citing three Supreme Court cases
discussed below, the judge determined that
officials “took affirmative steps to deceive
the Meads,” because the “allegations

show some amount of coercion or
interference. ..implicat[ing their] right to
make fundamental decisions for G.M.”

The court then reasoned that the policy
violated the Meads’ rights to procedural due
process because officials failed to inform
them that G.M. asked to be treated as a male
and “conducted a ‘psychosocial
intervention’ to treat their child’s gender
dysphoria and other mental health disorders”

without their knowledge or consent. It is
unclear whether the board will appeal.

Reflection and analysis

Although denying the Meads’ First
Amendment religion charge, the judge
allowed their Fourteenth Amendment rights
claim to proceed, relying on three Supreme
Court cases alluded to above, starting with
1923°s Meyer v. Nebraska. In that case, the
Court upheld parental rights to have their
children study German in grades lower than
the ninth. The Court acknowledged the
fundamental parental right to direct the
education and upbringing of their children,
absent a showing of harm that the state had
the right to prevent.

The judge next quoted 1925°s Pierce v.
Society of Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus
and Mary, perhaps the Supreme Court’s
most significant case protecting parental
rights to direct the upbringing of their
children In Pierce, along with upholding the
rights of non-public schools to operate, the
Justices emphasized that “[t]he child is not
the mere creature of the state; those who
nurture him and direct his destiny have the
right, coupled with the high duty, to
recognize and prepare him for additional
obligations.”

Finally, the judge highlighted 77roxel v.
Granville, a controversial case in 2000 from
Washington over visitation rights. He
referenced the Justices’ observation that “the
interest of parents in the care, custody and
control of their children—is perhaps the
oldest of the fundamental liberty

interests recognized by this Court.”

In light of clear, unequivocal Supreme Court
precedent, it is mind-boggling that educators
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blatantly and completely ignored the Meads’
legitimate rights to direct the education and

upbringing of their minor daughter, a clearly
confused child undergoing a traumatic crisis.

To make matters worse, these officials went
so far as to deceive the Meads in refusing to
inform them about G.M.’s well-being. These
educators, who completely disregarded the
Meads’ rights, let alone G.M.’s need for
parental care and guidance, these
“educators,” were averse to placing the
legitimate needs of children ahead of their
ideological wishes to indoctrinate
youngsters. Such educators should no longer
be permitted to act unilaterally in facilitating
“transitioning” by impressionable minors
who likely do not fully understand what they
are doing.

Of course, children with gender dysphoria,
such as G.M., deserve psychological care,
understanding, and love. However, the
“educators” in East Rockford trammeled
parental rights to direct the education and
upbringing of their daughter when they
“took affirmative steps to deceive the
Meads about their actions to socially
transition G.M., which removed any
possibility of process before or during the
deprivation of their liberty interest.” In the

Charles J. Russo

process, these educators may well have
caused G.M. and her parents even greater
pain and emotional confusion as they
grappled with moving forward.

Sooner or later, disputes such as Meade will
reach the Supreme Court. When a case of
this nature does get to the Supreme Court,
its precedent on parental rights strongly
suggests that it will find in their favor on
this contentious issue.

Most recently, for example, in this

year’s Mahmoud v. Taylor, admittedly on a
different, but related issue involving
sexuality, the Supreme Court upheld the
primacy of parental rights to excuse their
kindergarten to fifth-grade children in
Maryland from instruction using LGBTQ+-
inclusive texts they likely did not even
understand. In another notable example on a
dissimilar topic, in 2022’s Carson v. Makin,
the Justices ruled in favor of parents from
Maine on the basis that denying them the
opportunity to enroll their children in the
faith-based schools of their choice under a
program providing tuition assistance if their
local boards did not operate their own
secondary schools violated their First
Amendment right to the free exercise of
religion.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2025/09/22/a-mixed-victory-for-christian-parents-over-

educators-in-contentious-mi-case/
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Flannery O’Connor’s Perfect Parenting Advice

There’s a phrase of Flannery O’Connor’s
that I quote so much I’ve started to take it as
a motto for parenting.

O’Connor wasn’t talking about parenting
when she said it. She was actually talking
about education. But are those really so
different? The Catechism itself says that
parents are called to be their children’s
“primary educators.”

O’Connor’s memorable phrase appears
in Mystery and Manners, in an essay
giving her opinion on literature classes.

A teacher, she wrote, should not make the
mistake of allowing the students to choose
what books to read. Instead, it is her task to
introduce them to the Great Tradition, so
that when they come to modern fiction it
makes sense in its proper context.

Here is her zinger of an ending to
this advice:

And if the student finds that this is
not to his taste? Well, that is
regrettable. Most regrettable. His
taste should not be consulted; it is
being formed.

Forming a child’s taste

That phrase has entered the daily lexicon of
my family, paraphrased: “The child’s taste is
being formed and should not be consulted.”

We use it to apply to all kinds of things,
from doing chores and finishing homework
to going on family hikes (despite complaints
from the small fry) or choosing uplifting and

positive books and movies to enjoy.

I love this advice, not only because children
often don’t know what is best for them —
how can they, with their limited experience?
— but also because I honestly really cherish
my responsibility to form my children’s
tastes. One of the best things about being a
parent is sharing the things we love with our
kids, so we can enjoy them together.

I was surprised to find O’Connor’s brilliant
advice echoed by another great writer, in
C.S. Lewis’s Abolition of Man. He wrote:

Aristotle says that the aim of
education is to make the pupil like
and dislike what he ought... The
little human animal will not at first
have the right responses. It must be
trained to feel pleasure, liking,
disgust, and hatred at those things
which really are pleasant, likeable,
disgusting and hateful.

He cites several other authors like St.
Augustine and Plato, showing that the
principle that children’s tastes need
formation stands the test of time.

Me, too!

And it’s not just kids, is it? My own natural
tendency is toward bad habits like spending
hours on Instagram, and I need regular
formation and self-education to overcome
that.

But the beautiful thing about being a parent,
or any kind of educator, is this: The more we
strive toward what is good, true, and
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beautiful ourselves, the more we teach our too.
children and students to love those things

Theresa Civantos Barber
Flannery O’Connor’s Perfect Parenting Advice
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St. Stanislaus Kostka Remains a Powerful Patron for Youth

There are many patron saints of young
people in the Catholic Church, including a
Polish Jesuit who died at the age of 17.

At the September 17, 2025, general
audience, Pope Leo mentioned the saint in
his greetings to Polish-speaking pilgrims.

May this 18-year-old, patron of your
homeland and of young people, be
an example and inspiration for new
generations of believers in seeking
God's will and courageously
fulfilling their vocation. I entrust
Poland and peace in the world to his
intercession. I bless you from my
heart.

In Poland, his feast day is September 18,
while in other parts of the world, he is
celebrated November 13.

St. Stanislaus Kostka grew up in Poland
during the 16th century and was attracted to
the faith at an early age. His parents sent
him to Vienna for education, and he was
known there for his joyful disposition and
angelic piety.

He also encountered the Jesuit Order in
Vienna and wanted to join the Jesuits as
soon as he was able. Yet, Stanislaus was
afraid of what his family would do if he
joined the Jesuits in Vienna and so he made
a plan to travel to Rome and enter there.

While he was able to enter the Jesuits in
Rome, Stanislaus fell ill and died just 10
months later, on August 15, 1568. His
sanctity was so highly regarded that it didn't
take long for him to be beatified. Pope Paul

V beatified Stanislaus on October &, 1605.
Pope Benedict XIII later canonized him in
1726.

Inspiration to all young people

Ever since his death, St. Stanislaus has been
inspiration to young people in their pursuit
of holiness. St. John Paul II in particular
noted his influence in his own life while
visiting his tomb in 1988:

I, personally, have been walking for
many years of my life, since my
childhood years, not just my youth, I
walked together with this patron
saint of youth especially in Poland.
And I also walked here in Rome,
being close, as a student of the
Belgian College. Almost every day |
came to pray to St. Stanislaus
Kostka, to pray to him and to seek
spiritual enlightenment and help
from him. And many young students
of different nationalities, from
different colleges, had the same
habit.

Furthermore, he noted how, "The journey of
his short life, begun in Rostkowo in
Mazowsze, through Vienna and then to
Rome, can be compared to a great cross-
country race towards the goal of every
Christian’s life, which is holiness."

Be brave! You too can race
Pope Francis commented on this aspect of

his life in a message on the 450th
anniversary of his death in 2018:
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I encourage you to remember, not
only during this march, but on all the
paths of your daily life, that you too
are capable of performing this
“race.” You too are driven by the
love of Christ and strengthened by
his grace. Be brave! The world needs
your freedom of spirit, your
confident gaze on the future, your
thirst for truth, goodness and beauty.

Saint Stanislaus teaches you that
freedom which is not a blind race,
but rather the ability to discern the

Philip Kosloski
St. Stanislaus Kostka Remains a Powerful Patron for Youth

goal and to follow the best ways of
behavior and life. He teaches you
always to seek first of all friendship
with Jesus; to read and meditate on
His word and welcome in His
Eucharist His merciful and powerful
presence, to resist the conditioning of
the worldly mentality.

St. Stanislaus remains a great example for
all young people, inspiring them to consider
"racing" towards holiness as early as they
can, not being afraid of what the culture may
think about them.
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UN Expert Joins Detransitioner in Urging Governments to Protect Parental
Rights

The United Nations (U.N.) Expert on
Violence Against Women and Girls Reem
Alsalem was joined by detransitioner and
activist Chloe Cole last week in urging
governments to support parents in protecting
their children from “gender transition”
medical interventions.

“Parents and legal guardians must be part of
these processes from the very beginning,”
Alsalem said during a Sept.

8 panel coordinated by the Alliance
Defending Freedom International at the
U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva.

“Yet, in many countries, parents who do not
want to endorse a ‘gender-affirmative’
approach to their children’s distress have too
often been left unsupported at best, or
vilified, ostracized, or even separated from
their children,” said Alsalem, who opposes
the “dangerous narrative” that children can
make fully-informed adult-level decisions
about their health.

The panel was part of a wider event titled
“Empowering Parents to Protect Children’s
Health and Well-Being,” which was co-
hosted by the Permanent Mission of
Hungary to the U.N. in Geneva and ADF
International. Sponsors for the event
included the permanent missions of The
Gambia, Algeria, Argentina, Qatar,
Vanuatu, and Uzbekistan, along with
nongovernmental organizations such as
Juristes pour I’Enfance, Asociacion la
Familia Importa, Latter-day Saints Charities,
the Center for Fundamental Rights, and the

Heritage Foundation.

Cole, who detransitioned after having
undergone gender transitioning procedures
as a teenager, echoed Alsalem, stating: “I
appeal to you: We must ensure these failures
are never again repeated and that childhood
is truly protected as the fragile and yet
beautiful part of life that it is.”

“My mom and dad have always advocated
fiercely for my safety and health but were
not empowered to fulfill their irreplaceable
role as guardians of my well-being,” Cole
told the U.N. representatives gathered in
Geneva.

“On the contrary, their protective instincts
were undermined by systems and
professionals who claimed expertise but
withheld the truth,” she said. “They stood no
chance when doctors gave them the false
ultimatum of choosing between losing a
daughter to suicide or having a living ‘son.’”

Director of U.N. Advocacy at ADF
International Giorgio Mazzoli also joined
the panel, stating: “The family must not be
viewed as a competitor to the state, nor
parents as obstacles to children’s rights.
They are the children’s first and best
guardians — entrusted by nature and
recognized by law.”

Mazzoli further called on governments to
establish policies that protect parents’ rights
regarding education, health care, and other
identity-related decisions.
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Madalaine Elhabbal
https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/europe/un-expert-joins-detransitioner-in-urging-governments-
to-protect-parental-rights?redirectedfrom=cna

222



https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/europe/un-expert-joins-detransitioner-in-urging-governments-to-protect-parental-rights?redirectedfrom=cna
https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/europe/un-expert-joins-detransitioner-in-urging-governments-to-protect-parental-rights?redirectedfrom=cna

The Sound of Silence

I have always loved the melody of Simon
and Garfunkel’s “The Sound of Silence.”
Haunting yet inviting, it stirs something
within me. Perhaps it’s not only the music
that captivates me but the theme of the song
itself: silence. Like the music, which evokes
opposing feelings of caution and longing,
silence, too, can produce opposite effects. It
can be a conduit of harm or a channel of
holiness.

In Simon and Garfunkel’s vision, it is the
former. Rather than being a virtue, silence is
depicted as a corrosive force, a by-product
of modern humanity’s inability to connect
and communicate with one another. While
silence can be dangerous, there is also a
silence that is deeply sacred—a silence our
noise-saturated culture has almost forgotten
and yet so desperately craves.

Silence—A Virtue?

This summer, the National Catholic
Register reported on a rising number of Gen
Z women flocking to monasteries and
convents to seek respite in silent

retreats. Why? Because we live in a time of
so much noise: 24/7 news; endless social
and digital media; phones in our pockets.
Noise. Noise. Noise. Yet, within the human
heart, there is a deep longing—might I even
say ache—for silence, and the psalmist tells
us the reason: “Be still and know that [ am
God” (Psalm 46:10).

As Cardinal Robert Sarah poignantly wrote
in The Power of Silence: Against the
Dictatorship of Noise, “God speaks in
silence” (p. 22). He explains that the most
profound miracles, like the creation of new

life, occur in silence. For it is in the
quietude, in contemplation’s hush, that we
release the burdens of this world and make
space for the presence of Divine Love—a
presence that is a fount of abiding peace. St.
Augustine knew this so well: “You have
made us for yourself, Oh God, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in you.”

As with any virtue, silence must be taught,
watered, and tilled. And our Catholic
schools, which espouse the twin purposes of
personal sanctification and social reform in
light of Christian values, have the awesome
opportunity and responsibility to cultivate a
renewed sense of silent contemplation and
prayer throughout their schools. This
renewal begins with the administrators and
teachers themselves.

Over 300 years ago, St. John Baptist de La
Salle, an inspiring saint-educator, outlined
what we now call the “12 virtues of good
teachers.” These virtues are gravity, silence,
humility, prudence, wisdom, patience,
reserve, gentleness, zeal, vigilance, piety,
and justice. I have the privilege of teaching
an introductory education

course, Foundations of Education, at
Franciscan University of Steubenville. This
course examines the philosophical,
anthropological, and professional aspects of
the call to teach, including the importance of
virtue development for both teachers and
students.

Each semester, I ask the preservice teachers
in my Foundations class which of St. John
Baptist de La Salle’s 12 virtues are most
needed by today’s teachers.
Overwhelmingly, silence ranks in the top
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three. Yes. Silence.

At first, [ was surprised by this. But as [
reflected on the cultural context in which
these preservice teachers find themselves, it
made perfect sense. Even though a part of us
is attracted to the noise around us, we also
innately realize that silence, in the right
measure and context, is a great good. Those
who teach recognize that silence—whether
expressed through wait-time as students
grapple with difficult concepts or through
active listening as students share their
thoughts and reasoning—is a vital part of
educating and forming students. And
listening, which requires silence, is the
beginning of relationship, tapping into the
essential affective dimension of teaching
and learning.

But teachers also need to cultivate silence in
the form of prayer. Cardinal Sarah shares
that God sketches out a spiritual pedagogy—
one that is rooted in silence—in the biblical
account of Mary and Martha. What the Lord
shows us in this Gospel story is that we must
first become Mary, sitting at the foot of the
Lord in silence and listening, before we
become Martha. Otherwise, we risk
becoming agitated and bogged down in the
flurry of our work. How true this rings for
teachers!

Silence before the Lord enables the flow of
grace that teachers desperately need to
model a virtuous life and nurture the integral
development of their students. Furthermore,
as Stratford Caldecott notes in Beauty in the
Word: Rethinking the Foundations of
Education, if listening and attention to the
child is the key to a teacher’s success, it is
the child’s own quality of listening and
attention that is key to learning. “The
important thing, the real goal of study, is the

development of attention. Why?”* he asks.
“Because prayer consists of attention, and
all worldly study is really a stretching of the
soul towards prayer” (p. 30). The teacher
who has woven purposeful silence into both
her prayer life and pedagogical practices has
the beautiful capacity to foster the same
eternal fruits in her students.

Cultivating Silence in Our Catholic
Schools

The saying “you can’t give what you don’t
have” certainly holds true here. If we want
teachers to model silence—a silence that
bears the fruit of attention and serves as a
conduit of prayer—our Catholic schools
must create a culture where silence and
contemplation are not just encouraged but
actively pursued. There is no better way to
foster silence than through time spent before
the Blessed Sacrament.

Many Catholic schools are blessed to have
within their walls small chapels where
Eucharistic Adoration can be regularly
coordinated. What a beautiful gift it would
be if teachers were invited to sign up for
routine times of silence before the Blessed
Sacrament and if administrators made it easy
for them to incorporate this practice into
their school day. In doing so, administrators
would convey just how important the
practices of silence and worship are to the
whole educational endeavor.

And, I might add, teachers ought not to go at
this alone. Catholic schools are called to be
animated by communion and community—
an essential mark that can and should be
nurtured through communal prayer. For
Scripture tells us, “Where two or more are
gathered in my name, there I am in their
midst” (Matthew 18:20). Having faculty
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share their adoration time with two or three
colleagues fosters unity. And from this unity
is born solidarity.

Catholic schools should also foster
community through school-wide Eucharistic
adoration. Just as virtues like patience and
prudence must be taught and practiced, so
must silence. Many people, even faithful
Catholics, do not know how to quiet their
minds and hold vigil during a holy hour, or
even a portion of one. Direct instruction in
this way pays dividends.

I was fortunate to grow up in a home where
we had family prayer in the morning for
many years. Our prayer time was short, to
accommodate a range of attention spans, but
it was beautifully structured. My mom made
a sign for our prayer room that said
“ACTS,” an acronym that outlined a simple
prayer structure:

A—Adoration: Praising God for who He
is—His holiness, power, love, mercy, etc.

C—=Confession: Performing an examination
of conscience, confessing our sins, and
asking for forgiveness.

T—Thanksgiving: Expressing gratitude for
God’s blessings, works, and mercies in our
lives.

S—Supplication: Bringing petitions and
requests before God, both for ourselves and
for others.

Rebecca Rook, Ph.D.
The Sound of Silence

This little “lesson” of a simple prayer format
served as a foundation of contemplation for
me. Through the years, my prayer time grew
to include Scripture meditation, listening,
and the Rosary. Ultimately, these early
foundations developed within me the
capacity to be still, to be silent, and to
simply know that He is God.

While times of prayer and silence need not
be formulaic, having something concrete
from my parents provided a needed scaffold.
We must offer our teachers explicit supports
like this to foster their growth in
contemplation. Similarly, the lived witness
of others, experienced through shared times
of prayer and worship, is a powerful
teaching tool.

The Dawn of a New Sound

The virtue of silence in a teacher bears the
fruit of active contemplation—a gift that
attunes the ear to the sure and steady voice
of Divine Love, a voice the teacher can
follow as she seeks to live and share the
Gospel with her students, a voice still
audible even when the classroom is teeming
with noise and activity. As we begin a new
school year, with a fresh sense of hope,
excitement, and abundant activity, it is my
prayer that our Catholic schools might
welcome and enjoy a new sound throughout
their buildings—the beautiful and

inviting sound of silence.
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Catholic Colleges Wrestle with Al in the Classroom

Educators and students at Catholic universities now must navigate a rapidly evolving landscape
where Al presents unprecedented opportunities for learning coupled with significant risks.

A viral video clip from this summer
highlighted what many educators and
students already knew about the changing
nature of college education.

In the clip, a graduating UCLA student
appears on a Jumbotron and holds up a
laptop with ChatGPT pulled up, clearly
flaunting the online tool and “thanking” it
for helping him on his final exams. The viral
moment, though silly, sparked a fierce
reaction online. For many people, the
exuberant graduate, now headed for the real
world, said the quiet part out loud — that Al
is sucking the oxygen out of college
classrooms and taking developing brains
with it.

Educators and students at universities,
Catholic and not, now must navigate a
rapidly evolving landscape where Al
presents unprecedented opportunities for
learning coupled with significant risks,
particularly concerning academic integrity
and the development of critical thinking
skills.

Al is no longer a new technology. Since
OpenAl’s ChatGPT debuted at the end of
2022, its use has become almost ubiquitous
among college students. Examining students
across the board at both public and private
institutions, recent surveys consistently
show that more than 80% of students are
using Al tools regularly.

That doesn’t mean all of those students are
using these tools to cheat, of course, but

some certainly are: The widely used
cheating-detection tool Turnitin reported
that about 1 in 10 assignments run through
its Al detection tool in the past year were
20% Al-generated, and about 3% of
submitted assignments were more than 80%
Al-generated.

Building a Foundation

For those who have never or rarely used a
“generative AI” tool like ChatGPT, its
ability to produce large quantities of
humanlike written content in seconds, with
almost no effort expended on the part of the
user, is akin to magic.

With just a few keystrokes, a user can ask
ChatGPT to “generate an essay on the War
of 1812” and, for better or worse, it will do
so — drawing on thousands of websites and
using its large language model (LLM) to
affect humanlike writing by using
probability to predict what word should
come next.

There are some serious drawbacks to doing
this, of course — while Al can be a
powerful research tool, the AI’s writing is
often fluffy, poorly constructed and bearing
distinctive quirks, and, depending on the
topic, riddled with errors and fabricated
“facts” known as hallucinations.

Educators at colleges all across the country

have had to wrestle with their students’
widespread use of these tools.
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In the absence of a silver bullet for stopping
Al use entirely, many professors have
implored their students, with varying levels
of success, to use Al only for ancillary,
surface-level tasks such as generating
practice tests to quiz themselves, exploring
new ideas or soliciting feedback on their
own writing — all cases where Al can be
surprisingly helpful.

As educator Heather Shellabarger notes in
her book A/ and Theological Pedagogy, Al
is actually quite good at summarizing dense
texts, generating outlines, providing
personalized feedback, creating flashcards,
and even simulating conversations and new
ideas. But overuse, Shellabarger continued,
runs the risk of students developing an
“epistemic laziness,” where dependency on
automation fosters “a weakening of the will
and desire to truly know.”

Several educators at Catholic institutions of
higher learning highlighted the ironic fact
that students who overuse AI — i.e., those
who let Al do their schoolwork for them —
are not developing the essential foundational
skills necessary to use Al responsibly in the
future.

Julian Velasco, a professor at Notre Dame
Law School, stressed the importance of
developing a “solid foundation” of
understanding of the legal field before
integrating Al

Velasco said he has developed a personal
policy of not allowing first-year law students
— who are still learning to “think like
lawyers” — to use Al tools at all. Later in
their education, Velasco allows his
upperclassmen to use Al tools, but on the
condition that they use them only after
completing their assignments by hand.

In the field of law, Al can be extremely
helpful, Velasco noted. Imagine having to
read 100,000 pages as part of discovery for a
case, for example, something Al could do in
minutes.

Using Al for research, brainstorming or
polishing writing can be fine, he thinks, but
“having it do everything for you is clearly
not legitimate.”

“I believe that [AI] is going to lead some
people who know how to use it right to
become more effective and more brilliant
than ever before. But a large portion of the
population is going to be seduced and
become less effective than ever before,
because, little by little, they’ll rely on it too
much,” Velasco said.

Velasco said the varying approaches of
different professors to the use of Al mirrors
what is going on in the real world of law —
some firms are embracing the use of Al,
some are approaching it with caution, and
others are banning it completely.

“The reason to ‘do the hard thing’ and not to
use the tools is so that you can develop the
foundation. Then you can make the right
judgment as to how much is okay and how
much is not okay,” he said.

John Goyette, vice president and dean
emeritus of Thomas Aquinas College
(TAC), which has campuses in California
and in Massachusetts, penned an op-

ed in The Wall Street Journal in May
entitled “How to Stop Students From
Cheating With AL”

In his op-ed, which sparked a variety of
reactions from educators around the country,
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Goyette touted TAC’s educational model —
a fixed liberal arts curriculum, combined
with discussion-based classroom instruction
— which he said helps to keep opportunities
for Al cheating to a minimum. At colleges
like TAC, where smartphones and laptops
are banned from classrooms, cheating in
general is far less likely, Goyette said.

Goyette told the Register the college also
has clear policies against using Al for
writing, considering it a form of plagiarism,
with appropriately strict penalties.

Beyond the policies, Goyette said he tries to
impress on his students that offloading their
mental faculties to Al is akin to “hiring
robots to work out at the gym for you.”

“As the tool gets better, the temptation to
use it is only going to grow,” he said.

“If you want your students to really get an
education where they’re going to learn to
think critically and develop the habits of
mind that are necessary for human
flourishing and for human freedom, it’s
imperative to rely on methods that are older
— that depend more on oral communication
and conversation, whether that be oral
exams or more class discussion or having
them write in blue books with a pen and
paper,” he said. “That’s the only way that
they’re going to be able to develop habits of
mind that are necessary to form the human
person for happiness and freedom.”

That’s not to say that Al use is all negative,
he added. It’s true, for example, that Al can
be very useful in various real-world fields if
used correctly by people who already have
developed the foundational skills. Goyette
said he uses Al tools occasionally himself,
and he thinks it’s appropriate for professors

to get to know the tools their students are
likely using.

“I’m not saying there are no uses of Al, but
for the most part, I think education without
Al is going to be better at developing habits
of mind — critical thinking, careful reading,
the ability to develop an argument and
unfold a position to other people,
[collaboration] with their peers,” Goyette
said.

“Mostly that’s going to be best without Al
involved because the studies show that
students at most colleges and universities are
using Al all the time for nearly all of their
assignments, to the point where they’re
offloading critical thinking,” he said.

“I could imagine a very creative use of Al
that wouldn’t be opposed to developing
critical thinking habits,” he noted, “but I
don’t think that’s how it’s mostly being used
on campuses today.”

Michael Augros, a philosophy professor at
TAC’s Massachusetts campus, told the
Register that in addition to discussion-based
learning, he also has students get up in front
of the board and demonstrate concepts to the
class. He also said he tries to make his essay
prompts as specific as possible, often
incorporating topics discussed in classroom
settings. The more specific the prompts and
expectations are, the less successful Al tools
will be at filling the bill.

Echoing Goyette, Augros also said he thinks
professors should make use of Al
themselves — in part so they know how the
tools work and also because familiarity with
the tools will make it easier for professors to
spot Al-generated content.
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Above all, though, Augros said he seeks to
impress on his students that they’re “ripping
themselves off” if they have Al do their
homework for them — that doing so turns
Al into a tool of enslavement, not freedom.

“Why would you want to farm out your own
mental exercise?” Augros asks his students.

Campus Culture Is the Key

While even the most airtight rules cannot
completely eliminate cheating — Al-
facilitated or not — students at Catholic
universities told the Register that the culture
at those universities helps to foster an
environment where most students are
genuinely interested in learning and
recognize that Al-generated papers are not
the way to achieve that.

Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas,
for example, doesn’t have an institution-
wide policy on Al use. Right now, it is left
to each professor’s discretion on how Al can
or cannot be used in a class, Steve Johnson,
Benedictine’s communications director, told
the Register.

Many professors at Benedictine enforce a
strict no-Al policy, however, especially in
philosophy and theology courses. Similar to
TAC, Benedictine also limits classroom
technology, such as smartphones, more
broadly.

Gabe Maday, a Benedictine senior
philosophy and theology major from
Michigan who is discerning a vocation with
the Dominicans, told the Register that he
sees Al as a double-edged sword.

A 20-page paper that might take a human a
month takes ChatGPT 10 minutes, but the

output is often poorly crafted, Maday said,
and at the end of the day, it’s just not worth
it to compromise one’s integrity for the sake
of'a grade — especially at a small, Catholic
college like Benedictine, where “professors
know your name” and would almost
certainly be personally disappointed in
students if they cheated, he said.

Plus, “you haven’t learned anything if you
get it to do your work for you,” Maday
added. “I’ve worked hard to get where I am,
and putting my name on something a
machine wrote would be terrible.”

Maday said that while AI might speed up
research, relying on it as a writing crutch
cuts students off from the formative
experience of struggling and grappling with
difficult texts and ideas. As a budding
scholar, Maday said he appreciates the
process of building understanding and
adding to his chosen field by reading about a
subject deeply and writing about it.

“As a search engine, it’s a great tool — an
extension of Google, basically,” Maday said.
“But what I struggle with is when it starts to
take over ideas.”

“God created us with the capacity to have
1deas and add to the world,” he continued.
“[When you let Al do the work for you,]
that’s shut off for the sake of convenience.”

John Paul Doyle, a senior accounting major
from Colorado, noted that Al is not verboten
campus-wide at Benedictine — in fact, in
several of his accounting classes, his
professors have actually encouraged the use
of Al, with the major caveat that students
must double-check all of its outputs. Still,
Doyle said he is personally wary of the tech
and uses it only occasionally.
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“For some majors, Al is a tool. For others,
like philosophy ... Al cannot philosophize.
It can’t actually write those papers,” he said.
“In business, it can summarize. In
chemistry, it can be helpful. Policies should
probably differ depending on the
department.”

“The business world is very in tune with it.
We’re testing the tools that are available,”
Doyle said. “It’s foolish to teach in a way
that doesn’t let you use tools within the
industry. But you have to fact-check the Al
On tax law, it’s only accurate about 50% of
the time,” he continued.

Maday said he believes the debate over Al is
opening up “long overdue” questions in
education about the purpose of school and
the extent to which universities exist to form
the whole person and not just to print
degrees.

“At the end of the day, where do my
priorities lie?” Maday reflected. “If it’s just
for the degree, then using ChatGPT makes
sense. But if it’s about forming the whole
person, then we shouldn’t be relying on it.”

Mariele Courtois, a Benedictine theology
professor and a member of the college’s Al

Jonah McKeown

Taskforce, told the Register that she thinks
institutions can offer clear policies against
academic dishonesty and a helpful
framework for addressing Al.

This involves, she said, faculty within a
discipline to deliberate together about the
goals and contributions of their field and
how to avoid Al use among students that
would impact the students’ abilities to
understand the content of the class or build
the skillset promoted by the course.

“The Catholic intellectual tradition provides
resources for contemplating the value of
work, the benefits of cultivating virtue and
forming a strong conscience, and the truth of
the human person. These are all relevant to
engaging questions about Al which can
threaten to distance us from our relationship
to work, remove opportunities of building
important habits, and tempt users to turn to a
chatbot for moral counsel over turning to
prayer and relationships,” Courtois said.

“Ultimately, a Catholic educational
community needs to discern ethical choices
about Al in light of seeking relationship
with God. We should motivate students to
consider ways to positively apply Al to
address needs and solve obstacles to human
flourishing in the fullest sense.”

https://www.ncregister.com/news/catholic-colleges-wrestle-ai-in-the-classroom
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Transgenderism and the Ruin of Souls

There is no doubt in my mind that Westman had to have been mentally ill to do the horrible
things he did at Annunciation Church. But I can’t imagine there wasn’t demonic influence
involved at some level.

I’1l never forget the day a student pointed a
handgun at my dad’s face, back when he
was principal of Bishop Neumann High
School in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. I was
too young to be a student, so I wasn’t there,
but the drama of that terrible morning was
burned into the collective memory of the
whole Catholic community in that town for
years to come.

That may have been the first (or among the
first) Catholic-school shootings in U.S.
history. Unfortunately, it wasn’t the last.
Many of us are now sadly familiar with the
shooting that happened in Minneapolis,
where a gunman fired multiple shots from
varied weapons into a Catholic Church
during a school Mass. He succeeded in
wounding over a dozen and killing two
youngsters, Harper Moyski and Fletcher
Merkel, whose names must now be enrolled
among those of the other glorious martyrs
killed out of hatred for Holy Mother Church.
They died with Christ; may they live with
Him forever!

It has recently come out that the perpetrator
was a man who suffered from
transgenderism, or gender dysphoria
disorder. Of course, we need to be charitable
and sensitive when addressing problems
related to the current hot-button issue of
transgenderism. But it must be addressed.

Child predation, whether sexual or violent,
as with transgenderism, is not just a
psychological issue but a spiritual one.

When we ask, “Who could do such a thing?”
with regard to violence, self-mutilation, and
abuse, we have to remind ourselves that it is
Satan himself who entices his targets to
accomplish unimaginable things through his
various strategies of shame, guilt, self-
hatred, envy, rage, and unchecked desire for
gratification, among many other diabolical
tools tailor-made for the torture and
destruction of human beings.

There is no doubt in my mind that Mr.
Westman had to have been mentally ill to do
the horrible things he did at Annunciation
Church. I can’t imagine that his frustration
with his sexuality was not at the core of that
psychological distress and imbalance with
which he committed such unspeakable acts.
And I can’t imagine there wasn’t demonic
influence involved at some level.

Undoubtedly, the devil tempts people to
commit acts of hatred and violence to others
through various sins, such as murder. Satan
tempts many persons. Who could doubt that
he also preys on transgenders? When one is
already afflicted by self-hatred and self-
mutilation via sexual dysphoria, is it such a
leap of reason to suppose that such an
individual could be tempted to be violent or
abusive to others, as they are already unto
themselves?

Crisis Magazine editor-in-chief Eric
Sammons addresses this very question in
a 2022 article, which he begins by quoting
Shakespeare’s famous murder
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play Macbeth. In the play, Lady Macbeth
prepares for her part in the grisly regicide of
King Duncan by calling forth evil spirits to
help lay aside her feminine nature in favor
of what she perceives to be an inherently
more violent masculinity: “Come, you
spirits that tend on mortal thoughts, unsex
me here, and fill me from the crown to the
toe top-full of direst cruelty” (Macbeth, Act
I Scene V).

While The Bard may not have been
speaking directly about gender dysphoria as
we know it today, it is a remarkable
connection that he makes between
murderous intent and a desire to be
“unsexed.”

Per Sammons,

Shakespeare thus connects the
unnatural rejection of one’s sex with
the demonic. Lady MacBeth cannot
simply declare her new “gender”—
she must call on demonic spirits to
unsex her, to make her like a man.
The diabolical underpinnings of
rejecting nature is a connection we
too often forget when confronting the
transgender movement today.

Transgenderism already implies a violence
of sorts: the violent separation of body from
soul and the erroneous presupposition that a
person can change their gender by attacking
their own flesh. As Fr. Paul Scalia, son of
the late Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, expertly writes in a 2016 issue of The

Catholic Thing:

There’s also [involved in
transgender ideology] demonic
hatred of the body. C.S.

Lewis’s Screwtape Letters chronicles

the demonic resentment of God'’s
favoring us ‘hairless bipeds. .
.begotten in bed.” Why this hatred?
Perhaps because the human body
and soul are one. The soul, having so
much in common with the angelic
nature, is one with the body, having
so much in common with animal
nature. The devil takes this union as
a personal offense. He (as we all
experience) seeks to undo it—to
divide us from our own flesh, to pit
body and soul against each other. He
masterfully leads us to worship the
body one moment and abhor it the
next. Death—the separation of body
and soul—was, of course, his
greatest victory.

Satan delights in this separation of body
from soul. And he delights in watching us
“play it out” among ourselves. Murder—
such as the sin committed in “The Scottish
play”—is one way a human being effects
this separation. Suicide is another. While her
husband ends up killing King Duncan
(spoilers), Lady Macbeth ends up killing
herself. No matter how hard she scrubbed
away at her blemished conscience, she could
never blot out the “damned spot,” the
horrible consequences of her “unsexing.” As
was the case too, apparently, for Mr.
Westman of Minneapolis, who was found
dead at the scene of the crime, apparently by
his own hand.

We look at Lady Macbeth and Mr. Westman
and we see the abundant evidence of mental
illness—but also of demonic activity. Lady
Macbeth had her “spirits” to help her along.
This man must have had his demons, too.

So, what am I saying? That all
“transgenders” are demon-possessed ticking
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time bombs, waiting to explode at a
moment’s notice like that madman from
Minnesota? I wouldn’t necessarily say that,
but I will let Sammons answer for me:

I am not claiming that every
transgender person is demonically
possessed. Some number of them
(likely small) have true
psychological problems that need
professional treatment. Others feel
alienated and declare themselves
transgender to gain a sense of
belonging to a community that has
become socially powerful. And some,
particularly among the youth, are
switching their gender allegiance
simply because it’s the cool thing to
do (never underestimate what a
young person will do to gain social
acceptance). But the transgender
movement itself is from the pits of
Hell. It is taking direction from
demonic forces, and its leaders are
likely demonically influenced, if not
outright possessed. How else to
describe a movement that freely
exposes children to sexual imagery
and pushes troubled young people to
undergo horrifying medical
treatments that would make Josef
Mengele blush?

The horrors of the transgenderism

epidemic cannot be simply comprehended as
a sociological or psychological
phenomenon, although we might be tempted
to think in such terms. In recent decades, we
have desired to lean more and more on the
field of psychology to address issues that are
not just psychological but also

spiritual. Gaudium et Spes repeatedly praises

“Advances 1n biology. psychology. and the
social sciences” as means to achieve

progress in human development and well-
being. While these modern sciences are
useful, they are nonetheless limited.

It is true, spirituality cannot fully
compensate for or replace psychology, but
the reverse is true as well! We attribute
psychological causes to spiritual maladies at
our peril: the very real danger of explaining
away the devil. Can we not see the tragic
consequences of this in our society today
and, indeed, in our Church? We must
address both the human and the demonic in
confronting evil. There’s no other way
around it! As Shakespeare put it,
“Sometimes we are devils unto ourselves”;
and yet, at the same time, “There lurks a still
and dumb-discursive devil / That tempts
most cunningly. But be not tempted”
(Troilus and Cressida, Act IV, Scene 1V).

The sexual revolution is doubtless part of
the wider spiritual battle in our world—a
battle that involves God and man, angels and
demons. To the person caught up in the
maelstrom of sexual dysphoria, I exhort
them in the words of Sacred Scripture: “Our
struggle is not with flesh and blood, but with
the principalities, with the powers, with the
world rulers of this present darkness, with
the evil spirits in the heavens” (Ephesians
6:12). As St. Paul suggests, the evil spirits
long for us to abuse “flesh and blood,”
whether our own or another’s, rather than
confront the real culprit: Satan himself.
That’s a good reminder to us all!

As to our response to this tragedy, we must
be reminded that Satan is the instigator of
hatred, as he is also the designer of murder,
self-mutilation, and abuse. The last thing we
want to do is respond to senseless hate with
senseless hate. No. That is what the enemy
wants. Rather, we must, as Christ
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commands, love our neighbor. And we must
love ourselves, too, just as God made us.

Furthermore, our society and our Church
must address transgenderism—and the
political movement associated with it—for
what it truly is: a tragic affliction of Satan’s
wicked design, inflicted out of hatred for
humanity and for the ruin of souls.

Fr. Nick Ward
Transgenderism and the Ruin of Souls

May the Divine Assistance be always with
us. May God have mercy on the miserable
soul of that deeply confused and afflicted
man who perpetrated this horrible crime.
And may those poor slain innocents be taken
up to the loving arms of Jesus by their
guardian angels.
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3 Quick Steps to Avoid the After-School Meltdown

When my kids started at their new school, I
was worried about how they would feel
when they got home every afternoon.
Attending a full day of school for the first
time is a lot of work! Would they be
exhausted, cranky, and totally unable to
cope?

I’d heard horror stories about kids melting
down in dysregulation after getting home
from school, and I really wanted to prevent
that. It turns out this phenomenon is so
common that there’s a technical name for it:
“after-school restraint collapse.”

Common or not, I didn’t want to think about
what would happen if all four of my kids
melted down every day after school! So I
did some research and made an action plan,
and so far (knock on wood!) the kids have
been doing great after school. Here’s what
has been for us working so far.

1) Snacks!

If there is just one thing to take from this
list, this is it. My kids are somehow totally
depleted of energy after school every day, so
I’ve started bringing a snack in the car so
that they can munch on the drive home. And
it’s made all the difference.

Some days I show up with homemade
sourdough muffins; other days it’s a
prepackaged bag of popcorn. You don’t
need to spend a ton of effort on this. If your
kids walk home or take the bus, you might
have a snack waiting for them at home
instead of eating on the commute.

Just take it from one mom to another and

hand them a snack. Everyone will be so
much happier.

2) A calming activity

My kids usually don’t want to talk about
their day right after school. They’re tired
and need to decompress. (Then later, they
somehow have a million things to tell me
right at bedtime!)

So we’ve started listening to an

interesting audiobook in the car on the way
home. They love this relaxing routine of
“snack and audiobook in the car.” It sets the
tone for a mellow afternoon as everyone
comes home feeling a little calmer and less

hungry.

Your kids might want to go play outside for
a while, read books on the couch, do a
coloring page, or just play together.
Whatever they prefer, it seems to really help
if the kids have some down time to play and
recharge before starting on homework and
sports.

3) A timer for homework

When my kids came home from school with
homework for the first time, they got a bit
overwhelmed! I can see how this change felt
like a big adjustment for my formerly
homeschooled crew.

After they’d had some time to play, I pulled
out my trusty visual timer and sat down next
to them. “Let’s see how much you can get
done in 10 minutes,” I said. “I’ll sit next to
you in case you need any help.”
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Wouldn’t you know it? They zoomed

through their homework, eager to beat the I’m still new to this school mom thing, but
timer. I don’t know if we will always use the that’s what’s working for us so far. Now I’d
timer, but at least during this adjustment love to hear your best tips: How do you help
period at the beginning of the year, it’s been your kids avoid the after-school meltdown?
a Godsend. Please share in the comments below!

Theresa Civantos Barber
3 Quick Steps to Avoid the After-School Meltdown

236



https://aleteia.org/2025/09/02/3-quick-steps-to-avoid-the-after-school-meltdown/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_campaign=EM%20EN%20Newsletter%20Daily%20&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_term=20250902

	Catholic Educator Winter 2025 Cover (1)
	tce winter 2025_02.04.2026.wpd

